


































































































































































































































































































































































































The Island’s Tip Is Reached

On the fourth day of the Makin operation, as preparations for the
withdrawal of the Northern Landing Force began, regimental head-
quarters awoke from a calm night to discover that its wire communi-
cations with the 3d BLT were broken. In ignorance of “Saki Night,”
headquarters prepared a detail to appeal over a loudspeaker to the
group of Japanese believed to be hiding near Tanimaiaki village and
to invite them to surrender. The village lay at the eastern end of the
island highway, on the lagoon shore, and beyond it, like a large “V"
lying on its side, the island came to its easternmost tip and bent
back, northwestward, around an inlet of the lagoon.

The medium tanks returned from bivouac to join the 3d BLT near
the Bight, and their movement had broken the line to regimental
headquarters. The tired battalion formed for the drive ahead to the
tip, and to mop up what remained of the enemy in nearly four miles
of narrowing, zigzagging island. In a light tank, 1st Lt. John T.
Farley, artillery $-2, reconnoitered Tanimaiaki village without seeing
the enemy or receiving a shot. An advance party, Company I, was
sent along the road to the village to comb the region beyond it. As
many as possible clambered on the outsides of the tanks, 5 lights
and 16 mediums, and rode slowly forward, while the rest of the
men trudged along the highway on foot.

Behind them, Company K on the left and Company L on the
right formed a skirmish line across the island and moved out at
0715. Behind them were the men of Company B, 1st BLT, who had
been sent forward as a reserve support. With the left-wing elements
rode a Nisei broadcasting detail in a jeep with 2d Lt. John E. Allen.
USMC, and Lt. Col. S. L. A. Marshall, historical officer. They had
come up to the CP just as the battalion was about to start, and had
found Colonel Hart convinced that a group of active enemy were
ahead of them, and might be encountered at the village. When
they reached the village at 0945, however, no enemy was there, and
only occasional sniper fire had been met. An appeal to surrender
was deemed useless; in the absence of communications, the detail took
a message back to regimental headquarters reporting the night's fight-
ing, the existing situation, and Colonel Hart's belief that support
might be needed later. On its return, after 2 uneventful miles along

121






















































	Makin_00001
	Makin_00002
	Makin_00003
	Makin_00004
	Makin_00005
	Makin_00006
	Makin_00007
	Makin_00008
	Makin_00009
	Makin_00010
	Makin_00011
	Makin_00012
	Makin_00013
	Makin_00014
	Makin_00015
	Makin_00016
	Makin_00017
	Makin_00018
	Makin_00019
	Makin_00020
	Makin_00021
	Makin_00022
	Makin_00023
	Makin_00024
	Makin_00025
	Makin_00026
	Makin_00027
	Makin_00028
	Makin_00029
	Makin_00030
	Makin_00031
	Makin_00032
	Makin_00033
	Makin_00034
	Makin_00035
	Makin_00036
	Makin_00037
	Makin_00038
	Makin_00039
	Makin_00040
	Makin_00041
	Makin_00042
	Makin_00043
	Makin_00044
	Makin_00045
	Makin_00046
	Makin_00047
	Makin_00048
	Makin_00049
	Makin_00050
	Makin_00051
	Makin_00052
	Makin_00053
	Makin_00054
	Makin_00055
	Makin_00056
	Makin_00057
	Makin_00058
	Makin_00059
	Makin_00060
	Makin_00061
	Makin_00062
	Makin_00063
	Makin_00064
	Makin_00065
	Makin_00066
	Makin_00067
	Makin_00068
	Makin_00069
	Makin_00070
	Makin_00071
	Makin_00072
	Makin_00073
	Makin_00074
	Makin_00075
	Makin_00076
	Makin_00077
	Makin_00078
	Makin_00079
	Makin_00080
	Makin_00081
	Makin_00082
	Makin_00083
	Makin_00084
	Makin_00085
	Makin_00086
	Makin_00087
	Makin_00088
	Makin_00089
	Makin_00090
	Makin_00091
	Makin_00092
	Makin_00093
	Makin_00094
	Makin_00095
	Makin_00096
	Makin_00097
	Makin_00098
	Makin_00099
	Makin_00100
	Makin_00101
	Makin_00102
	Makin_00103
	Makin_00104
	Makin_00105
	Makin_00106
	Makin_00107
	Makin_00108
	Makin_00109
	Makin_00110
	Makin_00111
	Makin_00112
	Makin_00113
	Makin_00114
	Makin_00115
	Makin_00116
	Makin_00117
	Makin_00118
	Makin_00119
	Makin_00120
	Makin_00121
	Makin_00122
	Makin_00123
	Makin_00124
	Makin_00125
	Makin_00126
	Makin_00127
	Makin_00128
	Makin_00129
	Makin_00130
	Makin_00131
	Makin_00132
	Makin_00133
	Makin_00134
	Makin_00135
	Makin_00136
	Makin_00137
	Makin_00138
	Makin_00139
	Makin_00140
	Makin_00141
	Makin_00142
	Makin_00143
	Makin_00144
	Makin_00145
	Makin_00146

