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Foreword 

O VER the years the study of military h is tory has had its ups 
and downs within the Army.ln Iheeducation or the World War !1 
generation of military leaders it played an important part. for the 
study of pust ope rations held a preeminent place in the Army 
schools' curricula in the period between the two great world 
wars. In the years immediately following World War II. it los 1 
thai place. This happened partly because the information 
explosion broadened so greatly the areas in which an officer had 
to be knowledgeable and partly because of a belief thai the pace 
of change in technology had rendered the study of past 
experience irrelevant. In the Army's higher schools. military 
history became largely a mailer of using examples from the past 
in courses dealing with current problems. 

On his retirement in 1970 as Chief of Military History. Brig. 
Cen. Hal C. Pattison voiced his concern to the Army Chief of 
Staff. General Will iam C. Westmoreland. over "the departure of 
the Army from its traditional reliance upon the experience of 
history." General Pattison suggested that the Army had paid the 
price of this neglect in many of the problems it encountered in the 
late 1960s and urged the restoration of military history to "its 
proper place in the importance of things." In response General 
Westmoreland established an ad hoc committee to "ascer ta in the 
Army need for the study of military history" and to "develop 
recommendations on how any unfulfilled needs can be mel." 
Under the chairmanship of Col. Thomas E. Griess of the U.S. 
Military Academy and composed of representatives of the higher 
Army schools. the Continental Army Command, and the OHice 
of the Chief of Military History. the committee me t over an 
extended period at West Point in 1971. The committee concluded 
that there was indeed a need for study of military history in the 
Army to contribute 10 "broadened perspective. sharpened 
judgment. increased perceptivity, and professional expertise ." It 
included in its recommendations to meet "unfulfilled needs" the 
publication of a "guide to the study and use of military history" 
which would be "issued to all oHicers at the Basic Course and 
others on request." The Chief of Staff approved this recommen· 
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dalion, en trusted the preparation to the then Office of thc Ch ief 
of Military History (now Center of Military History), a nd this 
Guide is the result. 

As recommended by the ad hoc commiUee, the primary 
audience is the young officer just ente ring upon a mililary caree r. 
But the Guide has been shaped for use thraughaullha! career as 
he matures and progresses, not as something to be thrown aside 
after one reading. It should se rve Ihe orficer in the adva nced 
courses, the Comma nd and General Starr College. and the Army 
War College. as well as those in basic co urses. Perhaps more 
important. si nce the time Army schools can allot to military 
history is limited, it can se rve as a most useful tool for self· 
education a t any stage of an office r's caree r. II should a lso be of 
value to ins tru ctors in all Army schools and to noncommissioned 
officers a nd other enlisted personnel with a n interest in the 
military past. Civilian students and instructors in history, and 
indeed all those int eres ted in military arrairs. s hould find mu ch 
of interest a nd value in this volume. In su m, the Guide shoul d 
become an impor tan t tool in the never·ending process of 
educat ion of both Army oHicers a nd civi li an students of history . 
I hope th at it will indeed assis t in restoring milit ary hi s tory to its 
"proper place in the im port ance of things." 

James L. Collins . Jr. 
Brigad ier Genera\, USA 

Chief of Military History 



Preface 

O N 6 June 1944, as thc a lli ed forces began th c invasion of 
Normandy. Ceneral George S. Patton. Jr., wrote to hisson, Ihcn a 
cadet fit the United Slates Military Academy, thai "to be a 
success ful soldier. you m us! k now histo ry," The number of 
similar pronouncements from noted m ilit ary rigures. including 
Napoleon. is almost endless and the basic refrain is the same-to 
und ersta nd th e prese n t and to p repare for the future the siurlyof 
history is vital. This applies most particula rl y to th ose who lead 
men in bailie. As Marshal Foeh wrote. "no study is possible on 
the batt lefield. one does simply what one can in ord er 10 ap pl). 
what onc knows," Des pit e vast cha nges in tct:hnology si nce 
World War II , the combat leader may sli lilea rn much from the 
study of past ballies and ca mpaigns. Weather, terrain. and 
intellige nce of friendly a nd enem y di sposi ti ons, for instance, arc 
as important today as in the days of Alexander. Frederic k the 
Great, and Napoleon; human reactions in combat re main 
relatively cons ta nt. 

Quite beyond v icario us experie nce of the ba ttl efield. th e stuociy 
of milita ry history affords an understanding of the interplay of 
forces thai have s haped the present and p rovides the means of 
v iewing curren t problems agai nst the long perspective of how 
men have handled s im il a r prob lems in th e past. The im mediate 
utility of a knowledge of history is likely to vary with Ihe 
s itualion in w hi ch the indiv id ual soldier finds himse lf. Certainly 
force planners could profil fro m a stud y o f the varyi ng 
approaches of General Pershing and Genera l Marshall in th e two 
world wars toward the size and composition of the Army, 
officers in charge o f trai ning from a rem inder th a i the Amer ican 
soldier's trad iti onal outlook was not conducive to fighling a 
counterinsurgency war in Vietnam, a nd military leaders and 
policy makers alike from an ap precia ti on of the long American 
tradition tJgains l drafting men fo r combat se rvice in anythi ng 
shorl of an all-out national war effo rt. Knowledge of milit a ry 
history cannot produce solutions to all problems. nor can it 
gua ran tee success in a military career. Bu t it can provide a 
foundation for both problem solving and ca reer ach ievement. 
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This Guide 10 Ihe Study and Use of Mililory I-lis lory is 
designed to fos ter an appreci<:Hion of the va lue of militnry hi s tory 
and exp lain its uses and the resources available for its s tudy . It is 
not a work to be read and lightly tossed as ide, but one the career 
soldier should read again or use as a reference a t those times 
during his ca reer when necessity or leisure turns him to the 
contemplation of the military past. 

The Cuide consists of four parts . Part One is general in nature 
and deals with the nature of history as a discipline, military 
hi s tory as a branch of that di scipline. the uses of military 
history . and suggested methods of reading and study. 

Pari Two is a guide to the areas of stud y and the materials 
avai lable for study in each. It consists of seven bibliographical 
essays-one on the great military hi storians and ph ilosophers 
wit h whom all st uden ts of military hi s tory should have some 
acquainta nce. two on world milit ary history , th ree specifically 
on American mi li ta ry history. and a final essay on the mergi ng of 
American and world military hi story since the end of World War 
II. Each of the pe riod essays weaves its bibliographica l informa
tion into the framework of a discussion of the main military 
developmen ts of the era cove red. introducing. where pert inent, 
varyi ng historical interpretations of event s and is sues . Each 
conta ins at the end an alp habeti cal li sting of all works menti 
oned. 

Part Three deals wit h U.S. Army historica l programs and 
act ivities and how the Army uses or has used military history . 
This part informs the reader of the resources available with in the 
Army for s tud y and research in milit ary his tory and some of the 
practical uses of history in staff work. 

Part Four s imila rl y deals, albeit more briefly. with military 
histor y outside the Army-in other elements of the Department 
of Defense. in foreign military establishments. and in the 
academic world. 

Finally two appe ndices provide annotated listings of referenr- ~ 
works and histori cal periodicals of greates t interest and utility 
to the st udent of military history. 

The longest part of the Guide. Part Two, contains the 
bib liog raphical essays. genera ll y modeled on the bibliographical 
pamphlets published by the American His torica l Association 
Center for Teachers. Like them, each individual essay. written 
by a specialist in the field. adopts a somewhat different 
approach. All of them. however. must li st many works within a 
rela tively short space to give the reader some unde rstandi ng of 
the vast va riet y of histori cal literature ava il able. Bibliographic 
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essays seldom make light bedtime reading, and those in the 
Guide are no exception. But the ed itors do believe these essays 
can be read initially with interest and profit for a general 
appreciation of the whole field of military history, and then used 
later as a more detailed reference when the student develops an 
interest in a particular period or subject. Except in the essay on 
the great military historians and philosophers , only works 
written in English or translated in to English ha ve been included. 
And there is re lative ly heavy emphasis on American military 
history as opposed to the broader field of world military history. 
The reason is si mply the belief that books in the nalional 
language and on the national experience will be of greatest 
interest and utility to the American officer. 

As the title indicates , the volume is primarily a guide to the 
study and use of military history and not a guide to research and 
writing. although ce rtainly parts of it should be useful to Ihe 
researcher. 11 is not intended to supplant The Writing of 
American Military History : A Guide, published by the Office of 
the Chief of Military History (OCMH) as a Department of the 
Army pamphlet in 1956, although the student should find the 
bibliographies on American history in this volume mo re 
comprehens ive and up to date. 

The Guide is a cooperative work to which many individuals, 
both in the U.S. Army Center of Mi lit ary His tory and outside. 
have contributed. When the task was first assigned to OCMH in 
1972, the office en li sted the aid of the His tory Department at the 
U.S. Military Academy, personne l of the U.S. Army Military 
Histo ry Research Collection (now the U.S. Army Military 
His tory Institute) al Carlisle Barrack s, Pennsylvania , visiting 
professors of military history at West Point and Carlisle. and 
ot hers. II has been assembled and edited by personnel al the 
center in Washington. For the most part. the editors have let 
au thors approach their subjects as they wished. wilhin certain 
space limitations. The editors and others, however. have made 
ma ny suggestions to I he authors in Ihe course of severnl reviews 
of drafts and in some cases ha ve made changes on their own in 
the interest of a better integrated work. Like all Center of 
Military History publications, the vnrious chapters have been 
ca refu ll y edited. form and references standardized, and duplica
tion eliminated. Essentially, nonetheless, each chapter remains 
the work of its au thor and is intended to sta nd on its own. 

The original co nception for Ihis Guide was largely the work of 
Col. John E. Jessup, Ir .. who served as the OCMH member of the 
1971 Ad Hoc Committee on the Need for Ihe Study of Military 
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History in the Army and was chie f of the OCMI-I His tories 
Oivision when the task of prepa rin g the volume was assigned. 
With some advice and ass ista nce fro m others in OCMH and at 
the Military Academy. Co lonel lessup developed an outli ne, 
made the origina l chapter assignme nts. and assembled most of 
the contribu tions befo re he retired from the milit a ry service in 
October 1974 . For some months th ereafter the Guide languished 
in partial rough draft form until Dr. Robert W. Coak ley. Deputy 
Chief Histo rian of th e center. ass umed responsibility for it in 
Ap ril 1975. Since thai lime Dr. Coak ley has seen the draft 
through Iwo main revisions-one before su bmission to a rev ie w 
panel in Sep tember 1975 and the other after the panel had 
rendered its critique. Both the concep t and the draft underwent 
conside ra ble revision in detail during the two separa te pro
cesses, but the ge nera l scheme of the Guide and much of its 
cont en ts rema in as initially shaped by Colonel Jess up . 

Preparat ion and coordination of this work amo ng it s many 
autho rs has required cons iderable ti me. One consequence has 
been the danger tha t man y sections might become ou tda ted 
before publication. Even though in the later slages the ed itor 
made every effo rt to have authors update th eir respective 
co ntributions. there has been some time lag as a result of de lays 
in receiving va ri ous revisions and time consumed in ed iting and 
printing. New works of considerable s ignificance may have 
ap peared since the bib li ographic essays were originally pre
pared. A more serious consequence is in the cha pters on the 
Army and other Department of Defense mi lil nry hi sto ry 
institutions and programs and those of fore ign governments . 
Although th e ge neral nature of these programs and activ iti es 
usuall y remoins constan t from year to yea r, there a rc freq uent 
changes in detail. Some organizations and practices may have 
changed since the sum mer of 1976 whe n most of the desc ript ions 
underwent final revision. 

The edito rs wish to ex press their grea t appreciation to the 
other contributors to the Guide. some of whom rendered 
ge nerously or their time and effor t without remunera tion, and 
mos t particularly to Col. Thomas E. Griess, Professor and Head 
of the Histo ry Departmen t at th e United States Military 
Academy, who chaired the ad hoc committ ee that gave birth to 
the idea of th e Guide and lat er not only contributed a chapter of 
his own but secu red con tribu tio ns from two oth ers th en nt the 
academy. 

All members of the cent er pane l who reviewed the d raft in 1975 
made va luable suggest ions as have oth ers who read and 
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com mented on the draft from time to time. Dr. Mauri ce Mntloff. 
Chief Historian of the center, although a cont ributo r, se rved as 
chairman of Ihe review pane l; Mr. Joseph R. Friedman , then 
Editor in Chid, also a contributor. served on it. O th er me mbers 
of the pane l from the cen ter were Col. Jil mes F. Ranso ne, 11'., Mr. 
Robert Ross Smith. and Dr. Alfred M. Beck,a nd from the outside 
Mr. Martin Blumenso n, then Vis iting Professo l' of Military 
His tory a ttne Army War College,Capt.lohn R. Miller. Assistant 
Professor of Military Science a t Was hingto n and Lee Uni ve rsity, 
and Dr . Rus se ll F. Weigley of Temple Unive rsity. 

Others who made va luable comments a \ one time or another 
ha ve been Dr. Edward M. Coffman of the University of 
Wisconsin . Dr. Sta nl ey L. Folk. Chief Histo ri an of the Air Force. 
Dr. Frank Freidel of Har va rd Unive rsity, Dr . Peter Paret of 
Stanford Univers ity , Maj . Gen. Rober t C. Hi xon, Chief of Staff of 
the U.S. Army T rainin g and Doctrine Command. and Brig. Ge n. 
Benjamin L. Harriso n. Deput y Commandant of th e U.S. Army 
Command and Ge nera l Sia ff Co ll ege. Mr. James McSherry and 
Ms. Joyce Hardyma n of the Cent er's Editorial Branch performed 
the detailed edi ting necessary to prepare Ihis volume for the 
printer. Mr. Dudley Kruhm of th e T ypography and Design 
Section of the Government Printing Office designed thc book. 
The sins of omission and of commiss ion of wh ich this Guide may 
be guilty. however. must be attributed in the main to the genera l 
ed itors. rat her than to the cont ributors. advisers. or techn ica l 
editors. 

John E. Je ssup . Jr . 
Robert W. Coakley 
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Ch.pler 1 

The Nature 
of History 
M.urice M. lloU 

B EFORE a reader embarks on th e s tud y of military hi sto ry, he 
may well as k ahout the nature of the hi s torical discipline of 
which it is a parI. Wh at is history? Why and how s tud y it ? In the 
swift ly changing wo rld of the 1970s with newspapers, ra dio. and 
televi s ion pou rin g out a cons tan t st ream of info rm ation and 
news tha t competes for his a tt enti on, why should the reader 
conce rn himself abou t the past? Is the past dead? Is it usefu l or 
releva nt to the present? Does it have anything to teach? Is 
histor y more than a co llection of dates and events entombed in a 
dull textbook that taxed the reader's memory in his school days? 
By what standards can he judge the merits of historica l writings 
and the contributions of hi storians? To answer th ese ques tions. 
it is necessary to understand what history is about. what its 
re lations a re with other disciplines, how it is written, what 
purposes and uses it se rves, and how the field in ge neral has 
developed. 

His tory and the Historian 

It has been said that it is easier to write history th an to define 
it. Part of the problem is that hi s tory has meant different things 
at different limes from the ancie nt world to the present and that 
there have been as many varieties of hi s tory as there ha ve been 
schoo ls of scu lpture, painting. or philoso ph y. His torians have 
differed in method, co nt ent, and purpose of their work . Some 
have been primaril y inte rested in telling a s tory , others in 
determ in ing and reco rding facts or re-c reali ng eve nt s as the y 
actually happened . others in interpreti ng their findin gs in some 

Dr Mlllloff [Ph.D .. Harvard). Chid IlislorH.n of Ihe U.S . Arm~' Cc:nler of Military 
~l iS l ory. has laught or leclured al servir.e inslilulions and numeruus civilian 
colleges and univerSities. He wrote S troll·Jlrr. P/onnmjl: for CoIlhlron Warfare. 
1943 -44 (U.S . Army in World War 11 seriesl. is coauthor of Il simi la r volume fur 
194\ - 42. and is general edi lor of Ihe CM I-I publication ,'mencon Mr'r!ury 
Hls!ory . 
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cosmic sy nthes is or thesis. The permutations a nd combinations 
in ap proaches fro m the beg inning of recorded hi s tory have been 
man ifold. The problem of defi nition is also complicated by the 
facl th ai in a sense eve rything has a past. and some would 
th erefo re define histOl"Y (lS every thing Ih<l\ eve r happened . By 
thi s definition history can be extended to incl ude the stud y of 
animate and inanimate objects thai ha ve constituted the 
uni verse from the beginning of lime and have un dergone 
changes-moun tai ns. seas, suns and piClnets. plants and a nim· 
a1s. 

S uch a b roa d ex tension of the ddinition lend s to dilute the 
mea ning of the term. The more com mon uses of the ter m h is tory 
focus on a reco rd of man 's past, th e s tud y of man's past. and 
criticallhinking about tha t pas t. Such usage stresses ma n a nd 
his activities, a conce rn with hi s past, pa rti cu larly the recorded 
past. and the sea rch for the truth about it. Hi s tory thus involves a 
body of recorded materials from I hat past a nd a method, a s pecia l 
manner o f treating those materials. The hi s toria n deals wi th 
cha nges, wi th tim e seque nces. and with ca use and effect 
relations in human events. He uses date s to peg eve nt s in time 
a nd hel p esta blis h such sequences. changes. and relationships. 
The hi sto rian's concern w ith change has sometimes led to the 
critici sm th at he is overly concerned with the "pathology" of the 
human condition-war, revolution . a nd other ca tacl ys mi c 
even ts, rather than it s "ph ysio logy"-periods or phases of little 
change, so-called norm al it y. S t ressing lhal th e s lory of ma n is 
central 10 the multifaceted hi s tori ca l di scipli ne , All a n Nev ins, 
one of the foremost rece nt Ame ri ca n historians. sugges ted a 
usefu l definition for the begi nning read er in hi s introductory 
volume, The GaLeway to Hi s to ry. " His tor y," he s tated. " is any 
in tegrated narrative. description or analysis of past eve nt s or 
fac ts writte n in a sp irit of critical inquiry for the whole tr uth ."! 

While this defin ition em phas izes method and content in the 
modern approach to the field, il is well to caution. as Nevins did, 
that to enjoy a nd und ers tand history in its many va riations onc 
should not be 100 dogmatic in defining it. There have been a lmos t 
as many sc hools of history as great hi sto ria ns, a nd in many cascs 
they have di sagreed with eac h ot her veheme ntl y ove r concep
tions o f the nat ure of the discipline. There are all kin ds o f history 
a nd no reason for the beg inner to cut himself off fro m the rich 
fare that awaits h im as a resu lt of too narrow a defi niti on of the 
field. A diverse galaxy in different lands a nd ages have writte n 
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from different vantage points and have left an indelible impri nt 
o n the field-Herodotus. T hucydides. and Xenophon in the 
ancie nt world. Voltaire and Gibbon in eighteenth-century 
Europe. the German von Ranke. the Brilish Macaulay and 
Carly le. and the Americans Prescott, Mot ley, and Parkman in the 
nineteenth ce ntury. to name but a few. They illustrate the wide 
variety of tastes and fash ions in approach-literary, sc ientifi c, 
popular, patriotic. biographical. philosophical. narrative, and 
descriptive- th at have characterized this discipline over the 
ce ntu ries. They illustrate 100 that history is made by hi sto rian s 
rather th an by th e ac tors in the events-"th e mo vers and the 
shakers" in human experience. Historians select a nd cull the 
records a nd describe. narrate. or interpret the facts in patterns 
and priorities th at see m s ignifica nt to them rather Ihan to the 
contemporar ies o f Ihe events or the actors themselves. While th e 
historian seeks the truth. in human "ffairs truth is relative. 
limited by the available materials and filtered through the 
spectacles with which th e sc holar views hap pen ings of the past. 
What is import a nt to one age wil l seem unimportant to another. 
and many of the seemingly significant happenings of our own 
age will undoubtedly be forgotte n or viewed in different 
perspective by schola rs a hundred years hence. Since hi s torians 
and their histories are insepHrab le. the begin ning re ade r will do 
well to find ou t as muc h as he can about both. 

Just as the historian and his product are intertwined, so 
history has close re lations wHh other disciplines. In method and 
co nt ent it is both a borrower from and a contributor to other 
fields of knowledge. The bes t accounts of the development of th e 
specialized branches of learning. geology, medicine. religion. Ihe 
fine arts. for example, draw on the historian's methods of 
ascertai ning facts and the time framework of even ts es tablis hed 
by the historian. In turn the historian uses the tools <l nd insights 
offered by skilled practitioners in other fields to broaden his 
explorations of society. past and present. 

History has a foot in Ihe camp of th e social stiences as well as 
the humanities. Indeed scho lars <Ire by no means ag reed on 
whether the discipline belongs mo re to the one or the oth er. As a 
branch of the social sciences. history borrows the special 
approaches to human behavior in s uch rela ted fields as 
eco nomics. political science, soc iology. a nthropology, psychol
ogy. law, and sta ti stics. With the aid of psychology. the his
torian is beginning to probe the human psyche more deeply in 
biographical ond even social history. With I he help of anthropol
ogy, he is bellc !' able 10 understand t:lIitural differences Hnd 
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similarities among pre iite rale socie ties. Politi cal science gives 
him a s pec ial app roach to prob lems in the ort of governmen t a nd 
decis ion mak ing; sociology 10 ques tio ns of grou p dynami cs. 
S tatistics pe rmit him to trcat a nd d igest masses of da ta and reach 
ge nerali zations more secure ly based on fac ts-for exam ple, Ihe 
ric h ha rves t of in fo rma t ion glea ned fro m census ta bles a nd 
a na lyses of vo tes in crucia l electi ons. The incrcosed use o f 
statistics in histo rica l work has led 10 Ihe entry of a new tool, the 
compu ter, into th e fie ld. and the mas te ry of the machine and it s 
programm ing has beco me an int erdi scip lina ry effo rt in itse lf. On 
Ihe ot her s ide 9£ Ihe co in, hi s to ry os th e stu dy of tn e past is tne 
o nly laborato ry mos t socia l scien ti sts nave si nce tney ca nnot. 
like phys ica l scie n tis ts. o ft en se t up controll ed ex perim ent s. 
They mus t ga ther th ei r dat a fro m a s tud y of w na t has happened 
in g ive n situa t io ns in Ine pas t. a nd co nseque ntl y th ey must use 
ni story. 

History has long ha d a close re la ti ons hi p with th c hu mani
ties-with s uch fi e ld s as literature and the £inc arts , a rchaeo lo
gy, philosoph y. and lin gui s ti cs. From th e beginning master 
s ty li s ts have co ntribu ted to the developme nt of h istory a s a 
li te rar y art. Virtua ll y a litne g reat hi s tori a ns have bee n masters 
o f nar ra ti on. High s ta nd a rds of lit e ra ry cra ft smans hi p typi£ied 
by s ucn writ e rs a s Ca rl y le and Gibbon in the old world were 
carried on by Pa rkma n. Prescott . a nd Mot ley in the new and 
re ma in a n idea l of the d iscipline to th is da y. 

Whe ther a maste r s ty li s t or not. the his tori a n can d raw on th e 
discove ries of the arc haeolog is ts to en rich h is kn owled ge of 
civi lizations in the old and new worlds in pre recorded times. He 
be nefit s fro m tn e li nguis ts' stud ies o f word usages a nd cha nges 
that s hed lig ht on th e differenti ation of cultu res in vari ous ti mes 
a nd places an d fro m th e w ri ti ngs o n phil osoph y. lit era tu re, a nd 
the fin e a rts tha t illuminote trend s in hu ma n thought an d a rti s tic 
ach ieve ment. T hro ug h s uch aux ili ary mea ns the hi s to ri an 
diversifies and s treng th ens the weapons in hi s arse na l to probe 
th e past o f man kind. 

Hi s to ry has especia ll y s t ro ng bonds with biogra ph y. "A good 
b iography." All a n Nev ins, a n out standing practit ioner of both 
arts, has w rit ten, "m ust vivid ly re-crea te a charac ter: it m ust 
p rese nt a fu JI . care fu l. a nd unbi ased reco rd of hi s acts a nd 
exper iences: a nd it m ust ind iclile th e place of th e hero in 
his tory."z Indeed some write rs have regarded biog raphy as th e 
embodiment a nd distillat ion o f huma n experi ence. the most 
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important form of histo ry. a nd eve n iden li cal with it. Histor y to 
Carlyle was "Ihe essence of innu merable biographies." Emerson 
arg ued there WilS "properly no history. on ly biography." 
Although not all historians would go so far as Ca rl yle and 
Emerson, hi s tory does deal wit h human beings. both as 
ind ividunls and in the aggregate . acting and react in g 10 
imperso na l and perso na l forces. And a first-rale biog raph y wi ll 
orre r not onl y an accurate account of an individual' s life but also 
projecllhallire against Ih e bac kground of hi s limes a nd serve as 
an exce llent introduction 10 that period. Much hi s tory ma y 
therefore be learned in co ngenial fashion by reading ou tsta ndin g 
biog raphies of th ose who have lived in d irrerent ages and 
societies. As the field of b iog raph y ha s broadened to cover 
nonpolitical as well as polili ca l cha ra cters, secondary as well as 
leading figures in all walks of life, and as psyc hol ogical in sig ht s 
increasi ngly have been brought to bear, th e h isto rian's portrayal 
o f the past ha s been e nriched, hum anized, and made concre te. 
The biogra phical approach to histor y, really an old fo rm of the 
discipline, is toda y more popular then ever, and Ihc his toria n and 
th e biographer, two old a llies in the field of leiters, continue to 
walk side by side. In deed , th ey are ofte n o ne a nd th e same. 

The ties of hi story ex tend not only to the socia l scie nces and 
the hum a nities bu t a lso to natural and applied sc iences. In the 
pu rsuit o f Iruth modern historians share with scie nli s ts the 
spirit of cri tical inquiry and u tilize scie ntifi c procedures and 
methods to ga ther reliable dat a . Furthermore, si nce man 's life is 
inter twined with hi s enviro nment. thc historian must take into 
accou nt the impact of geog rap hy, climate, a nd natural resources; 
the inve nti on of labor-saving dev ices: th e revolu ti on in transpor
tation, co mmunicatio n, ag ri culture, ph ys ics, chemistry, a nd 
medical scie nce; and the applicatio n of at omi c e nergy. To 
und ersta nd a nd portray recent American hi s tory , for exa mpl e, 
the hi storia n must be awa re of the effects of the great changes in 
space and time factors wrought by the new technology in 
transportation , communi ca t ions, and weaponry-fast s hips, 
airplanes, com mun icat ion sate llites, and missiles. 

Through th e nineteenth ce ntur y, safe ly ensconced behin d the 
ocea n barri ers that se parated them from Europe a nd As ia, 
Ame ricans co ncentra ted on developin g the bo untiful resources 
o f their continent in relati ve immunit y from trouble s abroad . In 
the s hrun ke n world of th e twentieth cent ury Americans arc no 
longer the beneficiaries- o f the relative iso lation. the "free 
sec u rity," the y enjoyed during most of their nati onal existence. 
Once regarded by Ameri ca ns as Ihe Far Eas t , the Orient has in 
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effect become the Ncar West. As a result. the historian of 
contemporary America has to grapple with thcapporenl conflict 
be tween nationaltradi1ions and present realities accompanying 
the revolution in the sl rategic position of the United Slaies in the 
world since World War II, a revolution large ly a consequence of 
scientific and technological developments. In his never-ending 
senreh for important keys to unlock and understand the past and 
to gain perspective on the present. the historian gathers his allies 
where he may and enlists whatever help he can find from the 
pursuit of truth in olher fields of inquiry . 

How History Is Written 

I-Iow does the historia n go about the task of reconstruc ting the 
past'f What techniques docs he usc to produce his written 
product? Treatises have been written on this subject, but the 
essential sleps may be boiled down to three: gathering the data, 
criticizing or evaluating the data. and presenting the material in 
readable form. Each of these processes entails its own special 
technique and training. but in the hands of experienced 
practitioners they are interrelated activilies . Finding, sifting. 
and presenting the evidence in combination involve the skills of 
a detective. a scie ntist. a judge. and an artist. 

His tory. it has been snid, could not have been born withou t two 
basic elements-a body of more or less re li able materials and a 
critical method to deal with them.3 While the his torian relies 
primarily on documents, his sources also include a variety of 
other materials: physical remains-roads. fortifications. build· 
ings, pottery. weapons. chiselled stones, coins. tapestries. 
pictures. sculptures. and other museum pieces: orally transmil
ted folklore in legends. ballads. and sagas: handwritten papyri 
and parchment manuscripts: printed books and papers; motion 
picl ure films: sound recordings: television and radio broadcasts: 
and compu ter tapes. The accumulation of data on man's past isa 
fascinating story in its own rig ht: it long was a slow process. and 
only in late modern l imes did the materia ls become voluminous 
and the sources more complex, a process associated with the 
growth of large repositories in national archives and libraries. 
and with collections of private papers . To find the data on a given 
subject. the historian uses a variet y of bibliographical compila
tions and archival finding aids and draws on the skills of 
archivists. librarians. and museum special:sts . 

3 ,~,,' I' iS3 
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historical science is used most commonly to refer to Ihe 
principles of criticism thai have been adopted by Ihe historical 
craft. The application of such critical standards is the hearl of 
the sifting process through which the hiSlorian puts his data . 
Simply pul. Ihe principles are really common-sense rules that 
have evolved to lest the validity and reliability of sources. 

The historian's critical exam ina lion is composed of two basic 
procedures: external criticism and internal crilicism. External 
criticism involves those tests that seek to establish the 
authenticity of a particu lar source. It detects forgeries and false 
versions and identifies anony mous documen ts. 11 attem pts to 
establish where, when, how, a nd by whom a document was 
written , for this knowledge is essential to the writing of history . 
This type of criticism is obvious ly one wh ich th e s tudent of 
modern history seldom needs to employ. forgeries and anony
mous papers have been comparatively rare since the end of the 
eigh teenth century, External criti cism is used most often by 
historians of earlier periods who have developed elaborate skills 
to establish the origin of their sources. They can detect 
counter feit s through tests to determine the age of paper or ink . 
But as the average American document is easily identified, 
measures of detection such as comparison with othe r documents 
and textual criticism a re apt to be less essential.~ 

for the writer of history, internal crili cism is an indispensable 
technique. Once a document has been identified. internal 
criticism is used 10 analyze the meaning of statements in the 
document and to determine I heir accuracy. Iruthworlhiness, and 
sincerity . At the risk of oversimplification. external criticism 
may be said to determine the admissibilil y of historical evidence. 
internal criticism its credib ility . The properly skeptical hi sto ri
an can put several questions to his sources in the process of 
internal criticism: Is the writer of a given document a good 
authorily? Was he an eyewitness? If so, ca n his testimony be 
relied on? Is he a trained observer? This necessary qualification 
is demonstrated by the sto ry of the Wall S treet explos ion in 1920. 
Of nine eyewitnesses, eight testified that there were several 
vehicles of various ki nds in the block where the explosion 
occurred, and three of I he eight were sure that a red molor truck 
carried the bomb. But the ninth eyewitness . an Army officer 
trained to keep his poise under fire, stated that the explosion 
took place on a smalJ horse-drawn truck and tha t only one other 
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vehicle, an au tomobile, was in sight. His testimony was 
subsequently proved to be co rrect.' lf t~e eyewitnesses are good 
obse rvers, thei rs is the bes t, in fact the ultimate, testimony, 
Tes timony of one reli able eyewit ness is good , bu t the best 
ev idence is the independent tes timon y of several eyewi tnesses. 
But caut ion is needed here. Two eyewitnesses who tell exac tl y 
the same story have probably checked their s lories and agreed on 
a common version. Honest. independent testimony from several 
eyewit nesses will normall y con tai n several va riations, va ria
tions which tend to indicate that the testimon y is s incere and 
independent. 

To pierce the "fog of war," for example . evidence must be 
ca refull y weighed. It is obv ious that in the tension and confusion 
of ba ttl e the participants do not see, hear. or reco llect with 
absolute cla rit y. Neither do they see from Ihe same posit ion or 
angle. Few men in battle have a clear conception of w hat is going 
on. Censo rship ma y suppress facts . especiall y in news dis
patches and communiques . Milit ary reports submitted to higher 
headquart ers are not always complete. Import a nt facts may not 
be known at the time; errors and failures may be glossed ove r; 
rumors of dubious origin may spread rapidly and even find their 
way into the of£icial reports. 

Was the write r biased? Here. of course. the w riter of any afte r 
ac tio n repo rt or any other account of an organization 's activ iti es 
is automatically suspect. Even if there is no conscious bias or 
deliberate attempt to falsify . a ce rta in amount of unconscious 
bias will mani fest it self in any number of ways-pla yi ng down 
mis takes, exaggera ting successes. or failing to give credit to 
others. Participants reporting on their own activities can nor
mally be expected to exagge rat e. conscious ly or unco nscious ly . 
their own roles. and in dealing with arguments or di spu tes to 
present their own point s of view with more sympath y and 
understanding than those of opponents. Personal me moirs . even 
those based on diaries, are immediatel y doubted, for the 
temp tations to justify oneself. to absolve oneself of blame. to 
claim credit , to get re venge fo r old scores, and to be wise after Ihe 
event are a ll too strong. 

To sum up , sound resea rch is fundamental to good history. 
s ince hi s tory is useless unless it is based on fac t. The major 
problem of hi storica l research is that the historian can ascertain 
many facts only through the highly fa lli ble testimon y of other 
huma n beings. and that much. if not most , of this testimony is 
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conlained in documenls Ihal cannot be taken al face value. He 
musl therefore subjl!cl each slalemenl in such documenls 10 

critical analysis. In the process he applies rules of evidence. 
similar to th ose of fI court of law. that are essen tially a 
combination of skep ti cism and common sense. In this manner he 
rates his evidence in order of trustworthiness. At each step he 
puts questions to his evidence-to help answer the "how." 
"when." "where." and "why:' and to arrive at conclusions. While 
this process may sound tedious and mechanical. ac tuall y it ca ll s 
fo r imagination and boldness ns well as caution and suspicion.7 

With virtually all the material collected and eva luated. the 
historian reaches the climax of his critical examination-the 
careful analysis of the sifted data to determine its meaning and 
signiricance and to determine whilt new knowledge his end 
product will con tri but e. T he meaning of the hi sto ry and its 
contribution constitute its theme. No mailer how arduous the 
research thai went into gathering material. the author discards 
what is not relevant to his subiect. determines which aspects of 
his subject are to be emphasized. and assigns proportionate 
space in his na rrative. With these steps. the processes of research 
have been practically completed. 

The culmination of the historian's work is Iheproduction of an 
accurate and readable account. The historian's efforts will be 
judged by the final product and his use of the three basic 
teehniques re fl ected in it. If the historian in his reseorch shows 
the spirit of the scientist. presenting a synthesis in interesting 
written form reveals him in the role of creative artist. The 
presenlfltion represents a special nrt of its own. 

The historian is of necessity an interpreter. Even ifhe knew all 
the fac ts. he could not present the total. He canno t completely 
reconstrucl the pust. and if he could the result would be 
unintelligible. The chances are that he will never have a ll the 
facts: documents do not normally reveal all. and if he is using 
oral testimony. he is dea ling wi th fallible human memories. He 
therefore selec ts from the Hvuilnble evidence the facts to be 
presen ted. In the pl'Ocess of selec tin g. he interp rets. How does he 
select? Carl Becker. u well -known American historian. apt ly 
observed Ihat the mark of fI good historian is the questions he 
puts to the evidence. Those questions grow out of the individual 
historhlll's expe rience. reading. trnining. intellect. and wisdom. 
He will Ir y to anticipate th e questions of his readers and may 
well also ask what would be useful to the reader as a guide to 
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thought or action about a particular happening . He designs his 
questions to elicit useful answers. and sometimes he will have to 
rephrase or narrow them in accord wilh Ihe evidence avail<lble . 
Basically. in his selection and presentation the histori<ln 
attempts to bring order out of chaos-to show relationships. 
emphasize important developments. and establish a pal tern . 
Since the resultant pic ture can be 100 orderly and artificial-for 
example. a description of action on a battlefield-the reader 
must be aware and beware. 

The reader must be aWl.lre. too . that it is not easy for Ihe 
historian to free himself wholly from bias of one kindor <lno thel'. 
Even Leopold von Ranke. thl'! leading nineteenth-century 
German exponent of presenting history "as it really happened." 
unconsciously wrote from the s tandpoint of a contemporary 
conservative Pruss i<ln. All the histories of George f3ancroft. a 
strong advocate of American democracy and nationalism, are 
said to have voted for Andrew Jackson , DifFicult as it is for Ihe 
historian to be completely impartial, his goal musl still be the 
pursuit of truth. As Homer C. Hocke tt phrased il. "Even though 
he cannot hope 10 tell the whole truth he must strive to tell 
nothing but thc truth." · He must nol prejudge the evidence. and 
his conclusions should follow. not precede. his study of the 
ev idence. 

In presenting his written study. Ihe historian puis it in such a 
form thai Ihe reader can readily see on what evidence he has 
based his statements of fact. full and accurale documentation is 
the stamp of authenticity the scholar places on his work. The 
character of Ihe sources will do much to estab lish Ihe author's 
skill-or lack of it-in the evaluation of evidence and will also 
reveal to what extent the author has made use of sources 
previously available and has exploited sources nol previous ly 
used. The sources utilized arc revealed th rough the mechanics of 
footnoting that accompany statements in the text and in the 
bibliography at the back that groups the sources according to 
type. The reader should easily be able to distinguish bel ween 
what is presented os fact and the lIuthor's own lIssumptions. 
opinions. and conclusions. As we have seen. no historian can 
entirely keep himself out of his history. Nor should he . But the 
pursuit of truth requires clear distinctions among fact, commen
tary, and conclusions. 

In the final analysis. how wide an audience the study will have 
and how effective the study will be depend on the author's skill 
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in Ihe use of language. Ihe perfection of his style. The historian's 
style reinforces his interpretation in a p resentation thai 
develops according to a recognizab le p lan and presents its 
subjec ts-the answe rs to Ihe questions Ihe histo rian has 
raised-in a logical, coherent. and imaginative literary pattern. 
Master stylists of vigorous narrative and vivid descriptive 
power ca n make the reader feel heis present al great events . With 
Francis Parkman, he can acco mp any Braddock's army on its 
fateful marc h; with Sa mu el Eliot Morison. he can participate in a 
grea t nava l engagement in the Pacific in World War II. In 
bringing his judgment. perspective. and li te rary skill to bear on 
his narrative. the historian adds a sense of style in the larger 
sense. a contri bution to history as a crealive ar t. 

The U tility of Histo ry 

With this background in the nature and methodo logy of the 
historical discip line, the reader at this point may well ask what 
is the use of history? What purposes does it ser ve? Wha t can 
hi s tory do for the man of thought or ac ti on? Of what benefit is it 
to the average reader? Perhaps the s implest reaso n for studying 
history is that man can not help being int erested in his past. He is 
surrounded by history and is himself a pari of it. lust as an 
individual d raws upon recoll ect ions of his ow n past, his 
perso nal history. so a na ti on or race uses hi s tory as its co ll ective 
reco ll ectio ns. The best an individ ual can do is to learn to choose 
between good and bad studies of the past in newspape rs and 
novels as well as in more carefully assembled hi storical works. If 
the reader is a t a ll intellectually curious abou t the legacy of the 
pas t. if he seeks knowledge for its own sa ke. hi sto ry as man's 
memo ry can fulfill his ques!. History may also be read for 
entertainment. and the tradition of history as the art of the 
storytell er is old; it is strongly re fl ected in the writing of its 
founding fa th er. Herodo tus . Indeed th e current popularity of the 
his torical novel and biography attests to the co ntin ui ng market 
for in teres tin g s tories ente rt aini ngly presented. Some reade rs 
prefer history for the same reason that o thers choose detective 
stories-they simply enjoy i!. 

But history a lso serves other and more utilitarian purposes . 
The s tu dy of history is a form of vica rious experience. of learning 
from the experience of others. "It prov ides us with the 
opportunit y to pro fit by the stumbles and tumbl es of ou r 
forerunne rs," wrote the British mili tary theo rist and historian . 
Sir Basil Liddell Hart .g To study the pas t in order to understa nd 
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th e present and obta in guidance fo r the fut ure also has a long and 
co ntin uing tradition in historical writin g. With Thucyd ides. 
calJed "the first truly criti cal hi storian. " Clio . the Muse of 
Histo ry. began to change from sto ryteller to instructor. Whereas 
Herodot us wrote hi s History of the Persian Wars in "the hope of 
thereby prese rving from decay the remembrance of what men 
have done." Thucyd ides s tressed history as a form of didactic 
literature. and he wrote hi s History of the PeJoponnesion War for 
those "who desire an exac t knowledge of the past as an aid to the 
interpretation of the future."lo While Herodotus was part icularl y 
inte rested in causes. Thucydides was especially concerned with 
lessons. 

Some cautions are necessa ry to bear in rni nd about hi story in 
its utilitarian role. From what has been said about its nature and 
methodology it is eviden t Ihat hi s tory is not and canno t be an 
exac t science. It is a science only in the sense of being a sea rch for 
the truth . As an effo rt to establish natural laws. science is based 
on two assu mptions: that the phenomena concerned are 
recur rent and identical in each occu rrence. and that the exact 
antecedents of each recurrence can be es tablished and the 
relationship of cause and effect between natural even ts can 
therefore be formulated. Since the chemis t or phys ici st can. by 
controll ed experiment s. produce this recurrence under iden tical 
condit ions. he ca n predict further recurrence. But cause and 
effect in human relationships cannot be exactly established. It is 
not possible to discover all the fa ctors bearing on any event in 
human hi sto ry; docume nts seldom yield complete or precise 
knowledge of them. Nor do the factors ever reappear in exact ly 
the same combination . In ot her words. whil e historians may 
repea t each other. history never completely repeats it se lf. Fo r 
thi s reason the writing of history is essentia ll y an art. Written 
hi story ca nnot offer a perfect reconstructi on of the pas t of 
mankind. No two situations are precise ly alike. and there is 
dange r as well as val ue in hi s torical parallels. When one reli es on 
a histori cal pa rall el without apprecia ting all the variations in 
past and present situations. he does so a t hi s own peril. 
Suspicious as he is of historica l analogies. the historian is apt to 
be wary of drawi ng precise or specific lessons from the past. 

Nevertheless. studying results of the hi sto rian 's art is of 
immense va lue. By pondering the ex peri ence and precedents of 
the past. by s tud yi ng methods that have worked well and those 
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Ihnl have worked b<tdly in known situAtions, wisdom can be 
acquired. Although study of the past emmol produce precise 
directions for the f 01 ure or 11 capllcil y to prophesy, it can broaden 
human unders tanding lind furnish a breadth of a lternatives. Of 
course. even Ihe broadest knowledge of history will not p rovide 
all the answers to thc pl'Ublcms of today and tomorrow, bul 
study of Ihe past is man's best palh to a beller understanding of 
Ihc present and to some surer guide to the future . II is perhaps 
clearest in telling him whal not to do. 

What aboullhe charges thai in this swiftly changing world the 
past is no longer relevant? thai history no longer is important? 
ond why identify with Ihc past at all? Why not start afresh and 
look ahead to some brave new world heed of the baggage of the 
past? Perhaps the best answe r is that to cha nge human offairs 
one mus t first understand th eir presen t sta te and how they 
reached this poin!. We connot constructive ly move forward 
unless we know where we have been. Without the past, in other 
words, there is no standard to judge one's contribution to the 
present and the future . 

Oevotees of history continue to stress its general value as part 
of the broad cultural background of a cultivated mind. the mark 
of an educated man, an asset in communication among 
professions. But the render must also be aware tha t history has 
at times ben t to se rve special utili tarian pu rposes and in terests 
and at t imes been perve rt ed to p ropaganda. History may be 
taught or written to inspire patriotism, a love of coun try, and 
respect for its heroes. It may also be p resented in such a way as to 
inspire hatred of other lands and peoples. 1\ may be used or 
abused-as in Germany under Hiller and Italy under Mussoli
ni-to win support fora political regime. II has been employed to 
glorify a particular race, religion , economic system, or creed. In 
Communist countries, where an official meaning is put on the 
past. it has been enlisted to promote the belief that their peoples 
are riding the steamroller of history. But these are examples of 
the his tory of special pleading. 

The way peop le look at history imme nse ly affects their whole 
idea system and often determines it. And sometimcs judgments 
are made in ignorance. For instance, students may regard the 
great American entrepreneurs of the last half of the nineteenth 
century-Vanderbilt. Carnegie, and others-as vastly talented 
men who brought the benefits of the industrial revolution to the 
people or as "robbcr barons" who seized industrial empires for 
their own advantage. Either judg ment can influence their view of 
present-day capitalism. 
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History in it s many capacities and at its best remains useful 
And valuable in diverse ways. Every generation looks to the past 
for inspiration, wisdom, knowledge, antecedents and prece
dents, and a source of ideas in meeting it s own problems. In its 
ca pacity as a tool of research, history has been used not only by 
historians to study the record of man's past but also by other 
disciplines as an aid in their research, by political scientists and 
psychologists for example. As a laboratory of experience, 
history represents a broad foundation which can be drawn upon 
not only by other social sciences but also for individual 
education and training in thc practice of an art or profession. as 
in the case of the military for whom vicarious experience is 
important. The study of hist ory develops a sense of pers pecti ve. 
of the continuities and discontinuities. nnd of time in human 
arrairs. A. L. Rowse has put it well: "Not to ha ve a sense of time is 
like having no ear or sense of beauty-it is to be bereft of a 
facu lty ."l1 

To those who cultiva te it. history offers pleasures as well as a 
broadening of intellectual horizons. an apprec ia tion of other 
peoples' cultures as well as one's own. Much can be learned from 
defeats and mistakes in national history-as much, if not more, 
as from successes. The phenomenon of cultural lag. of continuing 
established ways long after the rcasons for doing so have 
vanished, has appeared again and again in history-often 
leading to defeat in war. We ignore our past and other peoples' 
past at our peril. 

Changing Fashions in 
Historical Interpretation 

Underlying the historian's never-ending quest to unde rsta nd 
and explain the past. to make it more relevant and useful. is the 
question of interpretation. The search over the centuries for the 
key to unlock the past, to discover the most penetrating 
syntheses and meanings in the human sto ry, has given ri se to a 
number of diverse and often conflicting theories of historical 
interpretation. To understand that story historians have viewed 
the past through different spectacles-through different ap
proaches to the se lection nnd emphas is among facts and the 
causes of change . While they agree on the general importance of 
history. they ha ve disagreed and continue to disagree on which 
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app roach is th e most usefu l and valua bl e. Sinee eac h historian 
cannot entirely escape the influences of the period in which he 
lives, even if he wished to do so, the chang ing fashions in theory 
usually reflect Ihc needs a nd val ues of th cage in which th ey were 
produced. 

Volumes have been written on philosophies a nd th eo ries of 
h is tory. Some ages have s tressed theological interpretations. 
In deed, history as the gradua l u nfolding of a divine pion has had 
a st rong influen ce nol only in the a ncient a nd mcdievtl l worlds 
but in colonia l America as well. where th e early historians saw 
d ivine providence a t work in th e happeni ngs in the "New 
Ca naan," The En li ghtenment of the ei ghteenth cen tury. usually 
identified as the beginning of modern h istory. introduced new 
ap proaches. Free ing history from theology. the Enlightenment 
encouraged th e pursuit of knowledge for its own sake a nd 
nou ri shed th e critical spi rit in the use of historica l sou rces. 

Building on s uch bases. moder n his torica l theory emerged in 
the ninetee nth cen tu ry in a nu mberofd islinct forms. O ne may be 
termed the "grea t hero" theory-that the most fruit fu l a p proach 
to hi s tory is through studying th e lives of the g reat men o f the 
past. But the question whether men ma ke history or history 
mak es men ha s long been di sput ed. a nd before th e ce nt u ry was 
over the "great hero" theory was seriously challenged. Some 
sc holars believe lhat the "movers and shakers ." for exa mple 
s tatesmen and genern ls. a re si mpl y prod ucts of their time s and 
that their ac ti vities are conditioned by the times. Ot hers would 
argue that grea t men ca n influence their ti mes wit hin limits a nd 
that the h uman story is one of int eraclion between the leaders 
and Iheir times. They would hold Iha l leade rs arc sometimes 
co mpell ed 10 act the way they do as a result of soc ial and 
economic factors. but at times they can influence and the reby 
affect the course of histo ry ond th ai both a pproaches arc 
vn luab le. 

The search in the nineteenth ce ntu ry for Ihe key principles of 
historical change led one influen t ial Germa n philosophe r to 
stress the importance of ideas. ano th er o f economics. To Georg 
W.F. Hegel each era was dominated by a specific idea. and the 
human st ru gg le in eac h epoc h constitu ted a contes t between tne 
idea and its counte raction. The imporlance of the idea. 
emphasized by the Hege li an sc hool. came to dominate Arnel"iciln 
hi s toriog raphy in the latter part of the nineteenth century, and 
the interpretations of history resting on divine in terve ntion and 
the grea t hero took second p lace. Undel" suc h influence the id eas 
of freedom. democracy .• lOd the Union are advanced as th e 
touchstones of American progress. 
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But to Karl Marx, the Ge rman exponent of a materialistic 

interpretation, who bent Hegel's system to his own purposes, the 
path to understHnding IIny historical era was the study of its 
methods of producing and exchanging goods and of the struggle 
between ruling and oppressed classes. Marx, it has been pointed 
out, invented neither the economic nor the class interpretation of 
history but he infused the theory with system and a crusading 
spirit. The Marxian stress on the inevitability of the historical 
process-the class struggle, the triumph of the proletariat, and 
the eventuul emergence of a Utopian state-in which Communist 
doctrine is rooted has led modern Communists to regard history 
as the center of all the sciences. 

In contrast to the Marxian interpretation, the approach to 
hislory in the West has remained pluralistic and essentially 
open·ended. While few American historians adopted a doctri· 
naire Marxian approach, scholars were influenced 10 pay more 
attentioon to economic fa cto rs. Charles A. Beard, author of An 
Economic Interpretation of the Constitution (1913), led a host of 
American historians who focused on economic interest as a 
central force in shaping political and social change, and many 
publications have appeared that interpret various phases of 
American history from an economic standpoint. 

Less influential on American historiography to dale have been 
the European theorists, such as Arnold J. Toynbee and Oswald 
Spengler in the twentieth century , who from time to time have 
attempted to explain the rise and fall of civilizations. More 
Iypical and influential have been the interpretations by 
American scholars based on speci fi c principles or theses 
applicable to American drcumstances. Two or the most notable 
have been Frederick Jackson Turner's thesis and Alfred 
Thayer Mahan's doctrine of sea power. In his provocative essay, 
"The Significance of the Frontier in American History ," 
presented in 1893, Turner put forth his concept that the 
westward movement gave American democracy its distinctive 
characteristics and that the disappearance of the area of free 
land by 1890 In/H'ked the close of an era in American history . 
While Turner stressed domestic factors to explain American 
development, Admiral Mahan in his The Influence a! Sea Power 
upon History, 1660-1783 (1890) and The Influence of Sea Power 
upon the French /levoJution and Empire, 1793 - 1812 (1892) put 
forth his thesis of the role of sea power in determining the 
destiny of model'n nations. Drawing lessons.fram his stud ies of 
naval history, the apostle of sea power called upon the United 
States to "'ook outward" and fulfill its mission as a rising world 
power. As ncw intcrests ,wei findings on the American scene 
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have appeared. the search for special theses or integrating 
principles on other fmnts has continued in American historiog
raphy. 

Two schools revolving around oppos it e views of ob jecti vi! yin 
historical wriling deserve special notice. One. the school of 
"sc ientific history" that took Ranke as ils hero. argued that 
objectivity was an atta inable ideal. The accumulation of fuels 
systemalically and objectively sel forth in monographs. siudies 
on particular subjects, would provide the ultimate reality . The 
historian should therefore concentrate on collecting and verify
ing the facts . When properly arranged. the facts would in effect 
inlerprt! \ themselves . Using Ranke's gu ideli ne of tel ling the s tory 
as it really happened , history purported to be scientific and 
shared the heady state of science in the last quarter of the 
nineteen th cen tu ry, The esta bli shme nt of the first semi nars in 
American universities for training American historians in 
s tri cter canons of his! orical schola rshi p arose out of th is Ger man 
influence , But this school came under increasi ng £ire in the ea rl y 
twentieth century in Europe and the United States,ln the United 
S tates the a ttac k was led by the proponents of the "New 
History ," who argued that the historian neither cou ld nor should 
be objective nnd thllt hi s tory shnuld se rve curre nt interes ts of 
soc iety and be in accord with the historian's own va lues, The 
leading exponent of this approach, lames I'hlrvey Robinson. 
incorpornted his views in The New History (1912J. A co llflbora 
tor with Charles Beard in producing pioneering, broad-ranging 
texiS in European history covering economic:, cultu ra l. and 
political affa irs. he was influential in persuading teachers of 
history to give more attention to contemporary problems. Thus. 
the "New History" schoo l opened the door for history and 
historians 10 serve cur rent political ends. 

Reinforcement of the attack on "scientific" history came from 
the doc:trine of "h is torical relativism" which s ha red some 
clements in common with the "New History ," Carl L. Becker, a 
contemporary and friend of leading historians of the "New 
School" but less convinced than they of the utility of his lory asa 
direct instrument of social change. set forth the case for 
"historical re lativism" in his presidential address. " Eve ryman 
His Own Historian ," before the American Historical Association 
in December 1931 . Sensitive 10 th e limits of historical knowl
edge, he argued that histo ri ca l facts canno t speak for Ihe.msclves: 
that the historian must selec t and interpret facts. and that the 
pri nciples he employs in th e process reflect the vulues ;a nd 
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in terests of his own society. "If the essense of histor y is the 
memory of things said find done." he contended. " then it is 
obvious tha t every norm;:11 person. Mr. Everyman. knows some 
history." As Becker portrayed it. th e reme mbered past is 
essentiall y living hi s tory. "Being neither omniscient nor omni· 
present. " he went on. "the historian is not the same person 
always and everywhere: and for him. as for Mr. Everyma n. the 
form and significance of remembered events. like the extension 
and ve locity of physical objects . will vary wit h the time and 
place of the observer."ll 

Like Becker. most American historians today would not 
subscribe to the idea that history should be deliberate ly enlisted 
as an instrument of social change. Certain ly historia ns d isag ree 
on the direction social change shou ld take and even the "New 
History"leaders did not act consistently in prac tice on the bas is 
of this principle. Mos t historians today accept the idea tha t a 
balance must be slruck between history as a ca refully re· 
searched body of facts and history as an exerc ise in int erpre to· 
tion. They wou ld agree that interpretation is necessary and 
inevi table bu t thal object ivily . even if not complete ly a tt ai nab le. 
must remain the goal. They tend to avoid dogmatic theories but 
to look for insights and hypotheses from whatever quarter to 
shed li gh t on the fac ts they ga ther. Suspicious of neal and easy 
ge neralizations or expla nati ons res ting on a si ngle cause. they 
subscribe to multip le causa ti on. a pluralistic approac h. to 
in terp ret the great cha nges in man's past. 

On the basis of past changes in historical fashions. the ri se and 
fall of successive theories of in terpreta ti on. we may be cer tain 
that history in the twe nly·fjrst centur y wi ll be wrillen 
differently from the way it is done today . The changing fas hions 
have come nol only in response to new resea rch and findings and 
new weapons in the historian's a rsenal but also to new needs . 
Each ge neration rewrites his tory in terms of it s prob lems. 
interests. and ta s tes. II holds up a new mi rror to the past it 
cannot complete ly reco ve r or. to change the figure. refocuses its 
lens. The discip line has res ponded to every grea t cu rren t of ideas 
in the Wes tern world since il s emergence in modern dress in Ihe 
eighteent h cen tury- to science. evo lu tion. democracy. national · 
ism. socio logy. psychology. and so forth. The conten ts. liS we ll as 
the techniques and interpretations . of history reflect the 
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changing influences from generation to generation. Modern 
history began with a foc us large ly on politics and WilL with 
kings and their co nques ts. In rccent years there has been more 
and more in terest in economic, socia l. and cu ltural matters. New 
fields of in terest have arisen a nd the older fields have been 
broadened and enriched. T he varieties of history a re greA ter th an 
ever. Political history, religious history. mil itary history. and 
biographical history exis t side by side wit h socia l history. 
intellectual history {sometimes called the history o f ideas or 
cultural historYI. and economic history nod its more s pecialized 
fo rm s, labor nnd busi ness history. There is morc in teres t th an 
ever in contemporary history. the sludy of the recent past. in 
com parat ive hi s tOl·Y. et hni c history. and urban history. With 
their conneclions with other social sciences stro nger than ever. 
the practitioners are adupt ing interdisciplinary approaches and 
sociological . psychological. and quantitative techniques to older 
as well as ne wer form s of h is tor y. 

The legacy of ferment left from older debates in historical 
in terp reta tion co ntinu es in th e newer gu ises. partic ul a rl y over 
trends in recent history. Thus a dispute rages be tween those who 
acce pt conve nli onol 01' orfj cial int erpretations for the outb reak 
of World War I. World War II. and the Cold War and th ose who 
adopt revisionist views. and between those who would empha
size "consensus" in modern history and those who would stress 
"conflict." Regurdless of thc outcome of curren t de ba tes a mong 
scholars. we may be sure thai the same phenomena looked at 
from differe nt poin ts of v iew. in the future as in the past. will 
p roduce different interpretations. 

The awesome problems of th e current dynamic age in the wake 
of two destructive world co nfli cts. the spread of nuclear 
weapons and revolutionary warfare. and doubt raised aboulthe 
future of mankind have set historians once more to reexamine 
the past in search of wisdom. understandi ng. an d guidance. That 
search would appear to underscore H. C. Wells' characterizat ion 
of history as "more a nd more a race between ed uca tion and 
catas trop he." Once morc th c inseparability of the past from Ihe 
prescnt is bei ng demonstrated. Inevitably the turmoil of the 
twentieth century and the anxiety over na ti ona l securi ty and 
survival have led historians to take a fresh look at the milita ry 
factor. as \vdl as Ihe relations between mil it a ry affairs and 
societ y. in man's past. And the s,lme broadening. deepening. and 
cross-fertilization in techn ique. co nt ent, and interpret<ltion 
apparent in o th er fields of history in this century are increasing
ly reflected in th e il rea thatHes on the frontier between genera l 
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histo ry and mi li tary arl and sc ience. the fi eld of military hi story. 
10 which we now tu rn. 
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Chapter 2 

A Perspective on 
Military History 
Col. Thomu E. Grins 

N OT inrrequently critics charge thai history is of marginal 
value because it has lillie relevance 10 the present. They argue 
that the living present . not the dead past. is important and 
demands attention. This claim is usually based upon iI 

dangerously nnrrow and unba lanced view of the present and 
ignores the everyday usc people make of the past. We cannot 
escape history because the present is nn extension of historica l 
events Ihal in some insto nces arc st ill runn ing Iheir course. Most 
current problems originated in the past. and the forces working 
upon contemporary society are better understood by knowing 
something of the historica l roo ls of those forces. People cannot 
avoid making judgments or taking sides on controversial issues 
indefinitely: neither bland. uninformed compromise nor alleged· 
Iy sophistica ted skepticis m arc suitab le substitutes for II 

know ledge of the past which will assis t them in criti cizing and 
reeva luating their assumptions and judgments. Convictions. 
values. and standa rds accumu late over time; one ge neration 
modifies those passed on by a previous generation. bul it also 
builds upon the earlier s tandards and passes on 10 the next 
generation a chn nged but s till his torically gl'owing body of 
conclusions. Not a few president s ha ve placed high value on 
reading and knowing history. and the shelves in bookstores and 
libraries co nti nue to grow with new works on all types of 
history. The public demand. at least. does not seem to sustain the 
pessimistic claim about irrelevance. 

Like the ge neral disc ipli ne. milita ry hi s tory nlso has its critics 
and its advocates. as well as a substanliil l appeal to both civilian 
and military audiences. The fraternit y or scholars has tradition · 
ally shown some skepticism toward mi li tary his lory . despite 
rejoinders from dis tingu ished advocates. That altitude has 
stemmed from at least two causes. first. hating the futility of 
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war, hist orians have dwelt large ly on ca use and effect and ha ve 
s hown minimal co ncern for how war has historically become 
institutionalized. Second, they have rebelled agains t the 
utilitarian aspects of o perational military history . Until very 
recently in America, these two considerations have influenced 
most writers of ge neral hi sto ry against inco rporating , or atlcaSI 
recogni zing, military history as an important element in the 
broader narratives. Charles Francis Adams recognized thi s 
feeling when he advoca ted hi gher esteem for military hi s tory at 
the 1899 meeting of the American Histori cal Association and 
urged ge nera l hi s tori ans to encourage the writing of factual 
militar y history find to rely upon. even incorporate. it in their 
works. 

Indeed. the aggressive. combative nature of mnn and the 
historical resort to force by nations has made the study of war 
inevitable. Sir Charles Oman argued that "one may dislike war 
just as one dislikes disease; but to decry the necess ity for study
ing it ... is no less absurd than it would be 10 minimize the need 
for medica l investigation because one disliked cance r or 
tubercu losi s." Similarly. Cyril Falls later took up the cudgel for 
studying military history as opposed to studyi ng primarily the 
laborer. the peasant. or the ruler: 1 

Whitt I witnt to urge i5 th At atl men. common nnd uncommon. great and 
s10lIll ... have been profoundly lind uncellSlngly influenced by war. OUT 
literature. our art and our archItecture a re 9tamped with the vestiges of 
war. Our very la ngulllje has a lhou5and bellicose word5 and phrases 
woven ;nlo ils fabric. And our materia l destinies. our 5()Cial life and 
habits. ou r industry and t rade. have assumed their present forms nnd 
chnracteristics Ilirgely as the result of war .... We lire. Ill! of us. indeed. 
the heirs of many wars. 

Thus it has been throughout mos t of history . Men. sometimes 
participant s, have always written about war in one form or 
ano th er. The thoughtful professional so ldier is well advi sed to 
co ns ider what milit a ry history encompasses. to appreciate how 
it properly must remain part of the overall discipline of history . 
and to understand how study of the subject can be perso nally 
meaningful. Frank Craven made the point clearly in 1959: 

Let il be IIdmitl ed thllt the modern technological revolution has 
confro nted liS with mllitllry problems of unprecedented comple:o;i ty . 
problems made all the more dirficult because of the social and pol il ical 
turbutence of the age in which we li ve. But preci5ely because of these 
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revolUllonary dcvelopments. Ict mc sugllest tlHlt you had better s tudy 
military hislory. indeed all his tory. AS no generation of milila r ~' men 
have s tudied it before.' 

The Scope 01 Military History 

27 

Not until the early 1800s did military hi story become a special 
field apart from genera l hi story. Jomini. the nineteenth century 
Swiss theo ri st. recognized three kinds of military history . The 
first he categorized as the pure version-the recounti ng in 
minute and pedantic terms of all aspects of a given battle. 
including such details as hourly locations of small unit s. This 
recounting was done without much concern for userul analysis. 
The second form. he said, used a campaign or battle to exa mine 
the principles of waging war: it analyzed the relationship 
between events and prin ciples, and. applied in broad context . 
could reveal somethi ng of the evolution of the art of war. Jomini's 
third category was poli ti cal-military history-the examinati on 
of war in its broadest spectrum through association of military 
wit h political. socia l. and economic factors. 

While Jomini was thinking and writing essentially about 
military strategy. the great Pruss ian military thinker. Karl von 
Clausewitz. was studying the en tire problem of war. Seeking to 
develop a theory of war. Clausewilz considered and wro te (On 
Wor) about the basic aspec ts of conrJict between nations. In so 
doing. he was producing military history w hich can properly be 
classified under Jomini's third category. At the same time. he 
devoted considerable coverage to an examination of principles 
and gene ralship th rough the device of rigorous analysis and 
criticism. (See Chapter 4.) 

Although the study of military history in terms of Jomini's 
second category (analysis of principles) can benefit the sold ier. 
this approach a lso has its shortcomings, particularly in more 
modern times. In the first place. considered from the larger view 
of war as organ ized international violence, such anal ysis is most 
meaningful if the cont est on the buttlefield is decisive and 
overridi ng in the con fl ict. For a time in history this was ohen the 
case. But once industrialization and war were linked. the 
battlefield leader found it difficult to bring abou t the over
whelmingly dec isive engagement.3 Second. thi s analytically 
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operat ional view of military hi s tory slig hts the importa nt 
inslitutional deve lopments th a t lake place wit hin a n army and 
Ihe impo rtant ro les Ihey play du ring times of peace or p rolonged 
periods of inlernationailension. 

Probably for this seco nd reason, a bou t Ihe lurn of Ihe 
t wcolicln century a few ind ividuals in some European cou ntries 
expressed interest in a broader view of milit ary h istory. In a 
laborious dialect ical examina ti on of the te rm in a 1914 lecture at 
Cambridge. Sir lohn W. Fortescue finally concluded that milit a ry 
hi s tory "is the histo ry of Ihe ex ternal police of commu nities and 
nations."4 Across the North Sea in Germa ny. Hans Delbriick was 
questioning th c approach of th e Genera l S taff which p rized and 
exploi ted milit ary history as operational histo ry, useful for its 
examina tions of pri ncipl es iJ nd stra tegy. DclbrUck was interest
ed in operations, but hi s inte re st was more in genera l ideas and 
tendencies than in minut e detail or practical principles. He 
wanted his histo ry of the arl ofwarlo analyze the subjec t within 
the broader framework of political hi story. In France during this 
period, lean laures, the prominent socialist politi cal leader a nd 
theoretician, was articulating the theo ry th a t military endeavors 
could be successru l only whe n military ins tit ution's accu rate ly 
reflected the compos ition and aspirations of the ent ire nation . 

