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Actions and Rcaction~ 

The Spring 1862 Shcnundoah Valley Campaij.\" Rcvisted 

By Robert S. Ru.~h 

M~j. Gen.l'homasJ . "SIUMwall" Jachon'~ 1&62 
c~mpajgn in V .. ,in,a' . Slrnandooh Valley prolonged 
the lif" or l~ Confederxy II)' IWO to Ih= rUB. 
Wllhin M "",,·month ~riod. h,. Coofcd.:nnc Valley 

Army. never cAct:c<.ling 17.000 men. ma~hi'o:l nlQr~ 
,han 200 mlle~. (008h11h= banles. and neUirulo7oo 

"lUre lhan 70,000 Union .<old"·,,, ill a c~mp;1I8n 111:1.1 
cau>oCd the Fo:O.: .... 1 (OXUS 10 ~1I,fl .;o1 Ie.a>l .. ..,""'lIlaol)'. 
from the pcn"lwl~ f<lr1llo:d by lilt Vert and b".". 
Ri~ 10 lho: Shenandoah V~llcy . During lh, ~ pconod 
Jock""" IOO~ It<Ivunl ~ge of e"cry opprn1 l1nily ,n pursu­
ing hl~ prntkl' )I ohjc<;l;vc 10 keep Un,on I(oop' ( .... m 
",infon:ing "'a). ~". George R McClellan ' s Army of 
the Potomac in II~ drive on 1(o('h",O)OO. Vi'llm'l 

Dec"IOn' "" .. 10: by lhe UnIOn', senior ";vill:on 
Ie!t<k..." .1", romnoo,ed 10 Gen.e",1 Jackson' S $UCC~~, 
If Pre' idem Ahnlham Lincoln and Secrelary of War 
Edwin S,anto" hOO noI inn""ocw ,he r~r.ill mlll,ary 
... "n~gy In .he "lJ~y, General McClellan'~ ""nln~ul.1 

campaign u",II. ha,'e aU~tlled Ii' ~""(J:ic go;al. In , 
!;U\IClIon ~ 1<l'lIed by SC""'lary S.ln.OII, noI any vic ..... 
rll:., won by G\-.... r.ll Jack~", effl,<:.iv<:ly ~,op~ Maj. 
Gen Na.han iel p, Ban ~ ,' """",,,ful "",rell up .he 
\'lIIlley .owa,d S.~un.on on AprIl 1862. JaC~""'·' "'~ 
o;equcnl mlil.al)' SIICre!.."';::" asainM B3nb a, Fro,u 
Royal and W"lC'hC~ICr ~n: direc.ly aurib\>,ablc to 

Sl~n.nn', ",-"iQlI~, which reduecrl Hank.<' ror~'e from 
23.000 ~Idler:< ~"II<: begInning of M~y 10 fewer Ih~" 
9.000 by 21 r.13y .' 

For .he Confcdcr.tl6. (jcncfIIl Robm E. Ln'. 
efron, 10 h~.( JachOI! anac~ n:.<uhcd in a di\'ffSion 
in.n til<: v"lI~y of 20,000 Union ~Idie" who woold 
ha"c bellfr>c,ved tilt: Fl-dcr~1 cause by pan;':'il",ti,,!: in 
.he balllr~ atQUnd RIChmond , Had ~1;aj , Gen. I ..... in 
McDowell' ' l~ been ava,labkJ .0 M<"C1cIl;lll ,n la.e 
May. Gencf1ll Jmcph E, John~on and hi, 60.000 

soldicrsof thc Ann), orN .. nhcm VirJ:lnia would ha ve 
f~. rombined Union f()f('e of n>Ore Ihan 135,000. or 
an Imh:t1a1'lCC of ""'llhly tWO to one, Defeating ,lie 
AnnyofNnnhr:m Vi"in;. wovld ha~c~rcd I ........ y 
forGo:ner:ll McClellan 10 t~h first Richmond and lhen 
~II of Virginia with I!.~ ~ul"tanli~1 pOpulation and 
indumial .nd ~gricultur:ll OO'jXJ1,' In th~( ~ase, lhe w;u' 
m,ght not hav~ !assw ~nother yc;u', 

Tho u~ of thr: leI~gt1lph made the Shr:nando;oh 
Valley c~mpailln one of IIIe fint in whiCh ,iwilian 
go"emll"",n l ofr",i"ls could ;nnucnc<: ~"'n" almos, 
inSlanta.neously. wi lhool opcnly nmpa'gning Ihem­
",I,u, A~ a byproduct, this .itualion left a ~g:ocy of 
c~cc:llcnl primal}' 5OUr<:(J, Publi.h<:d ill.he War oftlkt 
R.,f><.IIi_, A '-"",pi/"';'''' 'f'h'Offi~/a1 Rt'Cur,A uf,/uo 
U"i,,,, ""rI Conf~d.,rolf A,.,,,i,,,s, 1I>e.So; CommUnlCa · 
,ions a~ (he on ly snu"",,~ tha, were 1101 nlOdir ted U,I fit 
pcrccp! ion or memory , a~ we", a ft~r-:OCllon report .• and 
~ ..... ",I """,-",nu., Re lyIng 00 .hr:OjJicial RUOTd~ and 

lhe ~I papc"'o( t hep;ln;':'Ip;in1~.lhi, Hnicle will 
evaluatc the effect' of the n~!'.lg<'S =e,vcd by Ihose 
invulved in the Valleyc~n'paign a r><l ,uagest how Ihc~ 
d,=ti,,,< inn .... ·oc"" iU course, l1Ic I"'1",r will com­
~ the undcr~undin, Mild instructions of highc. 
hoodqua<1ff'5 " 'ith .1Ie rea"'y of Ihc banlrfield Sllua-
110M, Among lhe 'iJ:nif lCan(challeng"sGcncf1lls Bank, 
andJacbon r"",ed w". the need to balance ",,,lily wilh 
I""ir supcnors' pcrccption" Milital)' campaign., a", 
not fuught in VXUUIm, l1Ic Sto.,nandoif,h Valley 
camp.illgn 'S I pri"," O!t how individUllI~ off ,he Nn"'­
f ICId cln d«isi, ... ly innucl'lC<' a campaign. 

An Onr .. I",.. or t ht E",st~rn T hu ,er 
On 21 ApnlllKl2. lhc Am""ican C,VIl War w:o, juM 

mer a yur old, After the bloody Fir~( Hattlr: 0( 

Mana~~, fought between the 11I·pn.1"'mI forces of 



I~ UnlOll andConreder~~;vm...,s in Ju ly 1861. P,es, · 

dent Li""oln had given the command of the Union 
fOKeS to(i"nerdl McClellan, Whil" ··1.ittk Mac" orga · 

ni«d ~nd Inoi,oW Ihe A'my of t~ P~Om;K around 
Wll)hinltOl'.j"~ thiny n"~ "~Id. GeneQI John>!on' ~ 
Conftder:ue Anny of I~ Potomac wenl in'o winl~r 

quane'~ m Cem~villc. Vi'g'ni~ . 

After walching M,:Cldb" im"",i,cly lrain Ihe 
~nny ~ruund W~>hi"&IOI' for eighl It_Ihs. Ihe pmi. 
OCIll pn:tdded him "" 0 moving ~ain~ IIle Confcder· 

~ICIo. McUellan's ,nlllal pl~n 10 f(1T)' h;' ~nny to 
Urbana on I~ Rappah;lOoock w~< IhWllned "'hen 

General JohnSlon pulled h .. a rmy back 10 

F",dcdck<burg. McCkllan then proposed 10 "_,v<: h y 

scalO Unton·held Fort Monroe loc:atWIllI~ foot of I ..... 
critintl renin~la. Th .. would place the Unton a.llly 

"care. !O RochtTlOfld than was I~ Conr«lo;""c am,y. 

and if McClellan m'.,.,cd 'I"id Iy Ite cou ld Cut JOhn~lon 
off in Northern Virgu"n. All hough cot1l:c~ aboul 
)Cl"'l1Ittng the main Unton anny from W~'hington. 

I'Tcs tdcnt L'ncoln alrttdlo the plan . 
On 14 M~rch I .... ' pt\'<tdem IImuw MtCkllan '~ 

W",,1l3nd to the Am.y 01 tile Paloma<: and organi,.cd 
Ih(, remaining Union ro~ iTl C"~lern arid cenlr~1 

Virginia into lhe Dc .... nmentl of tile ShenanOOah and 
Rappah.1nood. l bceomm.:lndcrsof loo.cOCp,,,Tnlents. 
~ncr."'s McOo"'tll and Banh. would repon d'f'Ktly 
.o.h(, presiocn!. I.mcoln wamed McCkJlan to focus Ofl 

lhe Pc" i" .. "la campllign und would rely on OI l1cr gen­
COIl' tOenwre IlIat Wash,nglon was ocfcndro. On 11 
Marth 1862. McClellan·s Annyofl~ PotOm;K beg:m 

emb3 .... 'ng for Fort Monroe 
By 21 Apnlll1"'2. lhe Unton forces ""'''' ckr..cr 

* * 

to Richmond and to endtng the WiU'lhanthey would 
be for tlte ne~1 Iwo-~nd ·a · half years. Wlli ie Gencml 

McCldlan· ~ I 05.00Q.~trong Anny of lllC Potomat was 

,narching up IIIe pen'n",l. Wltl hcaiI of Richmond . 
Gencrnl ~kOo_II'~ appro" m;lIely J2.000sokliers at 
AquiaC_k.abo.,ttcn m,1e;; nonho(llIe Rappaltannoclt 

Ri'·cr. woilcd fOf orders to re~u"..., .IIC" advanee on 
~,ch",ond . Pres ldenl Unwin !tlld orde red McDowell 
10 move on Richmond by way or Ma~sa5 JUl1Clion 

and FrWcric~'bu'g on 3 April. but 5e<:relJl'Y S'anlon 
rnoo.Iirocd I~orderson II April"'lIen he rnatif: clear 
to Mello"",11 that IIIe. protection of Washington look 

prionty ove' lhc mMe MtUth. Stan ton fun"", reslriCted 

Mel)o"'cllon 23 April byordering hi m noIloadvancc 
Xro!.S tile Rappah~nnock .' 

M .. ~n,,·h,1c. tn the I)c~ment ofl'" Shcnando;th. 

Gen.:",,1 Ranb· contingent of 15.000 sokhers wa~ 

marchtng soulh up IIIe. ShenalKloatt Valley wi.h i.s klOOJ 
elements in Ha,ri""" I""g. West of tile. valley. in 11tc 
Mou","in lkpa nnlent that h3d been cslabli>hed C;1r· 

Ii.". Maj. Gen. Joitn C. Fremunt '~ amty of 8.000 was 
~lowly mo""'!; C~" 1hmugh the: Alkglleny p;w.o into 
thr uppcr v"llcy ncarSI3Unton. Brill. Gen. Loui, Blcn~cr 
"lKl hi. division of 7 .0000.wld iefii of Gennan dcsc.:nl 
wen: man:hin; " ",'>l from Wamnlon Junction 10 rcin · 
fora rnnlOrlt .' 

