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FOREWORD

Military historians and scholars of operational art have tended to neglecet the role
plaved by the American Expeditionary Forces in World War 1. Although the Army orga-
nized a historical office in 1918 to prepare a multivolume history of the war. budget res-
traints and other considerations [rustrated Chicf of Stall Tasker H. Bliss’ intention to
“record the things that were well done, for future imitation . . . . [and] the errors as
shown by experience, for future avoidance.”” The momentous events of succeeding dec-
ades only strengthened this tendency to overlook our Army's role in the fields of France
in 1918. This neglect. although understandable. is unfortunate: World War I posed
unique challenges to American strategists, tacticians. and logisticians—challenges they
met in ways that could provide today’s military student with special insights into the
profession of arms.

To encourage further rescarch in the history of World War I and to fill a gap in the
Army’s historical documentation of that conflict, the Center ol Military History has cre-
ated a World War I series of publications consisting of new monographs and reprints.
Complementing our newly published facsimile reprint Order of Battle of the United
States Land Forces in the World War. we are reprinting this seventeen-volume compila-
tion of selected AEF records along with a new introduction by David F. Trask. Gathered
by Army historians during the interwar years. this massive collection in no way repre-
sents an exhaustive record of the Army’s months in France. but it is certainly worthy of
scrious consideration and thoughtful review by students of military history and strategy
and will serve as a useful jumping off point for any earnest scholarship on the war.

There is a certain poignancy connected with the publication of this collection in the
seventieth anniversary vear ol “the war to end all wars.” Later this summer veterans of
that war will gather together. perhaps for the last time. to discuss the history of the
American Expeditionary Forces and to reminisce about their service. To them espe-
cially. but to all five million Americans who served in World War I we dedicate this
scholarly undertaking.

Washington. D.C. WILLIAM A. STOFFT

1 June 1988 Brigadicer General, USA
Chief of Military History
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THE OISE-AISNE OPERATION
August 7 - November 11, 1918

Preface

The final actions of the AISNE-MARNE Operation carried the Allies to the VESLE River.
Soon after the first crossings were effected, the Commanding General of the French Sixth
Army was directed to consolidate his positions on the south bank of the river, to estab-
lish bridgeheads, and to await a general advance by all French armies on this front. Thus
between August 4 and August 8, 1918, the VESLE front became stabilized.

On this latter date, the French Tenth, Sixth, and Fifth Armies were ordered to con-
solidate and organize the AISNE-VESLE line for defense, to hold the ground gained north of
the river, and to make extensive preparations for renewing the advance. This order pro-
duced considerable sharp combat in the period between the AISNE-MARNE and OISE-AISNE
Operations.

This development led General Pershing to form the American First Army in the St-MIHIEL
area rather than on the VESLE as previously planned. The American III Corps remained on
the VESLE under command of the French Sixth Army, crossed the VESLE on September 4, and
participated in the series of battles called the OISE-AISNE Operation. So far as American
actions are concerned, it would be more accurate gecgraphically to designate these battles
as the VESLE-AISNE Operation, as will appear from study of the documents herewith presented.

The American units involved were:

1l Corps Hq. and Corps Troops, August 7 - September 9, 1918

28th Division August 7 - September 8, 1918
32d Division August 7 - September 9, 1918
77th Division August 11 - September 16, 1918
370th Infantry Regiment Sept. 15 - November 11, 1918

Allied Order of Battle*
[Left to right]

Allied Armies:

Marshal Foch, Commanding
General Weygand, Chief of Staff

Armies of the North and Northeast:
General Petain, Commanding
General Buat, Chief of Staff

American General Headquarters:
General Pershing, Commanding
Maj. Gen. McAndrew, Chief of Staff

* At outset of Operation.



Group of Armies of the Center:
General Maistre, Commanding
General Mollandin, Chief of Staff
Group of Armies of the Reserves:
General Fayolle, Commanding
General Paquette, Chief of Staff
French Tenth Army:
General Mangin, Commanding
Col. Hergault, Chief of Staff
French XXX Corps:
General Penet, Commanding
French 17th Division
French 64th Division
American 370th Infantry Regiment
French I Corps:
General Lacapelle, Commanding
French Sixth Army:
General Degoutte, Commanding
Col. Brion, Chief of Staff
French III Corps:
General Lebrun, Commanding
American Il Corps:
Maj. Gen. R. L. Bullard, Commanding
Brig. Gen. A. W. Bjornstadt, Chief of Staff
American 77th Division
American 28th Division
American 32d Division
French Fifth Army:
General Berthelot, Commanding
Col. Belhague, Chief of Staff

ORDER OF BATTLE FOR AMERICAN DIVISIONS:

77th Division:
Brig. Gen. Evan M. Johnson)
Maj. Gen. Robt. Alexander) Commanding
153d Infantry Brigade
154th Infantry Brigade
152d F. A. Brigade
Attached: 57th F. A. Brigade (less 121st F. A.) (32d Div.)
French 10th Dragoons



28th Division:
Maj. Gen. Charles H. Muir, Commanding
Lt. Col. Joe R. Brabson, Chief of Staff
55th Infantry Brigade
56th Infantry Brigade
53d F. A. Brigade
Attached: 57th F. A. and 107th Ammunition Train (32d Div.)

32d Division:
Maj. Gen. Willlam G. Haan, Commanding
Lt. Col. Robert McC. Beck, Jr., Chief of Staff
63d Infantry Brigade
64th Infantry Brigade
57th F. A. Brigade (detached)
Attached: Artillery of French 127th Division
Artillery of French 1st Moroccan Division
French 278th Aero Squadron
French 29th Bln. Company
Thirty tanks
French 1st Moroccan Cav. Div., 1 squadron
Detached: 57th F. A. and 109th Ammunition Train
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High-Level Headquarters
August 8 - September 7, 1918

Les Armees Francaises, Tome VII, Vol. 1, Annexes 1st Vol.: Memorandum

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH ARMIES OF THE NORTH AND NORTHEAST,
No. 13668 August 8, 1918.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE GENERALS COMMANDING THE FRENCH GROUP
OF ARMIES OF THE RESERVE AND THE FRENCH GROUP OF ARMIES
OF THE CENTER

I.  The battle now in progress between the OISE and the SOMME does not permit us to
execute at present the powerful stroke which appears necessary to throw the enemy back
from the heights north of the VESLE and force him to withdraw north of the AISNE. That
result can, however, be obtained by a different maneuver,

Consequently, the French Fifth, Sixth, and Tenth Armies will at once organize
strongly the positions south of the VESLE described by my personal and Secret Instructions
No. 5254 of August 4 [Printed in AISNE-MARNE compilation].

The bridgeheads secured north of the VESLE will be preserved, widened, and rein-
forced, not by increasing the forces occupying them, but by carefully coordinating the
infantry and artillery fires and by suitable field works.

Furthermore the outposts will maintain contact with the enemy and make every effort
to take prisoners.

II. This attitude of waiting will not prevent intensive study and preparation for a
decisive blow which we may be called upon to deliver at any moment in order to drive the
enemy back north of the AISNE.

The attack would be made by the Sixth Army. Its first objective would be the plateau
between the VESLE and the AISNE, from 'ARBRE de ROMAIN to Hill 175 (west of DHUIZEL).
It would be covered on the right by the Fifth Army, driving toward the crest south of the
VENTELAY---VAUX---VARENNES, on the left by the Tenth Army, which would seize the BRENELLE
Plateau, between Hills 175 and 164.

The second objective would be the AISNE, from CONDE to CONCEVREUX (Tenth and Sixth
Armies), while the Fifth Army, pushing its front to the heights of ROUCY and BOUFFIGNEREUX,
would develop its action toward the east by seizing successively the heights of St-THIERRY,
HERMONVILLE, and CORMICY.

III. Finally, the General commanding the Group of Armies of the Reserve will study an
offensive action between the OISE and the AISNE having for its purpose:

1. First, to throw the enemy back to the right bank of the OISE, between the
present front and the mouth of the AILETTE, and to the other side of the AILETTE, from the
OISE to the road from CHAUNY to SOISSONS;

2. Then, by an attack from west to east in the direction of BRAY-en-LAONNAIS,
and covering its flank on the AILETTE to gain the plateaus between the AISNE and the Canal



from the OISE to the AISNE, in order to force the enemy to abandon the lines of the VESLE
and the AISNE.
The second operation will follow the first with as little delay as possible so
not to give the enemy time to recover.
The results of this study, which is to be held absolutely secret, will reach me
on August 14 at the latest.

PETAIN.

Les Armees Francaises, Tome VII, Vol. 1, Annexes 1st Vol.: Telegram

American First Army Not to Replace French Sixth Army
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH ARMIES OF THE NORTH AND NORTHEAST,
No. 1844/M August 9, 1918---11:45 p. m.

General, Commander-in-Chief,

To Headquarters, BACON [Allied G. H. Q.]
LAMORLAYE [French Group of Armies of the Reserve}
CHATEAU-THIERRY [French Sixth Army]

1. By amendment to previous plans, the American First Army will not be substituted
for the Sixth Army.

2. The American forces attached to the Sixth Army will comprise a single corps of
4 divisions, two of which will be on the front and two in second line. The American 77th
Division will enter the {ront line as soon as possible. The three other American
divisions will be moved to the French Group of Armies of the East at a date to be fixed
later.

3. (For Sixth Army only) The mission of the Sixth Army remains as prescribed by my
Instructions 13668 of the 8th instant.

By order:

BUAT,
Major General.



Les Armees Francaises, Tome VII, Vol. 1, Annexes 2d Vol.: Memorandum

Instructions for Armies
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH GROUP OF ARMIES OF THE RESERVE,
No. 5544 August 16, 1918--8p. m.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE FRENCH FIRST, THIRD, SIXTH, TENTH ARMIES

1. The enemy has abandoned some ground, in front of ROYE, on the front of the First
Army. The latter has occupied GOYENCOURT, VILLERS-les-ROYE, St-AUBIN, DANCOURT, POPIN-
COURT, Le CESSIER.

It will continue to exert vigorous pressure on the forces opposite, capture ROYE by
outflanking it on the north and south, and then advance to the CHAMPIEN Plateau.

II. The Third Army will move its front to the DIVETTE. It will remain in close con-
tact with the First Army on the line: Les LOGES-SEBASTOPOL Farm.

Its principal zones of action are still:

1. The open ground which extends between Le Bois des LOGES and LASSIGNY;
direction: ARBRE de CANNY---La POTIERE, so as to outflank LASSIGNY on the north:

2. The ridges which start at 'TECOUVILLON and ATTICHY Farm and leading respec-
tively to St-AUBIN Chapel and LOERMONT; in addition, the spur which runs to the CHIRY-
OURSCAMPS Tower. By occupation of the latter, the army will tie in its operation with
that of the Tenth Army.

[II. The Tenth Army will receive special instructions.

IV. The Sixth Army will continue to organize strongly its position on the plateaus
south of the VESLE, all the while maintaining close contact with the enemy.

FAYOLLE,
General Commanding the Group
of Armies of the Reserve,

Les Armees Francaises, Tome VII, Vol. 1, Annexes 2d Vol.: Memorandum

Instructions
[Editorial Translation}

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH GROUP OF ARMIES OF THE RESERVE,
No. 5545 August 16, 1918--8 p. m.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE FRENCH TENTH ARMY

The Tenth Army will continue energetically its preparation for the proposed operation.

It will be ready to carry it out August 18. However the day cannot be fixed at this
moment because of the necessity of coordinating it with the attacks the British Third Army
is to make about the 20th, north of the SOMME.

The additional artillery which has been assigned to the Tenth Army will be returned
to the disposal of French G. H. Q. before August 25.



The General commanding the Group of Armies of the Reserve invites the attention of
the General commanding the Tenth Army to the special situation which results for that
army from the presence on its front of a number of positions organized for defense. These
make a formidable obstacle of the NAMPCEL---AUDIGNICOURT---VASSENS---MORSAIN Cut.

The surest way to overcome this would appear to be by organizing two principal
attacks:

1. One on the left, by way of the plateau of Les LOGES Farm in the direction of
BELLEFONTAINE and LOMBRAY. In that vicinity, by gaining a foothold in Bois de la
MONTAGNE which dominates the clearing at CARLEPONT, the head of the NAMPCEL-
AUDIGNICOURT Ravine is turned.

2. The other on the right, by way of the NOUVRON-VINGRE Plateau, in the direction
of VEZAPONIN. Operating from that side the MORSAIN---VASSENS---AUDIGNICOURT Ravine is
outflanked on the south.

Opposite these two zones powerful groups of batteries must therefore be massed,
leaving no doubt as to the success of the operation. Moreover these two zones are best
adapted to the employment of tanks.

FAYOLLE.

Les Armees Francaises, Tome VII, Vol. 1, Annexes 2d Vol.: Telegram

Possibility of Enemy Withdrawal
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH ARMIES OF THE NORTH AND NORTHEAST,
No. 2244 /M August 20, 191811 p. m.

General, Commander-in Chief,

To Hq., LAMORLAYE [French Group of Armies of the Reserve]
AVIZE [French Group of Armies of the Center]
BACON [Allied G. H. Q.]

1. Exploitation of the success of the French Tenth Army may induce the enemy to
withdraw rapidly north of the AISNE before the right of the Group of Armies of the
Reserve and the lefi of the Group of Armies of the Center.

2. It is important that our armies be not surprised by that movement. They will
therefore be ready to cross the VESLE at the first indication and pursue the retreating
enemy vigorously.

3. All precautions already indicated will be taken against possible enemy traps and
artful devices on the terrain and in the abandoned installations north of the VESLE.,

PETAIN.



Les Armees Francaises, Tome VII, Vol. 1, Annexes 2d Vol.: Order

Pursuit of Enemy to Continue

[Editorial Translation]
3d Section, General Staff FRENCH GROUP OF ARMIES OF THE RESERVE,
No. 6232 August 22, 1918.
[Extract]

Hg. LAMORLAYE [Group of Armies of the Reserve]
BRETEUIL [French First Army]
CLERMONT [French Third Army]
COYOLLES [French Tenth Army]
CHATEAU-THIERRY [French Sixth Army]
NIVILLERS [French Air Division]
PROVINS [FRENCH G. H. Q.]

1.  The Third Army is along the banks of the DIVETTE.

The Tenth Army holds the banks of the OISE and the AILETTE from SAMPIGNY 1o PONT-St-
MARD:; farther south it has occupied MAREUIL Farm, BAGNEUX, VALPRIEZ Farm, VILLERS-la-
FOSSE, VAUXREZIS, POMMIERS.

2. Covering itself toward the OISE and AILETTE, the Tenth Army will continue the
pursuit of the enemy between the AILETTE and the AISNE, so as to form a pincers with the
AISNE front and to open a passage for the right divisions of the French [ and XX Corps.

A special effort will be made on the left, south of the AILETTE, in the direction of
LAFFAUX Mill. In addition to the terrain being more favorable on that side, the desired
result will be more surely obtained.

The objective to be gained is first, to liberate SOISSONS, then to force the enemy to
withdraw from the VESLE to the AISNE.

* % * X & %

FAYOLLE.

Coded 9 p. m.



G-3, GHQ, AEF: Fldr. 441: Letter Order

Transfer of 32d Division to French Tenth Army

3d Section, General Staff GENERAL HEADQUARTERS, A. E. F.,
August 24, 1918.

MEMORANDUM FOR
Assistant Chief of Staff G-1.

Assistant Chief of Staff G-4.
Assistant Chief of Staff G-b5.

1. Following translation of a letter from French Mission, dated August 24, 1918, is
furnished you for your information:
I have the honor of informing you that because of the development of the
battle now in progress the Commander-in-Chief of the Armies of the North and
Northeast has decided to transfer the 32d Division to the Tenth Army to be used
on the front if necessary.
It will be transferred on the 24th instant.

By order: H. Leroy.
FOX CONNER,

Colonel, General Staff,
Assistant Chief of Staff G-3.

G-3, GHQ Files: Fldr. No. 441: Letter

Headquarters of the 32d Division
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, FRENCH MILITARY MISSION WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY,
No. 9693/3 August 27, 1918.

Lt. Colonel Linard, Chief of Staff of the French Military Mission with the American Army
To the General, Commander-in-Chief of the American Expeditionary Forces (G-3)
In response to your request of the 26th instant, I have the honor to advise you that
the headquarters of the American 32d Division will be at TARTIERS, VIC-sur-AISNE area (10
kms. northeast), effective August 27.
By order:

[Signature illegible]
Chief of 3d Section.

-10 -



Les Armees Francaises, Tome VII, Vol. 1, Annexes 2d Vol.: Memorandum

Instructions for operations
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH GROUP OF ARMIES OF THE RESERVE,
No. 7039 August 29, 1918--8p. m.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE FRENCH FIRST, THIRD, TENTH, AND SIXTH ARMIES
[Extract]

[.  Repulsing the enemy rearguards, the First and Third Armies have advanced to the
SOMME and the Canal du NORD. NOYON has been reoccupied.

II. The enemy seems to intend to halt on that line. It is expedient first to force
a crossing of the Canal. The most favorable points of attack are:

For the First Army:

a. Spur 77, south of ROUY, which can be surrounded with converging fires;
b. The portion where the Canal is tunneled (south of CACHY).

For the Third Army: The CHEVILLY Spur.

The points of general direction of the advance remain those indicated by Memorandum
6779 of August 27: [not printed]

First Army: HAM.

Third Army: GUISCARD, GUIVRY.

III. In order to enable the Third Army to operate on both banks of the OISE, the
French XVIII Corps is attached to it effective at midnight. However, the French 132d
Div. will remain at the disposal of the Tenth Army until further orders.

IV. Tenth Army: The actions fought today on the Tenth Army front show that the enemy
holds his front lines very strongly; besides, there is no longer hope of surprise effect.

Under those conditions, the Tenth Army will carry out a coordinated operation, pre-
pared in every detail.

A short preparation would not produce sufficient results. We should take advantage
of our artillery superiority to destroy systematically all obstacles which held up the
infantry advance today, particularly the strong points at CRECY-au-MONT, JUVIGNY,
CHAVIGNY, CUFFIES, etc.

The principal points against which attacks can debouch are: Plateau north of JUVIGNY
(zone of action of the French XXX Corps) and that at PASLY.

The main effort will be concentrated on them; particularly, the PASLY Plateau, which
can be covered with cross fire, will be made untenable for the enemy. Conquest of the
LAFFAUX Plateau will be the main purpose, so as to force the enemy to evacuate the line
of the VESLE.

* % k ¥ & %

FAYOLLE,
General Commanding the Group
of Armies of the Reserve.

11 -



Les Armees Francaises, Tome VII, Vol. 1, Annexes 2d Vol.: Memorandum
Plans to Rout Enemy from the Vesle
[Editorial Translation}

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH GROUP OF ARMIES OF THE RESERVE,
No. 7358 September 1, 1918---7 p. m.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE FRENCH FIRST, THIRD, SIXTH, AND TENTH ARMIES
[Extract]

I.  The directives for the First and Third Armies remain the same:
First Army: HAM, operating south of the SOMME, so as to surround the bend of the river.
Third Army: GUISCARD, so as to take in reverse the hilly massif which extends be-
tween that city and the OISE, and (o liberate NOYON.
II.  The Tenth Army has captured CRECY-au-MONT. It has advanced to the SOISSONS-
CHAUNY Road on both sides of TERNY-SORNY.
The main objective to be gained is still to bring about the fall of the line of the
VESLE. Consequently, the attacks will continue in the direction of LAFFAUX Mill.
Direction of attack are:
1. By way of Plateau 170 north of VREGNY (French I Corps):
2. By way of Plateau 169 north of NEUVILLE-sur-MARGIVAL (French XXX Corps;j.
Those directions are convergent and make it possible to turn MARGIVAL Ravine by
maneuver on the north and south.
The main effort, therefore, will be concentrated in those two directions.

* % ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥

FAYOLLE.

III Corps, Gen. File: Fldr. 312: Letter
Assignment of the III Corps
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH MILITARY MISSION WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY,

No. 9859/3 September 3, 1918,
[Editorial Translation]

1068/01

L{. Colonel Linard, Chiefl of French Military Mission with the American Army
To the General, Commander-in-Chief of the American Expeditionary Forces, G-3

Pursuant to my Communication No. 9854 of the 2d instant, I have the honor to advise
you that the American III Army Corps will become a part of the French Fifth Army, effec-
tive at zero hour, September 4.

By order:

{Signature illegible]
Chief of Staff.

-12 -



III Corps, Gen. File: Fldr. 441: Letter

Relief of the 32d Division _from the Front

[Editorial Translation]

3d Section FRENCH MILITARY MISSION WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY,
No. 9868/3 September 3, 1918.
1189/01
Lt. Colonel Linard, Chief of Staff of the French Military Mission with the American Army
To the General, Commander-in-Chief of the American Expeditionary Forces G-3

I have the honor to advise you that the American 32d Division was withdrawn for
several days from the front, on the night of September [August] 23.

By order:

[Signature illegible]
Chief of Stafl.

Les Armees Francaises, Tome VII, Vol. 1, Annexes 2d Vol.: Memorandum
Pursuit of Enemy
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH GROUP OF ARMIES OF THE RESERVE,
No. 7709 September 4, 1918.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE FRENCH FIRST, THIRD, TENTH AND SIXTH ARMIES
[Exiract)

As a result of the pressure exercised by the Third and Tenth Armies the enemy is in
retreat before the right of the First Army and on the entire front of the Third and Sixth
Armies.

Pursuit has started and will be carried out with the utmost energy.

General Direclions:

First Army: HAM---ESSIGNY-le-GRAND:

Third Army: CHAUNY-TERGNIER, by operations particularly north of the OISE;

Tenth Army: LAFFAUX la MALMAISON.

The Sixth Army will move on its entire front from the VESLE to the AISNE, maintaining
contact on the right with the French Fifth Army.
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The Third Army will place in reserve the most tired divisions as its front becomes
narrower, so as to expedite their reorganization.

* % ¥ & & &

FAYOLLE,
General Commanding the Group of
Armies of the Reserve.

I Corps, Gen. File; Fldr. 312: Memorandum

Relief of the OI Corps from the French Fifth Army
[Editorial Translation]
Military No. 2817/M FRENCH GENERAL HEADQUARTERS,
Received 1 p. m., September 5, 1918

French General Headquarters to French Military Mission at CHAUMONT-Communique to all
concerned

[Extract]

The American III Army Corps will be relieved on the front of the French Fifth Army by
the Italian II Army Corps.

With a view {o returning as early as possible the headquartiers and nondivisional
elements of the American !II Corps to the control of the Commander-in-Chief of the Ameri-
can Army, the headquarters and nondivisional elements of the French XVI Army Corps will,
as soon as unloaded, relieve these elements in the French Sixth Army. The headquarters
and nondivisional elements of the XVI Corps will be later relieved by the headquarters and
nondivisional elements of the Italian II Army Corps and then placed at the disposal of
the French Group of Armies.of the Reserve, in accordance with conditions prescribed in my
Telegram No. 2744 of September 3.

x k % ¥ % &

The conditions under which the American 77th and 28th Divisions will be relieved by
the Italian 3d and 8th Infantry Divisions will be indicated later.

The Reserve Group of Armies and the Group of Armies of the Center will make their
respective reports on the dates of release and regrouping of the headquarters and non-
divisional elements of the III Corps and the ltalian II Corps.

Release of the American III Corps will be pushed vigorously.

For the oflicer on duty, Code Section:

MULLER.
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Les Armees Francaises, Tome VII, Vol. I, Annexes 2d Vol.: Order

Pursuit of Enemy
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH FIFTH ARMY,
No. 2861/3 September 5, 1918---8:30 p. m.

GENERAL ORDERS NO. 70

I.  The enemy still holds the heights north of the VESLE, between REIMS and Les
VENTEAUX.

Farther to the left, units of the French V Corps have crossed the river at COURLANDON
and in one place have reached Bois de VIGNEUX and COTE 180 at another point.

On our left, the American units extend the line toward MERVAL.

II. I the enemy continues his withdrawal, all corps will pursue him closely by
routing his rearguards and breaking their last remaining resistance. In order to main-
tain contact and to know every move of the enemy the French V and XIV Corps will send
patrols north of the VESLE during the night.

III. In the event the enemy holds his ground north of the VESLE, the V Corps will
continue, during the night of September 5/6 and the day of the 6th, the execution of the
operation started the day of the 5th, which has as its object:

1. To gain ground facing north, in the direction of ROMAIN, in conjunction with
the right division of the American corps.

2. Under the protection of troops which will hold the heights north of ROMAIN,
to execute with reserve detachments a turn to the east, in order gradually to reduce the
defenses of the north bank of the VESLE.

IV. Finally, if the American corps reaches its objectives on the AISNE during the
day of the 6th, and the enemy continues to offer strong resistance on the general line:
St-THIERRY---TRIGNY---MONTIGNY---ROMAIN, the V Corps, in order to dislodge him, would
have to put on an attack, following the axis: ARBRE de ROMAIN---GUYENCOURT. For this
purpose, it has available the French 20th Inf. Div.

Further orders will be issued if necessary.

BERTHELOT,
General Commanding the Fifth Army.
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Report G-3 First Army 114.0: Letter

II Corps Transferred for Duty in French Second Army

3d Section, General Staff GENERAL HEADQUARTERS, A. E. F.,
Chaumont, Haute-Marne, September 7, 1918.

FROM: Assistant Chief of Staff G-3
TO: Commanding General III Corps
[Extract]

1. Referring to Telegram 690 G-3 (September 6) the following is furnished for your
information and guidance.

2. The entire III Corps will, under an agreement reached with the French G. H. Q.,
be transferred for duty in the French Second Army. For administrative purposes the corps
will report to the Commanding General, First Army, headquarters at LIGNY-en-BARROIS.
Arrangements for putting corps troops and divisions into the line will be made by you in
conformity with orders from the Chief of Staff, First Army.

3. It is understood that your headquarters will be free to move on the 9th instant.
Your first duty will probably be the command, under the Commanding General, French Second
Army, of a corps in line comprising the American 33d Division and one French division.

* % % ¥ ¥ %

5. The 32d Division is to begin entraining in the region of VILLERS-COTTERETS be-
ginning at 6 o'clock September 9.* * *

6. The 28th Division will begin entraining at about 6 o'clock September 12 in the
region of GERMAINE---EPERNAY---AVIZE * * *

7. The 77th Division will begin entraining in the region of EPERNAY soon after the
28th Division, exact date to be fixed later.

* ¥ % ¥ % %

By order:

FOX CONNER,
Brigadier General, General Stafl.
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French Tenth Army
August 17 - September 5, 1918

HS Fr. Files: 420-30.1: Order

Instructions for Attack
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH TENTH ARMY,
No. 1024 S August 17, 1918.

FIELD ORDERS NO. 405

I.  The Tenth Army, on August [sic], at an H hour which will be fixed by special
order, will make an attack to gain us complete possession of the enemy covering zone.

II. The front which is to be reached, set beyond the enemy outposts line, is out-
lined by the following points: Trench on the north slope of MONTAGNE des ROSETTES [not
identified]---Le FOUR-a-VERRE---south edges of Bois de la MONTAGNE---crossroads on Cote
169---dominating ridges north and south of NAMPCEL---ridge of the Arbre-Observatoire
[tree-observatory: Shown as: Arbre Obs.™ on French 1:20,000 map]---La GRANGE-aux- [des]-
MOINES Farm [Creutedu} Le FOUR-a-CHAUX---ridge one kilometer south of VASSENS---
PALLOISE [FALLOISE] Farm---plateau north of NOUVRON-VINGRE---ridge south of NOUVRON-
VINGRE---edge of ridge 800 meters west of MOULIN de FOUQUEROLLES [Anc.” M."],

III. The respective boundaries of the attack zones of the corps will be as follows
{plan directeur 20,000):

Between the French XVIII and French VII Corps: Point 2010---CARRIERE [Quarry] du
TROU-HENRI---crossroads 300 meters northwest of CROISETTE Farm---Point 5051.05---ridge
dominating Le FRESNE and BRESSON on the north. (Those points inclusive to the VII Corps.)

Between the VII and French XXX Corps: AUSTERLITZ Communication Trench---
COULEUVRES Communication Trench---battery emplacement 7463---dominating ridge north of
VASSENS---battery emplacement 9573 (those points inclusive to the VII Corps)---ARBRE-de-
VASSENS Road---Cote 160---BALISE de la TOUR (1,200 meters southwest of SELENS), (these
points inclusive to the XXX Corps).

Between the French XXX Corps and the French I Corps: GUILLET Communication Trench---
Point 9029---COTE 150---LUMIGNON Communication Trench---bridge over the Ru HOZIEN
[Creek], north of VEZAPONIN (these points incl. to the I Corps).

IV. The attack will be preceded by a preparation, for which, because of the prelim-
inary demolition and, more especially, of the breaches which will have to be effected, the
procedure will be prescribed by the corps commanders concerned.

Everything will be done whereby, from the start our counterbattery can attain maxi-
mum power.

V. The attack will be carried out solely by those divisions which are actually in
sector.

However, during the night following the attack, corps commanders will move up the
divisions which are to be put into the front line in preparation for the attack against
the principal position and which whereever this has been accomplished, will thus be
placed immediately in rear of their future battle positions.

During the said night the support battalions of the units which have executed the
attack will be available to the divisions thus brought into second line.
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The battalions which are holding the front will only leave their most advanced ele-
ments in place and these will continue to provide front line security until the following
night.

That same night, the generals commanding those divisions which are to participate in
the attack of the principal position will proceed to occupy their respective C. P.'s.

The generals commanding divisions which are to execute subsequent attacks from the front
line, will assume command of their sectors at a time which will be fixed by the corps
commander.

VI. Whenever the objectives have been reached, reconnaissance will be pushed forward
for the purpose of maintaining contact with the enemy.

VII. The 17th and 127th Inf. Divs., which are placed respectively within the zones of
the VII and II Corps are maintained in army reserve.

MANGIN.

Les Armees Francaises, Tome VII, Vol. 1, Annexes 2d Vol.: Order

Preparation for Attack

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH TENTH ARMY,
No. 1029/S August 19, 1918.

FIELD ORDERS NO. 410
[Extract]

1. The day of the 19th will be devoted to the destruction of barbwire, the firing
of concentrations on reserves, and to counterbattery.

II. August 20, the Tenth Army will pass to the attack of the enemy’s principal posi-
tion of resistance which extends in depth as far as the line; SAMPIGNY---CUTS---
BLERANCOURT---MONT-du-CROCQ Farm---VEZAPONIN---TARTIERS---CUISY-en-ALMONT.

[II. On reaching that {front, the division, without halting, will pursue the enemy so
as to reach:

French XVIII A. C.: The OISE and AILETTE as far as the CHAMPS Bridge (excl.);

French VII A. C.;: The AILETTE from the CHAMPS Bridge to that of CRECY au MONT
(incl.);

French XXX A. C.: The plateau from CRECY au MONT (incl.) to JUVIGNY (excl.);

French I A. C.: South edge of the JUVIGNY Plateau.

IV. The attack will start at 7:10 a. m.: It will be preceded by a powerful prepara-
tion, the duration of which will be fixed by each corps commander, and by counterbattery
fire as strong as possible.

V. The attack will be supported, on the front of the XVIII, VII, and I Corps, by
the tanks which will enter the line at the same time that the infantry moves forward.

*¥ %k % % %
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VII. The participation of the air division (pursuit and day bombardments) will be the
subject of a later order.

All the rear areas of the battle front will be bombed during the nights preceding
the attack.

¥ %% x %%

MANGIN.

Les Armees Francaises, Tome VII. Vol. 1, Annexes 2d Vol.: Order

Continuation of Attack
[Editorial Translation)

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH TENTH ARMY,
No. 1035/S August 20, 1918.

GENERAL ORDERS NO. 415
[Extract]

I.  Front reached at end of day: Line running as follows: PIMPREZ---CARLEPONT (excl.)
---CAISNES (excl.}---GIZANCOURT---BLERANCOURDELLE---area west of COTE 160---
VEZAPONIN---BIEUXY---Les CAVES---CUISY-en-ALMONT---LAVAL (excl.)---COURTIL---
POMMIERS Sugar Mill.

We have taken several thousand prisoners.

II.  During the night direct contact will be maintained with the enemy and he will be
subjected to continuous pressure. We will be prepared to pursue him if he withdraws.

Units will be reorganized and reserves reconstituted.

III. Tomorrow, August 21, continuation of the attack in conformity with Order No. 410
of August 19, 1918,

Zones of action: No change.

The French I and XXX Army Corps * * * will drive to the CRECY-au-MONT---TERNY-SORNY
---SOISSONS Road.

The Franch XVIII and VII Army Corps will occupy the villages at the foot of the
slopes and will push their pursuit elements in the direction of the OISE and the AILETTE,

* % % % % %

MANGIN,
General Commanding the Tenth Army.
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232-32.7: Operation Order

Transfer of the 32d Division to the French Tenth Army
[Contemporary Translation]

3d Bureau, General Staff FRENCH TENTH ARMY,
No. 1056 August 23, 1918.

ORDER NO. 433
[Extract]

I.  The American 32d Division will transport itself August 24 upon the AISNE (west
of SOISSONS), where it will be in reserve of the army group and administered [supplied]
by the Tenth Army.

Headquarters Tenth Army: COYOLLES.

P. C. Tenth Armny: Chateau MONTAUBAN at HAUTE-FONTAINE.,

* % ¥k ¥ ¥ %

MANGIN.

Les Armees Francaises, Tome VII, Vol. 1, Annexes 2d Vol.: Order

Corps Boundaries
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH TENTH ARMY,
No. 1061/S August 24, 1918.

FIELD ORDERS NO. 437
[Extract]

Boundary between XVIII and VII Corps - BLERANCOURT---La RUE de NOYON---La
TUILERIE---PRAAST---BARISIS (these points to VII Corps).

Boundary between VII and XXX Army Corps - VASSENS---Signal 158 (2,500 meters north
of VEZAPONIN), these points to XXX A. C.; BONNEMAISON Farm (to VII A. C.)---chateau 200
meters north of CRECY-au-MONT---bridge across the AILETTE on the main highway to
CHAUNY---then, JUMENCOURT---QUINCY-BOSSE (these points to XXX A. C.).

Boundary between XXX and I Army Corps - NOUVRON-VINGRE---TARTIERS---crossroads of
road from TARTIERS to JUVIGNY with road leading to VALPRIEZ Farm---H{ll 131 (2 kilometers
north of CHAVIGNY), these points to I A. C.; BEAUMONT Farm---TERNY-SORNY (these points to
XXX A. C.), SORNY to I A. C.;: VAUXAILLON Road to point 2 kilometers from SORNY to XXX
A. C. CREUTE BABYLONE, wooded area 800 meters north of BESSY Farm to I A. C.
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Whenever the advance of the [ A. C. becomes pronounced, the boundary between the |
and XXX Army Corps will be: the road TARTIERS---NOUVRON-VINGRE---BERNY-RIVIERE, said
road to XXX A. C.

% % ¥ % %

MANGIN,
General Commanding the Tenth Army.

HS Fr. Files: 420-30.1: Order

Missions of Army and Corps
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH TENTH ARMY,
No. 1057 S August 25, 1918,

FIELD ORDERS NO. 443
[Extract]

[.  The Tenth Army has been assigned the mission to break through the enemy front
between the AISNE and FORET de St-GOBAIN and to seize the LAFFAUX Plateau, then march
towards the northeast, direction of advance TERNY-SORNY, LAON, effecting the fall, first,
of the AISNE line and, second, the AILETTE line.

* %k % %k % %

[II. Mission of the Corps.*

French VII Corps, employing the French 48th, 33d and 2d Inf. Divs. (the French 33d at
St-AUBIN to relieve the French 55th effective the morning of the 26th), has for its
mission the covering of the left of the attack from the FORET de St-GOBAIN side. For
this purpose, it will first of all cross the canal and the AILETTE and throw the enemy
back to the edges of the forest between BARISIS and BRANCOURT inclusive.

French XXX Corps, employing in front line the French 17th, 64th and 127th Inf. Divs.;
in second line the Moroccan 2d Div., French 66th Inf. Div. and American 32d Inf. Div. is
charged with the direct attack.

It will assure the conquest of the plateau north of TERNY-SORNY, then, marching by
way of both banks of the AILETTE, it will reach the front: Hill 188 - La MONTAGNE (2
kms. northeast of BRANCOURT)---ANIZY---ARBRE de MONTBAVIN.

Later direction of advance: ANIZY---FAUCOUCOURT---MOLINCHARD.

French I Corps employing on the left, French 59th and 41st Inf. Divs. in front line,
on the left, French 69th and 5th Inf. Divs. in front line and French 32d Inf. Div. in
second line, will first of all reach Le MOULIN de LAFFAUX, advancing on its left to
LEURY-CLAMECY Ridge, on its right to VREGNY Ridge.

* The French 132d Inf. Div. of the French XVIII A. C. south of the OISE will fall in with the attack of the VII Corps.
Objective: PIERREMANDE.
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It is charged then with seizing Le PLATEAU de La MALMAISON as well as the debouches

north of the AILETTE:
1. Heights of MONTBAVIN
2. Heights of MONAMPTEUIL

Later direction of advance: CHAVIGNON-CHIVY

French XX Corps employing French 12th, 25th and 29th Inf. Divs. (the latter beginning
the evening of the 29th), will cross the AISNE down stream from CONDE, by neutralizing the
heights north of CHASSEMY. Movement dependent on advance of the right in the I Corps.

First objective: La ROYERE Plateau north of VAILLY.

Later the XX Corps will be charged with mopping up Le CHEMIN des DAMES in conjunc-
tion with the French Sixth Army, covering on the right the movement of the I Corps.

IV. Crossing of the AISNE (I, XX A. C.’s) and the AILETTE (XXX, VII A. C.’s) to be
effected first of all by the greatest possible number of footbridges for the infantry crossing,

The pontoon bridges will be thrown as soon as the advance will permit. That opera-
tion will be prepared in advance in every detail.

V. The date of the operations will be announced by further orders. They will
specify, in the case of the attack of the right of the I Corps (VREGNY Plateau), the time
of departure, dependent, of course, upon the advance of the left, particularly on the
front TERNY-SORNY---LEUR-CROUY.

VI. Tanks.

The XXX Corps will employ the 502d Regt. (3 bns.)

The I Corps will employ the 503d Regt. (3 bns.)