After World War I. the Russian military theorist . M. V. 
Frunze. follOWing Ma rx and Lenin in their acceptance of 
Cla usewitz's di ctum tha t war was an ex tens ion of po li t ics. 
reflec ted on hi s nation's experiences and accepted l aur~s's 
theories as the found a ti on of a much broader definitio n of 
mili tary hi story. Frunze noted that the act ions of persons 
act ua ll y under arms could not be understood without co ns ider
ing the en ti re social co nt ext within w hi ch th ose actions took 
place, In a number o f writings. Lenin denied the purely military 
character of the First World War, stating in one instance that 
"appearance is not reali ty. The more dominated by military 
factors a war may seem to be. the more political is its actua l 
na ture, and thi s applies eq ua ll y in reverse,"$ Whil e S tali n 
attempted to refu te Clausewitz in the anti-German atmosphere 
in the Soviet Union at the end of World War II. he d id so only to 
the extent of aba ndon ing the outdated technical aspects of 
Clausewitz's th eses, To this day , the th eory of the int erre lation
s hi p of military activity a nd na ti onal ac ti vity is woven into the 
fabric of the Soviet app roac h to mili tary history . 
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Until World WM II most U.S. Army orfieers thougnt of 
mili tary history as being the sys temalic analysis of how the 
military forees of a country waged war . As la te as.1he 1940s, for 
example. Matthew Steele's American Campaigns, written 
expressly for the purpose of analyzing campaigns and ballies. 
was used in Army schools. And in 1937 a Fort Benning reference 
text termed military history "the professional analysis of eve nts 
and operations" and envisioned it as being the "laboratory phase 
of military science." In short. the Infantry School considered 
military history of most value when it was used to provide 
historical documentulion to support military doc trine . This ap· 
plicalion of military history bore a striking similarity to ideas 
advanced in England a decade earlier by I. F. C. Fuller in a 
seminal work that advocated developing a science of war in 
order to understa nd and app ly better the Iirt of war.& 

By the turn of the century, nonetheless. some sligh t inte rest in 
turning military history to broader themes of national policy and 
strategy had deve loped in America. This current, somewhat akin 
10 the work of Clausewit'l., was characterized by Wal ter Millis as 
"the lileral ure of popu lar education for publics and politicians in 
strategy. in military policy and in the theory of war."7 II is best 
exemplified by Emory Upton's The Military Policy of the United 
Stotcs Since 1775 (19041 and Alfred Thayer Ma han's The 
Influcnce of Sea Power on History, 1660-1773 (18901 . Bo th 
authors used military history in an altemptto influence national 
military policy: at the same time, in other works. both men also 
wrote milita ry histo ry of the technica l variety in an allemplto 
analyze principles or professiona l institutions. 

Following World War II and the Korean War, a note of 
despondency concerning the relevance of military history began 
to be heard. This discouragement. large ly voieed by civil inn 
critics. was rooted in the belief th a t military his tory, though 
broadened somewhat. was still too technical and utilitarian in 
purpose and that if it was to be of more than antiquarian interest. 
it had 10 become a broad study of war i1self. I. f'.C. Fuller. the 
outspoken. earliel' advocate of considering war and peace as 
related phenomena in an inevitable cycle. claimed that since war 
had become policy itself it had to be studied to ·'regulate hUlllon 
affairs." Walter Millis went furl her and argued that nuclear 
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weapons made most of the traditional materials of operation l.l i 
military history inapplicable. Concluding that a nation's use of 
war as an instrument, now, more then ever, encompassed every 
aspect of its social. political. and economic order. as well as the 
purely military faclor, he questioned whether a modern 
commander might not find the s tud y of past generalship ac tuall y 
delete rious. In his view. onl y if onc s tudied war in its broadest 
terms-that is, made it less military and morc civilian-would 
the exercise prove useful. Although agreeing that the relation
ship of war to society was important. Cyril Falls look issuewil h 
Millis and perspicacio ll sly observed thai "small wa rs without 
nuclear weapons have not been avoided and remain a possibili
ty .'" Falls might have added that from another viewpoint nuclear 
weapons required formulation of a new doct rine which could 
only be illuminated. not retarded, by the expe rience of earlier 
thinkers who had also grappled with revolutionary weapons. Or. 
n awesome new weapons now exist. the human being has not 
changed much and the basic requirements for thoughtful 
leadersh ip remai n and are inte nsified. 

Discussion over the nature of military history has been 
influenced to some degree by contemporary interpretations of 
the war in Vietnam. In a thoughtful critique of 1971 on the state 
of military history. Peter Paret noted that much work was being 
devoted to civilian rather than military aspects and that too few 
historians were "interested in war and in military institutions 
for their own sake .''9 Despite the assumed irrelevance of the 
subject. the co ntinuing d iscuss ion has s timu lated an apparen tl y 
g rea.ter interest a mong civi lia n sc holars in teaching mi litary 
history in the universities . Paradoxically . the rising civ ili an 
int erest came at a time when the trend within the Army was 
toward minimizing milit ary history in its own school system. a 
trend on ly par ti ally reve rsed as a result of an ad hoc committee 
study in 1971. (See Chapters 17 and 23.) Revived interest has 
generally involved studying war and its institutions in a broad 
context . although more meaningful and sophisticated ap
proaches to operational milit ary histo ry arc being devised as 
well. As war has become more industrialized and all-consuming, 
military hi s torians are broadening their approach to studying 
and writing about it. The Army's present concept of what 
comprises military history reflects these shifting tides of 
opinion . 
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The Army has officially defined military history as an 
objective. accurate, descriptive. and interpretive record of all 
activities of the Armed Forces in peace and war. Expressed 
another way. military history is concerned with how nations 
prepare for war, how they wage and terminate wars. how 
preparing for and fighting wa rs influences society. and how 
nations assign and regulate the peacetime functions of armed 
forces. Because historians and readers alike often refer to types 
of military history. one might offer the following useful 
categories: 

Operational: combat or military aspects: encompasses logis
tics, tactics. military strategy and leadersh ip: includes campaign 
studies and ope rationally oriented biography. 

Administrative and Technical: generally fu nctional and 
professional activities of armed forces: includes studies of 
doctrine and organizational structure. procurement and training 
of manpower, and weapons developments: involves both 
peacet ime and wartime developments. 

The Military and Society: in an historical sense, cons iders the 
entire spectrum of military affairs throughout the cycle of war 
and peace: deals with national strategy and encompasses the 
relationship among the military. soc ial. political. economic. and 
psychological elemen ts at the national leve l: deals wit h 
institut ional prob lems. solutions, and developments; explores 
the relationship between civil and military authority. 

These categories are not mutually exclus ive, and they are 
conceptual in nature rather than exact definitions. Because they 
are intentionally broad. a given work on military history usually 
will deal in some degree with each category. a ltho ugh it may 
emphasize one. 

The Value of Military History 

Soldiers have traditionally allached utilitarian value to Ihe 
study of military history while scholars have been more 
attracted by the educational value of the subject. [I actually 
contributes in both ways to the development of the professional 
officer. and the discussion thai follows deals with both of them. 
If sharpened judgment. improved perception, and a broadened 
perspective arc va luable to anyone. they are crucially important 
to soldiers who may be vitally concerned with problems of 
national importance and who. throughout their lives, deal with 
the capabilities and limitations of men and women. 
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Studyi ng military history can a lso help compensate for 
deficiencies in individual experie nce. So ld iers may serve on ly 
two or three years in a co mbat zone during their professional 
ca reers. Somehow. the y must prepare th emselves for waging 
war without Ihe benefit of much practice. It is almost as if a 
doctor faced a crucia l operation arter nothi ng but med ica l school 
observa ti on a nd practi ce on ani mil ls. Although what one learns 
from milita ry hi s tory will nol displace w hat one ha s already 
learned from experie nce . it will illuminate w hat is important in 
that experience. Care£ul a nd cr iti ca l read ing o f military hi s tory 
permits analyses of operations conducted und er va ry ing 
conditions and broadens a nd deepens understanding. Moreover. 
as one co ntinues reading over a period of yea rs. he or she will 
develop a criti cu l facu lt y in assi milatin g material a nd in tegrat
ing it with exper ience. Ultimate ly. the sold ier will s ift oul those 
ideas. conceptions. or principles Ihat have gradually co me to be 
most va luable in a personal sense. It is not an exaggeration to 
claim that individuals who know what was a tt empted in the 
past . the condit ions un de r which it was attempted. and w ha t 
results followed. are less likely to gro pe haltingly whe n faced 
w ith their own immediate problems. As Ardant d u P icq 
concluded from his studies of battlefield cond uct. "whoever has 
seen. lurns to 0 met hod based on his own knowledge. hi s 
personal experience as a soldier. But expe ri ence is long a nd li fe is 
s hort. The exper iences of each can not th erefo re be completed 
except by those of ol hers."lo 

Military h is lor y o rrers so ld ie rs an opportu nit y to improve 
their pro fess ional qualifica ti ons. Indeed . in a world g rowing 
ever more complex a nd in a soc iety w hich increasing ly ques ti ons 
o ld methods and values. soldiers must s tudy thei r profession 
co ntinuously if they expect to meet the cha ll enges whi ch the 
un limit ed liabi li ty clause in ba ili e may pose at any ti me. No o ne 
field of study will guaran tee success on the battlefield . but 
lacking act ua l expe ri ence in comba t the thoughtful so ld ier w ill 
do we ll to tUrn to th e study of past wa rs. And even co mba t 
expe ri ence unaccompa nied by professional study And reflection 
may nol stimulate professional growth. (Frederick the Crea l 
characte ri zed some men as ha vin g little more imaginat ion than 
the mul e which ca mpaig ned with P ri nce Eugene in the eig ht een th 
ce ntu ry.) Among 4.000 Army o Hi cers of all grades surveyed in 
1971, two out of three indica ted th at th e study of milit a ry history 
had been p rofessionally beneficial. According to these officers. 
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whose appreciation inc reased with military rank. the principa l 
benefits are insight ga ined from st ud yi ng problems wh ich 
illuminate contemporary difficulties and perception gai ned from 
studying military success and failure. 1I 

A caveat is necessary. howe ver. His tor y provides no clear cut 
lessons for the reader. Si tuations in history may resemble 
contemporary ones. but they are never exact ly alike. and it is a 
foolish person who tries blindly to apply a purely historical 
solution to a con temporary problem. Wars resemble each other 
more than they resemble other human activities. bul s imilarities 
between wa rs ca n be exaggerated. As Michael Howard warned. 

Ihe differences brought about between one war and a. nother by social or 
technological changes a.re immense. and an unintelligent study of 
military his tory which docs noltake adequale accounl or these changes 
may quite easily be more dangerous than no study al all . Like the 
statesman. the soldier has to steer between the dangers of repeat ing the 
errors of the past because he is ignorant that they have been made, and of 
remaining bound by theories deduced from past history although 
changes in conditions have rendered these theories obsolete." 

Carefully grounded in military history . the soldie r ctln 
nevertheless develop useful theories. ideas. and interpretations 
about the practice of the military profession. This is the 
immensely stimulating and educational role of the criti c. a rol e in 
which one explo res and tests alt ern nti ve solutions 10 a give n 
problem. The person who attempts this exercise will need to 
know milit ary hi s tory well since it will form the base of the 
criti cism. whether the problem is strat egic, lacti cal.logis tical. or 
social. A knowledge of philosophy. polit ica l science, and 
sociology will also be useful to complement the histori ca l base. 
And our critic wi ll st ill need much patience. analytical sk ill. 
honesty. a nd ob jectivity. Such qualifications. exploited by 
individual brillian ce and dedication. produced a Clausewitz. 
And this type of crit ical inquiry led Liddell Hart 10 discove r and 
advocate his "indirect app roach." Here we have an example of 
how military hi story studied in depth and in vo lving ca reful 
resea rch can prov ide the basis of a doc trinal idea. After 
considerable s tudy. Liddell Hart wrote Sl rol cgy. which was a 
form of special pleading for the theor y of the indirect approach, 
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using selected examples to support thai theory which earlier 
research had assured him was universally valirl,lJ 

But concep ti ons based upon historical experience do not 
necessarily guaranlee success in Ihe field. A careful study of 
history will illustrate Ihat principles arc not immutable rules 
which the commander is forbidden to violate. Nor should a 
theory be based on historical examples arbitrarily selected to 
support an unfounded preconception. What is necessary is 
rigorous testing and honest. thorough research. 1£ an historically 
based principle is fallible. however, it is infinitel y betler than 
pure theory ungrounded on historical experie nce. The French 
strategic paralysis in 1940, for example, resulted alleast as much 
from faulty, highly theoretical thinking as from lack of resour
ces. 

The study of military history, particularly of th e operational 
variety, can inspire mflny men and women. Because of the 
tendency 10 magnify the obstacles and hardships of warfare, 
soldiers may adjust more quickly 10 combat if they know Ihat 
others have overcome similar or worse co nditions. Accuracy of 
depiction is important. however, for inspiration can lurn to 
disillusion if the hi story is distorted or propagandist. Overly 
didactic unit histories may paint war romantically and Ihe deeds 
of the unit in terms more mythical than realistic. When the you ng 
soldier of the unit then first experiences war he may find the 
shock com pletel y demoralizing. And if military history is 
exp loit ed too ofte n to stimulate a superficia l patriotism. it can 
produce cynicism among Ihroughtful persons. 

Historically. pride of profession has been a necessary find 
foremost characteristic of the so ldier. A wide and cr itical 
reading of military history can help the soldier define and 
appreciate the meaning of p rofe ssionalism. Personal under
standing w ill be shaped by learning what others have used as 
yardsticks in the past. Broad s tud y and careful reflection on 
earlier views will also encourage analysis of the military ethic 
which ca n stimulate useful discussion of that ethic with others 
who may be less well informed. What obligations does 
professionalism requ ire? How do the demands of war determine 
the nature of military professionalism? How does one educate 
onese lf for the grave responsibilities of leadership on the 
battlefield? History can help provide answers to these ques
tions. 

Professionalism also nurtures the ability to reach conclusions 
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by combini ng recognition of a sense of duty with a scient ific 
commitment to the dete rm inatio n of cause and effect. Studied in 
depth. military hi s tory can contribute to learning thi s approach 
to a problem. The scient ist works with mailer. energy. and 
natural laws , but the so ldier in addition works with the most 
unpredictable material of a ll - human beings. The leader's 
mental attitude. or professional frame of mind. must accordingly 
be both lough and compass ionate. Studying milit ary hi sto ry can 
help one ga uge hu man capabilities and limita tions whi le offering 
guidelines on how to make the best use of both. II ma y also help 
some soldiers learn how to lead falt ering human beings to 
accompli shments they believe beyond them. Speak ing to British 
Staff College candidates. Sir Archibald Percival Wavell advised: 

Study the humAn s irieofhistory ... 10 learn Ihllt Napoleon in 1196 with 
20.000 hell t cornbmed forces of 30.000 by something called economy of 
force or operating on interior lines is II mere waste of time. If you can 
understAnd how II young unknown milo inspired a haH s til rved ragged. 
rather Ilotshie crowd; how he fill ed their bellies; how h~ out marched, 
outwitted. outbluffed lind defeat ed men who had studied war all their 
lives lind waged it according to the text ·book5 of theIr time. you will 
have learnt 50mcthing worlh knowing." 

Personal s tud y for the American troop leade r must also 
include an examination of American institutions, society. 
cus toms. and general hi story s ince they contribute to be liefs and 
ideals that moti va te subordinates. Siudy of the American 
milita ry expe ri ence can help a leader ga in valuable insight s: the 
changi ng ou tlook of citizens who ent er the Army and their 
reactions to milit ary se rvice: views of the regular ve rsus Ihose of 
the conscrip t; what subordinates expect of their leaders: and 
human reac tions to adve rs it y. Leadership, an im portant aspect 
of professionalism, can be profitably stud ied by reading history 
wit h its man y examples. good and bad. The lender who knows 
his own leade rship s tyle learns what to emulate and what to 
avoid. In learning vica riously abo ut people one perceives Ihal 
the bas ic clements of hu man nature do nol change even though 
society and inst itutions are in a cons tant sta le of flu x. This 
perception requires a criti cal reading of works which may be 
sclf·seek ing autobiographies or propaga nda oHered under the 
guise of hi s tory . 

There is a good deal of the visceral in milit ary leadership. but 
the moral side of leadership is particularly import an t because it 
is so influenced by a person's charac ter. By studying milit ary 
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his tory one can learn something about s trengt h of character. In 
all American military annals. there is no be ll er example of 
contras ti ng cnHracter in ballieficld leade rsh ip than that o f Lee 
and Hooker at Chanccll orsville where the abse nce of strong 
leadership doomed a b rill iant plan to fail ure. Bu t leadership 
involves morc th a n personal resolution or physical cou ra ge: It 
includes a deep and abiding understanding of Ihe trail s, 
weaknesses. and aspi ratio ns of s ubo rd inates. And it in vo lves 
pe rsonal integrity as we ll. Beginning with Washington. through 
Sherman. Lee. Pershing. an d beyond, a long. honored list. th e 
student can fi nd a tradition of in tegrity we ll wor lh emulati ng. 

Carefu l reading of military history can supply a va lua ble 
pers pect ive for the critical examina tion of co ntem pora ry 
problems. His torical perspective leads to a sense of proport ion 
nnd encou rn ges the long view: it con tribut es to an awareness 
that life moves in a channel of con tinuous change. thus helping to 
counter excessive op timism or pess imis m about current devel
opment s. Moreover. it will help one reassess the va lues used to 
weigh achievements. methods. and decisions. Shielded from the 
heat and passion of partisan a rgume nt . for example. one can 
learn something of the wisdom as well as the practical 
d iffi cu lti es in our subord ination of military forces to civ ilian 
direction. Or the thoughtful person may apprecia te that the 
apparent American penchant fo r absolu tes ca n lead to a 
tendency to view problems as always suscept ible of so lut ion. 
thereby creating addit ionol problems. Gra duall y. the s tuden t 
learns that with greate r kno w ledge it is easier to assimila te new 
ma teria l and to associa te the new wit h th e old. Judgmen t grows 
more discriminntory. and one begins to separa te the transitory 
from the permanent as ideas and concepts are weighed. One 
becomes 6wn re that di scern ing differences in th e historical rlow 
of events is oft en more meani ngful than establishi ng si milar iti es 
through strained analogy. 

The sharpening of judgment is pa ri of the total intellectual 
process to which a study of history con tri butes. Ra th er thnn 
testing hypotheses in seA rch of predictive models. histo ry deals 
with cause and effect of individual even ts. It broadens the 
soldier's visio n and arouses curi osity about s peci fic problems. 
none of which are exactly like th ose faced in th e past. A carefu l 
reading of military history can help deve lop what Liddell Har t 
ca ll s "the scientific apprOflch": 

Adopl al ion 10 changlllg condllions ill Ihe condition of survival. This 
del)ends on Ihe si mple yel Funda menlal queslion of ollilUde. To cope 
wllh the p roblems of the modern world we need . above all . 10 see them 
d earl y lIud 1I1H.lyse Ihcm sdculifi clill y Thi s requires freedom from 
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prejudice combi ned wuh the power of discernment and with a sense of 
proportion .... Discernment may be primarily a gift. lind a sense of 
proportion. 100. Bul thei r development can be assisted by fre edom from 
prejudice. which largely resls wilh the individual to achieve-and 
wilhin his power to achieve II. Or III leasl to approach it. The way 01 
IIpproach is simple. if not easy-requiring. above all. conslllni self· 
cri ticis m and care for I)reci se stal ement." 
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One can properly ques ti on that it is possib le to lea rn strategy 
fro m a tex tbook in Ihe same manner as one lea rns an academic 
skill. But history can he lp the soldier by reveali ng qualities that 
othe r men have fo und useful in developing independence of mind 
and by emphas izi ng that co nfus ion , lack of in fo rmation . and 
frictio n are normal in war. Alt hough no concrete lessons can be 
learned fro m history a nd then bli nd ly appli ed, there is an 
argu ment for the broad deduction of ge neral princip les. Based 
upon a careful analys is of wa rfare . for exam ple. , . f .C. Fuller 
arti culated the princ iples of war now generally accep ted as 
doctrine throughout most of the worl d. Similarl y, st udent s lea rn 
some bas ic rul es that usuall y pay div idends (e.g .. be s tronge r at 
the decisive point. thorough traini ng often compensates for 
inferio r strength. be aggressive). They also learn that these rules 
are freq uently violated. some ti mes kn owi ngly and fo r specific 
reasons. 

Ex perience improperly gleaned can make one dogmat ic and 
lead to an attempt to appl y lessons too li tera ll y. But this 
vicarious experience is the raw ma teria l of imagination and can 
lead to the developme nt of new ideas. Combined with in te ll i· 
ge nce and ingenu it y. imagina ti on ca n lead to wisdo m. sometimes 
a wisdom more adva nced in yea rs than a so ld ier's age wou ld 
indicate. In sea rch of either pri nciples or wisdom. however. one 
mus t study military his tory critica ll y and ob jectively. 

Airred Vag ts complained that mil itary men too orten looked 
backwa rd, ignoring changed circumstances. in order to prepare 
for the future. 1t And indeed histo rica l examples are rare ly. if 
ever, exact enough to a llow unques tioni ng app li cation to specific 
co ntemporary problems. By analyzing trends in tac ti cs. s trategy. 
and weapo ns, however. so ld ie rs can grasp the evolu ti on of 
warfare and learn someth ing of the basis fo r doctrine-or devise 
a ratio nale for q ues tio ning it. 

There is. of co urse. a danger in bli thely apply ing narrowly 
based his torical experience to the general case in search of 
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doctrine. A lthoug h Ihe hi sto rian tries 10 bri ng order out of chaos. 
his use of evidence is necessarily selective. Moreover. war is 
anyth ing but sim ple . Weapons change. technologynd vanccs. lhe 
motivation of human beings to fi ght varies; the las l war may be 
completely irrelevan t 10 Ihc ne x t onc. Yet th ere arc numerous 
va lid exo mples of thc doctrinal app li cat ion of military history : 
S tu dy ing thc ancien t art of warfa re. Maurice of Nassa u devised 
tactica l changes which Gus ta vus Adolphus brilliantl y put to thc 
battlefield lest; a War Office com mitl ee painstakingly studied 
thc Briti sh offi cial hi st ory o f World Wa r I to co nfirm or to 
estab li sh a basis for changing Ihe Field Se rvice Regulations: and. 
more narrow ly. 11 n ex ha us ti ve st ud y of th e American intelligence 
failure at Pearl Harbo r resulted in a s ta tement of doc trin a l 
princi ples for co mmand application. Douglas MacArt hur 
understood bo th the danger and th e benefit s of this doc trina l 
applicatio n: 

The military student docs not !lcek to learn from history the minutiae of 
method and techmque. In every age these are deCISively influenced by 
the characteristics of weapons currently available and by the means al 
hand for lI1anellverinlj. supplying. and controlling combat forces. But 
research docs bring to ti ght those fundamental principlu. and their 
combinations and allpliClltions. which. in the pas I. have been IIrnductive 
of success. These prinCIples know no timitation of time. Consequently. 
the Army extends its analytical interest 10 the dUsl·buried accounts of 
wnts tong past uS welt as to those slill reeking wilh the scen t of balt ic. It 
is the object of the search that dictates the field for its pursuit ." 

As a final co mment it is vilall y important to reemp hasize that 
the soldie r's s tud y of milil ary history mu st involve more than 
pure ly operational accounts. He mus t also study the institu ti on
al aspects of the military a nd th e rela ti ons hip between civilian 
and Ihe soldier in peace and war: th e deve lop men t of the 
American milit ary system w ithin the society which fosters a nd 
sometimes berates it . and how militar y choice in s trategy and 
tact ics mu st confo rm to American traditions a nd the co ns titu
tional system. And studied in suc h broad co ntex t, milita ry 
history can tell much about what Sir John Fort escue character· 
ized as the sup reme test to which war subjec ts a nalion. The case 
fo r the s tud y of mil itary hi sto ry in its broader milieu was well 
made by Rich(lfd Preston three decades ago: 

Wllr. liS Is beGoming rea lized in the modern world. is more than a mere 
clash of arms. The development of armies lind of their organization. lind 
the narr<l t ivcs of campaign ~t rat egy nnd of 0llerlltiollllltacllcs. which 
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were formerly the military his torian 's exr.iusive concern, can be 
understood only in rclfl!ion to develol)mt'nts in the world 01 largc, In 

relatiun to advances in technology, and in relation to chollgCS in politIcal 
lind economic orgoniution . 
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In short, as Michael Howard ur~ed, the soldier should study 
military histo ry in depth to get beneath the historian 's 
necessarily imposed pattern of seeming orderliness and 10 I ry to 
understand what war is really like: in breadth to understand the 
flow of even ts and the existence of con tinuity or discontinuity 
therein; and in context to appreciate Ihe political, social, and 
economic faclors that exercise important influences on Ihe 
military part of the equation." 

In sum then. the study of military history has both an 
educational and a utilitarian value. It allows soldiers to look 
upon war as a whole and relate its acl ivilies to the periods of 
peace from which it rises and 10 which it inev itably returns. And 
soldiers who know what was attempted. and what results 
followed. are better able to deal positive ly with immediate 
problems. As their thought process grows more sophisticated, 
so ldiers will attempt. more and more. to analyze critically. 
conce ptualize crea tively, and lest theories. Military history also 
helps in developing a professional frame of mind-a men tal 
attitude. In Ihe leadership arena, it shows the great importance 
of character and integrity, Finally, military history studied in 
depth helps the so ldier to see war, in Clausewitz's time-worn 
phrase, as a chameleon, a phenomenon that affects and draws it s 
spirit from the society which spawns il. 
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Ch'pter 3 

An Approach 
to The Study 
Of Military History 
Lt. Col. John F. Vot.w 

SINCE military hi story covers vasl areas. both topically and 
chronologically. the student who would enter the field has a wide 
range of choice. The study of Alexander the Great. for instance. 
sti ll offers relevant insights into the exercise of power-military 
economic, and poli tica l-at the highest leve l; and a good 
biography of King Gustavus Adolphus of seventeenth-century 
Sweden oHers a case history in the applicatio n of theory to the 
problems of reorganizing a military sys tem. Frederick the Great 
tells us in his own words of tactical genius and the train ing of 
eighteenth-century sold iers. Napoleo n Bonaparte has filled 
many bookstore shelves both directly through his memoirs and 
maxims and indi rectly through a mass of idolizing and scathing 
biographies. From Napoleon the studen t can learn of ge neralship 
and in the process app reciate the crush ing burden and responsi
bility of supreme command: he can better understand the 
military problems of mai nt ain ing an empire wo n by the sword 
and the limits of military power in suppressi ng newly aroused 
nationalism. 

Military history includes biography. fiction . battle narratives, 
memoirs. theoretica l treatises. scientific discourses. philosophy, 
economic stud ies-and more . Studying the sub ject can be 
somewhat like shopping in a used book s tore where the books are 
stacked on many differen t shelves. If one enters with no idea of 
what he isiooking for. chances are he will leave unsatisfied. But 
if he ente rs with some ge neral ideas of what he is seekin g. as we ll 
as ab ilit y to recog ni ze valuable items not presently on hi s "want 
list." then the venture wi ll be reward ing. 

The study of history is not a great search for details in the 
pages of dus ty books: it invo lves the discove ry of knowledge in 
the broade r sense and the enri chment of the in te llect. Military 
history is history first and military second . Me thods of studying 
it are invariably lied to indi vidual goals and individual concepts 

U . Colonel Vota w (M.A .. Califo rnia at Da vis). wa s an instTuctor in his torya! the 
U.S. Milita ry Academ y when he wrote this contr ibution. 
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of what mili tar y history is. If directed to prepa re a li s t of the len 
mos t important books of military history. len different persons 
would probab ly draw up len differe nt lists. each list represent
ing it s compiler's va lues. prio riti es. and biases, a lthough some 
titl es wo uld appear on more Ihanone li s t. In us ingl hisGuidc and 
its extensive book lists. the reader must decide w hat he is 
seeki ng and frame quest ions to be as ked wh il e reading, 
questions th at will deter aim less wanderi ng. 

The s kills nceded to investigate the many dimensions of 
military history ca n be tailored 10 one's co ncept of the na ture of 
history. The st ud y of military hi s tory can be rewa rding a nd 
exciting. but it ca n become drudgery if pursued in a methodical 
but plodding way . Students ha ve a tendency to equate the s tud y 
of history with the commitment to memory of facts that ca n be 
retu rn ed to th e instruc tor at examina lion time little the wo rse for 
wear.' We are not concerned with this t ype of hi stocical study. 
Allan Nevins, one of the most noted American historians, 
cou nsels: 

There i. but one golden rule in "ading history: it should be read by the 
bla1.ing illumination of II ,horoughly aroused intellectual curios ity .... 
A self-stimula ted in teres!. one based upon a Fixed ambilion to mas ter 
some select period of his tory. and to do it by systematic, inlensive 
reading. is of course far more valuable. 11 represents a s tudy disciplined 
impulse. nol a transient appetite.' 

Essentials of a S tudy Progrnm 

Milit a ry hi s tory s hould be s tudi ed in wid th , depth, and, most 
importantly. in co ntext. In thi s way, accord ing to Professo r 
Michael Howard , " the s tu dy of military hi s tory s hou ld not on ly 
ena ble the civilian to understand the nature of war and it s part in 
shapin g society, but also directl y improve the officer's compe
tence in hi s profession," Reading with a purpose to gain a better 
understanding of the na ture of war a nd the prac tice of warfare 
s ha rpens Ihe inte ll ect and develops perspective to face current 
problems in a n inform ed ma nner as we ll as to plan forthe future. 
But " his tory has limitations as ag ui ding signpost," sa id S i r Basil 
H. Liddell Hart, "for alt hough it ca n show us th e right direction, it 
does not give detailed information about th e road co ndition." 
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Bertrand Russell also oHers some !1dvice that is pertinent to the 
prob lem of beginning a st udy program:' 

U hll tory i, not necessary to your career. there Is no point in reading it 
unle .. you enjoy it and nnd it interesting. I do not mean tha t the only 
point of hist ory is to give pleas ure- far from it. II has mllny other 
ules . . . . But It will nol have Ihese uses except for those tha I enjoy il. 
The same is true of such things as music and pa inting and poet ry. To 
study these thi ngs eit her because you mus t. or because you wish 10 be 
cu!lured. make, it almos t impossible 10 acquire what they have to offer. 

Formal graduate traini ng in mil it ary history is obviously one 
way to launch a long. rewarding career of conti nued study. The re 
are many opportunities to pursue graduate studies in the service. 
all clearly spelJed ou t in curre nt regulations. You can com plete 
an unfinished deg ree with Arm y finan cial assistance which 
prov ides fo r full -time s tudy as yo u near graduation. And the 
Army will share the cos t of your gradua ll y accu mulati ng the 
necessary course work for an adva nced degree. You may 
combine dut y as an ins tructo r and formal study in a nearby 
grad uate insti tuti on. As long as continued educational develop
me nt re mains a goal in the Arm y. there will be opportunities for 
anyone wi th the determination to take advantage of them. 

Academic stu dy is not the onl y way. Another is self
instruction through reading. It would be di ffi cu lt if not 
imposs ible for anyone to construct a s ingle reading list that 
would fit all the needs of st udent s whose interests are 
necessarily diverse: a more fruitful ap proach is to develop a set 
of questions around which a readi ng program may be built. The 
student must develop his own questions to reflec t hi s goals. 
values . and personal interests. 

How can you formulat e that basic list of questions and themes 
that will govern your read ing program? You will discover 
questio ns as you read. but. by way of suggestion. some of the 
fundamental questions involve: 

-The formation of armies (militia. conscript. volunteer, 
mercenary) 

-Explaining why armies ri ght (re li gio n, dynastic interests . 
nationalism, ideology. di scip line) 

-Assessing how armies fight (shock tactics, firepower. linear 
tactics, employment of masses. mobility. position warfare) 

l M lchtet Uow .. d . ..".. U •• Ind Abu"" 01 M ilil • • y W"O'Y: '"".nal 0/ Ih" !loyal Unlle<! SerVICe 
InOljlu",,", 101 (1"11· • • 10 lMIdeH Ii.". Why Oon·, w. LMr. f ...... HIJlory t !l.otIdOfl. Atlon and Un .. !n. 
184'1. p IS Be .... "" Itu .. "n. U""~'''on<l'''IIII .. .... y IN.. .. V .... k I'hHMOp\local Ubt.ty . 1 9~'1 . pp. 9· 10 



.. A Guide to the Study l ad Ute of Militl ry Hillory 

-Investigation of the relationships between the armed forces 
{naval defense. the aTmy as the first line of defense, geograph ic 
position of the slate} 

-Who directs the employment of the a rmed fo rces (so ldier 
king. chief execu ti ve, commanding genera l. gene ra l staff. legisla
ture) 

-How armies are sustained (logistics. tech nology, morale, 
national style. industrial power) 

-How wars are ended (exhaustion, negotiated settlement. 
surrender. destruction) 

The ingredients of battle have prompted many soldiers and 
civilians to write exte nsively about how combat power is 
applied on the battlefield; tactics, traini ng. doct rine. and 
generalship a re frequen tl y the s ubjec ts of these examinations. 
The men who wage war-commanders, statesmen, so ld iers, 
guerrillas-are natu ral subjects of in vestigation to one interest· 
ed in gai ning a beller understanding of wa r. The genera l has 
attracted much attention as the focal point of battlefie ld activity. 

Each period of history has something to orrer. Try to determine 
what is distinctive about the military history of a given period. 
You might ask, for example, if warfare as practiced by 
Napoleon's Grande Armec was differe nt from warfare in the 
time of Frederick the Creat7 Ce rtainly. Armies we re la rger. 
bat tlefields had expanded in to theaters of war. logistics became 
morc complex. and the French so ldie r was pa rt or a more fl exible 
army because he could be trusted not to desert. Frederick's a rmy 
was dynastic. mercenary. expensive, and effec tive. T hen you 
might ask what abou t the Napo leonic period is re levant to 
military affairs today? The idea is not to app ly Napo leonic 
solutions to our current problems but to try to fathom how 
Napoleon approached his problems. say with conscription and 
recruitment. and then armed with new pe rspective tack le our 
own problems. History is not an exac t science governed by rules. 
theorems. postula tes. and princip les. Lidde ll Hart "a lways tried 
to take a projection fro m the pas t through the present into th e 
fu ture" in his st udy of milita ry prob lems.4 Some ti mes the lens 
through wh ich we view the pas t gets a litt le oul of adj us tment. 
distorting the image. but our improved understanding and 
sharpened perspective can help rectify that. 

What nonmilitary factors have affected the course of warfare 
over the ages? How is the decision to go to war arrived at? 
Frederick the Great and Napoleon Bonaparte had less of a 

4 Why n.,n', \\'~ Learn rro .. , Io.torr'. p 18 
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prob lem in decidi ng for war than did President Lincoln or 
President Franklin Roosevelt; in an autocracy the au toc rat has 
powers of decision unchec ked by democratic processes. Yet a ll 
four men were very sensiti ve to the opinions of others; in 
Freder ick's case, the co nce rn was for other mona rchs. not the 
Prussian people. 

Finance and economics have freq uently played import ant 
roles in wa rfare. Frederick depended on British financing duri ng 
the Seven Years' War. Napoleon understood that economic 
power can be a successfu l adjunct to raw mili tary power, but he 
also appreciated that without a navy it would not be poss ible to 
stri ke direc tl y at Britain's mercantile power. The Conti nenta l 
System employed a type of boyco tt desig ned to seal off the 
Europea n continent and deny markets to Briti sh goods. The plan 
had flaws, but it did squeeze the merchan ts in mighty Albion. 

Politi ca l and socia l facto rs also play an important role in 
warfare. Frederick was careful to promote disco rd amo ng his 
potent ial enemies. In the Ameri can Civil War. Lincoln played his 
powerful trump card. the emancipation of Negro s laves in the 
Southern sta tes, at the propitious momen t to enli st support for 
the Northern cause both at home and abroad . The Emancipa ti on 
Proclama ti on was a military ins trument. argues John Hope 
Franklin, that the pres ident wielded on ly after he had gained a 
seeming victory at An tietam in September 1862.5 The assump
tion of victo ry disarmed the arg ume nt tha t the slaves were freed 
as an act of despe ratio n and so helped to sway opinion in Eng
land against intervention on the side of the South . In World War 
II, Roosevelt used the fervor ge nerated by the Japanese attack on 
Pearl Harbor to ca rry through full mob ili zation for wa r. 

Reading biograph ies of leading sold iers or sta tesmen is a good 
way to begin the st ud y of mili tary history, Examination of 
leade rship dur ing periods of great s tress and crisis ma y well be a 
springboard to a satisfy ing reading prog ram. A st udy of Franklin 
D. Roosevelt as wa r leader, for instance, can lead to an 
exploration of most of the aspects of modern war-leadership, 
po liti cal and military; decis ion making, personal and ins titu tio n
al; mobilization and wa r production: censorsh ip and propagan
da; diplomacy and national strategy. Such a st udy also 
illus trat es the variety of app roaches and interpretatio ns 
d ifferent historia ns may use in dea ling with a strong leader's 
actio ns. 

5. lahn Hope " " nk lln. The Ema"",,,,,',on Proe lomO llon INc .. ' Y" rk : Ooubl.d. y. ARcbarBaoh. 19I!51. pp . 
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Examining Roosevelt's pari in the coming of war. Charles A. 
Beard found in 1948 that "At Ihis point in its history the 
American Republic has arrived un der the th eory that the 
President of the United Siaies possesses limitl ess author ity 
publicly to misreprese nt and secretly to co ntro l foreign policy. 
foreig n affairs, and the war power." Examining the evol utio n of 
American strategy. Maurice Mal lorr emphasized the different 
point. that the military planners "had also lea rned that whatever 
their theories and plans, the y wou ld have to reckon with an 
active and forceful Co mmande r· in -Ch ief bent on pursuing his 
own course".6 

Although the president' s biog raph er. James MacGregor Burns. 
seems to agree w ith this interpretation. he argues that Roosevelt 
as war leader was intent o n immediate tactical moves during the 
first years of the war rather than on gra nd stra tegy. "Roosevelt's 
utter co ncentration on the task al hand-winni ng military 
v ictory-ra ised difficult problems, jus t as his absorption wit h 
winning elect ions a t whatever cost had created d irfi cultics 
during the peace years." Herbert Feis. on the other hand . find s 
the p res ident not so ca pricious as often painted in his decision to 
support unconditional surrender as the basic Allied war a im. 
The decision. he says, was not made on the s pur of the moment at 
the Casablanca press co nference o f 24 Januar y 1943 but was 
"preceded by discuss ion." Even though he may have acted on 
impulse in selecting th a t parti cular moment to make the 
announcement , "t he record shows p la in ly th a t the idea ordoi ng 
so had been in hi s mind for some Iime."1 A ll these in terp reta ti ons 
of Roosevelt's actions are not ne cessarily incompa tible; the y 
simply illus trate the ma ny facets of his wa rtime leadership and 
the ways in which historians look at them. 

Even in ver y narrow fields of historical s tud y it is now almost 
imposs ible to roam throug h all the available literature in pursuit 
of you r objectives. As far back as 1879, in delive ring his 
inaugu ral address to the Military Service Institu tion of the 
Un it ed States, Maj. Gen. John M. Schofield alluded to th e 
information explosion which has co ntinually com plicated the 
labor of the military student.8 The prolife ration of literature has 
increased many times since General Schofield made his obser~ 
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vation. It may be necessa ry 10 revise your questions and your 
reading prog ram pe ri od ically. both 10 meet your needs. wh ich 
certain ly may change. and to acco modale the new lite rature in 
your field of interest. 

The best way to keep your program current is to consult some 
of the many schola rly historical periodicals suc h as the 
AmeriCCln Historic(J1 Review. theJournClI of Modern History. and 
the journ(ll of American His tory.9 There arc also specialized 
periodicals such as Choice and Pcrspeclive that arc devoted 
almost entirely 10 s horl rev iews of the most recent publications. 
Many weekly newspapers car ry book rev iews. T he New York 
Times provides Ihe Sunday reader w it h a large selec lion of 
reviews and the Times Literary Supplement ILo ndon
frequently called the TLS) even rev iews sc holarly foreign
language books. There arc scores of magazines such asAmcricon 
Histo ry Illustrated an d His tory Today (Greal Britai n}lhal you 
can scan to kee p current. Foreign Affairs has a handy li s t of 
availab le documents and monographs on a variety of s ubjects in 
addition 10 the usefu l boo k review sec tion. The Superin tendent 
of Documents in Was hington. D.C .. can provide a lis t of 
publications availab le from the U.S. Govern ment Printing 
OUice. It is apparent th a i the many references available to 
update YOUl' read ing prog ram may in themselves he somet hing of 
an obstacle: you ca nnot consult all of them. 

The Mecho nics of S tudy 

Although it is mo re difficult to describe the mec hanics of 
successful study than to I'aise questions. Ihere are simple ways 
of organ izi ng an approach to s tu dyi ng some of the fundame ntal 
questions. Ten years ago cadets at Ihe U.S. Military Acade my 
were taught to organize th eir study of mili tary history around 
the ubiquitous "p rincip les of war." Many decades of teac hing 
practices had led to that method . A broader co ncept of milita ry 
history now fo rms the bas is of study at Wes t Poi nt: cadets 
organize their inquiries by the device known as the threads of 
continuity . T he ten "threads" presently in use are as follows: 

Military theory and doct rine-ideas about war; a gene rally 
accepted body of ideas and practices thaI governs an army's 
organization. training. and fighting 
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Mililary professiona li s m-an attit ude or s ta le of mind 
distinguishing Ihe expert from the amateur. The mi lit a ry 
professional is an exper t in th e manage ment of vio lence and is 
characte ri zed by his se nse of responsibility to h is men and to the 
stale. 

Generalshi p-the ar t of com ma nd at high levels. Ge nera lshi p 
includes both leadership a nd managemen t (b ut nei l her word is a 
synonym) fi nd many diverse functions inv olv ing p repara tion for 
combat, su pervis ion d uring co mbat. and admi ni stration an d 
ma in te nance of com bat strength. 

S trategy- th e preparation fo r wa r and Ihc waging of war: 
gelling to the ba ttl efi eld as opposed to action on the batt le fiel d. 
Stra tegy is a chang in g conce pt now ge nerally divid ed int o 
national [or gra nd ) stra tegy and military s tra tegy (a co mponen t 
of national strategy). 

Tactics- the prepa rat io n fo r com ba t a nd the actual conduct of 
co mbat on the ba ttl efie ld 

Logistics and Administration-defines the relationship be· 
tween the s tate's economic capac it y an d its a bilit y to support 
milit ary forces 

Technology-in a military sense, the a ppli cation of scie nce to 
war. Techn ology incl udes not only new ideas. techniques. a nd 
eq uipm ent bUI also their application. 

Poli tica l factors - those charac teristic clements or ac tion s of 
gove rnments affec tin g warfare 

Social factors- th ose elements affecting warfare that result 
from human re lationshi ps 

Economic factors-those element s affecting warfare that 
res ult from the p roducti on. distribution ~ and co ns umpti on of the 
resources of the s tate 

Portraying history as a "seamless web" or a "tapestry of man's 
past" with the woven strands representing the major themes is A 

co mmo npi ace. 1o The th reads of co ntinuit y have no inherent 
worth; they function merely as ways to get at information or a s 
that lens used by Liddell Hart to place events in pers pecti ve. By 
examini ng a portion of the changing nat ure of war or warfare. for 
example tacti cs, over a specific period of time s uch as 1850 to 
1950, one ca n expec t to ga in a deeper understanding of the nature 
of th e whole. The ten threads of continuity arc not necessarily 
defin iti ve or fi nal. but they are a useful means of organizing the 
s tud y of milita ry history . 
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By the same token, the principles of war still have some utility, 

but now as part of the milit ary theory and doctrine thread of 
continuity. Since the purpose of our study of military history is 
not to search out examples of the valid application of the 
principles of war and demonstrate that failure generally 
stemmed from ignorance of or unwillingness to abide by them. 
we can restore the princip les to their proper historical position. 
Principles of one sort or another have been alluded to by most 
theorists and successful commanders. There must be some rules, 
however general. that will allow man to cope with war. Or so 
thought General J. f .C. fuller when, from his study of Napole
onic warfare, he constructed the li s t of principles of war Ameri
can soldiers now genera lly recognize. Rear Adm. Joseph C. Wylie 
describes the princip les as "an attempt to rationalize and 
categorize common sense." As long as a "principle of war" 
remains a tool and does not become a maxim to be demonstrated 
as immutable the student can proceed with confidence. Neither 
the threads of continuity nor the principles of war-or any 
conceptual device for that matter-can substitute for an 
intelligent and discriminating search to gain understandi ng of 
the paSl. 1L 

Somewhere in your study you will want to assess the 
strengths and weaknesses of a particular military system. the 
wisdom of a particular stra tegic decision, or the genera lship in a 
particular campaign. in short to render critical judgment on mil
itary history. Military men are trained to do just that. to solvl! 
problems by rational analysis and then choose the best course of 
action. It is through this process that they use history in 
formulating doctrine. But recogn ize thai there is a difference 
between the military historian and the military critic . as the 
noted German military hi storian. Hans Delbruck, points out. 
Ideally the historian is conce rned with describing events as 
accurately as possible in proper sequence and with cause and 
effect relationships in those events. not with personal judgments 
on the leading characters. The latter is the province of the 
military critic. Oelbruck made th is distinctio n, Peler Paret 
explains. not to "impute greater value to one or the other , t..ut to 
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establish meaningful standards for both,"n And the distinction 
is valid. even though Delbruck's own works reflect much 
personal judgment. praise. and comdemnation. as do those of 
many other noted military historians who double as critics. 

Military men do need to prepare themselves to be critics and, 
when ca ll ed upon, to use judgment s harpen ed by historical st ud y 
in formulating Army doctrine. This preparation is clearly one of 
the uses of military history . But for the student of history to 
judge past activities and decisions by present standards or to 
assign praise or co ndem nation to acts of leadership in combat 
may result in distortion and injustice. "What is the object of 
history?" asked Liddell Hart. And his reply to his own rhetorical 
question was "quite simply, 'truth'."u The student of military 
history should first seek th e truth and then base his critical 
judgments upon it, recognizing thai in the laller process he is 
acting as military critic and not as military historian. 

Because the pursuit of military history involves extensive 
reading, it is worthwhile to cultivate good reading habits. There 
are many good primers on the subject. How to Study History by 
Norma n F. Cantor and Richard I. Schneider is a good starting 
point. The Modern Researcher, revised edition, by Jacques 
Barzun and Henry F, Graff (New York: Harcourt, Brace, and 
world, 1957), a nd Understanding History, second edition, by 
louis Gotlschalk (New York: A. A. Knop£. 1969) are useful 
introductions to the historical method. Helen J. Poulton's The 
Historian's Handbook: A Descriptive Guide 10 Reference Works 
is indispensable, B. H. Liddell Hart's Why Don't We Learn From 
History? (Londo n: Allen and Unwin, 1946) provides insight into 
the method of one of the great modern strategic theorists. For a 
provocalive examination of the historical method in very 
readable and entertaining style see J. H. He xter's The History 
Primer. 

Oliver L. Spaulding's advice on how to evaluate books on 
military history, give n in a lecture in 1922 and summarized in an 
Army pamphlet, is still basica ll y sound, Spaulding st ressed the 
value of book reviews and the use of title page, preface, index, 
table of contents, and bibliography as clues to the coverage of 
volumes, the credentials of their authors. and their value to the 
prospective reader. "A systematic use of book reviews a nd of the 
clues ... will lead to the discard of many books and will direct 
the student's attention to the particular parts of those he wishes 
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to study."u The ineHective way to read is to plunge in at the 
beginning and not stop until you reach the objective which lies 
near the index. There never is enough time 10 turn this method 
into an efficient one, but the opposite-scanning the entire 
work-is as ineffective. You must identify the significant parts 
of the book and concentrate on detecting, the n understanding. 
the author's theses. Ask your own questions of the book, or no 
relevant answers will be forthcoming. What the author is trying 
to convince you of is not nearly so important as what his material 
and point of view mean to you. 

Where does one start with a reading program? Your interest 
has undoubtedly been stimulated by reading newspapers and 
magazines. For example, London Doily Express and New York 
Doily News articles on Martin Bormann renewed public interest 
in the final days of Wo rl d War 1\ when Berlin fell to the Soviet 
Army. There is a great deal of published material on that subject, 
as a quick check of the Reoder's Guide to Periodical Literature, 
the New York Times index, and any library's general card cala· 
log will reveal. If you find Bormann interesti ng, you might select 
the most recent article from the Reader's Guide. Thedocumenta· 
tion (footnotes, bibliography, text references) in the article will 
lead to other sources. 

Arter you have selected your book or article, read for the 
author's thesis and mentally note his documentation. One way to 
keep track or what you have read is to start a card file. Enter the 
author's full name, complete title of the book, place of 
publication, publisher, and dale of publica tion near the top of the 
card. Note the number of pages and comments on any unusual 
features of the book such as particularly well· made maps. 
Briefly summarize in a sentence or two the topic of the book and 
the author's thesis. List your own impressions of the book with 
respect to your areas of interest. If the author is not familiar to 
you, make a biographical note. Finally, indicate where you 
located the book and include the library call number. This 
process sounds tedious, but it will payoff when you discoverthe 
limitations of your memory. Identifying the author's thesis will 
help in evaluating each piece you read. 

Along with a rramework for study, such as the threads of 
continuity, and a method of keeping track of what you have read, 
some suggestions regarding study techniques are in order. 
Responsible criticism is one way of testing your grasp of the 
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material you study. As military c riti c you arc ta king tha i s tep 
beyond mere ly understanding what happened and why it 
happened: judgme nt a nd assessme nt of accompl ishme nts and 
errors a re useful to the ma n interest ed in shar peni ng his 
perspective. Ca mpai gn and battle analysis ca n be co ndu cted 
menta ll y only or in a written essay. There are diHerent ways of 
orga nizing the analysis, some of which a re familiar 10 any 
student of wa rfare . The co mmander's estimate of the situa tion is 
a good format. Ask then answer the questions: (1) who was 
involved'? (2) what happened? (3) when d id it ha ppen? (4) where 
did it happen? (5) how did Iheaction develop? (6) why did thi ngs 
progress as the y d id? a nd (7) what was the significance of the 
actio n? This will genera ll y lead you systematica ll y through th e 
acti on. 

A no th er way of mak ing a cam pa ign a na lys is is th e narrati ve 
techniq ue. which ca n be o rga ni zed in th e following fas hion: 

-Evaluatit.ln of th e st ra teg ic s ituation (period of hi story: war: 
in terna tiona l adversaries: principal events leading up to the 
batt le, ca mpaign, or conflic t analyzed) 

-Review of thc tact ical setti ng (loca tion; any terrai n 
adva nt ages held by eit her an tagoni st; approximate force rat ios: 
types of forces if releva nt: feasible cou rses o f acti on ava il able to 
antagonist) 

-List of other fac tors affecti ng the eve nt (effec ts of terrain or 
weather: s pec ial advanta ges or di sadvan tages possessed by 
antagonists) 

-Synopsis of the co ndu ct o f the even t (openi ng moves: salien t 
fea tures : outco me) 

-Sta teme nt of th e historical lesso ns provided by th e event 
-Assessment of the s ignificance of the eve nt 
T he following analysis of the ba ltle of Gauga mela . in w hich 

Alexander the G rea t defea ted the Persi a n a rmy in 331 S.C" 

illustrates th e narrati ve format. 
Strategic se lling: Having secured the eas tern Mediterranean 

with the vic tory a l Issus and th e successful siege of T yre. 
Al exa nde r marched his army eastward in to th e hear t of the 
Persian Empire . Darius III was drawn into a dec isive battle at 
G uagamela in the spring of 331 B.C. 

Tactica l setting: Darius p laced his troops on a broad plain and 
empl oyed cha ri ots with hi s infan try. Although th e terra in 
favored neither s ide , the more numerous Pers ians exte nded far 
beyond the Macedonian fl anks . Darius a ttacked forcing Alex· 
ander to react. Expecti ng a Persian envelo pme nt. Al exa nde rhad 
dep loyed his army to refuse his flanks and to p ro vide a ll a rou nd 
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security. The main striking force was positioned to exp loit any 
gaps that might open in the advancing Persian front. 

Other factors: Alexander had scou ted the battlefield. The 
Macedonians were rested: the Persians. perhaps less confiden t, 
had remained awake through the night. Weather had no 
signi fi cant effect on the battle. Darius appa rently had planned to 
attack all along the line with no provision to exploit weaknesses 
in the Macedonian formation. 

Cond uct of the battle: The Pers ian army closed with a chariot 
and cavalry charge. The Macedonia ns inclined to their right in 
oblique order and. as the Persians followed, a gap opened near 
Ihe Pers ian left. Seizing the opportunit y. Alexander drove a 
wedge of Companion caval ry into the breech and dispersed the 
Persian infantry. King Darius fled the battlefie ld close behind 
them. The Persian cava lry had enve loped the Macedonian left. 
but AleXAnder reinforced. The flight of the Persian infantry soon 
spread to the cava lr y and a ge neral retreat began. Alexander 
relentlessJy pursued the remnants of Ihe Persian force through 
the night. effectively destroying Darius's army. 

Lessons: Alexander calculated that the Persian formation 
would break apar t as it a tta cked and therefore was jus tifi ed in 
surrendering the tactical initiative by s tanding on the defensive. 
Carefully we ighing the terra in conditions, Ihe experience of his 
arm y, and the dispa rity in leadership, Alexander look a 
calculated risk to offset the adVltntage in numbers enjoyed by the 
Persians. The Macedonian commander regained the initiative al 
the critical point in the battle and exp loited the odvan tage he hod 
created. 

Significance: The professional Macedonian army was equal to 
the difficult task plan ned by its bold commander. Alexander's 
decisive victory assured his conquest of the Persian Empire. Thc 
Macedonion treasury was swe ll ed wit h thousa nds of talents of 
gold and the palace of Xerxes in Persepolis was burnt. Further 
consolidation and expansion to Ind ia provided more tcrritory to 
be divided at Alexander's death in 323 O.C. The Pers ian threat to 
the Hell enic world was eliminated. 

Certainly not every analysis needs to be written. As you study 
battles. campaigns and wars. thoughtful mental ana lyses will 
deepen your understa nding of cause and effec t in war and will 
provide a better appreciation of the ro le of cha nce or friction. As 
a military critic you can probe the ap parent errors made during 
the even t in order to rende r your considered judgment and to 
identify those lessons tha t have meaning fo r you. Similarly. you 
may identify actions that had a positive influence on the outcume 
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of the event. General Sir Edward Bruce Hamley saw hi s writings 
as enabling student s to stud y milit a ry hi s tory "with the 
confidence of onc who does not grope and guess, but surveys and 
judges."n 

Analyses can also be organized arou nd the critica l decisions 
made during the co urse of eve nt s under examination. The 
important thing to remember in ma king a histori cal analysis is to 
organ ize your 'investiga ti ve process in an orderly fashion and 
then ex plore the subject in depth. Regardless of format. the 
ques tions you ask yo urse lf a re of utmost value. Absorbing 
information is not your goa l. but it is an esse nti al element of your 
study. Understanding is a legi timate goal of his tori ca l study: it is 
also a personal achi eve ment which comes throu gh ha rd work. 
Although there is a need to be systematic. study s hould not 
become an overburdening routine, a chore to be accomplished. 
Seek diversity in your reading and avoid boredom. 

Evaluati ng di£ferent versions of hi sto rical events and deci
s ions is one of the fir st hurdles yo u must clear in your reading. 
People write books for definite reasons-to inform. to enterta in . 
to chas tise, or eve n to precipitate 0 desired action by th e reader. 
The reader must evaluate the author's reliability. how well the 
author s upport s hi s thesis with evidence and exam ples. In thi s 
way he can determine whether the book is honestl y drawn. As 
Robin W. Winks observed, "the truth ought to ma tt er."11i 

Physical evide nce can be fou.nd in places oth er than boo ks: for 
exam ple. a Civil War batt lefi eld still holds much information for 
a student of th at conflict. Most of us have made the "touri st 
sweep" of our Nat iona l Park Service battlefields, bu t it is a far 
different experience to s tand on the high ground one hundred 
yards north of the Bloody Lane at Antietam and look back a t the 
muzzles of the Co nfede rate battery in firing positions above the 
lane. Li eu tenan t Thomas L. Li vermore of th e 5th New Hamp
sh ire. which was in line as part of Maj. Cen. Israel Bus h 
Richardson 's lsi Di visio n, II U.S. Corps. obse rved, "in Ihi s road 
there lay so many dead rebe ls that th ey formed a line which one 
mighl have walked upon as far as I cou ld see .... It was on this 
ghastly flooring thai we kneeled for th e la st struggle."u 
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General John M . Schofield in 1899 saw the grea t object of 
historical study as "to reduce the 'chances' of war to the 
minimum; to bri ng it as nearly as possible within the domain of 
exact science ; ... to learn how to rapidly organize. equip. 
discipline. and handle new troops. and then to judge correct ly 
what enlerprises may be un dertaken with a reaso nable expcctn 
lion of s uccess." 18 Schofield concluded th at the grea t va lue of 
study of this sort was the cultivation of a habit o£thought which 
tempered hasty decisions and insured proper pre liminary plans 
essential to effec ti ve ord ers. Military history is norm all y no l 
utilitarian in a di rect way . Eig ht een th -century Austrian armies 
were molded in the Prussian image withou t the understanding 
thaI a Frederician system required a Frederick. Armies marched 
into Belgiu m and France in 19 14 expecting anot her shorl war of 
mane uver culmi nati ng in a decisive battle as in 1870 . The 
realities of modern war and fau lt y stra tegy soo n matured in the 
tre nches . 

But if yo u approach the study of the pas t with an attitude of 
growing wise forever rather tha n clever for the next lime , there is 
a use for history . In baltic . as elsewhere. grea t courage should be 
atte nded by sound intellect honed through s tu dy. The method 
you develop must be tied to your co nception of military history. 
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The Great 
Military Historians 
and Philosophers 
Jay Luv .. , 

By a curious paradox military history is one of the oldes t and 
most prominent fields of history , yet only rece ntly has it ac
quired respectability in the academic world. Indeed, in a very 
real sense history began os military history, for the frequent 
wars in classical times prov ided a popular the me for the 
historian no less tha n the poet. Herodo tus gave Greek wa rfare an 
epic quality in his work on the Persian wars, and Thucydides. 
who has taught us most of whal we know about the Peloponne
sian wars-and has much to teach about problems tha t plague a 
democracy a t war in our times as well- is a milita ry histo ri an of 
the fi rst rank. One has on ly 10 th ink of Xeno phon's Anabasis, 
Caesar's Commentaries, and vast portions of Polybius and Livy 
to appreciate the significance of military history to the ancicnts . 
The literary style of many of these old books may lack the appeal 
of a Bruce Callan or S. L. A. Marsha ll. but the authors of these 
works were ohen surpris ingly modern in the ir outlook. The ir 
motives. their fundamental assumptions about human nature 
and war, their enlightening descriptions of the minutiae of 
military life . and their analysis of problems that they faced can 
make for fascinating reading. 

Each generation, it is said. writes its own history, which 
means simply that each generation is preoccupied with its own 
problems and is inclined to read its own experiences into the 
past. But the past. even the remote past, can also speak directly 
to the present. In his delightfull y unpretentious Pen and Sword 
in Greece and Rome (1937), Col. Oliver L. Spaulding reminds us 
that the ancient warrier didn't realize that he was an ancient 
warrior; he thought of himself as a modern warrior, and as such 
he has much of interest to tell us. 

Or. l.uvaa, [Ph .D .. Duke! is Prufessor of Hislory al Alleghen y College. His 
numerous publil:alions incl ude The Mllil ory Legocy of Ihe C,v,l IVor. FrederIck 
Ihe Creal on Ihe Arl of IVar [Iril ns la lor and ed ilor!. and The Ed ueotion of on 
Army. He wrole this eont ribul ion while a vis il ing proren or a t the U.S. Military 
Academy. 
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Certainly thi s would be true of Thucydides. whose History of 
the Pe/oponnesion War, written in the fiflh century B.C. , remains 
one of the great works of history. military or otherwise. As an 
Athenian general Thucydides was ideally qualified to describe 
Greek tactics, siege operations. the construction of warships, 
and eve n flame throwers. His treatment of Periclean strategy 
was "so well and clearly detailed:' a soldier in the eighteenth 
century has stated, that the modern general could learn from it 
how to frame his own plan of campaign. ' 

In addition to providing interesting details of weapons and 
taclics. Thucyd ides explains much about human nature. 
Describing the great plague, he gives not only the physical 
symptoms of the disease but a lso the psychological damage to 
the population of Athens . Citizens lost respect for their gods and 
for the law, the two major restraints in Greek civiliza tion . "Zeal," 
Thucydides observes on another occasion, "is always at its 
height at the commencement of an undertaking," and apparently 
it was true then, as it is of the political debates in our own day, 
that "it is the habit of mankind to entrust to careless hope what 
they long for, and to use sovere ign reason to thrust aside what 
they do not fancy." "The strength of an army lies in strict 
discipline and undeviating obedience to its officers." "Self
co ntrol is the chief element in self-respect, and self-respect is the 
chie f element in courage." "Peace is best secured by those who 
use their s treng th justly, bUI whose att itude shows that they 
have no intention of submitting to wrong." To these and many 
similar aphorisms are added Thucydides' profound insights on 
societies at war. In his day, as in ours. "society became divided 
into camps in which no man trusted his fellow." An assembly 
was persuaded to go to war to prevent a series of allies from 
falling like dominoes; governments experienced delay. mistrust, 
and difficulty in negotiating an end 10 conflict; democracies were 
"ve ry amenable to discipli01! while their frighllasled."2In many 
respects Thucydides is as relevant today as he was to the next 
generation of Greeks. 

The officer in terested in tactics and leadership in th e Greek 
armies should become acquainted with Xenophon. whose 
Anabasis (written about 375 B.C. J relates the story of the march 
of the Ten Thousand deep into Persia and back again into Greece. 
This book is more than a record of incredible adventure; it is a 
fascinating study in command, and the character ske tch of Cyrus 
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would pass for suitable reading in any leadership laboratory. 
The resourcefulness shown by Xenophon and the other Greek 
commanders in bringing the army intact 1.700 miles through 
hos til e territory has inspired generals for centuries. In his 
monumental Art de /0 Guerre (The Art of War) published in 1748. 
Puysegur mentions the practical lessons Xenophon's book 
contains for the eighteenth century. and a few years later British 
General lames Wolre confessed that the inspiration for a 
maneuver of his light infantry came from Xenophon's descrip
tion of a running bailie with the Kurds in 401 H.C" when Greek 
spearmen successfully negotiated a mountain range defended by 
lightly armed troops. 

Xenophon also wrote what probably is the most famous Greek 
treatise on military theory and practice. In Cyropaedio he 
described an imaginary war in which he gave free rein to his ow n 
ideas on organization and admini stration. tactics and training. 
weapo ns and nrm or. We lenrn. for example. why the Greeks 
failed to develop an adequate supply sys tem. which limited their 
concept of strategy. Frequently they were subject to civil 
discord. there was no such thing as a trained staff. and the 
commander. lacking both maps and an accurale me thod of 
determining time, found it impossible 10 coordinate the move
ments of two or more detachments.' 

In bailie the Spartan general usually kept his principal 
officers-the equ iva len l of Ihe modern battalion commanders
close at hand in order 10 consult with them and issue his orders. 
Once he had determined the best course of action. these oHicers 
returned to their troops and passed the word down the chain of 
command to the leaders of what today would be called 
companies. platoons and sec ti ons . In the Greek phalanx each file 
was a self-contained unit led by an office r in the front rank. Each 
officer knew his men by name. which Xenophon assures us is 
essential in motivating the common sold ier. "Men who th ink that 
their officer recognizes them are keener to be seen doing 
something honorable and more desirous of avoiding disgrace." 
No officer who cou ld recognize his men "could go wrong." 
Thanks to Xenophon the figures who comprise the phalanx 
emerge as modern soldiers. They move. they must eat. they 
generally respond to orders. they require discipline, and they 
respond to motivation. and he exp lains ca refully how these 
things were done . "No one can be a good officer." he comments. 

~ X~noph ..... ,m.K,no'l"baule ul Th).mb'.'a- ... k,ur .. U) anoly .. d bJ I II; And.".,," \!o lo ru'yT,,",.y 
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"who does not undergo more than those he com mands," and he 
unders tood the eternal trut h that Baron von Steuben later 
demonstrated again at Valley Forge. "Willing obedience always 
beats forced obedience. ". 

For a comparable look at the Roman military system, the 
student should slart with The Histories of Polybius w ri tten in 
the second century A.D. His treatment of the Punic Wars ra nks 
alongside the history of Thucydides. Convinced "there is no morc 
ready corrective for mankind than the understanding of the 
past," this unusual Creek prisoner of war combined sound 
historica l research with the insights gained from his own 
experience in politics and war. Few books have contributed so 
much to our understanding of the past. His description of the 
constitution of the Roman Republic had <I direct in£Juence upon 
the framers of ou r own constitution, and his treatment of the 
Roman military system influe!1ced military thinkers nearly 
twenty centuries later. Most of what we know about Scipio 
Africanus and Hannibal. for instance, comes from Polybius. and 
his t reatment of organization and tactics was sufficiently 
detailed to encourage a prominent French theorist in the 
eighteenth century to write six volumes of commentary
Folard's Histoire de Polybe . .. avec un commentoire (1727-30). 
This work in turn triggered a running fight between exponents of 
the ordre profond (deep column) and theordre mince (line). Was 
depth to be the basic combat order, as it had been with the 
Romans, or should infantry deploy into lines to take advantage 
of firepower? In answering this question some eighteenth- and 
nineteenth-century soldiers still looked to the Romans. 