Banls and hlS«lf1l' had am.'w in tile SlIenanduotlt 
Valley in February 1862 w"h tile mission to proU:":1 

Washing'"'' and defend the Ba lt imore "nd Ohi" Rail­
ru;od I .... ler Ihal month McCldl~ll. who then slill com­
manded Bank$. wi!nl hi", 10 cicar lhe valky of Con­
feder-lie foru~ .o r~all any attempt by tlle.Confw· 

(m.o to n",,"e against WashinJUOtl through tile Blue: 
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Ridge Moun'a", •. Ba"h",8O ,hen to reunitc h; ~ '0I'JI'i 
wi,h the AmlY of ,lie I'oI.nm.'lC al Mana~~ JUIl(:,;nn. 

In late March Danks w,red Wil:>~ in!:'on that ,lie 
Cor,fcdcmte fOfCtS had left the valley. and he put hi s 

~ ,n n~ion ,,,,,'l\fds r.bn;lSSM J"nc:.ion Hh op;n-
100 cllanged aflc< 23 M~n:h . however. when GC()("r'fl1 
Jack500 ~n:loC~ed Brig. Gen. James Sh,dds' d,v,l,on J. 
Kern,'own . j ust sou,h of Winc:heMcr. Although the 
haule was a ckar \'iclQl'}' for ,he Nooh, II oonvinoxd 
Banb and titS $Ul"'nor~ llI:at lhe Sool~fli _A: ~I,II 

in force in 1M val ley. AI a result, on I Apnl McCle llan 
rI<,JIirK:d Ban~, tod ri,'c J:loCk ,;nn up lhe valley and away 
from II~ Potomac Ri"cr. That 3Ccomph~lk,d. his w i­
d~fli ,"'cre II) ~""I' (he c ... "ret\erJleS 3way from lhe 

nor1hem "alley and.he Bl ue: Rod):C Mounlal n ~J;.' 

Gc""r~1 Shoelds. one of eallls' mon: ootspot.:en 
div, . ioo co",mall<ler; , wamed lO;k"Compl '~h ,,,0,,, Ihan 
JUS! kcepmg J.'lChon away fronl IIIe Po!om:toe , He 

~d 10S«~'3I)' StantOO On 20 April.hal he ,like 
hi, and Blt:nh(s diVIsion •. along wilh lhe c~"3Iry 

~I,""hmcn" of 8ni: Gen. Jolin 1', Geary ~,od 8rig 
Gen. Louts Ahe=omhio;, and march on lI. ochmond 

from I"" weI!. St3010n scm no reply ' 0 hi. p!'Oposal.· 

W"-" 0(,1>0: Sn.,nandoah In llIe Moun,",n Depan­
mem. Ge'~QI Fn'monl ""'"I(d to UpUA: Kno, vll k;:, 

T ",,",,55«. IIc sugges,ed .0 Pr.,.o, nl LIncoln on 21 
ApI',L ,10". h ;.~""y mo..., Into I'" vallcoy a, SI~un'on. CII' 

lhe r~lln;>3d 3. Salcm on ,lie Roanu~ e R"'~r. and coo­
,inuc " M,t n, .. ' SClo ward Kno .. ~i llc. s.."'rctHry S,anlon 

approved .... Cnloo .. .. plan 10 captu~ lhe ""lfOild bul 
wilhheld final approval for la\ ing KlIOulllco.' 

For 1M Confedoel1lles. Gc"""",1 Juhn.\lon·$ mis· 
,ion wb 10 j)re~nl lhe fall of Kic hmo"d wh Ile keep­
to! ,hc Snul he nt .,my inl a~t To ;,ccompitslllll" , he 
had to keep h,s Amly of NOrl he m Vi rginia I)t:.w~n 

Gcner.1 M .. {;iellan 's Unton army and RK: hmond. 
whIle <" .... lInlocou,ly dc:clin;n~ ,0 figh. D banle of 
allnllon . Bes Ides the forces he mo ved '0 fnce 

I>kCldl~n . John<!on com,nandcd four "nail comin­
genI.I in lhe Shenandoah and Rapp.lhallllOCk VHllcy; . 
Since McClell an's Landin!; on lhe peninsUla. he had 
h:td link lime OJ energy 10 devote IU .he del<IChmem~ 

and "",n' few me~sagc. In .1Ie" C(lmmaodefli. lie ~nl 
occa,iUflal co mmunICatIOns 10 IhcSf.': clemenlS by .cle­
gmph. bur ,i nce Ihe~ was no d,rcc. Idc!:r~ph line 
be,w~n JoonSlOIl a nd llIe FOfCu wes l of Goulor,,­
v,11e. mo .. of h,s meuag~ WCfC rouln.!lhrouSh ,he 
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By Order "' ..... s.c...l3ry 0I1he At...,­

DENNIS J . REIMER 
~. ~ S'.'Q A1m)' 
CIWI 01 S •• II 

Ot!ic:iaI: 

}d1J~ 
JOE.L B "1UOSON 
A<tn.injslr.'MO AniSIan! .0 ~ 
s«relary 01 In. lumy 

Chili of ~"'i",')' Hi,ton' 
Brig. Gen. John S. Brywn 

MOO"t;"/: Ed"", 
CIIarIb Hcndri(:h.I't! .D. 

",my Hi'''or:>' (P8 20-99--2) " Jlubli,hed by 
1M U.S. Alllly CCIllC. of M ililat')' IJiStOf)' for lite 

prufes)1QIIa1 ~vdOp'melll of A"ny hi"orians. Thc 

fcpl'odue:l ..... of an Ides for edllCal ion.;, 11111 rp<.>Se$ i S 
£""0<1 '" g<d. C or ~;pooodc" .. ..., • hou 101 I)t: liId<:I ",»Cd 

to Manag;"!: &liM, A,.mv l/i5l," .• , U.S AmlY 
Cenlcrof Mililar y Hblory. 10J Thml Av~ .. F041 
wley J. McN~ir. W,,-,hin,'on , D.C. 2031 \1-

~ss, or by e·m>.II'Q hcndrcd tthl ........ nny.mil. 

Op,"IOIIs<:>.prCSloCd in Ihi~ publical'on are .host: uf 
.M aUlhors. IlOl lhe l)Cl';lr(mem of I)o:ffn!.e or " s 
cu" .,itu~nl elements. Am,,' Hi.,,,,,),', CQ'lIentS do 
not nec~,.''';ly n.:n.....1 an offICIal Army position 

and do noo: :supcr.;ede infQ",,"1 ion ,n otller offICial 
Army public3uonsor An"y reg .. lal ions llle ph0-

tograph. in Ihi s ;'''1Il an: A:produttd froon <:>rigi · 
oal5 ,n .he Na,iollnl AfCh i " e~, Th, s bullel in i, 
appro~e<l for offk.al d;.",,,,i" atiun of m;u~rial 

~iGned 10 keep ind, vodual~ " ';Ih", .he Army 

toowlcdgeable of develop~nl$ wIth,n AIlllY his­

'Of)' for lhe purpose of cnhancing ,hd. profes­
slnnal develop,,,c:,,t Use of fund~ for prinung Inis 

publical'on wa. r' l'llfUvcd by lhe IXI>ar'nlCnl uf 
lhe Army on 1 Sepem!>c. L98J Po-Iase paid al 

Wa~l,inglon, D.C . 



Confedcrdle War I)ep;lr1~nl and the r.:~'Cnlly n~rne'" 
u"lIC'ral o fConfedcrJle Anni~~, Roben E, Ue.' 

'Ill<: OIlllying <klac~",c"I', 104"li"g I'J,OOO sol· 
d~n. upfI<>SCd the 63,000 Union IrllOpoI of Generals 
McDowell. Ranks. and J-n!moru, Di=lIy QPPO»ing 

B~nk" "lOv~ !oOUlh "''iI~ Gener.ll Jackson') 6,OOO-man 
Arnl) "flhe Valley,localed al CIII1,-"J', $IOrc (now 

Elklon) in lhe Ca.llem valley Genc,.,,1 Jolln>lo,,', or· 

ders 10 JlK'k"", wern 10 I"evem lhe Un'lII1 forces in 
.he .."Iicy from .e,nfore."! General McCldlan, Ju" 

~.h d lhe Kappahannock a. Fn-d.:ridl>bu." 2,000 
soId ... rs under lhecomml'nd uf Rrig, Gen. <':harlc.< W, 

Field warily walchcd McDowell' ~ corps as!'C mb1e 1111 

.he OJlI>Il~ne side "flhe ""cr On 2 I April "M ",ktili"n~1 
11 ,000 Confedrra.~ ,.oldica "''C'fe mar('hl,,! 10 ~in­

furn Fi.:ld and hi • ......all ,omm:lnd Abo.n h .. "n.y 
miles we~I of Slaunlon, Bri ll, Gen F..dward Joon'lOO 

and his two bri.c~ of 2,8(X} 'nldte~ each we~ 

camped 1111 Shenand""h MOUnlJin gU3rdin~ the p:bSt" 

Ih"'''lIh lhe Allegheny Mounlain, ~gai"", Gene",1 
Fn!llIonl ;u)(j his anny The 1~>1 dcI,."hrncm, eompns. 

ing M~J Gen. Richard S. ewell's d,,''' 'Oft of 8,M, 
w," ,Inl ;oncd along lhe upper Rappah;onnock prOlCCI­

ing lhe w~ a~a belweell Field'. Ion" bck,on'! fo«:es, 
E"''l:II', di,';)ioo wa< lhe ooly Coofeder:lle elerne'" IlOI 

dirttlly fac,ng UnlOtl f~s3nd could .hu'~'~\1 e;lhe. 
JackSQn or FICId a, lhe "o:.:d :truse," 

S<c lli,,!,: Ihe Sta~ and t: ng~ndfrinJ: AI'liun 

Geroel1ll Lee believed Ih~1 wilh the d'~I"'ri l~ of 
numi:>l'rs 'n Vlrgini~JII Confcdc",le fnrceshad lofocus 

on lhe ddf~ of Richmond. Roth he and General 

JohnSIO!l n:~I;lCd Ihallo ~a"e HlChmond. lhe r"'ali~~ 
slrc"glh~ of lhe Confeder.u. and Uni"", '" ",ie~ had 10 
rema,n e lose, Fot' Ihi, 10 OI.:cur, 11\c Co"f~",,,,es euher 

had 10 inltrml" Union ar",y "'inforce ..... nl~ gOlng.o 

McClcll~" 0.- n",-", "'''ry Soulhem said1fT' ~ya.l~bk 10 
defen" Richmond, In mid-April, when 1.,.,.., Innkt<! al 

1he f,,",e~ am)'ed tn VirGi nia, he bel,eyt<! lhere wa, 

an opponun;ly fur Jack'lOO 300 E"'ell 10 hinder lhe 
r'CdcrJI fum:s Iocalc:d nnnhwesl of Richmond , On 21 

April he w.red lhe 1..-0 commander., 10 W!g~<1 lhey 
~lIllCk lhe Un,on forces neal lhem ;n an dfort 10 ~11C"e 

lhe l'",,<mre on Fn:dericbbll' g, " 

1.«', me''''J:c e.ICOIllllgcd Jachon 10 Iwk roo 

opIions ulher ,""n wa,"ng fOf Banh 10 all""k him. 
Jrl)()ll' ~ "'ply 00 lhe I"",my-.hird ","I",t<! a plan .0 

an;rk Bank, flank al euber Ham-'burg or ]IIew 
Markd if Ihe I'«dcrnls cOnlinued lheir advance loward 

S""mlon. Jack."., also ICI let' knuw Ihal ahl>nugh 
he fayored Jnocking , he bclicycd Ihis conllllry '0 

John~on 's lI:uidlono;;o.;." 