The 12th Bn., 504th Regt., army reserve.

The action of the battalions in depth will be so regulated as to have large available
manpower every day. Each battalion will be employed only every other day.

Artillery: Distribution already prescribed.

Air Service: Further orders.

Remarks: The distribution of the infantry divisions indicated in Paragraph III above
may be changed because of events which might occur before the attack.

The method of attack will depend also on the advance which might still be made.

MANGIN.

232-32.7: Order

Units at Disposal of French XXX Corps
[Contemporary Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH TENTH ARMY,
No. 1072/S August 25, 1918,

OPERATIONS ORDER NO. 448
[Extract]
I.  The following units will be at the disposal of the XXX Army Corps beginning at
8 h., August 26, 1918:

(1) The Moroccan 2d Division in the region of the Ferme MONT-du-CROCQ---BOUT-
de-VAUX.
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(2) The 66th Infantry Division in the zone RETHONDES (Q.G.)---St-CREPIN-aux-
BOIS, CARREFOUR du PUITS-d’'ORLEANS,

(3) The American 32d Division in the zone TROSLY-BREUIL---COURTIEUX---MONTIGNY-
LENGRAIN---CHELLES---PIERREFONDS.

Q. G.: CHATEAU La CHENOYE

* % % ¥ % %

MANGIN.

232-32.7: Order

Corps Boundaries of French Tenth Army Defined
[Contemporary Translation]

3d Bureau, General Staff FRENCH TENTH ARMY,
No. 1081/S August 26, 1918.

OPERATIONS ORDER NO. 452
Modifying Order No. 437 of August 24, 1918

In order to extend the rear areas of the XXX Army Corps, the following modifications
are made, to take effect from noon, August 27, in the limits of the zones of action of
the army corps as fixed by Order No. 437.

Limit between the VII Army Corps and XVIII Army Corps: This is carried more to the
northwest so as to give to the VII Army Corps the use of the road NAMPCEL---Fme de
QUENNEVIERES---MORENVAL Fme.

Limit between the VII Army Corps and XXX Army Corps: Cote 160 (3 km. northeast of
VASSENS)---VEZIN (to the XXX C. A.)---Le BOUT-de-VAUX (to VII Army Corps)---crossroads:
VIC-sur-AISNE---CARLEPONT main highway and from AUTRECHES---MOULIN-sous-TOUVENT
[secondary] Road [thence]---ARBRE-de-BITRY---railroad grade crossing 500 meters north of
JAULZY,

Limit between the XXX C. A. and the | C. A.: This is carried more to the south so
as to leave to the XXX C. A. the disposal of the road VEZAPONIN---NOUVRON-VINGRE---
VINGRE---St-CHRISTOPHE-a-BERRY.

MANGIN.
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232-32.7: Operation Order

Combat Instructions
[Contemporary Translation]

3d Bureau, General Staff FRENCH TENTH ARMY,
No. 1086/S August 26, 1918.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE ARMY CORPS
[Extract]

I.  The battle must be won.

The battle will have been won if we attain the heights which dominate the LAON Plain,
thus assuring for us the outlet to the plain and the exploitation.

In order to reach this objective, the progress should be given the greatest rapidity
possible, so that the enemy will not have a chance to reform under the repeated blows
which we will strike.

The battle will have to be won in one day.

The means put in operation, the tactical situation, the morale of the enemy permit
our obtaining this result.

* %k & * % %

III. During the period preceding the battle, the I A. C. will take care to assure for
itself a good base of departure.

On the whole front, the enemy must be prevented from reforming; annoying his reliefs,
make difficult his bringing up supplies, his organization, inflict as heavy losses upon
him as possible.

To this end, the harassing fires should be kept up methodically, and concentration
fires should be effected whenever an occasion presents itself.

The artillery will proceed with the location and destruction of the enemy’s battery
emplacements, particularly those of St-GOBAIN.

Everything should be ready for a short and powerful preparation.

IV. The army corps will dispose for the battle of the divisions of 1st and of 2d
line, enumerated in the Order of Operations No. 443, of August 25,

(a) The advance of the first line divisions will be rapid. It can attain at the
outset 100 m. in two minutes.

Later, the progress will be less rapid by reason of the fatigue of the men and the
necessity of according them short pauses to get their breath and the necessity of read-
justing the barrages.

The first line divisions should be able to carry the attack to a depth of 10 km.
or thereabouts. The effort should correspond about to the front: BRANCOURT---PINON---
plateau of La MALMAISON.

(b) The second line divisions will follow in the footsteps of the first line
divisions in accordance with the orders of the commanders of the A. C.’s and at a distance,
at the outset of 3 to 4 km.

The passing will take place without there being any stop to the advance of the
Ist line divisions, the distance between the 1st and the 2d line divisions diminishing in
the course of the progress by reason of the difference in gait.

(c) After having been passed, the divisions having become 2d line divisions will
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reform in such manner as to constitute a new echelon of the maneuver, available for the
exploitation.

This latter will be done, depending upon the conditions of the troops, either, by
alternating between the 1st and the 2d line divisions, or by the continuous action of the
leading divisions. It should not be forgotten that the enemy divisions have kept up the
pursuit for a week without being relieved.

The alternation will usually be regulated by understanding between the commanders
of the 1st and of the 2d line divisions, whose P. C.’s are known, as the A. C. cannot be
informed in time to regulate this movement.

The headquarters of the divisions should be as mobile as possible - on horseback
- the liaison with the rear being insured at all times by the axis of liaison (telephonic,
optic, wireless, ground telegraphy, mounted orderlies, runners), the establishing and the
functioning of which should be very closely watched by the command. Insist that the re-
ports bear the hour at which the occurrence reported took place.

V. Lightened equipment (no pack, nor overcoat, nor blankets - the shelter-half
taking the place of both), the pushing forward of the rations and ammunition supplies,
the regulation of the march of the combat trains, the order in the traffic, are also all
important factors in the rapidity of the advance.

Material taken from the enemy should be made use of (rations, machine guns, cannon)
wherever possible, so as to reduce the necessities of the supply.

V1. Inresume, the maneuver has as a basis, the ardent desire to gain ground.

Nothing is done as long as it still remains to be done. This principle should be
thought of by all. Victory is at the end of the effort.

MANGIN.

HS Fr. Files: 420-30.1: Order

Relief of French Division by American 32d Division
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH TENTH ARMY,
No. 1090/S August 27, 1918—--4:25p. m.

SPECIAL ORDER NO. 457
|[Extract]

I. The American 32d Infantry Division, at the disposal of the French XXX A. C.,
will relieve the French 127th Infantry Division the night of 27/28.

* k k k¥ %

MANGIN.
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232-32.7: Order
Instructions for Air Bombardment
[Contemporary Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH TENTH ARMY,
No. 1097/S August 27, 1918--21:05 h.

SPECIAL ORDER NO. 460
for Aviation
[Extract]

I.  PURSUIT: Large patrols as soon as daybreak:; destruction of drachen at the time
of attack.

One hour after departure, the major portion of the D. Ae. [Air Division] will inter-
vene to assure the mastery of the air. Combat troops will be machine-gunned.

Between 10 and 6 h. aerial operations will stress protection of army corps activities.

From 16 h. to nightfall, renewed intervention in forces, in order to repulse and to
maintain the enemy aviation far back into their lines.

* % % % % %

MANGIN.

HS Fr. Files: 420-30.1: Order
Pursuit of Retreating Enemy to Continue
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH TENTH ARMY,
No. 1115/S August 30, 1918--3 p. m.

FIELD ORDERS NO. 470

I.  The enemy is withdrawing on the front of the French I Corps.
We have occiipied CHAVIGNY, CUFFIES, CROUY and reached the road: LEURY-under-
ground quartics on the plateau of HILL 159 south of LEURY.
II. Thel Corps will vigorously continue the pursuit already begun with the front
line units, which will be followed by the main body.
The entire French 69th Infantry Division will be moved to the plateaus north of the
AISNE, followed by the French 5th Infantry Division, which will be deployed on its right.
The French XX Corps, the French 29th Infantry Division leading, will take the neces-
sary measures to begin its movement behind the right of the I Corps.
The French XXX Corps, maneuvering its right, will push out to the TERNY-SORNY Plateau.

MANGIN.
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HS Fr. Files: 420-30.1: Order
American 370th Regiment Attached to French Division
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH TENTH ARMY,
No. 2039 P. C. September 4, 1918.

SPECIAL ORDER NO. 499
[Extract]

As of August [September?] 5, 1918, inclusive, the American 370th Inf. Regt., which
is now stationed in the region MAREUIL-sur-OURCQ---VILLENEUVE-sous-THURY---AUTHEUIL-
en-VALOIS---BOURNEVILLE, is placed at the disposal of the 59th Inf. Div. in conformity with
provisions contained in Memorandum No. 48, 557, General Headquarters, of August 31, 1918.
The regiment in question should proceed to and bivouac within the zone occupied by
the aforementioned infantry division as soon as practicable.

% % ¥ %%
By order:

Chief of Staff.

HS Fr. Files: 420-30.1: Order
Pursuit of Enemy
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH TENTH ARMY,
No. 1145/S September 5, 1918---4:30 p. m.

FIELD ORDER NO. 504
[Extract]

I.  The enemy is beating a retreat on the entire army front. We have occupied
FOLEMBRAY, COUCY-1a-VILLE, COUCY-le-CHATEAU, the ANTIOCHE Plateau, MARGIVAL,
BREGNY, CHIVRES, and have reached the AISNE upstream from the confluence of the VESLE,

II. The pursuit will continue without cessation by brushing aside the enemy rear-
guards with a view to passing to the attack as soon as we have determined the front on
which the enemy has decided to halt.

¥k % x % %

General direction: LAON.

* % %k k % %

CH. MANGIN.
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HS Fr. Files: 420-30.1: Order

Movement of American 32d Division
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH TENTH ARMY,
No. 1149/S September 5, 1918.

ORDER NO. 509

I.  The American 32d Division, to be returned very shortly to the disposal of General
Pershing, will move on September 6 to the zone: BERNEUIL---ATTICHY---BITRY---COURTIEUX---
MONTIGNY-LENGRAIN---CHELLES---St-ETIENNE---La CHENOYE---BREUIL (HAUTE-FONTAINE
excl.).

C. P.: La CHENOYE. The artillery will, as soon as possible, rejoin the division in
that zone.

II. The American 32d Division will pass to army reserve, effective at 6 p. m., Sep-
tember 6.

MANGIN.

Les Armees Francaises, Tome VII, Vol, 1, Annexes 2d Vol.: Order

Postponement of Attack
{Editorial Translation)]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH TENTH ARMY,
No. 1159/S September 7, 1918---10:30 p. m.

GENERAL ORDERS NO. 524
[Extract]

The attack planned for September 8 by General Orders No. 521 is postponed to Sep-
tember 9.

* % %k % ¥ %k

MANGIN,
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French XXX Army Corps
August 26 - September 4, 1918

232-32.7: Order

Combat Instructions
[Contemporary Translation]

3d Section, General Staff XXX ARMY CORPS,
No. 438/3 August 26, 1918.

OPERATION ORDER NO. 101
[Extract]
1. In execution of the orders of the Tenth Army, the Moroccan 2d Division, the 66th

Infantry Division, and the American 32d Division, put at the disposal of the General
commanding the XXX A. C., will station themselves during the night of August 26/27 * * *

* % k ¥ % %

The American 32d Division - TARTIERS (placed alongside the P, C. of the 127th
Infantry Division).

H. PENET,
The General Cmdg,. the XXX A. C.

232-32.7: Order

Disposition of Artillery
[Contemporary Translation]

3d Section, General Staff XXX ARMY CORPS,
No. 447/3 August 27, 1918-10:15 h.

OPERATION ORDER NO. 103
[Extract]
L. MISSION: The mission of the XXX A. C. is fixed in an extract of Order No. 443,

from the general commanding the army [Aug. 25, 1918]* which is addressed to the generals
commanding the infantry division and to the colonel commanding the artillery.

* Printed in Tenth Army.
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II. The XXX A. C. will have at its disposal for attack: The three divisions in
first line: 17th D. 1.---64th D. 1.---American 32d Division.

The three divisions in second line: Moroccan 2d Division---66th Inf. Div.---

Moroccan 1st Div.

III. ZONE OF ACTION OF THE INFANTRY DIVISIONS: * * * The infantry divisions will
maneuver, each in its zone, in order to turn any obstacles which may obstruct their
march, running over, if necessary, momentarily into neighboring zones if such a movement
is found to be necessary to assure the continuity of the advance.

IV. DISTRIBUTION OF THE ARTILLERY:

(a) Artillery at the disposal of the infantry divisions:

75 Heavy Artillery (short)

17th D. 1.

3 groups of A. D./17 3 btrys. of 155 short Sch. (A. C./17)

3 groups of 272d Art. Regt. C. P. 3 btrys. of 155 short Sch. (A. D./2d D. M.)

3 groups of Div. Art., 2d D. M. 3 btrys. of 155 short Sch. (III/303d)

2 btrys. 220 T. R.

64th D. L.

3 groups of A. D./64 3 btrys. 155 short Sch. (A. D./64)

3 groups of 60th Art. Regt. C. P. 3 btrys. 155 short Sch. (1/303)

3 groups of A. D./66 3 btrys. 155 short Sch. (A. D./66)
American 32 Division

3 groups of A, D./127 3 btrys. 155 short Sch. (A. D./127)

4 groups of A. D./D. 1. U. S. 4 btrys. 155 short Sch. (A. C./D. L U. S))

3 groups of A. D./1st D. M, 3 btrys. 155 short Sch. (A. D./1st D. M.)

2 batteries 220 T. R.
2 batteries 220 - 1901.

(b) Artillery of the army corps:
The heavy artillery (long) of the army corps comprises:

3 batteries of 105 long

9 batteries of 155 long - Model 1877 - 1914
5 batteries of 155 long - Model 1877

4 batteries of 145

6 batteries of 155 G. P. F.

* % % ¥ % %

IX. CAVALRY: The use of the cavalry will be regulated by special order.

¥ % % x * %

XI. AERONAUTICS:
(a) Distribution of means:

Squadron No. 18 Command
" " 278 64th D. I, and Am. 32d Div.
259 17th D. L.
" " 216 Heavy Art. of XXX Corp
" " 203 Group Mussel
Balloon 29 17th D. 1. and heavy artillery.
Balloon 87 64th D. I. Am. 32d D. 1. and H. A,

{b) One avion will be reserve to accompany the tanks.
* ¥ %
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XlI. SUCCESSIVEP. C.’s:
XXX C. A.: Ferme FORETS---MONTECOUVE---MONT-de-LEUILLY.
Advanced information center of the A. C.: MONTECOUVE---MONT-de-LEUILLY---MONT-
des-SINGES.
17th D. I. and 2d D. M.: Fme FORETS---Fme MAREUIL.
64th and 66th D. I.: VEZAPONIN---MONTECOUVE---MONT de LEUILLY.
American 32d Div. and 1st D. M.: TARTIERS---JUVINGY---FONTAINE-St-REMY.

LR R 3 2 K )

H. PENET.
232-32.7: Order
Relief of French Division
[Contemporary Translation]
3d Bureau, General Staff XXX ARMY CORPS,
No. 448/3 August 27, 1918.

OPERATION ORDER NO. 104
[Extract]

1. The American 32d Division will relieve during the night of August 27/28, 1918,
the 127th Infantry Division in the zone of action given over to this latter division.

II. The details of the operation will be regulated by the General commanding the
127th Infantry Division after an understanding with the General commanding the 32d
Division.

LK 2% 3 3%

VI. TAKING OVER OF COMMAND - by the General commanding the American 32d Divi-
sion at 7 a. m., August 28, 1918.

L Bk 2 3 3

VII. Since the American units are in greater strength than the French units they will
not relieve number for number the units of the 127th Infantry Division. The General
commanding the 127th Division will give his relief orders with this situation in mind.

PENET,
General Cmdg. the XXX Army Corps.
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232-32.7: Order
Date of Attack
[Contemporary Translation]

3d Bureau, General Staff XXX ARMY CORPS,
No. 477/3 August 28, 1918.

OPERATIONS ORDER NO. 112
[Extract]
I.  The attack planned by Order of Operations No. 443 issued by the commanding gen-
eral of the army will take place on the 29th in the morning; the hour will be fixed by a
special order.

II. The artillery preparation preceding the attack will have a duration of 25 min-
utes and will be effected with the maximum violence.

* k %k % & %

PENET,
The General Cmdg. the XXX Army Corps.

232-32.7: Order

Provisions _for Exploiting Advance Made by Americans

No. 117 [Contemporary Translation] XXX ARMY CORPS,
3d Bureau, General Staff August 29, 1918---11:50 h.
No. 489/3

By order of the general commanding the army, to exploit the advance made by the
Americans, who have attained TERNY-SORNY with their regiment of the right:

{a) The Moroccan 1st Div, following the rear brigade of the American 32d Div. will
move up in between the 64th Div, and the 32d Div. with a view of spreading out beyond the
CRECY-au-MONT Road in order to act in the zone formerly given over to the 64th Division.

A company of tanks is put at the disposal of the 1st Div. which will have at its
disposal, from the beginning, its own artillery, which artillery will later be reinforced.

(b) The 17th Div., and the 64th Div., will act facing toward the northeast, guarding
the flank of the principal action, carried on by the 32d Div., and the Moroccan 1st
Division.

{c} After the passage (or passing by) of the 1st Div., the 66th Div. will move in
behind the 32d Div. and will follow its movement as second line. The Moroccan 2d Div.,
also leaning or pressing more to the south will place itself back of the 1st Div. and
follow its movement as a division of the second line.

H. PENET,
The General Cmdg. the XXX A. C.
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P. S. - The general commanding the 1st Div. will make known the hour at which he will be
in a position to intervene on the plateau to the northeast of JUVIGNY, so as to allow the
17th Div. and the 64th Div. to stop the fire upon this region being carried out by them.

H. PENET.

232-32.7: Telephone Message

Combat Instructions
[Contemporary Translation]
August 29, 1918--10:45 o’clock.
From: PENET (XXX Corps])
To: HAAN (American 32d Div.)

On account of the success obtained by your leading brigade, activate as much as pos-
sible the movement of your 2d Brigade, prescribing it to act in the northern part of your
sector, even by outflanking on this side in order to widen the gap already made.

This will allow one regiment of the 64th Div., which I am pushing toward your zone
to advance toward the northeast, in liaison with you. If necessary, push your 2d Brigade
to the south of JUVIGNY in order to execute the movement prescribed above.

Moreover, I am taking action so that the Moroccan division follows your movement
very closely and that it may move in to prolong your left and act in the zone of the 64th
Div. in case the regiment in question in the movement referred to above does not advance
rapidly enough,

On the other hand, the general commanding the army has given orders to the 59th Div.
and the 41st Div. to push forward as far as possible in their zones in order to support
on the right the movement of the 32d Div.

232-32.7: Order

Change in Orders
[Contemporary Translation]

3d Bureau, General Staff XXX ARMY CORPS,
No. 502/3 August 30, 1918---17:10 h.