Polybius describes military operations in sufficient detail to 
permit later historians to reconstruct the battles intelligently, 
and sometimes with a practical purpose. Although we do not 
know exactly where Hannibal's elephants crossed the Alps , 
enough is known of his dispositions at Cannae to have inspired a 
German ge neral a little over seventy years ago. Atlhe strategical 
level. Count Alfred von Schlierfen devised a plan for enveloping 
the French army employing the same principles that Hannibal 
evidently followed in enveloping Varro's legions. Convinced that 
Germany must win a quick victory over France before the 
Russians had time to concentrate overwhelming numbers for an 
invasion of East Prussia, Schlieffen found his inspiration in the 
first vo lume of Hans Delbruck's History of th e Art of War {1900} . 

4 Ih.lIfo" 0 Heinl. /),cCoo",uy of M,I,'ory on<! Nuvol Q~o'o"un. ,"nno",,'i. u.s Sovol ln .. i'u'e. latef. 
p 111 



The Great Military Hi, torian, and Philoaopher! " 
Oelbri.ick's accounl of Cannae suggested to Sch li eHen's fertile 
imaginalion the idea of a battle of anni hil ation through 
envelopment. Later he developed hi s own doctrine in a se ries of 
articles, ma ny of which were lal er translated and published in a 
work en titl ed Cunnoe (1913). The SchlieHen plan was Ihe 
ultimate result, and if it would he naive and mis leading to claim 
any sort of cause and eUect relationship, we may at leas t point 10 
Schlieffen as an example of a strategist who discovered thaI the 
classics remain instructive even in modern times. 

The mil itary student would expect to learn something from the 
firsl of the Greal Capta ins to write of his own campaigns, but 
Julius Caesar's Commentaries is disappointing in this respect. 
Whereas Thucydides and Polybius wrote for the enlightenment 
of fulure ge nerations, Caesa r intended his book to serve II mo re 
immedia te pu rpose. He hoped to convince his fellow Romans not 
on ly thai he was a great ge neral but also thai his policies in Caul 
were less vio lent and rapacious than his po litical opponents 
charged. For cent uries his work has been useful in teaching 
young hays Latin, but as for imparting anything of value to the 
professional so ld ier we can believe Frederick the Creat when he 
claims that Caesar "scarcely teaches us a n ylhing."~ 

A more fruitful source for the student interested in problems of 
co mmand in Roman times is Onasander's monograph The 
General (Strotegicus). Written in the first century A.D. , th is 
interesti ng treatise cont ains many pithy re marks upon general· 
ship in all phases. fro m the selection of officers and s taff to 
specific formations to be used on the ma rch and in battle. 
Onasa nder dea ls with the use of terrain, matters of camp 
hygiene, the value of drill, and the confe rring of rewards . 
Although he wrote primarily for other Roman soldiers. his 
observations on the character, temperament, and training of a 
good comma nder are so ge nerally philosophical that many of 
them are val id even today . Translations appeared in England, 
Spain, France, and the sta tes of Ger many and It aly by the 
sixteenth cen tu ry. Marshal Maurice de Saxe, one of the foremost 
commanders of the eighteenth centu ry, testified "that he owed 
his firs t conceptions of the conduct of a commander·in·chief to 
Onasander," and Frederick Ihe Greal almost certainly was 
familiar with the work. Captain Charles Guischardt, a member 
of Frederick's military retinue, included a translation of The 
Gen erol in his own Memoirs milituircs sur Jes Crees et les 
Romains j1760), and Frederick's own Military Instructions 
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written a few years ea rlie r resemble Onasandcr's treatise both in 
s ubject matter a nd treatment. although thi s co uld be sa id of 
much of the military literature that appeared in the eighteenth 
ce ntury. Problems of comma nd and co nt ro l had not changed 
much between the lime 01 Onnsandcr an d Frederi ck . w hi ch 
might help to explain why the cu lt of antiq uity was co mmon 
a mon g soldiers al the lime of the Enlightenment. Indeed. on the 
eve of World War II , Oliver L. SpH ulding observed: "We can read 
Onasander in the regula ! ions of many cou ntri es, and hear him in 
the lectures of man y school comma ndant s to their successive 
classes."/j 

or all th e military wo rk s from antiquity. Th e Milit a ry 
In s titutions of the Roman s by Vegetius is probabl y the best 
know n. Certain ly ove r the centuries it ha s been th e most 
influenti a l. Copies were carried by Charlema gne's com man ders 
a nd by at least two Eng li s h kings in the Middl e Ages. Henry II 
a nd Ri chard the Lio n Heart ed . Even before the advent of printi ng 
the book was trans la ted into severa l ve rn acu lar languages. and 
published edit ions appeared in Cologne. Pari s . a nd Ro me and in 
England before th e end of the fifteenth century. Vege\ius 
inspired Machiavelli and Saxe. both of whom borrowed heavily 
from his description of Roma n mili tary insti tutio ns. and his 
wor k was an important clement i n the th eore ti cal ed ucatio n o f 
many lat e r co mm a nde rs. A well known Aust rian ge neral in the 
Seven Years' Wa r. the Prince de Li gnc. wrote facetio usly that 
God had not inspired the legio n . as Vegetius had claimed. bu t He 
probab ly had inspired Vcge tiu s .1 

Vegetius made no such claim. Hi s information came fro m a 
careful and systematic read in g of all the mil itary works of 
an tiquit y , and by making this collective wisdom ava il a bl e he 
hoped to contribute to an improvement of the Roman ar my in hi s 
own day, late in th e fo urth cen tury A.D. Because he failed to 
distinguish between the armies that wo n th e Punic Wars . or 
co nquered under Caesar, 0 1' pacified th e later Empire. Veget iu s is 
not a reliable so urce about the military institutions of the 
Romans for an y par li cu lol' period in hi s tory. What he wrote 
about the cavalry is more relevan t to th e Roman forces after the 
battle of Ad ria nople (A.D. 378) lhan to th e legions a t the time of 
Marius nea rl y five centu ri es earlier (lOS B.C.). On the other hand 
his description of Roman methods of recruiting. training. and 
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building d iscip line may we ll rdlcel p ractices thai lasted for 
seve ral centuries. The modern reader will find that h is max ims 
have no time limil upo n them at all : "Who wishes peace. let him 
prepa re for war," "What is necessa ry 10 be performed in the heat 
of action should be constantl y be practiced in the leisure of 
peace." "Few men are born brave; many become so th rough 
tra in ing a nd force of d iscipline." "Valo r is supe ri or to num bers,"8 
(This last idea. however. can be carried to excess. as many 
Japanese commanders demonstrated in World War 11. ) 

The wisdom of the ancient milit ary w rite rs nnds ultimate 
expression in Sun Tzu's Art of War. Introduced to the West only 
in the lale eighteenth cen tur y. lhis Chinese classic has attracted 
wide attention in our own day, especially now that it has been 
established that Su n i'zu "st rongly influenced" Mao Tse- tung 
and the recent doc trine of revolutionary warfare.~ The book is 
su rprisingly modern in outlook. perllaps due as much to Brig. 
Gen. Sam uel B. Griffith 's translation as to the timeless q uali ty of 
Sun Tzu's thought. but it is rich in insight and loaded wi :h 
strik ing aphorisms. The book is probably as instructive, in n 
generaisense, today as w hen it was writte n nearly Iwpnly-five 
centuries ago. 

The Middle Ages produced no militar y treatise to rival that of 
Vcgetius and the other Creek and Roman stud ies un war or Sun 
Tzu. Eve n though military institutions formed the foundation for 
political and socia l institutions a nd the eventual decline of 
feudalism was directly influenced by military developments. 
western Europe from the fou rth to the fifteenth cen tu ry offers no 
milit ary literature worthy o f th e name. The studen t will gcl a 
much better feeli ng for warfare during th is period by reading the 
secondary works by John Beeler. Charles Oman or R, C. Sma il 
(see Chapter 5) than by clawing his way through some medieval 
chronicle. "Nothing is to be lea rn ed" from all of the medieva l 
wars, declared Frederick the Great con temptu ous ly, And in hi s 
erudite treatise on the a rt of war. Puysegur jumped from 
Vegetius to Montecuccoli. an Imperial genera l of the la te 
seventeenth centu ry. 

Like the gentler and more cultured arts. th e art of war was 
transformed during the Renai ssa nce . The French army of 
Charles VIII that invaded the It a li an s lates in 1494 was medieval 
in it s organiza ti on. equipment. tac ti cs. and above a ll in its 
outlook. but by the end of the Italian wars some thi rty-five years 
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la ter kings were served by trained s tanding armies, firea rm s had 
become as common among infantry as Ihe pike. cavalry had 
diminished both in relative numbers and in importance. and 
arti ll ery had fo rced changes in fortifications. As the pilgrim s till 
journeyed to Rome and Ihe apprentice painter to Florence. 
military engineers from northern Eu rope now visited Italy to 
learn th e latest developments in their profession. The increased 
importance of fortifi cations can be seen in the writings of 
Niccalo Machiavelli (1469-1527). who in 1513 claimed th at a 
rule r wit h a strong army had no need for for tresses; yet seven 
years lat er Machiavelli co ns idered it necessary to devote an 
ent ire book in his Arl o/ Wor to the subject. 

Machiavelli's treatise on war is the first modern military 
classic. Like the ty pical human ist in his day, Machiavelli loo ked 
to th e c lassics for ins pira ti on and most of his ideas on training, 
tactics. organization, and command are little more than attempts 
to adapt practices described by Livy. Polybius, and Vegetius to 
conditions prevailing in th e fifteenth century. Looking ove r his 
shoulder at the Romans. it is scarce ly surprising that he failed to 
appreciate the importance of firearms, nor was he any better 
than Vegetius in distinguishing between the military institu· 
li ons of Republican an d Imperia l Rom e. Machiavelli Ihererore is 
not a pa rti cularly good source for the milit ary prac tices of eithe r 
the Romans or their Italian descendants. 

Hi s unique contribution is hi s recogn ition that wa r is 
esse nti a lly a bra nch of politics and that armies normally reflect 
the quali ti es of their respective societies. Convinced that he lived 
in a decadent age. co mpa red with the Rom an Republic. 
Machiavelli ca ll ed for a citizen army 10 replace the mercenary 
forces hired by mos t Ha li an princes. He considered citizens more 
reliable politically and more efficient in tactics and a lso hoped 
th a t a citizen a rmy might become an instrument for restoring 
civic virtues lost to society. Already in The Prince he had urged 
his patron to discard the undisciplined and unreliable mercenary 
a rm ies in fa voro r a militia. In The Discourses he wrot e at length 
upon th e citizen so ld ier of Repub li can Rome. The Art of Wor 
reveals his plan for a citizen army that would infuse the other 
citizens with virlu . that hard to define charac teri stic of th e good 
so ldier embracing such qua liti es as co urage. di sc ipli ne. lo yalty. 
obedience. and self-sacr ifi ce. 

This is an intriguing theory, particularly coming from a man 
whose politi cal maxi ms have been dislorll!d by oversimplifica
tion into a ph ilosophy of "might makes right." and "the end 
justines the means." Instead of viewing the soldier and thc 
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civilian as two separate and di stinct individuals. often with 
conflicting aims. Machiavelli saw them as two sides of the same 
man. The soldier served the citizen. but each citizen was a t some 
time a so ld ier. This argu ment that the army can se rve as the 
school of the nation resur faced in the nineteenth century. when 
advocates of the nation in arms used it to just ify universal 
military service. 

Machiavelli shou ld be consulted. therefore. for the insights he 
can provide on wa r as one of the co llective ac ti viti es of mankind. 
It is not necessary to accept his theory that military poweris the 
foundat ion of civil soc iety to appreciate the relations hips he 
estab li shed be twee n war and politics three centu ries before 
Clausewitz blazed a new path in mililary lit erature by 
discussing war as an instrument of policy. 

Not until the French Revolution. in fact. did other militar y 
writers dwell on the reciprocal action of political and military 
institutions. although the idea is implicit in the reforms 
suggested in Saxe's Reveries (1757) and is the point of departure 
fo r Jacques GUibe rt in his General Essay on Toctics (1775 ). 
Probably the most profou nd military writer of the eighteen th 
cent ury. Gu ibe rt began his study wit h an accou nt of the ways in 
which the characte r of a people and the nalure of their 
government influenced tact ics . No significant improvement in 
armies was possible. he conte nded. until there first occurred 
some fundame ntal changes in soc iety. But let there "spring up a 
vigorous people. with genius. power. and a happy form of 
governmen t." a people wit h virtue in a state w here the subjects 
are cit izens. "where they che ri sh and revere governmen t. where 
they are fond of glory. where I hey arc not intimidated at the idea 
of toiling for the general good," and armies wou ld become 
invincible. 10 The army of Guibert's dreams did in fact materialize 
fifteen years later as a resu lt of the French Revolution. 

Nearly all of the military books written between the time of 
Machiavelli and Guibert be long to the realm of theory. although 
authors usually di d not bother to distinguish between military 
history and theory. Saxe and Guibe rt drew heavily upon history 
in rormulating their theories: Frede ri ck wrote history for the 
purpose of instructing his successors just as he wrote military 
theory for the purpose of instructing his gene rals. And Ge neral 
Henry Lloyd, an Englishman who foughl for the Austrians 
against Frederick, in his Hislory of Ihe Late War in Germany 
{1766-81J was concerned as much wi th examining the art of war 
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as narrating the facts of battles and campaigns. Those who 
endeavored to write military history and ignore theory had so 
little to say that C ui bert once wrote of hi storians: "I see nothing 
in respect to military events that can be relied on but the names 
of Generals and the dates of batt les."11 

On the other hand, the use of the word theory in describing the 
military literature of the eighteenth century is somewhat 
misleading. The Chevalier de Folard created his system of tactics 
from a study of the classics, while another we ll known milit ary 
writer, Mesnil·Ourand. reduced tactics to a series of mathemat i
cal formulas. But most of the so-ca ll ed theorists we re merely 
practical soldiers trying to reco rd their knowledge. acquired 
largely through extensive personal experience. for the benefit of 
younger oHicers. They described in detail their camps and 
sieges; the y spec ified the co rrec t practices to follow in surprising 
enemy posts and convoys; they exp lai ned the problems ort en 
encountered in ski rm ishes and ambuscades; and they discussed 
the var ious methods to be employed in conducting marches to 
and from canton men ts . flank marches. or retreats. Above all they 
were concerned with practical matters in tactics and organiza
tion . St rategy as we use the term did not a ttract muc h attention. 

The reasons for this neglect of stra tegy are varied. The word 
itself had not yet been co ined. and when military writers turned 
their thought s from the mechanical movement of bodies of troops 
to that "h igher art" of generalsh ip known 10 later genera ti ons as 
s tra tegy. the term Ihey used was "plan of campa ign." And here. 
instead of es tablishing an y theo retical framework or body of 
knowledge. they treated each "plan" as a un ique project that had 
to be shaped accord ing to a particular enemy. the terrain , the 
nature of the war. and the rivers and fortifi ed cities serving as 
obs tacles or as lines of commu nica ti on and depots. In each 
instance, just as in the deplo yment of armies for battle. rules 
decreed by experience had to be followed-effective ways to 
defend a river line, establi shed methods of de termining the order 
of march. basic problems to consider when establi shing camps. 
and so forth . There we re general rules for offensive and 
defensive war fare. for the use of detachments. and for precau
tio ns to avoid being caught by surprise. Frederick even li s ted 
fou rt een measu res to prevent dese rtion . pe rha ps the most 
consuming concern of an Army commander before the French 
Revolution transformed subjec ts into citizens wit h a cause. 

11 II:to<L P ~ 
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There is, however. no body of theoretical knowledge about 

strategy in these eighteenth-century treatises; for that it would 
be necessary to imitate jomini and study the actual campaigns. 
Puysegur and Frederick were typical of their day when they 
resorted to hypothetical situations to communicate their 
thoughts on strategy, one describing the measures to be taken in 
a theater bounded by the Sei ne and the Loire and the other 
depicting imaginary wars against the French and the Austrians . 
Frederick in fact wrote his History of the Seven Years ' War in 
1763 primarily to "leave an authentic record of the advantageous 
Imilitaryj situations as they occurred in the provinces . , . where 
war was made." He hoped that his successors in the next war 
with Austria land he always assumed that there would be 
another) would benefit from his experiences. "All positions, all 
camps. all marches arc known and made, It is onl y a question of 
using them correctly and playing everything to its advantage."ll 

It follows. the n. that most eighteenth-century treatises. 
reflecting then current military practices as well as useful 
"lessons" gleaned from recent campaigns, will provide Ihe 
modern reader with a clearer insight in to the spirit and natureof 
eighteenth-century warfare than he might hope to gai n from the 
average secondary account of sO(Tle war or battle, Indeed, this 
literature sbould be approached solely w ith this purpose in 
mind. for Frederick and his contemporaries were far too 
pragmatic to worry about formulating maxims that would apply 
for all time, Occasionally they did glimpse some eternal 
principle. but this has been true of every military writer of 
substance since Sun Tzu. One should read Frederick. Saxe, and 
Cuibert for what they tell us of military problems in their own 
day. for that was their persistent purpose in writing. If their 
observations provoke reflectio n upon some simila r problem 
today. this merely proves the wisdom of Emerson's observation a 
century ago: "Tis the good reader that makes the good book,"n 

Among the military writers of the eighteenth century, Vauban 
and Frederick the Creat stand out because of their pra cti cal 
acco mpli shments. Vauban desig ned over one hundred great 
fortresses and harbor installations and conducted nearly fifty 
sieges. establishing in the process the basic rules that came to 
dominate strategy in the "war of positions" until the day of 
Napoleon. And' Frederick, easily the foremost field commander 
of his age. represents the apogee of Ihe military art as it was 
practiced before Napoleon. 
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Saxe's Reveries, on the other hand . arc fI refreshing cu ri os it y. 
Although his ideas for improving military efficiency did carry 
considerable weight with nineteenth-century rdormers. hi s 
influence upon Napoleon is often exagge rated. "Among man y 
extremely mediocre mailers" in Saxe's Reveries, Napoleon did 
nod "some good ideas" on ways to make the enemy pay for the 
french war effort.14 Cu ibert, who has properl y been called a 
military philosopher. is weU worth reading. but the only English 
edition was published lale in the eighteenth century. Unless the 
student has access to a good fare book collection or possesses a 
reading knowledge of french, he is not likel y to become 
acquainted at Hrst hand with th e most important'of a ll military 
writers of eighteenth-century France. 

Fortunalely Vauban's Manual of Siegccrafl and Forlific(llion 
is available, the mos·t recent translation being in 1968: this major 
work contains his formula for the attack and defense of fortified 
cities. Perhaps, in order fully to appreciate Vauban's contribu
tion, one should also read Eugene Viollet-Je-Duc's Annols of a 
Fortress (1876), which traces the evolu ti on of fortification to 
1870 by describing in detail seven sieges representative of the 
successive stages. A casual visit to any forI constructed in this 
country before the Civil War, when the introduct ion of heavy 
rifled artillery made the existing system of coaslal defense 
obsolete, will reveal the debt th at our own military enginee rs 
have owed to Vauban. And aerial photographs of German 
defenses on the weslern front in 1916 demonstrate the applica
tion of Vauban's principles even in our own century: The 
bastions and curtains were made of barbed wire rather than 
brick or stone , but the trace (g round plan)-and the principJe
remained the same. 

This is true also of siege warfare. A hundred years after the 
death of Vauban, sieges were being co nducted in the Spanish 
peninsula exactly as he prescribed, and a glance at any military 
map of the siege of SevastopoJ in 1854-55, the approaches to 
Battery Wagner in Cha rle sto n Harbor in 1863, or the works 
th rown up by the Japanese at Port Arthur in 1904, will reveal 
that Vauban's principles were still applicable in the modern era. 
His Manual shou ld be read therefore not only for the light it 
throws upon military operations in the eighteenth century but 
also because of hi s persistent influence upon fortification and 
siegecrafl. 

Vauban's influence is also evident in the writings of Frederick 
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the Great. who applied these same rules of siegecraft to tactics 
and strategy in the field . To frederick the attack in battle was 
s imilar to the atl""ck against a modern fortress: 

An yone In a s iege thinks of begi nning not with the third parallel. \Jut 
with the fir st. Provision depot s nre IBid out and all the work s that are 
pushed forward musl be supported by those in the rear. Similarly. in 
ballies. the only good disposit ions are those that provide mutual 
s upport . where a corps of troops never is ris ked a ll alone bul is 
constantly supported by the olhen." 

Frederick would treat st ralegy in the same way. ad vancing 
me thodica ll y with a river. a mountain chain . or a line of 
for tresses serving the same purpose as Vauban's parallels, each 
sure s tep bringing hi s army closer to the object of hi s plan of 
campaign. which he compared to the breach in the enemy's wall s . 
Above all. fred erick contended, avoid making a deep penetration 
into enemy terri tory with an arm y or even with a detachment-to 
do so is as fa tal as to rush an enem y fortress without rirst laying 
siege to the place. esta bli shing parallels to bring the guns close 
enough to blast a breach in the fortress walls, and moving troops 
forward in relative safety toa point from which they can ru sh the 
breach. 

Frederick is best known for hi s Military In s lruclions, which he 
wrote ea rl y in his military ca ree r. before the close of the Silesian 
Wars (1740-45). His mature thoughts arc to be found only in a 
recent trans lation of se lected writings from his collected works 
entitl ed Frederick the Creal on the Art of War (1966). Here we 
find frederick's views on mobilit y. discipline and firepower, his 
peaceti me experiments with new tactica l forms a nd maneuve rs, 
his penetrating analysis in 1759 of the changi ng Austrian 
methods of waging war. and his belated recognition of the ne w 
role of a rtill ery and the growing importance of intrenched camps 
in what is probably hi s most s ignifi can t work. "Elemen ts of 
Cas lrame tation nnd Tactics" (1770) .18 

Frederick wrote more to clarify hi s own thoughts than to 
contribute ideas to ours, and he never presented his ideas in a 
unified system. Nevertheless hi s views are essential to any 
understanding of eighteenth-century warfare. and none of the 
others Na poleon considered Great Captains-Alexander. Hanni
bal. Caesar, Gustavus Adolphus. Prince Eugene. or even 
Turenne-has enabled us to share his thoughts and the motives 
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underlying his actions . Napoleon himse lf never wrote fully on 
the subjec t of war. Although the thirty~ lwo vo lumes of his 
published Correspondonce contain a wealth of information on 
tactics , strategy. organization, logistics. command, and the 
military occupat ion of conquered territories, Napoleon's 
th oughts on these subjects are ge nerall y expressed with some 
specific situation in mind. 

In contrast. The Military Maxims of Napoleon 1? is nothing 
morc than a collection of random th oughts expresser! by 
Napoleon at S1. Helena (1815-21 ) and co mpiled by an admiring 
ge neral. We do not know the basis for Ge nera l Burnod's 
selections. whether he chose passages thai seemed to him an 
honest reflection of Napoleon's views or whether he selected 
those maxims-some of them out of context-that he thought 
would have las ting value. In any event the Military Moxims 
represent Napoleon's Final thoughts rather than his reactions 10 
military situations as he confront ed them over a period of twenty 
years. If reod on the heels of Frederick's Militory Inslruclions, 
which appeared ncar the beginning of an eve n longer career,the 
reader can easily exaggerate the differences between the two 
generals. In many respects Napoleon's earlier thoughts on such 
subjects as artillery represent a logical extension of Frederick's 
last views on the s ubj ec t. 

Napoleo n's Military Maxims were quickly translated into 
German, English, Spanish, and It a lian , and in one form or 
anothe r they permeated the formal education of most soldiers in 
the nineteenth century. Stonewall Ja ckson always ca rried a copy 
in the Field. Others were introduced to Napoleon's maxims 
through secondary works like Henry Halleck's Elements of 
Military Art ond Science (1846), P. L. MacDougall's Theory of 
War (l8S6), Sir Edward Hamley's Operations of War (18661 , and 
a host of lesser bul simila r works that attempted to recast the 
great campaigns of history into a mold formed by the principles 
of Napoleon and hi s worthy opponent. the Archduke Charles. 

The most celebruted and influential s tudent of Napoleon's 
generalship was of course Baron Henri Jomini. who in numerous 
books endeavo red to distill from Napo leon's campaigns the 
essence of his ta ctical and particularly of his st rategical 
doctrine. Napo leon's greatness as a commander resu lted above 
all from his preeminence in the field of stra tegy, and it was not 
until his day that military writers began to think in strategic 
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terms. Jomini was the first 10 grasp the significance of 
Napo leon's new methods and the principles underlying his 
actions: indeed. it was jomini who gave to the nine teenth centu ry 
a working definition of strategy. Originally the lerm was taken 
to mean "the science of military movement beyond the visual 
circle of the enemy, or out of cannon shot," but jomini expanded 
it to Signify "the art of bringing the greatest part of the forces of 
an army upon the important poin t of the theater of wa r. or of a 
zone of operations."11 and so it was understood by the ge nerals 
who guided the armies in the American Civil War and the 
German wars for unification. 

Indeed. Jomin i commanded the field of military theo ry to such 
an extent in the nineteenth cent ury that no student of military 
hi sto ry can dis regard either his ideas or influence. The claim that 
our Civil War generals surged in to battle with a sword in one 
hand and a copy of Jomi ni in the other is a naive but pardonable 
exaggeration: whet her or not mos t offi ce rs in 1661 were familiar 
with the writings of Jomi ni. nearly all of them initially shared his 
fundamental assumptions abou t tacti cs. Formal instruction in 
military art and science at West Point had been based largely 
upo n the study of Napoleon ic warfare as analyzed in the 
writings of Jomini and hi s America n pu pil s. and the ideal battle 
in the mind of the ave rage gene ral in 1861 probably differed little 
from the classic Napoleon ic formula. The dri ll manuals in use at 
that time prepared each arm for its role in the kind of battle 
envisaged by Jomini , and it required several campaigns before 
most Civil War tacticians could appreciate the facl that 
American terrain, increased firepowe r, and a faulty organization 
made it impossible to fight the kind of bailie described so 
ent ici ngly in the pages of Jomini or Halleck. 

The railroad, telegroph. and steamboat we re s imilarly 
destined to change the dimensions of Jomini's strategy. but here 
the transition was far less abrupt. jomini wo uld have been 
delighted with l.ee·s genera lship during the Seven Days' battles. 
when the Confedera te commande r tried "to th row by strategic 
movements the mass of his army upon the communications of the 
enemy" (a cherished principle of Jomini l. and where McClellan. 
in changing his line of commu nica ti ons to Harrison's Landing. 
had pu ll ed orr the type of maneuver Napoleon himself had 
desc ribed as "one of the most skillful of mili tary maneuvers,"l\1 
And sure ly he would have been delighted with Jackson's Valley 
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campaign, in many respects an "instant replay" of Napoleon's 
early campaigns in Italy whe n it came to the exp loita ti on of 
"interior lines," 

But what sense could jomini have made of Gra nt 's unorthodox 
move ments before Vicksburg, when he de li berately disregarded 
lamini's one great principle: "To throw by strategic movemen ts 
the mass of an army ... upon th e decisive poin ts of a theater of 
war, and also upon the co mmunications of the enemy as much as 
possib le without compromis ing one's Qwn."20 How would he 
have reac ted to Sherma n's march through Georgia. or explained 
away the facl that in 1862 and 1863 Lee occasionally had vio lated 
, ami ni's principles and s till ha d managed to win convinci ng 
victories? Gra nted that Jomini recognized that every maxim has 
its exceptions, the fact remains that the batt les of the Civil War 
were won by genera ls who wro te their ow n rules. 

And in 1866 the Prussian ge nerals took further liberties with 
Jomini's ma xims. "Let histo ry and principles go to the devil!" one 
of them s norted when co nfron ted by an unexpected situation a 
few days before the crucial bil ttl e at Koniggratz. "After all. wha t 
is th e problem?"21 Moltke himself described s trat egy as 
"common sense applied to the a rt of war," and his formula for 
victory was simple: seek out and destroy the enem y army with 
supe ri or forces made available by mobilizat ion of the nation's 
manpower. meticu lous peacetime planning, and the we ll 
developed Germa n rail system. The military studen t may 
understand Napoleon's campaigns aher reading Jomini. but the 
Swiss theorist could eas il y distort a person's view of the Civil 
War a nd would be of no help w ha teve r in exp lai ning the 
generalship of Moltke. For this the writings of Karl von 
Cla usewitz arc more instructive. 

Jomi ni and Clausewitz arc often contrasted and usually it is 
Jomini who suffers by co mparison. This is manifestly unfair. for 
eac h w rot e with a quite diffe rent purpose in mind and each has 
co ntributed uniquely to our knowledge of war. Jomini's Art of 
War is a sys tema ti c treatise on st rategy; Cla usewitz's On Wor is 
essentia ll y a philosophical inquiry into the phenomenon of mass 
st ruggle . lomini seeks 10 exp lain, Clausewil z to explore. You 
cou ld probably compare both of them to instructors you have 
seen in the classroom. Jomini is the lecturer concerned with 
explaining his materia l in weU-o rgan ized. practical lessons. 
Clausewit z. on th e o the r hand. is the ivory-towered scholur 
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constantly wrestling with some challenging and perhaps 
insoluble problem, in the classroom as well as in his book-lined 
study. Jomini is popular for the tidy lectures he de li vers year 
aUer year (every frat ernit y has a set of his notes. often ye llow 
with age but still helpful in the course). Clausewitz is constantly 
fumbling for his notes. never seems well-organ ized. and rarely if 
eve r completes hi s course because he is perpetually adding new 
material. You can feel comFortable with Jomini; Clausewitz will 
remind you of your own inadequacies. You leave Jomini 
co nvinced that you have mastered "the course," but probably not 
until you are an old grad will you ap precia te the wisdom of the 
old Prussian professor. Jomin i seemed relevant at the time. but 
as the years pass. and conditions change. and as your intcrests 
and res pons ibilities grow. it is probably some passage from 
Clausewil z that will march to your assis tance when needed. for 
Clausewitz did not look for any fixed laws or principles. and his 
co nclus ions therefore were less exposed than the maxims of 
Jomi ni to the progressive totalitarianism of wa rfare and the 
acceleration of technical invention in indust rial society. 

Clausewitz made a profound impression upo n the Prussian 
army. Contending that wa r properly belonged to the province of 
chance rathe r than calcu lat ion, he conv inced a generation of 
Prussian generals that the overriding aim in war should be the 
destruction of the enemy's armed forces and that this w~s best 
achieved through the offensive, provided the army enjoyed the 
edge in numbers and moral and inte llectual forces. He did not 
leave behind a rational sys tem of maxims such as those 
expounded by Jomini, but hi s pcnctrating ins ights into thc 
nature of modern war helped to educatc the judgment of Moltke 
and his disciples . and Moltkc's doctrine as it was understood and 
app li ed aftcr 1871 was bui lt upo n the founda ti on laid originally 
by Clausewitz. 

This is not to say that Clausewitz was completely understood 
even in his own army. Gcrman generals. gene rous always in thc 
lip service they paid to his theories, often tended to ove rl ook. if 
not deliberately ove rturn , hi s bas ic premise that war is an 
instrument of policy. Moltke. for example. insisted that strategic 
co nsiderations should determine policy in lime of war. And 
Princc Kraft Hohcnlohe, one of the most respected German 
theorists in the late nineteenth century. insisted that natio nal 
policy must go hand in hand with strategy, w hich places him 
closer to LudendorH than Clausewitz in this respect. 

Even in the purely military sphere. the med itative ideas of 
Clausewitz have served many in terests ove r the yea rs. f or 
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instance. convinced that "battle is the only argume nt in war, 
therefore the onl y cnd that must be given to strategica l 
operatio ns,"Z2 the future Mars hal Foch responded to those 
passages in Clauscwitz that seemed to reflect his own belie fs. A 
generation was convinced that the nex t war would be an 
immense armed drama. beginning w ith the mobi li zatio n of vas t 
armies , their s trategic deployment a long the frontie rs. and then a 
rapid and sustained advance to those bloody acres where victory 
would follow shorl . vio lent combat. Clauscwit1. did indeed 
appear as the prophet if not the uncompromising advocate of 
total war. It would be stra nge if he had not evoked this brutal 
response . 

But read On Wor with di fferent assu mpti ons in mind, read 
Clausewitz for what lig ht he ca n cast upon ou r recen t expe rience 
in Viet nam, and a quite differe nt se t of passages will s nap to 
atte ntion: "The probab le characte r a nd ge nera l shape of any war 
should mainly be assessed in the light of po li tica l factors and 
conditions." Clausewitz points to sig ni ficant dirferences be· 
tween wars: "Every age has its own kind of war, its own limiting 
conditions and its own peculiar preconceptions."n and he has 
something re leva nt to say abou t the peculiarities of war in our 
time. the re lationship between war and po litics, eve n th e 
dis tin ction between limit ed and tota l war. Li ke Machiave lli or 
Plalo, he can always rewa rd the thoughtful reade r a lthough his 
speculations, li ke the irs. are eas il y distorted. 

After 1871 the military world was inundated with tech nica l 
and theoretical lite rature. New professiona l journa ls gave 
sold iers everywhere an oppo rtun ity to air their views; new 
military schools stimulated the stu dy of war and gave direct ion 
to doctrine; revised tactical ma nua ls tried in vai n to keep pace 
with techno logical change; and even military history became the 
captive of historical sectio ns of th e various genera l starrs or else 
served as a vehicle to prove the va lid it y of some particular poi nt 
of view. The unwary reader who picks up a ca mpa ign history 
written any time between 1871 and 19 14 wo uld do we ll to 
remember Bronsa rt vo n Schell endorf's observa ti on. " It is well 
know n that mil itary hi s tory. when supe rficia ll y studied, will 
furnish a rgume nts in support of any theory or opinion."l4 
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Most of this literature was inspired by some recent develop

ment or problem and can safely be se t aside by today's soldier 
without any sense of loss. A few titles, however, are worth 
remembering for the comprehensive insights they continue to 
give into the military thoughts and institutions thai dominated 
the period. Jean Colin's Transformation of War {l912), for 
example, remains indispensable for understanding the evolution 
of warfare since Napoleon. Sir Frederick Maurice's essay "War" 
(1891), which he wrote originally for the Encyclopaedia 
Britannica, contains a useful annotated bibliography of the best 
of the military literature produced in the nineteenth century. 
Spencer Wilkinson, The Brain of on Army {l890), is a gem that 
remains the best source for the ways in which the German 
General Staff functioned under Moltke . Elihu Root. the Ameri
can Secretary of War who was instrumenta l in founding our own 
Army War College and the general staff, has acknowledged his 
indebtedness to this unusual book. Anything by C. F. R. 
Henderson will repay reading. Henderson excelled both as 
historian and military critic. He used history to stimulate 
independent thought ra ther than to illustra te conventional 
views, and he wrote with unusual sensitivity and imagination. 
The Science of Wor (1905) is probably still the most original and 
provocative book on the development of tactics during the 
Napoleonic wars, the Civil War, the German wars for unifica
tion, and Ihe South African war, while Stonewall Jackson and 
th e American Civil War (1698) remains a military class ic, 
embodying Henderson's own views on tactics and command and 
representing a novel approach to the study of strategy. 

Probably the most complete tactical studies are Arthur 
Wagner's Organizat ion and Tactics (1895) and William Balck's 
Tactics (1697-1903). The latter is a usefu l compila tion of tacti cal 
thought and practice in the major armies of Europe. and 
illustrates the hold thatlhe Prussian campaigns against Austria 
and France had upon soldiers thirty years later. Prince Kraft zu 
Hohenlohe-ln8elfingc n's popu lar Letters on Artillery (1890), 
Letters on Covolry (1669). and Lellers on Infantry (1692). arc 
more original and less technical essays on the performances of 
the three arms in the German wars for unification. Useful 
summaries can also be fou nd in E. M. Lloyd. A Review of the 
His tory of lnfonlry (1908). George T. Denison, A History of 
Ca va lry t191:J} and A. F. Becke.An Inlroduclion to the His tory of 
Tactics. 1740-1905 (1909). 

In the field of milit ary history . in contrast to the theoretical 
and technica l literature. Hans Delbruck 's History of Ihe Arl of 
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War (1900-19201 s till stands in Ine front rank . The fir s t volume 
was published appropriately in 1900, fOf Delbriick 's work is at 
once 8 synthesis of Ihe best military and historicallitcr<llurc of 
Ihe nineteenth century and a hold first step in the direction of a 
morc sophisticated and scholarly brand of military history . 

Delbruck shared Clausewitz's interest in thc relationship 
between war and politics . and indeed in many respects his 
research on the links between the slate and tactics and strategy 
from the time of the Creeks until Frederick and Napoleon lend to 
confirm the morc selective observations of Clausewitz. He did 
not, however, agree with what Ihe enthusiastic disciples of 
Clausewitz were writing about the total nature of modern 
warfare. Whereas most profes<;ional soldiers. at least on the 
continent, were advocating a strategy of annihilation by the end 
of the century [and distorting much of what Clausewitz hod to 
say in the process), Delbruck advocated what he called a 
strategy of exhaustion. For his study of the campaigns of 
Pericles, Belisarius , Wallenstein, Gustavus Adolphus and 
Frederick the Great revealed that battle was not necessarily the 
only payoff in war: It was but one of several means to the end, 
that being the achievement of the political objectives of the war. 
Great commanders like Alexander, Caesar, and Napoleon had 
aimed at the complete military subjection of the enemy, and most 
soldiers in Delbruck's day were similarly committed to the 
doctrine that the enemy army was the main object of strategy 
and that there was no alternative to the decisive battle. Delbruck 
outraged conventional military opinion by constantly pointing 
to campaigns and wars where the destruction of a detachment, 
skillful maneuver, and a successful blockade or siege were 
likewise effective in bringing a war to a successful conclusion. 

The reader today will not be so much interested in Delbruck's 
debates with the German General Staff over stratcgles of 
exhaustion and of annihilation as in Delbriick's unusual 
approach to the study of military history . What he can best learn 
from Delbriick is that military history is but one of many 
branches in history: It has the same values. the same shortcom
ings. and to be understood properly it must be studied in much 
the same way. Delbruck maintained that thc value of military 
history was enhanced when it was treated as but one of many 
branches of history thai "flow together ... and cross-fertilize 
one another,"~6 which probably explains why he was the first to 

U 1I0nl Otlbtllck. ~hkhl' cr., K';..,'.UnOi ,m lIa hrn~n d., poJlI'Kh.n ~ ... h"h t •. 4 ...,1 •. 11I<r hn. 
1-.I,UjI Col W.I '~, t Ronl, ... of th. MIIoI.ry A ... I.my ha.reunllycompl ••• d h; ... .,.n.nl tru.I •• lon 
Dlth. lir .. volu",," .. "h Ih~ olh ... h. rnllo .. 1I",,,,y IIf the Atl 01 Wot Wllh.n ,'''' Ftom.""o,~ of Pol,t.cal 
'''",olY (W.,'!"" ' . Conn G'ftnw""d P ..... 1815). qu"' ."on Itbm " 11 



The Great MilltlrY Historians and Philosophers " 
establish military hislory as a respectable academic di sc ipline . 

The reader will also benefil from Delbriick's methodology, for 
by combining meticulous resea rch with the practi ca l military 
knowledge of his own day he demoli shed many of the legends 
that survived antiquity. Thus when Herodotus claimed Ihal the 
Athenians charged into the Persians at Marathon afl er running 
for some 1,500 meters, Delbruck consulted his own experience as 
a reserve officer and the most recent pamphlets on military 
training and tactics befo re s tati ng this to be a physical 
impossibi lit y. A large unit in his own day could cove r a t most 150 
meters at a run durin g maneu vers (Pruss ian regulations in fact 
permitted the soldier with all field equipment to run for only two 
minutes. or 350 meters). From his s tud y of Creek society he knew 
that the Athenian army comprised men of fifty as we ll as youths 
in their prime, and personal experience taught him that a closed 
mass (the Creek phalanx) runs with much more diffi culty than 
an individual. Finally, an incident in the 1864 war between 
Prussia and Denmark provided a useful example of what can 
happen when a body of troops enters hand to hand combat after a 
forced run of 400 paces. He rejected therefore the version of 
Herodotus, and a personal study of the terrain enabled him to 
revise the traditional version so that it might make more sense to 
the modern soldier. 

He similarly used his knowledge of demography and of 
Persian and C reek society to demonstrat e that instead of being 
outnumbered six to one , the Athenians probably fought the 
battle with something approaching even odds. Only then. he 
contended , do the tact ical decisions of both commanders make 
the sligh test sense. Delbriick's method enab led him to reject the 
story that len years later the Persians retu rned with an arm y of 
4,200,000 men! Instead of merely scaling down the numbers to a 
more reasonable figure . which mos t modern historians ha ve 
done , Delbruck shows why Ihis too was an absolute impossibili
ty: 

An army corps of 30.000 covers. in the Germoll march order. :wme 14 
miles. withoul its ~upply trllin. The march column of Ihe Persians would 
therefore ha ve been 2.000 mile. long. and when the head of the column 
was arriving before Thermopylae.the end of the column might have been 
just marching out ... on the far side of the Tigris.'" 

In this manner Dclbriick worked hi s way th rough 2,300 years of 
militar y hi s tory . providing fresh insight s on fami liurcampaigns 
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and leaving behind a work that is as valuable today as when it 
was first written. 

No survey of military literature can ignore Adm. Alfred 
Thayer Mahan. who approached the past with an entirely 
different point of view than Delbruck. Mahan treated the history 
of sea power as "largely a military history," and he searched the 
period from 1660 to 1815 for "inferences applicable to one's own 
country and serv ice," Jomini provided his methodology, 81· 
though he was a far better historian tha n the Swiss pundit. 
Mahan's principles of naval strategy are comparable to , amini's 
maxims for land warfare; bot h believed that "t he organized 
forces of the enemy are ever the chief objective," and Mahan 
shared Jomini's faith in the validity of unchanging principles. 
"The battles of the past." he claimed. "succeeded or failed 
according as they were fought in conformity with the principles 
of war." Z1 

Because Mahan wrote didactic history . it really makes little 
diHerence which of his books on the influence of sea powe r one 
reads: The lessons will be the same. The Influence of Seo Powe r 
Upon History, 1660-1783, which appeared in 1890, and its 
sequels dealing with the wars of the French Revolutio n. 
Napoleon, and the war of 1812, had a profound influence upon 
both naval theory and histo ry. Mahan constantly applied his 
principles to co ntemporary military and commercial contro l of 
the seas. Because he made the past speak to the present in 
meaningful terms, his theories became immense ly popular not 
only in the United States, then emerging as a major naval and 
colonial power, but also in Germany and England, where there 
was an intense interest in naval power. No American military 
writer-and few American autho rs in any fie ld-can match his 
international reputation. Mahan found naval history "a record of 
battles, and left it as a subject that was intimately connected 
with foreign policy and the genera l history of the nation state."IB 

Works devoted to strategy before 1914 are disappointing and 
surprisingly lacking in origi na lity. In The Development of 
Strategical Science During the 191h Century (1904). Rudolf von 
Caemmerer traces the influence of Clausewilz. Jomini and 
Moltke but deadens the interes t of the student in the process. 
After 1871 strategy became pragmatic and nationa li zed as mos t 
writers turned away from the pure ly theoretical and focussed 
attention upon specific problems that their respective military 

l' 1\ T M.han. The InfJ".nc~"f S"" P" ... e, Upon H»lory 1~60-118J !Bo.I~n; tiule.lI,o wn. LBOO1. FF L. 
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forces faced. Strategy also became increasingly domina ted by 
tactics. which is suggested by the title of one of Ge nera l Jules 
LewaJ's treatises. Strategic de Combal (1895). According to 
Lewal. familiar definitions seemed to have lost their meani ng; 
cld rules could not be extended to cover the new conditions 
created by the ra ilroad. telegraph. mass army. and modern 
weapons. "The unexpectancy of combat is inev itab le, and in 
view of this fact he who invokes the memory of the glorious 
maneuvers that led to Marengo. Austerlitz and lena is open to 
censure .... Now one arrives on the ground and one fight s there: 
that is the war of the future."zi As the alliance structu re and arms 
race increased internationallensions and limited the options of 
strategy, the significant work in the £ield was inevitably directed 
toward the elaborate plans produced in the operations sections 
of the various general staffs. German strategic thought fina ll y 
came to rest in the much publicized Schlieffen plan. while the 
spirit of the offensive that domi nated French military thought by 
the turn of the century found its ultimate expression in the ill
fated Plan XVII. 

There are some excellen t s tudies of the so ldier in modern 
battle. In his famous Bottle St udies (1880). Ardant du Picq 
examined the Latin classics to gain fresh unders tanding of men 
and morale in ancient combat. which he then applied to modern 
battl e. By the use of a questionnaire which he sent to many of his 
fellow officers, he acquired much the same kind of data on the 
behavior of soldiers in the Crimean War and the Italian War of 
1859 that S. L. A. Marshall was later to glean from his extensive 
afte r-ac tion interviews in World War 11 . Korea . and Vietnam. 

The infantryman of World War I is the subject of Lord Moran's 
fascina ting account of his medical experiences on the Wes tern 
Front , The Anatomy of Courage (1945) . Easily over looked. this 
book should be required reading for all who would understand 
what men went through in the trench war of 1914- 18. More 
recently John Baynes has investigated the morale of the front 
line soldier in a work entitled Morale: A St ud y of Men and 
Co urage (1967). Commencing with the 2d Battalion of the 
Cameronians in 1914. he follows the men of hi s father's old unit 
through the battle of Neuve Chapelle. 

By far the most stimulating study of human behavior in battle 
is John Keegan's The Face of Bottle (1976). This is not just 
anot her book about battles. Keegan has re-created the fighting at 
Agi ncourt (1415). Waterloo (1815). and the Somme (1916) to 
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demonstrate how soldiers have reacted 10 three sorts of 
weapons, namely Ihc sword and lance. the musket, and the 
machine gun and poiso n gas . How did men in such varied 
circumstances "con trol the ir fea rs, sta unch their wou nds. go 10 

their deaths"? Unlike the oth ers, Keegan is not a profess ional 
soldier nor has he seen comba t. bu t he has made brilli ant use of 
his sources, and his app roach will influence the thinki ng of any 
serious scholar interested in bailie. 

Any soldier who takes his profession seriously will benefit 
from these s tu dies. for as Napoleon reminds us, "mora le makes 
up three quarte rs of the ga me." "Remember a lso," Adm iral Fa r
ragut advised his son. " th at one of t he requ isi te s tudi es for an 
orfice r is man." and Genera l Geo rge S. Patton. Jr .. wrote long 
before hi s name became a household word. "wars may be fought 
with weapons. but they a re won by men."30 

For the problems inherent in the mass army. the curious 
student wou ld be well advised to browse through Gene ral 
Friedrich vo n Bernhardi's On War of To-doy (1912). Written only 
three years before the outbreak of war in 1914. this work gives 
probably the bes t insight into the assu mptions th at guided 
soldiers into the first battles. In two surprisingly readab le 
volu mes. Bernhardi probes the secrets of modern war-the 
re lation of force to numbers. tech nical ap pliances. march 
techn iques. supplies and lines of comm unica tion. prin ciples of 
command. and the essentia l elemen ts of su periority in war. His 
discussion of military operations includes fortress warfare and 
nava l wa rfa re. His mistakes a re the mistakes of the generals who 
fought the First World War. but it is always well to re mind 
ou rse lves that had the Germa ns won the first battle of the 
Marne-and it was a near thing at that-mili tary writers like 
Bernhardi would probably be honored as prophets today. 

World War I produced a flood of analy tical lit eratu re. muc h of 
it prophetic. about the nature a nd shape of wars to come. Giu lio 
Douhet. an Italian artillery officer who early developed a belief 
in a ir power as the dominant factor in modern wa r. was such a 
writer. Douhet was not a lone in his observation that in a wa r of 
attrit ion it is not so much armies as whole populations that 
determine the outcome. Despite their milita ry victories. the 
Germans had eve ntua ll y suffe red a complete gene ra l co ll apse, 
which could only have happened as the res ult of "a long and 
onerous process of disintegration. mo ral and materia l. of an 
essential nature-a process w hic h came about almost independ
ently of the purely military conduct of the war." 

3(\ r . ... Nul ond I" " un ... quoled In R. D Heinl. D'~II"no,y 0/ M. III ",y and Naval Qua lo" "n •. p. \7'. 
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According to Douhet. the airplane cou ld strike an enemy far 

behind his forti£ied lines without every having to repeat the 
ghastly assau lt s seen on eve ry front in the 1914- 18 war. In the 
future a massive air assault agai ns t enemy population centers 
would destroy civil ian morale and hence win the war. Command 
of the air was as fundamental in his thinking as command of the 
sea had been to Mahan. and while he urged that the military, 
naval, and air forces should be "thoroughly co-ordinated." he 
insisted upon an independent air force which could "always 
operate in mass." And once this independent air force had won 
command of the air, "it s hou ld keep up viole nt, uninterrupted 
action against surface objectives, to the end tha t it may crush the 
ma terial and moral resistance of th e enemy."31 

Douhet's th eories may seem old hat to the milit ary reader 
famil ia r with th e grea t bomber offensives of the Second World 
War and the more recen t experiences in Korea and Vietnam, 
although few informed soldiers today would share Douhet's 
faith that civilian morale and even enemy ground forces could be 
destroyed as easily as bridges and buildings. But Douhet makes 
good reading. both for his insights into the nature of the First 
World War and the reasoning that led him to believe complete ly 
in the victory of air power in any future conflict. 

There is. however, a pitfall here that is by no means unique to 
Douhel. The casua l reader of hi story often is likely to assu me a 
cause and effect rela ti ons hip between a n idea tha t is forcefully 
a rticu lated and some subsequen t eve nt. While Douhet undoubt
edly reinforced the argume nts of apostles of air power in oth er 
countries, his book. unlike those of Mahan, did not change the 
direction of military thinking. The United States Army aherall 
had its own Billy Mitchell. and the printed evidence makes it 
clear that Douhet had no influence upon British doctrines of air 
bombardment that evolved bet ween the two wars. The complete 
version of Command of th e Air was not eve n translated into 
English until 1942. 

The nextlwo writers whose books belong on the shelf of any 
well educated officer arc deserved ly recognized as prophets 
who, short ly bero re their dea ths. had won high honor even in 
their own country. I. F. C. Fuller and B. H. Liddell Hart are easily 
the most prolific. controversial, and influential military writers 
produced by the First World War. LiFelong students or war. they 
dedi cated themselves to the cause or army re£orm and mechani-

31 Ciullo !louhOl. T~~ ('.<>mmanJ ,,( rh~A" IN .... Vo.k eo .. -o,d·Mce.nn 1HZ!. pp 12'·29. 1~ 1 FI", 
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zalian. They at templed to find order in history as a realistic basis 
for their theories; between them they developed the concept of 
Blitzkrieg, which made them true revolutionaries. 

Liddell Hart bears a s triking resemblance to Jomini . Both were 
interested primarily in s trat egy. both assumed that their 
historical studies cou ld be hoiled down to a few basic principles 
valid in all times and under most situations, both were addicted 
to method and fond of coining words (Jomini is responsible for 
logistics. Liddell Hart for boiled gambi!. alternative objectives. 
and the strategy of indirect approach). Above all. hoth believed 
in their theories to the extent that they taught the same lessons 
throughout their long and prolific careers. It is a lmost true that if 
you have read one book by Jomini yo u have read them all, while 
Liddell Hart's celebrated strategy of indirect approach provides 
a consistent theme in practically every one of his writings after 
aboul 1928. 

Both theorists, incidentally, prided themselves on the influ 
ence they exerted from time to time on military policy and 
strategy. Jomini was an adviser to the Russian Tsar and 
probably more than any other indi vidual was responsible for the 
French strategy in the waror 1859 against Austria. Liddell Hart 's 
advice was solicited by several governments and frequently by 
friends in high places within the Briti sh military and political 
establishment. As a theorists, military correspondent. hi s torian , 
and reformer he exerted a powerful influence upon military 
developments throughout his active life. 

Fuller on the oth er hand may be compared with Clausewitz. He 
was interested more in the phenomenon of war than in the 
elements of stratey. He too approached the subjec t philosophi
cally, relying upon Hegel rather than Kant and. like Clausewitz, 
Fuller never completely synthesized his dissonant and roving 
thoughts on wa r. The Conduct of Wor (1961) represents his 
mature reflections on war and policy. but it does not show the 
unconvent iona l staff officer wrestling with our modern princi
ples of war (which he recovered. incidentally, from the 
Correspondance of Napoleon). searching out solutions to 
military problems aggravated by industrialization, orcndeavor
ing to comprehend the uni versal meaning of war as a scientist. 
social scienti st, philosopher, and historian. Here perhaps Fuller 
would differ from Clausewitz. for his writings have a basic 
integrity that transcends the worth-or the weakness-of any 
single volume. whereas the essence ofClausewitz is contained, if 
nat necessarily in final form. in On War. 

Si nce between them Fuller and Liddell Hart wrote some sixty 
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to seventy volumes. it is possib le here only to suggest those that 
are more representative of their thought-or provocative in 
stimulating the thought of others . On Future War (1928) more 
than any other single hook imparts the spirit of Fuller's inquiries 
in the 1920s. when he was strugg ling to formulate a theory of 
mechanized warfare and at the same time to induce the British 
army to catch up with the march of technical civilization. 
Armoured Warfare {1943}. known originally as Lectures on Field 
Service Regulations III {1931}. remains his most important wo rk 
on mechanization. Although most of Fuller's basic ideas were 
realized in the Blitzkricg of 1940 a nd the subsequcnt campaigns 
in North Africa. the reader should remember that he wrote before 
1931 and that significant improvements we re made in both tanks 
and aircraft before his theories could be put to the test of war. 
The Army in My Time (1935) shows Fuller at his irreverent best 
(or worst. depending upon the degree to which one associates 
himself with the Establishment). Belter than any other s ingle 
work. this book gives Fuller's devastating criticisms of the 
institutions and leaders of the British Army from the BoerWar to 
the time of his retirement. None of Fuller's books merited 
attention as history until he produced his monumental three
volume Decisive BOllles of the Western World and Their 
Influence upon History (first ed ition. 1940) . After the Second 
World War he was less interested than before in using history us 
a vehicle to carry his own theories to the public. 

Liddell Hart's Great Captains Unveiled (1927) prov ides a 
fascinating glimpse of the actions of Chenghis Khan. Saxe, 
Gustavus Adolphus. Wallenste in , and Wolfe; it also reveals the 
thought of the author as he sought to apply certain lessons from 
history to military prob lems of his own day . This book 
effectively illustrates the use of historical analogies in the 
evo lution of armored warfare . His biog raphy of Shermon (1929) 
remains the best military study of Sherman's campaigns. but it is 
of even greater importance in tracing the development of Liddell 
Hart's own theories. In the process of writing this volume. 
Liddell Hart first worked ou t the elements of his stra tegy of 
indirect approach, which he then developed by searching history 
for proof of the va lidity of his theo ries. Strategy (first edition, 
1954). perhaps his best-known work today . is the last of a long 
line of philosophical (rather than s trictly hi s torical) wo rks 
illustrating by well-chosen examples the successful application 
of the strategy of indi rec t approach. His good friend and admirer. 
Field Marshal Archibald P. Wavell. once chided him gently for 
searching for "the milit ary philosopher's stone" and suggested 
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ra th er sly ly that wit h his int elli ge nce a nd com mand of the pen , 
Liddell Hart co uld have writt en jus t as co nv inci ngly o n the 
s tra tegy of the d irect a pproac h. Th e Briti sh Way in War (1 93Z) 
and Thoug ht s on War (1944) con tain Liddell Ha rt's rc rl cetio ns on 
nea rl y eve ry aspec t o f war; The Tonk s (1959) is a su perb hi story 
o f the evo luti on of the la nk , the development o f a theo ry of 
mecha ni zed w arfare. a nd th e role of the Ro ya l Tank Co rps in 
World Wa r II. The Ghos t of No polcon {1933} . w hi ch Wa vell once 
descr ibed as "an excell en t mental irrita nt ," is a p ro voca tive 
seri es of lec tures on militar y th ought in the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centures, a nd The Rea l War 1914 -1918 (1930) 
remains o ne of th e finest s ingle volu mes on World War I. Unlike 
the g rea t ma jo rit y of earli er write rs . both Fu ller and Liddell Hart 
wro te a u tob iogra phies that con ta in not on ly the essence o f the ir 
res pec ti ve theori es. but also a reveali ng gli mpse of the t ri al s an d 
tribu la ti ons of the milit a ry reforme r. 
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Military History 
to the End of the 
Eighteenth Century 
Theodore Ropp 

MILITARY history's peaks are its great wars, battles, and 
captains. Underneath are the strata which relate them to 
polit ica l. socioeconomic, and technological developmen ts. The 
military hi sto ry of the long years from the first appearance of 
primitive man to the deat h of Frede rick Ihe Crea t in 1786 may be 
broken down into four gene ral periods. The earliest is the 
millennia before 1000 B.C. when our First civilizations began 
competing wit h one another. The following s ixteen centu ries 
cover the Iron Age empires from Assyria to Rome; eight more , 
from 600 to 1400. be long to ou r Middle Ages, and the fi nal fou rfi t 
our early gu npowder era. 

Over 2,400 years ago thc Greek historian Herodotus wrote his 
History of the Persian Wars (c. 444 B.C.) so that "men's acti ons 
may not be effaced by time, nor the great and wonderous deeds" 
of "Creeks and barbarians deprived of renown" and to show "for 
what causes they waged war upon each other" (p. 1 of translation 
li sted in bibliog rap hy). A cen tury later and thousands of mil es 
distant, the Chinese philosopher Sun Tzu taught thai "war is a 
matter of vita l importance to the s tate; the province of life and 
death .... It is mandatory that it be thoroughly studied" (The 
Arl of War, p. 63). Since that time men have written at length 
about the great wars, battles, and capta ins and have tried with 
varying success to relate them to the political. social. economic, 
and technological deve lopments of each era. Most have recag· 
nized the limitations as well as the advantages of such work. It is 
difficu lt to imagine wha t made an eightcenth ·centu ry redcoat 
right or how his government worked, and even harder to 
understa nd the motives of a Creek hoplite or his Persian foe. 
Thus , while political scientists may usefully apply historical 
insights to present problems, the complexities of such transfer· 
ences should not be underestimated. 

Dr. Ropp [Ph.D .. Hllrvard). Professor of ~I isto r y al Duke University, is the 
mentor of many leading American military historians. His works include Wor rn 
the Modern World. Dr. Ropp wrote 1 his coni ribution whilc II visiting profcssor lit 
the Army Wllr College. .. 
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General Works 

The one work thai covers Weslern military history to the death 
of Frederick the Creal is Oliver L. Spaulding. Jr., Hoffman 
Nickerson. and John W. Wright's Warfare: A Study of Military 
Methods from the Earliest Times (1939). Thomas R. Phillips's 
(ed.) Roots of Strategy (19401 is equally useful. although the 
author lert out Vegetius's books on fortification and naval 
operations as "of interest only to military antiqua rians," The 
writings of Sun Tzu, Vegetiu8. Maurice de Saxe. and Frederick 
go very well with the Spaulding, Nickerson. and Wright text. 
Lynn Montross's War Through the Ages (1960) is fine battle 
history. Richard A. Presion, Sidney F. Wise. and Herman O. 
Werner's shorter Men in Arms: A History of Warfare and its 
Interrelationships with Westcrn Society (1970) is a better s tud y 
of the underlying factors of war. The best general reference work 
is R. Ernest and Trevor N. Dupuy's, Encyclopedia of Military 
History from 3500 B.C. (0 (he Prcsent (1970). Half of its 1,400 
pages cover the years before 1800. Each regionally oriented 
chrono logical chapter begins by su rveying ge neral trends; the 
battle descriptions. maps. and line drawings are excellent. 
Viscount Montgomery of Alamein's History of Warfare (1968) is 
the best illustrated genera l work. Two-thirds of it carries the 
story to 1789: the author's quirks are most apparent in his 
treatment of the later period. The narrative docs not quite match 
the quality of J. F. C. Fuller's Military History of the Western 
World (1954). an expansion of his 1940 Decisive Battles: Thcir 
lnflucnce upon History and Civilization. Frank A. Kiernan. Jr .. 
and John K. Fairbank (eds.) cover Chinese Ways in Warfarc 
(1974), and Bernard and Fawn Brodie's little From Crossbow to 
H-Bomb (1962) is the book on deliberate weapons development. 
Melvin Kranzberg and Carroll W. Pursell, Jr's. (cds.) Technology 
in Western Civilization (1967) has sections on technology and 
warfare. Maurice Dumas's (ed.) History of Technology and 
In venlion (1971) is beller on non- Western societies and cultures . 
and Thomas Wintringham's, The Story of Weapons and Tactics 
has been updated and reissued (1974). 

There is no good general military historical atlas nor any 
general survey of militar-y literature. whether defined as purely 
military or as a literary treatment of warfare. Louis C. Peltier and 
C. Etzel Pearcy's fine short Military Geogrophy (1966) is 
concerned primarily with the ways in which geography has 
affected modern strategy, tactics, and logistics. And modern 
social scientists have produced so many works on war that any 
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list would be longer than this chapter. Kenneth N. Waltz's Mon. 
the State. and War: A Theoretical Analysis (1959) classifies 
social scientists by their optimistic or pessimistic assumptions 
about men, states. and international systems. Robert Ardrey's 
Territorial Imperative {1971} is balanced by Anthony Storr's 
Human Aggression (1968) or by Leon Bramson and George W. 
Goethals , )r:s (ed.) War: Studies from Psychology, SOciology, 
Anthropology (1964) ; and John Winthrop Hackett's The Profes 
sion of Arms (1963) and Stanis lav Andreski's Military Organi
za tion and Society (first printi ng 1954) are modern class ics. 

Andreski analyzed military organizations in terms of military 
participation 'ra tios ("the proportion of militarily utilized 
individuals in the lotal population"), their subordination to 
hierarchia l authority, and in ternal cohesion. Subordination 
implies cohesion but nolthe reverse as in the case of the medieval 
crusaders. If Andreski's variables are combined with modern 
technological. politica l, and social factors. the resulting model of 
technological resources, political organization. social cohesion, 
military participation, military subordination, and weapo ns 
tech nology takes in the factors developed in Quincy Wright's 
1942 Study of War for a pioneering University of Chicago war 
seminar. Wright later helped to edit the English meteorologist 
Lewis Fry Richardson's Stolislics of Deadly Quarrels (1960), but 
his figures have been used widely without noting their shaky 
sources or extending them back to 1820, where the lack of sound 
statistics hampers studies of the role of war and armaments in 
economic development. The same problem was also faced by 
another Chicago seminar member, lohn U. Ner, whose War and 
Human Progress: An Essay on the Rise of Industrial Civilization 
(1963) questioned the existence of any symbiotic re lationsh ip 
between military conflict and human advancement. 

Weapons tend to be hard. preservable, and even magical ob
jects. Both archaeological evidence and illustrated books are 
abundant. P. E. Cleator's Weapons of War (1968), Howard 1. 
Blackmore's Arms and Armour (1965) and Firearms (1964). O. F. 
G. Hogg's Clubs 10 Connon: Warfare and Weapons before the 
Introduction of Gunpowder (1968), EJwin Tunis's Weapons: A 
Pictorial History (1954), and loseph lobe's Guns: An JJJustrated 
History (1971) are worthwhile. Romola and R. C. Anderson's The 
Soiling Sh ip (1947), R. C. Anderso n's Oared Fighting Ships 
(1962), O. F. G. Hogg's Artillery (1970). E. M. Lloyd's A Review of 
the History of Infantry (1908), George T. Denison's History of 
Cavalry (1913). Sidney Toy's History of Forlifications From 
3000 B.C. to A.D. 1700 (1955), Quentin Hughes's Military 
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Architecture (1975), and George F. Bass's (ed.) A History of 
Seafaring Based on Underwater Archaeology (1972) cover those 
subjects. 

Ralph H. Major's ralOl Partners: War and Disease (1941) is a 
story of the frustration felt by medical person nel in wartime. 
There are no good short gene ral histories of militar y medicine. 
engineering, logistics. or loog- or sho rl -range communications. 
And in spite or because of Alfred Thayer Mahan's inrluence on 
historians, this is also true for sea power, navies. and 
amphibious operations. Bjorn Landstrom's The Ship: An 
Illustrated History (1961) is. however, a useful reference on 
types of naval vessels through the ages, and Robert B. Asprey's, 
War in the Shadows (1975) tells all that you wanted to know 
ahout The Guerrilla in History. 