General L.cc ... w lhe Confeder.lle SllU31ion around 

Fn:derichbu'g "'!men as ~ Union lroops mas.<ed 
"" Ihe nonh ~,dc of lhe RappI,hannock, On 25 April 
he agam queried E",,,II Hnd lachon if eilher saw 
an OppOrtuni.y 1<, Allack, M~ spe.:i rocaUy. he .,h'" 
Ewdl ,f. when combined w;lh J.,hon or Field, he 

'IIW any possib,lily of "r;kiM! the Unoon forcn 
ulong the RI'pp;<ha,mock, u.e menlioncd 10 Jackw " 

Ihal I*'" fulc .... ~I< were moving more men 10wUrd 
Fredenck5burg: "For Ihi~ l'ul'J'O"C lhey muse "",aken 

OIher poin.s. and oow ,~ lhe Ii ..... 10 conc.:nlnue on 
any lhal "'"y bcupoKd wuh;nwr ",ach.~ He =om, 

n~nded Ihul Jackson ~ons"kr <lri~,ng McDowfll' ~ 

force, around Wnr",nlon if he coo Id "'" all:tck Ba"~ ,, 

Realizing Ih;~.he chan~mg silualioo wwld 1\01 allo ... 

h,m 10 r.elec. ,''''' bc>l OppOrtun"y, Lee wfOle J,."i.:5on: 
") canllOl P"t'1~.id ~I IhIS di~allC't 10 d,=1 opcMion, 
dependinc on c''''Um,''JfKC! unknown 10 me mid rc:­
'l"irinll'hc e~~rc,sc of di""",'ion alMt judgnocll1 as 10 
IIrne and ut'<:u' i"" ," ': 

Although Lee WII> IncontaCI wllh Gc.":,,.lJoh,,~oo 

da,ly hy lelegr:lph.toe did IlOI inform h.", d,h .. ~~$ 
of rne$sa~~s belween 1.=, Jackson. and Ewell l.cc 
eilher felt ;1 "n"cc~sal)' 10 mfOfll1 Jol1ll>lon "r his 
"ffOO1S 10 relieve lhe pn:ssure ()II Fn:dcrickohllrg Of 

f<'llrOO lhal John"on mig~ Iry 10 qua.~h h,s effon, 1II 

ellCouraging Jack~ or Ewell '0 aU;>ck lhe "~"'dl 
f~ oppD)ilc lhem," 

.. ,,\lIng o n th~ Hrak<$ and VI~ldlng tlw Inilialin 

On 21 Apnl , lhe ~rne Iby L.ec urged J>lCkson 10 
Sinh, Gcncr:ll Ranb' UnlOtl col"",,,~ "''C'fe apprOOKh­
ing SIOUnlon, The: Fnk,..~llmop:< had been aveflOiina: 

Ihree miles" day "cainsl Jackson's troops, w~lching 
ltoe", caul;"" sly ~s Illey pull ...... back lO .he ~oUlh and 

uS! Allhoueh 11'01'" p;>Cc was )10 ... , ;1 wa.< Mill .oo (a>l 

fOf SecretaI)' Slallloo Pn."""'y llI)I'n~ J;rbon', n",i" 
fOfCe silling pa"""'Y :11 Conl':ld', SI<.>re wh,1e lhe 

Un 'on anny n~"ched paSI hlmdown ,he w,,"em ~alley 
10wMd, Slnunlon,llle ~rcl~'y of war w,red Banko 10 
con!ralu la.e h,m on lhe ",.",ivoly and caulious viCOf of 
h.~ command,~ while: a. lhe: same lime :o<I.""",;slnng 



hIm Il0l'0 Il' hIS column St"OO far fro", Winc hesler 

On 25 Apnl, when Banks ~poned 11I~ lead deln(nb 

only clSh, mIlts from SI3Umon, SecrelDf)' S",n'"", 
",uppo;:d hl ~ mo,,<, f;lf1her up ,he vaUey and InfCllTl'lC'd 

hIm ,he,,! .. ..." II tuOO cllaoce "" .. wid lose General 
Shield,' d,v"O()rI,n(i;:-I1C'r'Il1 McDo,,'~II'scomm;md on 
,he Rapp3hannod ." 

A"he ''''Ie of S,an,oo' s menage. Bank~' IklvDncc 
g"ard W"s,~",idc SI"'lnll)n, 1 .... ·0 brigaOcs plu. ~nlilcry 
wc~ 31 Harn$Onburg. one hrig""'" WI" bclwccn llar­
ri5Ol1bu~ and Ne .... M3/'kcl. and lhe ",,,,,,i,,,,ler 1)( hh 

, ........ >-> were III New Man.~,. West ofSlaumoo.~ncral 

Fr~mon"~ Ilad hrlglKle u,llIe. Rna: . G.n . R~n II. 
"hlroy .. as slowly forcln! c;.,,,,,ral F.d .. ·wrd Johnson', 
bn, __ back from lhe moumain p;lSSI!.~." Unwillingly, 

.. ""n Slalwun hailed Bank •. he also ~"cmed ... hDI 
Jacl"'" fCllnXl nllJ:!o1. Banb;· In(l"J;mg "lIh FrtlllOlM.lf 

lhey h.:Id ( .. "billed. b""""" and his army .. "WId have: 
!lttn red~ .0 walChing .he UnlOO r,lI'CC~ '"an:1I 
fn:ely up ~nd down.he valle)'. 

SlymH:d by Slam", •. Ra"k, PfI.IIlO""don (he ,wen,,­

ell'l"h and agaIn on 1M .hlrllclh 10 1II0.e 1,;, ~'Ullln1"nd 

al:ili"st lhe C..,nfc<.k:'~.e force< 10.he eas •. He .l1n I<:d 
Ihul Jad~o" had lefll he valley ~"d Iha. he belie .'ed Ihal 
hi, fon:u We~ marchIng loward ',....'Ior .. ville and 

R;":hmond. Ban~5 offeml.o l a~c hl~ am.y and "'Im:h 
,hrough lhe Rluc R,II~ Moo'm~in. by way of tlIM' 
tu",y Uf Madi"",. whkh would force Field '0 relreal 

f'''''' Ib" RWIII .. I"''''II,IC~ H~. hoped .h.s .... oold ~I<;() 
cll3ble lhe ~ral force::« 10 CUI lhe rail h"", beI",,"n 

RIChmond and.he Shenandoah Vall~y." 
Addi"OOiIlty .lhi5Mvance would ha.'Cfon~ Jad. 

"'" .n JlI,1I to:lCllo"'ard Richmond or ri~k belnl! (UI off 
In the ,·alley . c;.,,,,,,,,1 Ban l s g01 hi, "'ply on I May . 

In''ead of ~pprovlIl~ Danks' plan of march • .'i"C''''~ry 
S'~nIOl' dinXlcd hi", ~jmply 10 ;.elld Shlcld~· d,VISIOIl 

10 (jellcral Mc Dowell aoo '0 1',,11 his remai"ing uni" 
batk'O'M ar~a surrounding SIr .. .-.. urg. Ra"h· cOIn· 
"",nd now t·on.i.,<:d of Brig. Gen. AlpM"~ Wl l h~lm' 

d",~,on of II.IXIO $Oldicr~, and hi. cha,!!e W;t$ IlOl 
hml.ed 10 pro1«tlng I"" lower , ... llo;y aoo i" r:l.ilroad." 

AI,hoo,h S.amoo mu>. h3~c believed he W~C01"­

m;( lobolslcr.he Unloo forceSlilOund f .edc.icl.oo rg, 
h" .... 'C,~ion 10 ",move Shields · div,soon from Bank,' 

command pmvt!<t '" he lhe. card,nal tmM" of lhe cam­
p;lIgn. 6o1h 8a"l~ and McDowell hOO reponed ,hal 
J",:hon wa~ movIng OO( of.he ,·alley low",d., Ricll. 

, 

mond. Wnlll .... Confcdct'~.c... II" ..... il would noc appear 

cOSI.effe.:tlve 10 keep 11I.1XIO Fedo..'f1Ilsoldien in lhe 

valley 10 ~ .-em small Coofedcf31" ",id,. WII;tt Shields' 
dtpanun: really did. ho"'c\"cr. wa< 10 lea.·c B .. nb .... i,h 
budy enougll ",,,,nglh 10 f:ICc J:lCkloOO alone, and 

at~In'" JlICk>on and E .. 'CII combined M W<)IJIII be 
hn,·ily OOlnumbered. 

Wi,hin.he Confedennc h",,~. Jacholl hOO watched 
Banks march UP'M v~lley .umpl l c imo Hurriwnbu rc . 
On 26 April, wilen Jach u,,' houghl Banks W.lli abou!1o 

311X k h" ~iuon. M called up Ewdl"s divisioo. 
Jadson wanl.:d I): .... el l"~ lroop~ fn:~h. so he cau.ioned 

Ewell "0' '" ",,'feh hi .... Id,ers '00 h.:I.rd. Ewell re­
ceIved anolher ,ne,,,",,,,, I"" ""'. day. lelling him.o 
conunue hIS nw.:h ,0 Swifl Hun Gap afler hIS 501d,en. 

had ~~ed." J iIC~son nuy al ... iIa,·c been """,idering 

c~«uling an allack 011 D;mh· flan~. a~ ht: hwd e~"ier 
ou,lined.o Lee. 

Durong Ih" ~iod. !.ending. 111O!>a$C from lhe 

V311ey Anny and receIVln!a n:..~pon!oC frum Richmond 
......."ired onc-and-a·llalf '0 IWO day.t , ·r1lc1ll .... ,.,; no 
.eI~graph line ,hn)"gll Swifl Run Gap, $0 cour;"", 

carried lhe mes!>:Iges from Jac~son'~ headlluaner.; 10 
Gordun~villc. and froAllhe", Ihey wen: leicgraphed III 
HichnlOlld. l1lc C<.luric", w:,il~-<I for a ~ply and .Mn 

.ook i. back 10 Conrad·, S'ore. Ofl~n. me$$3ges passed 
onc another In It'd",i'. confus,ng lhe ='I""nl.' ~s 10 
.... hlCh '1ue~lIon ,he 3Mwcr ~naillCd . 

On 28 Apnl j;Jc~son w,red Lee 'iIa. l", had called 
up E .. -dl' ~div;sion. In .he I'3me melSagC. he .ecjUCSj.:d 
~,IXIO ..,lnfora:menl.< '0 join ,'''' IU;M:k on Banks. Lee 
wiml batk 'ha •• he~ were 00 feinf"..".,menlS 10 seoo. 

Atldi'ionally. Lee infonned JiIC~~ nf Hie JlIl:'>Sibilily 
of F.WC'lI's IIe;"t If'IO".rem:d 1Q a nlO11: :!Clive from if 

Jac~son dId 1\01 311:!Ck 5000." 

Li ke SI:,nlon. Lee did not wun •• o leave 100 ""my 
,olllj(f ~ in an inac'i." (healer. Bo.h ,he Nonh and 

Sou.h wc~ loot mg a. reduci"g the number:< of sold lcrs 
in and around ..... valley so lhey mighl p.1nicipllle in .he 

critICal pha'i". of ,he campai,n o;Ic:velopml! In '''''~"''' 
1le1 ... .,."n Frr:dcricl<..bu'E. Richmond. and Wi Illamsbur,. 