SPECIAL ORDER NO. 123 FOR THE AMERICAN 32D DIVISION

On account of the withdrawal which is taking place in front of the I Army Corps, the
General commanding the XXX Army Corps recalls the directions given by him yesterday:
It is necessary to keep in the very closest contact with the enemy. Very active
patrols should be sent out, tonight particularly, before the front, and all measures
taken in advance to pursue the enemy without the least delay. This is a matter for the
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commanders of battalions, and colonels commanding regiments in certain cases but not for
higher commands, who, if the opportunity presents itself, should not hesitate to push
their troops forward on the heels of the enemy without waiting for orders from higher
commands.

In this latter case move forward and send a report that one has pushed forward.

H. PENET,
General Cmdg. the XXX Army Corps.

232-32.7: Order

Resumption of Attack
[Contemporary Translation]

3d Bureau, General Staff XXX ARMY CORPS,
No. 507/5 August 31, 1918--8 h.

SPECIAL ORDER NO. 124
[Extract]

1. The XXX A. C. will, on August 31, at an hour which will be fixed later, resume
the attack of the plateaus to the south of the AILETTE.,

The XXX A. C. will attack with:

In first line, Moroccan 2d Div., 66th Div., American 32d Div.

In second line, 17th I. D., 64th Div., Moroccan 1st Div.

2. The 1st objective to be attained is the following: * * * PONT de la GLORIE---
BETHANCOURT---northern edge of the Bois de LEUILLY---the MONT de LEUILLY---TOUTVENT---
FONTAINE-St-REMY---Point 4246---eastern edge and southern edge of TERNY-SORNY.

Liaison: At the canal about 800 meters west of the PONT de la GLORIE, with the
VII A. C. At 800 meters southeast of TERNY-SORNY, with I A, C.

A special order will fix the later objectives of each of the divisions.

3. MANEUVER TO BE EXECUTED, to attain the 1st objective: The efforts of the A. C.
facing the east will be executed with two divisions, the 32d Division and the 66th Infan-
try Division operating on the heights of the plateau.

The Moroccan 2d Division will spread out in its zone facing the northeast in order
to guard the flank of the action, while occupying the Bois de LEUILLY and the side of Hill
143 facing LEUILLY-sous-COUCY.

4. LIMITS OF THE ZONES OF ACTION: Between the Moroccan 2d Division and the 66th
Div: The limits formerly fixed as far as 0665, then 2965 - 3070.

Between the 66th Div., and the 32d Division: Limits previously fixed as far as
0245, then crossroads at Hill 151.2 (to the 66th Div.,) crossroads 4047.

* % % % %%

8. SPECIAL PRESCRIPTIONS: Enemy tanks having been reported during the day of the
30th, the infantry will be accompanied by a certain number of field pieces, who will, if
need be, intervene against these tanks.
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9. DISTRIBUTION OF THE TANKS:
The A. S. (special artillery) [Tank Formations] of the XXX A. C. will place at the
disposal:

of the M. 2d D. 1 company of tanks.
of the 66th 1. D. 2 companies of tanks.
of the 32d D. 2 companies of tanks.

10. AERONAUTICS:
(a) Distribution of the means: Without change.
(b) Marking out of the line: An obligatory marking out will be made at the
hour H plus forty-five minutes and at the hour H plus one hour and thirty-five minutes.
(c) An avion will be designated to accompany the tanks.

11. SECOND LINE DIVISIONS: The second line divisions will hold themselves in readi-
ness to move upon the order of the general commanding the A. C.

The 17th Div. will push ahead in the footsteps of the 2d M. D. [Moroccan 2d Division]
one of its regiments which will stop, until further orders, in the trenches of BELLA-
DONNE and of Le BELIER.

12. P. C.'s: Without change.

PENET,
The General Cmdg. the XXX A. C.

232-32.7: Order

H - Hour
[Contemporary Translation]

3d Bureau, General Staff P. C. XXX ARMY CORPS,
No. 511/3 August 31, 1918---12:15.

SPECIAL ORDER NO. 125
(Confirmation of phoned message between 11:15 and 11:25 h.)
[Extract]

% % k & %

II.
In consequence:
1. Operation Order No. 124 should no longer be considered as a project, but as
an order to be executed without modifications.
2. H hour - 16 (sixteen).

By order of the Chief of Staff:

[Signature illegible]
The General Cmdg,. the XXX A. C.
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232-32.7: Order

Pursuit Continued
[Contemporary Translation]

3d Section, General Staff XXX ARMY CORPS,
No. 512/3 August 31, 1918--12:40 h.

ORDER OF OPERATIONS NO. 126
1. The general commanding the army prescribes as follows:

Once the first resistance has been broken, the army will continue its advance
without leaving time for the enemy to reform and will attack without respite un-
til it finds itself in the presence of a new position of resistance, solidly organ-
ized, and necessitating a preparation of ensemble.

2. Inconsequence, as soon as the 1st objective fixed by Order No. 124 has been
attained:

The American 32d Division will continue the pursuit in the zone previously fixed for
the division of the right of the A. C.

The 66th Division and the Moroccan 2d Division will likewise engage in the pursuit
in the zones previously indicated, with the modification that their common limits will
pass through the Points 2965, northern exit of COURSON, point where the COURSON-ANIZY
Road enters the eastern edge of the Bois du MORTIER, then the former limit,

3. The division will take all measures to be followed with the least possible delay
by the means of passage which have been prepared for the crossing of the canal and of the
AILETTE,

4. During the attack, the 2d line division beginning at the hour H will follow in
the footsteps of the 1st line divisions. The 2d line divisions leading elements will not
go beyond the general line CRECY-au-MONT---JUVIGNY, until further orders.

Nothing is changed as regards the regiment of the 17th Division which is to follow
the 2d Division as closely as possible and stop near the trenches of BELLADONNE and of Le
BELIER.

5. A supplementary company of tanks is placed at the disposal of the General command-
ing the 66th Division to intensify, at the hour H, the action of the two companies already
assigned to the division.

In the event of this company not having arrived in proximity of the base of departure
at the hour H, it will be placed as a tank reserve at the disposal of the General command-
ing the 66th Division.

PENET,
The General Commanding the XXX A. C.
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232-32.7: Order

Relief of American 32d Division
[Contemporary Translation]

3d Bureau, General Staff XXX ARMY CORPS,
No. 518/3 September 1, 1918---12:50 h.

ORDER OF OPERATIONS NO, 130
[Extract]

1. During the night of September 1/2:
(a) The 64th Div. will be introduced on the front between the Moroccan 2d Div.
and the 66th Division.

(b) The Moroccan 1st Division will relieve on the front the American 32d
Division.

* % % % % %

III. 32d Division: The 32d Division after being relieved by the Moroccan 1st Div.
will reassemble in the region west of JUVIGNY, with its forward elements on the line
MONTECOUVE---8340---Hill 162.8

* % % % % %

VI. TAKING OVER OF THE COMMAND: The generals commanding the 1st line division
will take over the command of their respective sectors on September 2 at 4 o’clock.
VII. DIVISIONAL P. C.’s:
Moroccan 2d Division - Cave north of EPAGNY.
17th Division - Fme FORETS (cave north of EPAGNY at the time of the operation)
64th Division - Cave of VEZAPONIN
66th Division - Cave of MONTECOUVE
1st Div. ) - Cave at TARTIERS.
32d Div. ) "o "

PENET,
The General Cmdg,, the XXX A. C.
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232-32.7: Order

Continuation of Attack
[Contemporary Translation]

3d Section, General Staff P. C. XXX ARMY CORPS,
No. 529/3 September 1, 1918---20 h.

OPERATION ORDER NO. 131
[Extract]

1. The XXX Army Corps will continue its attack tomorrow, Sept. 2, at an hour H which
will be fixed later, with:

4 divs. in first line - Moroccan 2d Div.-64th Div.-66th Div. -1st D. L.

2 divs. in second line - 17th Div. -Am. 32d Div.

2. OBJECTIVE OF THE ATTACK: Northeast edge of Bois de MONTHIZEL---Bois de la
BINETTE---Ferme ROUGE---COURSON---VAUXAILLON---VAUXAILLON-MARGIVAL Railroad.

Liaison:

With the VII Army Corps: On the canal near 08/91 and to the north of the Bois de
MONTHIZEL.

With the I Army Corps: Near the Cote 74/30 to the north of the station of MARGIVAL.

Axis of direction:

2d Div. crossroads 600 meters west of JUMENCOURT
64th Div. Bois des BICHES
66th Div. VAUXAILLON
1st Div. MONT de LAFFAUX
* % % ¥ % %

10. DIVISION OF THE 2d LINE:

The division of the 2d line will be assembled respectively in the following zones:

17th Div.: La CROIX-BLANCHE [roadside shrine]---MAREUIL---Tr. de CARDIFF.,

17th Div. will hold itself ready to follow in the wake of the 64th D, I.

American 32d Division: By brigades side by side, to the west of the line MONTE-
COUVE-JUVIGNY, in the zone: MONTECOUVE---JUVIGNY---VALPRIEZ Fme.

Each brigade of the American 32d Division will hold itself ready to follow in the
wake, one in that of the 66th Div. and the other in that of the Moroccan 1st Division,

They will not enter into movement until further orders.

* % % ¥ ¥ %

H. PENET,
The General Cmdg. the XXX A. C.
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232-32.7: Order

Position of Divisions
[Contemporary Translation]

3d Bureau, General Staff XXX ARMY CORPS,
No. 532/3 September 1, 1918--19:20 h.

SPECIAL ORDER NO. 135

The 2d Line division - 17th Div. and American 32d Division (beginning with the night
of September 1/2) are charged, in case of general alert, with the occupation of a with-
drawal position on the line; ORME de MONTECOUVE, the railway, with advance positions for
the 17th Div. in the CARDIFF Trench.

Limit between the two divisions: Line marked by Hill 159 (CRECY-au-MONT---JUVIGNY
Road)---Coord. 0256---BALISE [beacon] 300 m. southeast of MAREUIL.

Reconnaissances will be effected immediately, with a view to determining the means
and routes of access and the mode of occupation of the position, making plans, of course,
for a defense in depth with combat groups and machine-gun nests.

PENET.

232-32.7: Operation Order

Combat Instructions
[Contemporary Translation]
P. C, September 2, 1918.
From: General Commanding XXX Army Corps
To: General Commanding American 32d Division
Received: 18 h. by phone through French Mission

General Penet prescribes that the American brigade which has been pushed into the
wake of the Moroccan 1st Division, shall stop when it reaches La RAPERIE and that it shall
make arrangements when it reaches there to face toward the south, and to replace, facing
in this direction, the two battalions in reserve of the Moroccan division.

These two battalions have been stopped momentarily near TERNY-SORNY in order to
cover the right flank of the army corps against any enemy attack coming from the south,
since the Bois de BEAUMONT has not been completely cleared and since the 59th Div. has
not yet crossed the SOISSONS Road.

The American brigade as soon as it stops, should take a covering position facing to
the south and replace number for number, in their emplacements, the units of the bat-
talions of reserve of the Moroccan division who will thus be rendered available.
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1st Ind.

Hgq. 32d Division, A. E. F., September 2, 1918 - to Commanding General, 63d Infantry
Brigade.

The above order will be complied with in connection with the order to move forward
previously issued. The brigade commander will establish combat liaison as soon as pos-
sible with the left flank of the French 59th Division and also with the advancing Moroc-
can l1st Division. If found necessary in properly organizing in depth the brigade command-
er is not confined to the sector laid down, north and south.

Attention is invited to the necessity that might arise of prolonging the left of the
brigade toward the east. The brigade commander will establish his advance P. C. beside
the P. C. of the Moroccan lst Division at VALPRIEZ Farm in order to be in close liaison
with the commander of that division.

By command of Major General Haan:

R. M. BECK, Jr.,
Lieut. Col., Inf., U. S. A,
Chief of Staff.

232-32.7: Field Message
[Contemporary Translation]

FROM: French XXX A. C.

AT: P. C.
DATE: 2/9/18. HOUR: 17:30 HOW SENT: Phone, through Fr. Mission
TO: C. G. American 32d Division

The General commanding the 32d Div. will move forward, upon receipt of this present
order; his brigade on the right into the wake of the Moroccan division; the head of this
brigade following, always at a distance 1 kilometer, the rear battalions of the Moroccan division.
The brigade will remain under the orders of the General commanding the 32d Division.

1st Ind.

Hq. 32d Division, A, E. F., September 2, 1918 - To the Commanding General, 63d Infantry
Brigade, 32d Division.

Furnished for compliance. Field Order No. 50, 32d Division, is in effect insofar as
it concerns the 63d Infantry Brigade.

By command of Major General Haan:
R. M. BECK, Jr.,

Lt. Col., Inf,, U. S. A.,
Chief of Staff.
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232-32.7: Field Message

FROM: Chief of Staff, Moroccan 1st Division

AT: P. C. Moroccan 1st Division
DATE: Sept. 2, 1918, HOUR: 18:50
TO: C. of S., 32d Division

Stop the head of the brigade moving forward at VALPRIEZ Farm. These orders are
transmitted from the corps commander through the Moroccan 1st Division.
To Commanding General, 63d Brigade: Transmitted for compliance.
By command of Major General Haan:
R. M. BECK, Jr.,

Lt. Col., Inf,, U. S. A.,
Chief of Staff.

232-32.7. Field Message

[Contemporary Translation]

FROM: General Penet

AT: XXX Army Corps
DATE: 9/2/18. HOUR: 19:10
TO: French Mission, for 32d Division

The head of the American brigade has to stop at VALPRIEZ Farm until further orders.
It is understood that this brigade is under orders of General Haan but will move forward

according to instructions given later by General commanding the Moroccan Division. This

does not cancel previous orders.
To Commanding General, 63d Brigade: Transmitted for information and guidance.

By command of Major General Haan:
R. M. BECK, Jr.,

Lt. Col., Inf., U. S. A.,
Chief of Staff.
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232-32.7: Order

Continuation of Attack
[Contemporary Translation]

3d Section, General Staff XXX ARMY CORPS,
No. 559/3 Septermber 3, 1918.

ORDER OF OPERATIONS NO. 141
[Extract]

I. The XXX Corps will continue the attacks tomorrow September 4 at an hour which
will be fixed later, with:

4 inf. divs. in first line: 31st, 64th, 66th, Moroccan lst Div,

2 inf, divs. in second line: 17th Inf. Div., American 32d Div.

1. OBJECTIVE OF THE ATTACK:

Crest of Hill 105 east of QUINCY-BASSE---Point 6005---(Brook) Ru de BASSE as far as
6192---La RAQUE---CHAMP-VAILLY---7167---Crests west and south of MOISY Farm---crest of
Les VAUCELLES---Le BESSY---7945---7538---7030.

On the left of the Army Corps the VII Corps will continue its operation in the
direction of COUCY-le-CHATEAU.

On the right, the I Corps will continue its attacks in the direction of MARGIVAL
and the plateau to the east.

* % ¥ % & x

V. ARTILLERY:

(a) Distribution: Without change.

The divl. art./31 will enter in line in the sector of its division.

(b) In order to facilitate the taking of the MONT des TOMBES and of the plateau
of ANTIOCHE, one battery (two if possible) drawn from the field artillery under the orders
of the 31st Inf, Div., will be placed during the night of September 3/4 near the south
horn of the Bois de MONTHIZEL, so as to get an oblique fire on the resistances of the
enemy on these heights.

This artillery will be entirely at the disposal of the General commanding the
66th Inf. Div., and will get its orders from him.

* k x ¥ ¥ %

X. SECOND LINE DIVISION:

The second line divisions will be assembled in the following zones (movements to
commence only at hour H):

XVIL. 1. D.: La CROIX-BLANCHE---MAREUIL---CARDIFF Trench ready to follow the move-
ment of the 31st or of the 64th Inf. Divs.

American 32d Division: By brigades, side by side, west of the line; MONTECOUVE-
JUVIGNY, ready to follow the movement of the Moroccan 1st Div. or the 66th Inf. Div.;
one brigade to follow in the wake of each of these Inf. divs.

These two divisions are under the orders of the general commanding the army corps,
and will move only by his order.
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XI1. P. C.s of the Inf. Divs.

31st Inf. Div. : Cave north of EPAGNY

17th Inf. Div. : Cave north of EPAGNY

64th Inf. Div. : Cave of VEZAPONIN

66th Inf. Div. : Cave of MONTECOUVE

Moroccan lst Div, . VALPRIEZ Farm

32d Div. : Cave at TARTIERS
PENET,

The General Cmdg. the XXX A. C.

232-32.7: Order

Instructions for Continuing Attack
[Contemporary Translation]

3d Section, General Staff XXX ARMY CORPS,
No. 566/3 September 4, 1918---9:05 h.

OPERATIONS ORDER NO. 143

1. The divisions will continue during the day of September 4 the artillery prepara-
tion as set down in the conditions provided for in the Projected Order of Operations No.

141 of September 3, with a view to the general action arranged for the afternoon of
September 5.

The harassing fire will be continued without interruption and will follow a well-
defined program, avoiding all needless use of munitions.

2. The 31st Inf. Div. whose situation on the north bank of the AILETTE does not per-
mit it to carry out a methodic preparation, will endeavor during the course of the day to
widen its bridgehead on this bank. This division will therefore extend its occupation
toward the railroad to the north and east towards the Bois de JUMENCOURT, after the cap-
ture of the Ferme GRAND-CHAMP, if this Ferme still remains in the hands of the enemy.

The 64th Inf, Div. should absolutely occupy today the front: ANCIEN MOULIN---Point
3975, so as to assure its liaison with the 66th Ind. Div. - its elements which are on the
canal should continue the infiltration toward the east so as to allow fire upon the
northeast slope of the MONT des TOMBES.

The 66th Div. Inf. should hurry the capture of MONT des TOMBES.

The Moroccan 1st Div, will continue the capture of the EPERON [spur] de SORNY.,

3. The generals commanding the divisions, after an understanding, if necessary, with
the neighboring divisions, will propose to the general commanding the army corps the hour
chosen for their local operations, in order to allow the cooperation of the army corps
artillery and the aeronautic service.

H. PENET,
The General Commanding the XXX A. C.
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232-32.7: Operation Order

Disposition of Units

[Contemporary Translation]

No. 144 XXX ARMY CORPS,
3d Section, General Staff September 4, 1918.
No. 572/3

[Extract]

I. By Order No. 495 of September 4, 1918 [not printed], the army has fixed the
limits of the XXX A. C., as follows:

On the west: A line running east of the localities: MONT-du-CROCQ Farm---VASSENS---
AUTRECHES---St-PIERRE-les-BITRY (these localities exclusive).

On the east: A line passing west of the localities: VILLERS-la-FOSSE---CUISY-en-
ALMONT---OSLY-COURTIL---PERNANT---RAPERIE--[CROIX-] of Ste-CREAUDE (these localities
exclusive]),

% % % &%

IV. The American 32d Division will be stationed in the zones of the Moroccan 1st
Div. and of the 66th Inf, Div.

The 77th Inf. Div. will be stationed in the zones of the 31st and 64th Inf, Divs.

V. The divisions will bring all their elements within the zone assigned to them,
which may not be therein already; this to be completed on the evening of September 5.

The divisions may leave in the zone of the corps (south of the rear limit fixed under
paragraph III) the rear elements which they may not be able to station within their zone,
but a report is to be furnished thereon.

V1. A rough sketch of the stationing of the divisions on the evening of September 5
will be forwarded to the commanding general of the A. C. This sketch to reach the com-
manding general on Septemnber 5 at 19 o'clock.