Primitive War and the First Civilizations 

While agriculture could usually support more people than 
hunting, food-gat hering, or herding, farmers might not be 
superior in weaponry . and hunters or herdsmen might be 
superior in righting ski ll and mobility. Harry Holbert Turney
High's classic s tu dy, Primitive War (1971). shows that better 
milita ry organization might follow an advance to agricultural 
civ ilizat ion but that organizing large-scale military operations 
was not beyond the capab iliti es of many preliterale peoples. The 
Old Stone. New Stone {Neolith ic}. Copper, Bronze, and Iron 
"stages" used by ea rl y prehistorians (arc haeologists) have in 
so me ways confused things. Polished stone or metal tools and 
weapons might be no more important to human progress than 
many other innovations. Plants and animals were domesticated 
in Southeast Asia by 1300 B.C., and copper and bronze cast there 
by 4000 B.C., but there was no breakthrough to civiliza
tion. Stuart Piggott. Ancient Europe (1965. pp. 17££.). sees 
"innovating and conserving societies" in "remote antiquity." In 
the laller "the modus vivendi for the community within its 
natural surroundings" produced "no urgent need to alter the 
situa tion" or was "too delicately adjusted ... and 100 rigidly 
co nceived" to admit of it. He contends that east Asia's uplands 
were too friendly and protected to demand further social 
innov.ation. though the technical skill of their craftsmen is still 
obse rvable. If these mailers seem far removed from Ihe problems 
of modern military historians . it may warn them against seeing 
military history as a simple tale of great captains. great slates. or 
decisive battles and technological innovations . 
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Most thrown. propelled. and hand weapons and protec tive 

devices were invented by preliterale peoples. Our protocities 
were in Ihe Near Eastern uplands . where food gathe rers 
exploited the natural grainfields and herded sheep. goats. pigs, 
and callie away from them. Cntal Huyuk in Anatolia. for 
example, hud len thousand people; its linked mudbrick house 
walls repelled attackers from 6500 to 5650 a.c. Though its 
security may have come from its being a neutral trading post or 
shrine. Ihe problems of attacking a maze of dark chambers 
accessible only by ladder from the roof are apparent in many 
later fortifications. Calal Hu yuk's people had three wheats. two 
vetches. barley. peas, and oil plants and made or traded for beer, 
wine. flints, shells, obsidian weapons and mirrors , copper, iron , 
and lead beads. and fertility objects. The challenges which 
produced the first civilizations, howe ve r, did not arise or were 
not mel in the Asian uplands bu l in Ihe fertile valleysofthe Nile. 
Tigris, Euphrates. Indus, fwd Yellow rivers. 

Irrigation made Mesopotamia . The Egyptians had the even 
more difficult task of taming the Nile 10 use ils annual gifls of 
new soil, fish protein, and an timalarial scouring. Writt en records 
we l'e probably created to predict annual rIoods. Recove ring 
landmarks and la ying out ditches and fortifications demanded 
engineers and surveyors in both areas. Mesopotamia's political 
pattern was one of small, fortifi ed, warring cities; an occasional 
conqueror united them and extended his control over potential 
upland and desert marauders. Egypt's single ruler had varying 
degrees of control over local landowners. Professional soldiers 
served as royal guards for frontier defense and foreign wars. and 
local militia beefed up last-ditch defenses and furnished local 
transport. And m OI'C meta ls meant betler tools for working wood 
and stone. 

In his Art of Warfare in Biblical Lands in the Lighl of 
Archaeological Study {1963}, Israeli soldier-archaeologist 
Yigael Yadin uses the fir~t pictured Egyptian battles (Megiddo, 
1469 B.C. , and Kadesh. 1292 H.C.) 10 show that special foot, 
horse. engineer. transport. and marine units a lread y existed 
when these ballies were fough t. and that weapons Were only 
recombined and refined until the heavy cavalry revolution at the 
end of the classical era. Key innovations in this final period were 
iron weapons, armor, chH riols, and cava lry , Yadin discusses 
mobility, firepower, personal protection. and fortifications for 
each biblical period. The era before Abraham (4000-2100 B.C.) 
saw the first civilizations, and the periods from the Patriarchs 
through the Exodus (2100-1200 Il.C.) saw the ri se of a common 
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Near Eastern art of war and the rise and fall orMinosn oreretan 
civilization. But military history is not a continuous slory until 
after new land and sea invaders had been absorbed during the 
era of the Judges and the Unit ed Mo narchy (1200-920 B.C.). 

Egypt ians may ha .... e inve nted oars. but their s hips were river 
boats. and the keel plank. ribs. fixed mast, and sail furling gcar of 
the classical "round" trader were Levantine. Arab dhows and 
Indonesia n outrigger canoes sailed their adjacent oceans, but all 
early sea or caravan trade rs depended on the goodwill and some· 
times on the mil ita ry aid of powers with greater agricultu ral 
resources. The Minoans killed interlopers and bad customers 
or denied them trade goods until their fragile maritime empire 
was wrecked by a tidal wave around 1400 B.C. With the 
Medite rranean people unde r sail-but sure ly with some stowed 
sweeps or oa rs-round ships appear in th e first pictu red sea 
fight orr the Nile de lt a in 1194 B.C. The classica l warship, a 
galley strong enough for ramming, was a later Phoenician or 
Creek development. The best books are Wi ll iam CuHcan's The 
First Merchant Venturers: The Ancient Levant in History and 
Commerce (1966), Mic hael Gra nt's The Ancien! Meditcrr(lneon 
(1969), and Li onel Casson's Ships and Seamanship in the 
Ancient World (1971). 

T he Classica l Jron Age Emp ires 

Assyria dominated the Near East from the tenth through the 
seventh century B.C. with spearmen, archers, charioteers, and 
cavalry-cHy-smashers who massacred or transported who le 
peoples. The Persians, who took over in the sixth century, were 
Middle Eastern arc hers and heavy cavalrymen who relied on 
water transport from subject Greek or Phoenician cilies. Greek 
heavy hoplile pikemen were formidable foes for horsemen in 
wooded mountains with many defensible positions. The decisive 
battles of the wars between Greece and Pe rsia (499-448 B.C. J 
were Sa lamis and Plataea abou t 480 B.C. The fo rmer was the 
occasion of the dest ruction of the Persian fleet flupporting the 
occupation of Alhens, allegedly on the same day thatlhe Sicilian 
Greeks defeated the Persians' Carthaginian allies off Himera. 
The latter, Plalaea, marked the defeat of Xerxes's land army and 
the end of the Persian threat to Greece. The best books a re Yadi n 
on the Assyrians and Babylonians, Harold Lamb's popu larized 
Cyrus the Greal (1960), and Peter Green's Xerxes at Salamis 
(1970). 
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Greek then fought Greek in the Peloponnesian Wars (460-404 

B.C.) that destroyed the Athenian maritime empire and estab
liShed even Shorter lived Spartan and Theban hegemonies.,. K. 
Anderson's Military Theory and Proctit;c in the Age of Xenophon 
(1970) shows how Sparta dominated military affairs in Greece 
during a period when the country was exporting soldiers to the 
whole civilized world. But the first greal captain who can be 
linked with a specifically new maneuver was Epaminondas of 
Thebes, whose oblique order of attack at Leuclra in 371 B.C. 
ended Sparla's domination. 

Philip of Macedon had been a hostage in Thebes, and the close 
ties between him, his son Alexander (:.t56-323}, and the Greek 
city-states have obscured their similarity to traditional oriental 
conquero rs. The Macedonia n conquerors used a deeper phalanx 
formation and more heavy cavalry than the Greeks, added allies 
as they advanced, and imposed a new layer of soldiers. 
bureaucrats. traders, and gods on existing civilizations. Among 
the best books are F. E. Adcock's The Greek and Mocedoflion Art 
of War (1957). A. M. Snodgrass's Arms and Armour of the 
Grecks (1967) and E. W. Marsden's Greek and Roman Artillery 
(1969), and F. E. Winter's Greek Fortifiealions (1971). Peter 
Creen's Armada from Athens (1970) relates the disastrous 
expedition against Syracuse, and ,. f. C. fuller's The Generol 
ship of A/exonder the Great (1960) and Peter Green's Alexander 
Ihe Great (1970) are good studies of II grea t capta in whose empire 
fell apart when he died but who profoundly influenced history. 
partly because he inspired so many would-be imitators. 

The Romans. or their successors in Constantinople. ruled the 
Mediterranean from their victories over Carthage. M<lcedonia, 
and Syria a t the turn of the third century D.C. to the victor ies of 
Heraclius lover Sassanid Persia in the seventh century A.O" 
just before the Arab explosion. But we know much about only a 
few Roman leaders of these eight centuries; as litlle. for example. 
about Heraclius as about Dionysius of Syracuse. whose 
hegemony in Sicily and Creek Italy was contemporaneous with 
Ihat of Sparta in Greece proper. 

Hollywood storytelling has aided moralizing on Rome's rise 
and fall . but more general factors are historically safer. 
Mediterranean metals teChnology was not as advanced as that of 
the northern barbarians. but Mediterranean agri cullure could 
support more people. Rome's social cohesion was relatively high . 
Her great innovation was the political organization of a "Latin 
League" in which allied or colonial citizens had the same private 
rights as Romans . With each legion paired with an allied one. 
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Rome expanded by add ing a lli es. founding colonies. and .mak ing 
mo re Romans: landless cit izens received captured hinds in 
return for long military serv ices. The molding of the ce ntral 
It a lian peoples into a unit ed socie ty was also pro moted by their 
related cultures and common enem ies. During th e Second Punic 
War. 219-202 B.C. , Romecould ca ll on 750,000 men; 250,000 were 
in her legio ns from a population of 3,750,000, a military 
participation rat io of men trained to common standa rd s of 
military subordination which was seldom reached again before 
1786. 

In contrast, G reek o r Carthaginian co loni sts had no special 
rights at home. and Co rcy rans were soon fi ghling their moth er 
cit y of Corinth. By the th ird century B.C . . deforeslnllon and ero
sion were affec tin g the C reek lands . w hile Car thage ne ve r had 
as much farmland as Rome. S lave ry was also a com plicating 
factor. Spa rta 's military participation rat io seems high until the 
Messenian helots are cou nt ed . The farms and mines of Car thage 
were worked by bonded peasants or s laves wit h uncaught 
relatives in the backlands. Some of them joined rebel merce na r
ies in the social war w hi ch followed the First Punic War of 
265-241 H.C.: but when Rome's slaves revolted in 135-132, a 
Syrian on a S icili a n p lan tatio n was far from outside assistance. 

The G reek historian Polybius s tressed th e quality of Roman 
wea pons-how the no-return javelin hooked when it hit; the 
s treng th of the iron-edged, iron-bossed shield against heavy 
Ce ltic swords and axes; a nd the e ffecti ve ness of the shor t. two 
edged sword against the ove rlong Eastern pike. The Roman 
army's nightly camps, their us uall y good scouting. nnd the ir 
march discipline reflected years of campa igni ng. They had 
ado pted Greek s hips. siege engines. and heavy cava lry spears. 
a nd Polybius found them expert at imit ati ng better practice. 
Modern research ha s confirmed hi s positio n as a grea t h istorian. 
those of Hannibal and Scipio as great captains. and that of 
Can nae in 216 D.C. as a model battle . Two biographies of 
Hannibal by Cavin de Beer (1969J and Leonard Cottre ll (1961). 
and Ii. H. Scullard's Scipio Africonus (1970), supplement E. 
Badian 's abridged Polybius: The Histories {1966}. F'. E. Adcock's 
The Ramon Art of Wor Under the Republic (1963). a nd Chester G. 
Sta rr. Jr:s The Emergence of Rome os Ru/erof the Western World 
(l953). 

The Roman sold iery was fu ll y professional by the end of th e 
second century B.C . The th ree-line phalangia llcgion-with the 
third line's veterans using short pikes-was rep laced by the 
mo re uniform ilnd flex ibl e ten-cohort "checkerboa rd" legio n in 
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which all me n ca rried two jave lins and a sword. Menenlisted for 
up to sixtee n years to get land and citizenshi p from the poli tical 
generals who fought the civ il wa rs of 88-30 B.C .. while win ning 
more foreign land. slaves, and booty. On thei r greatest captain. 
Matth ias Gelzer's Caesar (1968) is be tt er than ,.F,e. Full er's 
Julius Caesar (1969). 

Octavian or Augus tus Caesar (31 B.C.- 14 A.D. ) cut the army to 
about 300,000 men, not ma ny more than d uri ng the Second Punic 
War two centuries earlie r, although the population base of 
"Rome" had increased tenfo ld, to talling 50-70 mill ion. By the 
time of Marc us Au relius (161-'80) , marking the height of the 
Empi re. th is force had grow n to al most 400,000 men drawn from 
a po pulatio n of 50-1 00 mill io n. Bu t two centuries later, a Roma n 
fi eld force of 200,000, su pplemented by 350,000 mili ti a, faced 
growi ng pressure from barbaria n tribes who were shift ing from 
the north and east as their lands were fa rmed out by a system 
better su ited to the Medi ter ra nean. Rome had abando ned the 
swamp, deep fo res t, and steppe lands of central Europe and 
stabilized its frontier on the Rhin e, Ma in, and Danube behind 
wa lls fron ted by subsid ized tribesmen and backed by settl ed 
legiona ri es, reforti fied citi es, and cava lry. ri ver , and coasta l 
pa trols, The process tended to barba rize Romans and Romani ze 
ba rbarians, some of whom were allowed to sett le on lands 
depopulated by plague and soil exhaustion. The bes t books are 
G. R. Wa tson's T he Roman Soldier (1 969). Graham Webs ter's 
T he Roman Imperial Army (1 970 j, Ches ter G. Sta r r, Ir .'s T he 
Roman Imperia l Navy (1 941), E. A. Thompson's T he Early 
Germans (1965), and, on one fron ti er, Da vid Divine's Hadrian's 
Wall (1959). 

Hadrian's (117-38) idea of two emperors harks back to tha t of 
two consuls, but Ihe bounda ri es of the four civil ian prefectures 
better suggest the geopoli tica l struct ure of the laler empi re. Ga ul 
included Britai n and Spain. Africa (Carthage) and the provinces 
that covered the eas tern Alpine passes we re pa rt of Haly. Illyr ia 
included the southern Balka ns and Greece. The East included 
Thraee. Asia Minor, Syri a, and Egypt. Constan tine's co nversion 
in 312 A.D. added Chri stians to Rome's defende rs. In ma king 
Byzanti um (Constanti nople) his cap ital. he recogni zed the 
importance of the land-sea bas ti on that channe led invaders west 
a nd fro m which Pers ian a ttac ks on Syri a and Egy pt could be 
countered. In 376 the Huns des troyed an Eas tern or Ostrogothi c 
steppe "empire" and pushed the Western or Vis igot hs into the 
Roman domai n. Afte r the heavy Go thi c cava lry wit h saddles, 
sti rrups. bows, swords, and lances defeated the Eastern 
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emperor's leg ions al Adrianople in 378, his successor, Theodos i
us the Great, began to make heavy "cataphract" mounted archers 
the main East Roman missile and shock force. 

Then the Western Empire collapsed. The invaders, li ke the 
Imperial tax farmers. d id more damage to the dying cities than to 
the self-sufficient landlords. Alaric the Visigoth sacked Rome in 
410. and his tribesmen later sel up a kingdom in Spain. In Gau l. 
the Franks and Romans defeated Attila's Huns at Cha lons in 451; 
Attila was bought off in Italy in 452. and his horde broke up on 
the Danube. The Vanda ls-only 80,000 of them for the whole 
tribe-were pushed from Spa in to Africa but re turned 10 sack 
Rome in 455 for an emperor's widow. The last Western emperor 
was deposed in 476, the traditional beginning of the West's 
Middle Ages. Theodoric the Creat, an Ostrogoth educa ted at 
Cons tant inop le, was sent to recover Italy, and he set up his own 
kingdom. On wha t lay behind these movie scenarios , the best 
book is Frank William Walban k's The Awful Revolution: The 
Decline of the Roman Empire in Ihe West {19691. 

Justinian (527-65) reconquered those parts of the empire 
within range of his naval forces: Africa, Carthaginian Spain 
from Cadiz to Cartagena, and Haly. His professional army of 
150,000 men was also fighting on the Danubian and Persian 
frontiers. New churches , religious orders, palaces, roads, 
fort ifi cations. and trad ing pos ts showed the recuperative power 
of an empire which was sti ll larger than those of Alexander's 
successors nine centuries before. John Barker's Justinian and the 
Later Romon Empire {1966} can be read before books on the 
cautious emperor, his ex*prostitute wife Theodora. the great 
captain Belisarius. and the eunuch*soldier Narses, a ll of wh ich 
are just as racy as those on Philip. Alexander, and Olympias. or 
on Caesar, Cleopat ra, Antony, and Octavian. 

The Middle Ages 

The Middle Ages may have begun with the Arab conquests in 
the cen tu ry after Mohammed's death in 632, Greek fire, probably 
a mixture of naphtha or some petroleum product with su lphur 
and lime, projected from galley bow tuhes, saved Constantinople 
in 672, and the Eastern Roman Empire continued for ano ther 
eight centuries. Leo the Isaurian repelled the last Arab assault 
against the city in 722, and, at the other end of Europe. Char les 
Martel checked the Moslems at Tours ten years later. John Bagot 
Clubb's The Creal Arab Conquests (1963) is a good overview. 
The great medieval captains-Charles Martel's grandson 
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Charl emagne, Otto the Creat, William the Conqueror, Saladin, 
Bibars, Murad I, and others-were more local figures in a scene 
dominated tactically by heavy cava lry and strategica ll y by 
fortifications, an easy military investment for localized agrarian 
economies. In the east, the s teppe cavalryman's era began with 
the Mongo ls' Cenghis Khan (1180-1221) and closed with Kublai 
Khan (1280-1294) and the Tartar Tamerlane (1381-1405); these 
nomads had adopted the principles of discipline and administra
tion prev iously used by settled peoples to build and hold their 
empires. Clubb's The Creot Arab Conquests. Rene Grousset's 
Conqueror of the World , and Harold Lamb's Tamer/one are the 
best books, But the cavalry's dominance was ending even before 
the battle of Nicopolis in 1396, about the time that gunpowder 
began to affect siegec rafl. 

The West's economic dec li ne began before the barbaria n 
invasions. Lynn White . Ir.'s Medieval Technology and Social 
Change {1962} links its revival with a new three-field farmi ng 
system and the concept of a pawer technology. Economic 
loca lization and military feudalization, a system of landholding 
in return for service. was accentuated by new wars and invaders 
in all three worlds after the reigns of Charlemagne (771 -814) , the 
Eastern Roman Emperor Nice phorus 1 (802-11), and the Caliph 
Harun ai-Rashid (763-809). By 1000 the Northmen's double
ended, shallow-draft , oared sailers had taken them by river to 
the Black and Caspian seas and by sea to Ame rica. Viking 
raiding part ies were seldom large. Norse Ice land. as big as north 
Italy , had only 60,000 people, a few more than the Magyar 
"horde" of 955 A.D. or the city of Venice. By the time the Vikings 
were converted to Christianity. the Arabs controlled much of the 
western Mediterranean. although the Normans managed to win 
Sicily and southern Ital y. Gwy nn Jones's A History of the 
Vikings (1968) , David C. Douglas's The Norman Achievement 
{1969}, Romilly Jenkins's Byzantium: The Imperiol Centuries 
{1966}, Archibald R. Lewis's Naval Power and Trade in the 
Mediterranean (1951). Bernard S. Bachrach's Merovingian 
Military Organizotion. 481 -751 (1972). and Robert S. Lopez's 
The Birth of Europe (1961) arc rine general works on this era. 

At Hastings (14 October 1066)-one battle on which we have 
some details-William of Normandy had 3,000 cavalry with 
chai n mail tunics, conical caps, and kite shields light enough for 
dismounted fighting. 1.000 archers. and 4,000 other footmen 
from as far away as lIaly . His opponent. King Harold , repulsed a 
Viking invasion at Stamford Bridge and then marched south 
with 2,000 axemen, a few archers, and no cavalry. picked up 
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6,000 milit ia on the way. and was in tUr n defea ted at Hasti ngs. 
Afte r Willia m's death. t he Normans covered a previous ly 
unforti fi ed Engla nd w ith mott e-aod-ba il ey cast les thai re
sembled Roman cant onment s. 

Manzike rt, whe re Ihe Creeks los 1 their Anato li an recru iting 
base to the Se lju k Tu rks in 1071, was as dec is ive as Has tings. 
Eight crusades (1095-1271) helped the Lati ns sc i up a kingdom, a 
principality. and two counties in an area the s ize of modern 
Israel. a nd a Lati n empire (1205-1261) in Co ns tan tinop le. The nct 
effect was to has ten the destructio n of the Eastern empe ror they 
professed to have come to save. Christians lost Jerusalem in 1187 
and Ac re in 1291. but Creeks. La t ins, and Ottoman T urks we re 
s till fi ght ing over the empire's rui ns a t Nicopolis in 1396, John 
Bee ler's Wa rfare in Feudal Europe, 730-1200 {1971} shows th a t a 
mi x.ed force of moun ted knight s and in fa ntry was a lways better 
than a pu re ly cava lry one in the West. T he oth er best boo ks on 
medieva l werfa re a re Beele r's ed iti on of Cha rles W.C. Oman's 
Art of War in the Middle Ages, A.D. 378-15 15 (1953). R.C. 
S ma il 's Cr usading Warfa re, 1097-1193 (1967), S teve n Ru nci
ma n's A Hislory of the Crusades (1951-55). Aziz S. Atiya's 
Crusade, Commerce. and Cullure (1966), and Joshu a Prawer's 
The World of the Crusaders (1972). 

Whil e th e Crusades drew so me of the Western a ris toc racy to 
Ihe tasks of recove ring the Holy Land . Spain, and Africa. 
conver ti ng Ba lt ic paga ns, a nd uprooti ng he re ti cs. other nobles 
a nd townsmen blanke ted Europe with Crusader cas tl es. A 
typical gar ri so n pos t might nu mber for t y me n-a t-a rm s, forty 
crossbowmen. forty pikemen. a nd two gu nners. T rebuchets and 
othe r wa r engi nes brought hig her a ngle n rc aga ins t them. w hile 
bo lt s a nd ar rows forced la ncers and horses int o plate a rmor and 
reduced the former's effectiveness when dismo un ted.. Alt hough 
"fire po t" gu ns had li ttl e to do with th e infantr y revival and ea rl y 
fi rearms cou ld do li t l le more tha n scare horses and sci £i res 
ins ide for tifi ca ti ons, con tempo rary se ige a rti ll ery soon incl ud ed 
a ll types of homemade can non and ex plosives. 

The Engli sh longbow has been overra ted. II was feud a l ideas of 
social s upe ri ority and honor Iha l led f rench kni ght s to rid e dow n 
their Cenoese crossbowmen al Crecy in 1346 and 10 scorn 
scouting a t Nicopolis, an d the Te uto ni c Kni ght s to stop at 
Ta nnenberg in 1410 fo r a ba tt le of champions. T he Engli s h had 
20,000 men at Crecy, on Ihe first of the dy nastic raids whi ch later 
histo ria ns saw as an Ang lo-F rench Hu ndred Yea rs' War 
(1338-1453). T he crusading fo rce at Nico poli s was so mew here 
bet wee n the 50 ,000 men who had reac hed Co nstant inople and the 
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12,000 who had taken Jerusalem on the First Crusade. Back 
home, Saint Louis (Louis IX, 1226-70/ had more success trading 
French lands against their inhabitant s' wishes and backing hi s 
brother Charles of Aniou's schemes for reviving the Latin empire 
from Sicily. Some good books are Fredrick Heer's The Medieval 
World (1970), Steven Runciman's The Sicilian Vespers (1958/, 
H. J. Hewitt's The Organization of War under Edward 1lI (1966/, 
Eduoard Perroy's The Hundred Yea rs ' War (1965). C. T. 
Allmand's Socicly at War (1973) . and Richard Vaughan's Philip 
the Bold (1962). It was Philip who parlayed his father's and 
wife's resources into a semi· independent Burgundian state. 

The Crusades and the Mongols had put Westerners in con tact 
with the technology of the Easte rn , Arabic, and Chinese empires. 
From these sources they bo rrowed the lateen sa il , windmill. 
poundlock ga te, compass, gu npOWder, and papermaking. The 
use of printing, the crank. and the stored-weight trebuchet 
(catapult) was fostered by labor sho rtages and unrest, war, the 
Black Death (1347-), famine, and an agricultural crisis of the 
Little lee Age of the fou rt eenth to nineteent h centuries. The last 
factor drove the Atlantic fisheries sou th , doomed Norse 
Greenland. and drove lesser nobles into the pay of greater ones or 
into the free companies wh ich were devastating France. The 
French popula ti on did not recover until the eighteenth century. 
but there were some islands of relative peace and prosperity in 
the Netherlands, the Rhin eland. south Germa ny, and It aly . 
Discharged veterans who wandered or we re driven into Italy 
contribu ted to socia.! stabilit y by making co ntracts (candottas] 
with town oligarchs to re place less reli able and efficient militia. 
Some condottieri battles were bitter: othe rs were tournaments 
because capta ins would not risk their men and, unlike prisoners. 
dead foes could not be ransomed. Florentine militia se rvice was 
commu ted for cash in 1351. just before the peasa nt Sforza 
Attendiolo (1364-1424) was kidnapped into a wa nder ing band. 
became its captain. and laid the foundations of a Milanese 
dynasty. Three good books are C. C. Bay ley's War ond Society in 
Renoissonce Florence: The De Militia of Leonardo Bruni (1961) . 
Georrrey Trease's The Condott ieri: Soliders of Fortune (1971) . 
and Michael Mallett 's Mercenaries and Their Masters: Warfare 
in Renaissa nce Italy (1974). 

If the Roman historian Tacitus could have visited Germa nia in 
1400, he might have been impressed by the barbarians' personal 
independence , glass-walled buildings. armorers, mechanics . 
lands won rrom the sea, and Latin readers rrom Ice land to Riga. 
But he wou ld have been appalled by their indiscipli ne. roads, and 
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the discomforts of their castles. Rome was now a provincial 
lown, while Constantinople. Alexandria, and Quinsay (in China) 
were still metropo li. Tacilus mig ht we ll have read one of the 
tra vel books th en firing Latin imaginations. that of Marco Polo 
the Venetian. "as told to" a fell ow prisoner, the professional 
writer Rustician of Pisa, in Genoa in 1298. 

The Early Modern Ern 

In 1786 th e funeral of Frederick the Creal honored the last 
dynaslic greal cap lain . By thai lime Western armies and navies 
we re all armed w ith guns, and Tacitus wou ld ha ve been 
im pressed by their di scip li ne. La tin reade rs and villas on fi ve 
con tin ents. a nd Ga ul' s roads and ca nal s. S ince 1400 Wes terners 
had conquered the Atlantic Ocean and two conti nents; their 
added s toc ks of food, materials, power, and bullion had fueled 
fu r ther economic and technological develop men t. In 1814, 
twenty-eig ht years later, Taci tu s could have seen the abdication 
of a se lf- made Alexander who had los t a field army tw ice as large 
as Augustus's whole force after taki ng a ci ty as r .. rfram Pari s as 
Carrhae-where th e Triumvir Marcus Crassus had lost his 
legions and life in 53 u,C.- had been from Rome. 

In The Hise of the West 11963. p. 587 ), William H. McNei ll 
nil ri bu I es Eu rope's ea rl y si x tecn I h-cen I ur y "com l11a nd of a II the 
ocea ns" a nd conq ues t of "t he mos t hi ghly deve loped regions of 
th e Americns" to "(1) 11 deep-rooted pugnacit y and recklessness; 
.. . (2) n complex milit nry technology, most notubly in naval 
mailers: a nd (3) a populntion inured to" man y Old World 
diseases . Carol. M. Cipolla ·s Cuns. Sails and Empires; Techno
logicallnnovution (Iud the Early Phases 01 European Expansion 
(1965) stresses weapons , though Old World diseases killed more 
American Ind ia ns than did gu ns. But Weslern pugnllcity and 
techno logy do no t explain O t toman Turks tak ing Co ns tant inople 
wi th guns in 1453. ddeating Mameluke Egypt in 1517, attacking 
Vie nn a in 1529, or redding Wes ter n Mediterrnnea n coas ts and 
commerce after 153:1. While the Ottoma ns look Chri s li an tr ibute 
boys into th eir elite Janissaries and bureaucracy. military 
par ti cipation ratios rt!rnained low. But the s tream of equally 
pugnacious Westel'll tow nsmen and peasants into Turkish 
frontier areils seems to have conferred no particular milit ary 
advanl <lgc on the West . 

The fifteenth century's grea tes t captains were Murad " 
(1421 - 511, who rearmed some archers with ha ndguns, and 
Mohammed 11 11451 - 81). whose big guns helped to take 
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Cons tan tinople. The Bohemian Hussites' armored wagons had 
less infl uence on war than belle r quality gra ined or "corned" 
gu npowder for siege guns , mines, and matchlock handgu ns. 
Firearms were more eHect ive agai nst armor than crossbows or 
longbows, Ihough their operators also had to be protected by 
pikemen because of shorl ranges and s low rales of fire. The besl 
books are David Ayalon's Gunpowder and Firearms in the 
Momluk Kingdom: A ChoJ/cnge to a Medieval Society {1956} . 
Frederick C. Heymann's John Ziska and the Hussite Revolution 
(1969), Steven Runciman's The Fall of Constantinople (1969), 
Eric Brockmann's The Two Sieges of Rhodes (1969) for Ihe 
Turk ish ar tillery's failure in 1460 and success in 1522, and 
Bertrand Gille's Engineers of the Renaissance (1966) for an 
amazi ng va rie ty of civil and mililor y engines and devices. 

Beller political orga ni zation meant beller weapons and belt cr 
subord inated men. Louis XI of France (1461-63) and Ferdinand II 
of Aragon (1476-1516), whom Niccolo Machiavelli saw as the 
ablest of Ihe "new" princes, used methods like those of a 
Venet ian Republic which was neither subve rted nor conquered 
from 1310, when a Council of Ten was set up to secu re soc ia l 
order, if not cohesion. to 1797. Venetian "great ga ll eys" met rigid 
constructi on standards; bowmen and gunners we re chosen by 
publi c competiti on. New na vigat io nal methods allowed even 
slow shi ps 10 make two Leva nt trips a year; greater loading 
capacities and lower costs generated bulk trade in alu m, wheat, 
and cot Ion. By 1500 the ga lleys we re bringi ng 1 ,500 tons of spices 
from Mameluke Egypt each fa ll : up to 1.000 percent profits 
financed the long Turkish wars. On this model of political and 
financial organizat ion for the new national monarchs, or 
Machiavelli's proposed Prince for Italy, who came to dominate 
Europe, the best books are O. S. Chamber's The Imperial Age of 
Ven ice, 1380- 1580 {1971}, Frederick C. Lane's Venetian Ships 
and Shipbuilders of the Renoissonce (1934) , and John F. 
Guilmartin , Jr:s Gunpowder ond Go lleys (1974). 

The English wan another Crecy at Agincourt in 1415, but 
Charles VII of france (1422-61) regained Paris in 1436. after Joan 
of Arc had made the re pulse of the English invader a national 
cause. The French ki ng's compognies d'ordonnOllce (regu lat io ns 
or standards) that constitu ted Ihe first permanent or slandi ng 
army were bands of men-a i-arms and mounted archers whose 
quality was insured by peacetime pay ment s from a permanent 
tax. A new artil lery corps helped Charles recovereverylhing bUI 
Calais by 1453. It was marriage, not conquest, however, that 
united Ihe Austrian and Spani sh empires and made Ihe 
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Habsbufg Emperor Charles V (1519-55} the most powerful 
prince in Europe. The details of the dynastic wa rs or of the 
English Wars of the Roses 11453-14851 are less important than 
the appearance of new monarchs who. like Henry VII. were 
primarily administrators and felt less compelled to lead . or be 
captured or killed . in battle . Those who find William Shakes
peare's or Jean Froissart's (1337-14101 genealogies hard to 
follow can read Richard Vaughan's lohn the Fearless 119661 or 
Philip the Good (1970) on Burgundy and Ptlui Murray Kendall 's 
Louis Xl (19721. Ri chard the Third (1956). or Warwi ck the 
Kingmaker 11957} . 

In 1494 Charles VIII of France opened nearly four centuries of 
foreign intervention in flal y by reclaiming Naples. Though their 
gu ns were the best in Europe, by 1559 the Frcnch had forced flaly 
and th e Church to seek Habsbu rg protcction, were a lli cd with 
Suleiman the MagnHicent (1520-66). and wc re dcrcnding Pari s 
against Philip II of Spain. Philip had inherited Charles V's 
Spanish, Itali an, and Burgundian possessions while hi s uncle 
s houlde red the problems of thc Viennese emperorship, Cer· 
many's Protestants, and the Turks on the Danube. Gonzalo de 
Cordoba, whose sto ry is told in Mary Purccll 's Creal Caplain 
(1962) , devised the Spanish square of pikemen and coun ter
marching handgunners, a formation perfect cd by the Duke of 
Parma. Cava lry with wheellock pistols got volume nrc by 
ca ra co ling (ma king a half turn to ri ght or left), and fortifications 
wcre thickened and lowered to take more guns a nd give n 
outworks against attacking gunners, sappers, and miners. Some 
good books are Charles W. C. Oman's A History oflheArt of War 
in the Sixteenth Centu ry (1937). F. L. Ta ylor's The Art of War in 
Itoly, 1494 - 1529 (1921), Jean Ciano's The BailIe of Pavia (1963) 
(w here Francis I of france was captu red in 1525). C.C. 
Cruickshank's Army Royal: Henry VIl1's Invasion of France, 
1513 (1969), and Harold Lamb's Suleiman the Magnificent 
(1951). The PirOlcchnio of Vonnoccio Biringuccio (modern 
reprint. 1959) is a fine example of the illustra ted printed books 
which were spreadi ng technological. scientific, military, and 
religious ideas. 

Indian a llie s and Spanish armor. crossbows. guns, horses. and 
diseases that killed nine-tenths of Mexico's 25 million people 
from 1519 to 1568 exp lain the Spanish co nquest of that country. 
Mercury amalgam refining added silver to the gold which 
supported Phili p in Europe. The classics a re Bernal Oiaz del 
Castillo's The Conquest of New Spoin (written in the sixteenth 
century). francisco Lopez de Comara's Carles (1965), William H. 
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Prescott's History of the Conquest of Mexico (18431 and History 
of the Conquest of Peru (1647), and Samuel Eliot Morison's 
Admiral of the Oceon Sea (1942J. Other fine works are Bjorn 
Landstrom's Columbus (1967) , John Hemming's The Conquest of 
the ln cos (19701, and J. H. Parry's The Establishment of the 
European Hegemony, 1415-1715 (1961) and The Spanish 
Seaborne Empire (1966). The Portuguese destroyed some lighter 
Arab ~hows at Diu , India, in 1509 and reached the Spice Islands 
by 1513 to cut prices and increase volume and profits by 
substituting one voyage for several. The Turks, Persians, 
Chinese. and Japanese confined Westerners to a few port 
"factories," but the Mogul Empire in India was breaking up 
when Dutch, English, and French traders later appeared . After 
Sebastian I of Portuga l was kil led by the Moors at Alcazar in 
1578, Philip cashed in his dynastic claims and by the time 
Portugal recovered her independence in 1640, the Dutch had 
taken over most of her Eastern trade. Some good books are Elaine 
Sanceau's Henry the Navigator (1969), E. W. Bovill's The Golden 
Trade of the Moors (1968) and The Ballic of Alcazar (1952J, and 
C. R. Boxer's The PorlUguese Seaborne Empire, 1415 -1825 (1970) 
and The Dutch Seaborne Empire, 1600-1800 [1965) . 

In 1571 the Italians and Spanish defeated the Turks in the last 
great galley battle at Lepanto. Garretl Mattingly's The Armada 
(1959) is the book on Philip's attempt to invade England in 1588 
and the first great sailing ship fight; Geoffrey Marcus's work is 
now called The Naval His tory of England (1971-). Blaise de 
Monluc's The Habsburg-Valois Wars and the French Wars of 
Religion {1972} captures the spirit of those conflicts, which 
ended in 1590 when Henry IV defeated a Spanish-backed army at 
Ivry . The Netherlands had revolted against Philip in 1568. but by 
the time William the Silent was assassinated in 1584, Parma had 
confined the rebels to seven waterlaced Dutch provinces . 
William's son, Maurice of Nassau, used infantry cohorts with 
marc firepower than the heavier Spanish squares and used 
canals as Gustavus Ado lphus of Sweden, the first of Elbridge 
Colby's Moste rs of Mobile Warfare (1943), was to use rivers in 
the Thirty Years' War (1618-1648) which devasta ted Germany, 
Trevor N. Dupuy's Military Life of Gustavus Adolphus (1970) 
discusses his salvo-firing musketeers, pikemen with shortcr 
ironclad pikes , light guns, and sabre-armed cavalry. The 
Swedish King defeated the Austrian Emperor's best ge neral. 
Count Albrecht von Wallenstein, at Uilzen in 1632 but lost his 
own life in the process. Two years later Wallenstein was 
assassinated for allegedly plolting for the Bohemian crown. 
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Francis Watson's Wollcm;[cin (1938) and Fritz Redlich's The 
German Military Enterpriser and His Work Force (1965) are the 
best works on this ex traordinary soldier, while Thomas M. 
Barker discusses Raimondo Monlecuccoli in The Military 
Intellec tual and Boule (1975). 

The entrance of France into the war on behalf of the German 
Protestants only complicated what began as a religious struggle 
and ended in 1659 when Louis XIV (1645-1715) married a 
Spanish princess who brought along a claim to the Spanish 
throne. At about the same time. Oliver Cromwell's son was 
removed as Lord Protector by the rump of a Parliament which 
had executed Charles I of England in 1649, and in Russia, 
Michael Romanov ended the Time of Troubles (1604-13) by 
beating back Swedish and Polish invaders and establishing the 
beginnings of a stable dynasty. 

). H. EllioU's Imperial Spain (1964) and John Lynch's Spain 
Under the Hapsburgs (1946-69) stress the nearly insoluble 
communications problems that afflicted the Spanish Empire and 
complement Geoffrey Parker's fine The Army of Flanders and 
the Spanish Road, 1567-1659: The Logistics of Spanish Victory 
and Defeat in the Low Countries Wars {1972} . Spain's colonists, 
like the sel£-suHicient Roman Gauls, increasingly evaded 
regulation. While convoys saved most ships from French, Dutch , 
and English interlopers, their stragglers were so rich that James I 
began his dynasty's financial woes by ending Elizabeth's long 
war with Spain. C. G. Cruickshank's Elizabeth 's Army (1968), 
Kenneth R. Andrews's Elizabethan Privateering (1984). Julian S. 
Corbeil's Drake and the Tudor Navy {1898}, Cyrus H. Karraker's 
Piracy Was a Business (1953), T. Rayner Unwin's The Defeat of 
John Hawkins (1960) . and Charles H. Firth's Cromwell's Army 
(1962) supplement Correlli Barnell's general Britain and Her 
Army, 1509-1970 (1970). Georges Pages. in The Thirty Years' 
War (1971), saw that war as modernizing. But C. v. Wedgwood's 
Thirty Years ' War (1961}, like Hans) . C. von Grimmelshausen's 
novel SimpJicius Simplicissimus (1669), held that it "settled 
nothing worth settling." 

The two best short works on an era when Europe was as near 
anarchy as it had been in the fourteenth century are Trevor 
Aston's (ed.) Crisis in Europe, 1560-1660 (1956) and Michael 
Roberts's The Military Revolution, 1560-1660 (1956). They are 
a lso the best introductions to the demands for religious, political, 
financial. international , and military order that supported the 
cen tralizing and standardizing efforts of the so-called enlight
ened despots of an era that began with Louis XIV's personal 
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assumption of power in 1661 and ended with the financial 
collapse of the French monarchy in 1789. The political and 
military achievements of the most important monarchs are 
treated in Pierre Go ubert's Louis XIV and Twenty Million 
Frenchmen (1970), Vasili Klyuchevsky's Peter the Greot (1961), 
Gerhard Ritter's Frederick the Greot (1968), and by Frederick 
himself in Frederick the Great on the Art of War (1966. translated 
and edited by Jay Luvaas). Geoffrey Symcox's (ed.) War. 
Diplomacy, and Imperiolism (1974) is a more general survey, and 
Paul W. Ramford's Fighting Ships and Prisons (1973) covers the 
Sun King's Mediterranean galley fleets. 

The financial genius of Louis XIV's "mercantilist" adviser, 
Jean Baptiste Colbert, allowed France to raise the largest army 
and navy in Europe and to pay the allies who helped Louis attack 
the exposed Spanish Hapsburg and Imperial lands on his 
northeastern frontiers. Vauban then worked each conquest into 
an offensive-defensive fortifications system which covered all of 
France and provided the protected magazines from which the 
armies raised and trained by the Marquis of Louvois could make 
their next ca refully prepared [Drays, 

International law and regular supp li es and pay limited the 
looting which had marked previous wars, looting which had 
done as much damage to the armies themselves as to the economy 
of occupied areas. Infantry tactics became simpler when socket 
bayonets made flintlock muskets into pikes as well as firearms , 
The eighteenth-century Pruss ian doubled-ended iron ramrod 
increased loading speed and firepower and the need for march 
and fire discipline. Unarmored men could carry more rounds for 
the volume nre that preceded the decisive bayonet charges; 
uniformed sold iers were easier to identify and direct and less 
likely to desert in battle . Men wintered better in barrack work
shops than when quartered on civilians. Their noble officers had 
to spend more time with their soldiers or at courts where the 
monarch could watch them for disloyalty. Hosts of royal 
inspectors cut down fraud a nd assured more regular pay and 
better supp li es to armies which were still recruited from the 
lowest classes of society so thai more productive small farmers, 
artisans, and merchants could add to the state's wealth. 

The result was a series of dynastic wars that were more 
limited in their effects on civilian populations than those of the 
previous era and established the international balance of power 
for most of the next two centuries. Louis XlV's aggressions were 
finally checked in the War of the League of Augsburg, 1689-98. 
The War of the Spanish Succession, 1700-1714, placed a French 
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prince on the Spanish throne but gave Gilbraltar. Minorca, 
Newfoundland. Hudson's Bay. and Acadia to Britain a nd the 
Spanish Nether lands and major Italian territories to Austria. It 
also bankrupted Ihe French monarchy. The disorders noted in 
Lee Kennett's French Armies in the Seven Yeors' War (1967) 
were as muc h a result of Louis XIV's se lling offices and the right 
to collect taxes as of Louis XV's ineptitude from 1715 to 1774. 
Sweden's enemies forced Charles XII to disgorge his earlier 
conquests in a Great Northern War. 1700-1121 , w hich gave Peter 
the Great of Russia his Baltic "window" to the west and made 
Russia a European power. Frederick the Great of Prussia barely 
kept his gains from the War of the Austrian Succession, 1740-46, 
in the Seven Yea rs' War, 1756-63, which made Britain the 
paramount power in North America and India. The biggest 
losers besides Spain and Sweden were Poland and Turkey. 
Russia, Austria, and Prussia began to partition Poland in 1772 
and completed their work in 1793 and 1795. Eugene of Savoy 
captured all of Hungary, Transylvania , Croatia , and Slavonia for 
Austria in 1699, and, after a series of wars, Russia obtained the 
right to protect Christians in the Ottoman Empire in 1774 and in 
1781 agreed with Austria on a future division of all Turkish 
European territories. And France, Spain, and othe r powers made 
Britain less great overseas by helping some British Americans 
win their inde pendence in 1783. 

Tech nologica l development continued in areas which, 8S in the 
fourteenth centu ry. saw little fighting. Religious uniformity 
increased local social cohesion; lohn Prebble's Cu lloden (1962) 
and Glencoe (1968) show the savagery with which the divine
right kings might keep order. One in forty Frenchmen served in 
Louis's forces and thirty-five Prussians supported every so ldier, 
so military participation was still under Roman Punic War 
ratios. But there was now no question of the military subord ina
tion of the soldie ry to monarchs. Winston Churchill's Marlbo
rough (1933-38) and Nicholas Henderson's Prince Eugen of 
Savoy (1965) cover Britain's and Austria's grea tes t cap tains in 
the wars of Louis XIV. Reginald Blomfie ld's Sebas ti en Ie Prestre 
de Voubon (1938) treats an eng ineer in tbe French king's service 
who was also an economist. but technology's application to 
warfare was still largely one of adopting such "random" craft 
innovations as bayonets, iron ramrods, antiscurvy agents . 
copper-bottomed ships. and better roads, bridges. and water
ways to get more men and guns to more distant targets. Other 
fine books are John Stoye's The Siege of Vienno (1984). R. E. 
Scouller's The Armies of Queen Anne {1966}. Frans C. Bengts-
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son's The Life of Charles XII (1960). Jon Manchip White's 
Ma rshal of France: The Life and Times of Maurice, Comic de 
Saxe (1962), and Reginald Savory's His Britannic Majesty 's 
A rmy in Germa ny During the Seven Years' War (196B). 

Alfred Thaye r Mahan's The Influence of Sea Power Upon 
History 1660- 1783 (18901, Herbert Ri chmond 's Statesmen and 
Sea Power (1946), Ge rald S. Graham's Empire of the No rth 
Atlantic (1958), and Geoffrey Marcus's Hea rt of Oak (1975) only 
suggest the develop ments in gu nnery, £Ieet and convoy and 
amphibious tactics, logistics, and medicine which enabled 
Britain to throw 32,000 men-Hannibal's force at Cannae or 
Caesar's al Pharsa lus-at New York in 1776. Geoffrey Marcus's 
Qui/beron Boy: The Campaign in Home Waters. 1795 {1960} and 
Charles P. Stacey's Quebec, 1759 (1959) are fin e stud ies of an 
earli er wa r (1756-1763) in which the British pocketed twe lve 
ships of the line and five million dollars in money and goods at 
Ha va na, a ransom of four million for Man ila , and seven million 
dollars in treasure from two gall eons in 1762. SheHord Bidwe ll 's 
Swords for Hire (1972), Desmond Young's Fountain of the 
Elephants (1959), and Michael Edwardes's Plassey; The Found
ing of on Empire (1970j deal with the adventurers who estab
lished a new Eu ropean empire in India , while the forces that 
brought down the old systems of sta tec raft and war in Europe 
proper are best seen in the first vo lume of Robert R. Palmer's The 
Age of the Democratic Revolution {1959J. The Cornie de Guiberl. 
who disowned his ideas for larger and more popular and nat ional 
armies after meeting Frederick, was only one of many reformers 
discussed in Robert S. Quimby's The Backgrou nd of Na poleon ic 
Warfare (1957) who wanted reform rat her than revolution in 
what Karl von CJausewit z man y yea rs laler described as a 
restricted, shrive led-up form of war. 
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Chaptu 6 

World Military 
H 1786-1945 
Jeffrey J. Clarke 

N ATIONALISM, technology, and the democratic revolution 
have been major themes of the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries . Each has reneded a fourth phenomenon of the modern 
world, the acceleration or "institutionalization" of change, and 
together they have taken mili tary history down roads that 
neither Alexander nor Frederick had ever dreamt eXisted. Major 
authors dealing with the theme of change are Carlton J. H. Hayes 
(A Generation of Materialism, 1941, and other works on 
nationalism), William L. L,mger (editor of the "Rise of Modern 
Europe" series), and William McNeill (Hise of the West, 1963}, 
while Robert R. Palmer and Joel Colton's A History of the 
Modern World {1971} is one of the best lexts covering the entire 
period and boasts an excellent bibliography. Other key studies 
include Edmund Wilson's To The Fin/and Station (1940) and 
sociologist Barrington Moore, Jr.'s Social Origins of Dictatorship 
and Democracy {1966}. Wilson traces the rise of socialism and 
emphasizes the power of individuals and ideas . Moore, from a 
different perspective, sees the varying growth rates of economic 
classes as the source of all socia l connic!. Bo th s tud ies offer a 
good foundation for the comparatively short but incredibly 
complex period of Weslern development and expansion from 
1786 to 1945. 

Important works focusi ng more closely on milit ary affa irs are 
Theodore Ropp's War in Ihe Modern World (1962), Michael 
Howard's Studies in War and Peace (1970j, Gordon Craig's War , 
Po/iUcs and Diplomacy (1966), and Jo hn U. Nef's pessimis ti c 
War and Human Progress (1950) . All would agree with Ropp's 
definition of war as "a complex social phenomenon" thai is more 
than just "a lale of great states, key inventions, or great 
captains." Edward Mead Earle's (ed .) Makers of Modern 
Stralegy (1943) is the best work on military thought and a 

Or. Cla rke [Ph 0 .. Duke) is {I h is torian with the Cu rrent His tory Bra nch of C/'.·111 
a nd is pre pa ring a volume on the American ad visory efrort in Sou th Vie tna m. 
]965- 73. 
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pioneering classic in the field. Gordon Turner's A History of 
Military Affairs Since the Eighteenth Century (1956), a source 
book of carefull y selected readings. and ). F. C. Fuller's The 
Conduct of War. J789-1961 {1961} arc also good introductions. 
a nd . for unconventional warfare. Lewis H. Gann's Cucrri/los in 
History (1971) is shorl , but st ill the best study. 

Two major wo rk s in the field o f civil·military relati ons are 
historian Alfred Vagts' Defense ond Diplomacy {19561 and the 
American political scientist Samuel Huntington's The Soldier 
and Ihe Stale (1957) Hunting ton examines the growing specia li
zation a nd professionalizalion of the military and the ensuing 
change in its relalionship to the sta te from a "subjec ti ve" one of 
shared goals to a more rea li st ic "objective" one of master and 
serva nt. Vagts approaches the problem from a European point of 
v iew, the Prusso-Ce rm a ni c experience. and the co nclu s ions 
reached in hi s ea rli er work. A History of Militarism (1937). From 
his corner, military conce rn s have become a lmost inseparable 
from th e domestic and foreign afFairs of th e national state, a nd 
the influence of military professionals has expanded accord
ing ly. Da vi d Ralston 's (ed.) Soldiers and Sla tes (1966) and 
Samuel Edward Finer's The Man on Horseback (1962) gra pple 
with much th e same problem. Finer, a Briti sh political theorist, 
complements Vagts by pointing out the danger of separating the 
military from soc iety and stresses the importance of s ha red 
values and a "common political cultu re," 

The sea and air arms have usually been treated sepa ratel y. The 
mec hanization of the former has received excellent cove rage in 
Bernard Brodie's Sea Power in th e Machine Age (1941), but ideas 
o n air and naval stra tegy have been more partisan. The gist of the 
classic "command of the sea" co ncept, rirs l broadcast by Alfred 
Tha yer Mahan in 1890 a nd In s l by Brodie in A Guide to Nava l 
Strol egy (1942), was the overwhelming importance o f the liquid 
medium as both the co nduit and genera tor of national power. 
Since then, more modest authors have analyzed military power 
in terms of weapons delivery systems originaling in one of the 
three mediums. In thi s res pect . L. W. Martin'sTheSeo in Modern 
Strategy (1967), s tressing the utility of "waterborne" forces, and 
Brodie's excellent Strategy in Ihe Missile Age (1959) have much 
in commo n. Ciulio Douhet made th e first ove rstatement of 
airpower ca pabiliti es in The Command of the Air (1921. see 
Chapte r 4). and the early chApters of Strategy in th e Miss ile Age 
take the s tory from there. Other key works are Eugene Emme's 
led.) The Impact of Air Power (1959) and I. B. Holley's Ideas and 
Weapons (1953). Harold Lasswell's venerable Propaganda 
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Technique in the World War (1927) and David Kahn's The 
Corlebreakcrs (1967) also treat spec ialized topics and are 
complemented by an almost infinite number of "nuts-a nd- bolt s" 
wo rks on military hardware. But the effort to study the interp lay 
of history and technology is on ly just beginning. 

The Age 01 European Revolution, 1789-1850 

The French Revolution ushered in an era of profound and often 
violen t change in Wes tern civilization. Louis Gottschalk's The 
Ero of the French Revolution (1929), Palmer's Twelve Who Ruled 
(1941). and Crane Brinton's A Decade of Revolulion 1789-1799 
(1934) introduce an even t that has developed a massive 
audie nce. Underly ing thi s a ttention has been the use of the 
French experience as a model fo r future revolutions by scholars 
and practitioners alike. All have noted the tendency of the 
revolution to become more radical. Ihe problems posed by the 
Thermidorian React ion and the "man on horseback," and the 
relatio nship between rapid internal change and co nven ti onal 
wa r. It was the ant iquated Frederician armies parading at 
France's doorstep that both intensified and justified the 
revolution and linked the myth of the people's uprising with that 
of the nation~in-arms. Lazare Carnot , 11 middle-class engineer 
officer, led Pa lmer's twe lve in organizing French resources and 
ap plying Ihe total war concep t 10 defend the revo lutionary ga ins 
already made. Conscrip tion (Ieve:c en masse), promotions by 
merit, food rationing, price and wage controls, and the 
centraliza ti on of arms production were all part of a new national 
system for wag ing wa r. Ca rnot 's effo rt s are ch ronicled in Huntly 
Dupre's La zare Carnot. Republican Patriol (1940). and the 
reorganization and performance of Ihe army in Ramsay W. 
Phipp's The Armies of the First French Republic (five volu mes. 
1926-39) a nd Katherine Chorley's Armies and Ihe Art of 
Revolution (1943). By 1789 all the criti cal elements or the 
Napo leonic sys tem of waging war were present (Rop p outli nes 
these elements as command decentralization, massed artill ery, 
emphasis on pursuit. and use of mixed line and column 
formatio ns). 

Robespierre's successors failed to re medy France's economic 
ills and restra in her mos t ambitious ge neral. In 1799 Napoleon 
Bonaparte ove rthrew the governmen t and by 1804 had himself 
declared absolute ruler of France. The upstart emperor brought 
internal peace to France and marshaled all her resources in an 
effort to achieve lasting French hegemony on the continent. 



120 A Guide 10 the Study and Use of Military His tory 

Three recent biograp hies arc Picter Gey le's remarkable Nopo
leon. For and Agoinst (1949). James M. Thom pso n's Nopo/eon 
Bonaparte: His Rise and His Foil (1951 ). a nd F. M. H. Markham's 
Nopoleon {1963}; his s tring of decis ive battle vic tories are ably 
discussed in W. G. F. Jackson's Attack in th e West (1 953) and 
David G. Chandler's The Campaigns of Nopolcon (1966). But in 
Iberia, on the Atlantic, and east of the Niemen, French eag les 
encountered Spanish nationalism, British seapower, and some of 
the most barren lands in Euro pe . In Russia Napoleon lost a half
million men, and h is fail ure encou raged th e fourth a nd final 
coa liti on against France. The best fir st hand account of th e 1612 
adventure is the Cou nt de Segu r's Napa/eon's Russian Campaign 
(1825), The three·day Battle of Nations in October 1613 
completed the turnabout, and th e hund red days that preceded 
Waterloo only spoo ked th e jittery statesme n of Vien na. Long 
befo re Bonaparte's £ina I exile, what Liddell Ha rt titled The Ghost 
of Napoleon (1933) could be see n throughout Europe. 

T he key British mili tary leaders were Arthur Well esley (Duke 
of Wellington) a nd Horatio Ne lson. Sir Charles Petrie's 
Wellington: A Reassessment (1956) is one of many good 
treatments of th e duke, and the standard wark on Britai n's 
grea test sea cap ta in is Carola Oman's Nelson (1946). W.F,P, 
Nap ier's History of the War in the Peninsu la (six vol umes, 
1828-40) is the classic acco unt of Britain's effort to s uccor Spa in 
and Portugal. and is seco nded by Charl es Oman's s uperla tive 
s tud y, Wellington's Army (1912). The Wor in the Mediterro
neon, 1803-1810 (1957) is covered by Piers Mackesy, The Bottle 
of the Nile (1960) by Ol ive r Warner, a nd Nelson's dec isive 
v ictory ove r th e combined fleets of France a nd Spain by Dudley 
Pope's Decision 01 Trofolgar (1960). Michael Lewis's A Sociol 
History of the Novy, 1793·1815 (1960) is a dee per analysis of 
Britain's wood and sai l tec hni cians and is a go'ld mine of 
inform ation. 

Napoleon's travels into Cen tral Europe speeded up the 
awakening of German nat ionalism. While Freiherr vo m Stein 
"junked" much of Pruss ia's rigid social and economic structure, 
Scharnhorst, Gneise nau and others so ught to make the army 
more modern, professional. a nd democ ratic, and Hardenberg a nd 
Yorck maneuvered the small sta te on to the winning s ide of the 
Vie nnese conference tab le. The medley of reformers is cove red 
by William O. Shanahan's Prussian Military Reforms. 
1786-1813 {1945} and Peter Paret's comprehensive Yorck and 
the £ro of Prussian Reform 1607-161 5 (1966) . Tsar Alexander I 
was an eighteen th -centur y monarch of a medieval state, an d this 
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may explain Russia's bizarre response to the whole affair. But 
both Catherine's Suvarov and Alexander's Kutuzov responded 
to the French military challenge and gave Russians their first 
national experience. In The Art of Victory, Philip Longworth 
treats The Life and Achievements of Field Marshal Suvarov. 
1729-1800 (1965), while Roger Parkinson's The Fox of the North 
(1976) covers his successor. 

The Congress of Vienna restored a European balance of power 
and inaugurated a century without a general European war. Led 
by the Austrian prime minister. Prince Klemens von Metternich, 
the restoration of the monarchical system was approved by all 
the great powers, including France; liberalism. nationalism. and 
democracy were correctly regarded as subversive to the 
estab li shed order and were rigorously opposed. The best 
accounts are Harold Nicolson's The Congress of Vienna (1946) 
and Henry A. Kissinger's A World Restored (1957). The liberal 
cause of the 18205 is treated in Christopher M. Woodhouse's The 
Greek War for Independence (1952) and the Russian fiasco in 
Anatole Mazour's The First Russian Revolution. 1825 (1937) . 
Revolutionaries were also crushed in England, Germany, and 
Spain, the last with French troops , but Latin America main
tained its independence when London vetoed Russian proposals 
for massive European intervention, For an introduction see John 
B. Trend's Bolivar and the Independence of Spanish America 
(1946) and Jay Kinsbru nner's Bernardo O'Higgins (1968). 

In the early 1830s revolutions again broke out across the 
continent. Their success in Western Euro pe-a constitutional 
monarch for the French. independence for the Belgians. and the 
right to vote for the English upper middle class-was balanced 
by their complete failure in the east. The revolutions of 1848 
repeated the same pattern. While in France socialism divided the 
revolutionaries and delivered the bourgeoisie to Louis Napo leon, 
nationalism remained the dominant theme east of the Rhine and 
south of the Alps . Assorted dukes and princes were booted from 
Italy, the Habsburg Empire temporarily disintegrated. Metler
nich was forced into exile. and Frederick William IV hurriedly 
granted a constitution to his bewildered Prussian subjects. But 
by the end of the spring the revolutions had run their course. In 
Prussia the vacillating monarch refused the imperial Ger man 
crown, and to the south Austria's "counterin surgency" gener
als-Benedek, Radetsky, Windischgratz. and the Croat Jp.lIa
chich-crushed the Italian and Slav rebels and. with Russian 
aid. dest royed Kossuth's Magyar armies. 

After brushing as ide the Decembrists, Alexander's brother. 
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Nicholas I, established the most reactionary regime in Europe, 
crushed the Polish nationalists in 1831 (but was unable to send 
expeditions to Belgium or France), and sent over 100,000 troops 
to aid the Austrians in 1849. But as events would prove five years 
later, the Russian Army was little better than a massive police 
force. Priscilla Robertson's Revolutions of 1848: A Social Study 
(1952) is the best book on 1848, and The Russian Army Under 
Nicholas I (1965) by John Shellon Curtiss is a trenchant work on 
the decline of the tsar's legions and an indispensable background 
to the Crimean War. 

The Rise of Nation-States, 1850-1914 

As long as Britain led the industrial revolution, she also led in 
technological innovations, or at leas! was able to make the fullest 
use of them to uphold the Atlantic Pox Britannica. Throughout 
the nineteenth century, British yards built good ships faster than 
any other two powers combined and allowed London to steer a 
"blue water" course free from European entanglements while 
promoting what it considered a balance of power on the 
continent. The critical later period is treated by Arthur T. 
Marder's excellent The Anatomy of British Sea Power (1940), 
and Christopher Lloyd's The Navy ond the Slove Trade (1949) 
discusses one matter that American and French revolutionaries 
left unsolved . For Britain's greatest challenge, see Ernest 
Woodward's Great Britoin and the German Navy (1935) and 
Alfred von Tirpilz's My Memoirs (1919). 

Like the French, British ge nerals did well fighting non
European military for(!es abroad but never mastered the art of 
amphibious operations. Wellington's ghost may account for the 
Crimean and Gallipoli debacles. In the first case, both sides had 
critical supply problems, and mutual ineptitude produced a war 
of attrition, The best account is Col. Edward Hamley's The War 
in the Crimea (1890). Hamley, a participant, and G. F. R. 
Henderson were the foremost British military critics of the 
nineteenth century, and both are discussed in Jay Luvaas's The 
Education of an Army (1964). C. B. Woodham-Smith's Florence 
Nightingale ' (1951) and The Reoson Why (1953) are probing 
biographies and are emi nent ly readable, as is Donald Morris's 
The Washing of the Spears (1965), a re-creation of the tragic Zulu 
wars. Brian Bond's (ed.) recent Victorian Military Compaigns 
(1967), however. is a ll one needs on Britain's "small wars." 

Late nineteenth-century European imperialism only reflected 
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growing continental rivalries. From 1899 to 1902 South African 
Dutch waged a guerrilla war against British expansion and 
barely managed to force what amounted to a draw. Works like 
Rayne Kruger's Good-Bye Dolly Gray (1960) are fine narratives 
but emphasize campaign history and tend to romanticize a 
"popular" war that saw the incarceration of 120,000 Boer women 
and children, of whom an estimated 20,000 perished through 
disease and neglect. for the ensuing period, John K. Dunlop's The 
Development of the British Army, 1899-1914 (1938) provides 
background, and key figures are treated in Philip Magnus' 
Kitchener (1958) and Dudley Sommer's Haldane of Cloon (1960). 

While Britain was ruling the seas, the "great questions" of 
Europe were being settled by "blood and iron." What the 
revolutionaries had fai led to do in 1789, 1830, and 1848, great 
statesmen arid great armies would accomplish, or so it seemed. 
While neither Jomini nor Clausewitz bequeathed any magic 
formula to the Prussian generals, the latter were the first to 
marry the military starr system with "higher" military educa
tion. Their most notable offspring, the "Grosser Ceneralstab," or 
General Staff, was composed of the country's brightest officers 
and charged with formulation of doctrine and war plans 
independent of the traditional chain of command. The best 
treatment is Gordon Craig's The Politics of the Prussion Army, 
1640-1945 (1955) which emphasizes the development of German 
militarism and its deleterious effects on the nation's future. 
Although Craig sought the origins of the Nazi phenomenon in 
Prussia's military tradition, Barrington Moore may be closer to 
the truth when he explores the impact of revolutions from above 
and their stifling effect on Germany's social growth-Social 
Origins of Dictotorship ond Democracy (1966). 

Both Italy and Germany were unified under comparatively 
liberal constitutional regimes after three short, decisive wars 
between 1859 and 1871; Britain had received the message earlier 
and began granting self-governing dominion status to her most 
powerful possessions at the same time, butlhe rest of Europe had 
to wait until World War I. Other ingredients in the Pruss ian story 
can be found in E. A. Prall's The Rise of Rail-Power in War and 
Conquest, 1853-1914 (1915) and Eugene N. Anderson's The 
Social and Politicol Conflict in Prussia, 1858-1864 (1954), while 
Jay Luvaas's The Militory L.egacy of the Civil War (1959) is also 
valuable. Napoleon III emerged intact from the Crimea, 
supported Count Camillo di Cavour with troops in 1859, but lost 
his nerve after Solferino. The emperor fared no beller in Mexico, 
where the end of America's Civil War precipitated a rapid french 
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wit hd rawal leavi ng th e romantic Archduke Maximilian to face 
the traditional Latin American music. Cavour's long strugg le to 
unify Italy ended s uccess full y in 1870, and lohn Parris's The 
Lion of Coprero: A Biography of Giuseppe Ga ri ba ldi (1962) 
treats his unexpected and colorful ally. To the north, Prussia's 
seven-week triumph over Austria is covered by Gordon Craig's 
excellent T he BottJe of Koniggratz (1964) and her decisive defeat 
of Louis Napoleo n in Michael Howard's fine The franco
Pruss ian War (1 961 ). Behind everything seemed to be the hand of 
the Prussian Chancellor. Otto von Bis marc k. 

In France, the defeat of the Second Empire's hig hl y pa id. 
professional a rm y in 1870 discredi ted the concept of an a ll
volunteer mil ita ry fo rce for the immediate future . Complications 
arose when Parisian republicans objected to Prussia's ha rsh 
peace terms. refused to recognize the newly elected Na tional 
Assembly, and es ta blis hed the ir own revolutionary government, 
the Commune, to continue the wa r effort. But the conserva tive 
Assembly-most of its members were royalists-saw the 
mu nicipal body as a threat to the existi ng socia l order and 
directed its remaining a rmies agai ns t it. While the Prussians 
stepped as ide, French regulars crushed the Commune in some of 
the cruelest fighting ever seen in Wes tern Europe . In the wake of 
the ba ttle. some 38,000 suspected Communards were arrested, 
20,000 pul to death, and 7,500 deported to New Caledonia . The 
tragedy is covered in Melvin Kranzberg's The Siege of Paris, 
1870-1871 (1950). 

Better known is the exp los ive Dreyfus Affair that divided 
France in the 1890s. Guy Chapman's The Dreyfus Case: A 
Reassessment (1955) is one of th e bett er warks address ing the 
case of a young Jewish ge neral staff officer fal sely accused of 
es pionage and the efforts of individuals, both in and outside of 
the defense establishment, to prot ect or expose the Army's 
original error. But the passions of the affair were soon forgotten 
in the upsurge of na tionalis m that spread througho ut Europe. 
Richard Challener's The French Th eory of the Nat ion in Arms. 
1866-1939 (1955) exa mines the close relati onships between 
interna l po litics, foreign policy, and milita ry s trategy and 
doc trine, including the a rgume nt s for profess ional and draftee 
armies. Although the great Socialist leader lean Jaures champi
oned a short-term. defensive militia in his L'Armee nouvelle 
pub li shed in 1910 [th e abridged English vers ion is Democracy 
and Military Service. 1916), until World War lather ideas held 
sway. David Ralston's fine The Army of the Rep ublic (1967) 
covers the period befo re 1914 , and Paul-Marie de La Corce's The 
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French Army: A Military-Political History (1963) sketches the 
story up to Algeria. By then even the French were beg in ning to 
realize that France was no longer a great power. 

