



























































Museum in Washington. In each of these cases, such displays
supplement portions of the museums’ story lines. Archaeological
specimens, ranging from fossils and Native American implements
to more contemporary objects, are displayed in museums at Forts
Sill, Monroe, Huachuca, and DeRussy (Hawaii).

Sometimes museum collections are enlarged, consonant with
their prescribed themes, but out of proportion to their total col-
lection. For instance, the U.S. Army Communications-Electronics
Museum at Fort Monmouth, New Jersey, has more than 10,000
vacuum tubes—perhaps the largest number and variety of old
vacuum tubes in the country. The installation was a prominent
research facility for years. When vacuum tubes became obsolete,
the entire research collection was transferred to the museum. In
another example, Fort Monroe’s Casemate Museum has the dubi-
ous distinction of holding the largest bottle collection in the Army.
In 1978, divers searched the wet ditch (moat) that surrounded the
aging fort, looking for unexploded ordnance. Unearthed among
the hundreds of cannonballs and decayed military equipment the
divers found in the muddy bottom was an incredible assortment
of bottles and other domestic objects. Not surprisingly, the finds
tended to confirm what was already known. Beneath casemate win-
dows overlooking the moat, where families had been housed after
the Civil War, divers usually found children’s toys and small bottles
used for medicine or cosmetics, and a few chamber pots too. Where
guards were known to be stationed atop the ramparts of the old
fort, the divers often found ordnance and equipment. And broken
glassware and beverage bottles were found beneath the section of
the fort where the officers’ club was once located.

In spite of some peculiarities among museum collections, visi-
tors often see both the special and the common side by side to
tell a portion of the Army’s history. The large collection of antique
firearms at the Rock Island Arsenal Museum may seem typical
for any military museum, except that some of those firearms were
used by Native Americans at the Battle of the Little Big Horn. The
oversized, scratched, dented, and pock-marked sign for Bastogne at
the Don F. Pratt Memorial Museum hardly conveys the heroism of
the beleaguered 101st Airborne Division during the Battle of the
Bulge in World War II. The thoughtful exhibit at the 1st Infantry
Division Museum in Wuerzburg,
Germany, imparts some sense
of the fragile existence of the
American Doughboy during the
trench warfare of World War 1.
The individual objects are not
unique, but their collective pre-
sentation and what they repre-
sent—such as the firearms at
Rock Island and the sign from




Some of the hundreds of firearms on exhibit at the
Rock Island Arsenal Museum

Bastogne—convey a sense of pride
and wonder for what the U.S. Army
has experienced and achieved.
These are merely examples of arti-
facts that are used to interpret por-
tions of museum themes through a
variety of exhibitions.

Although all of the active Army
museums are free and open to the
public at regular operating hours
(and most of the facilities within the
Reserve Components—the National
Guard and the Army Reserve—are
as well), the primary clientele for
these museums is the military
community. With few exceptions,
over the past half-century Army
museums have actively assisted in

technological research, military training, and education.

Professional development training for military personnel and edu-
cational programs for the general public and school groups dominate
the activities of many Army museums. Some programs may be as
simple as a guided tour through the facility or around its grounds; oth-
ers may embrace the use of curriculum guides, outside reading assign-

Education program at the Fort Bliss Museum

ments, formal instruction either
in the museum or at a remote site,
and living history demonstrations.
Occasionally, these training and
education programs will be supple-
mented with films, guest speakers,
and hands-on activities with repro-
duction items. About 20 percent of
the museums have formal educa-
tional programs that are tailored
around state standards of learning
or country curriculums for public
schools, and almost half of these
museums employ a staff member
whose specific duties are primarily
in support of education. Extensions
of these educational initiatives are
the numerous traveling exhibits
found around neighboring commu-
nities and the gift shops located
within the museums.

Where a military installation
is relatively isolated, distant from
large urban areas, the local Army
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