Lee·s mesu~ 3ppcars 10 lIa~c caused Jxkson 10 

.... vie ... hIS a","lahle opIi", ... Ii<: fxed much !he same 

dillmma as dod Banb. If Fro!moo~ joined Banks :l1 

S'~llnloo. hc~son s.ood 00 cllancc of ckaring .he 
valley. even .... i.h E .. ·cll', help. If cwclillfl. hi' Valley 
Anny WOllIII "" "", ,,,,,n,,,, ... -<I by ei.her of'M Union 



eolumn~ . On lhe I_my_nmlh Jao: L~ offered l« 
Ihree offen< .. ~ 0fluon~ for hi~ Vallty Army. 

Jac~soo"s rim plan was 10 k~p E"~lIal SWIft Run 
(j~p 10 IIt~alen Sanks" ~3r " 'hilt Jacksoo. t"(lmtHned 
Wllh Cicnrnd Ed,,1lI1l Johnwn", brigaok. ~II;ock~"tl 

Fn!nll.>rll· ~ f.,..,.,. wCSl of Sl~unton . From lllo!re. lllo!y 

would l!lan:h e:.~1. unlle wllh "well'~ dWI~lon. and 
dcfe~lll~n~s. The second option. which he h:Jd earlier 

outlined 10 Lee. wa< to combi"" "';Ih Ewell tt) ,mad 

lhe Fctlcrnl fun :"" located j"" W"'I of New Mnl kct. 
A suc«~.ru l atl oc k. Jackson be ll~vNl. wOUld allow 
him 10 p~ss fo<ward. take New Mar\el. aoo Cui 

Bank) off from hi) tme uf OPCl1lliQrll al Winchc,lcI 
The Ihinl "llernati", was 10 ma",h do,,'n ra." LUI1lY 

loward Fn.>n.t RQYal. cI"QS~ lhe S ..... "1UIOOoo.h River" and 
1 hn.:lOlcn W ,nc~cr. Jacksuo, ."dem:(! the Ii "" opt inn. 
bccau<e it l!la~~ the comb.ned Con(~r:ue str~n,lh 

~~JnM each Union dc1achmcnl ln lum and. unlike lhe 
latlcr OpliQr". did not ..-qllire lhe V.lIey Anlly tu el"Q\, 
either the Slocn~,O<lo<oh R;"er or Ma. .... ,' .. lUl1en MountaIn 

bef~ laurochm"ls a.tlx k.'" 

Cicncr~1 Ewell It..! also ~n n..· .. :eiv;,,& "'''''''''t'''. 
not oll ly f"'" n t ee. bill al"" rrom hC~SQn. field. 
all(! JnhnMon. Uis fruslralion with nOl knowin)!. how 

to ~spond " ." apparent when he win.-d I ..... , ,11' Ih" 
Ihlniet ll 11o~1 "'it ,.,.,m. Important 10 me Iha\ lhe 

",hole line. lrocluding lbe fortes5OUI hofFr~lericksbu'l! 

ICicnell1h Focld "nd Andcrwrt). shoold be under 001<: 

co.:'I<:'"1. IOUlhuria;d IOCO!llh;,.. lhem ~,ain!'l ~ny poIm 

~mtd advI"lIbk". llo;~ doe~ not !o«m the t~~ al 

~111."'" E_II "'ame<l unilyoftommJnd:1w: dodnot 
lI ~e lhe Kp;lr.I!e commaoos lhal were provillin, hIm 
eonnie!;ng guid:on<:e. 

The Ca mpa ign 
Cicncr.l! Jackwn did ",.II wail for ~n w'~wcr bcf,)n! 

m(w;n~ his .mly fru" , Connl(\ 's Slore. Httay;.e of 

Ba" k ~' COnl;nUl."tl ad,ar.c~ toward Siaunl(ln. Jacki\Of\ 
mU<1 have decIded he could no longer w~il (ur 8~nl. 

to COIIIC IQ him. On lhe~flemooo, of 30 Aronl (he Valley 

Army broI<e <"amp and b;:gan rnan:h'ng ItI"-:trd I'on 
Republic A~ il~ lOO\'emern \'~red lowan:ltlw: UnlOO 

posillon~ near Harrisonburg. Ban~~ 1I:P<JfIetl Ill: u­
pl':Cled an attack. bul 111m bckwn turned away and 

began 10 lI\OI~h east OUI of lhe ,·alley . ltam hegan 
fallin,. and the ~m'y I"""~ on (,,,,,, mIles ,n lhe mud . 

Durin.: the night. Ewell' ~ diyislOn 1OOve<l Inlu the arc. 

6 

around Conrad' ~ SI~ and IICddc<I do"·,, '"tbe Valley 

Army'~ old camps lie." 

bc~soo m:e..-ed I reply 10 In, opIion< "...,.. .... S'" 
while on lhe man.-h. Lo:e len lhe SClcclion up 10 Jackson 
and ,imply warned him nnI 10 WI.<o1e his soldlCrs In 

opc"'I1'on~ thai would 001 improve ltoe over.1l1 silu,,­

lion." 
Accoom. wnnen aflcr the hallie ""';II1ain Ihat 

Jackson h"d pl.nned from l10c toeg",",n, lo remforce 
,,,,,,cra l F..d",ard Johnson and 10 51ri ke FrI'mont", lead 

bng:l(le. Jackson' , me''''ge Iu Ewdl '"' J M~y Ilorow_ 
"""Ill on Ihat "«Unlpt,on. however. l loal message 
infOO11.oo Ewell Ihal tlle.r pl~n 10 lum Banks by way of 

New Mar\C1 woold OOI .. on: as long as Federal (""'Co> 

",maincd 'I"M'~ 11"" ... Tho:: "'''I day Ewell Itarrocd Ih31 

J""k"", ..... ' ""''''h''', lO.....ard w~ VieW 10 a .. ist 
Clc~ral Johnson . ,,'100 wu be;", ._".1110.1 luck by 

Cicnerdl Milru{. "'igadc of Fr~nlOO"s army." 
The Valley Army' ~ route was "n.-UIlOOS and IllUs 

g~v" tbe .mpruslon 1M Confrdcmtes we", deso;r1 ing 



the valley.1'lle amty he~ded MJUlh from Conrad' ~ Siore 

Ihrou,h ron Repubh(. erm~ the Bl ut: Rid ge Moun­

lalll" Bt fI.o wn, Gap. and conllnued <OUlh 10 MrchUrTli 
Ri~ nq ... The .... 1M soId,en ~nIcd comrl\311-
deered lram, rhar rook I hem oo-k Inl0 Ihe ,·alle~. and 

rhey amved '" Siaunllln <)1'14 May." 
Jac:hon confirTl'ledon6 May rl..., Banls h;!d h.llied 

hi' move .... nl lOwan:i Sl~umon and ,",'ali pulling !>xl 
10 HalTl~bu(g. He ""w rho, as hlsopponunily I OW;~C 

General Mllroy 's ~dvnnce brigade nnr Ihe hamici 

or M,,[)u" 'cll ... ilhoul having 10 worry aboUI D~nks' 

moving f ... wan' and lrapping him In rhc mountains 
West o f Staunton . Jac:hun orde",d Edward John>un 
and hi~ brigades fOl'Ward rn attack Mi h .... y and folln wed 

",jlh I he remai nderof hi s a.my nn lloe sevenrh . '" 

MllfOy " .. , noltOially surpn<ed .... hen he: d'!I(ov­
ered bck."., ,n SlaunlQ01 8mb h;!d Wired Fn':mool on 
2 ~by, leUmg him he hehcved J.ck<lln was moving 

loward, e irhe' Wayne~boro or Slalllll<)" and Ihal JiKk­

~ mighl nll:",k Milroy. Fn!mom voICed Banh' con· 
ccmsto Mllroy on lhe fou nh. 10m ~hl roy ... ..,..LeJllkal 
Ihal Jack",," would 311xk with R:",h' anny in hiS real . 

If allockcd. oc pbnned to ca ll on Ilrig, Gen . RoIxn C. 
Schenc~ 's brigade localed,l Frdnkhn.:' 

Fint COOI;w:t ~twffn the 1"0 fort'n occurnd on 
the afternoon of7 Ma~. when Mllm~', .nilkry shelled 
Johnson' , lead bflllatl" ~, " ",~.dled 310 "11 Ihe 
Ch","bctsburg-P-~""ersburg turnplle Mil roy pulled 
hi~ f~ ~llO McDo,,'t:11 and" Ired fnt help.'" 

&lw:no:L . • ecclymg .he ""II. marched hIS bngRdo.· 
Hn incredible Ihiny · four nllles ;n , .... "n'y-Ih= hou~. 

"rr;vllll: .1 ~fc[)u"'ell by 1000 hours 00 I h" ~i,h,h. As 
lhe ~mntOflhe two I:c llC",b. & lw:no:k assumed c .... n­

mand. It _s obYIOU. to lhe Union generals . hat an 

all"". wn coming. and It \IO'U Ju. t A' ckar t~IIIw:" 
smotll force could II(JI ""P il: w. r.llhc. than wairillJl f ..... 

r~ Confederates 10 unocl . Schenck gai!lCd lacl ica l 
.urprisc by SInking fiB! . 

TIle OUlCOOllC " 'II. ""'VC. In questIOn ho::"u!oC 0( the 
dlSp;lftty In nUI"""",,;_2.268 Fe<k .. ~II~ to 6,000 

Confedl'rlIle- bullhe Union »ll"ck '<ldisorgam7_ed ,he 
COOf<Xlc"'lCS .hal Sclw:nck 's and M Ilroy' ~ fon:cs ,,-ere 
ahlClnbrc:.ol ~W>ly and mJfChun~mfl"red ~k ._-:Itd 
Frankli n. Allhou gh loc Confeder.lt~ had been on .he 

<kfen~iV(' . the .. C"~IIJ1II ic> ""ere higher---4<J1! "Ctsu~ 
2'\6 for lhe Union, Nc,·entl<'leu. wilh the Fede ra l 

fon:~ 1M rem:al. J""k <On ,,·,red.he Coof~*"'te high 

J 

CUlllnt:,nd Ihal "God blessed "'" "'!liS w;rh victory ." '" 
J3Ckwn' s llOOps pursued lhe w ldicrs of M,I.oy 

and Scllcno:l north 1O'",ard Franklin. wllh the Confed­
erate!; mareh ing I hrough ,,'OOdS set :IbIa>.c: by tho: ~ttNt_ 

ing Federal In .... p~. Jackson !lelll hi.. 10000~r~pher. 