The Great European War, 1914-1918 

The First World War was essentially a continental affair. The 
war's origins. a point of heated debate. were also European. 
Popular democracy had fueled intense national rivalries which 
in turn had produced gove rnments tha t sough t national 
objectives through complex allia nces and expanded armaments. 
A general war had been almost inevitable. One of the most 
balanced accounts is by an American scholar. Laurence Lafore. 
whose The Long Fuse: An In te rpretat ion of the Origins of World 
War 1(1965) avoids the tangle over war gui lt and concent rat es on 
unraveling and weighing the multiple factors involved. 

Perhaps even more fascinating is Dwight E. Lee's survey of the 
more partisan literature in The Outbreak of the First World War: 
Who was Responsible? (1963). Because the treaty of Versailles 
fixed the blame for the war on Germany and its alli es. basic 
primary source material on the origins of the war became 
available far ea rli er than historians had reason to expect. 
Anxious to refu te the Allied verdict. the Germans qui ck ly 
published documen ts from their diplomatic archives. an act 
which prompted other governments to open their records in 
response. From a s tud y of this evidence. one early revisionist. 
Harr y Elmer Barnes. in The Genesis of the World War (1926). 
concluded that "d irect and immediate responsibili ty for its 
outbreak" fell upon Serbi a. France. and Russia, with Germany 
and Britain "tied for last place." Other respected historians. like 
Bernadotte E. Schmitt in The Coming of the War, 1914 (two 
volumes, 1930), insisted that Germany had to bea'r the main 
share of the blame for the war. But in a wo rk that has stood the 
test of time remarkab ly well. The Origins of the World War (two 
volumes. 1930). Sidne y Bradshaw Fay determined that "all the 
European countries, in a greate r or less degree. we re responsi
ble." In the 1960s the controversy WAS fueled by two leading 
German historians. Gerhard Ritter and fritz Fischer. Ritter's 
The Sword and the Scepter {1954-70) develops his earlier 
analysis in the Schljeffen PIon [1956) and accuses Germany's 
war planners of ignoring political faclors. Fischer. in Germany's 
Aims in the First World W(I( (1967) and his recent expans ion of 
the same topic, War of /JIusions : German Policies frolll 1911 to 
1914 {1975}, has a broader target. The aut hor portrays 1914 liS a 
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German war of conquest. a "GriH oach der Wcltmacht." and a 
cruel substitute for great ly needed soc ial and political reforms at 
home. 

The war brought European military participa tion. subo rdina 
tion . and cohesion to <I high pitch. Aspects of the home front 
struggle arc treated in the international Carnegie Endowment 
series, Economic and Socia/llistory of the World War. edited by 
lames T. Shotwell (150 volumes, 1921- 40) which includes 
superior works like William H. Beveridge's British Food Control 
(1928J and Albrecht Mendelssohn-Barlholdy's The War and 
German Society: The Testament of (] Liberal (1937). Frank P. 
Chamber's The War Behind the War. 1914-1918 (1939) is the best 
general study and traces the gradual centra lization of social and 
econo mi c contro ls necessitated by the war. 

The immediate benefits of "war socialism" were dubious. Each 
sacrifice. each political. economic , or social concession to the 
war effort. ran the bidding up and made it more difficult to 
withdraw from the game without losing everything. The 
deepening commitment to total military victory was never 
seriously questio ned. In the end. the struggle took the lives of at 
least ten million individuals. i.;tcapacitated about twenty million 
more, ruined Europe's economy. and discredited a culture that 
would allow such a s laughter to take place. Both Rene Albrecht
Carrie's The Meaning of the Firsl World War (1965) and editor 
Jack J. Roth's World War /: A Turning Point in Modern History 
[1967) address th e war's sig nificance. Hi sto ri es of its conduct 
have been more numerous. Two excellent short studies are Cyril 
Falls's The Greol War (1959) and B. H. Liddell Hart's A History of 
th e World War. 1914-1918 (a 1970 revision of his The Real War. 
1930) . In the latter. the British military critic exposes the failure 
of Allied generalship and presents his indirect approach thesis 
(sec Chapter 4). Falls gives greater weight to strategic and 
tactical problems facing commanders on the Western Front and 
also supplies a broader coverage of the war. Of the official 
operational histories, Britain's The Great War (edited by Sir 
James Edward Edmo nd s, Wilfrid Miles, and Henr y Rodolph 
Davies, forty-five volumes, 1927-47), although not without bias, 
is the best. and C. E. W. Bean's excelle nt Anzac toArniens (1946), 
a semiofficial summary of the Australian effort. is the most 
readable (see Chapter 22 ). 

Basic works on command and strategy within Ihe Allied camp 
are Paul Guinn's British Strotegy and Politics, 1914 fa 1918 
(1965), Jere Clemens King's Generals and Polilicions: Conf/ici 
between France's High Command. Parliament and Governmenl, 
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1914-1918 (1951), and Sir Frede rick Maurice's Lessons of Allied 
Co-operation (1942 ). Once the promised quick victo ries failed ( a 

ma teri alize, the war councils of the weste l'O de mocracies we re 
taken ove r by s trong civilian leaders headed by France's Georges 
Clemenceau and Britain's David Lloyd Geo rge. On the fo rmula
tion of Briti sh s trategy, Creat Britain and the Warof 1914-1918 
(1967) by Sir Ernest Woodward is supp lemen ted by Maur ice 
Hankey's The Supreme Comma nd, 1914-1918 (t wo volu mes, 
1961) and Field Marsha ll Sir Henry Wilson: His Life ond Diaries 
(1927) edit ed by Charles E. Caltwell. The last is lively and 
caustic and is complemen ted by a sympat heti c biography, Basil 
Collier's BrosshO I (1961 ), and a harsh cr iti cism, Genera l Sir 
Hubert Gough's Soldiering On (1954). 

The opening plays arc re ported in Barbara Tuch man's 
fasci nating and popular The Cuns of August (1962). For a marc 
detailed review of the initia l war of movement in the west, see 
Sewell Tyng's The Compoign of the Marne, 1914 (1935) and John 
Terraine's Mons: The Relreolto Victo ry (1960). For the other end 
of Europe, the sta nda rd English language battle study is Si r 
Edmund Ironside's Tannenberg: The First Thirty Days in East 
Prussia (1925J. Of a ll the offensives, the German came closest to 
success, but was thwarted by French stubbornness and German 
overconfidence. Thereafter, mutual exhaustion and trench 
warfare ended the wa r of movemen t, and the struggles descr ibed 
in Alis tai r Horne's The Price of Glory (1962) and Leon Wolff's In 
Flonders Fields {1958} a re more typical of what followed. For a 
tactical overview, see P. M. H. Lucas's The EVO/Ulion of Tactical 
ideas in France and Germ any Dur ing the War of 1914 -19 18 
(1925) and, a t the ground leve l. read Charles Carr ingto n's A 
Subaltern's War (1929) or Charles Douie's The Weary Rood 
11929). Some of the better anthologies arc Eugene Lohrke's 
Armageddon 11930J and Guy Chapma n's Vain Glory 11937J, 
while Arthur Marwick examines cha nging Brit ish att itudes 
toward the war in The Deluge: British Society and the First 
World War (1965). 

Generalshi p has been hotly debated. Correlli Barnett's The 
Sword bearers (1963) and Liddell Hart's earlier Through the Fog 
of War (1938) are two of many that take up the British 
commander, Sir Douglas Haig. Haig came to personify the 
strategy of attrition, and favorable treatmen ts include Maj. Gen. 
Sir John Davidson's Hoig, Moster of the Fie ld [1953}, but to Alan 
Clark he was just another one of The Donkeys (1961) whose 
strategy threa tened Britain's chance to surv ive even a final 
vic tory. Other important works are Hugh M. Urquhart's angry 
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Arthur Curr ie: The Biography of a Great Canad ian (1950) and 
Hubert Cough 's story in The Fifth Army (1931); both were key 
subord inates to Hai g. 

Cood studies of French ge nera ls hip a re few . Edward L. 
Spears's Liaison 1914 (1930) and lean de Pierrefeu's French 
Headquarters. 1915 -1918 [1924) complement Marshal Joseph 
Joffre's translated Persona l Memoirs (1932), LiddeH Hart's Foeh: 
The Man 0/ Orlcons (1931) . and Jan Tanenbaum's recent 
biogra ph y. General Maurice Sa rro il (1974). Joffre clai ms c redit 
for the Marnc, Liddell Ha rt fee ls Foeh was a slow learner, and 
there a re no good histories of Nivellc. Petain, or the mutinies of 
1917. Arter the di sastrous NiveJte offensive on the Aisoe, French 
morale crumbled a nd so me fifty-four divisions were affected by 
"collec t ive indisci pline." There was li tt le organized v iolence, 
distu rbanc es were generally confined to the rear, and the 
Germans never realized the sco pe of the affair. In the end some 
23,000 soldiers were co urt -ma rtialed , bu t onl y 432 received 
death se nt ences, 55 were s hot. and, under a mo re ca utious co m
mande r in chier. the army was saved from total collapse. 

The Germa n ge nerals were no more success rul than their 
opponents. Erich vo n Fa lkenhayn, who relieved Moltke (the 
yo un ger) in 1914 and was re placrd two yea rs late r. gives an 
overview in The German General Stoff and l Is Decisions, 
1914-1916 (1920) . The exp loits of hi s successors, the Hinden
burg- Ludendorfr team, are di sc ussed in Donald J. Goodspeed's 
Ludendorff: Gcniusof World War I (1966J and Joh n W. Wheel er
Bennett's Wooden Titan: Hindenb urg in Twenty Years of 
Ge rman History (1936). Ludend orffl aters upervised the Ge rm an 
war effor t but was unable to transfer hi s tactica l genius to othe r 
areas. O ne or his most brilliant s taff officers. Max Hoffmann, 
was also hi s worst crit ic in War Oiariesond Other Papers (1929). 

There is no account of the shrewd Austrian Commander, 
Conrad vo n Hotzc ndor ff, bu t Russia's best leader, Alexei 
Brusilov, has wrillen A Sold ier's Notebook, 1914-1918 [1930) , 
which complemen ts Si r Alfred Knox's standard With Ih e 
Ru ssian Army, 1914 - 1917 {1921j. The best study on the decline 
of th e tsarist state is Hugh Seton-Watson's Th e Russian Empire. 
1801 - 1917 (19671. while the 1905 Revolu ti on is examined in 
Sidney Harca ve's excellent First Blood (1964) and direc tor 
Sergei Eisenst ein' s Potcmkin (1926). a classic si lent film. Two 
wa rs showed tha t the Russ ian tsar cou ld s uppress interna l 
dissent and wage war. but not at the same time, By the end or 
1916, with "Nicky" running the ill-provisio ned a rm ies, and 
Rasputin and the em press heading the state, the collapse was 
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almost inevitable. The revolutionary period is introduced by 
William Henry Chamberlin's standard The Russion Revolulion, 
1917-1921 (1935) and Isaac Deutscher's superb biographies, 
Trotsky (three vo lumes. 1954-631 and Stalin {19491, but there are 
many gaps. 

The collapse of the Eastern Front failed to end the war, and the 
naval and 90uthern theaters were indecisive. The desert war is 
covered by T. E, Lawrence's classic Seven Pillars of Wisdom 
(1926) and Field Marshal Archibald P. Wavell's Allenby: A 
Study in Greatness (1940-431 and his earlier The Palestine 
Campaigns (1928). The latter are excellent campaign and 
leadership analyses. but, like the African campaigns, they have 
little to do with Europe, and Allied forces in Italy and the 
Balkans remained stalemated. In 1915 Churchill directed 
Britain's massive amphibious campaign against the Straits bUI 
was unable to cut the Turkish knot. The full slory of the Allied 
disaster is told in Ga l/ipoli Diary (19201 by the British Com
mander-in-Chief, Sir Ian Hamilton, and Gollipoli (1929-32), the 
superb oFficial accou nt by C. F. Aspinall-Oglander. For the 
defending side, there is Hamilton's opposite, Otto Liman vo n 
Sanders and his Five Yeors in Turkey (1927), 

To the north, Ihe Royal Navy kept the lid on German sea 
power. Arthur J. Marder's sweeping From the Dreadnought La 
Scopo Flow (five volumes, 1961-70) is the best account, and R, H, 
Gibson and Maurice Pendergast's The German Submarine War, 
1914-1918 (1931) is best on Germany's greatest threat. The 
German high seas admirals were unwilling to risk a major 
encounter and sat oul the war on the wrong side of the Kiel Canal. 
Their one major engagement with the British Grand Fleet off the 
coast of Danish Jutland was accidental. Good stories of what 
was the largest na val encounter to thai date are Donald 
Macintyre's £ine Jutland (1958) and, for the German side, 
Reinhard Scheer's Germany's High Seas Fleet in the World War 
(1920), Scheer piloted the Kaiser's rleet and matched wits with 
Britain's finest cap tains whose stories are told in A, Temple 
Patterson's ,el/icoe (1969) and Admiral W, S. Chalmers's The 
Life ond Letters of David Earl Beotty (1951), Moving away from 
the traditional biographies and battle studies is Daniel Horn 's 
The German Navol MUlinies of World War I (1969) , one or 
several recent works combining history and sociology. 

Military technology offered another way to end the stalemate 
in the west. Defenses could be paralyzed by poison gases, 
shatte red by armored "land battleships," or bypassed by £lying 
machines. But these alternatives were never thoroughly 
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pursued-aircraft design was still primitive. gas indiscriminate. 
and both the submarine and lank used hesitantly by their 
respective employers. Most ai r literature is romantic. but 
Raymond H. Fredette's ThcSky on Fire (1966) is sound,as is Maj. 
Gen. Alden H. Waitt's Gos Warfare (1942). T he la nk, or armored 
fighting vehicle, was morc of a "fe ll need" than either the 
airplane or submarine. and its origin is well documented in 
Liddell Hart's exce llent The Tonks (1959). which cove rs bolh 
world wars from the British point of view. But despite the 
massive employment of thousands of these devices. the essential 
nature of World War I reml1ined unchanged. 

World War II and the Decline of Europe, 1919-1945 

The failure of Western leaders to develop a community of 
interest and deal with a series of worldwide financial crises were 
major contribut ing factors to the Second World War. Laure nce 
Lafore's recent The End of Glory: An Interpretation of the 
Origins of World War II (1970) introduces the problem with a 
good discussion of A. J. P. Taylor's cont rovers ial The Origins of 
The Second World War (1961). Tay lor portrayed Hitler as a 
popular leader pursuing traditional German goals. His efforts to 
revise the harsh Ve rsa illes peace sett leme nt were encouraged by 
the vacillating policies of London and Paris and the ensuing war 
was a co lossal blunder that stronger s tatesmen could have 
avoided. In cont rast, Taylor's op ponen ts wo ul d agree wit h 
Ernest Nolte's Three Faces of Fascism (1966) that totalitarian 
Germany represented something new and threatening to 
Western cu lture, and th e irro tional use of force was implicit in its 
ideologica l underpinn ings. Robert G. Waite sees The Free Corps 
Movement in Post War Germany, 191B-1923 as the Vanguard of 
Nazism (1952) and a training ground fo r paramilitary politics. 
The German Army did not intervene openly in Weimar's political 
process, but its impact was heavy until subordinated by Hitler. 
Some fi ne stud ies !I re Francis L. Carsten's The Reichswehr and 
Politics, 1918 -1933 (1966) and Wheeler-Bennett's The Nemesis 
of Power (1953), complemented by Reichswehr chief Hans von 
Seeckt's Thoughts of a So ldier (1930). 

Spain was the first real sample of Hitler's political-military 
methods and a warning to Russia and the West. The Western 
democracies were too divided to aid the Republic and. with only 
limited assistance from the Soviet Union and the International 
Brigades, the Loyalists fell to General Francisco Franco's beller 
equipped legions after a bitter three-year struggle. Hugh 
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Thomas's impartial The Spanis h Civil War {19B1) and Gabriel 
Jackson's more comprehensive The Spanish Republic and the 
Civil War. 1931-1939 (1965) arc both excellent. Gerald Brenan's 
The Spanish Labyrinth (1943) discusses the war's background, 
while the more exciting firsthand accounts are Geo rge Orwell's 
disillusioned Homage 10 Cal%nia {1938} and the we ll -known 
interpretations of HemingwllY and Malraux. All fought for the 
Republic. 

General European war began in September 1939. While Britain 
and France expected a nother long war of attrition, the Ger man 
dictator destroyed or intimidated his opponen ts with a series of 
quick. decisive victories. Poland, Norway. Denmark, Holland. 
Belgium. and France fell to the mechanized blitzkrieg wi th 
surprising speed. and Churchill's England barely managed to 
weathe r the storm that followed . Unable to defeat Britain and 
fearing an eventual Anglo-American coa lition in the west, Hitler 
needed milit ary security in the ens t and assured supplies of food 
and raw materials. To secu re this, he launched an invas ion of 
Ru ssia in mid-1941. Stubborn res is tance by bo th Russia and 
Britain finally ended the Nazi war of movement and. with the 
American entrance. turned the s truggle into a war of technologi
cal attrition in the West and manpower attr ition in the East. w ith 
Germany the loser. The Weste rn Allies made up for Gallipo li by a 
dazzling series of amphibious invasions more reminiscent of 
Foch's stra tegy of 1918 than of the indirect approach. Once the 
huge Russian armies began rolling in from the steppes, Germany 
was overwhelmed and Europe divided between American and 
Soviet spheres of influence. 

The best s ingle-volume study is Go rdon Wright's The Ordeal 
of Toleli War. 1939-1945 (1968). Other fine histories include 
Brigadier Peter Young's World War (1966), Bas il Collier's A 
Short History of the Second World War (1967) a nd Fuller's The 
Second World War {1948}. Official histories of the Wiir were 
produced by the United States. Creat Britain . Australia. New 
Zealand. Canada. South Africa. the Soviet Union . and others. All 
are narratives based on official documen ts, and most are mo re 
balanced and professional than their World War I predecessors. 
The most comprehensive foreign series is the United Kingdom's 
History of the Second World Wa r wh ich includes sepa l'a te civ il 
(twenty-nine volumes). medical (twenty-one volumes), and 
military (twenty-nine volumes) series. although. unlike their 
U.S. counterpa rt s. they are devoid of both citations and 
bibliograph ical notes (see Chapte r 22). Soviet hi sto rians , not 
unexpectedly , have been plagued by ideo lf)gica l intrusions and 
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are currently maki ng at leas t their second attempt at an officially 
acceptable version. Even these massive projects have bee n 
dwarfed by a vast outpouring of popular litera ture-paperback 
memoirs, biographies, small-un it operatio ns. tech nical histories. 
many of which arc based on the official histories and the sources 
noted in James E. O'Neill and Robert W. Krauskopf {cds.} World 
War 11: An Account of Its Documents (1976). 

Interwar French leaders had rejected the idea of a quick-strike. 
mechanized, professional army and opted for a larger draftee 
force with more depth. Whatever can be said of their strategy. 
there was no immediate invasion and France was given eight 
months to prepare for the expected assault. The army was los l 
when its commander, Ge neral Mau rice Gameli n, committed his 
mobile reserves prematurely: the cou ntry was lost when his 
successors lost the will to fight. The sideshows were the 
deceptive Winter War between Russ ia and Fin land, and The 
Campaign in Norway treated officially by Thomas K. Derry 
(1952). The standard battle studies are Col. Adolphe Goutard's 
The Battle of France, 1940 (1959) and Lionel F. Elli s 's officia l The 
War in France and Flanders (1953), with a good firsthand 
account by Spears in Assignment to Catastrophe (two vo lumes. 
1954-55). A mo re searching study of France's psychoiogica l 
collapse is Marc Bloch's brill iant Strange Defeat (1949) , and , for 
the Army's thrust into the political arena, Philip Bankwitz's 
Maxime Weygond and Civil-Military Relations in Modern 
France (1967J is exce llent. 

Weygand succeeded Gamelin and prepared the way for 
P~tain's armistice. But as de Gaulle predicted, France had lost a 
battle but not the war, and bot h he and Church ill were guided by 
their broader vistas of history. De Gaulle's The Edge of the 
Sword (1932), together with his War Memoirs (five volumes, 
1955-60), and Churchill's The Second World War (six volumes. 
1948-53J are autobiograp hical testame nts to thei r strengt hs and 
weaknesses. Lord Hankey's Diplomacy by Conference (1946) 
and Liddell Hart's Memoirs (1965-66) and The British Way in 
Warfare (1932) reflect the island's prewar yea rning fo r the "blue 
wate r" s trategy whic h the fall of France now made inevi table. 
For the wa r. Church ill 's his tories are complemented by the 
officia l se ries and balanced by Sir Arthu r Bryan t's A History of 
the War Years Based on the Diaries of Field-Marshal Lord 
A/an brooke, Chief of the Imperial General Siaff [two vo lumes, 
1957-59). 

Britain's command of the a ir and sea insu red he r immediate 
survival. The deve lopment of the Roya l Air Force is cove red in 
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Philip Joubert de la Ferte's The Third Service (1955) and Peter 
Townsend's Duel of Eagles (1970), and operations arc presenled 
by Denis Richards and Hilary A. Saunders' Royal Air Force, 
1939-1945 (t hree volumes. 1953-54). The official accoun t of 
Britain's Strotegic Air Offense Against Germany (fou r vo lumes. 
1961) by Charles Kingsley Webs ter and Noble Frankland is 
supplemented by the U.S. Air Force histories and Anthony 
Verrier's The Bomber Offensive (1968). The results were 
controversial. and indiscriminate bombing may have only 
stiffened resistance on both sides . 

For the Royal Navy, Stephen W. Roskill's The War ot Sea 
(three volumes, 1954-61) is the excellent official study and is 
supplemented by his shorter Wh ite Ensign (1960) and Samuel 
Eliot Morison's official histories of the American eHorl. Two key 
biographies by William S. Chalme rs are FuJI Cycle: The 
Biography of Admiral Sir Bertram Home Ramsay (1959), which 
includes the Dunkirk episode, and Max Horlon ond the Western 
Approoches (1954), and. on the development of Brilish amphib· 
ious warfare, Brigadier Bernard Fergusson's The Watery Maze 
(1961) is valuable. 

On the ground. the larger implications are discussed in 
William McNeill's America. Brilain ond Russia: Their Coopera· 
lion ond Conflict. 1941-1946 (1953) and Herbert Feis's Churchill 
Roosevelt ·Stalin: The War They Waged and the Pence They 
Sought (1957). Operatio nal differences between British and 
American commanders are brought out in Field Marshal 
Montgomery's Memoirs (1958) and Maj. Gen. Hubert Essame's 
The Bailie for Germany (1969). More balanced are the official 
history, Vic tory in the West j1962-68} by Ellis, and Reginald W. 
Thompson's recent Montgomery. the Field Marshal {1969} . 

The role of the Mediterranean theater is difficult to analyze. 
Trumbull Higgins explores the matter in Soft Underbelly: The 
Anglo· American Controversy over the Italian Cnmpoign, 
1939-1945 (1968). but the best book is Michae l Howard's The 
Mediterranean Strategy in the Second World War (1968). British 
interest "cast of Suez" was hard to shake off. The Balkans and 
Crete are taken up in Walter Ansel's Hitler and the Middle Sea 
(1972), and the Mediterranean war is cove red broadly but 
apologetically by Marc Antonio Bragadin's The Italian Navy in 
World War 11 (1957) and by Admiral Paul Auphan and Jacques 
Mordal's extremely biased The French Navy in World War" 
(1959). None of the avant.garde dictatorships had aircraft 
carriers or adequate radar. Britain's master stroke-a naval air 
altack against an anchored Itolian rleet-is described in Don 
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Newto n and A. Cecil Hampshire's Taranto (1959) and the local 
British sea lords in Admiral Andrew B. Cunningham's A Soilor's 
Odyssey [19511. Admiral Philip Vian's Action This Day (1960). 
and Macintyre's Fighting Admiral; The Life of Admiral of the 
Fleet Si r James Somervi lle (1961). The antagonists in North 
Africa arc dealt with in Robert John Collins's Lord Wavell (1947J. 
John Robertson's Auchinlcck (1959). Alan Moorehead's Mont
gomery (946) and Ronald Lewin's Rommel as Military Com
mander (1968). th e last complementing The Rommel Papers 
[1953}, edited by Liddell Hart , and a ll evaluated in Barnett's The 
Desert Generals (1960). See also I.A.1. Agar-Hamilton and 
L.C. F. Turner's Crisis in the Desert. May-1uly 1942 (1952), and 
Dereck Jewell's (cd,) expe riment a l Alomein and Ihe Desert War 
(1968), On the mainland , the painfully s low advance up Ihe 
Ilali an peninsula is plotted in General W. G. F. Jackson's The 
Bottle for Italy (1967) s upplemented by Field Marshal Alberl 
Kesselring's A So ldier's Record (1954) and General Frida von 
Senger und Etterlin's Neither Fear Nor Hope (1964). 

Allan Bullock's Hiller: A Study in Tyranny (1952) is a good 
introduction to the Nazi leadership, and operational decisions 
are taken up in Liddell Hart 's The Other Side of the Hill (1951). 
Heinz Guderian's Panzer Leader (1952), Friedrich von Mellen
thin's Panzer Bolt/es. 1939-1945 (1955), and Erich von Man
stein's Lost Victories (1958) repre sent the younger and more 
energetic generals and marshals. Another new element, German
y's tactical air force, lacked a strategic capabili ty, Good accounts 
are Richard Suchenwirth's Historical Turning Points in the 
German Air Force War Effort (1959) and Adolf Galland's 
eyewitness The First and the Lost: The Ri se and Fall of the 
German Fighter Forces (1954). The real fall ca me when Germany 
failed to replace her first ge neration of pilots and aircraft. 

The neglected Navy is discussed in Admiral Friedrich Ruge's 
fine Ocr Seekrieg [1957, in English), and the best work on 
Ge rmany's cross-channel in vasio n plans is Ansel's Hitler 
Confronts England (1960). In Struggle for the Sea (1959). 
German naval chie f Erich Raeder describes hi s mistaken effo rts 
to create a new baltle fleet. while his successo r, "U-boat" 
Admiral Karl Doenilz. related his trials in Memoirs : 10 Yeors and 
20 Days (1959). German submarine production peaked in the 
win ter of 1944 /45. but by then Ge rman y had lost the technologi
ca l race , 

Expecti ng a shari war, the Nazi leaders had not begun to 
mobilize their economic resources until the end of 1943. The 
problem is discussed in Alan S. Milward's The German 
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Economy 01 War (1965); the turnabout is documented in Albert 
Speer's Inside the Third Reich (1970); and books like Rudolf 
Lusar's German Secret Weapons of the Second World War (1959) 
show how slim the margin of victo ry ma y have been. Other 
elements of the Hitl erian formula arc discussed in Louis de Jong's 
The German Fifth Column in the Second World War (1956) . 
Gerard Reillinger's The SS (1956). and George H, Stein's The 
Wolfen 55 [1966}. 

On the Eastern Front. the survival of Russian military 
professionalism was a question mark. For the early period see 
John Erickson's The Sov iet High Command 119621. O. Fedotoff 
White's Thc Growth of the Red Army (1944). Z. K, Brzezinski's 
(ed.) Political Controls in the Soviet Army (1954). and Robert 
Conquest's The Great Terror: Stalin's Purge of the Thirties 
(1968). Germany's excursion into Russ ia is treated in Allan 
Clark's Barbarossa {1965}, and the retreat in Earl F. Zicmke's 
excellen t Stalingrad to Berlin (1968), The last is pari of a three
volume series on the Eastern Front to be published by thc U.S. 
Army Center of Military History, which has also sponsorcd 
abou t a dozen specialized st udi es on the same campaign. 
Alexander Werth has written the best popular history. Russia at 
War {1964j. and Seweryn Bialer's (cd.) Stolin and his Genera ls: 
Soviet Military Mcmoirs of World War II (1969) covers somcof 
the internal bickering. Leon Goure's The Siege of Leningrad 
(1962) is a Rand re search project that complements Harrison 
Salisbury's excellent The 900 Days (1969). To th c south, Ronald 
Seth's informal Slo/ingrod, Point of Return (1959J treats the 
operat ional turning point marked by the loss of the enti re 
German Sixth Army. while, behind the lines, Alexandcr Dallin's 
German Rule in Russia (1957) presents a broad coverage of Nazi 
Germa ny's insane occupational policies. 

The underground opposition to Hitler's New Order is treated 
in M. R. D. Foot's Resistancc (1977J. while Charles Delzell's 
MU5soJini's Enemies (1961} and Peter HoHmann's Thc History of 
the German Resistance. 1933-1945 (1977) cover the intcrnal 
dissenters. Also falling into the "unconventional" category are 
Paul Leverkuehn's Gcrman Military Intelligence (1954) and 
Robert M. Kennedy's German Antiguerrilla Operations in the 
Balkans (1954J. For frustrated cryp tologist s, F, W. Wintcr
botham's The Ultra Secret (1974) and Anthony Cavc Brown's 
Bodyguard of Lies (1975) tell haw the German codes were 
cracked and have stirred up a li ve ly historical con tro ve rsy abo ul 
both the reliability of their sto ri es and the relative importancc of 
this intelligence success in winning the war. Taking a broader 
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view. former Central Intelligence Agency Executive Director 
Lyman Kirkpatrick's Capta ins Wilhoul Eyes: Int elligence 
failures in World War /I (1969) includes discussions of 
Barbarossa (the Russians). Pearl Harbor (Ihe Americans), 
Dieppe. Markel Ga rden and the Bulge. 

Asia and the West. 1800-1945 

Western expansion into Africa. Asia. and Soulh America 
introduced ferment and instability into what had been areas of 
high social. economic, and political continuity. Basic descrip
tions of the far Eastern experience are O. Edmund Clubb's 
Twenlieth Century Chino (1964), Edwin O. Rcischauer's The 
United Siotes and }ol'on (1950). and John K. fairbanks's The 
Unilcd Slo lcs and Chino (1958) . In the nineteenth century, 
military forces opened China to economic invasion. but the 
Middle Kingdom was too large for Europe to swallow. Led by the 
c rafty dowager Tz'u Hsi. the ruling dynasty managed to stave off 
a rinal co llapse until 1911. Peter Ward Fay's The Opium War, 
1840-1842 (1975) introduces the period , Chester C. Tan's The 
Boxer Catast rophe (1955) tells the story of the regime's last 
stand, and Ralph L. Powell's The Riseof Chinese Military Power. 
1895- 1912 (1955) covers the final years. Once national cohesion 
diSintegrated, power fell to local generals like Yuan Shih-k'ai. 
and, despite his tremendous prestige, Sun Yat -sen had little 
authority even within his own party. The warlord period is 
discussed in James E. Sheridan's Chi nese Warlord (1966) and 
Donald Gillan's Warlord: Yen Hsi-sho n in Shonsi Province, 
1911-1949 (1967) (most were reformers as well as generals). 
Sun's successor, Chiang Kai-shek. was also a ge neral and 
received the nominal allegiance of most of China by the end of 
1928. The small Chinese Communist party was mismanaged by 
Moscow, which had lillie use for agrarian reformers, and Mao 
Tse-tung, Chu Teh, Lin Piao. and others made their B,OOO-mile 
Long March in 1934 to escape pursuing Nationalist armies. But 
once Japan occupied Chiang's coastal power base. the Kuomin
tang deteriorated and Mao bega n his guerrilla war behind both 
Japanese and Nationalist lines. 

Key works on the 19205 are Conrad Brandt 'sSlolin's Failure in 
Chino (1958), Harold Isaac's classic The Tragedy of the Chi nese 
Revolution (193BI. and Benjamin I. Schwartz's Chinese Commu
nism and the Hise of Moo (1951). Fora feel of the re volu tion. read 
Pearl Buck's The Good Earch P931), then Edgar Snow's ke y Red 
Stor Over Chino (1937). and Mao's nonpoliticni Busic Toct ics 
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(1938). His Selected Works (four volumes. 1961-65) include 
Sirategic Problems of the Anti ·Japanese Guerrilla Wor and On 
the Protracted War. both written in 1938. The 1945-50 period is 
reported by Derk Bodde in Peking Diary (1950). A. Doak Barnett 
in Chino on the Eve of Communist Takeover (1963). and Ja ck 
Belden in his eyewitness Chino Shakes the World (1949). For the 
struggle against lapan, F. F. Liu's comprehensive A Military 
History of Modern Chino. 1924 - 1949 (1956). Graham Peck's 
lively Two Kinds of Time (1967). Harold Scott Quigley's For 
Eoslern War. 1937-1941 (1942), and Belden's The New Fourth 
Army (1938) are the best accounts of a gigantic but generally 
undocumented struggle. 

The Japanese exper ience was different In 1868 Japan's leading 
families established a "Western" government and made the 
emperor the symbolic head of the new nation . Under clan 
leadership. the feudal Samurai system was replaced by a modern 
national army. the country was industrialized from above. and 
the small but sturdy middle class expanded. During the nex t 
forty years the islanders took Formosa. occupied Korea. and 
decisively defeated one of the great European powers. The 
Russo-Japanese wa r is reported in Frederick Palmer's firsthand 
With Kurcki in Manchuria (1904) and the American Reports of 
Military Observers Attached to the Armies in Manchuria during 
the Russo-Japanese War (five volumes, 1906-7), but there is no 
good general history. 

World War I made Japan the dominant power in the Far East, 
and Tokyo's policy makers co ntinued to expand Japa nese 
regional hegemony. Although conservative military leaders 
crushed the ultranationalist young oHicers' movement in 1936, 
they continued to exploit Chinese weakness. Manchuria had 
been occupied in 1931, and China was openly invaded six years 
later. By 1941 the Japanese had seized most of China 's urban 
areas. including her coas tal ports. shut up the remnants of 
Chiang's army in central China. and organized several local 
puppet governmen ts . But China was too big. The Nationalists 
survived in Chungking. Mao expanded his co ntrol in the 
countryside. and all awaited the outcome of the war in the 
PaCific. Francis C. Jones's Japan's New Order in East Asia (1954) 
points out the absence of any ma ster blueprint for conquest. and 
the army's domination of national policy is highlighled in Robert 
Butow's Tojo and the Coming of the War (1961j. The earlier 
period is treated in Takehiko Yoshihashi's Conspiracy 01 
Mukden (1963) and the young officers by Hugh Byas's journalis
tic Government by Assassinalion (1942), but there are hardly 
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any English treatments of Japanese military operations on the 
mainland. 

Japan's Pacinc offensive was tactically brilliant, operational
ly superb, but strategically disastrous. Cood introductions arc 
Emmanuel Andrieu-O'Albas's Dealh of a Navy (1957), Masonari 
Ito's The End of the Imperial Navy (1962), and Saburo Hayashi's 
Kogun: The Japanese Army in the Pacific War (1959), In 
Singapore: The Japanese Version (1960), Masanobu Tsuju, 
former Military Operations Director for the 25th Army, te ll s how 
it was done. Midway. the BaILie That Doomed Japan (by Mitsuo 
Fuchida and Masataka Okumiya, 1955) occurred only six 
months after Pearl Harbor; Japan's best aircraft (see Zero by 
Okumiya and designer lira Horikoshi, 1956) remained competi
tive throughout the war, but her skilled aviators were s lowly 
rep laced by the suicidal pilots described in Rikihei Inoguchi and 
Tadashi Nakajima's The Divine Wind (1958). The kamikaze 
effort highlighted the continued singu larity of what should have 
been the most "Westernized" culture in Asia and represented the 
high-watermark of the total war concept. lapan's Economy in 
War and Reconstruction {1949), by Jerome B. Cohen, is the chief 
work on that subject, and all the above are supplemented by the 
fine volumes in the American, British, Indian. New Zealand. and 
Australian orficial histories and the host of associated memoirs 
and special studies. Of these, Sir William Slim's Defeat Into 
Victory (1956J, treating the Burma campaign. is perhaps the best 
memoir by a general officer and is an excellent introduction to 
the field. 

The war's end left both nationalism and democracy exhausted 
across the globe, and only technology, the third member of the 
trio. seemed to have emerged stronger. Whether a new balance 
could ever be created between the three, or whether rampant 
technology would tilt the world into some terrible historical 
chasm, remained to be seen. The explosion of two great atomic 
bombs in crowded urban centers did not augur well for the 
future. Total war had now twice almost destroyed Europe and, in 
the process, had reduced Western pugnacity to a shadow of its 
former self. Although the prognosis was bad, it was not hopeless. 
Yet the heady confidence that had propelled the West through 
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries was not likely to repeat 
itself again. 
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Chapter 7 

American Military 
History: The Early 
Period, 1607-1815 
Robert W. Coakley 

THIS chapter r nd the two that follow deal with individual 
periods of American military history to the end of World War II. 
As an introduction the student needs to know something of the 
writings on the whole course of that history and of the principal 
themes and controversies that historians and writers have 
developed in dealing with it. These topics can be dealt with only 
briefly. 

To the earliest American hi storians. military history was not 
considered a field separa te from that of the general hi story of 
the United Sta tes. George Banc roft. the most noted of the 
nineteenth-century gro up. cont ributed a great deal to the mil
itary as well as political history of America. And if his simpli s
tic belief in the story of America as the triumph of liberty under 
divine guidance no longer appeals to the critica l mind of the 
twentieth century, Bancroft still lefl an important legacy to 
historians of all phases of American life, including the military. 
His successors in writing general hi sto ries of the United 
States-men like Justin Winsor, John B. McMaster, Richard 
Hildreth , and Edward Channing-likewise did not ·neglect 
military hi s tory , The general run of analyti cal and "scientific" 
historians of the early twentieth century, however, shifted the 
focus away from military events and institutions to the socia l 
and economic s tructure beneath political development. Aca
demic histori ans of the 1920s and 1930s were apt to stress the 
causes and consequences of war to the exclusion of either the 
course of American wars or military institutions as a part of 
American life. Only after World War II was the balance in some 
measure redressed. 

Around the lurn of the twentieth centu ry, then, military 
history became to some extent divorced from general American 
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history and became the province of military professionals and 
girted amateur historians with military interests; only a few of 
the new "scientific" his torians made contributions. The pioneer 
in the fie ld of mil itary policy was a Regular Army officer a nd 
Civil Waf veteran with a con£irmed faith in tbe superiority of 
the military professional over the citizen soldier. Emory Up
ton's Military Policy of the United Stoles. published posthu
mous ly by the War Department at the instigation of Secretary 
Elihu Root in 1904, exerted a powerfu l in fl uence for decades on 
both Army oHicers and military historians. Upton 's thesis was 
that the United States. because of lack of appreciation of the 
value of trained military professionals, had blundered unp re
pared into its wars at a scandalous cost in time, human life, and 
natura l resources. Up ton was co nte mptu ous of hastily tra ined 
citizen soldiers and po liticians in Congress and the Presidency 
whom he held responsible for the nation's inept military po li
cies. Upton's account stopped at the end of the Civil War. 
Frederic L. Huidekoper's Military Unpreparedness of the Unit
ed Stoles (1915), relying on U pt on for the earlier years, cove red 
the period through the Spanish-American Wo r in essen ti ally 
Upton ian fashion. C. Joseph Bernardo and Eugene H. Bacon in 
Americnn Military Policy: lis Development Since 1775 {1955} 
have brought Upton's thesis past the Second World War. The 
firs t compre hensive histo ri es of th e United S tates Army that 
appeared between World War I and Wo rl d War II , Will iam A. 
Ganoe's History of the Uniled Slates Army {1924} and Oliver L. 
Spaulding's The Uniled Siaies Army in War and Peace {1937}, 
both written by Army officers and still very useful, show 
sl rong Uptonia n influence. 

The Uptonians d id nol have Ihe fie ld all 10 th emselves, lohn 
A. Logan, one of those "po litica l" generals of the Civil War, in 
1887 published The Volunleer Soldier of America, a massive 
and ill-organized tome but one that used American military 
h istory to argue the superio ri ty of the citize n so ld ier over the 
professional. A more up-la-date sta tement of Loga n 's th esis is 
to be found in Jim Dan Hill's The Minute Man in Peace and War: 
A History of the Notional Cuard (1964). The most balanced and 
erfective counterargument to Upton came from a fe ll ow profes
sional a nd d ist inguished military scho lar, John McAuley 
Palmer, a nd was p rese nted in it s most co mprehensive form in 
America ill Arms: The Experience of the United Stoles with 
Military Organization (1941). Using the same historical exam
ples as Upto n, Palmer argued that the great defect in American 
policy had not been the use of citizen so ldiers but the failure to 
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train them well in an organized reserve. Palmer cited Washing
ton's support of a "well regulated militia" after the Revolution 
in support of his contention much as Upton had used Washing
ton's tirades againsl ill-trained militia in the Revolution to 
make his case for the professionals. 

The contrasting Upton and Palmer theses have provided much 
of the central theme for the history of Ihe United States Army. 
its wars and battles. Since World War II the whole controversy 
has been placed within a broader context. Walter Millis's Arms 
cnd Men (1956) is an exce ll en l and readable accou nt of the 
development of American military policy wit hi n the broader 
context of technological cha nge and political s hift s in the world 
arou nd us. Millis adds a naval dimension to the sto ry of the 
development of American military polic y and ends with a 
discussion of the dilemma that the development of air power 
and of atomic weapons has brought about, suggesting that 
unde r modern conditions war can no longer serve any useful 
purpose. Russell Weigley in two books. Towords on America n 
Army (1962) and History of Ihe Uniled States Army (1967) . 
deals with the development of the Army as an institution, 
candidl y recognizing that he is wri tin g the history of two 
armies, one the professional and the other the citizens' reserve, 
and that the tension between them is weU ill ust rated by the 
writings of Upton and his critics. Unlike his predet.:cssors. 
Ganoe and Spaulding, Weigley deals little with military opera
tions. A recent amalgam of both insti tutio nal hi s tory of the 
Army and it s role in battles and wars is to be found in Maurice 
Matlofr's (ed.) American Military History (1969. rev ised 1973) 
produced by the U.S. Army Center of Military His tory primari
ly as an ROTC text. In a third wo rk , The American Way of War 
(1973). Weigley traces the development of American stra tegy 
beginn ing with the American Revolution and co ncludes, much 
like Millis. that the traditiona l American concept of war has 
been ou tdated by post-World War II developments. T. Harry 
Williams's Americans at War [1956) is a ve ry readable treatise 
on military organization and policy, a llhough weak on develop
ments in the twent iet h centu ry. T wo useful books on the 
development of Amer ican military pol icy and thought are 
Millis's (ed.) American Military Thought (1966) and Raymond 
O'Connor's (cd.) American Defense Policy in Perspective 
(1965). 

The U.S. Navy theoris ts, sparked by Alfred Thayer Mahan's 
writings. have genera ll y dealt with broader themes of world 
naval hi story rather than confining themselves strictly to 
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American military developments. There are, howe ver, numer· 
QUS useful histories of the U.S. Navy; the earliest, by novelist 
lames Fenimore Cooper. appeared in 1854. In 1893 Edgar S. 
Maclay published a two-vo lume History of the Navy. expanded 
into three volumes after the Spanish-American War. Like many 
of its successors, it is in the heroic tradition . Dudley Knox's 
History of the United Siotes Navy. first published in 1936 with 
an updated and enlarged edition in 1948, is better balanced. as 
is the work of Naval Academy teachers Carroll S. Alden and 
Allen Westcott , The United Sto tes Navy: A History (1943). The 
best scholarly work on the' history of the United Slates Navy to 
the end of World War I is Harold and Margaret Sprout 's The 
Rise of American Novo l Power (1939), a work that puts Mahan 
in proper context as Millis and Weigley put Upton in context. 
E. B. Potter's (cd.) The United Siotes and World Sea Power 
(1955) follows the Mahan tradition of treating U.S. naval 
history within the framework of the long story of developments 
in sea warfare. 

There are a number of general histories of the Marine Corps, 
the most notable, all written by Marine officers, are Clyde H. 
Metcalfe's A History of the United States Marine Corps (1939), 
Robert D. Heinl's Soldiers of the Sea: The United Stotes Morine 
Corps. 1775-1962 (1962) , and EdWin H. Simmons's. The United 
Stotes Marine Corps, 1775 - 1975 (1975). The most recent and 
detailed Marine Corps history is J. Robert Moskin's The U.S. 
Marine Corps Story (1911), essentially a combat narrative. 

for genera ~ coverage of battle history, the old classic , Mat
thew Steele's Americon Compoigns (1909) , is now largely 
outdated; but neither J. F.C. Fuller's Decisive Bottles of the 
U.S.A. (1942) nor Robert Leckie's Wars of Americo (1968) really 
supp lant it. The oattles of our wars can in fact be studied best 
in the more specialized literature . An indispensable ad junct to 
their study, in whatever sources, is The West Point Atlas of 
American Wars (two volumes, 1959) edited by Brig. Cen. 
Vincent Esposito. 

Civil-military relations have attracted a great deal of atten
tion in the post-World War II era, and both historians and 
political scientists have explored the historical dimensions of 
the problem. Louis Smith's American Democracy ond Military 
Power (1951) is a solid, relative ly impartial account. Samuel P. 
Huntington's The Soldier and the Stoic (1957) is more provoca
tive, a study quite sympathetic to the military that stresses the 
need ror str ict military profe ssionalis m and what Huntington 
designates as "objective civilian control." In contrast. a strong 
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antimilitary bias shows in Arthur E. Ekirch's The Civilian and 
the Military (1956), a work that stresses what Ekirch considers 
increasing military dominance s ince World War II. 

James A. Huston in Sinews of War: Army Logistics 1775-1953 
(1966) gives comprehensive treatment to an area of American 
military history long neglected. The only other work in the 
logistics area on a comparable scale, but more specialized. is 
Erna Risch's Quartermaster Support of the Army (19H2). In the 
field of military education the best work is by John W. Masland 
and Lawrence l. Radway, Soldiers and Scholars: Military 
Education and Notiona l Policy (1957). On the oldest American 
military educational institution, perhaps the best recent history 
is Stephen Ambrose's Duty, Honor, Country: A History of Wesl 
Point (1966): 

An ambitious series cove ring both American wars and mil 
itary policy and institutions is the Macmillan Wars of the 
United States series under the general editorship of Louis 
Morton. Individual volumes from this series, all written by 
outstanding scholars in their respective fields, will be cited in 
connection with the specific periods they cover. 

To turn now to the first of these periods, in the two centuries 
that elapsed between the first English settlements at James
town in 1607 and Ihe end of the second American war with 
Britain in 1615, military affairs played an importan t part in 
American lire and development. As colonists, Americans fought 
thousands of engagements with the Ind ians. took part in half a 
dozen European wars Ihal spread to the American continent, 
and engaged in a certain amount of strife among themselves. As 
rebels they fought an eight-year war to break their bonds to the 
mother country. As citizens of a free and independent state. 
they established a framework ror national military policies, 
pushed the Indian frontier westward, and pursued a precarious 
neutrality in the wars that wracked Europe between 1792 and 
1615. They finally went to war with Britain ror a second time in 
1812. providing a test for the military institutions that had 
taken shape during the colonial and early national experience. 
The peace that ended this war also ended an epoch in American 
military history when the country, as colony and nation, had 
been inextricably embroiled in the affairs or European states; it 
marked the beginning or a new era, to last until 1696, during 
which the United States would concentrate on internal develop
ment and westward expansion across the cont inent. 
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The Colonial Experience 

In 1955 Clarence C. Clendenen characterized the co lonial era 
as "A Little Known Period of American Military History" and 
decried the lack of attention of military historians to this period 
except as "background."1 In a comparative sense, Clendenen 
was right. There has been much less written on the military 
history of the colonial period. particularly in recent years, than 
on the Revolution and the subsequent development of the 
United States as a nalion . Yel neglect is a relative matter, and 
there is ample historical literature on the colonial wars, both of 
a summary and specialist nature. The coverage of colonial 
military institutions is somewhat less adequate. and no single 
book provides a thorough summary of both colonial wars and 
military institutions. 

The military institutions of the American colonists owed 
much to a European heritage that went back to Greek and Roman 
times: but this European heritage was modified greatly in an 
American wilderness where land was plentiful and labor to 
work it scarce and where the Indians with whom the English 
colonists had first to vie for cont rol fought in a diHerent fashion 
from Europeans. The essentia l feature of the military system of 
colonial America was the requirement for militia service on the 
part of every able-bodied male, The militia was an a ncient 
English institution going back to the Middle Ages: by the cnd of 
the seventeenth century, however. it no longer had the same 
importance in England as in the co lonies, In America the militia 
system was well adapted to the environment. for a professional 
army was probably not the most effective instrument for the 
intermittent and scattered warfare with the aborigines of North 
America. nor could the colonies afford one. 

Some of the older works still contain the best acco unts of the 
militia. Herbert L. Osgood's The American Colonies in the 
Seventeenth Century (three volumes. 1904-07) and The Ameri
can Colonies in the Eighteenth Century (four volumes. 1924) 
offer some of the best treatments of militia institutions. Back
grounds of Selective Service. edited by Arthur Vollmer (two 
volumes. Volume II in nine parts. 1947) as part of the historical 
effort of the Selective Service System headquarters. contains 
both a summary and a convenient compilation of the militia 
laws of all of the original thirteen colonies. More recently 
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Daniel Boorstin has provided a pl'Ovocative sketch of the militia 
and the "minuteman" tradition In Part 13 of The Americans; The 
Colon iol Experience {1958}, dealing more in the realm of ideas 
than in the complications of militia practices. 

A more detailed view of the colonial militia as an institution 
and of these practices in different colonies must be sought in 
institutional histories of the various individual colonies. in the 
literature on the colonial wars, and in a large number of articles 
on various aspects of the militia that have appeared in scholarly 
journals since World War II , of which only a few can be cited. 
Philip Alexander Bruce's Instit utional History of Virginia in the 
Seventeenth Cenlury {1910) contains one of the better studies of 
the militia in a southern colony. Louis Morton in "The Origins of 
American Military Policy." Military Affairs 22 (1958-59), deals 
with the early development of militia institutions in both New 
England and Virginia. Ja ck S. Radabaugh in "The Militia of 
Colonial Massachusetts." Military Affairs 18 {1954}, and E. 
Milton Wheeler in "Development and Organization of the North 
Carolina Militia." North Caro lina Historical Review 41 (1964) 
treat the militia of these two colonies in some detail. Morison 
Sharp. in "Leadership and Democracy in the Early New England 
System of Defense," American His tori cal Review 50 (1945). 
stresses the extent to which the militia organization was an 
integral part of a whole social system. Benjamin Quarles in "The 
Colonial Militia and Negro Manpower," Mississippi Valley 
Historical Review 45 (1959) treats the role of blacks in the militi a 
system. 

And co lonial military institutions were really not so simple as 
they have frequently been painted, a point effectively made by 
John Shy in "A New Look at the Colonial Militia." Willimn and 
Mary Quarterly, 3d Series. Volume 20 (1963j.Shy points out that 
there were great differences in military practices in the thirteen 
individual colonies, that the quality of militia varied from colony 
to colony and by regions within co lonies , and finally that many 
of the forces employed by the colonies were not, strictly 
speaking, militia al all bul volun teers enlisted for particular 
terms of service. These volunteer farces, he says, included 
indentured servants and drifters nol enrolled in the common 
militia, and he speculates that the poor character of some of these 
volunteers had much to do with the miserable performance of 
some colonial units in the French and Indian War. 

Shy's preliminary conclusions draw attention to the need for 
further investigation of the whole spectrum of colonial military 
practices if we arc to understand fully the roots of American 
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military policy. The ordinary militia organization practically 
never took the field as a unit. It was rather a base for volunteers 
Of draftees who we re formed into special organizations fo r 
specific incidents or campaigns. Then. outside this regular 
organization, some mil itiamen formed vo lunteer organizations. 
purchased uniforms . Bnd undertook special drills ; these units 
would form the basis for the nineteenth-century development of 
the Natio nal Guard . Similarly. the voluntee r uni ts noted by Shy. 
with their officers appoin ted not elected, and their me n enlis ted 
for specific terms of service. were not militia but the predeces
sors of the Continental Army and the state volunteers of the 
Mexican and Civil wars. The last element in this picture was of 
course the British regular, who appeared in America only in 
isolated instances up to 1755 but played a n important ro le after 
that date, first as defender and then as a threat to American 
liberties. American colonists also served, though infrequently, 
in the ranks of British regular units, as in the Cartegena 
expedition in 1741 and in the French and Indian War. The best 
reference on the weapons and uniforms of a ll these types of 
forces and of their enemies is Harold L. Peterson's Arms and 
Armor in Colonial America. 1526- 1783 (1956) . 

The wars and battles provincials and redcoats fought have 
been the subject of more historical literature than have the 
military institutions of the colonists. Both early wars with the 
Indians and internal conflicts were normally localized within 
individual colonies or regions, but the Indian wars eventually 
merged into the wars between France and England for the control 
of North America-King William's War{1689-97},Queen Anne's 
War {1701-I3}. King George's War (1744-48), and the French and 
Indian War (1754-63), to use their American nomenclature. The 
climax of colonial military history came in the la st of these wars, 
known in Europe as the Seven Years' War {1756-63} and 
rechristened by Lawrence Gipson, historian of the old British 
Empire, as the Great War for Empire. 

Several good modern works cover, in whole or in part. 
loca li zed Indian wars of the seventeent h centu ry. Douglas E. 
Leach's Flintlock and Toma hawk: New Englond in King Philip's 
War (19581 treats the major and decisive encounter of the New 
England colonists with the Indians of thai region. Alden T. 
Vaughan's New England Frontie r: Puritans and Indians, 
1620-1675 (1965) extends the coverage furlher back in time 
while Leach's The Northern Colonial Frontier. 1607-1763(1966). 
in a new series entitled Histories or the American Frontier, 
covers other matters relating to frontier life as well as Indian 
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fighting over a longer period. Verner W. Crane's The Southern 
Fronlier, 1670-1732 {1928} is an older work considered standard 
on the Indian wars of the Carolinas. On Indian warfare, 
intertribal as well as with the whites, along the lake and river 
chain betwecn New York and Canada, see George T. Hunt's The 
Wars of the Iroquois (1940) and Allen W. Trelease's Indion 
Affairs in Colonial New York: The Seventeenth Century (1960) . 
Wilcomb E, Washburn's The Governor and the Rebel : A History 
of Bacon's RebeJJion in Virginia (1957) deals both with the 
problem of the Indian frontier and with internal conflict in 
seventeenth-century Virginia, treating the rebellion as an 
outgrowth of a crisis in defense policy rather than in the 
tradit ional manncr as an incident in the struggle for political 
liberty. A good introduction to the methods of Indian warfare is 
John K. Mahon's "Anglo-American Methods of Indian Warfare, 
1676-1794," Mississippi VoHey Historical Review 45 (1958). 

In covering the epic struggle between France and England for 
control of North America, and the Indian warfare that accom
panied it, Francis Parkman was the pioneer. Although Parkman 
did not have access to all the sou rces that the present day 
historian has, his firsthand knowledge of the terrain and of the 
North American Indian have never been surpassed. He wrote 
with consummate literary skill and his nine-volume series on 
France and England in North America , published between 1865 
and 1892, constitutes a stirring and dramatic account full of the 
personality of the leaders and the clash of arms in the wilder
ness. Parkman was above all a good s tor yteller, not an analyti
cal historian, but his stories have formed the basis of the 
traditional view of the events of this long conflict. 

Another military classic, Sir John Fortescue's History of the 
British Army (Volume 11, 1899) covers the colonial wars in 
outline with the main emphasis on the French and Indian War, 
the only one in which sizable British Army unit s operated on 
the American mainland. A modern scholarly work on a grand 
scale is Lawrence H. GijJSon's The British Empire Before the 
American Revolution in fifteen volumes (1936-70), which in 
selected portions deals with the colonial wars from the view
point of the British administrators in London. A compact sum
mary. re£lecting the modifications of Parkman's accounts by 
modern scho lars. is Howard H. Peckham's The Colonial Wars, 
1689-1762 (1984), a volu me in the University of Chicago's 
History of American Civilization series, The most recent sum
mary work, Douglas Leach 's Arms for Empire: A Military 
History of the British Colonies in North America (1973) in the 
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Macmillan Wars series, treats the colonial wars in broader 
social context than did the earlier histories; it is in fact the 
nearest thing to an adequate overall treatment of both the 
colonial wars and military institutions. and it contains the best 
bibliography for those who want to investigate the colonial 
period in depth. 

Perhaps the most noted co lonial military exploit was the 
capture of the French fortress at Louisbourg in 1745, one of the 
few cases where colonial military Corces successfully mounted 
an orrensive outside- their borders . C. A. Rawlyk's Yankees 01 

Louisbourg (1967) has superseded earlier accounts of this 
expedition. In the southern colonies. the struggle was with 
Spain rather than France, and the thirteenth colony, Georgia, 
was founded primarily as a British outpost against Spain. The 
wars on the southern frontier have had no Parkman to recount 
them. Two valuable recent studies are I. Leitch Wright's Anglo
Spanish Rivolry in North America (1971) and La rry E. Ivers's 
British Drums on the Southern Frontier ... 1733-1749 (1973) . 

The war waged with France from 1754 to 1763 was the climax 
of colonial military history. Gipso n's view of the "Great War for 
Empire" (covered in Volumes VI-VIII of his work). as the 
designation implies. is that it was not a defensive but an 
offensive war waged by the British to expand their empire. 
Writing from a different vantage point, a French Canadian 
scholar. Guy Fregault. thoroughly agrees; in Conada: The War 
of the Conquest (1955. reprint 1969) he emphasizes the effects 
of the British imperial drive on the French culture of the 
province. The British threw their full energies into the conflict 
in North America and after early defeats emerged completely 
victorious. banishing the French threat to the British colonies 
forever. In this war the direction. financing. and the greate r part 
of the military forces were furnished by the British, but all 
types of colonial forces described earlier participated. Many 
Americans. including George Washington. got the military 
experience that was to stand them in good stead in the Ameri
can Revolution . Stanley Pargellis has written the most authori
tative account of the whole range of aHairs relating to the Brit 
ish conduct of the war in Lord Loudoun in North America (1933) 
and has provided a judicious selection of documents in Military 
Affairs in North Americo, 1748-1765: Selected Documents from 
the Cumberland Popers in Windsor Castle (1936). From another 
vantage point lohn A. Schutz has covered the early campaigns in 
the north in his biography of William Shirley. King 's Governor of 
Massachusetts {1961}. 
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Two events in the French and Indian War attract particular 
attention-the ambush and utter defeat of General Edward 
Braddock's force approaching Fort Duquesne in 1755, and the 
victo ry of General james Wolfe over the Marquis de Montcalm 
on the Plains of Abraham before Quebec in 1159, clinching a 
British victory in the war. They may be used to dispel certain 
myths about the inab ilit y of British regulars to adapt to warfare 
in America. Braddock's defeat supposedly proved the unsuita
bility of traditional linear tactics of eighteenth-century warfare 
in America, yet Wolfe's climactic victory on the Plains of 
Abraham was gained almost exclusively by his use of these 
same tactics. In truth, the victory of the vastly inferior French 
and Indian forces over Braddock on the MonongAhela was a 
singular event , not to be repeated in the nine years that fol
lowed. Although the British learned their lessons from it, they 
did not reduce their emphasis on rigid discipline or abandon 
"egular line of battle taclics, even in the American wilderness. 
But they did modify these tactics under particular conditions in 
the American environment as described by I. F. C Fuller in 
British Light Infantry in the Eighteenth Century {1925} and, 
more recently, by Eric Robson in "British Light Infantry in the 
Mid-Eighteenth Century: The Effect of American Conditions," 
Army Quarte rly 63 (1952). Peter Parel argues, on the contrary, 
in "Colonial Military Experience and European Military Reform 
at the End of the Eighteenth Centu ry," Bulletin of the Institute 
of Historical Records 31 (1964), that the influence of colonial 
experience on the tactics of European armies was slight. 

In any case the traditional picture of Braddock's defeat as a 
result of the blunders of the British general has undergone 
considerable transformation at the hands oC modern scholars, 
though few completely absolve him of blame for the debacle. 
But Stanley Pargellis in "Braddock's DeCeat ," American Histori · 
col Review 41 (1936) and Lee McCardell in J/1 ·S tarred General: 
Broddock of the Coldstream Guards (1958) show him as more 
unlucky than inept. The role of the young George Washington in 
the war, including hi s pari in Braddock's expedHion, is trl::aled 
realislically in Vo lume II of Douglas Freeman's George Wash· 
ington (1950) and in James Flexner's George Washington: The 
Porge of Experience, 1732- 1775 (1965). Both volumes also treat 
extensively the difficulties besetting the Virginia military effort 
in the war, problems also covered in Louis K. Koontz's Robert 
Dinwiddie (1925), written Crom the viewpoint of the Virginia 
colonial governor. On Montcalm and Wolfe a Canadian histori · 
nn, C. P. Stacey, has brought the best of modern scholarship to 
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bear on the events on the Piains of Abraham in his Quebec, 
1759: The Siege and the BOllle (1959). Stacey corrects many old 
myths and dispels much of the heroic aura that has always 
surrounded the tragic figures of Wolfe and Montcalm, showing 
them in all their true human dimensions-as men with many 
frailties playing out a grea t historic drama. men whom their 
contemporaries rega rded with a ce rt ain ambivalence. 

The war did not really end with the defeat of the french. The 
Indian tribes along the western frontier undertook a desperate 
effort in 1763 to salvage something of what they had losl with 
the defeat of their French allies, an episode to which Howard 
Peckham has given fullirealment (revising and updating Park
man) in Pontiac and the Indian Uprising (1947). Viewing the 
long Anglo-French struggle in broader perspective. the decisive 
factor was probably not superior British land forces but the 
control of the seas by the British Navy. The best works on the 
role of the naval war are Michael Lewis's The Navy of Briloin 
(1948) and Geral d Graham's Empire of the North Atlantic: The 
Maritime Struggle for North America (1950). 

British success in the "Great War for Empire" led directly to 
the American Revolution: Administering and defending the new 
territories produced the policy of maintaining British regulars 
in America and taxing the colonists to support them, a policy 
that found its first expression in the Stamp Act. The sto ry of 
British military policy in this connection and that of the British 
Army thai served in America and its part in provoking the 
conflict is well told in John Shy's Toward Lexington: The Role 
of th e British Army in the Coming of the Revolution (1965). 

The American Revolution 

The American Revolution was a great event. not only in 
American but in world history. It brought in to being a na tion 
that became. in less than two centuries, the most powerful in 
the western world. And it marked the beginnings of vast 
changes that would sweep that western world in the century 
following, thrusting aside old monarchical institutions in favor 
of parliamentary democracy and laissez faire economics. Albeit 
fought on the main battlefields much like other eighteenth
century wars, it also carried within it the seeds of change Ihat 
would sprout and grow in the french Revolution less than two 
decades later. II was, in this sense, a transition between limited 
wars fought by professional armies and people's wars fought by 
the "nation in arms." 
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The lit erature on the military history of the Revolution. quile 
apart from that on its political. economic. and social aspects. is 
voluminous-the product of several ge nera tions of historians 
collectors. memoir writers. and jou rnalists . Although the mil 
itary history of the war has not generated so much con troversy 
or changing interpretation as that of its causes or the extent of 
internal revolution. successive generations of historians have 
looked at it somewhat differently .! 

The nineteenth century was a period of rampant American 
nationalism. and American historiography of the Revolution. 
se ldom critical or impartial. for the most part portrayed the war 
in terms of the heroic deeds of Washington and his comrades in 
arms. enshrining them in a special pantheon of American heroes. 
While some writers benefited from personal knowledge of men 
and events. nearly all lacked written source material since 
collecting and printing documents was a slow process. Some of 
the earliest histories of the Revolution. for instance those by Rev. 
William Gordon 11788) and Dr. David Ramsay {1793} . contained 
large sections copied almost verbatim from the accounts 
published each year during the conrJict in the British Annual 
Register . 

There was a good deal of originality. however. in Benson f· 
Lossing's Pictorial Field Book of the Revolution (two volumes. 
1851-60). an encyclopedia-like book based on a tour of the sites 
of Revolutionary events which is sti ll quite useful. Also useful is 
the great amount of source material co ll ected and published by 
state governments. historical societies. and private individuals 
during the course of the nineteenth century. including many 
soldiers' journals. diaries. and memoirs . The biographies of the 
period. although generally laudatory. al so included much 
original material. There were many good articles and mono
graphs covering battles and campaigns. an especially significant 
number appea ring in the course of the centennial celebration 
between 1875 and 1883. Some battle and campaign histories that 
merit particular attention are Henry P. Johnston' s Campaign of 
1776 Around New York (1676) and The Yorktown Campaign and 
the Surrender of Cornwallis {1881}. Lyman C. Draper's King's 
Mountain and Its Heroes (1881). Henry 8 . Carrington 's Baliles of 
the American Revolution (1876) , and William S. Stryker's The 
Bottles of Trenlon and Princeton (1898) . 
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Indeed, the nineteenth-century nationalist historians estab
lished a good factual basis for the history of battles and 
campaigns and for the contributions of various leaders. But they 
incorporated little critical analysis of the generalship on either 
side. of the nature of American or British military policy and 
strategy, or of the reasons for American victory and British 
defeat. The new professional "scientific" historians of the first 
four decades of the twentieth century, in their study of the 
Revolution, with some few exceptions, concentrated on econom
ic, social. and political changes. virtually ignoring the extent to 
which the military course of the war arreeted these areas. 

