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I—DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS. By direction of the President under the provisions
of the Act of Congress, approved 25 July 1963, the Distinguished Service Cross for extraordinary
heroism in action is awarded posthumously to:

Major Bruce P. Crandall, Company A, 229th Assault Helicopter Battalion, 1st Calvary
Division (Airmobile), Republic of Vietnam, United States Army, for heroism while participating
in aerial flight. Major Crandall distinguished himself by heroic action on 14 November 1965 in
the Republic of Vietnam while serving as Aircraft Commander and Flight Commander of twenty-
five UH1D helicopters on a combat assault and volunteer medical evacuation mission. Major
Crandall’s flight was lifting troops on a search and destroy mission from Plei Me, Vietnam to a
landing zone in the la Drang Valley, approximately ten miles to the west of Plei Me. Four
successful airlifts had been completed with no enemy activity. On the fifth and final troop lift,
the landing zone came under intense enemy small arms, automatic weapons, mortar and rocket
fire as the first eight helicopters landed to discharge troops. The troops on Major Crandall’s
aircraft suffered six casualties, three wounded and three killed as they were exiting his aircraft.
The remaining aircraft waiting to land were ordered to abort, due to the intense fire. Upon
returning to his base of operations, Major Crandall learned that a request for medical evacuation
had been received. He immediately sought volunteers and with complete disregard for his own
personal safety he immediately took off and led two aircraft to the area despite the fact that the
landing zone was still under intensive enemy fire. He landed and proceeded to supervise the
loading of the seriously wounded soldiers aboard his aircraft. Major Crandall’s bravery and
daring courage to land under the most extreme hostile fire instilled in the pilots the will and
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Platoon under fierce fire from the enemy continued to lay their mines on the main street of
Hatten. Completely in disregard of their own personal safety, and despite the loss of many of
their guns, the company continued to fight tenaciously, side by side with the riflemen of the 1st
Battalion for more than 48 hours in face of the enemy. Sixty-six of its men, of a strength of 155,
were casualties in the action. The gallantry, determination and esprit de corps, displayed by the
Anti-Tank Company, 242d Infantry, exemplify the highest traditions of the armed forces.

MEDICAL DETACHMENT, 124TH INFANTRY REGIMENT, 31ST INFANTRY DIVISION

6 MAY 1945 TO 12 MAY 1945

T h i s  o r d e r  s u p e r s e d e s  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  T o t a l  A r m y  P e r s o n n e l  C o m m a n d ,  P e r m a n e n t  O r d e r s
205–02, dated 24 July 1997.

The Medical Detachment, 124th Infantry Regiment is cited for extraordinary heroism in action
against the enemy on Mindanao, Philippine Islands, advancing along the Sayre Highway in
support of a mission of seizing the Maramag Air Strip.

M I L I T A R Y  A S S I S T A N C E  C O M M A N D ,  V I E T N A M ,  S T U D I E S  A N D  O B S E R V A T I O N
GROUP

24 JANUARY 1964 TO 30 APRIL 1972 and the following assigned or attached units:

U.S. Army: Command and Control Detachment, 5th Special Forces Group, Danang, Republic of
Vietnam, 1 January 1965 to 31 December 1968; Special Operations Augmentation, Command
and Control North, 5th Special Forces Group, Danang, Republic of Vietnam, 1 January 1968 to
31 December 1971; Task Force One, Advisory Element, U.S. Army Vietnam, Danang, Republic of
Vietnam, 1 January 1971 to 30 April 1972; Special Operations Augmentation, Command and
Control Central, 5th Special Forces Group, Kontum, Republic of Vietnam, 1 January 1969 to 31
December 1971; Task Force Two, Advisory Element, U.S. Army Vietnam, Kontum, Republic of
Vietnam, 1 January 1971 to 30 April 1972; Company E (Provisional), Detachment C-5, 5th
Special Forces Group, Ho Ngoc Tao, Republic of Vietnam, 1 June 1967 to 31 October 1967;
Project Omega, Detachment B-50, 5th Special Forces Group, Kontum, Republic of Vietnam, 1
June 1967 to 31 October 1967; Project Sigma, Detachment B-56, 5th Special Forces Group, Ho
N g o c  T a o ,  R e p u b l i c  o f  V i e t n a m ,  1  J u n e  1 9 6 7  t o  3 1  O c t o b e r  1 9 6 7 ;  S p e c i a l  O p e r a t i o n s
Augmentation, Command and Control South, 5th Special Forces Group, Ban Me Thuot, Republic
of Vietnam, 1 November 1967 to 1 November 1971; Task Force Three, Advisory Element, U.S.
Army Vietnam, Ban Me Thuot, Republic of Vietnam, 2 November 1971 to 30 April 1972;
D e t a c h m e n t  B - 5 3 ,  5 t h  S p e c i a l  F o r c e s  G r o u p ,  C a m p  L o n g  T h a n h ,  R e p u b l i c  o f  V i e t n a m ,  2 4
January 1964 to 31 December 1971; Training Center Advisory Element, U.S. Army Vietnam,
Camp Long Thanh, Republic of Vietnam, 1 January 1971 to 30 April 1972.