JlXkdiah Hotchkl~<. Dnd ~ lruopof cavalry to scarch r", 
~ way Ih""'gh IIw: .... Ilcghenie~ And 10 block ,he moun­

Ulln .0 .. 1) between Franklin and SUlllnton . He ,,'an.ed 
10 find a mule Ihat wwld allow his anny to Gel behind 
Banks' anny and 10 prevenr BHllts (rom uniling ... ilh 

FremOnl 
JacL~' ~ lroop> were amayed Olll~ F",nkl,n by 

I 0 ~by. & hcncl t . flOC'cd loci. allxk on lheelc"..,n lh. 
bu, i, did not co~, Fedc:",1 fon'CS ~·tmlinued 10 Dlrive. 

arMI by 12 May Ilw:re "e.e I.~,OOO Union sold~ rs ,n 

Frnokhn. almoo>t double .he number '" Jack'lOfl's ~_ 

sle!'"g force. " 
Jackson ~Ivcd ',",'0 ~salu on 11 May ,"., 

ha~I~ llCd his amw' s rerum to the valley. 1lte fim. from 

John"ool Ihrough W. irrnnlCted "'01 10 ",.um 10 the 
"~lIey ~nd allack R~"h if possible . ~ oecond mes­
",!:e. from Ewell. ,nfoon"d him Ihat Shield~ WlOli 

",a .. dli,,!: ",",I to join Gene.al McD • .> ... dl· ~ corp~ ar 
Callell's Slation "' "Ilh"'~ of Mana .. ", •. Trull .fle.­

.......... the Valky Anny betan man::htnJ! back lo"", .. h 
lhe hamlel of~IcDo .... ell. Refore hi~tlepanu"'. JiKk~ 
wrole I!.weilihal l~ hdic.'w B,m~s woold unll~ wilh 

(''''' IC,..~I F~olOf\r rallw:' Ihan wilh ('",neral McOo",dl . 

bu. a.< acoo" in",,,,,y Jackson inMnlClW Ewell to follow 
BankS If the t'cdenl$ did pull back." 

FreOl""t' s adJutan l notified Ihe Wa' Depanm"nt 
On 13 Mn~ Ihal J:lCkson was on hI< .... ay back inlo the 
,·alley . The Valley A,my arrived in McDo"",,1I u" lhe 

fourteenth and conhnUCti I" " .. n::h loward Staumon.-'" 
Mc~nwhik Banks. atleml'tln8 I oc~rry OUI See",­

lary SI.nton·~ order l)f I May, W8$ pulling bHck as 
~lo .... ly as he had moved forward HIS soldiers did not 

IILe wilhd","·mg. Some fel. that bl.'I;ausc of the" re­
duced nun!he«. . hey "'e'" lOClinl! as deroy. I" ln1p 1M 
C onf tOe rale f omo •. f;ellc"" I Win iams wrote hi , ,!au gh­

ler aboul his chagrin ove' "rr~m: hin~ back. like M 
n::trcal;1I1! forn. over the .\.IIIR! groond Ih.lt We had 

d" "Cllihe Rebels ~f(lrt II~ and lhai wilhoul I G"n 
hemg fired or a man killed. ~" 

It 0l'I"'0rs rh:,1 Secre.ary Sianlo" bct;a~ con_ 

""m~ about ~3Y'"8 Bank. u~ well lip lhe 
S .... .,.,.nduah Valky lheday al'l", he InfOlll'lCd Rank, of 



Shields' departu",. He in)uuctcd Shield, 002 May 001 

to join Md".>w~1I u,"il Ban~ s was In JlOMtioo at 

St.,.~burl:. 001 he ga.e no addnional guidance on how 

10 impicmenl hi' in<o!lUCllon •. BanLs and SllIdd, ""en: 
bnlh coofu~ aboul ",1\0 w.tS to pull 00rl r.",.. Wit h 

the Un,on fom:s amyo:d at"", lhe Yalk:y luml'i~c 

from tlan;)OI1bu'g "Olth to Sirasburg. l:h"b ""allied 
Stallion Ihat lou much diSlDoce ""Iween Ihe wllhdraw­

i"t fOfl:eS might 111"1"11 defeal in delall. o.".pilc thi) 
coof\l~IOn. all r'Cder.ll.wld;"~ wen: QUI o(H arri..oobu'l 
and consolidated al New M~r\cl by S May." 

0" 6 May. while hl~ troops ~sted. Ihnls wi"--d 
Secrelary Siamoo 10 a~~ whkh of 11K: Iwo fOlw,. hi, 0' 

Shl<"lds· . ""oold pull t>ack fino! to Slno,I,."g . He ~_ 

ooi..oo noan.wer. bullhe War IXpann1l:'nt did notify 
(;,:o,ntral McDowell to prepare 10 move ICIW;;Ird Rich_ 

mond. Md)owdll ..... n 5\:nIIWO Ictegram~. lhe fim to 
100 WAr tkpanmem. a. king whe~ Shi~ldS w.s. and 

lhe .o;eoond 10 Shields. telling him to ~I' .. ·.:d up hi~ 
=11 . .... gain. lhen: wa. nu .. n~w<:r from the War 

Oo:partmcnt . Rank< WI~ Stamon aga," 00 lhe se-v­
cnlh. informing him h,~ dlVls'on was ",lOlly 10 ,,\O,e. 
Slamon did nOl answer ""y of Ihc~ me. ""ge, bec~ .. ", 
00 hlld gune 10 FOIl Mooroe wllh P~sldenl Lincoln." 

llJc: presidenl and his li«",(31)' of wur had la~en 

persoMl " .... rJ:C 0( lhe onilil"l)' dcpan"oe:<llf around 
Wll~I"'lgIOl' in March . Now. when the two kade~ 
yi"ICd GellCral McClellan on the po:nin.ula. ,hey for­
gO! thO$( depanmcnl). Fur ~i . day~. from 2 10 1\ May. 

Sianlon sem nu ""'""'ges In l'edcral ~omMUOOcrs in 

the Yalley 0.. II May Slanlon pasSo!d 10 Banks and 
M~[)n"'~11 a renmsula rumor Iha, ,he Conr .. ..J..:."I~.,. 
wen: sending a large fom. low~nliloc R~I'I',ahannod 

and Shenandwh R ; "cr~ 10 nnock Wa~hjng,on . This 
mcl'Sljl:e worried Md)<)well. who. believing the en­

emy wa~ rt\as.<;mg in front of him. again w, ... ..:1 Shield.' 

" , Il"OO'Ie hIS divisIon quickly " 
SUnton sent a flurry or _""!!CS on the nin.h. af,er 

he h;.d n:1" ......... 1 tn Wa,hlnglon and ~alized Ihal B:onh 

and Sllidds were in almos, lhe ~"'" IMil ;""., ,n wh,ch 
loe: had lefl them on lhe sa:ond. He orde~ Ban~s 10 

release Shields 10 McDo,,'cll and todraw b;ick his own 

forces to Slno''''''g IInmcdlalely . I" .-c'l'Qn>e t ... 
SwniOfi' S Ick:gram. Fn':tOOn' '" i~ 1 ..... lh" w;lhd",wal 

uf Ba" ks h ..... allowed J:w;k$on (Q cunCelllnil" ag~mll 

him. RD"~~ agrted and poinh:u out Ihat Jack§Oll 00"" 
would tonernlr: .. " Mtaln<l any SMUll force m the Wli. 
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ley. In a ~n~r 11,1 hi' caY~11)' conlln:\OOcr. Bnl! Ce<l. 

JohnCe31)'. who was 0100""m8 D~S'gned 10 Mco..._lI. 
Banks WIIII'IH"lCd ,Ioal lhe go"emllYnl", pulio:y "" R~ 

allu ... ing Iloe: Mgrand ann~ oflhe n:bel'·lo ~apc= and 

lidding aoother ~c;u- tu lhe Won 

By 13 May Banks' no"in column " 'as in St=biJrg 
and Shields' divi~;on wa. ""ar Fronl Ruyal. P'l'paring 

10 boon! Imin' for McDowell's corrs. Wilh Shields 
gOl.,. Banl; bDod less t .... n 9.000 "OO!" in tbe v~l lc:y: of 
Ihel'C 1.000 wen; in Slrasbu'l. another 1.000 we", at 

!'ronl Ruyal . ",Ill ,;<:;;Inen:d dctochlTltnts ... e",~alion<:d 
~lon8 the IIlanum Gap Rail""""." 

l>.Jnng lhe tim" Bnnh' fun:e~ ""en: pulling back to 
Strasburg. Genenll Ewell cununued 10 =-:iYe SUGb"'¥ 
lioos from lu and 'mtruclio" . from Ja.::~§OII . On 8 
May. a~ the prc:swn;moumM on l'rNt:nc~~'C. Lee 
I11forrn:<l Ewcllll~ll he s;,w no ",a~ for hi~ d ..... on 
tu n:main '" far we~t and ~ugJ:C)IOO he mOve n ~"herIQ 

Gordonsville or lu I!", R"I'I~lhannoc~. Ewell wired 
back thaI he ,,'a~ und" t {)fdc~ from btk5Ol'l nut 10 ""'.c 
I"" ... ~Ilcy Utole ... , Ibnks did." 

One of the noe:' !o:il:"" from I:: .. ell Of Jac~.son muSt 
h~vc n:ach~d Gctle,~1 John<o!oo. wl>o now leamr.'tlwhal 
w., going 00 ""Ih hl~.OlIllytng dctach".,nr., . Wir1ng 

l..rt on lhe ~Ighth. Juhmloo con1lliamed Ihal he con­
lrolled only 1h<N: pans of his con'INnd ,leo, ",,,l! 
nca,by. He protested Ihal he did not ha,'c any means of 
=~, "ng tnformatiOfi frum I he Oilier comIN/ldtrs In 
h,~ <kpa"mc~1 wid Ihal Lee had proYided "i", ... ilh 

''''''''' LeeralllCrdl~tngenuously an .... "tUllhal John~.on 
Iwtd not aded .hal tnfotmillion be forwarded 10 101m. 
Joh<lSlon then "",red Lee Illal he w;u either in rommand 

of the f .... ·nunl: den.,",< or he ~hould be ,dicYl-d of 

their rc~l'<Jn,ihil'ly. " 
A~ Ihc histori;on Ooullia. S. Fl"ffman ha, ob­

"' ... ·~d.lhe C ..... ,..,do..,rntc 1e3docrs \lint ",..,rkin!: ~t e ros< 

pu~. Both Joh<l~lon and Lee had., lhe"ull "1\;I1e 
,lbJ" ' '''vc .he dcfcn,.., ufRichmond. bullhe IWO ~n· 
ernl~ ""cre Il)'ing 11,1 use Ihe ~ame ",iIO\Irccs to achic.c 

diffen:nt intcfttll."Ilimc goals. JOh",IO" wanlcdron«n· 
m'li ..... al RIChmond. meeting ma.~ wnh MU!iS. while 
Lee wa. fOCUSing 1,1<1 I>ow to leep lhe Union forc<.:ll al 

Frc-dcncksburg frum unnlng w,th McClella<l. HI< 
l'Iless;tges IQ Ewell and Bng, 0,:" JOM:ph Anderson. 

who in laIC Arrtl had supers<:dcd Field, n command uf 

I he CO" (".jc "ne f orc~ sou I h of Frede rid sburg •• how 
Ihll he had altnU)1 allandoncd lhe ~1",lcgic optlOl"l o f 



Jack5()ll and Ewell c~nI.a'inll agaln~. Ranh and 
now looked at a ITIOf'e wor~abk ~rr.Ingen"'n •. When 
lAclwn lefl , he valky In pursull ofFn!mom. Lee fell 

F. ... dl ... (Mlld be mo..., u""f ul suppa"ing Anderson and 
Fie ld . Ihll s (IemOnslmling Ihal Ihe bond belwetn Lee 

and Jackson w3< no. .<.0 <I fOnS ~< '0 dCler Let: from 
pun.uing hi s own wIUllon.< 10 Ihe dIlemma ("" mg I he 
Conft~ ..... ~ near Fre<kn<;k$bu rg . As Ihe press u«: on 
Fre<k""hburg mounIL"tI. I .... .., u.ged ArKk""", '0 

mount an 311iKk agalnM lhe UnK)n f~"'lI"rhc.;nll 

lhe«:.-
On I) May. ~f.e, ~ Ih,,,,,-,, et'k IJpse in hi scorrc­

spondcoct' wilh Jxhon and F._II . Gcncml John~H'n 
nOlified EWelilnal he h~d recalled 1achon In Ihe 

valley "nd w~nl~d Ihe I " '0 forces 10 unite and 3l1ae ~ 
Han l ~ ifpos-iblc . ln Ihee~en l Banks mO\"dUSIIO 

suppon McDo ... ell. Ewdl ... ~~ ,ns'rucl~d.o leave JiKk­

wn. maTrh casi . and unlle wllh eliherlheC""kde ra'e 
M'my on .he peninsu la or Gentral Ander~n il 

F~r"'hburg." 