The military professionals or talented amateur historians who 
did continue to study the military aspects of the struggle adopted 
a critical approach quite different from that of their romantic 
nationalist predecessors. Emory Upton drew heavily on the 
Revolution to produce his examples of the inefficiency of militia. 
Frances Vinton Greene's The Revolutionary War and the 
Military Policy of the United Slates (1911), a short military 
history of the Revolution, was largely Uptonian in spirit. And 
Charles Francis Adams. a member of the famous family and a 
Civil War veteran. in Studies Militory and Diplomatic (1911). 
established some of the principal lines the military critique of the 
war was to follow for some time to come. He described the battle 
of Bunker Hill as an epic of blunders on both sides. found Wash· 
ington's conduct of the New York campaign in 1776 little short of 
disastrous. and charged that the American Commander-in
Chief's lack of appreciation of cavalry cost the patriots dearly. 
The message of the writings of Adams, Upton. Greene, and like 
critics was that the Americans had won more because of British 
blunders and French aid than because of their own wise policies 
or intelligent leadership. While some, like Adams. criticized 
Washington, most. like Upton. concentrated their £ire on an inept 
Continental Congress. Both lines of thought found their way into 
the debunking biographies and popular histories of the 19205 
and 1930s. 

Despite slight sllenlion in academic circles, some solid 
scholarly works were produced on the military side of the 
Revolution in the rirst four decades of the twentieth century. 
Louis C. Hatch's Administration of the American Revolutionory 
Army (1904). though unsatisfactory in many respects, is still the 
best work dealing with what we would today call personnel 
administration. Charles K, Bolton's study. The Private Soldier 
under Washington {1902}, falls into a similar category. Justin 
Smith's two-volume work, Our Struggle for the Fourteenth 
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Colony: Canada and the American Revolution (1907) is still the 
on ly fu ll treatment of American efforts to co nquer Canada, 
Admiral Alfred Thayer Mahan turned hi s skills to analysis of the 
naval operations on both sides in Major Operations of the Navies 
in the War of Independence (1913). Ga rdner All en produced 
what is s till the standard history of the Cont inental Navy in 
Naval History of the American Revolution {two volumes, 1913} . 
E. E. Curtis's Organization of the British Army in the American 
Revolution (1926J was one of the first studies to ca ll attention to 
the immense diffi culties the British faced in raising, transport
ing, and supply ing an army to fight the wa r in America. 

A number of other s tud ies of the period laid greater st ress on 
the ineptitude of British ministe rs and commanders than on any 
inherent difficulties they faced. Willi am M. James's British Navy 
in Adversity (1926) emphasized the incompetence of Lord 
Sandwich, the First Lord of the Admiralty. Hoffman Nickerso n's 
The Turning Point of the Revolution {1928), a classic study of the 
Saratoga campaign by an Army officer, blamed much of the 
British failure in the 1777 campaig n on the blundering of Lord 
George Germain. Allen French's The Day of Lexington and 
Concord (1925) and The First Year of the American Revolution 
{1934}. meti cul ous ly researched accounts of the events of 
1775-76. st ressed the ineptitude of the king's ministers and his 
commanders in America in the revolutionary crisis. Troyer S. 
Anderson in The Command of the !-lowe Brothers During the 
American Revolution (1936J pictured the Howes as caught in a 
dilemma between their peacemaking and warmaking missions. 

World War II seemingly reminded American profeSSiona l 
historians. many of whom served in the confljct. that how wa rs 
are fought can be as importa nt as the ca uses and consequences of 
them and indeed must in any case vitally affect the latter, The 
19505 saw the appearance of a nu mber of general hi stories of 
land wa rfare during the American Revolution-Willard Wal· 
lace's Appeal to Arms (1951); Lynn Montross's Rag. Tog. and 
Bobtail: The Story of the Continental Army (1952): Christopher 
Ward's The War of Ihe Revolulion, edited by John R. Alden (two 
volumes, 1952J: Geo rge F. Scheer and Hugh F. Rankin's Rebels 
and Redcoats (1957); and Howard Peckham's The War for 
Independence: A Military History {1958} . A vo luminous 
docume ntary collection by Henry S. Commage r and Richard B. 
Morris. The Spirit of '76: The Story of the American Revolution 
as lold by Participants {two vo lumes, 19581. by no means 
slight ed the military even ts of the war it self. 

These va rious ge neral hi stories provide the s tudent toda y with 
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morc than adequate general coverage of the campaigns and 
battles of the war. Meanwhile, scholars in more specialized areas 
have produced a large number of new studies, and new ba lanced 
biographies have supplanted both the romanticized works of the 
nineteenth century and the debunking biographies of the 19205 
and 1930s. The most recent general military history of the 
Revolution, Don Higginbotham's The War of Americon Inde
pendence: Mililary Altitudes, Policies. and Practices (1971). 
contains the best synthesis of all this recent scholarship . 
Higginbotham adds litfle to Ward or Wallace insofar as the 
course of batt les and campaigns is co ncerned, but he does add 8 

dimension in treating the military policies and institutions of 
Revolutionary America in an attempt to show how they grew out 
of the colonial past and influenced the future of American 
military policy. In similar fashion, Mark M. Boatner's Encyc
lopedia of the American Revolution (1966, revised in 1974) is an 
indispensable reference work that incorporates, in topical 
entries, much of the results of scholarly s tud y of the Revolution 
since Lossing's lime. Also useful as reference works are two 
bicentennial publications sponsored by the Clements Library at 
the University of Michigan-Howard H. Peckham's (cd.) The 
Toll of Independence: Engagements and Bottle Casualties of the 
American Revolution (1974) and Charles H. Lesser's (ed.) The 
Sinews of Independence: Monfhly Strength Reports of the 
Continental Army (1976). 

The picture of the Revolution that emerges from this welter of 
new scholarship is neither the nineteenth-century one of right
eous patriots triumphing over villainous redcoats nor of an 
American victory explained solely in terms of British blu nders 
and French aid. If there is anyone theme running through much 
of the recent literature produced on both sides of the Atlantic it is 
the emphasis on the sheer physical difficulty the British faced in 
subduing the American revolt. The British had to recruit an army 
or buy one in Germany, transport and supply it over 3,000 miles 
of ocean, and then use it effective ly to reestablish control over a 
vast and sparsely populated territory. If British generals seemed 
slow and lethargic and constantly wo rked at cross purposes 
with their colleagues, their naval counterpa rt s, and the govern
ment at home, much of this was owing to the great dHficulties of 
transport. supp ly, and communicat ion ove r long distances. 

This point of view is ably presented in the British historian 
Eric Robson's brilliant se ries of essays, The American Revolu
lion in Its Polj! icol and Military Aspecls (1955). Another British 
scholar, Piers Mackesy, has also faced the question of why the 
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British defeat in a study of British policy and strategy at the 
cabinet level in London, The War for America, 1775- 1783 (1964), 
Mackesy fee ls that a British military victory would have been 
possible on a number of occas ions, and par ticularly in 1780 whe n 
wa r weari ness had set in among the Americans, had the British 
been able to put abou t 10,000 more troops in America. Mackesy 
admits, however, that such a military victory wou ld have had 
little political value unlcss the British could have found a native 
To ry element capable of gove rning the co unt ry. Mackesy rin ds 
the French and Span ish con tribution in con testing control of the 
seas the really vital facto r. a judgment not very difFerent from 
that of Admiral Mahan in 1913. In cont rast to Mackesy, john R. 
Alden in his The American Revolution (1954) contends that th e 
British task was so difficu lt that the Americans cou ld probably 
have won wit hout French aid. 

Those who. like Mackesy. believe the British might have won 
admit that the victory would have been possible only if they 
could have used the "good Americans," the Tories, to contro l the 
"bad" ones-Washington, jerrerson, and the other rebels. No 
question in the historiography of the Revolution is morc difficult 
than that of the Tories. Who and how numerous were they? 
William H. Nelson in an excellent philosophical analysis, The 
Americon Tory: A Study of the Loyalists in the American 
Revolution (1961), argucs that the Tories were usually local 
minorities and that they we re ahoul onc quarter of the 
"politically active" population. Wallace Brown in The Good 
Americans; The Loyalists in the American Revolution (1969). 
based largely on a study of Loyalists who claimed compensation 
from the British after the war, places their number within the 
broad range of firtcen to thirty percent of the population. PRul H. 
Smith's Loyolists and Redcoats; A Study in British Revolution
ary Policy (1964) shows how the British failed in their eHort to 
make eHeclive usc of the Tories. 

The new emphasis upon the difficuhies the British faced and 
the importance of the Tories has forced some re~evalualion of 
Upton's strictures on the mil itia during the Revolution . For the 
militia. after all, maintained control of the countryside. put the 
Tories in their place. and harried the British armies that moved 
too far away from their coas tal bases. Walter Millis has put it 
quite succinctly: 

While the regular armies marched and fllughl more or len inerfecltHllly. 
it was the militia which I)resented the greatest sin~le lmjlf!dlment to 
Britain" Ilnl)' practicable weapon. that of counter·revlllulion . Tbe 
mihlill were often much less than ideal combat trOllps lind they have 
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come in for ha rd words ever s ince. Bul their true military and political 
, Igntricance mlly have been underrat ed.> 

As the United Stutes itse lf became involved, in Vietnam. in 
wrestling with a problem of control of a countrys ide and its 
population, appreciation of the difficulties the British faced in 
the Revolution and of the importance of the militia has increased. 
Yel in all the welter of scholarship on the American Revolution, 
no good work trcats the Revolutionary militia nor indeed 
provides a satisfactory account of the Continental Army as a 
military institution, though the subjects are covered with 
varying accuracy in the standard military histories of the 
Revolution and of the United States Army. 

Whatever the militia's contribution, the final victory still had 
to be won on the land and sea by regular American and French 
military forces. The detailed study of battles and leaders of the 
Revolution continues therefore to hold its importance and allure. 
A few of Ihe modern studies in these areas need 10 be noted. 
Arthur B. Tourtellot's William Diamond 's Drum: The Beginnings 
of the War of the American Revolulion (1959) is the best account 
of Lexington and Concord. Alfred H. Bill's Volley Forge: The 
Making of on Army (1952) treats the battles of Germantown and 
Monmouth as wen as the great winter ordeal of the Continental 
Army. Rupert Furneaux's The Batlle of Saratoga (1971), Russell 
F. Weigley's The Partisan War: The South Carolina Campaign of 
1780- 1782 {1970}, and Harold Larrabee's Decision at the 
Chesapeake (1964) on the Yorktown campaign arc all va luable 
studies . Samuel S. Smith's four books on the battles ofTrenlon 
{1965}, Princeton (1967), Monmouth (1964), and the Delaware 
forts (1970) are readable and relate the events of these battles to 
present-day landmarks. Jack M. Sosin's The Revolutionary 
Frontier, 1763 -1783 (1967) and Dale Van Every's A Company of 
Heroes: The American Frontier 1775-1783 {1962} are modern 
accounts of the war along the fringes of settlement. Intelligence 
activities are the centra l feat ure of Carl Van Doren's Secret 
History of the Americon Revolution (1941) which, along with 
james Flexner's The Trailor and the Spy (1953), con tains a fu ll 
account of Benedict Arnold's treason drawn from new sources in 
British archives. Harold Pelerson's The Book of Ihe Continental 
Soldier (1968) is a well illustrated treatment of uniforms, 
weapons , practices , and customs of the Continenta l Army. 
Benjamin Quarles's The Neg ro in the Americon Revolution 
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(1961) treats the role of blacks in winning American independ
ence-a IonS-neglected sub ject. 

Contributions to American naval hi sto ry during the Revolu
tion have been made by William Bell Clark in a series of works on 
various Con tinenta l Navy officers and privateers , typical of 
which is Ben Franklin 's Privateers (1956), and by William ). 
Morgan in Cap ta ins to the No rthward: The New England 
Cap tains in the Continental Navy (1959). Good short treatments 
of the British Navy during the Revolution are to be found in the 
two wo rks mentioned earlier. Lewis's Navy of Britain and 
Gerald Graham's Empire of th e North Atlantic. As a refe rence on 
the naval vessels, tactics, weapons, and crews, see Jack 
Coggins's Ships and Seamen of the American Revolution (1969) . 
The Naval History Divis ion is engaged in a massive project of 
edi ting and pUblishing Nava l Documents of the American 
Revolution (1964-): the seven volumes completed at the end of 
1976 cover the period 1774-77. 

The prosaic field of logistics has in the past attracted few 
writers, though logistics were of transcendent importance in 
determining the outcome of the conflict, as Eric Robson noted in 
his essays. Supporting Robson's view of the role of logistics in 
British defeat are two recent studies on British supply and 
transport problems. David Syrett's Shipping in the American 
War. 1775-1783 (1970) and R. Arthur Bowler's Logis tics and the 
Failure of the British Army in America (1975). There have been 
no comparable analyses of American logistics. The student must 
rely primarily on articles and chap ters in broader works such as 
Huston's Sinews of War and Risch's Quartermaster Support of 
the Army. Victor L. lohnson's The Admi nistration of the 
American Commissariat During the Revolutionary War (1941) 
covers a specialized area. A comprehensive treatment of 
finances, certa inly the Achilles' heel of the American war effort. 
is to be found in Elmer I. Ferguson's The Power of the Purse: A 
History of American Public Finances; 1776-1790 (1961) . A most 
useful comp il ation of maps for the student of either logistics or 
battles is the Rand McNally Atlas of the American Revolution 
(1974. edited by Kenneth Nebenzabel). 

Many of the most significan t recent works on the Revolution 
have been biographies of American and British military leaders. 
On the American side. the laudatory tone of the nineteenth
century biographies and the debunking lane of those of the 
twenties and thirties have been supplanted by a realistic 
approach which leaves Washington and hi s principal li eutenants 
as heroes but of quite human proportions. Douglas Freeman's 
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massive eight~volume biography of George Washington devotes 
three volumes to his role as leader of the Revolution, while James 
T. Flexner cove rs Ihis part of his career in onc volume. George 
Washington in the American Revolution. 1775-1783 (1968). The 
Washington of Freeman and Flexner (and the portrait of the two 
diHers in some respects) is a great leader, bUI not the marble-like 
god of the nineteenth century. Few any longer deny that his 
conduct of the New York campaign, as Charles Francis Adams 
contended in 1911. left much to be desired or that he made other 
mistakes in his military conduct of the war. His strengt h lay 
more in his character and perseverance in the face of almost 
insuperable obstacles than in any innate military ge nius. A 
dissident on this score, however, is Dave R. Palmer, who in The 
Way of the Fox: American Stmtegy in the War for America (1975) 
paints Washington as a consummate strategist whose moves in 
each of four phases of the war were carefully calculated to 
produce American victory. For those who may wish an 
iconoclastic view of the great man, see Bernhard Knollenberg's 
Washington and the Revolution (1940), which poses some 
interesting questions ahout such key episodes as the co url
martial of Charles Lee and the alleged Conway cabal. 

Theodore Thayer's Nathanael Greene: Strategist of the Revo
lution (1960) paints Greene as the best of the milita ry minds 
among Washington's subordinates and in so doing presents an 
account of the southern campaign. North Callahan's Henry 
Knox: George Washington 's General portrays sympathetically 
another of the Commander-in-Chiefs principal assistants. Two 
biographies of Daniel Morgan appeared at roughly the same 
time, Don Higginbotham's Daniel Morgan, Revolutionary 
Rifleman (1961) and Callahan's Daniel Morgon, Rangel' of the 
Revolution (1961). Willard M. Wallace in Traitorous Hero: The 
Life and Fortune of Benedict Arnold (1954) tells anew the 
amazing tate of the exploits and eventual apostasy of a most 
contradictory character. John R. Alden in General Charles Lee: 
Traitor or Potriot (1951) treats another controversial character 
and exonerates him of anything worse than bad judgment at 
Monmouth. An older work by a military scholar, John M. 
Palmer's General Von Steuben (1937). is the best on the German 
pseudo baron who did so much to train the Continental Army. In 
a trilogy, Lafoyette Comes to America (1935). Lafayette loins the 
American Army (1937), and Lafayette and the Close of the 
American Revolution (1942). Louis R. Gottschalk has dispelled 
much of the myth that has surrounded the young French 
marquis. Samuel Eliot Morison's John Poul Jones: A Soilor's 
Biography (1959) is the best as well as the liveliest and most 
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readable account of the life of the greatest American naval hero 
of the war. 

The treatments of British commanders have generally been 
less' biographies than accounts of their roles in the Revo lution. 
John R. Alden's General Gagc in America (1948) treats 
sympathetically the first in the succession of British command
ers-in-chief in America. In The Howe Brothers and the American 
Revolution (1972), Ira D. Gruber emphasizes their efforts at 
conciliation. contending that in this pursuit they sacrificed the 
"ministry's best prospect for regaining the colonies." William B. 
Willcox's Portrait of 0 General: Sir Henry Clinton in the War of 
Independence {1964} is of particular significance as a study in 
the psychology of the British commander who held the position 
longer than any other during the Revolution and as a treatment of 
the quarrels and misunderstandings that continually beset the 
British command in America. If Gruber finds the secret of British 
failure in 1776-78 in the futile efforts of the Howe Brothers to 
conciliate rather than to fight, Willcox finds it in 1778-81 in the 
indecisive character of Sir Henry Clinton and the de facto 
divided command that cost the British dearly in both north and 
south. Franklin B. and Mary Wickwire's Cornwallis, the 
American Adventure (1970) portrays with considerable sym
pathy the character and career of the British general who los I his 
army at Yorktown, stressing the difficulties he faced and holding 
Clinton largely responsible for his failure. Gerald Saxon Brown's 
The American Secretary: The Colonial Policy of Lord George 
Germain (1963) does much to rehabilitate the character of the 
British cabinet minister whose alleged muddling has generally 
been held largely responsible for the British disaster a! Saratoga. 
George Martelli has done much the same for the First Lord of the 
Admiralty in Jeremy Twitcher: A Life of the Fourth Eorl of 
Sandwich (1962). 

In two volumes, George A. Billias, as editor, has brought 
logether sketches of the major military leaders on both sides. 
each essay written by a different author. The first volume, 
George Washington's Gencrals (1964), contains sketches of 
Washington himself. and of ten of his principal subordinates; the 
second. George Washington's Opponents: British Generals and 
Admirols of the American Revolution (19691, has essays on a 
dozen British generals and admirals. Though the sketches in 
these volumes vary a great deal in approach and quality, their 
final effect is clear. They show the American leaders as more 
energetic and resourceful and call attention again to the 
ineffectiveness of British leaders and the divided counsels that 
plagued the development of British strategy. The net impact of 
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the newer biographies of both English and American leaders is 
thus not so different from that of the less sophisticated hero
worshipping idylls of the nineteenth century. 

The writings of several generations of historians have served 
to illuminate but not to resolve completely the whys of American 
victory and British deCeat or even the military meaning of the 
American victory. Tactical innovations were not extensive. but 
they did represent a culmination oC the trend toward employ
ment of light troops as skirmishers that had begun in the French 
and Indian War. In general Americans tried to adapt to the lin
ear tactics oC the British army as the British adapted to the 
guerrilla tactics of the American forest. Alone time American 
success was ascribed to a superior weapon. the so-called 
Kentucky rifle. which was far more accurate than the smooth
bore musket with which the British. and indeed most Americans, 
were equipped. Colonel John W. Wright in "The Rifle in the 
American Revolution," American Historica l Review 29 (1924). 
laid this theory to rest by pointing out that though the ri£le was 
useful in wooded areas it was unsuitable for open-field fighting 
because of its slow rate of fire and lack of a bayonet. Wright made 
it clear that the rifle played only a subsidiary role in American 
victory; it was useful at Saratoga but not at Yorktown. 

Walter Millis in Arms and Men contends that the real 
signiricance of the American Revolution for later military 
development was not in tactics at all but in the concept. inherent 
in the thinking of Washington and other leaders. of a national 
army to which every citizen owed service in war and peace. This 
concept was but imperfectly realized in the Continental Army 
and the militia of the American Revolution. but it came to full 
fruition in the "nation in arms" of the French Revolution. 

The Early Notional Period 

In the Uptonian tradition. the period between the Revolution 
and the end of the War of 1812 is a sort of "Dark Age" in American 
military history. In that view. the American people. imbued with 
an unreasoning prejudice against standing armies in time of 
peace and mindful of government economy. emasculated their 
military forces. The Continental Army (or the Regular Army as it 
was to be called after 1788). after practical disbandment in 1783. 
survived only as a very small force. not very professional at that. 
largely employed on the frontiers against the Indians. The Navy, 
which disappeared entirely at the end of the Revolution. was 
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revived in 1796 during the troubles with revolutionary france 
but barely survived the Jeffersonian economy drive in the early 
1800s. The country came to re ly on an unwie ldy militia system. 
inherited from Colonial times. and entered the War of 1812 
completely unprepared. The militia proved a weak reed. and 
American performance in that war was miserably inept. 

This "Dark Age" was hardly so dark as the Uptonians wo ul d 
paint it. Whatever may have been the defects in American 
military institutions, and they were undoubtedly great, the 
country had singular success in achieving the longer range goals 
of its foreign policy and in insuring domestic security. the ends 
mili tary policy normally serves. The new nation established a 
central government with the powers of taxation and of raising 
military forces that the Confederation had sadly lacked. The 
Constitution, in its army. navy. and militia clauses. laid the 
foundation of American military power. The Indians along the 
frontier were subdued or pushed westward, opening the area 
between the Appalachians and the Mississippi to unlimited 
settlement. The Louisiana Purchase extended American bound~ 
aries westward. and military explorers carried the flag to the 
top of the Rockies and to the Pacific Coast. Internal threats to 
disrupt the union, such as the Whiskey Rebellion in 1794 and the 
several conspiracies to separate the trans~Appalachian west 
from the union, were successfully frustrated. One could hardly 
say the United Stales won the War of 1812 in any literal meaning 
of that word. yet the end of the war did herald the beginning of 
American supremacy on the continent. In truth . Americans paid 
few penalties beyond local defeats for the military inefficiency 
and ineptitude with which military critics. with some justice. 
have charged them. The military history of 1783-1815 has its 
share of ironies. 

Works dealing exclusively with military history of the 
interwar period, 1783-1812. are not numerous. Military affairs 
of the period have been treated quite extensively in both general 
military histories of the United States and in general histories of 
the particular period. Henry Adams's History of the Uniled 
States During Ihe Administrotions of Jefferson and Madison in 
nine volumes (1669-91) is still perhaps the best deta iled work fo r 
military as well as political and diplomatic history of the 
1800-1815 period. The studies of Leonard White on the 
administrative structure of the federal government. The Fedcrol~ 
isLs (1948) and the Jeffersonians (1951), are indispensable aids to 
the study of the military organization and policies during the 
period. Harry M. Ward's more specialized The Deportment of 
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War, 1781-1795 (1962) covers military administration in a 
transition period. 

The best work on the early years of the Army in the field. as 
opposed to departme ntal administration, is James R. Jacobs's 
The Beginnings of the U.S. Army (1947). Marshall Smelser has 
done a similar job for the early years of the Navy in The Congress 
Founds the Navy (1959) . Jacobs has also provided in Tarnished 
Warrior (1938) a biography of James Wilkinson, the ranking 
oHicer of the Regular Army during most of these years , whose 
devious dealings with the Spanish and in the Burr conspiracy 
have never yet been completely unraveled. 

The most significant work to appear recently on military 
policy in the post-Revolutionary period, however, is Richard H. 
Ka hn 's Eagle and Sword: The Beginnings of the Military 
Establishment in America (1975) . Kohn stresses the importance 
of the national defense issue in the twenty years after 1783 and 
shows that it was the Federalists who actually won the day in the 
battle over the establishment of a national army, although they 
destroyed their party in the process. 

William H. Goetzmann's Army Exploration in the American 
West, 1803 -1863 (1959) covers the military ex pedi tions into the 
territory of the Louisiana Purchase. John Bakeless's Lewis and 
Cla rk , Partners in Discovery (1947) deals more specifically with 
the most important of these expeditions. Gardner Allen has 
provided coverage of naval operations in Our Noval War With 
France (1909) Rnd Our Navy and the Barbary Corsai rs (1905). 

One of the few works dt!aling exclusively with that most 
important military institution of the period, the militia, is John K. 
Mahon's The American Militia : Decode of Decision 1789-1800 
(1960). covering a lime when the basic militia laws that were to 
govern to 1903 took shape. Francis Prucha's The Sword of the 
Republic: the United States Army on the Frontier. 1783-1846 
(1969) contains a good account of the Harmer, St. Clair, and 
Wayne expeditions against the Indians. as well as the frontier 
fighting during the War of 1812. Dale Van Every's The Ark of 
Empire. 1784 -1803 (1963) and Final Challenge: The American 
Frontier 1804-1845 (1964) deal more fully with the militia 
campaigns as well as those of the regulars against the Indians 
both north and south. Randolph C. Downes's Council Fires on the 
Upper Ohio: A Narrative of Indion Affairs in the Upper Ohio 
Volley Until 1795 (1940) treats this period agai nst the back· 
ground of the earlier conflicts in the area with far greater 
sympathy for the Indians than most of the military historians 
show. Leland D. Baldwin's Whiskey Rebels : The Story of a 
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Frontier Uprising (1939) devotes at least some atten ti on to the 
milit ia expedition dispatched by President Wash ingto n to 
western Pennsy lvania in 1794 to insure compliance with the tax 
laws-the great precedent for use of federal military force in civil 
disturbances in this country. 

The War of 1812 itse lf has been the subjec t of considerably 
more historica l literature than the formative period of the Union, 
although the war has not attracted as much attention as the 
Revolution, the Civil War, or the fwo grea t wo rl d wars of the 
twent ieth century. The best writ ing on the war as a whole has 
come since the post-World Wa r II renaissance of inte rest in 
milita ry history, but many of t he older works are still val uab le. 
Benson J. Lossing's Pictoria l Field Book of the Warof 1812 (1868). 
a companion piece to his similar book on the Revo lution. is still 
quite useful. And the sections from Henry Adams's nine-vo lume 
history edited by Harvey A. DeWeerd and repr inted as The War 
of 1812 (1944) remains pe rhaps the best general history, though 
one must guard against Adams's prejudices against both the 
British and the Republican administ rations. It was Adams who 
perhaps did most to create the image of bungling and misman
agement in American conduct of the war. The best account of 
naval operations is Alfred Thayer Mahan's Sea Power in Its 
Relation to the War of 1812 (1905), though his emphasis on the 
importance of heavy ships of the line and a fleet in being can 
be disputed as the best po licy for the Americans. Theodore 
Roosevelt's Noval Wor of 1812 (1882) is genera ll y reliab le and 
more readable than Mahan. 

Since World War II there has been a rash of general accounts. 
Francis F. Beirne's The Wor of 1812 (1949) relies heavily on 
Adams and Lossing, while Glenn Tucker's Poltroons ond 
Patriots: A Popular Account of the War of 1812 (1954), which 
emphasizes the blundering, draws equa ll y heavily on contem
porary newspapers. J. MacKay Hitsman's The Incredible Wor of 
1812 (1965) presents a modern Canadian view or the war, and 
Reginald Horsman in The War of 1812 (1969) presents a 
relatively balanced account for both sides. Harry L. Coles's The 
War of 1812 (1965), a volume in the Chicago History of American 
Civilization series, and John K. Mahon's The War of 1812 {1972) 
are the best modern accounts and the most profitable read ing fo r 
the military student. 

On particular aspects of the war, Alec R. Gilpin treats the 
campaigns along the northern front in The Warof 1812 in IheOld 
Northwest (1958): Neil H. Swanson's The Perilous Fight (1945) 
tells of the British inroads in the Chesapeake Bay area in August 
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and September of 1814 nnd the seriocomic American flight from 
the capital city. Charles F. Brooks's The Siege of New Orleans 
(1961) and Wilburl S. Brown's The Amphibious Campaign for 
West Florid" and Louisiono: A Crllleol Review of Sirolegy and 
Toclics 01 New Or/cons {1969J supp lant older accounts of the 
lasl battle of the war and the only onc that produced a decisive 
American victory (though rought after the signing of the treaty of 
peace). As usual. biographies contain some of the most useful 
trcatments of events of the war. Among those of imporlance are 
Marquis James's Andrew Jackson. the Bordcr Captain (1933). 
Freeman Cleaves's Old Tippecanoe: WjJliam Henry Horrison 
(1939), Charles J. Dulton's Oliver Hazard Perry (1935), Charles 
W. Elliot's Winfield SCOIl. the Soldier and the Mon (1937), and 
Glen n Tucker's Tecumseh: Vision of Glory {1956J. 

What conclusions emerge from modern historical scholarship 
with regard to the War of 1812? The conflict was once called the 
Second War of American Independence, and this is not entirel y 
unjustified. It is not, as ea rl y American historians assu med , thai 
the British were trying 10 reverse the verdict of 1783 and 
reconquer the United States. The British accepted the independ
ence of the United States and sought only to limit the nation's 
growth nnd influence. But the war did mark the end of 
dependence on the European system and the beginning of an era 
when the country could turn toward its own internal develop
ment and expansion on a continent where it was clearly 
dominant. Even H this development was mainly a result of the 
European peace that followed the exhaustive wars of the 
Napoleonic era, it still was a most significant one. As Harry 
Coles remarks, "From the Revolution onward a basic aim of 
American statesmen had been to achieve freedom of action so 
that the United Stales co uld choose peace or war as ils interest 
might dictate. With the settlement of 1815 this aim became a 
reality 10 a degree that the early statesmen had hardly dared to 
hope."4 

This success was achieved despite much ineptitude and 
blundering in the American conducl of the war, particularly in 
the first year, and the Un ited States did not win in the military 
se nse. The Peace ofGhenl (1815) was essential ly our first peace 
without victory. Bul Britain did not win the war either, and the 
issues like impressment of seamen, over which it supposed ly 
was fought, simply disappeared with the peace in Europe. 
During the first two years, while the Americans were most inept, 
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Britain had to devote her greatest errorts to the campaigns 
against Napoleon in Europe and treated the war in America as a 
s ideshow. With Napoleon's exile to Elba in 1814, the British 
could make a more serious errort in North America. but the 
Americans had found new and effecti ve militar y leade rs in such 
men as Jacob Brown, Winfield Scott. and Andrew Jackson. 
British goals were still limited, and Britain had the same 
disadvantages 10 overcome in terms of terrain and geography as 
in the Revolution. And although the central governme nt in 
Washington exercised its power weakly and many Americans 
opposed the war with England, the United States was now a 
populous and strong country with a going cenlral govern ment 
and no Tories. 

Perhaps vic tory was impossible for either s ide for reasons 
quite apart from the virtues of men or military systems. Harry 
Coles pul it this way: 

The answer seems to be that both sides were a tt empting to carry out 
operations that were simply beyond the technical means of the day. In 
Canada to a degree. and much more so in the United States. there was 
much brute strength but nowhere did there exist either the public or 
privQle means to organize resources and bring them to bear in an 
effective war effort. 

Or, as Reginald Horsman puts it. "Throughout the war neither 
power was able 10 solve the problems of offensive warfare on the 
North American continent. and derence predominated."5 

This verdict hardly conforms to that of critics who found in the 
War of 1812 a failure that was the direct result of a faulty 
military policy-reliance on the militia. There can be little 
question that the militia failed on many occasions. and above all 
it was a most imperfect instrument for offensive operations 
against Florida and Canada. Since Ihe British did not really 
attempt to subjugate the country in the War of 1812. the rising of 
the militia in local areas for defense of their homes had not the 
same effect it had in the Revolution. Nor was the militia needed 
to maintain control over the countryside. for there was no British 
"fifth column" such as the Tories had represented during the 
Revolution. And when we consider the operations of militia in 
the field, we must admit too that the results were not entirely 
negative. Regular forces were defeated and humiliated in the 
early stages of the war just as militia were. and militia performed 
well, just as they had in the Revolution. under certain 

$ . Cot .... WOto( 1~!2. ~p 2S8-~~ lI.oR,notd Horomu. The Wotof 1812 INew York- A A Knopf. 19691. 
p.265 
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circumstances. Maryland militia did well in the defense of 
Baltimore in 1814 (in contrast to the performance in the defense 
of Washington at Bladensbu rg in the same year) , Kentucky 
volunteers did well at the Thames, and some militia unit s were 
among the vic tors in Jackson's lines a t New Orleans. 

Yet, on balance, there can be no question thai the old militia 
system did prove ill suiled for fighting the kind of war waged 
between 1812 and 1815, and Americans tacitl y recognized it. 
After 1815 the old militi a system fell into decay, to be replaced by 
vo lu nteers of two sorts: those who trained in special companies 
in peacetime and were eventually known as the National Guard , 
and volunteers who enlisted in wartime in state units for specific 
periods of time. Volunteers rather than militia were to be the 
principal American re liance in the Mexican War, the Civil War, 
and the Spanish American War. But volunteers of this sort were 
nothing new-they had been used in the colonial period for man y 
exped itions. and the Continental Arm y was, of course. composed 
of them. On the emergence of the volunteer spirit as the core of 
the American military sys tem see Marcus Cunliffe's Soldiers 
and Civilians: The Martial Spirit in America. 1775-1865 (1968). 
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Chl'Pter 8 

American Military 
History: The Middle 
Years, 1815-1916 
Riehlrd I. SonUDUI 

ANDREW Jackson's decisive victory at New Orleans on 
8 January ushered in the year 1815. This battle that began a year 
also ended an era during which several of the great powers of 
Europe had threatened the interests, sometimes even the 
security, of the fledgling United States. For the next hundred 
years European countries directly posed no serious threat to 
Ameri~a's vital interests, and the United Stat!!s, in turn, did not 
actively involve itself in the European state system. Friction 
with foreign nations that did arise was usually settled with a 
maximum of diplomacy and a minimum of force. 

This absence of major foreign threats , together with the 
natural protection afforded by vast oceans, profoundly influ
enced the course of American history in these middle years. This 
"era of free security," as one scholar has termed it,l enabled the 
nation to concentrate on domestic political and economic 
development, free from concern over danger from abroad. The 
armed forces generally played a relatively minor role during this 
period. Except during emergencies they were small, consumed 
few resources, embraced only a minuscule fraction of the 
population, and basically remained outside popular conscious
ness . 

Yet , howe ve r small, armed forces did exist during these years, 
so the y do have a military history . Understanding the national 
context in which they functioned is essential to comprehending 
that hi story. But following their experiences and development is 
equally important. The Army's prime responsibility throughout 
this period was the long, slow, grinding task of advancing and 
securing the frontier against the Indians, thereby establishing 
the degree of safety in which westwa rd expansion could 
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flourish. And on the rare occasions when this expansion or other 
factors brought the country into conflict with foreign states, 
Mexico and Spain. the regulars provided the nucleus around 
which large numbers of volunteers rallied to secure national 
objectives. These foreign wars themselves mark significant 
points of study in U.S. military history. Even morc of a milestone 
in the national life was the greatest conflict of this era, the Civil 
War, which definitively resolved the long controversy over the 
nature of the federal union-the high point of American military 
history in the middle years. 

The Navy during the same period was the first line of defense 
against potential overseas foes and a combatant service when 
wars did erupt. 1t was also the principal instrument for limited 
U.S. participation in military ventures in Asia and Africa. And 
as the country became more involved abroad around the turn of 
the century. the Navy's responsibilities correspondingly 
mounted. 

In addition to fighting, the armed forces performed other 
important functions. Both the Army and Navy made major 
contributions to medicine and science. The Army also did much 
civil engineering work and, more importantly, was the principal 
educator of civil engineers in the country. The service academies. 
indeed, served as general colleges for many young men who 
could not afford advanced private education. Some of these 
graduates enriched their civilian communities after limited tours 
of duty. Those who remained in service correspondingly 
enriched the armed forces. whose high command came increas
ingly to be entrusted to them. 

As the Army and Navy underwent these experiences. they 
progressively grew in strength, organization. technique. and 
professionalism. The American armed forces that re-entered 
Europe's wars in 1917 were far different from those that had last 
been embroiled in world conflict in 1812-15. That growth and the 
experiences along the way make up American military history in 
the middle years. 

The preceding chapter lists general histories. compilations. 
documents, and interpretations of American military opera
tions, organizations, institutions, personnel. and policies. 
Portions of such works. of course. perlain to events of the middle 
years. Other works listed here may start before or extend beyond 
the middle years. William Goetzmann's study covers Army 
Exploration in Ihe American West. 1803-1863 (1959): Clarence 
Clendenen's Blood on the Border (1969) deals with disturbances 
along the Mexican border after 1848; and J. P. Dunn's Massacres 
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of the Mounlains (18B6\, Rupert Richardson's Comanche Barrier 
(1933). lohn Tebbel and Keith Jennison's The American Indian 
Wars (1960), and Tebbe!'s Compacl History (1966) each relate to 
conflicts with the red men. In the field of technology and 
weaponry. William Birkhimer's Historical Skelch of the Organi
zation. Administration, Materiel and Tactics of the Artillery 
(1864) is still useful; Claud Fuller's The Breech-Loader in the 
Service, 1816-1917 (1965) recounts the long and controversial 
rise of that weapon to pre-eminence; and Arthur Van Gelder and 
Hugo Schlatter trace Ihe History of the Explosives Industry in 
Americo (1927). Other informative volumes on ordnance include 
Frank Comparato's Age of Great Cuns (196S) and Arcadi 
Gluckman's United Slates Muskets. Rifles. and Carbines {1948}. 

1815-1846 

The end of the War of 1812 found the United States with an 
army of 38.000 regulars and nearly 200,000 militia. The return of 
peace brought a reduction to some 10,000 regulars. This small 
force was expected to face recalcitrant Spaniards in the south 
and sou lhwesl, gua rd against hoslile Indians in the west and 
northwest, and con front potentially troublesome British in the 
north as well as protect the Atlantic coast. Such requirements 
appeared impossible for this lillie army. yet time-honored 
political and economic doctrines made large standing armies 
anathema to nineteenth-century America. The small body of 
regulars would have to make da as best it could between wars 
and then rely on a large influx of poorly trained volunteers or 
militia to help it fight major conflicts. 

No such big war with another country erupted for thirty years. 
Friction with Britain over the militarization of the Creat Lakes. 
the Canadian revolt of 1837, the Aroostook frontier, and the 
Oregon country were settled by diplomacy before occasional 
border incidents could flare into open war. Spanish Florida, a 
haven for renegade Indians and slaves. proved more trouble
some, but Andrew Jackson's unauthorized invasion or the region 
in 1818 led to a collapse of Spanish rule . Resulting negotialions 
not only secured that territory but defined the southwestern 
frontier as well. 

Not foreign states bul Indian tribes represented the major 
problem for the United Stales military from 1815 to 1846. The 
Seminoles in Florida turned out to be more rormidable than the 
erstwhile Spanish rulers and remained a thorn in the side of the 
country throughout the period. Under a succession of com-
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manders including the ab le Win£ield Scott. Zachary Taylor. and 
William J. Worth. both regulars and voluntee rs found it difficult 
to cope with those elusive swamp dwellers. even after their great 
chief. Osceo la. was captured and died in prison. Worth . however, 
did eventually devastate the country enough to bring many of the 
Seminoles to terms. Chief Black Hawk's Sacs and Foxes of the 
Midwest proved less dangerous. When they left Iowa in 1832 to 
reoccupy their former lands in lllinois and Wisconsin. the Army 
decisively defeated them to end the last major Indian wareas! of 
the Mississippi, outside Florida. 

The Indian frontier moved out of the woodlands and prairies 
onto the Great Plains during this period. Louisiana , Missouri. 
Arkansas, and Io wa all became states before the Mexican War , 
and to secure their western borders the Army established a 
string of posts from Fort Snelling. Minnesota. to Fort Jes up , 
Louisiana. These posts were essentially defensive. Except for 
guardi ng the wagon trails to Oregon and Santa Fe, troops did not 
yet venture westward in hopes of conquering the plains. This 
"Great American Desert" was 10 be left to the Indians. Indeed , 
many tribes living east of Ihe Mississippi-principally the 
semicivilized Cherokees, Creeks, Chickasaws, and Choctaws. 
plus some Seminoles-were forcibly removed to the su pposedly 
worthless plains to make their former lands available for white 
settlers. The Army superintended this removal and then 
garrisoned posts throughout the new Indian Territory west of 
Arkansas, both to keep the Indians under surveillance and to 
protect them from the more savage "blanket Indians" of the west. 

The best studies of the Army on the fronlierduring this period 
a re Francis Prucha's three excell ent works: American Indian 
Policy (1962), Sword of the Republic (1969). and Broadax and 
Bayonet (1953). Fairfax Downey's Indian Wars .. . 1776- 1865 
(1963) is also useful for the fifty years following theWarof 1812. 
Henry Beers's Western Military Frontier (1935) is older but s till 
of value. 

The ablest treatment of a particular operation is John Mahon's 
Second Seminole War (1967). No good modern works are 
available for the Black Hawk War . so older volumes must be 
used: Reuben Gold Th wailes's brief but scholarly Story of the 
Block Hawk War (1892). Perry Armstrong's The Souks and th e 
Block Hawk War (1887), and Frank Stevens's The Block Hawk 
War (1903). Donald Jackson's edition of Black Hawk 's Autobi 
og raphy (1964) is also in print . Grant Foreman's Indian Removal 
(1932) provides a good accou nt of the transfer of the Five Nations 
to the Indian Territory . and Thurman Wilkins's Cherokee 
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Tragedy (1970) and Wilson Lumpkin's The Removal of the 
Cherokee Indians from Georgia (1907) concentrate on the 
Cherokee aspect of that operation. A useful study of various 
Canadian border affa irs, necessarily more diplomatic history 
than military, is Kenneth Bourne's Britain and the Bolonce of 
Power in North America {1967}, 

Biographical material is extensive on Andrew Jackson. Two 
works which focus on his military ca reer are James Parton's 
General Jackson (1892) and Marquis James's more recent Border 
Captain (1933). His correspondence was published by John 
Spencer Bassett in 1927, and a comparable project for Monroe's 
Secretary of War. John C. Ca lhoun. has been under way since 
1959 under the editorship of Robert Meriwether and Edwin 
Hemphill, The standard biography, Calhoun , is by Charles 
Wiltse (1944-51). Another useful biography of a prominent 
military figure of thi s period is Roger Nichols's General Henry 
Atkinson (1965), 

Wars With Mexico. 1836-1848 

Indians we re not the only ones to move beyond the western 
states in the 1830s. Increas ingly large numbers of Americans 
emigrated to Texas, then part of Mexico. These residents of a 
province dis tant from Mexico City felt more in common with 
their former homeland than wit h their nominal government. In 
1836 they revolted in a fight initially for rights w ithin Mexico 
that soon became a full-fledged war for independence. Numerous 
American volunteers, particularly from the South, flocked to 
Texas to aid their kinsmen. Initial defeats at the Alamo and 
Goliad were eclipsed by the decisive victory at San Jacinto that 
virtually secured Texan independence, 

Irregular hostilities conti nued along the Texas-Mexico 
frontier for the next decade, but major fighting resumed only 
after the Lone Star Republic joined the Union in 1845, ' In 
acquiring Texas the Unit ed States accepted the Texans' claim to 
the Rio Grande boundary. rather than the more northerl y 
Nueces, and ordered a sizable portion of the Regular Army to 
occupy the disputed region-a decisio n which worsened U.s.
Mexican relations already complicated by Mexican failure to 
pay debts. The unwillingness of either side to compromise made 
negotiations futile, and in April 1846, fighting broke out as 
Mex ican forces crossed the Rio Grande and attacked a U.S. 
patrol. The Americans rapidly coun terattacked and within a 
monthly completely secured both sides of the lower Rio Grande. 
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Congress, meantime. declared WAr, and President James Knox 
Polk once morc followed American practice by calling on the 
slales for large numbers of volunteers. Despite opposition to the 
war in certain areas, particularly New England, the volunteer 
units and tcn new regular regiments were enthusiastical ly raised 
and scnt to the war zone. 

The £irst reinforcements to reach IhEl Rio Grande bolstered 
Zachary Taylor's army sufficiently to enable it to press into 
nort hern Mexico and capture Monterrey in September. The 
American drive did not continue much fart her south, however. 
because of logistical considerations and because Polk feared the 
political consequences to his Democrat ic Party of allowing the 
Whig Taylor to continue building his reputation. T he president's 
decision altered the course of the wllr but not o f politics. Eve n 
after the departure of most of his regulars a nd many of his 
volunteers for Tampico and Vera Cruz left his little army vul
nerable, Taylor repulsed a Mexican counterattack at Buena 
Vista, 22-23 February, a nd on the basis of th is victory he went on 
to win the Presidency in 1848, The tri umph ended major fighting 
in that theater, although fart her north operations continued as 
some 'American units from New Mexico took EI ' Paso and 
invaded Chihu a hua. The main force thaI had overrun New 
Mexico and moved on to California in 1846, meantime, spent the 
seco nd year of the war cooperating with the Navy in conquering 
the Pacific coast. 

T he principal opera ti ons in 1847 occ urred farther south. Most 
of Taylor's ve terans plus conside rable bod ies of newly raised 
regu lars a nd vo lunteers made up a new army under America's 
foremost so ldier of the first half of the century, Winfield Scoll. 
the Commanding General of the Army. In the most brilliant 
America n campaign to that time, he took Vera Cruz. pl unged 
westward into the heart of enemy country, and scored a series of 
triump hs Ihal led to the capture of Mexico City in September. 
These viclories, along with Ihe resuhing collapse of the Mexican 
governme nt, virtua ll y ended fighting. Early the following year a 
definitive treaty was signed. and in mid-1848 the U.S. Army 
evacuated Mexico. 

The Mexican War ranks as an important milestone in the 
development of the United States and its armed forces . The 
nation not only secured all its slated prewar objectives but also 
conquered II vast domain in the far west. The key to Ihis victory 
was the armed forces, which enjoyed almost unbroken success 
against a n opponent tha i had gone in to the war with cons ider
able reputation-a big improvement over America's decidedly 
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uneven performance in the War of 1812. Many factors contrib
uted.to this improved performance: the generalship of Scolt, 
Taylor, and Stephen Walls Kearny and the fighting quality of 
the troops, both regular and volunteer, Another major element 
was the increasing professionalism of much of the junior officer 
corps, graduates of West Point. The conduct of war was, to be 
sure, not without flaws. Political considerations continued to 
influence the appointment of field and general officers. And the 
short term of service of many volunteer units meant that most of 
them were ,mustered out about the time they finally becamtl 
proficient. Yet. on balance. it is clear that the Army that fought 
the Mexican War had considerably improved over its counter
part of thirty years before. 

The Texans' fight for freedom generated quite a heritage and 
some writing, Andrew Houston's Texas Independence (1938) 
and Richard Santos's Santo Anna's Campaign Against Texas 
(1968) cover the entire independence movement; Frank Tolbert's 
The Day of San Jacinto (1959) concentrates on the decisive battle 
oflhe conflict. The Writings of Sam /-Iouslon (1938-42), edited by 
Amelia Williams and Eugene Barker. contains source material on 
Texas's foremost commander, Official sources on various 
Mexican leaders flfC brought together in Carlos Castaneda's 
The Mexicon Side of the Texas Revo/ution (1928). The border 
fighting thai followed San Jacinto is discussed in Joseph Nance's 
sound volumes., , . The Texos-Mexicon Frontier (1963-64), 

The Mexican War proper produced considerable literature. 
Numerous general accounts, often written by participants, were 
published. some shortly after the fighting ended: Nathan 
Brooks's Complete /-listory of the Mexicon Wor (1849J, Philip SI. 
George Cooke's Conquest of New Mexico and California {1878J, 
and Roswell Ripley's Wor With Mexico (1849). Another veteron. 
Cadmus M, Wilcox. brought out his major His!or~/ of the 
Mexican War in 1892. Only in the early twentieth centul'Y, 
though, did the first scholarly history appear, Justin Smith's 
two-volume War With Mexico (19191. a work distinguished for 
its research, its coverage of operat ions, and its refutation of old 
partisan criticism that the war was unjustified and disgraceful. 
In many ways, it remains the best study. Thl'eedecades later two 
useful shari hi stories we l'e written: Alfred Hoyt Bill's Rehearsal 
for Conflict (1947) and Robert Selph Henry's The Story of the 
Mexicon War (1950); and a spate of small volumes have come out 
in recent years: Otis Singletary's The Mexican War (1960), 
Charles Dufour's The Mexican War, A Compoci /-listory, 
1846-1848 (1968). Dona ld Chidsey's The War with Mexico 
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(1968). and Seymour Connor and Odie Faulk's North America 
Divided (1971). Most important of the new studies is K. Jack 
Bauer's volume in the Macmill an se ries, The Mexicon War 
11846- 1848) (1974). 

Besides these general accounts, there is a considerable body of 
primary and secondary literature on the principa l commanders 
on both sides. Useful works include Winfield Scott's Memoirs 
{1864J and Charles Elliott's ScoU (1937). Zachary Tay lor's 
Lellers (19081 and Holma n Hamilton's Toy lor {1941}, Dwigh t 
Clarke's Kearny {1961} . Edward Wallace's Worth .,{1953). and 
Antonio Santa Anna's Autobiography (19B7). Some reminis
cences were also pub li shed by junior oHieers and enlisted men 
hut much less extensively tha n for the Civil War. Such sources as 
are ava ilab le have been co mpil ed in to t hree useful anthologies 
by modern scholars! To Mexico with Taylor and Scolt by C rady 
and Sue McWhiney (1969) , Chronicles of the Gringos by George 
Winston Smith and Charles Judah (1968), and To Conquer 0 

Peoce by John Weems {1974J. Unit histories are even scarce r, but 
a fine mode rn work, Zach Taylor's Lillie Army (19631, has been 
written by Edward Nic hols. 

Operations outside the two main theaters are treated in James 
Cutts's Conquest of California and New Mexico (1847) and 
Ralph Twitchell's Military Occupation of the Territory of New 
Mexico from 1846 to 1851 (1909). and George Gibson's Jou rna l of 
a Soldier under Kearny and Doniphan {1935} provides a 
firsthand account of Alexander Doniphan's expedition into 
Chihuahua. Bauer's Surfboats and Horse Marines (1969) gives 
good coverage of naval operations. 

1848-1860 

The Mexican War not only sealed American claims to Texas 
but also secured a huge region extending west to the Pacific . At 
the same time the Buchanan-Pakenham Treaty of 1846 con
firmed U.S. tit le to the southern pa l·t of the Oregon country. This 
expansion of the nation across the continent brought new 
missions for the Army. The need to guard already settled regions 
in Texas, New Mexico, California, ahd Oregon put the Army into 
conflict wit h the Comanches, Navajoes. Rogue River Indians. 
Yakimas, and other tribes. At the same time, the necessity of 
linking these westerly sett leme nts with the main part of the 
nation meant that the Great Plains could no longer be left to 
hostile tribes, especially the Sioux. Throughout the 1850s the 
Army increasingly made its presence felt against these Indians. 
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But despite a number of local victories , it did not succeed in 
pacifying the tribes. In addition to righting Indians. the Army 
also had to guard the border with Mexico, not so much against an 
organized invasion as against raiding bandits and caudillos who 
flourished in this period of Mexican instability. The Army also 
found itself engaged in an abortive campaign against the 
Mormons in Utah in 1858. 

Yet neither confronting a refractory sect. chasing bandits. nor 
fighting Indians constituted the Army's most trying task in the 
1850s. The vast territories acquired during 1846-48 became 
enbroUed in the mounting political controversy that was rending 
the nation. Nor were me n content merely to debate whether the 
west should be "free soil" or slave territory. Partisans from both 
sides rushed in to occupy the region with a vehemence that soon 
resulted in increasing violence. To the Army fell the vain and 
thankless task of trying to maintain order in "bleeding Kansas." 
In earlier domestic disturbances, the Army had given effect to 
Andrew Jackson's overawing of the Nullifiers of South Carolina 
in 1832 and had stood by, ready to act if needed, during Dorr's 
Rebellion in Rhode Island in 1840. But Kansas was different. 
This time the opponents were too determined and guidance from 
Washington was too irresolute to enable the Army to settle the 
crisis. Kansas was an ominous portent of things to come. 

The Army of the 1850s was again the small peacetime 
establishment that characterized America's interwar years. The 
volunteers and many regulars were demobilized following the 
Mexican War, and the Army was reduced almost to its prewar 
level. Its growing responsibilities. however. led 10 a relatively 
significant increase in the middle of the decade . An able 
Secretary of War. Jefferson Davis (1853-57). moreover, saw to it 
that key assignments went increasingly to officers of proven 
ability and promise-many of whom were to hold major 
commands in the Civil War. 

Like the Army. the Navy had many able junior officers who 
would prove themselves in the 18BOs. The small squadrons still 
consisted of wooden vessels, but their mobility greatly improved 
through increased adoption of screw propellors ror steamships. 
Moreover. America's first iron warship, completed in 1844. now 
sailed Lake Erie. The primary duty or Ihese vessels was 
patrolling the west Arrican coast [or slave traders and showing 
the flag around the world-important and demanding tasks but 
ones rarely entailing hostile aclion. 

The bes t account of Indian fight ing during 1848-65 is Robert 
Utley's Frontiersmen in Blue (1967). Philip SI. George Cooke's 
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Scenes and Adventures III the Army (1857). Randolph Marcy's 
Thirty Yeors of Army Life on the Border (1866). Hazard 
Stevens's Life of Isaac Ingolls Slevens {1900j. and Stanley 
Crocchiola's Summer (1968) concern some of the principal 
Indian fighters of Ihc period. Perspective from the ranks is 
provided by Percival Lowe's Five Years a Drugaon (1906). No 
adequate scholarly biography of Jefferson Davis has yel been 
written, despite many attempts; Hudson Strode's three volumes 
(1955-64) are the best available. Clendenen's Blood on the Border 
here picks up its continuing subjec t of Mexican border 
disturbances. and Norman Furniss cove rs The Mormon Conflict. 
1850-1859 (1960J. Useful modern studies of civil conrlict in 
Kansas are Jay Monaghan's Civil Wor on the Western Border, 
1854 -1865 (1955J and James Rawley's" Bleeding Kansas" (1969). 
The ea rlier NulliFication crisis in South Carolina is the subject of 
William Freehling's Prelude to Civil Wor (1966). All this internal 
strife, plus other disturbances of the period, are recounted in 
Frederick Wils .:m's general study, Federal Aid in Domestic 
Disturbances, 1787-1903 {1903), On naval matters, Samuel 
Morison's Motlhew C. Perry (1967) covers the prominent naval 
officer of the Mexican War who opened lapan to the western 
world in 1854. 

The Civi l War. 1861-1865 

The election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860 precipitated the long
brewing crisis between the sections, seven Southern states 
seceded before his inauguration; four more plus the Indian 
Territory joined them early in 1861, and elements in Missouri, 
Kentu cky. Maryland, nnd Arizona also found representation in 
the resulting Confederate States of America. Irresolution 
marked the initial Northern response to secession. but the firing 
on Fori Sumter in April 1861 galvanized the Federals into action. 
Factionalism temporarily subsided, or was overwhelmed, in the 
North as men flocked to the colors to preserve the Union and 
defeat the Southerners who had so long seemed to dominate the 
cou ntry . Some individuals also went to war to free the slaves, 
but this was not a major war aim in 1861, and for most of the men 
who were actually 10 right the war it never became one. The 
Confederates, meantime. took the field to give substance to their 
claim to the independence they considered necessary to preserve 
their way of life. 

To wage this war. President Lincoln nearly doubled the 
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Regular Army. yet he c:ontinued to rely on the old system of 
mobilizing short-term. mostly inexperienced volunteers to make 
up the overwhelming majority of Northern units . Volunteering 
initially produced more than enough manpower. but as the war 
continued bounties and then the draft became necessary to bring 
men into service. These varying approaches raised some 
2.118.000 soldiers for thc Union Army. Over a million of these 
men were in service at thc end of the war. 

The Confederacy. too. al first relied on volunteering to raise 
troops. bul by early 1862 a draft was instituted. Over 600.000 
men (peak strength) served in the Confederate Army. Unlike the 
federal force. whose numbers progressively grew. the Southern 
army reached its maximum level in 1863. Thereafter. casuallies. 
war weariness. and a dwindling manpower pool steadily eroded 
its strength. One continuing advantage. however. was thaI once 
the war was under way. the South. far more than the North. 
channeled new recruits and draftees into existing units rather 
than into new oulfits. thus lelting the new men benefit from 
serving alongside veterans. 

Another great advantage the South enjoyed WAS the high 
quality of its top military leadership. Robert E. Lee. "StoneWAll" 
Jackson. and Bedford Forrest stand preeminent among a galaxy 
of able Conferederate generals. The North, 100. increasingly 
entrusted responsibility to superior commanders as Ihe war 
progressed-Ulysses S. Grant. William T. Sherman, Philip H. 
Sheridan-but many of Ihe earlier generals were singularly 
unqualified. Both sides suffered from some professional officers 
of doubtful competence. but the Union, much more than the 
Confederacy. paid Ihe price for following the old practice of 
giving major commands to ambitious but inexperienced politi
cians. 

The ability of generals and the availability and experience of 
manpower affected the course of the war. Geography. in lurn. sci 
the context in which these other variables functioned. The 
Appalachians divided Ihe Confederacy into eastern and western 
thealers. and the "father of Waters" set apRrl the Irans
Mississippi region. The Atlantic and Gulf coasts represented 
lesser fronts. 

The proximity of the rival capitals governed fighting in the 
east. The federal army repeatedly drove for Richmond but 
always looked also to the sccul'ily of Washington. for three years 
the secessionists, usually led by Lee, brilliantly parried these 
thrusts but failed to secure long-range advantages from their 
successes. Southern invasions of the North. moreover. were 
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invariably deCeated. Grant broke this stalemate in 1864 with a 
combination of relentless strategic pressure and powerful 
tactical blows that deprived the Confederates of st rategic 
mobility and then pummeled them into submission. Absorbing 
terrible losses of his own, the Union General in Chief domin'sled 
the strategic situation in the east from the Wilderness through 
Petersburg. At Appomattox he reaped the fruits of this mode of 
warfare. 

Federal troops achieved earlier success in the west. Many 
navigable rivers there facilitated penetration of the Southern 
heartland by early 1862. A great Confederate offensive 811a1008 
the line from Virginia to Missouri that autumn only temporarily 
halted the Northern drive and was eventually defeated on all 
fronts. The following year saw major Federal victories at 
Vicksburg and Chattanooga, and 1864 was highlighted strategi· 
cally by Sherman's drive from Chattanooga to Savannah and 
tactically by George H. Thomas's victory at Nashville. The 
fourth year of the war also saw Northern armies no longer acting 
disjointedly . Grant made sure that western armies took the 
offensive simultaneously with his own advance in the east. The 
resulting pressure on all major fronts denied the Confederates 
the opportunity to carry out their old practice of weakening 
quiescent areas to concentrate against a si ngle, advancing Union 
army. Eventually the press ure proved too great, and the 
Confederacy co llapsed. It is no coincidence that the two major 
western armies east of the Mississippi surrendered less than a 
month after Lee did. 

Only in the trans· Mississippi country did the Confederates 
enjoy limited success. Their first·class forces. admittedly, lost 
Missouri. northern Arkansas, and small portions of Louisiana 
and Texas and were repeatedly repulsed in attempting to retake 
those areas. Even so, they did frustrate Union efforts to overrun 
the entire region, and eventually the Northerners settled for a 
strategic stalemate and drew forces off to more crucial regions 
east of the river. Victories in those more important theaters, in 
turn, rendered illusory the fancied security of the Trans· 
Mississippi Department. Finally, faced with the prospect of 
taking on the entire Federal army, Confederate forces there 
simply disintegrated in May and June 1865 in one of the greatest 
collapses in American military history. 

Like the trans·Mississippi area. the coastal regions were not 
fronts for major Northern advances. The Union army's primary 
effort was devoted to closing off ports-the only sure way of 
making the blockade effective. From these coastal enclaves the 
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Federals occasionally raided the interior but rarely launched 
major offensives. Once Grant became General in Chief. more· 
over, he withdrew many units from these seaboard operations 
to join the main effort in Virginia. The end of the war, 
nevertheless. found most Confederate ports in Union hands. 

In addition to these successes on the righting fronts, the Union 
came off better in the foreign and domestic arenas. Northern 
diplomatic efforts to reduce European aid to the South succeeded 
far better than Confederate attempts to secure foreign recogni
tion and intervention. On the home front. too, the strong and 
thriving Union economy proved better suited to fighting a 
protracted war than did its Confederate counterpart. Heroic 
Southern efforts to overcome shortages could not surmount the 
handicap of a weak economic base , overwhelmingly agricul
lura\. minimally industrial. The resulting shortages weakened 
both civilian and military morale. and the government only 
worsened the problem by allowing dissent to spread. The North. 
in contrast. showed little reluctance in suppressing those who 
undermined the war effort. 

These relative strengths and weaknesses, at home and at the 
righting front. led to tota l Federal victory by the spring of 1865. 
The Confederacy was dead and with it the doctrine of secession. 
Slavery. too. died with the end of the conflict. From the war 
emerged a true union-not merely a union preserved but a union 
strengthened militarily, politically. economically. and diplomat
ically. a force increasingly to be reckoned with in world affairs. 

The magnitude of the Civil War and the significance of its 
results make it the most important event in American military 
history in the middle years. As such, it deserves much study and 
has generated a rich literature. The war. in fact. is one of the most 
written-about events in history. The government itself entered 
the military history field for the first time by publishing several 
massive documentary compilations: War of the Rebel/ion: A 
Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confed
erate Armies (1880-1901}. Official Records of the Union and 
Confederate Navies (1894-1922). Medical and Surgical History 
of the Wor of the Rebellion (1870-88). and Official Army Register 
of the Volunteer Force of the United Stotes (1865-67). Although 
far from exhaustive, these splendid sources form the starting 
place for all scholarly research on the subject. 

Synthesized general histories of the war appeared hard on the 
close of the conflict and have continued ever since. History of the 
Civil War in America by the Count of Paris (1875-88}. The Story 
of the Civil War by John Cod man Ropes (1894-19131. and History 
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of the United Stotes from the Compromise of 1850 by James Ford 
Rhodes f1928) stand out among these early works. Best of the 
modern studies is Allan Nevins's eight-volume Ordeal of the 
Union (1947-71). Frank Vandiver's Their Tottered Flogs (1970) 
offers a superb account of all facets of Confederate history, 
especially military history. E. Merion Coulter's The Confederate 
Stotes of America [1950). in contrast, virtually ignores military 
aspects but is good for other dimensions of the Confederate 
experience. lames G. Randall and David Donald have prepared a 
standard textbook, The Civil War and Reconstruction (1961). 
Useful general reference works. though not synthesized histo
ries, are Mark Boatner's Civil War Dictionary (1959) and E,8, 
Long's Civil War Day by Day {1971}, A good overview of 
changing historiographic interpretations in such writings-from 
the postwar nationalist school. through the reconciliationists at 
the turn of the century and the "needless war" revisionists of the 
1930s. to the more sympathetic scholars since World War II-is 
provided by Thomas Pressly's Americans Interpret Their Civil 
War (1954). 

Closely related to general histories are campaign and battle 
narratives. The chief collective works of that genre are Bottles 
and Leaders of the Civil War (1887-88), edited by R. U. Johnson 
and C. C. Buel. Scribner's Campaigns of the Civil War (1881-83). 
and the Military Historical Society of Massachusetts Popers 
(1885-19181. The Southern Historical Society Papers 
(1876-1959). Confederate Veteran (1893-1932). and publications 
of various commanderies of the Military Order of thc Loyal 
Legion contain both bailie accounts and per$onal narratives. 
Among individual battle studies. John Bigelow's Chancellors
ville (1910) is a classic. Good recent works are Edwin 
Coddington's Geltysburg (1968). Glenn Tucker's CliicKomaugo 
[1961). and Ludwell Johnson's Red River Campaign {1958}. 

Besides that class of work, numerous volumes are available on 
personalities. Many prominent commanders on both sides wrote 
their reminiscences: Grant's Personal Memoirs (18B5-86). 
Sherman's Memoirs (1875), Sheridan's Personal Memoirs 
(1902). Benjamin F. Butler's BOOK (1892). George B. McClellan's 
Own Story (1887), David D. Porter's Incidents and Anecdotes 
(1885), John M. Schofield's Forty-Six Years in the Army (1897). 
Oliver Otis Howard's Autobiography (1907). to name but a few 
Unionists. 

From the Southern side we have Jefferson Davis's Rise and Fall 
of the Confederate Government (18811. Joseph E. Johnston's 
Narrative of Military Operations (1874). Alfred Roman's 
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Military Operations of General Beauregard (ghost-written by 
General Beauregard himself-1884), Porier Alexander's Mil
itary Memoirs of a Confederate (1907), Jubal A, Early's 
Autobiographical Sketch (1912), John B. Hood's Advance and 
Retreat (1880), James Longstreet's From Manassas to Appo+ 
moltox [1896}, Raphael Semmes's Memoirs of Service Afloat 
(1869). and Richard Taylor's Destruction and Reconstruclion 
(1879). 