By order of the Chief of Staff:

(Signature illegible]
The General Cmdg. the XXX A. C.
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232-32.7: Order

Provisions for Attack

[{Contemporary Translation]

3d Section, General Staff XXX ARMY CORPS,
No. 575/3 September 4, 1918---23:55 h.

OPERATIONS ORDER NO. 146
[Extract]

[.  The XXX A. C. will continue the attack the morning of September 6, al an hour H
which will be fixed later, with:

4 divisions in {irst line: 31st---641h---66th---Moroccan 1sl.

2 divisions in second line: 17th---American 32d.

[I. OBJECTIVE OF THE ATTACK: Crest 105 (o the east of QUINCY-BASSE---Point 6005---
Ru [Rusisseau] de BASSE up to 6192---La RAQUE---easlern edge of the two woods, respective-
ly 100 meters and 300 melers south of the Ferme GUILLEMINET---Bois du MANGNIER [not
identified]---trench immediately to the east of the parallel de LORIENT---9051---CHATEAU
de la MOTTE---TRANCHEE de FRUTY.

To the lefl of the Corps, the VII A. C. will take FOLEMBRAY and COUCY-le-CHATEAU,
carrying out its principal effort in liaison with the XXX Corps.

To the right, the I corps will develop ils attack on the plateau of VREGNY in the
direction of MOULIN de LAFFAUX.

III. ZONES OF ACTION OF THE DIVISIONS: Each division has [or its objective the part
of the objective fixed above included in its zone of action.

* b ok ¥k kk

V. ARTILLERY:
{a) Distribution: Without change.

* ¥ %k % ¥ ¥

XI. DIVISIONS OF THE SECOND LINE:

The divisions of the second line will be assembled respectively in the [ollowing
zones (movement (o begin only at H hour}:

17th Div.: La CROIX-BLANCHE [roadside shrine]---MAREUIL---Tr. de CARDIFF, ready to
follow the movement of the 31st or the 64th Divs.

American 32d Division - by brigades, side by side, to the west of the line: MONTE-
COUVE-JUVIGNY, ready to [ollow the movement of the Moroccan 1st Div. or the 66th Div.;
one brigade being oriented in the wake of cach of these divisions.

These two divisions are under the orders of the general commanding the army corps,
and will not commence movement excepl under his orders.

XII. P. C.'s OF THE DIVISIONS:

31st Div. - Cave north of ’EPAGNY
17th Div. - Cave Fme FORETS
64th Div. - Cave at VEZAPONIN
66th Div. - Cave at MONTECOUVE
Moroccan 1st Div. - Ferme VALPRIEZ
Am. 32d Div. - Cave at TARTIERS
H. PENET,

The General Cmdg. the XXX A. C.



French 59th Division
American 370th Infantry Regiment
September 18 - November 11, 1918

HS Fr. Files: 529-30.1: Letter

Arrival of 370th Infantry at Training Center
[EEdilorial Translation]
IN THE FIELD,

TRAINING CENTER, 59TH DIVISION,
No. 598 Seplember 18, 1918.
Lt. Col. Grobert, Commanding the Divisional Training Center
To the General Commanding the 59th Infantry Division

I have the honor {o report to you that the American 370th Infantry arrived at DUVY

al 3 p. m., September 16, 1918.

Installation is completed.
Training will begin September 20.

HS Fr. Files: 529-30.1: Memorandum

Duties of Battalions of 370th Infantry
|[Editorial Translation}

General Staff FRENCH 59th INFANTRY DIVISION,
No. 160/S Seplember 19, 1918.

|[Extract}
* %k & & % &
[1. The units of the American 370th Infantry and division and divisional infantry
reserve, will be charged with repair and maintenance of the communication trenches of the
ANTIOCHE Plateau (BOYAU LEPAGE, TRANCHEE de VANNES, BOYAU d’'ANTIOCHE,

TRANCHEE de JAFFA and TRANCHEE PETIT) and of the BOYAU [TRANCHEE] de MOISY {rom
ANTIOCIHE Farm to MOISY FFarm.

* &k % & & &
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III. Preparation, repair, and maintenance of works and trenches to the east of the
VAUXAILLON Railroad and in the AILETTE Valley will be accomplished by the companies of
the American 370th Infantry detailed to the battalion commander under the latter’s orders
and in their charge.

General RONDEAU,
Commanding the Divisional Infantry.

HS Fr. Files: 529-30.1: Memorandum

370th Infantry to be Used in Combat
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff 59th INFANTRY DIVISION,
No. 1879/3 September 20, 1918.
Paragraph I of Memorandum No. 160/S of September 19 of the divisional infantry
discussed the execution of various work by the companies of the American 370th Infantry.
It is expedient to spare the feelings of our Allies, to employ them as combatants
and not to restrict them to work details.
Moreover, provisions will be made for regrouping on short notice of the units of the
370th Infantry.

General Commanding the 59th Division.

HS Fr. Files: 529-30.1: Letter

Need for Interpreters
[Editorial Translation]

General Staff FRENCH 59th INFANTRY DIVISION,
No. 178/S September 21, 1918.

General Rondeau, Commanding Division Infantry
To the General Commanding the 59th Division
[Extract]
Experience of the last few days have proved that the execution of orders and daily
relations were made particularly difficult by inability to be understood owing to lack of
interpreters in the American 370th Infantry.

As the 370th Infantry will take over a sector very soon, I have the honor to make the
following suggestions for assigning to each battalion 1 French officer and noncommissioned
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officer and transferring interpreters to the principal chiefs of service of regimental
headquarters.

*¥ ¥ %% %%

In addition since the American 370th Inf., is responsible for the organization of
a sector, construction of bridges, and maintenance of various works, it seems necessary
to place with the regiment a number of engineer instructors to act as their guides. * * *

* % % ¥ %%

General RONDEAU,
Commanding Divisional Infantry.

HS Fr. Files: 529-30.9: Letter

Advisability of Negro Officers for Negro Troops
[Editorial Translation]

General Staff FRENCH 59th INFANTRY DIVISION,
No. 234/S September 24, 1918.

General Rondeau, Commanding Divisional Infantry
To the General Commanding the 59th Division

I have the honor to return to you herewith the memorandum which you submitted to me
on the subject of the complement of officers and noncommissioned oflicers of the American
370th Inf., and to propose some changes which without doubt should be made in view of
observations made by Colonel Roberts.

That field officer has given me to understand that for reasons of nationality it is
of the greatest importance to leave the command of the units to Negro officers, free to
make selections from among the officers now present and to ask the return of those who were
said to lack control or military knowledge.

Colonel Roberts has further invited my attention to the following point: He is
afraid that the French officers who would be detailed to his units would assume, little
by little, too much importance and would end by substituting themselves in the command of
the unit to which they are attached. Now, Colonel Roberts is strongly of the opinion
that the Negro officers only should command since they alone have the responsibility of
the troops placed to facilitate the command in all echelons.

As for the distribution of French officers, your plan conforms with the one I myself
had in mind.

General RONDEAU,
Commanding Division Infantry.
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HS Fr. Files: 529-30.6: Journal of Operations

[Editorial Translation]
General Staff 59th INFANTRY DIVISION,
September 24, 1918,
[Extract]
T

The American 370th Inf. effects relief of the 325th Inf. in front line between
ECLUSE |canal lock] and CHAMP-VAILLY.

*x %%

[no signature]

HS Fr. Files: 529-30.1: Letter

Employment of 370th Infantry
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff 59th INFANTRY DIVISION,
No. 1905/3 September 25, 1918.

General Vincendon, Commanding the 59th Division
To the General Commanding the XXX Corps (1st and 3d Sections)
[Extract]

The American 370th Inf. is not sufficiently trained to permit its being employed as
an independent regiment in a difficult sector or in active operations.

However, it is certain that the regiment can become a good combat organization.

It is for the American command to decide if, by judicious selection, it is possible
to find suitable Negro officers in all ranks and positions or if more of the American
white element will have to take over.

Be that as it may, it seems necessary to place at the disposal of Colonel Roberts a
rather large number of French officers and men, considering that the officers and non-
commissioned officers will not exercise command but will be employed according to direc-
tives issued by the Colonel commanding the 370th Inf., to assist the command and improve
relations with the adjoining French units.

At present the General commanding the 59th Division has detailed to the 370th
Infantry: (In addition to the French captain customarily assigned to the regiment)
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1 field officer and 2 lieutenants or 2d lieutenants at regimental headquarters (liaison,
supply) with 1 noncommissioned officer 2 lieutenants and two 2d lieutenants in the bat-
talions, 8 sappers of the French 8th Engrs.

* %k * % ¥ %

VINCENDON.

HS. Fr. Files: 529-20.1: Order

Role of 370th Inf. in Pursuit of Enemy
[Editorial Translation]

FRENCH 59th INFANTRY DIVISION,
September 28, 1918--11 a. m.

FIELD ORDERS No. 14
[Extract]

I.  The enemy is withdrawing before the front of the division and before the right
division.

II. Pursuit began at 8 o’clock this morning. The right division seems to be ad-
vancing easily, likewise the 232d Inf.

III. The advance will be made with the three regiments abreast in their present
formation.

The American 370th Inf., continuing to march in echelon formation in rear and to
the left of the 325th Inf., is charged with protecting the left flank of the division
against any attack springing {rom FORET de St-GOBAIN.

* % % % k %

V. SUCCESSIVE OBJECTIVES:

American 370th Inf.: The Canal [OISE-AISNE Canal], between the watergate and the east
bend at La RIVIERE Farm, Bois du MORTIER, CHATEAU de LOCQ, ANCIEN MOULIN BORDET.

V1. DIVISIONAL INFANTRY RESERVE

The Stokes bn. of the 370th Infantry.

* % ¥ ¥ % %

X. INITIAL C. P.’s:
C. P., 370th Inf.: Point 55-67
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HS Fr. Files: 529-30.1: Letter

Training
[Editorial Translation]

IN THE FIELD,
TRAINING CENTER, 59th DIVISION,
October 2, 1918.

Subject: Instruction of Recruits of American 370th Infantry
Lieut. Colonel Grobert, Commanding the Divisional Training Center
To the General commanding the 59th Infantry Division

I have the honor to report to you that the last contingent received by the American
370th Infantry is made up of men not only without equipment and arms, as I have already
reported to you, but even without any military training.

These men, drafted in August and sent almost immediately to France, will therefore
have to start from the beginning: lack of arms and equipment will not make the task any
easier. Instructors being very scarce, the trained men will be employed first of all to
put these recruits in shape.

In order that some of them may be capable of line duty as soon as possible, my
intention is to use the selective system, to form a number of categories at the end of
a fixed period, and to push training of those best fitted as rapidly as possible without
waiting for the less intelligent to reach the same level.

The tests for the recruits of the 370th Infantry will take place from 7:30 a. m. to
10:30 a. m. and from . . ... to 4:30 p. m. in the vicinity of COTE 145 .. ... south-
east of the church at RESSONS (Map 1/80,000).

HS Fr. Files: 529-30.1: Report

Officers Needed for 370th Infantry
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff 59th INFANTRY DIVISION,
No. 1941/3 October 2, 1918.

[Extract]

I. PRESENT MISSION OF THE DIVISION:

The 59th Infantry Division (232d Infantry, 325th Infantry, American 370th Infantry),
at the disposal of the XXX Army Corps since September 16, has at present the mission to
continue pursuit of the enemy, to gain a foothold north of the AILETTE, and to capture
ANIZY-le-CHATEAU.

¥ ¥ %k % &%
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II. GENERAL SITUATION:
a. Personnel

Strength Sept. 16: Strength Oct. 1: Losses
REGIMENTS
Killed Wounded
Off. Men Off. Men Off. Men Off. Men

* & % * % %

American 370th:
Infantry
71 2568 68 2349 : 29 3 : 230

X ¥ % %3

c. Physical condition and state of morale

£ ¥ %% % x

In the case of the American 370th Infantry the following is the opinion I
expressed on the subject yesterday to the General commanding the XXX A. C.:

Colonel Roberts is an excellent unit commander; no one is better qualified to
command the 370th Infantry. The men are well behaved; whenever they are employed under
the orders of French personnel they render valuable services. Between the colonel and
the men there is nothing [i.e. Roberts did not have available any competent officers to
assist him.]. As a result the commander is swamped and the men, left to themselves,
cannot, in spite of their willingness, be utilized as they should be.
Conclusion: Give them the personnel fitting to command them, or merge them with the
French regiments.

%% %%

General Commanding the 59th Inf, Div,

HS Fr. Files: 529-30.1: Order

Disposition of Battalions of 370th Infantry
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff 59th INFANTRY DIVISION,
No.s.c. 328 ¢c/1 October 27, 1918.

GENERAL ORDERS No. 2020/3
[Extract]

1. The 59th Infantry Division (artillery included) is placed at the disposal of
the French XVIII Army Corps effective noon, October 27 in order to assure relief of the
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French 127th Infantry Division. It will be replaced in the zone by the French 29th
Infantry Division, army reserve.

* & k% % % &

III. MOVEMENTS:

* * % kx % %

One battalion of the American 370th Infantry (Patton) will move forward the night
of October 27/28 and will station at the end of the march, before day: ALLEMAGNE Farm
and COUEDEAU [Farm].

Headquarters and the other 2 battalions of the 370th Infantry will move the night
of 28/29 in conformity with orders which will be forwarded to them later.

* %k ¥ % % %

VICENDON,
General Commanding the
59th Infantry Division,

HS Fr. Files: 529-30.1: Report

Location of Battalions, 370th Infantry
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff 59th INFANTRY DIVISION,
November 8, 1918---10 p. m.

[Extract]

* % ¥ ¥ ¥ %

II- * & %

At 8 p. m. the Americans hold the north edges of LOGNY. We hold the south edges of
AUBENTON [Railway] Station.

[II. Formation at end of day:

INFANTRY
To the left, groupment commanded ) PATTON Bn. (American 370th Inf.) in line
by Colonel commanding the 232d Inf. ) ¥ **
To the right, groupment commanded } MOCHON Bn. (325th Inf.) in line
by Colonel commanding the 325th Inf. ) DUNCAN Bn. (370th Inf.) in support

) HURTEBISE region
) MICHEL Bn. (325th) in divisional inf. reserve,
Le Bois-CARBONNET
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Groupment commanded by the Colonel commanding ) DILLEMANN Bn (325th) COINGT
the 370th Inf., divisional inf. reserve ) PRONT Bn. (370th) MONPLAISIR
) CORNET Bn. (232d) Le BOURRELIER

% % % % ¥ %
General Commanding the 59th Division.
By order:

Chief of Staff.

HS Fr. File: 529-30.6: Journal of Operations
{Editorial Translation]

General Staff 59th INFANTRY DIVISION,
November 10, 1918.

[Extract]
The 59th Inf. Div., having reached the objectives assigned, passes to the control of

the General commanding the French XVI A. C. in order to continue the pursuit toward the
MEUSE and therefore will continue its advance.

* % % % % %

{no signature}

HS Fr. File: 529-30.6: Journal of Operations
[Editorial Translation]

General Staff 59th INFANTRY DIVISION,
November 11, 1918.

[Extract]

The advance will continue the day of the 11th as the division objective was not
reached on the 10th,

* % % % ¥ %
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The advance of the 59th Division is halted at 11 a. m. in conformity with the order
of Marshall Foch * * *

* % % % % %

[no signature]

American 370th Infantry Regiment

293-32.1: Order

Transfer of Regiment to a French Area

FIELD ORDERS 370th INFANTRY, A. E. F.,
No. 3 September 1, 1918---1 a. m.

BAR-le-DUC and WASSY Maps
[Extract]

1. In compliance with telegraphic instructions headquarters, French Second Army,
dated August 31, 1918, the regiment will change station * * *

* % % ¥ & %

T. A. ROBERTS,
Colonel of Cavalry,
Commanding.

293-32.1: Order

Orders to Clear Enemy from Bois de MORTIER

FIELD ORDERS P. C. WASHINGTON [370th INFANTRY REGIMENT, A. E. F. ],
No. 4 October 11, 1918.

[Extract]

1. Recent information indicates that the enemy intends to withdraw on our front
tonight. Should this be the case, pursuit will be taken up at once.

2. The mission of this regiment will be to clear the Bois de MORTIER of the enemy.

The 1st Battalion (Stokes) will be assigned the task of clearing the woods.

* % % & k %

6. The Commanding Officer, 1st Battalion, will move his P. C., to La FOLIE as soon
as the movement is started.

7. The 2d Battalion (Patton) is the reverse of the Inf. Div., and will receive
orders from the commanding general. It will cross the Canal on footbridges to the east
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of Ferme de la RIVIERE and, on reaching the neighborhood of REMANCOURT [PENANCOURT?] will
again come under the orders of the regimental commander as reserve of the Inf. Div. The
Commanding Officer, 2d Battalion, will detach one company and one section of machine gun
company with the support battalion of the 325th Inf. Regt. A company of the 325th Inf.
Regt. will join the 2d Battalion.

8. The 3d Battalion (Duncan) is the reserve of the division - it will act under the
orders of the Commanding General, Inf. Div.

* % % % %%

15. The successive P. C.’s will be:
232d Regt. (Station at ANIZY
(ANIZY Cemetery
325th Regt. (Point 93-81
(DESBOIRES Trench
{(Hill 158 (N.E. of WISSIGNICOURT)
Inf. Div. (Cave on Hill 154
(CHATEAU de LOCQ
(north of FAUCAUCOURT
Am. 370th Regt.  (Present P.C.
(CHATEAU de LOCQ

16. This movement will begin on receipt of orders from the commanding general.
By order of Colonel Roberts:

GEORGE MURPHY,
1st Lieut. and B. A., 370th U. S. Inf,,
Acting Adjutant.

293-11.4: Letter

Operations of 370th Infantry Regiment

370th INFANTRY, A.E. F.,
Le Mans [Sarthe], January 2, 1919.

From: C. 0., 370th Infantry
To: The Commanding General, American Expeditionary Forces

[Extract]

1. Pursuant to instructions contained in letter from Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3,

dated December 3, 1918, which letter was received today, the following is submitted:
(a) From arrival in France in April to August 31, this regiment was attached

the French 73d, 10th, 34th and 36th Divisions; practically all the period was spent in
training and in quiet sectors. Officers and men, especially the latter, made excellent
progress under their instructors and were, on numerous occasions, complimented on the
work done. The undersigned joined the regiment in the sector CLERMONT-en-ARGONNE. Except
for one raid in which only the Stokes mortar platoon participated actively, no operations
were taken part in except the usual routine in sector.
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September 15, the regiment went into the VAUXAILLON area with the 59th Division;
four rifle companies were detached with the two French regiments and took part in the
fighting that resulted in the taking of MONT des SINGES and adjacent works. This fighting
was severe - the American troops were usually in close support but also participated in
several attacks in all of which the objective was gained. Until September 22, no detailed
reports of operations are available; orders from the division required all reports from
detached companies to be submitted through the French, and, in spite of repeated and per-
sistent efforts, nothing was obtainable beyond occasional reports of casualties.

On September 22, the regiment was given a sector extending from 'ECLUSE [canal
lock] in front of the point of the Bois de MORTIER - to be a point on the Canal 300 meters
west of the crossing of the PINON-BRANCOURT Road; some elements of the enemy still occu-
pied TECLUSE and Ferme de la RIVIERE on the south side of the Canal.

