














e firing, halting and facing about now and then. We relieved a por-
tion of this line, pushing into the woods and covering thelr with-
‘drawal and opening a heavy fire into the woods teyond. Gracious:

what specimens of ghostliness they had left in there!? I must say

I Felt rather higher up among the bullets, being on & horse, than wag

pleasant, - I thought they hummed a trifle thicker up there than

do lower down, and I began to wish that some of them might

and 1let me down - I woulé have sold the horse cheap zt th

A\

animal

D

\\ time I think. He frisked and capered and jumped once or twic

as if shot, once so decidedly that I got off and looked for his
mound, but he was unfortunately whole, sc I reluctantly reriounted.
That perverse beast escaped wholly uninjured.

While our line was flashing fire, came an order to r
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gires I looked back and saw that our small brigade was all alone
I there = on going to the edge of the wood to the rear, there was
: g rebel line on the left with their colors propped against a rock
and their men crouching behind the ridpge and firing on our flanks
SRt A8s thelir line at right angles to ours and near enough
Ghe buttons on their coats; and on the right another line of gre:
advaneing . with their red battle-flag (a very handsome flag tco)

‘,hj gkirmisherg to the front loading and firing rapidly, and apparently

e —— e —

= - unconscious of us in their rear. I will mark it down - the lines

BlowWing the directions of the fire of each and the dotted line the

edge of the woods in which we were, so yvou will see why the rebs on

our right did not see us .

-@e;gyed and it was very difficult to communicate
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it, in the noise and excitement and deafening crash of musketry,

the cries, ®c. &. but at last it was duly known and the line fzced

about and marched back. As we came out those on the right first

Saw us apparently, for they withdrew skirmishers and crouched

gstarted back suddenly, while those from the rocks on the

2 Cross tire very galling - those on the right added their line-fire

alse and we had them all, as well as our legitimate oppone

.
y i

the direct rear. gl

£8 We came out of the woods, we stepped amons

dead,; now, poor fellows, lying with their white faces looking into
shes blue sky - passed a little open hill, then down into a sws I
across and up the great rocky hill.

Here the brass pieces were thundering and blewing pow-
der and smoke and wadding and swift hot breath intc r Taces as we
came up, and a line of infantry was standing silent, which, =
Cieared its front, opened magnificently and down the hill ey went,
and back fell the enemy from the ground which he never retcok again.
But between the dead, and the rocks and the mireyv slough an !
enemy's fire, when we ascended the face of the 11, it wa
broken order and confusion. On the top we halted and formed = ]
and it was after dark and the fighting was over for the day, when we

marched our sadly thinned ranks and took up another pesition.

Thie was along the top and crest of the ¢

,
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hill I spoke of before - the large one in rear
fight ing.

where we had done our

The rebels who had bothered us on the left, still held

their rocky ridge, and indeed held it all next day, no effort being

made to dislodge them - and from this point their sharpshooters

, §BPa¥9d.our gumers on the hill exceedingly.

1'.‘ ..-.I-- A o & e
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But in front of them was our ground and some way into
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the woods in which we had fought was our picket line. So when

Capt . Russell waked me that night and asked me to go down

to see the wounded and pick out our friends if we could,

him. We went down on to the marsh and to the rocky ground bevond

and went about turning over dead soldiers and peering

white Taces by thr bright moonlight, looking for Kena 1 and Roch-

ford of the 11th whom we had heard were killed.

The wounded were in the hands of the ambr

)
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stretcher men who were busy enough. All we found to do for ther
Was to order that a groaning man, who begged very pityfully,k be

taken up and carried off by the ambulance party - thev having made
gome demur about his not belonging to their cor

very well satisfied when we told them not to discriminate for the

future. We could not find Lieuts. Kenaston and Rochford - in
fact we did not look long, it was too sad and horrid a piece of busi-
ness.

On this same morass a 10th Infty. man was looking for

his friend, - he got very near the rebel line on the
two of them approaching, he picked Up a gun, ordered them

throw down their arms and to march in. He bro ught them up the

and turned them over to me, with a soldier's salute; thev

ST B 'i:- ™5
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the 9th Georgia, and I sent them to the rear.