Even more plentiful are biographies of major leaders. Douglas 
Southall Freeman's Lee (1934-35) and Lee's Lieutenants 
(1942-44) are but the best of such studies. Other noteworthy 
biographies are T. Harry William's Beauregard (1955). Grady 
McWhiney's Bragg (1969-), William C. Davis's Breckinridge 
(1914). Charles Lewis's Farragut (1941-43). John Wyeth's and 
also Robert Henry's Forrest (1899 and 1944, respectively). Lloyd 
Lewis's Gront (1950) and Bruce Catton's Grant (1960-69). 
Francis A. Walker's Hancock (1894) . Nathaniel Hughes's Hardee 
(1965). Hall Bridge's Horvey Hill (1961). G. F. R. Henderson's and 
also Frank Vandiver's Jockson (1898 and 1951, respectively). 
Charles Roland's Albert Sidney Johnston (1964), Carl Sand
burg's and also lohn G. Nicolay and John Hay's Lincoln (1925-39 
and 1890, respectively). Warren Hassler's McClcllon (1951). 
Albert Castel's Price (1968), William Lamers's Rosecrans (1961) , 
Lloyd Lewis's Sherman (1932), Joseph Park's Kirby Smith 
(1954). Francis McKinney's and also Wilbur Thomas's Thomas 
(1961 and 1964, respectively), and Robert Hartje's Von Darn 
(1961). Ezra Warner's Generals in Gray (1959) and Generals in 
Blue (1964) are indispensible collective biographies of all 
Confederate and Union general officers. Provocative interpreta
tive studies of the Northern high command are found in Lincoln 
and His Generals by T. Harry Williams (1952) and Lincoln Finds 
a General by Kenneth P. Williams (1949-59). 

Besides these works on leaders, numerous personal narratives 
of junior officers and enlisted men are available. Two fine 
modern studies are Bell Wiley's Johnny Reb (1943) and Billy 
Yank {1952}. Closely related lo all such books on persons are 
collections of letters and diaries. Foremost of numerous such 
volumes are ongoing editions of The Popers of Jefferson Davis, 
edited by Haskell Monroe and James Mcintosh (1911-): The 
Papers of Ulysses S. Grant. edited by John Simon (1967-); plus 
the earlier Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln, edited by Roy 
Basler (1953-55). 

Battle studies and personal narratives blend in another genre. 
the unit history. From company level to army level. veterans 
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wrote histories of their outfi ts-particularly for Federal com
mands; Secessionists, surprisingly. published far fewer such 
works. Modern writers. in add ition, have occasionally undertak
en such st udies. of which Ca tton's Army of the Potomac trilogy 
(1951-53). Thomas Connell y's Army of Tennessee (1967-71), 
and Leslie Anders's Eighteenth Missouri (1968) are among the 
best. Charles Dornbusch's three-volume bibliography (1 961-72) 
is a good. though not complete, guide to these numerous works. 

Several other classes of publication may be touched upon 
briefly. Fred A. Shannon's Orgo njza lion and Admini st ration of 
the Union Army (1928) and Frederick Dyer's Compendium 
(1908) are useful works on the Northern army. Nothing 
comparable exists for Southern forces; Confedera te Military 
His tory (edited by Clement Evans in 1899) is worthwhile in its 
way but hardly fills the void. Francis Miller's Photographic 
History (1911) remains preeminent among several pictorial 
histories of the war. Virgil Jones's recent Civil War ot Sea 
(1960-62) plus the U.S. Navy's official Civ il "War Naval 
Chronology (1961-66) are helpful introductions to na val 
operations. The technological development and procurement of 
weapons are treated in Lincoln and the Tools of War by Robert 
Bruce (1956) and Arming the Union by Carl Davis (1973), while 
Warren Ripley thoroughly cata logs Artillery and Ammunition of 
the Civil War (1970) . Dudley Cornish's Soble Arm (1956) , James 
McPherson 's The Neg ro's Civil War (1965), and Benjamin 
Quarles's The Neg ro in the Civil War (1953) all cover black 
soldiers in blue. Annie Abel's st udy is s till the best on The 
American Indian as Slaveholder and Secessionis t {1915}. Frank 
Owsley's King Co tlon Diplomacy (1959) is a standard history. 
His States Rights in the Confederacy (1925), along with Charles 
Ramsdell's Behind the Lines (1944), Albert Moore's Con sc rip· 
tion and Conflici (1924), and Mary Massey's Refugee Life (1964) 
shed light on the Confederate domestic front, while James 
McCague's Second Rebellion (1968) cove rs the New York city 
draft riot s that were the most flagrant manifestation of Northern 
dissent. Finall y, David Donald compi led five cha llenging essays, 
Why the No rth Won the Civ il War (1960). 

The foregoing summary is but a brief introduction to the 
literature on the Civil War. Several bibliographies offer ready 
guides to further reading: Dornbusch's work, Civil War Books 
by Allan Nevins et al. {1967-69} , and Civil War History 's 
con tinuing annual li sting of articles. 
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1865-1898 

The cnd of the Civil War left the United States with a large, 
experienced, well-led Army. For the first time, leaders in Wash
ington considered keeping a good part of this force on duty to 
achieve additional national aims: garrisoning the South. 
confronting the French in Mexico. and conquering the western 
Indians. This new approach, in turn, introduced what would 
becom~ a recu rring response after subsequent American wars
overwhelming pressure from the civ ili an populace and from the 
volunteers themselves to release the soldiers now that the war 
was over. Getting vo lu nteer units to go west to fight Indians 
proved virt uall y impossible. and only a relatively few regiment s 
remained to occupy the old Confederacy. The War Department 
had no recourse but to disband the volunteers in 1865-66. 
Although these units were mustered out. many individual 
soldiers wanted to remain in se rvice and were used to double the 
s ize of the Regular Army from thirty to sixty regiments-the 
largest percentage expansion of a peacetime U.S. Army until the 
1940s. Congressiona l parsimony later led to the disbanding of 
some new units and the skeletonizing of others, but, even so, the 
Regular Army was larger than ever before. Still more important . 
its officer corps of battle-tested Civil War veterans was almost 
fully professional. 

For a time many regula r units found themselves garrisoning 
the South, particularly during Congressional Reconstruction. 
But as more states were "redeemed," the Army was withdrawn. 
and by 1877 occupation duty had ceased. Troops-more often 
militi a than regulars-were also used occasionally to guard 
against strik ing laborers in the years following the Civil War. 
Other units had to be kept on the Mexican border, once more to 
protect the frontier from the consequences of the turmoil that 
followed the collapse of the empire of Maximilian. whose 
overthrow was itself 8 result of a powerful American show of 
force against his French supporters in 1865. 

But all these duties were incidental to the Army's principal 
mission after the Civil War. pacifying the west. Insufficient 
manpo wer and equipment and continuing vaci ll ation in Wash
ington between taking a stern or conci li ato ry approach toward 
the Indians handicapped but did not halt efforts to pacify the 
frontier. Once determined campaigns against them began. the 
prominent warlike tribes-Sioux, Cheyenne. Arapaho, Kiowa, 
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Comanche. Apache-under such able chiefs as Red Cloud, Gall . 
Crazy Horse. Satanta, Cochise. and Geronimo could not hold 
their own against Indian righters like George Crook, Nelson A. 
Miles, and Ranald S. Mackenzie. Fetterman's massacre, the 
murder of General E. R. S. Canby, and Litlle Big Horn were hUI 
aberrations from the main course of events, which saw the 
Army. more by strenuous campaigning than by pitched battles. 
deCeat and confine to reservations every hostile tribe . Much of 
the west was pacified and was receiving statehood by the 1880s. 
The crushing of the last major Indian uprising in 1890-91 
symbolized the end of the struggle for control of the conlinenl 
which had raged for nearly four hundred years . 

As land warfare in the United States drew to a close. foreign 
involvement grew. The acquisition of some Pacific islands 
(principally Hawaii in 1898). the quest for others. and the 
mounting insistence on European respe<:t for the Monroe 
Doctrine in the western hemisphere increased American 
presence abroad and occasionally led to disputes with other 
countries. The conflicts were largely diplomatic, not military, 
but the Navy. as the available forward force. sometimes lent 
credibility to statesmen's declarations. Increasing conversion to 
modern armored vessels greatly improved the Navy's strength 
during this period. Important technological changes came to tm: 
Army. too. late in these years through adoption of magazine 
rifles. Gatling guns, and smokeless powder. Tactical doctrine 
also improved. Both services. moreover, became more profes· 
sional through development of branch and applied practice 
schools, through the growth of military literature. and. indeed. 
through rising consciousness among regular officers of their own 
special professional status. 

The literature on Reconstruction is extensive. much of it of 
recent origin. Two works concentrate on military aspects of that 
period. lames Sefton's The United Slates Army and Reconstruc· 
lion (1967) and Otis Singletary's Negro Militia ond Reconstruc· 
tion (1957). Frederick Wilson. 100, touches on the Army's role in 
Reconstruction and in labor disturbances in the 1870s and 1890s. 
and Robert Bruce sets the context for the bloody strikes during 
the Hayes administration in 1877: Yeor of Violence (1959). Brian 
Jenkins's study of Fenians ond Anglo-American Relations 
During Reconstruction (1969) centers around the abortive Irish 
invasion of Canada from the United States. The story of the rise 
and fall of Maximilian lies outside the scope of this chapter. but 
the related American show of force is covered in Sheridan's own 
memoirs. Carl Rister's Border Command (1944 I. and Clendenen 's 
1969 work. 
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Numerous books have been written on the Indian wars, 
besides many historical and ethnological studies of the various 
tribes. Robert Utley's Frontier Regulars . .. 1866-1891 (1974) 
provides the best overall account of the Army's conquest of the 
hostile tribes. Two other modern studies are S. L. A. Marshall's 
Crimsoned Prairie (1972) and Odie Faulk's Crimson Desert 
(1974). the former somewhat marred by errors. Other useful 
general accounts are Robert Athearn's William Tecumseh 
Sherman and the Settlement of the Wcsl (1956J, Fairfax 
Downey's Indian-Fighting Army (1941), Stephen Longstreet's 
War Cries on Horseback (1970), Martin Schmitt and Dee Brown's 
Fighting Indians of the West (1948j, and Paul Wellman's Indian 
Wars of the West (1954). Modern treatments of specific 
operations include Merrill Beal's Chief Joseph ond the Nez Perce 
War (1963), Harvey Chalmer&'s The Lost Sland of the Nez Perce 
(1962), Faulk's The Geronimo Campaign (1969), Ralph Ogle's 
Federal Control of the Weslern Apaches, 1848-1886 (1970), Keith 
Murray's The Modocs and Their War [1959J, William Leckie's 
The Military Conquest of Ihe Soulhern Plains (1963), Wilbur 
Nye's Plains Indian Raiders (1968), Ulley's The Lost Days of the 
Sioux Notion (1963), and J. W. Vaughn's The Reynolds Campaign 
on Powder River (1961). The extensive literature on Little Big 
Horn and George A. Custer is virtually a separate genre: William 
Graham's The Slory of Lillie Big Horn (1962) and The Custer 
Myth (1953) may be noted. The Indian point of view, overem
phasized \0 the detriment of balanced perspective, is presented 
in Dee Brown's Bury My Heort at Wounded Knee (1970). 

Prominent Indian fighting commanders like Andrew S. Burt, 
Eugene A. Carr. Crook, Howard, Mackenzie, Miles, Sheridan, 
and John Pope arc represented through autobiographies, 
recollections by their subordinates, and studies by modern 
scholars: Merrill Mattes's Burt [1960). James King's Carr (1963), 
Crook's Autobiography (1960), John C. Bourke's and also 
Charles King's Crook (1891 and 1890. respectively), Howard's 
Autobiography and Life and Experiences among our Hostile 
Indians (both 1907), Ernest Wallace's edition of Mackenzie's 
correspondence (1967) and Robert C. Carter's Mackenzie [1935}. 
Miles's Recollections (1896) and Memoirs \1911), Sheridan's 
Personal Memoirs, Carl Rister's Border Command (1944), and 
Richard Ellis's Pope (1970). The men in the ranks who rought 
Indians are covered excellently in Don Rickey's Forty Mile~' a 
Doyon Beans and Hoy (1963). John Carroll's Block Military 
Experience in the American West (1971J, Arlen Fowler's Block 
Infontry ifllhe West (1971), and Leckie's Buffalo Soldiers (1967) 
each deal with the Negro so ldier on the frontier. Jack Foner's The 
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United States Soldier between Two War (1970) is a general 
treatment of enlisted men throughout the Army during 1865-98 
from the perspective of improving conditions of service. 

The flowering of military professionalism is traced in many 
works. One example of military writing which was quite 
influential during this period is Emory Upton's The Armies of 
Asia ond Europe {1878}. The various military schools estab
lished at Fori Leavenworth in these years are treated in the 
appropriate chapter of Elvid Hunl and Walter Lorence's history 
of that post (1937). Albert Gleaves's Stephen 8. Luee (1925) 
concerns the founder of the Naval War College. established in 
1884. Luee is one of many officers of "the naval aristocracy," 
covered in Peter Karsten's book of that title (1972), Richard 
West's Admirals of American Empire (1948) deals with four 
prominent naval officers of the period, while B, F. Cooling's 
Tracy (1973) focuses on Benjamin Harrison's Secretary of the 
Navy, who helped develop the major naval shipbuilding 
program, Such changes in naval technology and doctrine are 
more broadly treated in Walter Herrick's American Naval 
Revolution (1966), Increasing involvement of the United States 
in the Pacific and the Caribbean-in outlook, rationale, and 
practice-is the subject of Kenneth Hagan's American Gunboat 
Diplomacy and the Old Navy , 1877- 1889 (1973) , Ernest May's 
Imperio I Democracy (1961), and John Grenville and George 
Young's Politics, Strategy, and American Diplomacy ... 
1873-1917 (19B6) . 

Spanish-Americon War and 
Philippine Ins urrection, 1898-1907 

The seven years following the battle of Wounded Knee were 
relatively quiet for the Army. But 1898 brought a new challenge, 
fighting a European power overseas. The recently modernized 
Navy played the major role in this war with Spain in winning the 
decisive battles of Manila Bay and Santiago. The Army, too, 
readied itself for a major conflict, once more accepting large 
numbers of volunteers , but only a small proportion of troops, 
mostly regulars , actually embarked for the war zone. The major 
expedition hardly distinguished itself in Cuba, although it did 
receive the surrender of Santiago. Spain's increasing realization 
of the futility of continued fighting once her neets were 
destroyed meanwhile assured the success of other Army 
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ex ped itions to Puer!o Rico and the Philippines. Military 
leadership in thi s conflict, mostly by aging Civil Wa r vetera ns, 
was not spectac ular, and scandals in the War Department plus 
the frightful mortality caused by tropical diseases clouded the 
luster of vic tory, The benefit s of the Spanish-American War 
were less military than socia l and diplomatic. The willingness of 
Sou therners, man y of them ex-Confederates, to don the blue 
and fight their country's battles underscored the hea ling of the 
divisive wo unds of civil war. At the same lime the acquisit ion of 
an ove rseas empire, along with a growing consciousness of 
national power, interjected the Un ited States more actively into 
the world arena. 

This new imperial role gave the Army more responsibilities 
after the Spani sh-American War than during it. The tempo rary 
occupa tion of Cuba until 1902 and the permanent acq uisition of 
Puerto Rico created the need for military gove rnment of civilian 
areas. And the decisio n to an ne x the Philippines brought 
America into conflict wit h Fili pi nos as piring for independence. 
Smoldering animosity between the two sides erupted in to open 
warfare in 1899 and contin ued in termitten tly for nearly a 
decade. The insurrectionists proved no match for the regulars 
and state and U,S. vo lunteers in major battles and soon reso rt ed 
to guerrilla tactics. This irregu lar warfare, far different from 
what the Army had known against the Indians. ra ised new 
problems of bringing the enemy to terms. Dissension in the 
United States over the conduct of operations-indeed over the 
desirability of acqu iring an empire-further complicated the 
Arm y's task. Even so, it managed to pac ify the Philippines early 
in the twentieth centu ry, often by ste rn measures. Once peace 
returned, the Army, the civ il government. and the natives came 
increasingly to coopera te in what would become growing amity 
be twee n the two peoples. 

No comprehensive history of the Spanish-American War, 
drawi ng toge ther all available sources, has been writte n. Allan 
Ke ll er's recent wor k {19691 in the Compact History series, 
however, is adequate as a survey, and french E. Chadwick's 
three volumes, The Relotions of the United States and Spain 
(1909-11), still command respect as the best of the immediate 
postwar studies. Walter Millis's Mortial Spirit (1931) , though 
orten cited, is flawed with the antimilitary prejudices so 
fashionable in the 1930s. Two other noteworthy works. gene ral 
in time span but more specific in the me. are Frank Freidel's 
picto rial Splendid Little War 11958} and H. W. Morgan's 
America's Rood !o Empire (1967). In add ition, numerous 
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documenlary sources-Miles's Annual Heporl. 189B {189B}. The 
Adjutant Ge neral's Office's Correspondence Relating 10 Ihe Wor 
with Spain ... Including the Insurrcclion inlhe Philippines (lnd 
fhe China Relief Expedition (1898-1902). and cong ressional 
documents on the investigation of the War Depa rtment (1900) 
and on the court of inquiry into Admiral Winncld Schley's 
service in the Caribbean in 1898 (1g021-are rich with primary 
material from w hi ch the reader may begin synthesizing his own 
understa nding of the war. 

Besides these general and oHicial sources. many personal 
narratives and unit histOFics by participants a re in print. Several 
works ha ve a lso come from mode rn sc holars: Virgil Jones's 
Roosevelt's Rough Hiders (1971) and Willard Ga tewood's 
"Smoked Yankees" (1971), for exa mple, Graham Casillas's Army 
for Empire (971) offers a fine account of American land fo rces 
as a w hole. Major nav al leaders are well represented by memoi rs 
and biographies: Joh n LOllg's New Americon Navy {1903}, 
George Dewey's Autobiography (1913), Adelbert Dewey's Life 
and Letters 01 Admiral Dewey {1899}. Ronald Spector's Dewey 
(1974). and Winfield Schley's Forty·live Years Under the Flog 
{1904}. Surprisingly. few comparable works have co me from the 
Army high co mmand, Russell Alger, Nelson Miles. Joe Wheeler. 
and James Harri son Wilson. however. have published their 
recollectio ns: The Spanish·American War (901), Serving the 
Republic (1911), Sonliago Compoign 1189S). nnd Under the Old 
Flog 11912). respec tively. 

A good account of the Ilccupation of Puerto Rico is yet 10 be 
written, Most campaign s tudies focus on Cuba; ofthese. l-l erberl 
Sargent's three·vo lume Campaign of Sant Iago de Cuba (1907) 
and lack Dierks's more rece nt Leap to Arms (1970) arc among the 
best. F. O. Millet's Expedilion 10 Ihe Philippines (1899) co ncen· 
trates on the capture of Manil a. but most accounts of fighting in 
the archipe lago cove r the insurrection as well as the Spanish· 
American War. Almost all suc h studies were written s hortly 
after the conflict: James Blount's American Occupation of (he 
Philippines, 1898-1912 (1913). Charles B, Elliotl's The Philip. 
pines to the End of the Military Regime (1916), Karl Faus t's 
Campaigning in the Philippines {1899} . James LeRoy's The 
Americans in the Philippines (1914), and Alden March's 
Conquest of Ihe Philippines (1899). Teodoro Kalaw's Th e 
Philippine Insurrecl ia n and William Sexton's Soldiers in Ihe S un 
appeared in 1925 Dnd 1939. respectively. Unit histories and 
personal memoirs, suc h as Frederick Funston's autobiographical 
Memories of Two Wars {1911\, arc necessarily old, and few 
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biographies have been written recently; Hermann Hagedorn's 
life of Leonard Wood came out in 1931. More recent studies 
include Uldarico Baclagon's Philippine Campaigns (1952) from 
the Filipino perspective and the Garel Grunder and William 
Livezey volume, The Philippines and the United States (1951). a 
useful overview of nearly nve decades of American presence in 
the islands. But the latter book, like Ernest Dupuy and William 
Bauman's Little Wars ... 1798 to 1920 (1968). surveys a broad 
period and does not concentrate on the insurrection. Two olher 
recent publications-Leon Wolf£'s anti-imperialisl account, 
Little Brown Brother (1960), and the Marxist interprelation of 
William Pomeroy's Americon Neo-Colonialism (19701-are 
clearly inadequate as military hi story. Much other writing of 
late has been less military than political and concerns the 
domestic debate over imperialism; a useful summary of the 
arguments of the original protagonists is found in Richard 
Welch's compilation, Imperiolists vs. Anti-Imperialists {1972}. 
Of modern studies which are military. the best is lohn Cates's 
Schoolbooks and Krogs (1973), which ably focuses on the 
Army's means for pacifying the islands bill does not provide a 
comprehensive account of operations. A good scholarly military 
history of warfare in the Philippines during 1898-1907, drawing 
upon all available sources, remains to be written. Several such 
studies are under way, however. 

1900-1916 
The first sixteen years of the new century brought the Army 

and Navy ever-mounting responsibilities in foreign lands. 
Besides pacifying the islands, American troops joined the 
European powers and Japan in raising the siege of the Peking 
legations in 1900. Closer to home, the Army. Navy, and Marines 
gave effect to the expanded interpretation of the Monroe 
Doctrine, whereby the United States intervened in Latin 
American countries 10 end disorder that might olherwise resull 
in European intervention. Such intervention also protected the 
United States' own strategic, political, and economic interests in 
the Caribbean. Mexico in particular proved troublesome as the 
civil wars thai followed the ouster of Porfirio Diaz repeatedly 
embroiled American interests. United States forces occupied 
Vera Cruz in 1914 to facilitate the overthrow of Victoriano 
Huerta, and two years later John I. Pershing, the rising man of the 
Army. led a major punitive expedition deep into northern Mexico 
in pursuit of bandits who had raided into New Mexico. At the 
same time a large army of regu lars and National Guards men 
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concentrated in the sou th west in case full fledged war should 
break out. But the difficulty of bringing the bandits to battle. 
President Woodrow Wilson's reluctance to press operations in 
the face of official Mexican di spleasure, and growing concern 
over the war then raging in Europe prevented a second Mexican 
war. But the Mexican border disturbances did give the Army. 
including the National Guard. valuable experience in mobilizing 
and assembling large bodies of troops; this proved useful when 
the United Stales entered the First World War in 1917. 

The availability of the National Guard, newly brought under 
more uniform federal standards. was but one of many reforms 
which stand out even more than field operations in American 
military history of 1900-1916. Emory Upton's far-reaching 
interpretive study. The Military Policy of the United States. 
written in 1880, was resurrected in 1904 and came increasingly 
to in£luence military thinking. Secretary of War Elihu Root 
modernized the War Department, replaced the Commanding 
General of the Army with a General Staff modeled on European 
patterns, improved the structure and con tent ofthe Army school 
system. and founded the Army War College for advanced study 
and planning in military theory and practice. Conducting large
scale field maneuvers and creating organic peacetime brigades 
and divisions were other major advances of this period. Even 
outside the armed forces, civilians concerned over limited 
readiness to fight a major fo reign power voluntarily underwent 
military training in the so-called Plattsburg Movement. Despite 
presidential reservations, the Army actively cooperated in this 
program to improve military capabilities. 

Most military operations of this period have been covered by 
modern authors. William Braisted's two volumes trace the role of 
The U.S . Navy in the Pacific, 1897-1922 {1958, 1971}. Chester 
Tan's Boxer Catastrophe [1955) and Victor Purcell's Boxer 
Uprising {1963} each give fine accounts af the China Relief 
Expedition. Monro MacCloskey's Reilly's Battery (1969) and 
William Carter's Life of Lieutenant General Chaffee (1917) are 
also useful on the China episode, Allan Millett's able study of the 
Military Occupation of Cuha. 1906-1909 (1968), Robert Quirk's 
account of Woodrow Wilson and the Occupation of Vera Cruz 
(1967), and Jack Sweetman's narrative. The Landing at Vera 
Cruz (196a), cover specific American interventions in Latin 
America, while Dana Munro provides a more general account in 
Intervention and Dollar Diplomacy in the Caribbean. 1900-1921 
(1964). Clendenen's works. The United States and Pancho Villa 
(1961) as well as Blood on the Border, remain the best on the 
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Mexican border disturbances. Frank Tompkins's Chasing Villa 
(1934) and Herbert Mason's more recent Great Pursuit (1970) 
also provide good accounts of the punitive expedition. The world 
tour of the American battle fleet in 1907 is covered in Samuel 
Carter's Great White Fleet (1971); the fleet's commander, Robley 
O. Evans, also published two volumes of reminiscences of that 
operation and his other service (1901 and 1911). The intellectual 
theory underlying that cruise and other naval shows of force is 
discussed in works by and about America's great advocate of sea 
power around the turn of the century, Alfred Thayer Mahan: 
W. D. Puleston's Mahon (1939), William Livezey's Mahan on Sea 
Power (1947), and Mahan's own writings-especially the far
reaching Influence of Sea Power Upon History and also the 
modern three-volume edition of his Letters and Papers (1975). 
The Army's comparable advocate is treated in Stephen Am
brose's Upton and the Army (1964). Some of the changes 
implemented early in the twentieth century are treated in James 
Hewes's From Root to McNamara: Army Organization and 
Administration, 1900-1963 {1975}. Jim Dan Hill's History of the 
Notional Guard (1964), Otto Nelson's Notional Security and the 
General Staff (1946), and George S. Pappas's Prudens Putur;: the 
U.S. Army War College. 1901-1967 (1967). The later Plattsburg 
Movement is recounted in John Clifford's The Citizen Soldiers 
{1972}. 

Philip Jessup in 1936 and Richard Leopold in 1954 published 
biographies of Secretary Root, who implemented many of these 
reforms, and Mabel Deutrich gives a fine account of the 
controversial Adjutant General of the period, Fred Ainsworth, in 
Struggle for Supremacy (19621. The autobiographical Reminis
cences of Adolphus W. Greely (1927) and Memories of Hugh 
Scott (1928) offer insight into the careers of two prominent 
generals of that era. The role of these and other senior military 
leaders in influencing and supporting involvement abroad is 
investigated in Richard Chattener's Admirals, Generals, and 
American Foreign Policy (1973). Presidents, too, affect foreign 
policy, The two most influential of the early twentieth century, 
Theodore Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson, have been written on 
voluminously. Two studies giving va luable perspective on their 
roles in military affairs are Howard Beale's Theodore Roosevelt 
and the Riseof America to World Power (1956) and Arthur Link's 
continuing biography, Wilson (1947-) . Complementing material 
on leaders is Marvin Fletcher's work on Negro troops at the turn 
of the century, The Block Soldier and Officer in the United States 
Army, 1891-1917 (1974). 
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The war of 1898 (with the resu lting empire), the increasing 
involvement in the Caribbean, and the confrontations with 
Mexico underscored the new direction of American interest. The 
middle years, which had witnessed the expansion and solidifica· 
tion of the nation, were drawing to a close , and portent s of active 
reinvolvement in foreign aHairs became ever more numerous. 
World War I starkly emphasized this ne w trend, and thereafter 
the essence of United States military history centers around the 
nation's active or passive role on the world scene. The year 1916 
marked the dividing line between the middle years and the 
modern period of American military hi story . 

The middle years had seen the armed forces grow from 16,743 
me n in 1816 to 179,376 a century later. Quality, professionalism, 
and national rat her than state orien tation , too, had markedly 
increased over that period. The growth both derived fro m and 
facilitated the corresponding development of the country itse lf 
into a political and economic giant spanning the con tinent, 
strong at home and increasingly influenti al abroad. Conquering 
and pacifying the vast domain in which thi s expansion oc· 
curred-and playing a decisive role in resolving the sectional 
differences which threatened national development-were the 
armed forces ' great achievements of these years. The military 
accomplishments of the period were important and far reaching. 
The literature on the subject is correspond ingly rich. 
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Chlpter 9 

The United States 
and the 
Two World Wars 
Chules B. MI&DODl.ld 

World War I 

H OWEVER much the Spanish-American War. increasing 
involvement in the Caribbean and the Pacific. and confronta· 
tions with Mexico presaged a new era of American participation 
in fo reign affairs, the United Sta tes put on the mantle of 
inte rnational respons ibility onl y reluctantly. As W.orld War I 
raged in Europe. President Woodrow Wilson called on the 
American people to remain "impartial in thought 8S well as in 
action." Yet in the previously unknown context oC a world at 
war, American involvement may have been inevitable. Despite 
that seeming inevitability, in much the same way they have 
argued the background of the comi ng of war in Europe, 
historians have engaged in 8 process of recurring revisionism in 
their study of American intervention. Richard W. Leopold has 
treated the process perceptively in an essay in World Politics. 
"The Problem of American Intervention" (1950), as has Ernest R. 
May in a pamphlet, American Intervention: 1917 ond 1941 
{1960J. 

A flood of works appearing immediately after the war, such as 
John B. McMaster's The United States in the World Wor 
(1918-20, two volumes), and lohn S. Bassel's Our War With 
Germany (1919). tended to agree with President Wilson's 
pronouncement that German recourse to unrestricted submarine 
warfare left the United States no alternative to war. The first 
serious scholar to contradict that view was Harry Elmer Barnes, 
who included a long chapter on American intervention in his 
Genesis of the Wo rld War (1926); Barnes in effect accepted the 
German contention that submarine warfare had been a last 
resort to save the German people Cro m starvation. C. Hartley 

Mr. MacDonald (B.A .. LitI.D .. Presbyterian)ls CMH'sDeputyChid Historian ror 
Southeast Asia. His works include Company Commander. The Boule of the 
Huerl8en roreSl.l\irOOrne. The Mi8hlY Endeovor.and in IheU.S. Army in World 
War II series. Three Boll/es, The Sie8fried Line Campai8n, lind The Lasl 
Offensive. 
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Grattan in Why We Fought (1929) rei nforced Barnes's thesis 
while attributing much of the onus for the intervention to 
American economic ent ang lemen ts, All ied propaganda, and 
inept American statesmanship. The first so lid challenge to that 
thesis came with Charl es Seymour's American Diplomacy 
During the World War (1934). While avowing that submarine 
wa rfare was the cause of American intervention , Seymour 
maintained persuasively that Germany's resort to the submarine 
was less retaliation or desperatio n than unmitigated determi na
tion to win the war. 

Less than a year later appea red an explosive reassessment 
that , as a best seller, attracted far mo re attention than did 
Seymour's work. Written by an astute journalist. Walter Millis, 
The Rood to War: America, 1914-1917 (1935) was a paean to the 
senselessness of force and may have contributed to the 
isolationist fervor thai gripped the U,S. Congress over the next 
few years. To Grattan's earlier charges , Mill is added that of 
greed. A spate of writings blaming economic entanglements 
followed, none more hard hitting than American Goes to War 
(1938) by Charles C. Tansill. Edwin M. Borchard and William P. 
Lage, in Neu trality for the Uni ted States (1937), explored 
anot her angle, sharply denouncing Wilson's preoccupation with 
freedom of the seas. 

Yet in the meantime works more in keeping with the Wilsonian 
thesis con tinued to appear. Restudying the issue of intervention, 
Charles Seymour in a series of essays, American Neut ralit y. 
1914- 1917 (1935). asserted that Germany launched the unre
stricted submarine campaign with the conscious ex pectation 
that war with the United Stales might result. Harley F. Notter, in 
The Origins of the Foreign Policy of Woodrow Wilson (1937). 
came to much the same conclusion. In a slim volume, The Devil 
Theory of War (1936J , Charles A. Beard put the onus on multiple 
causes. Frederick L. Paxson, in Pre-War Years, 1914-1917 
(1936), skillfully blended the stories of domest ic and foreig n 
affairs. 

Early in a renaissance of World War I study thai began some 
thirty years after the war. Hans J. Morgen thau in In Defense of 
the Notional rnterest [1951} and George F. Kennan in American 
Diplomacy, 1900-1950 (1950) attacked Wilson and his advise rs 
for having gone to war for the wrong reasons; rather than lega l 
and mora l issues, the true goals should have been to rescue the 
balance of power and to protect American securit y. Edward H. 
Buehrig in Woodrow Wilson and the Balonce of Power (1955) 
argued that the accusations were unfounded. that for all the 
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conce rn with moralism and legalism, Wilson was sharply 
conscious of the balance of power. Yet two of the most 
significant of the new works returned basically to the Charles 
Seymour thesis of German determination to win even at the cost 
of bringing the United States into the war. Both Ernest R. May in 
The World War and American Isolation (1959) and Arthur S. 
Link in Wilson: The Struggle for Neutrality, 1914-1915 (1960) 
showed that Wilson followed a flexible and conciliatory course 
but that with the German decision to force a crisis no real option 
other than war existed. A valuable study of American war aims 
is David F. Trask's The United States in the Supreme War 
Council: American War Aims and Inter-Allied Strategy, 
19]7-1918 (1961). 

Many 01" the recent genera l histories of the war provide good 
summaries of the origins of American intervention, in most cases 
drawing heavily on earlier scholarship. Particularly readable is 
S. L. A. Marshall's The Americon Heritage History of World 
War J (1964). Harvey A. DeWeerd in President Wilson Fights His 
War (1968) sketches events before American entry and follows 
developments in other than American sectors while still 
focusing on the American role. Edward M. Coffman's The War 10 
End All Wars (1968) is specifically directed toward the 
American experience and provides a useful bibliographical 
essay. An earlier account, Frederick L. Paxson's America ot War: 
1917-1918 (1939), provides an amalgam of political, dip lomatic. 
economic. social, and military events, while Laurence Stallings 
in The Doughboys: the Story of the AEF, 1917-1918 (1963) gives 
the flavor of what it was like in France. a flavor that could be 
imparted only by one who had been a part of the scene. 

Few works deal with specific American battles. although 
Coffman's provides considerable detail on them, much of it 
gleaned from unit records previously unexploited. An exception 
to the lack of focus on specific battles is a study of the baptism of 
fire of American troops, Robert B. Asprey's At Belleau Wood 
{1965}. The journalist Frederick Palmer, who served in France 
and wro te extenSively on various aspects of the war, told of the 
Meuse·Argonne campaign in Our Greatest BattJe (1919), but that 
largest American campaign of the war needs restudying. Three 
works tell the story of American forces in the international 
expedition into Asiatic Russia: Betty Miller Unterberger's 
America's Siberian Expedition, 1918·1920 {1956}, John Albert 
White's The Siberian Int ervention (1950). and William Sidney 
Graves's (who commanded U.S. Forces) America's Siberian 
Adventure, 1918-1920 (1931). An unusual study or small unit 
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actions with analytica l critiques was produced by the [nfantry 
School at Fort Benning. Georgia. Infantry in BoUle (1934). while 
another unusual and valuable approach to the study of battles 
and campaigns is to be found in two volumes by Douglas W. 
lohnson, Topography cnd Strategy (1917) and Battlefields of the 
World War [1921). in which strategy and tactics are closely 
related to th e influence of geography and terrain. 

No single work covers the logistical side of the war in its 
entirety. but two of the general histories mentioned earlier. 
Huston's Sinews of War and Risch's Quartermaster Support of 
the Army, provide essential information. Constance M. Green, 
Harry C. Thomson. and Peter C. Roots's The Ordnance 
Departmenl: Planning Munitions for War {1955}, though focused 
on Wo:-Id War II, gives interesting background on Army 
ordnance in World War I. On the work of the War Department in 
industrial mobilization, manpower management. and the sup
port of the overseas war in France, a six-volume work produced 
short ly after the war, Benedict Crowell and Robert Wilsons's 
How Americo Went to Wor {1921}. reflects the experience and 
viewpoint of Crowell as Assistant Secretary of War. Far more 
critica l in approach is a modern scho larly work . Daniel F. 
Beaver's Newton D. Baker and the American War Effort (1966). A 
similarly crit ical study of industrial mobilization for war is 
Robert O. currs War Industries Board: Business-Government 
Relations During World War I (1973). Irving B. Holley has 
explored American development of the air weapon during World 
War I in Ideas and Weapons {1953} . emphasizing the extent to 
which technical knowledge outpaced weapons development. An 
excellent work depicting the continuing opposition to the war 
after American entry and the excessive repression of civil 
liberties that characterized the period is Horace Peterson and 
Gilbert File's Opponents of War, 1917-1918 (1957). 

Almost every major military figure penned his memoirs, 
incl udi ng the commander of the American Expeditionary Forces, 
John I. Pershing, and the U.S. Army Chief of Staff, Peyton C. 
March. T he wa rtime di fferen ces between the two over preroga
tives resulted in a measure of vituperation that has been called 
the batt le of the memoirs and, some say, persuaded a later Chief 
of Staff, General George C. Marshall, not to write his, Pershing's 
title is My Experiences in the World War (1931); March's is The 
Notion at War {1932}. Useful memoirs on the logistica l support of 
the American Expeditionary Force are lames G. Harbord's 
American Army in France, 1917-1919 (1936] and Johnson 
Hagood's The Services of Supp ly (1927). 
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Among a number of accounts by officers and men of lesser 
rank. of particular interest are one by a Marine Corps captain , 
John W. Thomason, Jr .• Fix Bayonets! (1926), and another by 
Thomas A. Boyd. who vividl y recounted his life as an 
infantryman in the form of a no vel, Through the Wheat (1923) . 
Long after the war another no velist , Anton Myrer, in Once on 
Eagle (196B) crea ted some memorable World War 1 batt le scenes 
as part of the story of an Army of£ice r's ca reer from a li eutenant 
in World War I to a genera l in World War II. 

The better biographies are the product of recent scholarship, 
such as Donald Smythe's Guerrilla Warrior: The Early Life of 
John J.' Pershing (1973-a projected second volume will cover 
the World War I period). Edward M. Corfman's The Hilt of fhe 
Sword: The Career of Peyton C. March {1966}, Forrest C. Pogue's 
George C. Marshall: Education of a General, 1880-1939 {1963}. 
and Martin Blumenson's The Patton Papers: 1885-1940 {1972}, 
the last depicting a young George S. Patton . Ir., as an ambi tious 
tank commander in France. The role of an equa ll y ambitious 
Douglas MacArthur as a brigade commande r in the 42d Division 
forms a part of O. Clayton James's The Years of MacA rthur, 
Volu me I: 1880-1941 (1970). The story of the war's premier air 
power enthusiast is told in Alfred T. Hurley's Billy Mitchell: 
Crusader for Ai r Power (1964) ; and Elting E. Morison provides 
an introspective s tud y of the U.S. naval commander. William S. 
Sims , in Admiral S ims and the Modern Americon Navy \196B }. 

Although no official narrat ive hi stories of the war ex ist, there 
are a nu mbe r of official publi cations. A selection of officia l 
orders and documents of the American Expeditionary Forces 
was published in 194B by the Government Printing Office in 
seventeen volumes under the title Uni ted States Army in the 
World War, 1917-1919. Of value for detailed study of American 
battles is the Ame rican Battle Monuments Commission's 
American Armies and Battlefields in Europe [1938). which is a 
kind of veteran's or tourist's guide. The commiss ion also 
prepared for each U.S. division a Summary of Operations of the 
World War. 

A conc ise summary of the American role in the fledgling air 
war in france is given in James Lea Cale's "The Air Service in 
World War I," in The Army Air Forces in World War II. Volume I: 
Plans and Early Operations (1947). A good nonofficial work is 
James ). Hudson's Hostile Skies: A Combat History of the 
American Air Service in World War r (196B). 

In addition to the biography of Ad mi ra l Sims, cited earlier. 
valuable mate ri al on the rol e of the U.S . Navy is to be found in 
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Josephus Daniels's Our Navy at War (1922) and two compen
dious works by Haro ld and Margaret Sprout, The Rise of 
American Noval Power: 1776-1918 (1939) and Toward a New 
Order of Sea Power: American Naval Policy and the World 
Scene. 1918-1922 (1943). 

World War II 

Military developments in the period between the two world 
wars can best be studied in general works on American military 
history {see Chapter 7J, in biographies of such leaders as 
Marshall. MacArthur. Mitchell. and Pat Ion . and in background 
sections of official histories of World War II. Several works do 
deal directly with u.s. Marine Corps intervention in Latin 
America, most notably Samuel Flagg Bemis's The Latin 
American Policy of the United States (1943) and Hans Schmidt's 
The United Stotes Occupation of Haiti. 1914-1934 (1971). The 
emergence of the Army Air Forces is covered in James Lea Cate's 
"The Army Air Arm Between Two Wars, 1919-39," in the official 
history previously cited, The Army Air Forces in World War 1/, 
Volume I: Plans ond Early Operations. and in Alfred Goldberg's 
{ed.] A History of the United States Air Force, 1907-1957 {1957J. 
Some material on U.S. Army developments is to be found in 
several of the official World War II histories, United States Army 
in World War II: Stetson Conn and Byron Fairchild's The 
Framework of Hemisphere Defense {1960); Maurice Matlorr and 
Edwin M. Snell's Strategic Planning for Coalition Warfare, 
1941-1942 {1953}; volumes dealing with the Chemical Corps, 
Ordnance Department, and other technical serv ices ; and Kent 
Roberts Greenfield's "Origins of the Army Ground Forces: 
Ge neral Headquarters, United States Army, 1940-1942," in 
Greenfield, Robert R. Palmer, and BellI. Wiley's The Organ iza 
tion of Ground Combat Troops (1947). Early developments in 
amphibious warfare are treated in an unofficial work, Philip A. 
Crowl and Jeter A. Isley's The U.S. Marines ond Amphibious 
Wor (1951). 

Even though the United States was propelled into World 
War II by the surprise Japanese aHack on Pearl Harbor and 
declarations of war by Germa ny and Italy, revisionists were 
soon in print. Charles A. Beard, for example. espoused the same 
"devil theory" he had accorded to American en try into World 
War I. In American Foreign Policy, 1932- 1940 [1946} and 
President Roosevelt and the Coming of War. 1941 {1948j, Beard 
charged that even as Franklin O. Roosevelt was assuring the 
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American people that he meant to avoid war, he was deliberately 
abando ning neutrality by such methods as tradi ng old deslroy
ers to Britain in exchange for bases, promoting lend-lease, and 
escorting convoys to Britain. He went so far as to charge that 
Roosevelt delibe rate ly provoked Japan into attacking. 

Another revisio ni st, Charles C. Tansil l, took up much the same 
arguments in a more intemperate book, Bock Door 10 War (1952), 
and George Morgenstern also arg ued the provocation thesis in 
Pearl Horbor: The Story of the Secret Wa r (1947). Paul W. 
Shroeder in The Axis Alliance and Japanese-Americon Relations 
(1958) maintained that if the United States had not imposed an 
oil embargo on Japan or if President Roosevelt had agreed to meet 
with the Japanese premier. a detente mig ht have been possible. 

In the face of a host of stud ies by othe r historians, many 
work ing with official records, the credibility of the revisionists 
was seve rely strained. Samuel Eliot Morison contributed to the 
rebuttal with The Rising Sun in the Pacific (1950), the third of 
fifteen volumes in the semiofficial series, History of United 
States Naval Operations in World War II , written wit h research 
assistance by official U.S. Navy hi storia ns. Working with 
Department of State cooperation, William L. Langer and S. 
Everett Gleason covered the whole broad diplomatic canvas in 
The Challenge to Iso/alion, 1937-1940 (1952) and The Unde
clared War, 1940-1941 (1953). 

A later work taking a broad look at the coming of war is Robert 
A. Divine's The Reluctant Belligerent: American Entry inlo 
World War 11 (1965), while a number of studies focus on the start 
of the war with Japan: Roberti. C. Butow's Tojo and the Coming 
of the War (1961). which concentrates on the rise to power of 
Genera l Hideki Tojo and the Japanese military; David J. Lu's 
From the Marco Polo Bridge to Pearl Harbor: Japan's Entry inlo 
World War 11 (1961); Walter Lord's Day of Infamy (1957), an 
eminently readable account of the Pearl Hal'bor attack; Herbert 
Feis's The Rood to Pearl Harbor {1950}, whiGh views the onset of 
war in terms of classical tragedy not unlike the position of recent 
historians on the coming of World War I; George M. Waller's 
Pearl Harbor: Roosevelt and the Coming of the War {1953); and 
John Toland's The Rising Sun: The Decline and Fall of the 
Japanese Empire, 1936-1945 (1970), the last a detailed look at 
events pr imarily from the Japanese viewpoint, based in part on 
postwar interviews with Japanese officials. In Pearl Harbor: 
Warning and Decision (1962), Roberta Wohlstetter focused on 
the intelligence failure. 

Historians have directed less attention to the coming of war 
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between the United States and the Axis powers in Europe. but 
Saul Friedlaender in Prelude to Downfall: Hiller and the United 
Stotes, 1939-1941 {19B?} perceived nothing to refute Langer's 
and Gleason's early finding that even though the German 
dictator, Adolf Hitler, made determined efforts to avoid 
provoking the United States. he did so only to avert a showdown 
until he had solidified his position in Europe. In the official 
series, United States Army in World War II. Conn and Fairchild 
in The Framework of Hemisphere Defense. previously cited. 
revea led how serious ly the United States viewed the vulnerabil· 
ity of the western hemisphere to possible Axis attack. Alton Frye 
in Nazi Germany and the American Hemisphere, 1933-1941 
(1967) examined Nazi activities in North and South America and 
concluded that the threat to the Americas was real. 

Two brief but excellent accounts of diplomacy immediately 
preceding and during the war are John L. Snell's lllusion and 
Necessity: The Diplomacy of Global Wor, 1939-1945 (1963) and 
Gaddis Smith's American Diplomacy during the Second World 
War, 1941-1945 (1965). For broad looks at worldwide American 
strategy, see Samuel Eliot Morison's Strategy and Compromise 
(1958), Alfred H. Burne's Strategy in World War fl (1947), and a 
brief treatise by the former chief historian of the U.s. Army, Kent 
Roberts Greenfield, under whose ge neral direction many of the 
official Army histories were written, American Strategy in 
World War fl : A Reconsideration (1963). 

More detailed examinations of stra tegy are found in the 
official Army series: MatloH and Snell, S trat egic Planning for 
Coalition Warfare, 1941-1942, previously cited: Maurice Mat
loff, Strategic Planning for Coolilion Warfare. 1943-1944 
(1959); Richard M. Leighton and Robert W. Coakley. Global 
Logistics and Strategy. 1940-1943 (1955) and Global Logistics 
and Strategy. 1943-1945 (1969); and Ray S. Cline, Washington 
Command Pos!: The Operations Division (1951). A perceptive 
unofficial work that surveys the high-level conduct of the war is 
Herbert Feis's Churchill. Roosevelt, Stalin: The War They Waged 
and the Peace They Sought {195'7}. Hanson Baldwin is critical of 
American policy in Great Mistakes of the War (1950). and a 
number of strategic decisions are scrut ini zed carefully in Kent 
Roberts Greenfield's (ed.) Command Decisions (1959), a collec
tion of essays by U.S. Army historians. 

A number of official publications other than the service 
histories and some commerc ial printings of offic ial material are 
of brood interest. Of first importance is a series of documentary 
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volumes published by the Department of State on the various 
wartime conferences of Allied political and military chiefs: 
Casablanca, Cairo . Teheran, Malta. Yalta, and Potsdam. The 
wartime reports of the chiefs of staff of the Army and Army Air 
Forces and the Chief of Naval Operations have been published in 
one volume: War Reports of George C. Marshall, H. H. Arnold 
ond Ernest J. King (1947). The official report of the supreme 
commander in Europe. Dwight D. Eisenhower, was published as 
Report by the Supreme Commander 10 the Combined Chiefs of 
Stoff on the Operations in Europe of the A/Jied Expeditionary 
Force, 6 June 1944 to 8 May 1945 (1945). General Eisenhower's 
wartime papers have been published with valuable commentary 
in Alfred D. Chandler's (ed .) The Papers of Dwight David 
Eisenhower: The War Years {1970, five volumes}. 

Some of the memoirs and biographies of officials in the 
Roosevelt administration and at high command levels are 
particularly illuminating. Henry L. Stimson and McGeorge 
Bundy in On Active Service in Peace and War (1948) and Elting 
E. Morison in Turmoil and Tradition: A Study of the Life and 
Times of Henry L. Stimson (1960) cover the role of the Secretary 
of War. The imposing role of the U.S. Army's chief of staff. 
George C. Marshall, is abundantly clear from the second and 
third volumes of the authorized biography, Forrest C. Pogue's 
Ordeal and Hope. 1939-1942 (1966) and Organizer of Victory, 
1943-1945 (1973). and from several volumes in the official 
history, particularly Mark S. Watson's Chief of Stoff: Prewar 
Plans and Preparations {19s0}. The activities of the Secretary of 
State are covered in The Memoirs of Cordell Hull (1948). The 
Army Air Forces chief of staff, Henry H. Arnold, wrote Global 
Mission (1949), while the Chier of Naval Operations told his sto
ry (with Walter M. Whitehill) in Fleet Admirol King: A Naval 
Record (1952). The admiral whom Roosevelt added as a fourth 
member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to serve as a kind of personal 
chief of staff to the president. William D. Leahy. wrote I Was 
There (1950). 

Among the extensive literature on President Roosevelt, three 
of the more important works are lames MacGregor Burns's 
Roosev elt : The Lion ond the Fox (19561, the same author's 
Roosevell : The Soldier of Freedom (1971). and Robert E. 
Sherwood's Roosevell and Hopkins (1948), the last constituting 
something of a source book on the relationship of the president 
with his principal wartime confidant and alter ego. 

Possibly because of the inherent difficulty in writing a 
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meaningful chronicle in one or two volumes of even the 
American role alone in such a far- ranging conflict, few 
historians have tried to tell of the entire war. Several short 
accounts appeared soon after the wa r but were rap idly dated as 
new information became available . The first scholarly account 
to focus on the American role is A, Russell Buchanan's The 
United States and World War II (1964), which is comprehensive 
and accurate, the author having leaned heavily on the official 
histories; but the writing is uninspiring and lacks critica l 
analysis. More effective as literature but lacking the trappings of 
formal scholarship is Kenneth S, Davis's The Experience of War: 
The United Slaies in World War II (1965). A study covering the 
entire war by the eminent British military historian, B. H. Lidde ll 
Hart, was published posthumously, History of the Second World 
War (1971). Graphica lly impressive is C. L. Sulzberger, et al., 
The American Heritage Picture History of World War II (1966). 

The only broad, overall account of the American role in the 
Mediterranean and Europe is Charles D, MacDonald's The 
Mighty Endeavor: American Armed Forces in the European 
Theater in World War II (1969) . The study begins with prewar 
planning and the developing command structure in the United 
States and covers the air, sea, and ground wars through V-E Day. 

Memoirs and biographies also provide a broad view of event s 
throughout the Mediterranean and Euro pe. The supreme Allied 
commander, General Eisenhower. wrote Crusade in Europe 
(1948). The best biographies covering his wartime years are 
Ken neth Davis's Eisenhower: American Hero (1969) and 
Stephen Ambrose's The Supreme Commander: The War Years of 
General Dwight D. Eisenhower (1970). Omar N, Bradley, one of 
Eisenhower's top deputies, wrote A Soldier's Story (1951 J, one of 
the more outspoken of the memoirs. The viewpoint of the 
controversial George S. Patton, Jr" commander first of the 
Seventh Army and then the Third, is in the second of two 
volumes based on Patton's diary and other material. Martin 
Blume nson's The Patton Papers: 1940-1945 (1914), The best of a 
number of biographies of Patton are Henry H. Semmes's Portrait 
of Patton (1955) and Ladislas Farago's Potion: Ordeal and 
Triumph (1964). The commander of the Fifth Army and subse
quently of Allied armies in Italy, Mark W. Clark, wrote 
Calculated Risk (1950), while a good account by a division and 
later corps commander is Lucian K, Truscott, Jr.'s Command 
Missions (1954). 

The standard work on the invasion of North Africa is the 
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official U.S. Army history, George F. Howe's Northwest Africa: 
Seizing the Initiative in the West (1957). Writing with a lively 
style, Martin Blumenson studied the German counteroffensive 
against U.S. and British forces in Tunisia in Kasserine Pass 
(1967) 

The standard work on t he invasion of Sicily is again the 
official history, Albert N. Garland and Howard McGaw Smyth's 
Sicily and the Surrender of Italy (1965). A number of other 
historians studied the complex and intriguing story of Italian 
surrender, but none produced much not already revealed in that 
volume. Martin Blumenson wrote Sicily: Whose Victory? {1969}, 
while the airborne phase of the Sicilian invasion and all other 
World War II airborne operations are covered in John R. Galvin's 
Air Assault (1970). 

The first phase of the campaign in Ita ly, up to the sta lemates at 
Monte Cassino and on the Anzio beachhead, is told in the official 
history, Martin Blumenson's Salerno to Cassino (1969), while a 
second volume, Ernest F. Fisher's Cassino to the Alps {1977} 
carries the story to the end of the war. Blumenson told the Anzio 
story through the breakout offensive of May 1944 in an unoHicial 
work, Anzio: The Gamble That Foiled (1963), and took a look 
from the viewpoint of the responsible commanders at the costly 
crossing of the Rapido River in Bloody River (1970J. Several 
studies in another official U.S. Army series called American 
Forces in Action, creditably done although written as interim 
publications before the official histories were ready. deal with 
the war in Italy: Salerno: American Operations from the Beaches 
to the Volturno (1944), From the Volturno to the Winter Line 
(1944). Fifth Army at the Winter Line (1945), and Anzio 
Beachhead (1947). 

On the American effort in northwest Europe. Forrest Pogue's 
The Supreme Command (1954) is the volume in the official U.S. 
Army series focusing on Eisenhower's headquarters and 
decisions. Roland G. Ruppenthal's two volumes, Logist ical 
Support of the Armies (1953 and 1959), in the same series 
prOVide one of the few relatively complete logistical histories of 
any American campaign. Technological aspects of the war in 
Europe and elsewhere are well covered in the official histories of 
the technical services: Chemical Warfare Service, Carps of 
Engineers, Medical Department, Ordnance Department, Quar
termaster Corps. Signal Corps, and Transportation Corps. 

The officia l account of D-Day and operations in Normandy 
through the fall of Cherbourg is Gordon A. Harrison's Cross-
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Channel Attack (1951). Portions of the Normandy story were 
told earlier in three studies in the American Forces in Action 
series: Omaha Beachhead (19451. Utah Beach to Cherbourg 
(1947) , and St. LO (1946). Cornelius Ryan's The Longest Day 
(19S9). a popular account of people caught up in the D- Day 
invasion, is an example of 8 form afhuman interest history based 
in part on postwar interviews that has attracted tremendous 
numbers of readers. Chief and most successful practitioners of 
the form have been Ryan and John Toland. No one wrote more 
vividly of combat than S. L. A. Marshall . 8S exemplified by his 
account of American airborne landings on D-Day in Nighl Drop 
(1962). 

The official account of the breakout from Normandy and the 
drive to the German frontier is Martin Blumenson's Breokout 
ond Pursuit (1961). Blumenson covered much the same ground in 
an unoHicial account, The Duel for Fronce (1963) . Two works 
dealing specifically with liberation of the French capital are 
Willis Thornton's Th e Liberalion of Paris (1962) Bnd Dominique 
LaPierre and Larry Collins's Is Poris Burning? (1965) , the latter 
of the Ryan-Toland school of popular history . The oHicial U:S. 
Army history of the invasion of southern France is still in 
preparation. 

The official accounts of the fall campaigns of 1944 along the 
German frontier are Hugh M. Cole's The Lorraine Campaign 
(1950) , which covers the Third Army, and Charles B. MacDon
ald's The Siegfried Line Campoign (1963), which covers the 
First and Ninth Armies and the big airborne assault in the 
Netherlands, Operation Market-Garden. Cornelius Ryan in A 
Bridge Too For (1974) told of the airborne attack in detai1. An 
unofficial account of another phase of the autumn fighting is 
Charles B. MacDonald's The Battleof the Huertgen Forest (19631, 
while MacDonald and Sidney T. Mathews take a detailed look at 
combat at the small unit level in an official work, Three Bottles: 
ArnovilJe, Altuzzo, and Schmidt (1952). 

As might be expected, the literature on the Batt le of the Bulge, 
the German counteroffensive in the Ardennes in December 1944, 
is fairly extensive. The official account is Hugh M. Cole's The 
Ardennes: Botlle of the Buige (1965). In The Bitter Woods (1969) 
John S. D. Eisenhower, son of the supreme commander, provided 
fresh ins ight into the nature and thinking of senior commanders 
on both sides. An early account still stands as the best study of 
the encirclement and siege of the road center ofBastogne: S. L. A. 
Marshall, Bostogne: The First Eight Days (1946). The official 
history dealing with liquidation of the bulge and the remainder 
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of the war is Charles B. MacDonald's The Lost Offensive {1973}. 
John Toland covered many of the same events in his eminently 
readable Th e Last 100 Days {1966}, while the definitive work on 
the First Army's capture of a bridge over the Rhine River is Ken 
Hechler's The Bridge at Remogen (1957). 

Supplementing the memoirs of senior commanders are several 
by junior officers and enlisted men. such as World War II's most 
decora ted American soldier. a platoon sergeant and platoon 
leader, Audie Murphy. who wrote To Hell ond Bock {1949J; a 
pla toon leade r. Paul Boesch. who wrote Road to Huertgen
Forest in Hell (1962); and Charles B. MacDonald, who wrote 
Company Commander (revised edition. 1961). The soldier 
car toonist. Bill Mauldin. provided lucid commentary on combat 
and hi s famous drawings in Up Front (1945) . 

The volu mes in the official Air Forces history. Wesley Frank 
Craven and James Lea Cat'!'s (eds.) The Army Air Forces in 
World War II. that dea l with the war against Germany are 
Vol. 1: Plans and Early Operations (January 1939 to August 1942) 
(1946), Vol. II : Europe: Torch to Pointblank (August 1942 to 
December 1943) (1949). and Vol. III : Europe: Argument to V-E 
Day {January 1944 to May 1945} (1951). Also of particular 
interest is the multivolume series prepared by the U.S. 
Strategic Bombing Survey that examined the eHect iveness of 
air opera ti ons in Europe and Asia. publi shed (1945-47) by the 
Government Printing O ffice . A feel for what it was like to 
participate in the ai r war in Europe may be gleaned from an 
account by a former B- 17 pilot, Bert Stiles's Serenade to the Big 
Bi,d (1952). 

In Samuel Eliot Mo ri son's semiofficial U,S, Navy series, 
volumes dealing with the war against Germany are: Vol. I The 
Battle of the Atlantic (September 1939-May 1943) {1951}, Vol. 
II : Operations in No rth African Waters (October 1942-Tune 
1943J (1950), Vol. IX: Sicily-Salerno-Anzio (January 
1943-Tu ne 1944) {1952}. Vol. X: The Atlantic Bottle Won (May 
1943-May 1945J {1956}, and Vol. XI: The Invas ion of France and 
Ge,many (1944-1945) (1957). 

For the war against Japan, the closest to a ge neral account is 
John Toland's The Rising S un , previously cited , but it tells the 
story in large measure from the Japanese viewpoint. Not so 
comprehensive but also noteworthy is Thomas M. Coffey's 
Imperial Tragedy: Japan in World War II , the Firs t Days and the 
Las t (1970) . The definitive work on Allied s trategy in the 
Pacific through the end of 1943 is Louis Morton's Stra tegy and 
Co mmand: Th e First Two Years (1962) . in the official U.S. 
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Army series. There is no sequel covering the last year and a half 
of the Pacific war. 

As might be expected. the literature is considerable on the 
co ntroversial Douglas MacArthur, commander in chief of the 
Southwest Patine Area and later Far East commander in Tokyo 
and United Nations commander in Korea. MacArthur's mem
oirs are entitled Reminiscences (1964). Very pro-MacArthur 
are Courtney H. Whitney's MacArthur: His Rendezvous With 
Destiny (1956) and Charles A. Willoughby and John Chamber
lain's MacArthur. 1941-195] (1954). More objective are the 
second volume of D. Clayton James's The Years oj MacArthur. 
1941·45 (1975) and John Gunther's The Riddle of MacArthur 
(1951). An equally colorful personality . the commander of the 
South Pacific Area and later of the Third Fleet. William F. 
Halsey, wrote (with Joseph Bryan) Admiral Holsey's Story 
(1947). 

Another sector of the war against Japan. the China-Burma
India Theater, has attracted special attention, probably because 
of the nature of the leading American figure there, Joseph W. 
("Vinegar Joe") Stilwell. and because of the enigma of American 
relations with China and its generalissimo. Chiang Kai-shek. 
The experience is well covered in three volumes of the official 
U.S. Army history, all by Charles F. Romanus and Riley 
Sunderland: Stilwell's Mission to Chino (1953), StilweJl's 
Command Problems (1956). and Time Runs Out in the CBI 
(1959). Barbara W. Tuchman in Stilwell and the American 
Experience in Chino, 1911-1945 (1971) drew heavily on those 
volumes for the World War II portion of her work. General 
Stilwell's personal story is found in a posthumous publication, 
Theodore H. White's (ed.) The Stilwell Papers (1948). The 
exciting story of 8 Ranger-type force of volunteers in Burma is 
told in Charlton Ogburn, Jr.'s The Marauders (1959). 

The official U.S. Army history of the Japanese conquest of the 
Philippines is Louis Morton's The Foil of the Philippines {1953}. 
good historical scholarship despite a shortage of contemporary 
documentation. The definitive account of the Americans 
captured on the Bataan peninsula is Stanley L. Falk's Botaon: 
The March of Death (1982), and the fall of Co rregi dar is covered 
in James H. and William H. Belote's Carregidor: The Sago of a 
Fortress (1967) . The early fighting is also covered in John 
Toland's But Not in Shame: The Six Months After Pearl Harbor 
(1961); William Ward Smith's Midway; Turning Point in the 
Pacific (1966) and Walter Lord's In credible Victory (1967) tell 
the story of the decisive naval battle of Midway. 
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The official histories recounting the reconquest of the 
Philippines are M. Hamlin Cannon's Leyte: The Return to the 
Philippines (1954) and Robert Ross Smith's Triumph in the 
Philippines {1963}, the latt er covering the Sixt h and Eighth 
Armies on Luzon and the Eighth Army's reoccupation of the 
southern Philippines. Smith also wrote The Approoch to the 
Philippines (1 953 J, covering Allied operations in the Southwest 
Pacific from April to October 1944. In an unofficial work, 
Decision 01 Leyte (1966), Stanley Falk combined in a single 
volume the air, naval. and ground campaigns for Leyte and in 
Liberation of the Philippines (1971) the entire Philippine 
campaign. Good accounts of the nava l fighting in Philippine 
wate rs are C. Vann Woodward's The Bottle fo r Leyte Gulf 
(1947) and James A. Field, Jr.'s The Japanese at Leyte Gulf 
(1947). 

The offic ial U.S. Army hi stories covering the island-hop ping 
campaign through the Pacific are Samuel Milner's Victory in 
Papua (1957), John Miller, Jr.'s Guoda/cano l: The First 
Offensive (1949) and Cartwheel: The Reduction of Rabaul 
(1959) , Philip A. Crowl and Edmund G. Love's Seizure of the 
Gilbe rts and Marsha ll s (1955), and Philip A. Crowl's Campaign 
in the Marianas (1960). 

A colorfully writle n unoffic ial acco unt focusing on one phase 
of the Papuan campaign is Lida Mayo's Bloody Buno (1973). 
S. L. A. Marshall used group after-action inte rviews to provide 
a detailed story of the fight for Kwajalei n in the Marshall 
Islands in Island Victory (1944), and Henry I. Shaw. Jr., wro te 
Tarawa: A Legend is Born (1969). Brian Gar fi eld wrote of a 
remote corner of the Pacifi c in The Thousand-Mile War: World 
War II in Alaska and the Aleutians (1969), and considerable 
material on the Aleu ti ans, including the invasion of Altu, is also 
to be found in the offic ial U.S. Army history. Stetson Conn , 
Rose C. Engleman, and Byron Fairchild's Guarding the Un ited 
States and Its Outposts (1964). 

The officia l histo ry recounting the £ina I ground campaign is 
Roy E. Appleman, James M. Burns. Russell A. Gugeler, and John 
Stevens's Okinawa: The Last Bottle {1948}. Unoffi cial versions 
are Benis M. Frank's Okinawa, Capstone to Vic tory (1969) and 
James H. and William M. Belote's Typhoon of Steel: BoUie of 
Okinawa (1970). 

The best personal ex perience chronicles by men and officers 
of lesser rank are by a Navy enli s ted man w ho se rved on a light 
cruiser. James F. Fahey, in Pacific War Diary, 1942-1945 (1963); 
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a Marine Corps company commander who rought on PeleBu. 
Geo rge P. Hunt , in Coral Co mes High (1946): and an en lis ted 
marine recounting hi s ex periences from boot camp through 
seve ral island campaigns. Robert Leckie, in Helmet for My 
Pillow (1957). The war's best fiction al account was also set in 
the Pacific. Norman Mailer's The Naked and the Dead (1948). 

The official Air Forces his tories dealing with the war in the 
Pacific are VoL IV: The Pacific: Guoda1co nol to Soipon (August 
1942 to July 1944} (1950j and Vol. V: The Pocific: Matterhorn 10 
Nogosaki (June 1944 to August 1945J (1953J. T hose of Morison's 
naval series are Vol. III : The Risi ng Su n in the Pacific 
(1931-April 1943} (1950). Vo l. IV: Coral Sea, Midway, and 
Submarine Ac ti ons (May 1942-August 19421 {1950}, Vol. V: 
The Struggle for Guada lcana l (Aug us t 1942-rebruary 19431 
{1951}, Vol. VI: Breaking the Bismarcks Barrier (22 July 19434 

1 May 19441 {1950}, Vol. VII : Alculians, Gilberts, and Marshalls 
(lune 1942-Apri/ 1944) (1951), Vol. VIII: New Guinea and th e 
Marianas (March 1944-August 1944) (1953), Vol. XII: Leyte 
(lune 1944-January 19451 (1958), Vol. XIII : The Liberation of 
the Philippines; Luzon, Mindinao, the Visayas (1944-1945) 
(1959), and Vol. XIV: Victory in the Pacific (19451 (1961). 
Morison later provided a synthesis of the series in The Two 
Ocean War (1963). 