II is commonly assu med .1111' I,,;n, 10 20 May 
bdsun planned 10 au",,); Banks .hrough lhe e-~'ten' 

valley. HIS n""-"'ge, Iu Ewell. hu""",.\"( , . indicale OIh­

erwllot'. J""k5OO ~m E",'c ll a one.-'"gc on 17 M3Y. 
Ielling him 10 havc his divi~,oo a. New Market in the 
weSlern valley by lhe I ... ~nly·fj", and 10 . 1")' 10 lind a 
tOone over Mas~nUllen Moo nlMIOO fmm tll",y to 

F..denbur,. Jacbon' 5 1i0i cho"'e " 'as an allac/;. through 
~he ,,~~rem valley. bu. he held .·n .he QPllon of 
atl~kln, D;mh through From Royal. Ewell in lum 

f'''''''arckd John s.on·! men age of lhe Ihon""n.h 10 
JiKl ."",. S"ICC il t,pjJCan:d Ih~1 Shidd_ wa, leavtn)!.lhe 

valley .0 jotn McDo ... e ll ~nd tl",. Ewell was interprel­

ing his tn5lnKlions from Johns'on '0 reqll ,n;; him 10 
nlOln::h ca" ill .hi, ~it"a.ion . J""k5OO could 5U hIS plan 

of un'"ng ... "h I'."ell agomS! Banh l"t)fTlinll'Q n~ughl . 
Jack_ Immrd,attly '" ro.e JoIlnMon • .,.piaiooin& .ha. 

E ... "II". ocpan .. ", ......... Id u~t hiS scheme '0 31tack 
BanL. and Ibal l", ...... ~01II"'uing to purwe IllS plan. 

pending fUrlher ... o rd from Joltn","n ." 
Wt.;:n Jackwn mel wilh Ewell ~I Mounl Solo" ott 

18 M~y. II<: hatl II()I yel '«t'ivcd a «:ply from John~!on . 

I:.wcll w~, i" a dilemma. He " -. s under in5lruc"on~ 
from Joh Mlon to rna",h h i~ d, .i,1I)O .U"'lIf'd Gordons­

VIlle if Danks mo"ed ea.",. yc:t hehe"'" him'IClf Sli ll 
under Jachon'$ command . J;o.cb"" wrole Ewdl a 
kller "Dring Iluu. HS I",,~ lOS hl> was in .he va lky. he 
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«:m;"ned uncler hIS comnund ontI.haI. unl""" ,.,j vi...,.j 

diITe«:nlly. E" 'cll " ";IS to obty Jacl $OO's orders . The 

~OIn"""NI JWUblem .hu. sol"t(j, the ,eOt'rnl~ s.aI do .... n 

ond plAnned lilt- ne .. pha~ . 

The Coolf.-dcr&.c gCn<!r.,l s saw the UnIon army 

split imo four pan~ at .t", " "'''' II"", .he Confeder;lle 
force> " 'e«: concenlr;llmg. ~ n!llInO\l ' . army waS . ,ill at 

FrAnkltn 00 the other 5. o f the A lkglltny Moun.ain,;. 
Mc Do",·tll", command Wh' :II F...,driclsburg. and 
Shields' di vision. «:kased fm m.he valley. waS mov· 

Inl: eaSl '0 join him. Danls and h" one n'''''lOln; 
d" ... ion we n: immediHlely.O lheir from a1 Slrn!bur, 
and From Royal. Agft"". any of lhe..: ..:paJ;lle Froer.lI 

delachments, J",,~5OO and E ... ell t OOl I" engage 16.0C10 
Conf.-dcmle wldiers. Da"~$ wa, Ihe" rnrgel . JackWlt 

direelttl Ewell 10 brit" his dlvi~,oo nonh or N~ ... 
Marlc. In .he wc.Slcm valley by I~ night 0( 21 May." 

The Vallty Army no:M1:hcd on 19 May. pasStng 

IhruuSh Ilamsonoorg and "opping on.he I .... ~micth 

JU'" oJoon o.>f New Mar~" . .... !w:'«: Hng. Gen . RldLard 
Taylor''; Lou isiana BngiOdc, an cienle'" of E"'ell', 

command, jollied II. Jack ...... h"" ordered thi, brillade 
10 join .he V"II~y Army . he«:. Th~ Loul~iani~n~ had 
been (~ ml>ed w.,,;1 o f Ihe SllI:nandooh Ri vc:t" and :O;OUlh 

of Ma5!k1nun~n Moumain. ~vcmlll1ik~ from Ewdl" J 

hcMlqtmne" '" Coorad's St<>«:. J"",h"" 00'" s<:nl 
I:. ... ell anolhe, "'" ...... p'. "M"g.ng hi, orders of the 
I'rcvouu, d~y. Ik mStNCled f. .. ~11'0 mo,,' hi, conlin­
gen. fanhenlp the weM~m "alley and 10t'litabl IYl CIImp 

nonh of MOOn! Joclsno •. " 

Ewell hailed hl ~ march al tll my 011 19 May afler 
rece IVing" IIIlW I~~g .... m ftOm John~lOn .ha •• old hiln 
Ih3' an all"", . ag~inS! an cnlrt!oched Danks wa~ 100 

ris ky and Ihal m~lead ordcn."tl hi , divi ,io.>n '0 nN.We eas. 
while J""bon would Slay mo: .... ,y '0 """'roc R~nh. 

Taylor. "" .... . oo:panoled from E ... ell, did not m:e .. e the 

~t to move..alol . John5loo' ~ ""''*''I:I' "'"3$Oaled 17 
Mly •• he day bcf~ E~II" ~ ~"n, " 'ilh Jacbon. 
SeeIng "ooption bul loollty JoIIn5l00's ~ f._II 

fOf\lo'anled t!>e mC'~l\e .o J....,kSO/I and pn:parcod 10 mo,'c 

caS!. When inFormed oflhe 1"leemon. Jackson again saw 

hi~ allock plan Ih""aned. Th.s lime. ntliK:r lhan again 
apvca linll'O John5l00. he WIred roe"",,,,1 Lee: .• [ am of 
IlheJ <>pi"''''''''''1 an anempc should "" nlade.o ""real 
Bank !>. bulu ndcr ;nS! ruc1 oun5 JUSt lY'Ceoved from (""'n,,,,,1 
JoIln§too 1 do 001 feel ... liblmy.o malc ilIt anxk. I'\u.~ 
hnW,V by telegraph a1 ontt:~' 



La: did nor ~_ c;.,nrrlIl John~oo had ~m 
tWO Il'le!;sa8~!fl Jack~ on IS May. both add~S.tIn8 
Jack«lll' ~ telegram nf the W:"ent~nth and ad,-oe3tlng 
Ihat bck~ auack Hanks If po5sib~. ~ mesS3g~s 

funlltr Ikllned lilt Valley Army' ~ minion tU ~ct'Jl 
&inh fromjuining (;c'Il-Tdl MeDov>ell. One or boIh 
rrll:llsago:> may lui,..., I"'''.cd Ihrough Lee'~ offICe. Jack· 
.<00 receiVed boIh the noghl of the twentieth .... 

Cap!. John Imboden wa~ at the tel(gn'rh slatiorl 
when lhe fi r>! """, .. ge c~mc in . He IIc!oCrib •. '<l till' 
rt~!4Illc in ~u\><."",cc a< follow., "If you Ihinl you can 
beat Hanl t.atlock him. I only int~nded by myonkf5 to 
caution you against a!!¥king fonifw:aliOll~ ."" 

nr... Valley Army "on1inu<:<! II< lnarch down the 
v,lley 00 21 May. JoIlllSlon' 5 ,,;uning againSl attack· 

"'. Omks in en, ,,,oehmen,, and hi , hop" th~t lho: 
Valley Army cou ld k""l' Ban" from ~.nrOKIII' 
Mcl)o~ 1I forced Jackson to reconsidt, hi~ plan •. 
Now, InSlead of nwching from Ilani_burg Ihrough 
New Mar\eI toStl"d$burg as planned. lhe army lurned 
nshl ~I New Market and he:t<kd xrosStht: MUs;J.nutten 
II) l ur.lY. Jxl!oOl1 decilkd 10 move down lhe I.'lOSlcrn 
valley 10 Ftvnt Royal only sfter JoIIn,ton hlld " ·a,ncd 
hil1ll1l~ 10 ""!tCl Ra"k~ in his enlreoclm'l!:nls. Jack!oOl1 
overrode hi s inilialjudgmenl when he allocled Ihrough 
lhe USlern valley. as he unc\c"'lood full wcll lhe r.sh 
invol vcd ill allocl 'ng across a nVfr. but he also knew 
that even ,fhlsallackdid noc ~ . • hi ~ ,11OVO: would 
le.op B:utks .. way from McDmo'dl by <.eV1:rins IhI: 
MQn;m •• ~ Gal' RaillOlld. 

AI I.."""y . lhI: remalnderofE",-e1l"5 Division joill!:d 
lite Valley Army. bnnging it5 st~nglh 10 tnUIl' than 
1(0.000 rotn and 40 ",nnon n.. "~~r<:h comumcd 
nonh.and by . hcaft~mo<'" 0(22 May the Valley Army 
wa ~ J"M tell mitcHClUth of Front Royal . a tolOl" hdd by 

only 1.000 Federal troops:" 
Banks knew th~1 Jackson waS co"'ing: uhhouSh toe 

did noc know when. he bclic~cd he knew whe~. In 
tnc!o!>llG<!!' 10 Stanton. Banh predicted that ladwn 
would come down the valley W<l)l of Ma! ... anullcn 
Mountam. Hanks ~a'iud Ihal sinoo he had pulled hack 
from l'I~w t>bri c. the ""'y wa.. open for Jack50n 10 
con'>Olidale w.lIt "''''cll. and he warned Stanlon lhatthc 
di~"i"i.y;n strength between his force and J!lCkwo·. 
comhlll!:danny onvitedaConfe&:",.eo(fen'l.eagaon~ 
Slr.1sburg.lkfon: the aua, .. k OIl Front Royal he W!'IXe. 
"1 I\:gard 1\ a l ~nain .hal [Jad.<OO I w,1I move nonh 35 

far as New Mallei . a ~illon which commands lhe 
moomain gap and tht: ro.:od~ into the D<cp;u1",cnt of the 
Rappah:utoock. and en;tb~s him a 1,., IU couperatc wilh 
c;.,neral E,,'(II. M Fa, from bein, • oomb((r .,. .... wa.~ 
("""",nlly ponnoycd. Ranko ",alrzed tMt he was in 

lrouble. bu. hecolild not gel Washil1i'on 10 undt:l)I:utd 
h,~ predicament." 