U.S. Navy: Naval Advisory Detachment, Danang, Republic of Vietnam; One U.S. Navy EC-121
Aircraft and Crew–based at Saigon, Republic of Vietnam.

U.S. Marine Corps: assigned individually to Studies and Observation Group staffs.
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U.S. Air Force: 1st Flight Detachment, Nha Trang, Republic of Vietnam, 24 January 1964 to 31
December 1971; 15th Air Commando Squadron, Nha Trang, Republic of Vietnam, 1 January
1966 to 15 November 1968; 15th Special Operations Squadron, Nha Trang, Republic of Vietnam,
1 6  N o v e m b e r  1 9 6 8  t o  1 5  N o v e m b e r  1 9 7 0 ;  9 0 t h  S p e c i a l  O p e r a t i o n s  S q u a d r o n ,  N h a  T r a n g ,
Republic of Vietnam, 16 November 1970 to 30 April 1972; 20th Helicopter Squadron, (less non-
Studies and Observation Group Pony Express detachment at Nakhon Phanom AFB, Thailand),
Nha Trang, Republic of Vietnam, 1 June 1967 to 31 August 1968; 20th Special Operations
Squadron, Nha Trang, Republic of Vietnam, 1 November 1968 to 31 March 1972.

Joint Service: Headquarters, Military Assistance Command, Vietnam-Studies and Observation
Group, Saigon, Republic of Vietnam.

South Vietnamese Air Force: 219th Helicopter Squadron, Danang, Republic of Vietnam.

The Studies and Observations Group is cited for extraordinary heroism, great combat
a c h i e v e m e n t  a n d  u n w a v e r i n g  f i d e l i t y  w h i l e  e x e c u t i n g  u n h e r a l d e d  t o p  s e c r e t  m i s s i o n s  d e e p
behind enemy lines across Southeast Asia. Incorporating volunteers from all branches of the
Armed Forces, and especially, U.S. Army Special Forces, Special Operations Group’s ground, air
and sea units fought officially denied actions which contributed immeasurably to the American
w a r  e f f o r t  i n  V i e t n a m .  M i l i t a r y  A s s i s t a n c e  C o m m a n d ,  V i e t n a m - S p e c i a l  O p e r a t i o n s  G r o u p
reconnaissance teams composed of Special Forces soldiers and indigenous personnel penetrated
the enemy’s most dangerous redoubts in the jungled Laotian wilderness and the sanctuaries of
eastern Cambodia. Pursued by human trackers and even bloodhounds, these small teams out-
m a n e u v e r e d ,  o u t - f o u g h t  a n d  o u t - r a n  t h e i r  n u m e r i c a l l y  s u p e r i o r  f o e  t o  u n c o v e r  k e y  e n e m y
facilities, rescue downed pilots, plant wiretaps, mines and electronic sensors, capture valuable
enemy prisoners, ambush convoys, discover and assess targets for B-52 strikes, and inflict
casualties all out of proportion to their own losses. When enemy counter-measures became
dangerously effective, Special Operations Group operators innovated their own counters, from
high altitude parachuting and unusual explosive devices, to tactics as old as the French and
Indian War. Fighting alongside their Montagnard, Chinese Nung, Cambodian and Vietnamese
allies, Special Forces–led Hatchet Force companies and platoons staged daring raids against key
enemy facilities in Laos and Cambodia, overran major munitions and supply stockpiles, and
blocked enemy highways to choke off the flow of supplies to South Vietnam. Special Operations
G r o u p ’ s  c r o s s - b o r d e r  o p e r a t i o n s  p r o v e d  a n  e f f e c t i v e  e c o n o m y - o f - f o r c e ,  c o m p e l l i n g  t h e  N o r t h
Vietnamese Army to divert 50,000 soldiers to rear area security duties, far from the battlefields
of South Vietnam. Supporting these hazardous missions were Special Operations Group’s own
United States and South Vietnamese Air Force transport and helicopter squadrons, along with
U.S. Air Force Forward Air Controllers and helicopter units of the U.S. Army and U.S. Marine
Corps. These courageous aviators often flew through heavy fire to extract Special Operations
Group operators from seemingly hopeless situations, saving lives by selflessly risking their own.
Special Operations Group’s Vietnamese naval surface forces—instructed and advised by U.S.
Navy SEALS—boldly raided North Vietnam’s coast and won surface victories against the North
V i e t n a m e s e  N a v y ,  w h i l e  i n d i g e n o u s  a g e n t  t e a m s  p e n e t r a t e d  t h e  v e r y  h e a r t l a n d  o f  N o r t h
V i e t n a m .  D e s p i t e  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  s o m e t i m e s  b e c a m e  u n i v e r s a l ,  S p e c i a l  O p e r a t i o n s  G r o u p ’ s
operators never wavered, but fought throughout the war with the same flair, fidelity and
intrepidity that distinguished Special Operations Group from its beginning. The Studies and
Observations Group’s combat prowess, martial skills and unacknowledged sacrifices saved many
American lives, and provide a paragon for America’s future special operations forces.
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