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This paper examines how the U.S. Army in World War I 
defined, utilized and analyzed the physical and 

psychological boundaries it imposed on its personnel.









The first boundary was to conscript over a million men.

The second boundary was to sort the fit from the unfit 
and who would be exempted.

• Registering men who met the age requirement
• Classifying those men based on a specific criteria
• Mobilizing the selected men by ordering them to a camp

Three phases of  the Selective Service process:











At this point one sees that in order to expand the Army 
the government set goals for:

• Quantity
• Age
• Gender
• Physical and mental standards
• Exempted categories

These benchmarks were respected and well-received, 
and resulted in the nation being able to field a large and 
effective force by the end of  1918.





Secretary of  War Newton Baker



There were two groups of  experts used to accomplish this 
goal: 

• The medical community, which performed the 
physical and mental screening of  recruits.

• The psychological community, which screened for 
intelligence or to match men to jobs according to 
their skills.



Volume X Neuropsychiatry In The American Expeditionary Forces



Francis Galton Walter Weldon Karl Pearson



Charles Davenport





Volume XV Statistics, Part One, Army Anthropology



Volume XV Statistics, Part One, Army Anthropology



Robert Yerkes
Walter Scott





Authors of  the Army’s Intelligence Tests, Summer 1917 



Surgeon General William Gorgas





Alpha Test for Literates Beta Test for Illiterates



“How intelligent is the Army?” 





The necessity to create a large American Army in 1917 illustrates how a 
nation defined, utilized and analyzed the physical and psychological 
boundaries it would impose on its citizens. 

The limits for age and gender or the criteria for physical and mental 
health to include who might be exempted were conceptual boundaries 
that had to be defined.
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