The Valley Army br: ~a" ils fiM! march ht:fore 
battl( on the: early IIlOrl1 inS nf the Iwemy-th,rd with 
F.wd!", divi~ion leading. While ' h~ infantry rnan:hcd, 
Jackro,t"s cavalry struck Bucklun Smion. between 
Ftvnt Royal and St",~buri:. and the ManasS.1s Cap 
Railroad ... 'CSI of Front Royal; t~;S CUI off Ill!: Fron. 
Royal gartlSoo fromthe r~f1Il fon:e. "I Slnrr<,burgand 
Windoester 

Col. Jolm Kenl y. the Fed<'r.l1 comm:mdera' Fron. 
Royal. counted 1.000 ~ir!", of h.~ , ~ Maryland 
Voluruce, InfarNry R(,in.,m (U.S.) 1M h,s @anlsort. 
Upon idenlifying lhelkfenders as Marylande .... Jack· 
son ordered hiS own newly formed I" Ma'yl~nd Infan· 
try (C.S.) to attack . The fighl fin lhe ea'! ~ide of the 
Sl>enandoah wa' ,hnn - hopeless ly OUlnumbered. 
Kenly "' ithdrew his ",gimenl over ttoe bridlle.,=~ing 
the South Fon.: of the Sh(n:oooORh River. A~ Kenly's 
men pulled back, lhey ~I boIh Ihe l'Ionh and South 
Fork bridge:<: on fi~.ltoping to PfC''elil the puNlins 
Confederates from ~ru»in,. TllC lead Confederale 
brig:olk. ho_~cr. l\I~hed .hrough lhe burning ember.; 
~nd began putting OUI the firu. while ..... Confederate 
cavalry. along wi.h Jackson and hi~ ~~fT. conunued tile 

anack. 
Wilen tl>c Fede",II~ began fenning aoothcT 

Ii"" of balilc on the h,1I " 'r$! eM Front Roy~1. Jacl _"", 
ordered Col. Thomas Flourncy'~ cavalry to allxk the 
Union lruop~. There were (oor lirots as many F"""ral 
;nf.ntry as IIIe,e were Confeder~tc cavalry. bul .he 
ma~. and .peed of the ana ... k ~halterc.J the Union line 
and ~sulled in a tOlMI rUlli, TlK: final cllualt y figum for 
Kenly', ... gimclll w8~32 l.II('d. t22woundcd . ~nd 7SO 
eal~utcd. whi'" Confederute caw"llic.~ we~ leu than 
100. Aboul 90 Union IiUIdic", m:ade i. b;Kk 10 B:uth' 
lines al Stfbbufl .... With the ~ap!ure of Runl Royal. 
Banb' (em: had ""runk 10 6.000. ju.t one_th,rd the 
~izt;of Jackson's Valley Army 

l",\lally. Genrnll B~nl i di.4!elteved tile eyewit· 
oeM ~pons on Conf~..Jc"'tc ~",n8Ih . As rnon: """,i. 
von of.he Front Royal gamson maOe;1 bad 10 tht: 
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en,~rochn~m, III Str~,bu'l ~nd told ,he .. \I(lrIC:lo, how­

c~(r, Banb,oncludcd ,hal E .... ..,U "'a' 011 hi' kf, n3n~ 
,,,,<I Jack"."n 10 hi, fronl." 

TI~R: "'a, link IImr fO( B~nl~ In pontlcr hl~ ... " 
mo'e before he "",,uk! be f~ " ' ''h a much larger 
Confedcr;lIc an"y ~I""""II 11111\ and h,s b.:I~ al Win_ 

cll\:."cr. B.nk. r.<l'" ,h~t he had Itlt~'" cm"io. .... , · ,;c~y In 

Su-.,.burll ~nd PQ>>lbly 113.'( Ius enl"e army caplum!: 
re1r'~J' along tllr SIr:"OO'1:-Moorditld Road a,1lI ... :d 
R:fug( ",ith I''''mom, 0( reheat lilt: (ighh:cn mll(s.o 

W,rochcstcf ",uh h,s O~nls c'JlOSC'IIO an utt...:k by 

E .... 'cll. B~IIl\ 4UK'"kly discarded the fl~' opIion, ""'os:­
", tio)! thaI he coul,1 nOi hold Stm<burg agall'<I rhe 
coml",,,,d fon:e of Jxl50n and Ewell Bank".!«ond 

d'o'u ""'~ probably .he !hIfcs! alltmaU~C IQI" hI' 

cOmbal un,I'. hlll., .... 'wld ha~e left h.s "'"Bolllr:nm al 
Slr~..oorg and the "'pplie> at WII.ct.e!.lcr 0f'I'1l lu 
caplu", . IIN~'O ~Ircal 10 W.rocheslc r and noufied 

hi" comnwl(kn. on lhe nlghl oflhe ,,,·cnly·.hmllo 
prepare 10 pull hack I...c" l113n si. h.oor> lalcr, al om. 

" 

a l",eI ,·c·n"Io:· lung lvlumo of Un.on ",a&on, t.,gan ' 0 

ron do .... 'o lhe ,urnpilt ," 
On lhe mormng of 24 Muy Ja<:kwn, un.<ure of 

Banll.' "'I(olions. hegan probll'): lhe Un.on poc<",oo~ 
u,1 of Sirasburg "'''h Gc.1Cr41 Taylor'5 Lou.sllna 
Hngade aOlI Col Turner A~hby·. ca".lry re~.mrnl. 

The Unton main body had cI~3red M iddle!!) .. n when 
lhe Confedl'l':I1e.< IIwlo:conlacl " 'ilh Banl~' ",;or Ellard. 
J""k'-Ol' belle"ed fQf a lin", 111M he had IOlerc~pled 
Han k,' mmn body ,md sen! ~ me.I<"gc 1(> E"'ell Idling 
him not 10 mo~cdUM:r 10 W.roc~er. Whe .. bck<Oll 

k;ao>ed lll3.llle I-cdcrul. ~"):~I:ing him .... ere lhe rear 

gu.rd, he S<:01 a hUrTled nK"~8c 10 E"" ell, ordering h. m 
10 mo_e on Win<hes.er in lhe hope 111<11 t.., mill'" till 

Banh off. TI,. run",n!: baule beI"'~n Taylor', bo· 
gade and.he Umon ",'" guard 00 lhe ~alley ,u"'pik 
con(in ..... 'd (0 Ne .... lo"''' a.1lI beyond before Bunl>' 
column w., able 10 break ,oo.ac. ",nil ,'''' Conft:<kr­

ales. By n.ghlfall, Banks' comrtlOlnd ",a< COfK."Cmr.ned 

on lhe h.ll s soulh of Wi .... ·MMer." 
Gcl\eral Jxlson pushed h.s lroop"> (ow3rd~ W",. 

the..<Icr Ihroogh 1M ni~hl and Ily doybr\:aL 011 15 May 
h~d his ao"y of 15.000 ..... eary w lll.e.s li,e;,,): Go:nerJI 
Ranb' equally (~hau'kd 6.000. "The b;oule t..8an ~~ 
lhe .... " bn;>ke Ihrou~h lhe mOI'll;nl: fos:. 001 il did 001 
develop a, Jock_ "'pe<:I«I . The SInnc:"'lI1i 8og,Kk. 
u.Kkr Rnt. Ocn. Clla.le. Win,Ie •. m:odc lhe ini,,~1 

auxL. dnving Ranb ' mrn from a prominenl hill 011 
lefl nank of lhe Un"", dcfc .. ",,; lhen wi.h I he!o()lJnd of 

tanno" echoi ng Ihrough lhe fog, Gcntr~1 Ewell 
launclled ,t.., b<i,adc. of Hng. Gen. I.;.aac T,imb"-' and 
Col. John Camphcll all"" UnlOO ,cnler. When lh;~ 

an"" k "ailed. Ja.k>o" _"""lhe Loui~ia"a Brigade illlo 
lhe allacL un lhe I't:<krals' far rigt~ nanL. With prc.~ 

sore coming frum Ihl"« sides, lhe Non"",." line rol· 
lapsed. Danks' WI01" brok e ,.way from Ihe 01,,,,,,11,,,): 
Co" fakMe IOfanlry and rXL'd nonh Ihrough Win· 
chesler 10Wilru Maryland. bel_,o." e.hllu"nI men 

coold 001 Leepl""'c, Mnd the Ft:<kral< pulled away r..."n 
,'''' Valley Anny y.n ually "''''11)1'''1'''''. AI W.rocllc~lCr, 
unlike frolll Roy~I , Ja.bon' ~ c", .. lry Wil~ r>OI 3\1;1,1 · 

able " 'Ilcn necdt'd, and the pursun .... '3< an~lOplt:d ooly 

by a fe'" jllt''','ry",.n mounled on anilkry h~~. 

During .he cOOrM! of 25 May 1862. Ib"h ~nd h" 
(OO!>' re.real«l over Ihn1y mile. 10 W.lI,.m,pon. 

MarylHnd " 
On 24 hi.y. ~fler leamlOl of Jocl \Of!' s an3(~ 00 



from Hoya I,!'reslde ne Li nrol" ex I"""SCtI rot""'"' .boul 

J:..ehon 's ramp;lg~ in the v~lIcy .nd worried about Ihe 
Army of lhe PQlorr...,' s i .... lncooo from Washln,IQn_ lie 
~'" lell-gnms 10 G",,,,,,,,l s t-l'I!mont and M .... Do~II, 
pulling into nM)UOn a pl.n 10 ,aplun: tile Valley A""y. 
Lincnln orckrt<l Frtmone 10 elller lht' .. lIcy by way of 
Harrisonbtl'l and anack Jack ........ "The 1<'I<'Ilf'~m 10 
Md)owell caoc:clc:d his """"h Qn Ri .... hmond and tn· 

st~led himlo,;o:oo 2O.000sokJoe:B tntOlhe ShenanOOah 
Valle)' 10 c~plurc JlICk_~n and Ewell. Lincoln wid 
McDowell In II)' co coordin~1f~ hi) ""-",-,,,,,-,nl. wilh 
fl'l!mont. allhoogh he beli.<V<!d ~lcf)o"'''11 hold enou~h 
soldiers 10 defeal Jacksoo by h,m""I(." 