September 27, while in the midst of a relief of the front line battalion, an attack on
I'ECLUSE was ordered at dawn; by the extreme of effort, the relief was completed and the
designated battalion attacked, the fighting continued for three days: during the intense darkness
of the night of the 27th there was considerable mixing of units; one company lost its liaison with
adjoining units, advanced far beyond our line and suffered severely, especially in missing,
though all were accounted for within a few days and one was captured by the enemy.

September 30, another battalion (3d) was ordered to attack along the Canal from
MONT des SINGES to the PINON-BRANCOURT Road. Again the fighting continued and it was
not until October 4 that it was certain that the enemy were all across the Canal.

As it is not unusual with new troops during night operations, many men were
separated from their commands and a rumor was circulated that the regiment as a whole was
demoralized; this was not the case; the assigned objectives were gained and the morale of
the men in the front line was very good.

Until October 12, there were nightly patrols around 'ECLUSE and along the Canal
and some severe fighting resulted at 'ECLUSE, where the railway embankment road and Canal
formed a triangle easily accessible to the enemy and in which, they could and did drive
the enemy therefrom repeatedly; the American troops could not remain, as it was exposed
to enfilade from two directions.

October 12, a general advance was made following the retreat of the enemy, the
1st and 2d Battalions were complimented by the commanding general - the 1st for its
passage of the exceedingly strong position in the Bois de MORTIER and the 2d for a well
conducted march in pursuit via ANIZY-le-CHATEAU.

After the arrival at CESSIERES, late the night of October 12, the divisions went
into rest for twelve days; ten days were spent in hard work on the roads but the two last
were given to clean the men and supply them with much needed clothing.

October 24, the division again went into the front line, the 1st and 2d Bat-
talions near GRANDLUP-et-FAYS in support and the 3d in reserve near CHAMBRY; nothing of
importance occurred as to operations, except on November 3 a shell of large caliber fell
in the midst of Company A at CHANTRUD Ferme, where they had gathered around the kitchen
in violation of orders; thirty-four men were killed and fifty-two wounded. This was made
the subject of a special report of date of November 19, 1918.

November 5, the enemy withdrew again closely followed by the French - all three
battalions of this regiment alternated in the front lines: Company C took an enemy
battery at VAL-St-PIERRE, for which it was proposed for an army citation; the 2d Bat-
talion participated in the taking of BEAUME and AUBENTON and the 3d Battalion was, at the
taking effect of the Armistice, across the Belgian frontier northwest of ROCROL * * *

* & % k &k %

T. A. ROBERTS,
Colonel, Cavalry,
Commanding.
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French Sixth Army
August 6 - September 8, 1918

HS Fr. File: 416-30.1: Order

American 77th Division Attached to I Corps
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
No. 2,535/3 Chateau-Thierry, Aisne, August 6, 1918---5:45 p. m.

SPECIAL ORDERS No. 3,710

Part 1
[Extract]
I.  The American 77th Division, coming from the French Group of Armies of the East,

will begin detraining at 4 a. m., August 7, in the zone of the French Sixth Army, at
whose disposal it will be placed to be attached to the American I Army Corps.

* & % % ¥ %

(d) Headquarters of the 77th Div. at COULOMMIERS.

* % ¥ ¥ ¥ %

General DEGOUTTE.

HS Fr. Files: 416-30.6: Journal of Operations

Patrol Action
[Editorial Translation]

FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
Chateau-Thierry, Aisne, August 6, 1918.
FERE-en-TARDENOIS Noon

The American 4th Div. yesterday, August 5, sent eight patrols north of the VESLE,
and one company in the evening. These elements engaged in a successful struggle with
enemy elements, between the river and the highway, but, fearing a night counterattack, the
American elements withdrew to the south bank.

At present, all of the American division is south of the VESLE and along the river.

Our artillery has been very active all night and all morning. In the French 62d Inf. Div.,
no change . .... Isic] 5 cos. north of the VESLE.
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The American I Army Corps yesterday issued an order for the operations in progress
this afternoon, but it contains only general instructions. It is almost the translation
of the army order. The division commanders have prescribed all dispositions.

HS Fr. Files: 416-30.1: Order

French 164th Infantry Brigade Attached to III Corps
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
No. 2,553/3 August 7, 1918---3:30 p. m.

SPECIAL ORDERS No. 3,719

{Confirmation of the message telephoned at 8:25 a. m.
August 7, to Headquarters GAUCHER at NEUILLY-St-FRONT.,)

[Extract]

The French 164th Inf. Div. (headquarters at NEUILLY-St-FRONT) is placed at the dis-
posal of the American III Army Corps to relieve:
(@) The French 4th Inf. Div,
(b) The brigade of the American 3d Div. at present in the front line.
After relief, the 4th Div. will be withdrawn in its entirety to the rear zone of the
American III Corps, which will report its location and the date this division may be
transferred. The brigade of the American 3d Div. will return to its division.

* % % % % %
By order:

[Signature illegible]
Chief of Staff.

181-32.7: Operations Memo

Interdiction Fire
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
No. 2,658/3 August 7, 1918.

[Extract]

I. It is of the very greatest importance rigorously to interdict to the enemy the
crossings of the AISNE and circulation on the plateau between the AISNE and the VESLE in

-60 -



such a manner as to wear out the enemy, and to demoralize him by hindering all his supply
operations (rations, ammunition, miscellaneous materiel) and his evacuation.
II. Therefcre, there will be carried out by army corps and by the artillery of the
army, with all calibers, both day and night, very heavy interdiction fires on the follow-
ing points * * *

(PONT-ARCY
(BOURG-et-COMIN
(VILLERS-en-PRAYERES

Zone of the American I Army Corps (MERVAL
(LONGUEVAL
(Crossroads 2 km. west of DHUIZEL
Zone of the American Il Army Corps (GLENNES
(MAIZY
and TRIBOUT Groupment {CUIRY-les-CHAUDARDES

Boundary between the two Army Corps: REVILLON---MERVAL---BLANZY-les-FISMES
Highway (this highway to the American I Corps).

* % % ¥ ¥ %

DEGOUTTE.

HS Fr. Files: 416-30.1: Orders

Organization of Defenses of the VESLE Sector

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
No. 2, 563/3 August 7, 1918---11 p. m.

GENERAL ORDERS No. 3,724

[Extract]

* % k ¥ ¥ %

II. The American III Army Corps will endeavor to seize new bridgeheads on the right
bank of the VESLE. The points selected will be those at which it is easiest to establish
crossings and to resist enemy counterattacks from positions on the far bank. The new
bridgeheads will cover the construction of these crossings.

The American | Army Corps, by small local operations, will improve its position on
the right bank of the river and will establish good communication between the two banks.

The XI Corps will strongly organize the {ront which it now holds,

* % % % ¥ %

General DEGOUTTE.
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HS Fr. Files: 416-30.1: Order

Modification of Boundaries
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
No. 2,652/3 August 9, 1918---5:15 p. m.

SPECIAL ORDERS No. 3,718

I.  Beginning at noon, August 9, the boundary between the Tenth and Sixth Armies will
be modified as follows: OSTE---PRESLES et BOVES---BRENELLE---BRAINE---CERSEUIL---LESGES
---CUIRY-HOUSSE---BEUGNEUX---OULCHY-la-VILLE---MONTGRU-St-HILAIRE---LATILLY ---
SOMMELANS, (these localities to the Tenth Army) thence the old boundary to the south.

On the same date the XI Army Corps (C. P. in ARCY-Ste-RESTITUE) and the 68th Inf.

Div. (C. P. in JOUAIGNES) will pass to the control of the Sixth Army; the zone of the
XI Corps will be that included between the old boundary of the Sixth Army and the new.

II. Beginning at midnight August 8/9 the localities of MONTMIRAIL, MECRINGES, RIEUX,
I'ECHELLE-le-FRANC will pass to the Sixth Army.

III. Beginning at midnight August 11/12 the Sixth Army will relinquish the localities
of BAULINE, La CHAPELLE-MONTHODON, DORMANS, VERNEUIL, PASSY-GREGNY and the
hamlet of CHAVENAY.

HS Fr. Files: 416-30.1: Order

Disposition of III Corps Units
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
No. 2,625/3 August 10, 1918--8p. m.

GENERAL ORDERS No. 3,743

I. At 8a.m., August 13, the French Sixth Army will hold its front with two corps.

On the right: American III Corps (C. P. Bois de ROGNAC southeast of COULONGES),
employing the American 77th, 32d and 28th Divisions.

On the left: French XI Army Corps (C. P. FERE-en-TARDENOIS at a date to be
indicated later), employing the French 68th, 62d and 164th Divisions (the last division
while waiting until it can be relieved in the III Corps sector, temporarily represented
by only 2 bns. of Chasseurs).

II. The boundary between the two corps will be as follows: PONT-ARCY---VIEIL-
ARCH---DHUIZEL---HILL 175 (1,200 meters south of DHUIZEL)---Hill 159.4 on the plan
directeur (1 km. east of VAUXTIN)---Les WATTES---Bois de la BRUYERE (these points to the
X1 Corps)---northwest tip of 'ETANG de la GRAVIERE (American III Corps)---MONT-NOTRE-
DAME---MONTBANI Farm (XI Corps)---MAREUIL-en-DOLE---SERINGES-et-NESLES (III Corps)---
FERE-en-TARDENOIS---PREAUX Farm---BEUVARDES---COURPOIL---TRUGNY---VERDILLY---
BRASLES (to the XI Corps).
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For the boundaries on the right and left of the army, as well as for the rear
boundary of the two corps, refer to Order No. 3,718 dated August 9.

III. Each corps will have two divisions in line, the third in corps reserve.

If a fourth American division is assigned to the army, it will be held in army
reserve.

IV. MISSIONS OF THE ARMY CORPS: To push north of the VESLE bridgeheads, making
every effort to enlarge them progressively, in order to facilitate the subsequent cross-
ing of the river.

To conduct offensive reconnaissances over the plateaus north of the river.

To stabilize south of the VESLE so as to be able to resist any enemy counter-
offensive, while conforming to the dispositions of General Orders No. 3,724 of August 7
concerning the organization of the outpost area, zone of resistance, and security
position, and the echelonment of means in all those zones of defense.

V. EXECUTION MEASURES: The American 77th Division (LOUPEIGNE---MAREUIL-en-
DOLE area) is placed immediately at the disposal of the General commanding the American I
Corps to relieve the elements on the right of the 62d Inf. Div. and the American 4th Division
within the boundary prescribed above.

The 164th Inf. Div. will be relieved by the American 28th Division.

General DEGOUTTE.
HS Fr. Files: 416-30.1: Order
Transfer of 3d Division
[Editorial Translation]
3d Section, General Staff C. P. FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
No. 2,649/3 August 12, 1918--5p. m.

SPECIAL ORDER No. 3,752
[Extract]
PART 1

1. The American 3d Division will entrain by rail with another army area as
destination.

* % % k % %

General DEGOUTTE.
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HS Fr. Files: 416-30.1: Memorandum

Instructions for Artillery
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff C. P. FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
No. 2576/3 August 14, 1918.

MEMORANDUM CONCERNING INTERDICTION FIRE

The interdiction fire prescribed by Memorandum No. 2,558-3, August 7, 1918, at the
request of the American I Corps, American III Corps and the Tribout Groupment will be
executed by the French XI Corps and the III Corps as follows: XI Corps: On PONT-ARCY
and the crossroad 2 kilometers west of DHUIZEL. III Corps and Tribout Groupment: On
BOURG-et-COMIN, VILLERS-en-PRAYERES, LONGUEVAL, MERVAL, GLENNES, MAIZY, CUIRY-
les-CHAUDARDES.

2. Whatever the number of rounds allotted daily it will be divided equally between
the 5 distant interdiction points which can be reached only these 2 calibers: PONT-ARCY
BOURG-et-COMIN, VILLERS-en-PRAYERES, MAIZY, CUIRY-les-CHAUDARDES, which it is all
important to cover in a continuous manner

By order:

G. BRION,
Chief of Staff.

HS Fr. Files: 416-30.1: Order

Sector Activities of the III Corps South of the Vesle River
[Contemporary Translation]

G-3 SIXTH ARMY,
No. 2,766/3 August 19, 1918.

FIELD ORDER No. 3,787

Before attempting new operations north of the VESLE River, it is of the utmost
importance to be in possession of the whole ground south of this river.

Consequently, all the hostile islets of resistance which might still be on this side
of the river, will be reduced without delay and it will be proceeded to the entire clean-
ing up of the southern bank of the VESLE.

General DEGOUTTE.
The foregoing translation respectfully submitted

Major de BERTIER de SAUVIGNY,
Liaison Officer, III A. C. U. S.
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183-32.16: Message

Transfer of the 32d Division
August 23, 1918---11:50 h.

Telephone Message from CHATEAU-THIERRY
3d Bureau [French Sixth Army]

[Extract]

On August 24, the reserve units of your corps at CIERGES (32d Division) will be sent
to General Mangin’s Army.

* % % % % %

HS Fr. Files: 416-30.1: Order

Transfer of the 32d Division
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
No. 2,830/3 August 23, 1918--5 p. m.

SPECIAL ORDERS No. 3,806

[Extract]

PART 1
I.  The American 32d Division (hq. at CIERGES) will be sent on August 24 to the Tenth

Army area (west of SOISSONS) where it will be reserved for the French Reserve Group of
Armies, under the administration of the Tenth Army.

* % % ¥ % %

General LEBRUN.



HS Fr. Files: 416-30.1: Order

Combat Instruction
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
No. 2,858/3 August 25, 1918.

[Extract]

Instruction No. 3,812 for the Commanders of the French III Corps and the American
III Corps.

The successes won in the preceding days of the Tenth Army on the right bank of the
AISNE will be exploited by a general advance of that army in an eastern direction.

It is reasonable to expect that the success of that advance will result in a with-
drawal of the enemy north of the AISNE in front of the Sixth Army and perhaps even north
of the AILETTE.

Under the circumstances, the Sixth Army must be ready to push back the enemy rear-
guards at the first signal and each army corps will make all necessary preparations for
a quick crossing of the VESLE and of the AISNE.

To that effect the following is put at the disposal of the American V [III?] Corps
which does not possess bridge trains of its own.

a. An army bridge train with teams furnished by the 19th Co., 14th Bn., at
present in MEZY,
b. The 6th Co., 3d Bn., Engineers in COURTHIEZY.

Moreover, on the morning of August 28, the army will have at its disposal a supple-
mentary bridge train at the rear of each army corps on a general line with FERE-en-
TARDENOIS.

No boat bridge will be thrown over the VESLE. The crossing of this river will be
effected on emergency bridges and improvised footbridges. The material necessary for
building these crossings will be delivered immediately by the army engineers at points to
be determined before noon August 26 by the commanders of the corps concerned.

The bridge train assigned to the American III Corps will halt during the night of
August 26/27 with the 6th Co., 3d Bn. Engineers, in compliance with orders to be issued
directly by the commander of this corps to the army engineer commander. It will halt
sufficiently near the front while remaining carefully concealed from the view of the
enemy.

The crossings of the lateral canal and of the AISNE will be effected in conformity
with the following directives:

* %k % %k % %

The extension of the army front toward the west, ordered August 9, the shrinking of
the reserves at the disposal of the army to a single infantry division and the present
military situation of the Tenth Army do not allow to contemplate the crossing of the AISNE
as determined in personal and secret Instruction No. 2572/3 August 8.

Therefore, each division in line will advance in the zone which will be assigned to
it by its corps commander.

All measures will be taken to maintain a permanent and close contact with the enemy
and to have the plan for advance carefully covered by advanceguards and constantly sup-
ported by the artillery.
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The boundary between the French IIlI Corps and the American III Corps is extended
toward the north on the line PONT-ARCY-Road---VERNEUIL-COURTONNE (to the French corps)
---BEAULNE-et-CHIVY---TILLEUL de COURTECON---COLLIGIS (to the American III Corps).

LEBRUN.

HS Fr. Files: 416-30.1: Memorandum

Corps Boundaries
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
No. 2867/3 August 26, 1918.

In case of an advance north of the VESLE, the boundary between the French III Corps
and the American III Corps is specified as follows: Le POTEAU Farm---Hill 152 northeast
of PAARS (to the French III Corps)---township limit following the crest of the spur south
of the EPINE de VAUXCERE from Hill 152 to the DHUIZEL-VAUXCERE Road---crossroad of un-
improved roads 600 meters northeast of the EPINE de VAUXCERE---Le LOUVRE to the American
III Corps, then to the north without change.

By order:

G. BRION,
Chief of Staff.

183-11.4: Order

Directions for Pursuit when Possible
[Contemporary Translation]

General Staff, G-3 SIXTH ARMY, A. E. F.,
No. 2880/3 Chateau-Thierry, August 29, 1918--10:30 a. m.

FIELD ORDER NO. 3,830

I.  As aresult of the attacks of the armies operating on our left, the enemy will
possibly retreat on the front of the Sixth Army, in a northerly direction as far as the
AISNE, or the AILETTE and even beyond it.

II. The mission of the Sixth Army is to watch closely every sign of withdrawal and
eventually to follow up the retreating enemy, without waiting for new order to overthrow
its rearguards with a view of preventing the main body to establish itself on a chosen
position.

II. Successive objectives:

1. The AISNE - The advance guards to hold the river banks, the main bodies of
the army hidden from the northern heights views.
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2. The AILETTE - The advance guards on the river, the main of the army, south
of the CHEMIN-des-DAMES Ridge.
[V. Limits of the Army Zone of action.
A) - The limit between the eventual zone of action of the Tenth and Sixth Armies
is modified as follows by the General commanding the G. A. R. (Group of Armies in Reserve
Reserve.}---BRAINE (Tenth)---BRENNELLE (Tenth)---CHAVONNE (Sixth)---OSTEL (Tenth}---
FROIDMONT Farm (Sixth)---TRUCY (Tenth)---CRANDELAIN [CRANDELAIN-et-MALVAL] (Sixth)---
BRUYERES (Tenth)---CHERET (Sixth).
B) - Limits between Fifth and Sixth Armies: unchanged. The limit of action be-
tween the American III A. C. and the French III A. C. is thus modified as follows: Le
POTEAU Farm (III C. A.)---HILL 132 (N.E. of PAARS)---Boundary of “communes” [communal
boundaries] from HILL 132 as far as DHUIZEL-VAUXCERE Road---Crossroads of tract
[secondary dirt roads] 600 m. E. of 'EPINE of VAUXCERE [EPINE, spur, de VAUXCERE]---Le
LOUVRES (III C. A.)---VIEL-ARCY (III C. A.)---VOURG-et-COMIN (American III C. A.)---
COURTONNE (American III C. A.}---MONTFAUCON (Quarries) (American III C. A.)---CHIVY (III C.
A.)---TROYON (American III C. A.)---CERNY-en-LAONNOIS (American III C. A.)---CREUTES
(Grottoes) N. W, of NEUVILLE (III C. A.)---VIEVRES (III C. A.).
V. Liaison Axis:
Army and American III C. A. - JAULGONNE---COURMONT---COULONGES---St-GILLES---
MERVAL---MAIZY---BEAUVIEUX---ARBRE de PAISSY.
III C. A. - FERE---LOUPEIGNE---LIME---COURCELLES---VIEIL-ARCY---BRAYE.
First Transfer of Army Corps P. C.
American III C. A.: St-GILLES.
French III C. A.: LIME,
V1. Private and secret Instruction No. 3,287 of 8/29/18 to general commanding the
army corps specifies the conditions ruling the progression.