’

|  +‘f ‘ Another sentinel brought in (the same night ) a reb

-

nya_? orfieer, with his horge, and turned him over to me also - a a1 4

and chin-tuft, and long black hair, a

~;m;flcap and butternut brown coat, looking very like a second-rate

per . He came accidentally within hail of the pickets and

:ﬁi,gahimrin. I sent him back to the provost guard.
‘?;:? 3 t day our line was not engaged, tho' the artillery
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was brisk enough and they were expecting a renewal of the attempt to

carry that point, all day.

It raged in the centre and on the extreme left, and

by and by they got very tired of assailing our positions and

n

were brought up were very shaky and fell to pieces at a Tew shelis.

We could see finely from our position \except the nasly smarpshooters

+ =4

whose accuracy of practice was a source of constant annoyance
kept us well crouching among the rocks alil the time) and I am very
sorry that I happened to misg seeing the grand advance made uvpon

T ‘ 1 ~ - -

jeére three lines canme marcning on in splienala st

’
f

right centre w

officers prancing about and skirmishers to the front, steadily ad-

Serrible execution, at last our infantry line receiving the
and giving way at first. lhen soon began however
Ehem =0 well with musketry and case shot combinad that the three reb-
el lines wavered, then broke and ran. I was in time to see t

fie ld S all CO Ve r e(l .,‘:‘ri t i'l ‘;; ‘r‘,"] 1 -‘[/" ‘L] ,le .l } L ™ . ("I:_."-_“ : *,I -1 . .C: .-:; :-:i - -I : Y ._'_.,- .] orr 113
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gingly. and of these our lines and the cavalry were swallowi: reat
numbers .
After this, they advanced again seve)

Nag no uge, for there was no back-bone left, they faltered and fled
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very SO 0 n ’ a.rld fo r ho m. s :\ro U C(I TJ li"] 11 |T\ t l(‘} ) k t‘ l:i ‘\'5- _}L‘;' 1} 1:_

without seeing numbers of them flying, all over the fields.

passed across the whole front and I saw officers collecting them in

our own front and getting them into line and co ]_umn) but our

Tuns

é;

tossed a few large bits of iron at them that sent them scattering

< )

out of sight.

Our spirits rose and we cheered and jeered, and were

(d))

£:¢Eﬁ¥hnﬂt even quenched by the renewed efforts of the plaguy sharpshooter
*':.*"',_-"'é | ’
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who did some damage to our enthusiasts.

But all of this fight vou mav read

& great deal more also, which did not occur.

yisited some 0of our hogpitals, to see our poor chaps. I went to bid
/ . - :
good bye to Capt.Barre - of our regiment, but he wasg unconscious,

and died in half an hour after I saw him. Poor fellow -

(D

So-much = he sang beautifully. He came from Cambridge, lived near

the Rev. John Ware (next house I believe) leaves a wife

U

tWo chlildren. He woke up before he died and sang, "I

Shlta again, just for to-night" - and the warriors and wounded men

about on the grass cried like babies. He had his 1le
shattered and two balls lodged near the spine. Several of

officers have lost legs.

Kenaston and Rochford were found and buried ]
B - — 1 7 1 Y el ’.“r:_, = mn 1 N 1R -] - H - | 4 4 A
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and others. 1 saw Kenaston on the piazza of a house, - a 1laj

. handsome fellow - his eyes open and his expression very st »
General Weed (we knew him, he comm:nded a batterv once i
and was plain Captain) who looked like marble, not like death - the
8llver stars of his shoulder-straps setting his face in a frame -

he was a typical soldier.

Altogether, the hospitals made me ve

Wounded all over the grasg and gardens and orchards of the house

round about, and the rain wetting them to the Skim,

dead, leaning against trees or sprawling anyhow,

= legs and arms and

operat ing tables, - pgreat neglect (from the rreat pres

n

sure of the

Sk ~ numbers to be attended to),

many dying from simple want of attention,

R whil a : . . _
ERpi Y while waiting their turn, - rebels mixed with the numbers also; great

y NOW so palld and sunken
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