AI I 700 hours on 24 May I 862. lhe day hefon: II", 
bal1le al Winc ho:1.ecr, Gene",1 Jackson h3d won lhe 
Vall<:y ClOmp ... gn. ~I<km Lincoln' s P<'n.'-'p .. on of 
JlIC~_', Ihn:3ttO WashlnJ:tOfl ...... ! ,,,,,h III:u. rother 
Ihan allow McDo""n to cOllli"...., hIS m.:Irch south 
10waroS Rich"IfJIKI aoo the polentially war·ending 
OltU"ie being wa@ed lhere. lhe pre)idcm ,hrccIL"<i 

Ilion w~ mlO the valley to pur.cuc a ~"I>sldlary cam· 
pili'" againse Jack-.. Late'!' 00 the: m~ht of 24 May 
MeDoweil win.~I I>re~ickn1 Lincoln in di~m"y. arguing 
11"" Jack"", wntlld he 80ne by lhe eimc hi s -oldieB 801 
10 the valley . McDo" ... 1I wnd"dcd. ~I ~hall ,alii noIh· 
.n, for Y"" tlleo:, ~oo:;.flall ~ mtIClI for)'OO herr ~ 
Md)owcliioid BnS. Gen. JalTk"s Wad)wonh , the Com· 
ma!lder of lroe Wa)hinglon I:arro~n ; " If the enemy 
anny c~n wccccd ~ re:ldlly In di~ut~ HII 001 
plan, by alann;na u~ fi~ at ~ po,nl. the .. lit ~1IOIhe:r. 
lie willparalyu: a large f~ wieh a ~cl)'sm.1I1~:· 
Sec,elary nf the Trr3\\I1)' Salmon 1'. Cha~, who wa) 
wI,h McDowell'. ~nn)' at f~lmootll. also qlM'»Iioncd 
lhe mo"e, "'&£C.~'"a It would toe: heller for M.f)o",'~11 

toisoLatcJacksoo from RKh mond by capt~flnt(.l\arlot­
''''"ville .... T_n'y .r.~ May elided wllh Jackson and 
hiS lmops n:Slinl! al Winchesl~r. Banks' soldier.c ero,,· 
In, eroe PoIomao.- at Wllham~pon. and Fn.'nlOflt and 
McDowdrs ft:Jrce.~ p.-epannS'o mo", lhe" comm.:lnd~ 

inlO the She:nando.:lh Valley loeonf""'l Jac~~. 

Cl)nc lusion 

The VaIIcY"'''''I',,,sn proved eminenlly ~sful 

.0 lilt C""fe"Cierote cause on both IIIe slr:lte, ..... and 
opcralll)nalle_ds, h ckson 's cll'OflS noI only suc"..,,· 
rully ell8'l8ed all .he Fed"",1 fortH in the "alley b<11 
also d I vened ... b"'~nt ialpolen. ial rr illr I.If"<'I.'fTII'IlI ~ from 

" 

Gene .... 1 McClell;m. Wilen the I" ... canoe: 10 fi~hl'he' 
!>;lIIles around Ricllrnond, lhe Union 511po:riorily ;" 
manpo"",,' WK. IIl'I.OOO to 78,000 (or fOIIShly 4:3). 
r~llIL"T lh.1n lhe 137.000 to 68,000 (or rouShly 2:1) 
dl~p.:omy the ConfcdcnooClo ml811111a'~ faced " 

TIle: camp •• i!!" III lhe val ley ...-~s IlOl a I1lallCro(cwo 
~e l","'.l s fi ghl"'~ one anOlher wilhoul dlf«'uon from 
hl,her COI11I11;'oo . n", followln~ gil""""" uf dec;· 
\I0Il, m;Mk by leaders OUt$I<k the' nllL')' dcc",vely 
",n""",,-'tl the t .... nu Ihat trJ",p",,,'tllhe~. 

I ) Secre1:lry Sianion', n.,,,, <il8e of 25 A prj 1 stopp<:d 
(;"roc:ral Hank< frum occllpyll1' StaUnlon , Had Banks 
cOll1inU<:\llo S,auntoo. Confo:(knMC General Edward 
John'><lll "ould 1\;I"e Il3d to Wilbd,"w from ctoe: moon· 
I~in p;I''''~ or toe: cru~"'--d OCtw",," GellCl'3ls Banks arid 
t-l'I!mom. 

2) Sianloo'~ orders of J and 8 May forted Gcroc:rdl 
Bank> eo,;end Gener:ll Shiekl" d'...s,on tl) (;coclal 
McI)O_II' ~ command. WUhoul lhe diver.cioo of 
Shields. B,,~ k. p,nbahly would h_ v" lind .• ufficicnl 
men to lIandlc t he force, of bc~""" and Ewe ll c0m­

b, .. 
)) A laler me,,,,go: from S",",OI1 ..... l1ed 00 Banks 

10 pull back '<I SnadlU'l!. Had B"nh n:"'~med allhe 
~Irnlcgi<- lo .... n of New M~,kcl . Jochon could not a, 
easily loa,.., untied with Ewdl (Of an atlack 011 Banks. 



4) (kn,,,,.I I.re p«lp(KI'!d on.5 May Ihal Gcntrdl 

E ... ·cll JOIn wllh Gener~b Field ~nd Andr:rMlIl III 
FmkrichOOI');. llad E .... ell ;loI;qu~lUd.J~~.\On ... 'OU1d 

I~ have had enough manpo .... efloamlCk Ilanl~.!.re. 

"'-' ... ·ever. wa~ looking (~3 d,vCl"!llon 10 kffp MclJowel1 
away from Richmund. and he did nol care from 
whence 11 Came. 

5)JohnSion onSlrueled J;w;:hon not 10B".;:,ull B:LIl~~ 

in hi~ enln:nehmenlS al SIr.tSbur,. Had J;w;:k-. con· 
hnliCd up lhe WCSjcm ~~Ik.-y . he mighl ha>'e tlffn 

unah~ IOUIT)' a frornal all3C~ fttJIinSI Banh. In)lcad. 

Jackson delOUred e;m of Ma,,<jlnullen Moonla;n. ac· 

C\!j1I,nt IIIe "'k 1It:ol 11M: &:.rri.on al Fro'" Roy~1 mlghl 
bum lhe bridges over lhe Sl\i!namloah lI.iv~rb..fore lhe 
Vallty Anny c~.<ed. Even hlld he faik-d 10C"""" lhe 

Sh.:nan<k>ah. ho .... ,,~r. Jxkson would ha>e sllCce~~· 

fully accompli>hctJ hi, mi"ion by cuning lhe r:ailroad 
bclWffn Ban~. and McDowell 

6) ~venheless. alllhr "IN"" ... "".rld h",." iwr" 
_ IIad Prts,drm UMOIn 'WI iJJued ,m/nKli,,,,. 

srm/lllJ: MrDo .... dl imo 1M '"<lllr~ Ilftrr Jacluolt. The 
lrue ."gnif"ocancc of lhe ".'rlpai!:n lay in Ihi. divefliion 
of McDo .... eIl'Horp. illlo Ihe v~lIcy arid away frum a 
linkup wilh McClellan OUI~'de Richmond. O n 23 M~y 

lhe Immediale mil ilary 01111"'-'" fQl" 11M: Confeder.or;y 
3ppr.'ared dire. General McCloclian's I .. """, c .... 1d .-n: 

,he eh""'h 'pi",_, of Roch...-.ond. and (;r .... ral Me· 
~lI"s corps was ptUS,n, >iOUlh ftom Fn.'<k •• 

rehOO.g. To prevent the: lwo UnlOl1 annie!' (tom 
und,n" locrlC",1 JoIln!>1011 wa~ pn:paring 10 launeh a 
de.ptr.lle allac~ ac~' Ch,e~ho"',,'y C ... :d 8l:"in>l 
McClellan 's cnm:nched rlghl wlilg. Only lhe 'ea l ;~". 

IIuli thai ~kDo"'~1I had reversc:d his much hailed Ihe 
Co nfedcMe a",,"ult ~,wJ ib ahnu)t ~"nKin defeal." 

(;rneral Bank~' COmmen" "wdt bef"", , he; en· 
,~gctnem al Front Roy~lll\;1t L.lncoln and SI3n1on·~ 

:IChOr" in the; "alley w<:nI far lowards prolonging lhe: 
life oflhe Confederncy ~rc iu"if"ocd. The hi'>lOf)' of ,he 
Umled Slates .... llUld be dram~l,call~ d ifferent had Ihe 
Civil WKr ended in 1862. 

HCllred Commm,d Sgl. M,/). Hube'/ S. HUj·h s~n',,1 III 

mll!:tr. irghl. wu/ II",r:iuUlI,N i'if""'? URilS u<I</m 
~, ... ?o~o"i:.ollooUJI '''''rl/mlN sqlMld It) ." .... v. Wlrilr 
tluillnn/lO 1M Crn/r. ofMdllQ .... lIlJ1orv ill 1995_ 
1'190. III- p""ojdl"d lri$l,H"ia.1 lI11lS1l1ncr ," ,10 .. S«rr:· 
Ill",' of Ihe A""v 's T a.k 1'""./" un £.ol,,,,,i.,,,. ",u/ h .. 

" 

suhuq"'nll~ 'I$.i.,,,, ,hr A''''islI", Pllltri "" 5<''>:1101 

I/lIrll11lfU!n/. Currl!n/I¥" Ph.f) .... """lalr ill ",il1lol)' 
hISIOI)' III Ohio SUllo' Ull /rusi!.,'. hI! btu "un «KlImro 
a eMil diurnnri,.., l'~r / /"l/nK·S/r,p. 
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The conference will be held on 6-8 Juoe 2000 in nlC1ropolilan Wash ingtO<1. D.C. T'rospecl.ve pamcipants 
sllould send lhei r pt'OJIOsed paper lopics 10 by "",il to Dr. Wlllialil Sliver,;, U.S. Army Center of Mililary H, stol")'. 
ATTN: DAMH· FJ>F. 10) Third Avenue. Fon Lesley J. Mc Nair. D.C. 2Q3I\1·S058 or by electronic rNul 10 

''''ewa(lhqda.anTly.mil. Fu nher ;"formalion m:l.y be oIxained by calling Dr. Silvers al 202-685.2729. 

Center of Military Histury News 
CM Il Provides IJllk Ito R" 'ised R~ul alion~ 

'The '"Books and lJocumcnlS" :oitt,ion oflheCenler of M ilillll'y HI~lory 's ,"'eb JIiIIe. hllp: w_.army.milkmh. 

fig. 00 ... provi<ksCOll~nlenl ao:.::fiS 10 the Ihm Army regul:lllons fill' ,,'hich lhe Cenler" ,he ~nl. Two of 

lhest regulal;O<1S. AR 870-5. Milita ry HiS/lJry: R~SIHJIlSibtlilits.l'o/kil'$. ",uI T'roced"res. and A R 870-20. Arm}' 
Mustums. llistarica/ Artifncts. lind Art. appear in revi<;Cd wilions issued earlier Ihis yeRr. AR 220-': /hsig",m'"n. 
Clauijicu/tM. and CllQllle ;n SlvlJU of Units. was issued in 199 L. 

Ctllil Setk.~ Vhlun t ..... rlj 
The U.S. Army Centcr of Military IIi5l0l)' IS ~ckjng voh ,,' lurs inlere51ed in ass;Ming with lhe work of lhe 

C~nl~r. VOlunlet'rs may pamcipalc In the pn.:-paratiOil and orgall'ZlIlion of library and archivll malerials and in 

providm! Il>fOfl'n<ltion 10 lhe publIC. The vol .. nh,er work will be conducted al lhe Ctnler', prima!)' location at 103 

Third A \'tnUt:. ForI McNair. D.C. Neart>y on.posL parking is normally available . Inlcro::51ed mdividuals sllould 
pn;>vidc: a ,'itll. togclher wilh Iheir 00dro::~. and Icicllhone number. 10 Ik Jcff",y Clarke. U.S. Army Cenler of 

Mililary History. 103 Third A veri"". Fon McNair. D.C. 20319-5058. Funher infOfl'n<llion m.1y be obtained frum 
Dr. Clarke &1 202--685·2709. 
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