DEGOUTTE,
General.

183-32.7: Memorandum

Instructions for Crossing the Vesle
Contemporary Translation]

G-3 FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
No. 2891/3 August 29, 1918.

INSTRUCTION NO. 3,827

For Generals commanding the French III A. C. and American III C. A.
(This instruction cancels those dated August 8, No. 3,727, [attached] and August 25, No,
3.812.) [Published previously herein].

The success the Tenth Army has just won on the right bank of the AISNE will be the
starting point of a general progression for this army eastward.

It is probable that the success of this progression will impel the enemy to withdraw
in front of the Sixth Army, north of the AISNE and perhaps even north of the AILETTE.

Consequently, the Sixth Army must be in readiness to drive back the enemy’s rear-
guards, northward as far as possible.
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Therefore, all bridgeheads gained, north of the VESLE as ordered in private and
secret Instruction, dated August 7, No. 3,723, of which copy is enclosed, must be kept
everywhere, and local actions carried out in order to realize the advanced line as ap-
pointed in this instruction in adding to them the FISMETTE bridgehead.

For the same purpose, in each army corps, offensive reconnaissances should be held
in readiness in order to be launched when ordered by the commander of the army corps or
the army, as soon as there will be signs of an enemy withdrawali.

It is the rapid pursuit of the enemy that will enable us to get on the AISNE in the
best circumstances in time to cross this river on the heels of the enemy. It will thus
be necessary to push back the enemy’s rearguards and cross the plateau between the VESLE
and the AISNE as quickly as possible, without however, neglecting the precautions pointed
out in the General Field Order No. 3,700, copy of which is enclosed.

If however, the Sixth Army met on the AISNE and enemy decided to hold and not broken
up li.e., an enemy intact and determined], it would be necessary to try a crossing over
the AISNE by main force in order to attack the CHEMIN-des-DAMES Plateau and help, as fully
as possible, the eastward progress of the Tenth Army.

The operation will first consist, in forcing the river, between PONT-ARCY excluded
and CUIRY-les-CHAUDARDES with a view to gain a footing on the first spur N. of the AISNE
between VERNEUIL-COURTONNE and Bois des COULEUVRES |not identified]. A bridgehead will
be formed which allow the passage of the main body of the army and to push up to the
AILETTE and beyond.

This first operation will be effected under the command of the Comdg. General of the
IITA. C., A E. F., by an army advanceguard including a French Division (62d) - an
American Infantry Brigade (28th Div., A. E. F.) - a division artillery of support (Divi-
sion Artillery/62 reinforced by 2 battalions of Division Artillery/28th Div., A. E. F.) -

a regiment of American engineers.

All the means of the army artillery, except the Division Artillery/52 [62?] will be
placed at the disposal of the Comdg. General of the IIl A, C., A. E. F., to support this
operation.

The general commanding the artillery of the army will have the command under the di-
rection of the Commanding General of the IIl A. C., A. E. F., of the entire artillery in
charge of the operation.

The principal action will take place on the heights N. of OEUILLY and PARGNAN; it
will be conducted, in principle, by a French regiment, one American regiment and 2
battalions of Division Artillery/62.

Two secondary actions will be effected, one to the W. on the height N. of BOURG-et-
COMIN (1 French regiment and 1 battalion Division Artillery/62, the other to the east, on
the heights of BEAURIEUX (1 American regiment and 2 battalions of Division Artillery/28th
Div., A. E. F.).

First objectives to be attained: The brook that runs at VERNEUIL and VENDRESSE-et-
TROYAN---PAISSY---VASSOGNE---Le CHAMP-d’ASILE---CHAUDARDES.

These objectives attained, the advanceguard will lose no time in pushing detachments
on the CHEMIN-des-DAMES and on the AILETTE.

The III A. C., A, E. F., will, during this time, cross the AISNE and, as soon as his
first units have reached the CHEMIN-des-DAMES, will continue beyond the AILETTE to gain
a foothold on the heights N. of NEUVILLE, CHERMIZY, BOUCONVILLE.

The III A. C. now recovering the disposition of its A. C. artillery and of the artil-
lery of its two divisions will cross the AISNE at the same time as the Il A, C., A. E. F.,
either directly or by crossing infantry advanceguards on passages established below the
road included BOURG-et-COMIN railroad depot passages which it can use in priority to the
77th Div., A. E. F.

In the event of the army advanceguard not being able to capture the CHEMIN-des-DAMES,
the IIT A. C., A. E. F., will organize with all possible speed, an attack on that

- 69 -



position, and after having carried off same, will take charge of the progression on the
AILETTE and beyond. The 62d Division will then form again in a second line position at
the disposal of the commanding general of the army.

The American III C. A. will have at its disposal to cross the River AISNE, apart
from the bridge train which was attached to it by Private and Secret Order No. 3,812 of
August 25, 1918, two army bridge trains now stationed at TRUGNY and VILLERS-sur-FERE,

The French III Army Corps will only have at its disposal its organic bridge train.
To cross the AISNE River by main strength it is necessary to make careful preparations as
regards the installation of the artillery and the supply of ammunition as well as the
gathering and conveyance in the neighborhood of all materiel necessary to cross the river.

From the beginning of this operation a certain number of long-range batteries must
prevent the enemy from reaching the CHEMIN-des-DAMES Plateau by heavily firing on all
approaches of the AILETTE to this plateau.

From this date on, it is necessary to carefully prepare the crossing of the AISNE
River.

An annex to this order, issued by the officer commanding the army artillery will be
forwarded later on.

DEGOUTTE.
[4 Encls.]

HS Fr. File: 416-30.1: Order

Pursuit to Continue
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
No. 2,485/3 August 4, 1918—--7 p. m.

FIELD ORDERS NO. 3.690 *

1. Today we succeeded in crossing the VESLE at certain points.

It does not seem that the enemy intends to offer serious resistance between the
VESLE and the AISNE, but rather wishes to reorganize north of the AISNE.

II. Tomorrow, August 5, continuation of the pursuit.

The advance guards will gain a foothold on the plateaus north of the VESLE, initially
to create a bridgehead and to assure the passage of the troops necessary to continue the
pursuit. They then will move toward the AISNE.

The main body, once its debouchment is covered, will cross the VESLE and will estab-
lish itself on the general line: VAUXTIN---VAUXCERE---BLANZY -les-FISMES---woods north of
GRAND-HAMEAU---BEAUGILET Farm.

The field artillery and heavy howitzers will be put in position south of the VESLE
so as to support the army corps as far as possible.

This artillery will cross the VESLE only when the army corps have reached the north-
ern slopes of the plateau between the VESLE and the AISNE.

* This and three following enclosures are out of order chronologically but are kept in the position to amplify and
make understandable instruction No. 3,827 to which they are attached.
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The heavy artillery will be pushed forward as far as it casn be supplied, so as to
fire upon the principal crossings of the AISNE,

III. To establish ourselves on the plateaus between the VESLE and the AISNE, use will
be made, if possible, of the old defensive system which is located there and which is in-
dicated on the plans directeur, ten copies of which are sent herewith to both the Ameri-
can I and III Army Corps.

IV. The French 52d and French 73d Inf. Divs., in army reserve, will conform to the
forward movement of the front line divisions and, as soon as the main body of these di-
visions has crossed the VESLE, will take up position on the general line: BRUYS---CHERY-
CHARTREUVE---COURVILLE, in the respective sectors of the French 62d and French 4th Inf.
Divs. The second line American units will occupy the rest of this position.

The movements of these d1v1$1ons although they are in army reserve, will be regu-

~ - 2i~isre hv the General commanding the
American III Army Corps in the case of the 73d Div.

V. The French 164th and 63d Inf. Divs. will be held in army reserve in their present
positions.

VI. The C. P. of the army is at CHATEAU-THIERRY.

Headquarters French II Army Corps will move to REBAIS.

Headquarters French III Army Corps will be established at DORMANS (forward echelon)
and at CONDE-en-BRIE.

GENERAL DEGOUTTE.

HS Fr. File: 416-30.1: Order

Pursuit to Continue

[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
No. 2,509/3 August 5, 1918--8:20 p. m.

GENERAL ORDERS NO. 3,700

Same dispositions for the day of August 6, as those contained in Field Orders No.
3,690, with the following exceptions:
Paragraph II of Order No. 3,690 is revoked and is replaced by the following, which is
to be pasted on the aforesaid order.
The advance guards will seize a foothold on the plateaus north of the VESLE, initial-
ly to create a bridgehead and to assure the passage of the troops necessary to continue
the pursuit.
They will organize and occupy that position.
The main body, echeloned in depth, will cross the VESLE successively and by bounds,
and will effect passage of lines of the troops guarding the bridgehead. They will estab-
lish themselves on the general line: VAUXTIN---VAUXCERE---BLANZY -les-FISMES---wood north
of GRAND-HAMEAU---BEAUGILET Farm.
The main body will immediately push forward new advanceguards to the northern slopes
of the plateau, taking while crossing them every precaution against the fire of enemy
artillery. During these operations, the field artillery and heavy howitzers will be
placed in position south of the VESLE.
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As soon as these advance guards have crossed the plateau, the VESLE will be crossed
by such artillery as is necessary to support their advance.

The heavy long artillery will at once be pushed forward as fast as it can be supplied
so as to fire upon the principal crossings of the AISNE.

General DEGOUTTE.

[Encl. 2]

183-32.17: Operations Order

Suspension of the Offensive
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
No. 2,5661/3 Chateau-Thierry, Aisne, August 7, 1918,

PERSONAL AND SECRET INSTRUCTIONS No. 3,723

The enemy is offering rather strong resistance north of the VESLE.

Furthermore, the condition of the troops does not permit uninterrupted continuance
of large scale attacks in full force to seize the plateaus between the VESLE and the
AISNE.

Therefore, the high command orders for the present only the establishment of bridge-
heads north of the VESLE, to permit the construction of footbridges across that river, for
the later continuation of the offensive which it intends ordering for the combined armies.

Therefore, the front line will run as follows:

(a) American I Army Corps: The railroad between SOISSONS and REIMS---north of La
GRAVIERE---BAZOCHES (inclusive)---the ROUEN-REIMS Road.

(b} American IIl Army Corps: That road, from the boundary between the two army
corps to the confluence with the ARDRE, thence the VESLE, with small bridgeheads beyond
the river at points best suited for resistance by the advance elements and for the estab-
lishment of footbridges.

These bridgeheads should be seized by local actions entailing no very large employ-
ment of artillery and especially of infantry, which last must be used sparingly. They
will be occupied only by such troops as are absolutely necessary.

Combat patrols of approximately one company should be pushed forward from these
bridgeheads. Their action will be preceded by an artillery preparation and their advance
will likewise be covered by artillery.

The mission of these patrols is to feel out the enemy positions and to see whether a
withdrawal is in progress and whether the enemy is opposing us merely with a line of
machine guns.

The attached field order gives the details of the occupation of the sectors.

DEGOUTTE.

|[Encl. 3]
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HS Fr. File: 580-33.1: Instructions

Future Crossing of the AISNE
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
No. 2,572/3 August 8, 1918---6:10 p. m.

SECRET AND PERSONAL INSTRUCTION No. 3,727
To the Generals Commanding the Army Corps.
[Extract]

1.  After the occupation of the heights between the VESLE and the AISNE, the cross-
ing of the AISNE will be the next problem, if the high command orders the pursuit of the
enemy beyond that river. It is therefore necessary to plan this operation now, along
with the means to apply to it.

II. The operation will consist in a forced attack to gain a foothold on the first
foothills north of the AISNE, between VERNEUIL, COURTONNE and CHAUDARDES, and to
establish there a bridgehead enabling the main body to cross and push to the AILETTE.

This operation will be carried out by an army advanceguard including an infantry
division, an accompanying divisional artillery, an engineer regiment, under the direct
control of the General commanding the American III Army Corps.

The main action will be directed to the heights north of OEUILLY and of PARGNAN and
of BEAURIEUX; secondary engagements will be executed on the heights north of BOURG-et-
COMIN and west of CHAUDARDES.

The first objectives to be reached will be, from west to east: The stream passing
through VENDRESSE and VERNEUIL---MOULINS---VASSOGNE---CHAMP-d’ASILE---
CHAUDARDES.

III. The success of the crossing of the AISNE depends essentially on the means of
artillery and on their employment.

For this operation the entire army artillery means will be placed at the disposal of
the General commanding the American III Corps.

The General commanding the army artillery will have, under the control of the
General commanding the III Corps, the command of the entire artillery in charge of the
operation.

IV. All means of river crossing at the disposal of the army will also be employed to
that effect.

The colonel commanding the army engineers, placed under the direct control of the
General commanding the American III Corps, will make use of all the means and will take
all the necessary dispositions to assure their movements into position.

V. The operation necessitates a careful preparation for the artillery installation
on the plateaus between the VESLE and the AISNE and for ammunition supplies, as well as
for the assembling and transportation, where it is needed, of all the materiel necessary
to the forced crossing of the AISNE,

From the start of this operation a certain number of long-range batteries will posi-
tively bar the enemy irom access to the CHEMIN-des-DAMES Plateau, keeping under continuous
fire the main approaches to that plateau.

VI. The day and hour of the attack will be determined by the general commanding the
army.
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VII. Effective now theoretic studies will be made for the moving into position of the
infantry, artillery and engineer means, and the constitution of the necessary crossing
material: boat bridges, pile bridges, footbridges, barges, will be prepared and executed.

This preparation will hasten considerably the realization of the operation which will
be all the easier for the quickness with which it is executed.

% % &k % % &

DEGOUTTE,
General.
Annulied by E. M. 3d Section 2,891/3, August 29.
[Encl. 4]}
HS Fr. Files: 416-30.1: Orders
Relief of the III Corps

[Editorial Translation]

G-3 SIXTH ARMY,
2,990/3 September 6, 1918---10:15 a. m.

SPECIAL ORDER No. 3,852
[Extract]
PART I
I Headquarters and nondivisional elements of XVI Corps will be from September 6,
placed at the disposal of Sixth Army, to relieve the Hq. and Hq. Troops of IIf Corps,

A. E. F., which will be replaced at the disposal of the General Commander-in-Chief of
A E. F.

* % ¥ % % %

PELLEGRIN.
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HS Fr. Files: 416-30.1: Order

Transfer of the 28th Division
[Contemporary Translation]

G-3 SIXTH ARMY,
No. 3,013/3 September 7, 1918.

SPECIAL ORDER No. 3,859
[Extract]
PART I

I.  Pursuant to Telephone Message No. 2.986/3 of Sept. 5, the American 28th D. I.
will be entrained in the region of EPERNAY-AVIZE beginning September 12, about 6 a. m.

* % % k ¥ %

General DEGOUTTE.

HS Fr. Files: 416-30.1: Orders

Relief of I Corps Postponed
[Contemporary Translation]

G-3 SIXTH ARMY,
No. 3,016/3 September 8, 1918---10:30 a. m.

ORDER No. 3,861 to III Corps, A. E. F.

Telephone Message No. 2,999 dated September 6, 22 h. 5 (Special order 3,854) had
stated the conditions in which the pressure of the Il Corps, A. E. F., was to be executed
in view of bringing down the last enemy resistance still existing in front of the army
sector on the left bank of the AISNE River.

The relief of the American 28th Div. by the French 62d Div. has delayed the realiza-
tion of this action.

The General commanding the III Corps, A. E. F., is requested to carry out this ac-
tion during the afternoon and evening of September 8.

A preliminary action must give us possession of the GLENNES Ravine; a combined ac-
tion of the French 62d Div. with the right of the American 77th Div. carried out at day-
fall will have the aim of capturing the height west of MUSCOURT, MAIZY, from the BEAU-
REGARD Farm to HAUT de CUCHERY included, and to establish our first line on the front
MUSCOURT, MAIZY and Canal to the west. During the execution of that action the right of
the French 62d Div. will help and cover facing east the progression on the plateau of
Hangar de BEAUREGARD.

When these objectives are reached, we shall have a good basis of departure to
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progress eastwards and gain the CUVETTE [Hollow] de VENTELAY, in accordance with an ac-
tion carried out north of the VESLE by the left A. C. of the Fifth Army.

DEGOUTTE.
HS Fr. File: 416-30.1: Order
Transfer of the LI Corps
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
No. 3,019/3 September 8, 1918--1:45 p. m.

SPECIAL ORDERS No. 3,863
[Extract]
PART 1

1. Headquarters and the nondivisional elements of the American III Army Corps will
entrain by rail (with the exception of motorized elements) effective the evening of
September 9.

* % & % % %

General DEGOUTTE.

HS Fr. File: 416-30.1: Order
Special Order No. 3,863 French Sixth Army Amended
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
No. 3,021/3 September 8, 1918--5p. m.

SPECIAL ORDERS No. 3,864

I. Amendment to Special Orders No. 3,863 of September 8 concerning the entraining
of the nondivisional units of the American Il Corps:

Entraining railroad station: DORMANS (instead of CHATEAU-THIERRY and MEZY).

The rest without change.

II. Amendment to Special Orders No. 3,859 of September 7 concerning the entraining
of the American 28th Inf. Div.:

Date of the beginning of the entraining: 9 p. m. September 13 (instead of 6 a. m.
September 12).

The rest without change.

General DEGOUTTE.
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oI Army Corps
August 7 - September 9, 1918

[The American III Corps, engaged in the AISNE-MARNE Operation, took over the sector of the
French III Corps at 8 h., August 5. Orders from the French Sixth Army were to push across
the VESLE to form bridgeheads.]

183-33.1: Telephone Message
Situation Report

Il CORPS, A. E. F.,
August 7, 1918.

[Extract]

Chief of Staff, 28th Division, by phone, at 3:22 p. m., stated as follows:

Reference our conversation this morning, three companies have crossed the
river. They have built themselves a footbridge for crossing. One company and
machine-gun company covering the advance of these three companies. They are
under shell fire and have sustained some casualties. Right battalion held up
in FISMES by machine-gun fire and shell fire, sustaining some casualties.
General Weigel has ordered other troops to take the place of those leaving
support position.

The Commanding General, I1I Corps, directed the Commanding General, 28th Division to
push the attack strongly at once, fixing his own zero hour, and that he had the whole
thing in his own hands now.

* % % * % %

F. W. CLARK,
Lt. Colonel, G. S.,

183-10.2: Telegram
Location of Headquarters of 28th and 32d Divisions

III ARMY CORPS, A. E. F.,
August 7, 1918.

G-3,G. H. Q.

Number 385, G-3. At 14 o'clock this date Headquarters 32d Division opens at CIERGES.
28th Division now at DRAVEGNY.

BULLARD.
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183-32.1: Message

H Hour Designated

387/G-3 III ARMY CORPS, A. E. F.,
August 7, 1918.

MESSAGE FOR: Commanding General, 32d Division

1. H hour set under Field Order No. 10 [printed in AISNE-MARNE Operation] is 4:30
p. m., August 7.

By command of Major General Bullard:

F. W. CLARK,
Lieut. Col., G. S.,
G-3.
183-33.1: Operations Report
III ARMY CORPS, A. E. F,,
G-31 Coulonges, August 7, 1918--7 a. m.

I. Owing to present condition of telephone communications this report is submitted
in writing.

II. One-half of the 32d Division was relieved last night by the 28th Division (one-
half of the 28th Division). Effort is being made by units of this division to cross
combat patrols to the north side of the VESLE River near CHATEAU du DIABLE for liaison
with the right of American I Corps.

The American 6th Brigade reports building one bridge across the VESLE to the east of
FISMES, construction of another was stopped by machine-gun fire. The French 4th Div,
held the positions in the small woods northeast of MAGNEUX, captured last night.

III. Heavy enemy artillery fire upon our batteries during the night. Our batteries
active.

By command of Major General Bullard:
F. W. CLARK,
Lt. Colonel, Gen. Staff,
G-3.
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183-33.1: Telegram

Transfer of I Corps Headquarters

Il ARMY CORPS, A. E. F.,
August 8, 1918.

III Corps Headquarters moves at 7 p. m., August 8, 1918, to farm houses in ROGNAC
Wood on road from COULONGES to VIEUX-VEZILLY, 1 3/4 kilometers southeast of
COULONGES. (Coordinate 2939) BULLARD.

183-32.13: Order

Relief of 6th Brigade (3d Division)_from Vesle Sector

G-3 Orders I CORPS, A.E. F.,
No. 3 August 8, 1918--2:45 p. m.

[Extract}

I.  Pursuant to Order No. 2553/3 of the Sixth Army, the 6th Inf. Brigade will be re-
lieved by a part of the 164th Division; this relief will be completed by noon on August

10.

* % ok k& ¥

IV. After relief, the 6th Inf, Brig. will be reassembled in the following area:

VILLERS-AGRON (Hg. tr.)
Area: Le Bois-DORMONT---VEZILLY---GOUSSAUCOURT---VILLERS-AGRON for units of

the 6th Brigade and units of 3d Division * * *
By command of Major General Bullard:
F. W. CLARK,

Lt. Colonel, G. S.,
G-3.
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183-32.1: Order

I Corps Reverts to Defensive Occupation

FIELD ORDER III ARMY CORPS, A. E. F.,
No. 11 August 8, 1918---6:45 o’clock.

Map: PLAN DIRECTEUR, 1:20,000

[Extract]

* &k % & & %

2. In conformity with orders from Sixth Army, III Corps will hold its present posi-
tion, without further attack, until ordered.

* kX % % % %

By command of Major General Bullard:

A. W. BJORNSTAD,
Brigadier General, G. S.,
Chief of Staff.

183-32.1: Order

Establishment of Bridgeheads

FIELD ORDER III ARMY CORPS, A. E. F.,
No. 12 August 9, 1918--9 a. m.

Map: PLAN DIRECTEUR, 1:20,000
[Extract]

* % & & % %

2. Without engaging in a general attack, the III Corps will establish small bridge-
heads on the north side of the VESLE and from these bridgeheads will send strong recon-
noitering parties toward selected points under cover of box barrage * * *

By command of Major General Bullard:
A. W. BJORNSTAD,

Brigadier General, G. S.,
Chief of Staff.



183-32.12: Order

Relief Postponed

G-3 Orders III ARMY CORPS, A. E. F.,
No. 6. August 9, 1918.

[Extract]

1. The relief of the 6th Inf. Brigade and units of the American 3d Division attached
thereto, ordered to take place on the night of August 9/10, is postponed twenty-four hours

* %k & ¥ ¥ %

By command of Major General Bullard:

F. W. CLARK,
Lt. Colonel, Gen. Staff,
G-3
183-33.1: Operations Report
G-3 III CORPS,A.E. F.,

No. 1
From 12 h., Aug. 8 to 12 h., Aug. 9,
[Extract]

I.  Weather: Cloudy.

II.  Visibility: Poor.

III. General Impression of the day: Active on left. Quiet on right of our front.

IV. Infantry Activity: The 28th Division, to the left, advanced during the night in
the vicinity of FISMETTE. This division now has four companies holding region of
CHATEAU du DIABLE, and four companies with machine-gun platoon and 37-mm. section
between the VESLE and FISMETTE and the town itself. Advanced troops of this battalion hold
the nose of the high ground north of FISMETTE. The 6th Brigade and the French 164th Division
are holding along the SOISSONS-REIMS Highway with outposts as far as the south bank of
the VESLE. They are covering several footbridges they have constructed across the river.

V. Artillery Activity: Our artillery acting with harrassing concentration, and
interdiction fire. Harrassing fire by enemy along valley of the VESLE and our areas back
to bridge P. C.’s with some counterbattery; since daylight today there has been a diminu-
tion in his fire. COULONGES and vicinity bombarded yesterday afternoon by 150 L. or 170
marine gun.

VI. Aviation: Active on both sides. Enemy has superiority in the air on our front,
especially as regards pursuit planes. One French balloon brought down near LONGEVILLE at
16:22 o’clock by enemy plane. Two Boche planes shot down at 10:50 near LONGEVILLE,

* % % ¥ ¥ %

By command of Major General Bullard:

F. W. CLARK,
Lt. Colonel, G. S.,
Asst. C. of S., G-3.



183-32.13: Order

Assignment of Artillery

G-3 ORDERS III ARMY CORPS, A. E. F.,
No. 14 August 10, 1918.

[Extract]
G-3 Orders No. 7 is revoked and the following substituted.

1. The Commanding General, 53d Field Artillery Brigade, will designate one regiment
of his brigade to the 32d Division Artillery (now in sector with the 28th Division) and
one regiment to be attached by batteries to the 164th Division Artillery.

* & &k % & &

By command of Major General Bullard:

F. W. CLARK,
Lt. Col., Gen. Staff,
A. C.of S., G-3.

183-32.13: Order

Assignment of Infantry Brigade

G-3 III ARMY CORPS, A. E. F.,
No. 15 Bois de Rognac, August 10, 1918.

1. One infantry brigade of the 32d Division, to be designated by the division com-
mander, is placed at the disposal of the Commanding General, 164th Division, to be used

only in case of serious attack by the enemy.
One regiment of the brigade will be stationed in the Bois de REIMS and one regiment

in the Bois de VEZILLY.
The brigade will proceed to these stations at 7 o'clock a. m., August 11. Brigade

P. C. VEZILLY.
By command of Major General Bullard:
F. W. CLARK,
Lt. Colonel, G. S.,
G-3.
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183-32.13: Order

Relief of French 164th Division by the 28th Division

G-3 Il ARMY CORPS, A. E. F.,
No. 20 August 11, 1918—21:30 h.

[Extract]

1. Pursuant to Order No. 3743, Sixth Army, dated August 7, 1918, the French 164th
Division, less its artillery, will be relieved by a part of the American 28th Division,
during the night of August 12/13.

* % ¥k ¥ % %

3. The relief will be completed by 8 a. m., August 13, and the command will pass at
that hour.

* %k % &k % %

6. The divisional artillery of the 164th Division, will be relieved by part of the
divisional artillery of the 32d and 28th Divisions on the nights of August 11/12 and
August 12/13; ** *

7. The relief of the artillery of the 164th Division will be completed by 8 a. m.,
August 13, and when relieved, will be assembled on its rear echelons.

* % % % % %
By command of Major General Bullard:

F. W. CLARK,
Lieut. Col., G. S.,
G-3.

183-32.1: Order

Plans for Holding Line

FIELD ORDER III ARMY CORPS, A. E. F,,
No. 13 August 12, 1918--10 a. m.

MAPS: SOISSONS )
REIMS ) 1:50,000
PLAN DIRECTEUR, 1:20,000

[Extract]
1. The enemy is holding the plateau between the VESLE and the AISNE with machine-
guns, light artillery, and at least sufficient infantry to make frequent local counter-

attacks. He has scattered machine-gun nests in the low country between the river and the
south slopes of the plateau and still holds a few isolated posts between the railroad and
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the river north of MAGNEUX. His heavy artillery and main defensive position is undoubted-
ly north of the AISNE.

Our front line runs along the north side of the R. R. from BAZOCHES through the
woods of the CHATEAU du DIABLE, thence eastwards to the northern outskirts of FISMETTE,
thence along the R. R. track on the southern bank of the VESLE.

Our Sixth Army will advance to the AISNE in due time, pending which time it will
hold the line of the VESLE, with aggressive and strong reconnaissance towards the plateau
north of the VESLE, establishing bridgeheads in accordance with the principles set forth
in Paragraph 4.

2. The III Corps will:

(a) Hold and organize the position described hereafter; and

(b) Meantime conduct aggressive reconnaissances and establish bridgeheads with
a view to a further advance.

(c) Boundaries of corps sector:

Western limit: PONT-ARCY---VIEL-ARCY---DHUIZEL---HILL 175 (1200 m. south of
DHUIZEL)---HILL 159.4 of the P. D. (1,000 m. east of VAUXTIN)---Les WATTES---le Bois de
la BRUYERE (all above points to the XI Corps)---northwest edge of ETANG de la GRAVIERE
(to III Corps}---MONT-NOTRE-DAME---Fme MONTBANI (to XI Corps}---MAREUIL-en-DOLE---
SERINGES-et-NESLES (to III Corps)---FERE-en-TARDENOIS---PREAUX Ferme---BEUVARDES---
COURPOIL---TRUGNY---VERDILLY---BRASLES (to XI Corps).

Eastern limit: BOUCONVILLE (to III Corps)---CRAONNELLE (to V Corps)---
CONCEVREUX---MEURIVAL---Le GRAND-HAMEAU---crossroads 300 m. west of HUIT-VOISINS
---COURLANDON---MAGNEUX---La BONNE-MAISON Fme---COURVILLE---ARCIS-1e-PONSART
{all of the above to the III Corps)---AOUGNY (to V Corps)---VILLERS-AGRON-AIGUIZY (to 111
Corps)---PASSY---VERNEUIL (to V Corps).

The corps sector is divided into a right and left sector.

* % % k ¥ %

4. (a) Each sector commander will prepare a plan of works for his sector and push
the work to completion. Attention is invited to the necessity for careful concealment.
A plan of works, with map, will be submitted to the corps commander, and thereafter daily
report of progress.

® % % %k % %

The enemy will not be permitted to get away from the plateau between the VESLE
and the AISNE without our instant knowledge of his action.

® % % &% % %
By command of Major General Bullard:
A. W. BJORNSTAD,

Brigadier General, G. S,
Chief of Staff.
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183-32.13: Order

Assignments of Artillery and Engineer Units

G-3 Orders III ARMY CORPS, A. E. F.,
No. 23 Bols de Rognac Fine, August 12, 1918--4:30 p. m.

1. That part of the divisional artillery of the 62d Division now in action in the
left portion of the sector of the 77th Division will remain there until further orders.
2. The divisional artillery of the 4th Division will remain in action until re-
lieved by the divisional artillery of the 77th Division. This relief will not take place
until the divisional artillery of the 77th Division has become familiar with the sector.
3. The divisional artillery of the 77th Division, upon its arrival in the corps
area, will proceed to its firing positions in the left sector.
4. All the above artillery is assigned to the left sector under the command of
Major General Duncan, as established in F. O. No. 13 these headquarters, dated August 12,
1918.
5. The 308th F. Signal Battalion now stationed at CHARTEVES will proceed to COU-
LONGES for station on August 13, 1918.

By command of Major General Bullard:

F. W. CLARK,
Lt. Colonel, G. S.,
Asst. C, of S., G-3.

183-32.13: Order

Active Reconnaissance Directed

G-3 Orders III ARMY CORPS, A. E. F.,
No. 29 Bois de Rognac Frne, August 13, 1918--7 p. m.

1. It is believed that the enemy is occupying the plateau between the VESLE and the

AISNE with only a small force.

2. Each front line division (28th and 77th) will prepare at once a reconnaissance
by approximately a company, with artillery preparation and box barrage, for the purpose
of ascertaining whether the enemy still holds the north bank of the VESLE in force.

3. A successful advance of the reconnoitering party will be followed by a widening

of the bridgehead.
4. Each division will report the earliest hour which it can adopt as H hour. H hour
will be the same for both reconnaissances and will be fixed by these headquarters.

By command of Major General Bullard:
F. W. CLARK,
Lt. Colonel, G. S.,
G-3.
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183-32.13: Order

Relief of 4th Division Artillery

G-3 III ARMY CORPS, A. E. F.,
No. 31 August 14, 1918---4 p. m.

[Extract}
1. The divisional artillery of the 4th Division will be relieved by the divisional
artillery of the 77th Division on the nights of August 15/16 and 16/17, * * *
2. Upon the completion of the relief, that fact will be reported to these headquar-

ters with a sketch showing location of the batteries. P. C. of 77th Division Artillery -
FERE-Ancien Chateau.

* % & % % %

5. The passing of command in batteries, battalions and regiments * * * The command
of the divisional artillery will pass at 8 a. m., August 17, 1918,

By command of Major General Bullard:
F. W. CLARK,

Lieut. Col., G. S.,
G-3.

183-10.2: Telegram

Transfer of 28th and 77th Division Headquarters

G-3G. H. Q. III ARMY CORPS, A. E. F.,
August 14, 1918.

Number 429 G-3. Post of command 28th Division closes at DRAVEGNY at 16 h. today and
opens same hour and date at ARCIS-le-PONSART. P. C. 77th Division at FERE-Ancien Chateau
3 kilometers northeast of FERE-en-TARDENOIS since 10 a. m.

BULLARD.
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183-33.1: Fldr. 3: Report

Patrol Reports

III CORPS, A. E. F.,
Bois de Rognac Fme, August 14, 1918---10:10-11:15 h.

At 4 p. m. August 13, the 28th Division was directed to send out small patrols of
four or five men immediately along their front. The same instructions were sent to the
77th Division at 4:45 p. m. The following reports from these patrols were received:

The 28th Division reports that three patrols were sent out yesterday. One toward
ROLAND [Usine] Factory got in contact with the enemy and was fired on by rifle and machine
guns. Probably between 6 and 7 p. m. Two men wounded. Two other patrols were sent out
from FISMETTE, each one with an officer. Both report that they ran into machine-gun fire,
probably about 8 p. m., and then returned.

The 77th Division reported at 6:55 p. m., August 13, the following message from the
153d Brigade: The center company of the 305th Infantry sent out three patrols. They
were all driven back by machine-gun fire * * * No rifle or artillery fire. A later re-
port from the 77th Division is: “One of our patrols sent out this afternoon across the
river was caught by machine-gun and artillery fire and has not returned. They have taken
cover and will try to return after dark.”

The activity of the enemy artillery yesterday afternoon was materially less than the
day before, and the ordering out of these patrols was made in consequence to determine
the situation in our front. Both divisions are now organizing an operation of greater
strength and with artillery support in order to determine accurately the situation. There
has been no change in the location of our front lines during yesterday and last night.

During the night the enemy’s bombing planes were exceedingly active in our rear
areas in the vicinity of DRAVEGNY, COULONGES, and ARCIS and VEZILLY. There was some
slight artillery harassing fire by the enemy during the night.

XI Corps on our left reports no bombing.

No report from V Corps on our right.

Our antiaircraft defenses are inadequate.

[Written in ink]
Report received from V Corps 11:15 a. m. August 14
The activity of enemy airplanes has been great during the night specially in the

region of CRUGNY. A raid upon the R. R. station 500 meters S. W. of BREUIL-sur-VESLE
was prepared by bombing from airplanes. (The Hq. Chief Liaison Officer)

-87-



183-32.13: Order

Transfer of III Corps Headquarters

G-3 Orders III ARMY CORPS, A. E. F.,
No. 41 August 18, 19184 p. m.

1. The P. C. IIl Army Corps and corps artillery in the Bois de ROGNAC will close at
5 p. m., August 19, and open same hour and date as follows:

P. C. IIl Corps: CHATEAU de FRESNES

P. C. Corps Artillery: La CENSE Fme.

The rear echelon III Corps Headquarters at COULONGES will close at 12 noon, August
19, and open same hour and date at FRESNES.

By command of Major General Bullard:

F. W. CLARK,

Lt. Col, G. S.,

A C.of S., G-3.
183-33.1: Operations Report
G-3 III ARMY CORPS, A. E. F.,
No. 13 August 20, 1918,

From 20 h., Aug. 19 to 20 h., Aug. 20

[Extract]

%k %2 %x

IV. INFANTRY ACTIVITY: Allied: At 1 a. m., a projector and 4" Stokes motar shoot
was made on BAZOCHES and machine-gun nests south of the town. The town burned until
2:30 a. m. as aresult. Some reconnaissance patrols out reporting enemy patrols crossed
VESLE at ROLAND-Usine by footbridge which is in good condition. Little activity other-
wise.

Enemy: Quiet. An enemy patrol of seven men came across railroad to east of
BAZOCHES, was routed by our fire and one prisoner captured belonging to 75th Regiment of
17th Division. Order of battle confirmed.

* % % % %%
By command of Major General Bullard:
F. W. CLARK,

Lt. Colonel, G. S.,
A. C. of S., G-3.
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183-32.13: Order

Withdrawal from the Line

III ARMY CORPS, A. E. F.,

G-3 Orders
August 23, 1918--11:30 a. m.

No. 47
[Extract]

1. The 57th F. A. Brigade will be withdrawn from action on the nights of August
23/24 and 24/25, under arrangements to be made by the commanding general of that brigade
* % &

2. Upon completion of the withdrawal the 57th F. A, will pass under the command of
the Commanding General, 32d Division, who will be kept informed of the movement.

By command of Major General Bullard:

F. W. CLARK,

Lt. Colonel, G. S.,

A C.of S, G-3.
183-32.13: Order

Transfer of 32d Division
G-3 Orders III ARMY CORPS, A. E. F,,
No. 49 August 23, 1918--2:30 a. m.
[Extract]

1. Pursuant to telephonic orders from the Sixth Army, the American 32d Div. will be
relieved from duty in this sector and sent elsewhere.

% % k %%
By command of Major General Bullard:

F. W. CLARK,
Lt. Colonel, G. S.,
A. C.of S., G-3.
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183-32.16: Message

Situation of the III Corps

TELEPHONIC REPORT
at 17 h.
To French Sixth Army

No. 24 August 24, 1918.

After artillery preparation the 77th Division executed a local action in the vicinity
of CHATEAU du DIABLE, early this morning. The operation was successful. Our line in that
vicinity now runs east to west: Along REIMS-SOISSONS Highway past the TANNERIE, the road
crossing 203.8-286.9 to the edge of the woods at 203.3-287.1, then southwest to the rail-
road along same to 202.4-286.6, then southwest to the river. Our line unchanged in other
portions of the front. In Les GRANDS-Bois we have patrols this afternoon north of the
REIMS Road. Many patrols out today have been stopped by machine-gun and rifle fire at
many points on whole corps front. At 14:20 a patrol sent toward COURLANDON did not ad-
vance far north of the REIMS Road before they ran into heavy machine-gun fire from direc-
tion of COURLANDON.

All evening artillery fire seems to be from long-range guns, No. 77’s. There are
some trench mortars between PERLES and CHATEAU du DIABLE.

B. H. WITHERSPOON,
1st Lieut. Arty., A. D. C.,

G-3.
183-33.1: Operations Report
G-3 1l ARMY CORPS, A. E. F.,
No. 17 August 24, 1918.

From 20 h., Aug 23 to 20 h., Aug 24

[Extract]
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