Historians of the U.S. Marine Co rp s fi rst produced a series of 
pamphlets o r monographs covering various ac ti ons in the 
Pacific. then published the five 4 vo lume History of U.S. Marine 
Corps Operations in World War II. The volumes are as follows: 
Frank O. Hough. Verle E. Ludwig, and Henry I. Shaw, Jr .. Pearl 
Harbor to Guoda /canal (1961); Henry 1. Shaw. Jr .. and Douglas 
T, Kane. Isolation of Rabaul (1963): Henry J. Shaw, Jr .. Bernard 
C. Naity, and Edwin T. Turnbladh. Centra / Pacific Drive (1966); 
George W. Garand and Truman R. Strobridge. Western Pacific 
Opera lions (1971); and Benis M. Frank and Henry I. Shaw. Ir .. 
Victory and Occupation (1968). 

A definitive acco unt of the blac k soldier in Worl d War II is in 
the orrieial U,S. Army series. Ulysses Lee's The Employment of 
Negro Troops (1966), which also provides a comprehensive 
essay on the experience of black sold iers in earli er limes. A 
good unofficial work carries the study of the black soldier 
through t he Korean War, Richard M. Dalriume's Desegrega tion 
o f th e U.S. Armed Forces: Fighting on Two Fronts, 1939-1953 
(1969) . The role of women in th e U.S. Army is told in the official 
history, Mattie E. Treadwell's The Women 's Army Corp s 
(1954) . Of pa rticu lar va lue in any concerted effort to st ud y the 
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nature, attitudes, and motivations of the American soldier is a 
four-volume series entitled Studies in Social Psychology in 
World War II. Prepared by Samuel A. Stourrer, et aI., the series 
is based on data accumulated during the war by the Research 
Branch of the Information and Education Division of the War 
Department. The volumes are Vol. I: The Americon Soldier: 
Adjustment During Army Life (1949), Vol. II: The American 
Soldier: Combat and Its Aftermath (1949), Vol. III : Experiments 
on Moss Communication (1949), and Vol. IV: Measurement and 
Prediction {1950}. 

The massive logistical effort required in suppor ting battle
fronts strung around the world absorbs better than half of the 
volumes in the U.S. Army in World War II series and has been 
the subject of numerous other official and semiofficial histories 
of the war produced under auspices of government agencies. In 
the Army se rie s, the Leighton and Coakley volumes on Global 
Logistics and Strategy cove r the problems of allocation of 
resources at the highest levels; John O. Millett's Organization 
and Role of the Army Service Forces (1954) describes the work 
of the Army's central logistical organization; R. Elberton 
Smith's The Army and Industria l Mobilization (1959) deals 
with the massive procurement program for all varieties of 
equipment; Irving 8. Holley's Buying Airc raft (1964) treats 
procurement of air materiel; and Byron Fairchild and Jonathan 
Grossman's The Army and Industrial Manpower [1959) covers 
the Army's role in handling labor during the wa r. The various 
technical service histories, too numerous to list individually , 
cover the nuts and bolts of research and development, 
production, and distribution, both at home and ove rseas. (For a 
convenient listing, see any of the more recent volumes of the 
U.S. Army in World War II series .) The best overview of Navy 
logistics is Duncan S. Ballantine's U.S. Naval Logistics in the 
Second World War (1947). Robert N. Connery offers a 
companion volume in The Navy and Industria l Mobilization 
During World War II (1951). Julius Furer wrote the o£ficial 
volume, Administration of the Navy Deportment in World 
War 11 {1959}. Air Force logistics are covered in Volumes VI and 
VII of the official series, Men and Planes (1955) and Services 
Around the World (1958) . 

The conscious linking of scientHic research and waging war 
began during World War I but reached much greate r heights 
during World War II. The best general treatment of the 
scientific effort is James Phinney Baxter's Scientists Agoinst 
Time (1946). The ultimate scientific achievement of the war 
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was, of course. the atomic bomb. The vo lume of the U.S. Army 
in World War Ii series covering the development of the bomb 
wi ll appear soon, and two historians of the Atomic Energy 
Commission, Richard C. Hewlett and Oscar Anderson. have 
published the sto ry of the beginnings of atomic energy in The 
New World (1962). and General Leslie Groves, who headed the 
Army's Manhattan project. related his story in Now It Con Be 
Told (1962). Two works dealing with the momentous decision 
to drop the atomic bomb on Japan. thus to usher in a new era in 
warfare. are Michael Amrine's The Great Decision: The Secret 
Hislory of the Atomic Bomb (1959) and Herbert Feis's The 
Atomic 80mb and the End of World War If (1966). 
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Chapter 10 

The United States 
and the World Military 
Scene Since 1945 
Robert W. Coakley ... d 
Curl .. D. MacOo •• ld 

WORLD WAR II marked the end of an era in the military 
history of the world. After Hiroshima and Nagasaki, all nations 
would live under the shadow of atomic power, with its potential 
qestructiveness multiplied enormously by the development of 
the hydrogen or thermonuclear bomb and increasingly sophisti· 
cated methods of delivery by plane and missile. Yet if the 
development of nuclear weapons threatened to change the 
whole nature of warfare, it failed to do so immediately. Wars 
continued to be fought by the older conventiona l methods and 
with conventional weapons, even while a nuclear arms race 
between the United States and the Soviet Union proceeded 
apace, and other nations acquired nuclear weapons. Much ofthe 
arena of conflict was in Asia. Africa, and the Middle East, as 
native peoples threw off the dominance of their European 
colonial masters; and indeed a good deal of th is conflict 
featured the least sophisticated of methodology-guerrilla war. 

The development of increasingly varied and terrible nuclear 
weapons was justified largely in terms of their effect in 
deterring war, rather than in prospect of waging it. Under the 
panoply of this "great deterrent," even the United States and the 
Soviet Union pursued their rivalry in other ways. In contrast to 
its prewar isolation, the United States became intimate ly 
involved in the affairs of nations in all corners of the globe-so 
much so that the most practicable approach to the postwar era 
for the American student of military history is to consider 
United States and world military history as a single entity. 

There has been a veritable avalanche of literature produced in 
the United States since 1945 which both develops new military 
theories to meet new conditions and details the course of 
military events. Much of this literature belongs to the realm of 
the political Scientist, the journalist, the military theorist, the 
operations analyst, the sociologist, and the economist rather 

For notes on the authors. see the first pages of Chllplers 7 lind 9. 
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than to that of the historian. Definitive histories are yet scarce. 
They must await the passage of time to give perspective and 
allow historians access to documents still classified in the files 
of various governments. Even then the immense complexity of 
technology and the rapidity of both technological and social 
change in the post-1945 era may well defy the simple analyses 
that historians have often applied to earlier epochs. From the 
vantage point of the late-1910s, in any case, it is far easier to 
find historical literature on almost any conceivable aspect of 
the postwar period than to select the works of greatest value to 
the student of military history, the difficult task to which this 
chapter must perforce turn. 

Occupation 

The immediate aftermath of World War 11 saw the occupation 
of Germany. Austria, Japan. and Korea by the victorious Allies. 
On the American occupation in Europe, Harold Zink's American 
Military Government in Germany (1947) and a volume edited 
by Carl J. Friedrich, American Experiences in Military 
Government in World War 11 (1948), are contemporary accounts 
by scholars that retain much value for their insights. Earl F. 
Ziemke in a volume in the Army Historical Series, The U.S. 
Army in the Occupotion of Germany, 1944-1946 (1975), 
provides a thorough study of the evolution of policy and of the 
first year of the occupation. A similar work from the British 
viewpoint is F. S. V. Donnison's Civil Affairs and Military 
Government. Northwest Europe. 1944-1946 {1961}. The head of 
the American military government in Germany, General Lucius 
D. Clay, has rendered his own account of stewardship in 
Decision in Germony (1950). John Gimbel's two works , one a 
general account, The American Occupotion of Germany: 
Politics and the Military, 1945-1949 (1968), and the other a 
study af a locality, A German Community under Occupation: 
Marburg, 1945-1952 (1961) , are both good studies. The 
occupation of Austria is covered in William B. Bader's Austria 
Between East and West. 1945-1955 (1966). On the occupation of 
Japan. William I. Sebold's With MacArthur in lapan (1965) is 
essentially the memoir of the Supreme Commander's political 
adviser. The best general accounts of that occupation are Kazue 
Kawai's lapan's American Interlude (1960) and Shiguru 
Yoshida's The Yoshida Memoirs: The Story of lapan in Crisis 
(1973). Most of the general histories of the Korean War provide, 
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as background. material on the American occupa ti on of Korea 
between 1945 and 1948 (see below under Korean War). 

The Cold War 

Occupation soon merged into what came to be known as the 
cold war between the United States and the Soviet Union that 
involved both a nuclear arms race and a struggle for influence. 
with the United States assuming the leadership of an alliance of 
free nations of the Atlantic area in the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) in 1949. The most dramatic early episode 
of the co ld war came a year earlier, in 1948, when the Russians 
blocked overland access to Berlin, a crisi s covered by W. 
Philipps Dav ison in Th e Berlin BlocKode (1958) and by Jean E. 
Smith in The Defense of Berlin {1963}. 

The orig ins of the cold war have given rise to one of the more 
spirited historical controversies of the postwar epoch. The 
standard American interpretation, first developed contempo
raneously with the events, was that the cold war was an 
outgrowth of the Soviet eHort at military and ideological 
expansion and the American response a brave and necessary 
one. Most of the American participants who have written 
memoirs. including Harry S. Truman in Years of Decision 
(1955) and Yeors of Trial and Hope (1958). have espoused this 
view. This interpretation was further developed in such 
scholarly writings as William McNeill's America. Britain. and 
Russia (1953). George F. Kennan's Russia, the Atom and the 
West (1957). John Lukacs's A History of the Cold War (1961), 
Louis Halle's The Cold War as History (1967), and Herbert 
Feis's From Trust to Terror: The Onset of the Cold War [1970), 
all of wh ich support. in greater or lesser degree. the thesis of 
Soviet intransigence. 

Beginning in the 1960s a school of revisionist historians. 
usually charac terized as belonging to the New Lert, challenged 
this view and charged that the econo mi c imperialism of the 
United States and not the expansionist drive of Soviet 
communism was responsib le for the cold war. Truman was as 
much vi ll ai n to thi s group as he was hero to the other. The 
spiritual rather of the New Left interpretation was William 
Appleman Williams. a diplomatic historian whose Tragedy of 
American Diplomacy appeared in 1959. Williams's attack was 
closely followed by a two-volume work by O. F. Fleming. The 
Cold War and Its Origins (1961). And in the era of the Vietnam 
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War a veritable flood of books found what the authors 
conside red an unwise American Vietnam in vo lvement stem· 
ming from the foreign policy that originated with the Truman 
administration in 1945 . Representative are Gabriel Kolko's two 
books, The Roots of American Foreign Po licy (1969) and The 
Limits of Power (1972) ; Walter LaFeber's America. Russia. and 
the Cold War (second edition 1972); Gar Alperowitz's Atomic 
Diplomacy: Hiroshima and Potsdam (1965); and Thomas G. 
Paterson's Soviet-American Confrontation: Post War Recon
struction and the Origins of the Cold War (1975) . 

Rebuttals have come from Robert W. Tucker in The Radical 
Left and American Foreign Policy (1971) and Robert , . Maddox 
in The New Left and th e Origins of the Cold War (1973), the first 
of which questions the ideological assumpt ions and the second 
the sound scholarship of the New Left school. In the United 
Stotes and the Origins of the Cold War (1972). a work that lays 
the blame for the cold war on both sides, John L. Gaddis also 
points up the basic ideological assumptions that lay behind the 
New Left writings and questions whether their conclusions do 
not derive almost auto mati ca lly from their assumptions. In all 
the writing on the origins of the co ld war the essential element 
lacking is any research in Soviet sources that would permit 
something more than conjecture on the motives of Soviet 
leaders. 

The co ld war has had many aspects, diplomatic and military. 
and has generated much writing on its course as well as its 
origins. On the broad aspects of the course of the cold war, Paul 
Y. Hammond's The Cold War Years (1969) and Cold War and 
Detente (1975) are solid works; other works of this genre are 
George Queste r's Nuclear Diplomacy: The First Twenty-Five 
Years {1970j. David Rees's The Age of Containment: The Cold 
War 1945-1965 {1967}, and Ronald Steel's Pox Americana 
(revised edition. 1970). or these works, David Rees's is most 
outspoken in support of the theme of Commu nist aggression. 
while Ronald Steel's is high ly critica l of Ame ri can policy. 

The best account ing of the nuclear balance up to 1971, based 
entirely on unclassified sources, is a Brookings Institution study 
by Harland B. Moulton. From Superiority to Parity: The United 
States and the Strategic Arms Race (1971); Edgar Bottome 
covers much the same ground in The Balonce of Terror: A Guide 
to the Arms Race (1972). Both demolish the myth of a "missile 
gap" in the early 19608 and stress the reality of the increase in 
SOviet nuclear capabilities in the late 1960s and early 1970s that 
has created virtual nuclear parity between the superpowers . 



The United Stalet and the World Military Scene Since 1945 '" 
Of the numerous crises that the cold war has produced, 

beginning with the Berlin blockade in 1948, the most chilling 
was the confrontation in the Cuban missile crisis of 1962. 
Robert F. Kennedy's Thirt-een Days (1969) is a firsthand accoun t 
of American policy making. The most complete and balanced 
secondary accounts are Elie Abel's The Missile Crisis (1966) 
and Craham T. Allison's Essense of Decision: Explaining the 
Cuban Missile Cri sis (1971). 

The obverse side of the coin from the arms race has been the 
effort to limit the growth of armaments, particularly nuclear 
armaments, and prevent the spread of nuclear weapons. 
Bernhard Bechhoefer's Postwar Negotiations for Arms Control 
(1961) is an excellent detailed history and analysis of the first 
decade and a hair of pos twar negotiations; Chalmers M. 
Roberts , an observant newspaperman, has covered an addition
al decade in The Nuclear Years: The Arms Race and Arms 
Control, 1945-70 (1970). Mason Wmrich presents a thoughtful 
study of the effort to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons in 
Non-Proliferation Treaty: Framework for Nuclear Arms Con
trol (1969). and John Newhouse in Cold Down: The Story of 
SALT (1973) deals effecti vely with the development of policy 
on strategic arms limitation within the United States govern
ment and talks with the Soviet government leading to the first 
strategic arms limitation treaty. 

New Military Philosophies 

The new postwar technology raised questions about military 
theory that had hardly been visualized in the writ ings of the 
classical military philosophers from Sun Tzu to Clausewitz (see 
Chapter 4). With technological deve lopments came new theories 
of war and new strategies. and. in contrast to the pre-World 
War II period, the majority of theorists were Americans. Few 
we re actually practitioners of the military art; most came from 
either the academic world or the operational research organiza
tions. think tanks as they were ca lled, that proliferated in the 
1950s to produce studies under government contract. 

P. M. S. Blackett. a British Nobel prize winning physicist, and 
Vannevar Bush, an American scientist prominent in military 
research in World War II, were among the first to theorize about 
the future of war in the atomic age. Bush in Modern Arms and 
Free Men (1949) and Blackett in The Military and Political 
Consequences of Alom ic Energy (1948) arg ued that in the 
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immediate Cuture atomic energy would not affect warfare as 
much as laymen thought. Blackett. however, did note thaI 
whereas the chief purpose of military establishments in the 
past had been to win wars, in the future their raison d'etrc 
would be to avert them. And Bernard Brodic's essay in a 
collection called The Absolute Weapon published in 1946 was 
prescient enough to explore many of the implications of the use 
of atomic power as a deterrent to war. 

The appearance of the hydrogen bomb. with its vastly greater 
destructive power, and its possession by both the United Stales 
and the Soviet Union, stimulated the search for a new military 
philosophy and brought the whole idea of deterrence into its 
own. The decade of the 1950s was a period of great intellectual 
ferment in the study of defense policy in Creat Britain and the 
United States. Both countries adopted deterrence as the basis of 
their military policies, the Eisenhower administration espous
ing a "new look" philosophy which stressed the threat of 
"massive retaliation" not only to deter atomic attack but also to 
prevent Communist expansion in outlying areas in Asia and 
Africa. Sir John Siessor, then the chairman of the British Chiefs 
of Staff. gave ex pression to the fundamental ideas of deterrence 
in 1953 when he pointed to the bomber as the "great deterren!." 
His book under that title appeared in 1957. 

The theory of massi ve retaliation to deter sma ll wars was 
unpalatable in a growing number of academic defense studies 
institutes that sprang up in the 1950s. There is, in fact, no good 
theoretical defense of massive retaliation in all the military 
literature of the fiftie s. And there soon appeared a barrage of 
books whose primary theme was that limited war rather than 
massive retaliation was the only way to prevent Soviet 
encroachments in many parts of the world (in contrast to a 
massive attack on the West). The two most influential of these 
books appeared in 1957, Robert E. Osgood's Limited War: The 
Challenge 10 American Strategy and Henry Kissinger's Nuclear 
Weapons and Foreign Policy. By adopting massive retaliation, 
the Eisenhower administration had sought to avoid future 
Koreas. But Osgood, in particular, pointed to the Korean War as 
an example of the uses or limited war in a period when resort to 
massive nuclear weapons could only produce mutual destruc
tion. Both Osgood and Kissinger stressed that large nuclear 
weapons could not be eHective (as the massive retaliation 
doctrine seemed to imply) for the conduct or roreign policy in 
peripheral areas. Both argued that American policy had been 
traditionally too rigid in waging absolute war ror absolute peace 
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and that the nuclear age would no longer permit it; given the 
destructive power of hydrogen bombs. no absolute war was 
possible. Kissinger went somewhat further than Osgood in 
advocating the waging of limited war with the smaller tactical 
nuclear weapons then being developed. Indeed, some of the force 
of hi s logic for limited war was vitiated by a highly unrealistic 
scenario of a nuclear "tournament" in central Europe in which 
limitations on the nature and size of weapons would be observed. 

The doctrine of limited war gained an almost complete 
dominance in intellectual circles in the late 1950s and in 
somewhat modified form became the basis of the Kennedy
McNamara "flexible response" policies. And almost all the 
theorists of the fifties favored use of tactical nuclear weapons in 
limited conflicts, a doctrine that led to the development of the 
Pentomic division in the U.S. Army with an emphasis on 
capability for either conventional or nuclear warfare. Bernard 
Brodie, whose 1959 book summed up much of the thinking at the 
leading operational research organization, the Rand Corpora
tion, concluded that the theory "that nuclear weapo ns must be 
used in limited wars has been reached by too many people, too 
quickly, on the basis of too little analysis of the problem" 
(Strategy in the Missile Age, p. 3301. A reaction soon set in. In 
The Strategy of ConfJict (1960) Thomas Schelling, a Harvard 
political scientist, argued forcefully that the break between 
conventional and nuclear weapons was the natural dividing line 
between limited and absolute war. Kissinger himself at least 
partially recanted his earlier enthusiasm for limited nuclear war 
in The Necessity for Choice {1961}. The pendulum by the early 
sixties had thus swung the other way, and the limited war forces 
of the Kennedy-Johnson period were largely geared to the use of 
conventiona l weapons, with the Pentamic division giving way to 
the ROAD (Reorganization Objective Army Division). But the 
debate did not end; Brodie in 1966 (Escalatian and Nuclear 
Option} defended the use of tactical nuclear weapons under 
certain circumstances. 

Meanwhile, the work of other Rand specialists on the technical 
requirements of deterrence shifted some of the emphasis from 
limited war to the question of nuclear balance. The limited war 
theorists of the fifties had generally assumed that mere 
possession of the thermonuclear bomb and means of delivery by 
one side created a "balance of terror" with the other. That this 
assumption was not necessarily valid was demonstrated by 
Albert Wohlstetter of Rand in an article entitled "The Delicate 
Balance of Terror" in Foreign Affoirs in early 1958. Wohlstetter 
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stressed the vulnerability of the American bomber force and first 
generation missiles to surprise altack and maintained that a 
det errent force existed only if it could absorb this first strike and 
then inflict reprisals. He laid down a number of requirements for 
such a deterrent force . and his line of thought heav ily influenced 
the Kennedy-McNamara defense policies. 

This thinking also led to the theory of Oscar Morgenstern, set 
forth in The Q ues tion of Notional Defense (1959, pp. 75-76), that 
it was "in the interest of the United States for Russia to have an 
invulnerable retaliato ry force and vice versa." This theory of 
mutual deterrence, wit h the conflicts of the cold war taking 
lesser forms under the umbrella of nuclear sta lemate, dominated 
the military thinking of the sixties, One of the leading 
practitioners of operatio ns research did dare to tackle the 
unthinkable-what if deterrence failed and thermonuclear war 
did break out? Herman Kahn in On Thermonuclear War {1960} 
predicted that the social and political structure of the United 
States and a large proporti on of it s population would su rvi ve a 
thermonuclear exchange, particularly if necessary civil pre para· 
tions were made, Kahn's ra ther optimistic and light approach to 
such a macabre subject produced something of a revulsion 
aga inst his work, but in reality much of his argument was on the 
need for military forces to meet a whole range of opt ions in what 
he viewed as a world of continuing conflict between nations. 

During the 19605 the emphasis shifted to confl ic t atthc lowest 
point on the spectrum-wars for national liberation pursued 
primarily by guerrilla methods, what the French writer, 
Raymond Aron, ap tl y characterized as "poor man's total war." 
The theories of this type of war were in fact much older and 
originated mainly with the Chi nese Communist leader Mao Tse· 
lung whose Selected Works, written much ea rli er, appeared in 
English translation in 1954-55. A tra nslation of the North 
Vietnamese Genera l Vo Nguyen Giap's People's War, People's 
Army appeared in 1962 and Ho Chi Minh's On Revo lu tion: 
Selected Writings. translated and edi ted by Bernard Fall, in 1967. 
The theorist of revo lutionary guerilla warrare in the western 
hemisphere was the Cuban leaderChe Guevara. whose Guerrilla 
Warfare (1961 ) contains the essence of his doctrines. 

Mao's thought {the other writers were essent ially di sciples 
who ada pted his philoso phy to areas outside China} was based 
on the Marxis t·Leninist world view but adapted to the 
conditions of a peasant society. The mobilization of the people 
behind Communist leadership to ove rthrow oppressive colonial 
or capitalist overlords was the central t heme of Mao's doctri ne. 
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"With the common people of the whole country mobilized," he 
wrote, "we shall crea te a vast sea of humanit y and drown the 
enemy in it, remedY'our shortage in arms and other things, and 
secure the prerequisites to overcome every difficu lty in war."1 
Once the masses had been indoctrinated and mobilized , Mao 
postulated certa in stages of conflict beginning with guerrilla 
war, proceeding through positional warfare during which the 
revolutionary forces would organize a conve ntional army and 
pursue a war of attrition, and ending with a co nventional army 
taki ng the offensive and achieving final victory. While Mao's 
doctrine was not one of excl usive guerrilla wa r, he and his 
successors (parti cula rl y Che Gueva ra) emphasized the use of 
guerrill a tactics in all stages and the waging of protracted war in 
which the indomitable spirit of the masses wou ld finally prevail 
agains t any odds. As Gia p wrote: 

Guerrilla warfare is the form of righting of the masses of people. of the 
people of a weak and badly equipped count ry who stand up again" an 
aggrenlve army which possesses beller equipment and technique .... 
Succtn In many small fight I added together gradually wears out the 
enemy manpower while lillie by lillie fostering our forces .1 

The doctrines of Mao, Giap. and Ho Chi Minh came to be 
studied in the West largely in an effort to find means of 
combating what appeared to be a new and diabolical method of 
spreading Communist power and influence. In formulating 
doctrine, it was the French, with bitt er experience in wars of 
nalionalliberalion in Indochina and Algeria. who took the lead. 
French writers coined the term revolutionory war to describe 
this type of conflict and developed a theory of combating it by 
destroying the base of guerrilla support with a combination of 
force and an effort 10 meet the legitimate grievances of the 
people. Their views are well summarized in Roger Trinquier's 
Modern Warfare: A French View of Counterinsurgency (1964) 
and Peter Parel's French Revo lutionary Worfare from indo
China to Algeria (1964). 

The theories of revolutionary wa r and of co unterinsurgency 
took their place in the intellec tual scene of the s ixties-in a 
scenario that saw a whole ra nge of conflict , from relatively 
primitive yet po litically sophisticated revolutionary war at the 
lowest end of the scale to full -blown thermonuclear wa r at the 
highest. The French scholar Raymond Aron's On War (1959) 
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covered much of thi s range and neatly fitted the French tbeoryof 
revolutionary war with the limited war theories of writers such 
as Kissinger and Osgood. 

For those interested in a quick summary of the strategic 
thinkers of the postwar period. Michael Howard has provided a 
cogent analysis in "The Classical Strategists," Adelphi Papers 54 
(February , 1969). Another overlook is that of Harry Coles. 
"Strategic Studies since 1945: The Era of Overthink" in Military 
Review (April, 1973). A book-length treatment is Roy Licklider's 
The Private Nuclear Strategists (1971); Urs Schwartz, in 
American Strategy. a New Perspective: The Growth of Politico
Military Thinking in the United Slalcs (1966), provides a look by 
a European at American strategic thinking and doctrine both 
before and after World War II. Marlon Halperin's Defense 
Strotegies for the Seventies (1971) is a good summary of the state 
of American strategic thinking as the Vietnam War was drawing 
to a close. And Alexander George and Richard Smoke's 
Deterrence in Americon foreign Policy (1974) includes-a series of 
case studies which serve as a basis for analyzing the deterrence 
theory as applied to limited wars. 

American Defense Organization and Policy 

The new role of the United States in world affairs after 1945 
brought unprecedented problems in defense organization and 
policy. Reorganization in 1947 produced a single Department of 
Defense and a separate Department of the Air Force to join the 
Departments of the Army (formerly War) and the Navy. But the 
powers of the Secretary of Defense actually to direct the 
activities of the three services were only gradually strengthened 
in successive defense reorganizations. These culminated, in 
legislative terms, with the Defense Reorganization Act of 1958, 
but Robert S. McNamara's term as secreta ry saw many 
innovations and a significant strengthening of the Secretary of 
Defense's position within the framework of the 1958 legislation. 
On th e broader patterns of defense organization, the best works 
are Paul Y. Hammond's Organizing for Defense (19B1), which 
covers the period since 1900; William Kintner's forging a New 
Sword (1958); and C. W. Borkland's The Department of Defense 
(1968). On the original unification act of 1947, the mast 
important study is that of Oemetrios Caraley, The Polilics of 
Military Unification: A Study of Conflict and the Policy Process 
(1966). Edward Kolodziej details the congressional role in 
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making defense policy in The Uncommon Defense and Congress 
1945-1963 (1966). 

The emphasis in most of the writing by political scientists has 
been on political factors in the making of defense policy . Samuel 
P. Huntington's The Common Defense: Strategic Programs in 
Notional Politics (1961) is a provocative study of policy making 
in the Truman and Eisenhower administrations. Studies by 
Hammond, Warner R. Schilling, and Glen H. Snyder of major 
decisions leading to a new national security policy during the 
Korean War and of the genesis and meaning of Eisenhower's 
"new look" appeared in Strategy, Politics, and Defense Budgets 
(1962), More thorough studies are unlikel y until the basic 
documents have been declassified. Morton Halperin's Bureau
cratic Politics and Foreign Policy (1974) is another provocative 
study ranging over the entire post war period and emphasizing 
organizational factors. Harold Stein's case book of essays by 
various authorities, American Civil-Military Decisions (1963), 
and the collaborative work of Stein with Walter Millis and 
Harvey C. Mansfield, Arms and the Slate: Civil-Military 
Elements in National Policy (1958), both develop the theme of 
interaction of civilian and military oHicials in making decisions 
on national defense. 

For the ea rly postwar period and the problem of defense 
policies, Walter Millis has edited the Forrestol Diaries (1951), 
revealing on the dilemmas faced by the first Secretary of 
Defense. Arnold A. Rogow's lames Forresla/: A Study of 
Personolity, Politics, and Policy (1963) is the only full-length 
scholarly biography of a Secretary of Defense yet to appear, 
although the journalist Carl W. Borklund has presented brief 
sketches of the secretaries from Forrestal to McNamara in Men 
of the Pentagon (1966). The work and thought of Robert S. 
McNamara have attracted much attention, but no biography of 
any wor th has yet emerged. William W. Kaufman's The 
McNamara Strategy (1964) represents an early effort to appraise 
the direction of the secretary's policies. A later work by two of 
his aides, Alain C. Enthoven and K. Wayne Smith, How Much is 
Enough? Shaping the Defense Program. 1961-1969 (1971), is 
more comprehensive though less objective. The work of another 
aide, Charles J. Hitch. Decision Making for Defense (1965), is 
best on the economics of defense policy making in the McNamara 
regime. Hitch's earlier work with Roland N. McKean, The 
Economics of Defense in the Nuclear Age (1960), a product of 
research a t Rand, is essential to understanding the whole 
McNamara approach. Henry L. Trewhitl's McNamara: His 



'" A Guid. 10 lb. Siudy .ad UN of Military HI,lory 

Ordeal in the Pentogon (1971) is an early appraisal by an 
outsider. McNamara's own The Essence of Security (1968) 
consists mainly of hi s official s tatements . 

Alt of the American pres idents between 1945 and 1968 have 
written memoirs except John F. Kennedy. and these memoirs. 
although by their nature not unbiased, form a basic source for the 
study of defense policy during their administrations. On the 
Kennedy period. works by his close associates, Arthur M. 
Schlesinger. Ir.'5 A Thousand Days (196S) and Theodore 
Sorenson's Kennedy (1966) are a partial substitute, 

A number of hooks by Army leaders who participated in 
decision making on defense policy in the period mix argument 
and memoir, reflecting particularly the co ntroversies of the 
1950s. Most notable are the works of two former Chiefs of Staff: 
Matthew B. Ridgway. Soldier (1956). and Maxwell O. Taylor. 
The Uncertoin Trumpet (1960). Responsibilities and Response 
(1967), and Swords and Ploughshares (1972). Both were in the 
forefront of the struggle for adequate forces for limited war. Two 
other works by lesser figures, James M. Gavin's War and Peace in 
the Space Age (19581 and John 8. Medaris's Countdown for 
Decision (1960), deal primarily with the Army's strugg le to find a 
role in the development and use of missile technology. 

NATO 

In the post-World War II years, the United States became 
involved in a whole series of alliances. the most important and 
binding with the nations of western Europe in the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATal. This alliance became the center
piece of American policy, and its history, as well as controver
sies regarding NATO strategy, have generated a considerable 
literature. Lord Ismay. one of the founders, presented a factual 
account of NATO's origins and early history in NATO: The First 
Five Years, 1949-1954 {1955}. An especially interesting apprais
al is the British mil itary theorist B. H. Liddell-Hart's Deterrent or 
Defense: A Fresh Look at the Wes!'s Military Position 119601. (On 
Lidde ll -Hart as military philosopher and historian see Chapter 
4.) Other analyses of the continuing problems of NATO include 
Edgar Mcinnis's The Atlantic Triangle ond the Cold War (19591: 
Alastair Buchan's NATO in the 1960's: The Implications of 
Interdependence (1960); a book of essays edited by Klaus Knorr, 
NATO and Americon Security {19591; Robert E. Osgood's 
NATO: The Entangling Alliance (19621; Henry A. Kissinger's 
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The Troubled Partnership: A Re-Appraisal of the Atlantic 
Alliance (1965); William T. R. and Annette Fox's NATO and the 
Range of American Choice (1967): and a series of essays edited 
by William Fox and Warner R. Schilling. European Security and 
the Atlantic System (1967). 

The World of Limited and Revolutionary War 

New theories of limited and revolutionary war reflected the 
real world . for the incidence of armed conflict continued high in 
the thirty years following World War II. although there were no 
wars between major powers. Seymour Deitchman in Limited 
War and American Defense Policy (1964) counted over thirty in 
various parts of the world in the 1945-63 period. and there have 
been many more s ince. 'The most important of these wars were 
the civil war in China after World War Il.l the Arab-Israeli Wars. 
the Korean War. the long conflict in Indochina involving first 
France and then the United States. and the revolutionary 
uprising against France in Algeria. But there were also others, 
including civil conflicts in Africa, Asia. and Latin America , and 
brief wars involving India and Pakistan. 

Reserving for the moment consideration of those wars in 
which American forces were involved in Korea and Vietnam. 
there is a considerable body of lit erature on the others, although 
practically none of it can be called definitive history . The four 
Arab-Israeli wars occured in 1948-49, 1956, 1967. and 1973. All 
but the first were extremely brief and were waged with 
conventional weapons using traditional Western battlefield 
tactics. The best work on the 1948-49 war in which the Jewish 
state was won is Nathaniel Lorch's The Edge of the Sword 
(1961). There are a number on the Suez War of 1956, including 
S.l. A. Marshall's Sinai Victory (19561. A. J. Barker's Suez: The 
Seven Day Wor (1965). and Paul Johnson's Th e Suez War (1957). 
Edgar O'Ballance has written on the first th ree wars: The Arab
Israeli War, 1948 {1958}. The Sinoi Campaign of 1956 {1959}, and 
The Third Arab-Isroeli War (1972). I. Bowyer Bell's The Long 
War: Israel and th e Arabs since 1946 (1969) also covers the first 
three wars. Michael Howard and Robert Hunter deal with the 
1967 war in its overall context in Israel and the Arab World : The 
Crisis of 1967 (1967), and the london Times Insight Team has 
provided the best coverage to date af the 1973 conflict in The 
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Yom Kippur War (1974J. Chaim Herzog in The War of 
Atonement: October 1973 f1975) oHers an Israeli view. 

French defeat in Indochina (covered in connection with the 
American invol ve ment there) was followed by the long ordeal of 
the French Army in Algeria where it was ab le to dereal armed 
rebellion but never to win a war of national li beration. The 
Algerian War, following so closely on the deCeat in Vietnam, 
brought home to the French morc than to any other nation the 
difficult problems involved in comba ting revolutionary war. 
And it led to the crisis thai ended the Fourth Republic and 
brought General Charles de Gaulle hack into power. De Gau lle 
disappointed the very milit ary rigures who'had placed him at the 
head o f the French govern me nt , p ro vok ing an army revolt 
aga ins t the Fifth Republic he founded. The fighting in Al geria is 
best covered in Michael K. Cla rk's Algerio in Turmoil (1959], 
and Jean Gillespie's Algeria: Rebellion and Revolution (1960). 
The vicissitudes of the French Army throughout the period are 
explored in John Stewart Ambler's The French Army in Politics, 
1945-1962 {19BB}. and the specific crisis arising out of the 
withdrawal from Algeria in Edgar S. Furniss's De Gaulle and the 
French Army {1964} and in Orville D. Menard's The Army and 
the Fifth Republic {19B7}. 

There are useful works on conflicts where insurgency was not 
always successful. S ir'Roberl Thompson's Defeating Commu· 
nist Insurgency {19GB} is a n account of the British s uccess in 
Malaya by a principal direc tor of the counterinsurgency effort. 
An outsider's view is Lucien Pye's Gue rrill a Communism in 
Malaya {1956}. Uldarico S. Baclagon's Lessons from the Huh 
Campaign in the Philippines (1960) a nd Col. N. D. Valeriano and 
Lt. Col. C. T . R. Bohannan's Counler·Guerrilla Operations: The 
Philippine Experience (1962) treat the successful antiguerr ill a 
campaign in the Philippines. Richard Gatt's Guerrilla Move· 
menls in Latin America {1971} deals with a b road range o f con~ 
fli ct in the American subcontinen t including some uprisings that 
were not successfu l as well as th e Cast ro revo lution in 
Cuba. John De St. Torre covers a ma jor civil war in A fri ca in The 
Brothers War: Bialra and Nigeria (1972). J. Bowyer Bell a ll empts 
to dispel the legend of invariable guerrilla success engendered by 
Vietnam and Algeria in The Myth of the Guerrilla : Revolution· 
ary Theory and Malpractice {1971}. Perhaps the most sophisti~ 
cated treatment of guerrilla warfare is Walter Laqueur's 
Guerrilla: A Historical and Critical Study (1976) . 
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The Korean War 

From the American viewpoint, the wars in Korea and Vietnam 
were the major conflicts of the post-1945 period and the best 
examples of the persistence of limited war in the n.uclear sge, The 
U,S. Army plans five official volu mes on the Korean War, of 
which three have been published: James F. Schnabel's Policy and 
Direction: The First Year (1972), which chronicles the major 
policy decisions and planning actions in Washington and Tokyo 
until the start of truce negotiations in mid-1951; Roy E. 
Appleman's South to the Naktong, North to the Yalu (1961), a 
detailed account of the first five months of the fighting; and 
Walter C. Hermes's Truce Tent and Fighting Front (I966), which 
covers the frustrating truce negotiations at Kaesong and 
Panmunjom from mid-1951 and the fighting that took place 
during that time. A projected fourth volume will tell of the 
fighting from the Chinese Communist intervention in November 
1950, to the start of truce negotiations, and a fifth volume will be 
devoted to logistics. The Army has also published three separate 
studies: Maj. Robert K. Sawyer's Military Advisors in Korea: 
KMAC in Peace and War (1963); Russel A. Gugeler's Combal 
Actions in Koreo (revised edition, 1970), a series of representa
tive small unit action$; and John C. Westover's Combat Support 
in Korea (1955), an account of the work of small combat support 
units. 

The official U.S. Navy hi story is in one volume, lames A. 
Field. Jr.'s History of United Stotes Naval Operolions, Korea 
(1962), as is that of the U.S. Air Force, Frank B. Futrell's The 
United States Air Force in Korea. 1950-1953 (1961). The Marine 
Corps published five volumes: Lynn Montross and Capt. 
Nicholas A. Canzona. The Pusan Perimeter (1954). The Inchon
Seoul Operation (1955). and The Chosin Reservoir Campaign 
(1957); Major Hubard D. Kuokka and Major Norman W. Hicks. 
The East-Central Front (1962); and Lt. Cal. Pal Meid and Maj . 
James M. Yingling. Operations in West Korea (1972). 

Among'several good one-volume surveys of the war, David 
Rees's Korea: The Limited War l1964) is the best treatment of 
policy in its relation to military operations. Harry J. Middleton's 
The Compact History of the Korean War (1965) is brief but well 
written and reliable. Robert Leckie's Conflict: The History of Ihe 
Korean War. 1950-53 (1962).largely combat history. is up to the 
author's usual standards of style and accuracy. T. R. Fehren
bach's This Kind of War (1963) focuses in the main an the men 
who fought and depends in large measure on postwar interviews 
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and personal narratives. Glen O. Paige's The Korean Decision 
(1968) is a valuable detailed study of America's week of decision 
in June 1950. 

The memoir literature is important. including President 
Truman's Years of Trial ond Hope. previously cited. and 
President Eisenhower's Mandote for Change (1956) . The 
Secretary of State during most of the Korean War years, Dean 
Acheson. covers political and diplomatic aspects of the war in 
Present at the Creation (1969) . while Douglas MacArthur's 
account is in Reminiscences (1964). The U.S. Army's Chief of 
Staff during the period, ,. Lawton Collins, wrote War in 
Peacetime (1969). which is less a reflection of General Collins's 
personal views and actions than a general history from the 
Washington viewpoint. Matthew B. Ridgway's The Koreon War 
(1967) is a similar work from the viewpoint of the Eighth Army 
commander and MacArthur's successor as United Nations 
commander. 

In addition to biographies of MacArthur noted under World 
War II writings, three other works make noteworthy contribu· 
tions to the controversy resulting from his relief. In his usual 
readable style, Trumbull Higgins provides a penetrating 
analysis of the conduct of the war in terms of MacArthur's role in 
Korea and the Fall of MacArthur (1960) . Richard H. Rovere and 
Arthur M. Schlesinger, Ir:s The Ceneral and the President ond 
the Future of Americon Foreign Policy (1951) is less than 
favorable to MacArthur. The most exhaustive and probably the 
most balanced treatment of the controversy is John W. Spanier's 
The Truman-MacArthur Controversy and the Korea War (1959) . 

The best educated guesses on the reasoning of the Chinese 
Communists in entering the Korean War are in Allen S. Whit
ing's China Crosses the Yalu (1960). Although without reliable 
evidence from China itself, Whiting assumes that the Chinese 
leaders carefully calculated the risks and arrived at a rational 
decision. Robert R. Simmons in a more recent work, The Strained 
Alliance; Peking, Pyongyang. Moscow, and the Politics of the 
Korean Civil War (1975), approaches the Korean connict from 
the Communist side. treating it in rather novel fashion as a civil 
war, not 85 an eruption of the larger cold war. 

Except for the official histories. battle narralives are few. 
Particularly well done are two by S. L. A. Marshall, The River 
and the Cauntlet (1953) which focuses on the 2d Infantry 
Division's fierce fighting against Chinese Communist attack 
across the Congchon River in November 1950, snd Pork Chop 
Hill (1956), 8 detailed account of a battle for outposts by the 7th 
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Infantry Division in April 1953. Robert O. Heinl. Jr .. provides an 
account of the Inchon invasion and capture of Seoul in Victory ot 
High Tide (1968) . 

Two differing views of the controversial conduct of Americans 
held captive by the Communists are available. Eugene Kinkaid in 
In Every Wor But One (1959) suggests that almost a third of the 
prisoners collaborated actively and that a majority yielded in 
some degree to Communist pressure. arguing. as the title implies. 
that American soldiers in Korea behaved Quite dHferently from 
those in other wars. A sociologist, Albert O. Biderman. in a much 
more careful study, March to Calumny (1963) , effectively refutes 
Kinkaid, concluding that the conduct of American prisoners in 
Korea differed little from that of prisoners of war, American or 
otherwise. in other times and places, and that brainwashing 
affected them little. 

The War in Vietnam 

Spanning about a score of years, depending upon when one 
chooses to begin counting, the wa r in Vietnam spawned a 
plethora of writings, and because of controversy surrounding 
American involvement, many of the works are polemical. Yet for 
all the abundance. a sound military history of American 
participation has yet to appear. Although all the services are 
working on official histories {the U.S. Army plans around 
twenty volumes}, only one has been published, Edwin Bickford 
Hooper, Dean C. Allard, and Oscar P. Fitzgerald's The Sett ing of 
the Stage to 1959 (1976), the first volume of The United States 
Navy and the Vietnam Connict. 

There have been a number of preliminary monographs. An 
Army publication is John A. Cash, John N. Albright, and Allan 
W. Sand strum's Seven Firefights in Vietnam (1970), which 
consists of lively accounts of representative small unit actions. 
The Navy's History Division published Riverine Warfare: The 
U.S. Navy's Operations on Inland Waters {1968}. The Office of 
Air Force History published a comprehensive account of mam
moth air operations in support of the besieged U.s. Marine Corps 
combat base at Khe Sanh: Bernard C. Nalty. Air Power and the 
Fight for Khe Sonh {1973}. The Marine Corps covered the Khe 
Sanh fight in Moyers S. Shore. II's The Battle for Khe Sanh 
(1969). and also published Francis J. West. Jr.'s Small Unit 
Action in Vietnam, Summer 1966 (1967) . 

The official reports of the two senior American commanders 
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during the early years of major American commitment-U.S. 
Grant Sharp, Commander in Chief. Pacific. and William C. 
Westmoreland. Commander, U.s. Military Assistance Com
mand. Vietnam-were published in one volume, Report on the 
War in Vietnam (1969). The Department of Stale from time to 
time published speeches by government officials and special 
reports on various aspects of the war, and printed reports of 
hearings of a number of congressional committees are also 
available. 

Despite some serious limitations. the so-called Pentagon 
Papers constitutes an invaluable source. This is adetailedstudy 
of the involvement in Vietnam from the Washington viewpoint 
prepared in 1967-68 at the direction of Secretary of Defense 
Robert McNamara by a committee of officers and scholars with 
no attempt at overall assimilation and with minimum coordina
tion among the writers. Not intended for publication. the 
narrative is of uneven quality and on occasion reflects the 
persuasion of the authors: but extensive quotations from 
original documents and a number of reproduced documents 
nevertheless make the study an indispensab le aid for any serious 
student of the war. 

Following unauthorized disclosure of the study to a number of 
newspapers. three "editions" were published, all in 1971. The 
New York Times produced a truncated version known simply as 
The Pentagon Papers, in essence a summary of the original study 
done by members of the Times staff. who added a heavy layer of 
personal attitude. After entering a copy of the original study in 
the official record of a Senate subcommittee. U.S. Senator Mike 
Gravel arranged publication under the title The Senator Grovel 
Edition-the Pentagon Popcrs; The Defense Deportment History 
of United Siotes Decisionmaking on Vietnam. The third edition 
is an offset reproduction of the original typescript study, 
offiCially released by the Department of Defense under the title 
United Stotcs-Vietnam Relations. 1945-1967. An occasional 
paragraph or page that was deleted for security reasons from the 
official version may be found in the Gravel edition. 

The works of three historians have come to be accepted as 
standard for the early history of Vietnam and for the french 
Indochina War of 1945-54: Ellen Hammer's The Struggle for 
Indochina (1954). which focuses on the failure of the French to 
come to terms with the rising nationalism of the Indochinese 
sta tes; Bernard B. Fall's Street Without loy: Indochina at War 
(1961) and The Two Viet-Noms: A Political and Military 
Analysis (1967). which explain French failures in the words of a 
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naturalized American who was a former French guerrilla fighter; 
and Joseph Buttinger's Vietnam: A Political History (1968). The 
last is in effect a distillation of two of the author's somewhat 
wordy earlier works, A Smaller Dragon (1958) and Vietnam: A 
Dragon Embattled (two volumes, 1967), but with an added look 
at what Buttinger calls "The Americanization of the War," the 
period following the death of the South Vietnamese leader Ngo 
Dioh Diem in November 1963 10 Ihe beginning of peace talks in 
mid-1968, a period about which the author is critical. Another 
excellent study of events leading to the French Indochina War is 
John T. McAlister, Ir.'s Vietnam: The Origins of Revolution 
(1971), and Bernard Fall contributed the definitive account of the 
final French battlefield defeat in Hell in a Very Small Place: The 
Siege of Dien Bien Phu (1967). 

A scholarly look at an early event, President Eisenhower's 
decision to resist French pressures to intervene militarily at Dien 
Bien Phu, is Melvin Gurlov's The First Vietnam Crisis: Chinese 
Communist Strategy ond U.S. Involvement, 1953-1954 (1967). 
Victor Bator in Vietnam: A Diplomatic Tragedy (1965) focuses 
on the Geneva Accords of 1954 which unintentionally but 
actually created two Vietnams, as do George MeT. Kahin and 
John W. Lewis in The United States in Vietnam [1967), the latter 
containing valuab le documents in an appendix. Also valuable 
for its documents is Marvin E. Gett leman's (ed.) History, 
Documents. and Opinions on a Major World Crisis (1965). Robert 
Sci8liano studied the early problems of the Republic of Vietnam 
in South Vietnam: Notion Under Stress (1963). A fascinating 
sociolog ical look at Vietnamese culture is in Gerald Hickey's 
Village in Vietnam (1964). 

Two diametrically opposite views of the American role are 
Frank Trager's Why Vietnam? [1966), which applauds American 
intervention, and Theodore Draper's Abuse of Power (1967), 
which theorizes that "the escalation of force required an 
escalation of theory" until the United States was no longer 
derending the freedom of South Vietnam but engaging in another 
"war to end all wars, this time 'national liberation' wars." 

There are five good works on the enemy. Douglas Pike became 
established as an authority in this field with The Viet Cong 
(1966), War, Peace. and the Viet Cong (19691, and a monograph 
written for the United States Mission in Saigon, The Viet Cong 
Strategy of Terror [1970J . Also noteworthy are George Tanham's 
Communist Revolutionary Warfare: The Vietminh in Indochina 
(1961) and Communist Revolutionary Warfare: From the 
Vietminh to the Viet Cong (1967). 
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Questions of legality and morality run through much of the 
literature. The student who wishes to delve seriously into the 
matter should turn to two works. John Norton Moore's Law ond 
the Indochina War (1972) and Richard A. Falk's (ed.) The 
Vietnam War and International Law (three volumes. 1968-72), 
an anthology of varied writings on the subject. Although both 
Professors Falk and Moore are authorities on international law, 
it would be difficult to find two more divergent views on 
American involvement in Vietnam. Falk deeming it illegal, 
Moore arguing its legality. 

Some of the most informative a nd . in some cases, provocative 
books on the war are by journalists. many of whom worked long 
assignments in Saigon. Arter close to twenty years' experience in 
Vietnam, Robert Shaplen wrote an astute and objective account 
of the French era and early American involvement, The Lost 
Revolution: The U.S. in Vietnam, 1946-1966 (1966). Highly 
critica l of early American palicy yet in general sympathet ic to 
the American presence is David Halberstam's The Making of a 
Quagmire (1965), which covers the period immediately preced
ing Diem's death, a period for which Halbcrstam shared a 
Pultizer Prize for reporting. In a later work, The Best and the 
Brightest (1972), Halberstam can find little right with the 
American role. Through sharp, sometimes severe portraits of 
Presidents Kennedy and Johnson and their aides and through 
dialogue that is more inferred than actual, he tells the story of 
growing American involvement from the Washington viewpoint 
generally up to mid-1965 and the decision to commit U.S. combat 
troops. A well-writlen book is Frances Fitzgerald's Fire in the 
Lake (1972). Ms. Fitzgerald provides a detailed description of 
Vietnamese culture but strays outside her field when she 
analyzes military strategy and tactics. 

A number of journalists have dealt with specific event s. 
Among several who visited Hanoi, Harrison Salisbury reported 
on the effect of American bombing in Behind the Lines-Hanoi 
(1967). Jonathan Schell in The Village of Ben Suc turned a critical 
eye on the evacua tion of re sidents of a Communist-dominated 
village and the razing of their homes. Seymour M. Hersh dealt 
with American atrocities in My Lai 4 (1970), but Ri chard 
Hammer told the story better in One Morning in the War (1970). 

One of the better books by a journalist and the only 
authoritative account of the enemy's violent Tel offensive of 
1968 is Don Oberdorfer's Tetl(1971) . Oberdorfer is sometimes 
critical of the methods of some of his colleagues in press and 
television. The definitive work on the reaction of the news media 
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to the Tet orfensive is Peter Braestrup's Big Story: How the 
American Press and Television Reported ond Interpreted the 
Crisis of Tet 1968 in Vietnam and Washington (1976) _ BraestTup 
also is sharply critical. Herbert Y. Schandler focused on the Tet 
offensive in The Unmaking of a President: Lyndon Johnson ond 
Vietnam {t976) but from the viewpoint of decision makers in 
Washington. 

The war spawned a series of hybrid memoir-histories written, 
for the most part, by men who served for varying periods at the 
second or third echelon of government. The most notable is Walt 
W. Rostow's The Diffusion of Power (1972). Under President 
Kennedy, Rostow was chai rm an of the State Department's 
Policy Planning Council; and under President Johnson, first a 
deputy to the Presiden t's special assistant for national security 
affairs and laler the special assista nt. One of the main architects 
of Johnson's Vietnam policy, Rostow defends it vigorously. 

In To Move a Notion a former Assistant Secretary of State for 
Far Eastern AHairs, Roger Hilsman, deals onl y partly with Viet
nam, bUI the work is important as a sober, straightforward ac
count of the decision making process during the brief Kennedy 
era, including the decision to give tacit support to a coup to 
overthrow President Diem. Similarly useful is a study by onc 
who held various special assignments with the State Depart
ment and the White House . including attendance a t a number of 
international conferences dealing with Indochina, Chester L. 
Cooper's The Lost Crusade: America in Vietnom (1970). 

Several other works are more in the true memoir tradition. 
President Johnson's The Vontoge Point (1971) contains a host of 
information but is less candid that one might have hoped for: the 
frontier flavor of the president fails to emerge. More satisfying is 
the memoir of a former U.S. Army Chief of StaH, Maxwell O. 
Taylor. U.S, Ambassador to Saigon at the time of President 
Johnson's decision to commit American combat troops. In 
Swords and Plowshares (1972) he takes issue with the strategy 
of "graduated response," noting that it predictably assured "a 
prolonged war which gave time not only for more men to lose 
their lives but also for the national patience to wear thin, the 
antiwar movement to gain momentum and hostile propaganda to 
make inroads at home and abroad." 

The American military commander in Saigon during 1964-68, 
General William C. Westmoreland, wrote A Soldier Reports 
(1976). in which he defends his fighting 8 "large-unit" war 
because large North Vietnamese units cou ld not be ignored. His 
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strategy of attrit ion, he writes, was the on ly st rategy open to him 
in view of the rest ri cti ons imposed by political authorities in 
Washington. Written after the South Vietnamese defeat, the 
memoir conta ins one of the few authoritative accounts ye t 
published of the fin al collapse. 

For tactical s tudies the reade r must depend al most enti rely on 
the workho rse of battlefield historians, S. L. A. Marshall . His 
first and most comprehensive wo rk on Viet nam, Bottles in the 
Monsoon (1967), provides detailed accounts of a number of 
engagements in the Central Highlands during the summer of 
1966. An intriguing work is Francis J. West, Ir.'s The Village 
(1972), the sto ry of the effo rts over seventeen months of a U.S. 
Marine Corps combined ac tion pla toon, composed of marines 
and Sout h Vietnamese militia, to defend a vill age and w in the 
confidence of the villagers. West's is a human story, told without 
ideologica l fiiter , of the actions and motivations of men at war. 
Marine Col. William R. Corson's The Betrayal (1968), generally 
highly critica l of the American effort in Vietnam, found a ray of 
hope in the methods of these combined action platoons. In A 
Rumorof War (1977), a firs thand account of the experiences of a 
Marine Corps platoon leader, Philip Caputo provides a searing 
indictment of the brutalizing effect of the war on the men who 
fought it. Two works of nction that provide insight into ta ctical 
methods are Josiah Bunting's The Lionheods (1972) and Wi lli am 
Turner Huggett's Body Count (1973). 

Robin Moore's The Green Berets (1965J is nominally fiction, 
but it is based in large measure on fact, the slory of the U.S. 
Army's Special Forces in their early days in Soulh Vietnam. The 
incredibly harsh ordeal of those Americans who were prisoners 
of war of the North Vietnamese is told in Stephen A. Rowan's 
They Wouldn't LeI Us Die; The Prisoners of Wor Tell Their Story 
11974). 

Military Sociology and the Social 
Impact of the Military 

The new and importan t place or the military establishment in 
American government and society after 1945 generated both 
ana lysis and criticism. Critics cha rged that the United States 
was becoming a militaristic s tate dominated by 8 power eli te 
wit h ves ted interests in the perpetuation or cold war and its 
atte ndant arms race . While the wave or criticism of the military 
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establi shment and of the military industrial complex that 
supported it reac hed its height durin g the Vietnam War, it had 
antecedent s. The spiritua l godfat her of the criti cs was the 
sociologist C. Wrigh t Mills, whose Power Elite (1956) and The 
Causes of World War lJJ (1958) painted a picture of an 
"establi shment" of capitali sts and military men w ho together 
ruled the country. Other works of th is genre include fred J. 
Cook's The Warfare State (1962), Ralph E. Lapp's The Weapons 
Culture (1968) and Arms Beyond Doubt (1970). Noam Chom· 
sky's American Power and the New Mandarins (1989). and 
Richard J. Barnet's The Economy of Death (1970). The economist 
Seymour Melman's Pentogon Capitalism: The Political Economy 
of War (1970) holds a special place in the criti ca l li terature in that 
Melman directs hi s main nre at the "overki ll " capacity of the 
Ame rican nuclear weapons arsenal. 

Although some of the critics genera ted more heat than light, 
they outproduced explicit defenders of the military establish
ment by a considerable margin. John Stanley Baumgartner, 
however, does undertake the defense of Mills's power elite in The 
Lonely Warriors: Case for the Military-Industrial Complex 
(1970). Various books of essays and readings-Herbert!. Schil
ler and Joseph D. Phillips's (eds.) Readings in the Military 
Industrial Complex 11970). Sam Sarkesian's (ed,) The Mililary 
Indusfriol Complex: A Reassessment (1972). Ca rroll W. Pursell. 
Ir.'s (ed.) The Military Industrial Complex (1972) , and Sleven 
Rosen's Testing the Theory of the Military Industrial Complex 
(1973)-attempt to present balanced assessments. And Adam 
Yarmolinsky. a civilian Defense Department official in the 
Kennedy years. analyzes the whole problem of the military's 
place after World War II in The Military Establi shment: It s 
Impact on American Society (1971). 

Among the works on the sociology of the military profession 
itselr (a relatively new field of investigatio n) Morris Janowitz's 
The Professional Soldier (1960) holds a special place as an 
analysis of the career military office r in the period since 1945. 
Charles C, Moskos, Jr, has attempted to do something of the same 
thing for the ordinary soldier in The American Enlisted Man: The 
Rank and File in Today's Military (1970). Maureen Mylander's 
The Generals (1974) and Ward Just's Military Men (1970) are 
both iconoclastic and popular in tone but not without a measure 
of realism. 

The status of blacks in the armed forces underwent momen
tous change in the postwar era, Jack D. foner's Blacks ond the 
Military in American History (1974) accurately though briefly 
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summarizes these changes. Richard M. Dalfiume's Desegrcga· 
tion o( the U,S. Armed Forces (1969) is a more comprehensive 
account that emphasizes the role of the civilians. particul arly in 
the Truman administra ti on, in promoting racial equality in the 
military services. An officia l Department of Defense volume. 
The Integrat ion of th e Armed Forces by Morris MacGregor of the 
U.S. Army Center of Military History. focuses on the serv ices 
themselves. analyzing in considerable detail the often conflict
ing influences of the civil rights movement and military tradition 
on their evolving ra cial policies. 
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A Century of Army 
Historical Work 
Col. John E. Jellup. Jr. 
and Rober. W. Coakl ll)' 

A LTHOUGH the historical organization and work of the U.S. 
Army today are largely an outgrowth of World War II , the 
beginnings go back morc than a cen tury. On 26 January 1864, 
Senator Henry Wilson of Massachusetts introduced a resolulion 
in Congress "to provide for the pri nting of the ofricial reports of 
the armies of the United Slates," The ulti mate result was the 128 
volumes of The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the 
Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies: the first 
volume appeared in 1878 and the last in 1901. Thisdocumentary 
history, so useful to Civ il War scholars today. was published 
under War Department auspices at a cost calculated to be 
$3.158,514.87. But it was not the rirst of the department's 
historical publications. Between 1870 and 1889 The Surgeon 
General had published six oversiz.e volumes. The Medicol ond 
Surgico l History of !he Wor of the Rebellion. providing a wealth 
of medical and historica l data for later ge nerations and 
establi shing a tradition the Medical Department was to follow in 
fu tu re wars. 

In it s late r stages. the project of ed iting and publishing the 
Civil War records fell under the aegis of The Adjutant General. 
whose office also undertook 10 collect and publish records of the 
American Revolution. This latter effort lapsed without produc
tive issue in 191 5 when ap propriated funds ran out. The 
beginnings of Army historical work of a more sophisticated 
character grew out of establishment of the General SlaffCorps in 
1903: buried in the order estab li s hing it was a clause charg ing Ihe 
corps with "Ihe preparation of ... technical histories of military 
operations of the United States" (General Order 120, War 
Depa rtm ent , 14 August 1903). No ge neral-slaff historical section 
like th at existi ng in mos t European co unt ries at the time emerged 

Coi0lle1leS8Up (USA. Ret .. Ph,D .. Ceorgetown) . Chief. Histories Divisions. CMI-I. 
from 1969 until 1974. has published numerous articles on Soviet military history 
and is President of the U.S. Commission on Military History. (For Dr. Coakley. 
see the first page of Chapter 7.) 

'15 



, .. A Guide to the Study and Ule of Military Hi,lory 

until March 1918. however. when in the midst of World War I a 
Historica l Branch was organized in the War Plans Division. 
Historical offices wefe also estab lished in Ge nera l Pershing's 
headquarters and in the Services of Supply in France. The 
impulse behind Ihi s historical activ it y was initia ll y the belief 
that the War Department shou ld prepare a multivolume history 
of American participation in the war that. as Chief of Staff Task
er H. Bliss put it. "would record the things that were well done. 
for future imitation (and) ... the errors as shown by experience. 
for fulure avoidance,"1 

These hopes were not realized. Rapid and almost complete 
demobilization in the summer of 1919 forced reduction in Army 
headquarters o£fices, including the Historical Branch; and most 
of the civi lian professional his torians w ho had joined it, in and 
out of uniform, were lost. Then Secretary of War Newton D. 
Baker decided it would be wrong to try to produce a scholarly 
narrative history . Such a history . wrote Baker. "would be 
incomplete unless it undertook to discuss eco nomic, political, 
and diplomatic questions. and the discussions of such questions 
by military men would be controversial ... and indiscreet for 
treatment by the War Department." Thus, he ruled, "the work of 
the Historical Section shou ld ... be li mit ed to the collection. 
indexing. and preservation of records and the preparation of 
such monographs as are purely mili ta ry in character."z 

This dictum was to govern and restrict the scope of Army 
hi storical activity in the interwar yea rs, with the result thai 
there was no comprehensive organized body of materials 
available on experience in World War I for use by American 
planners at the outbreak of World War II except in one 
specialized area. Following the precedent established after the 
Civil War, The Surgeon Genera l s ponsored the preparation 
within his department of a clini ca l and administrative history of 
medical experience in World War I, publi shed during the 1920s.' 

A central Army historical section did su rvive , and in 1921 it 
was a ttached to the Army War College. There a reduced staff 
co llected World War 1 reco rds for eve ntual publicat ion , pre pared 
and published a complete Army order of ba ttl e for World War 1.4 
provided extensive referen ce services to other elemen ts of the 
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Army and to the public, and in 1924 acquired the function of 
determining the oHicial lineages and battle honors of Army 
units. For a decade after the war a writing program consisting of 
monographs on "purely military" subjects persisted. but it 
finally collapsed in 1929 in the face of opposition by The 
Adjutant General to members of the Army writing any sort of 
history on World War I. 

The work of the Historical Section nonetheless did result in 
some publications. As chief of staff, General Pershing had 
established a policy that encouraged writing military history for 
outside publication, and some of the outstanding soldier· 
historians who served in this office between the wars-notably 
Oliver L. Spaulding, John W. Wright, and Hoffman Nickerson
produced some excellen t scholarly studies on the more remote 
past. And between 1927 and 1933 a small Battlefields Sub· 
Section conducted numerous studies of American battlefields, 
four of which (on ballies of the American Revolution) were 
published as congressional documents. But this function of 
studying battlefields for purposes of historical preservation was 
transferred to the National Park Service in 1933. 

With the outbreak of World War 11. the Army War College 
Historica l Section became heavily engaged in preparing histori· 
cal background studies to support current general staff work. 
But it continued to devote its main effort to editing World War I 
records and performing general reference work including 
keeping a World War II chronology. When the World War I 
documents were finally published in 1948,s they were restricted 
to the American Expeditionary Forces (no War Department 
documents) and represented a far less ambitious venture than 
did the Officio I Records of the Rebellion . By that time the War 
College Historical Section had been absorbed by a new historical 
office specifically designed to write a multivolume history of the 
Army's role in World War II comparable in concept to that 
originally contemplated for World War I. 

The Historical Program During World War /I 

The strongest impetus for the World War II historical program 
came from President Roosevelt. who on 4 March 1942 directed all 
executive departmen ts and agencies to arrange for preserving 
records and for relating their administrative experience during 
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the war.e A second impulse came from wit hin the Army whe n the 
staff recognized the need for recording operational as well as 
ad mini s trative ex perience. The result was that in the tec hnical 
se rvices, the major zone o f int erior commands. a nd overseas 
theaters hi s torica l sec ti ons were establ is hed to co ll ect ma terial s 
a nd write preliminary monographs on the activities of their 
particular starr or command agencies. And in Augusl1943 the 
War Department established a new historical branch in the 
Military In telligence Division (C-2) of the Ceneral Staff to give 
direction a nd purpose to the Army's World War 11 hi sto rical 
eHorl. 

The decision to establish a new central historical office 
stemmed from the conviction o f both civilian and military 
leade rs that the Army should eventua ll y p repare a comprehen
sive narrative history of its experience in the wa r a nd from a 
belief that the existing War Coll ege Historical Section was not 
equipped for such a task. Rejecting the position of Newton D. 
Baker after World War I, Assistant Secretary of War John J. 
McCloy was the moving force behind the decision to create the 
new section; and Lt. Col. John M. Kemper, a thirty-year-o ld West 
Point graduate with a master's deg ree in history, became its 
principal organizer and first head. At Kemper's suggestion, 
McCloy appointed a p lanning committee of three civilian and 
three military members to assist G-2 in formi ng the new 
organization. The committee was headed by James Phinney 
Baxter, president of Williams Coll ege, then se rving as deputy 
director of t he Office of Strategic Services, and its other 
members were emine nt historians. 

As a re sult of the committee's work , the Historical Branch, G-
2, became responsible for all Army histori cal work on World War 
II , including determining the functions of the War College 
Historica l Section and final approval and editing of all historical 
manuscripts prepared for publication by Army agencies. While 
headed by a military ch ief, th e professional s upervision of the 
historical work was assig ned to a civil ian chief his lorian, a post 
assu med by Dr. Walter Liv ings ton Wright, former president of 
Roberts Coll ege. The planning committee was contin ued as a 
War Department Historical Adviso ry Committee. 

The first assignment for the Historical Branch was a series of 
studies on specific military operations; General Marshall 
wanted them for circulation within the Army and particularly 
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for distributi on to so ldiers who had been wou nded in the actions 
described. This assig nmen t was one of the factors producing 
closer li nks bel ween the Historical Branch and the ove rseas 
theaters. Historica l tea ms we nt ove rseas to do mos t of the 
preliminary resea rch and writ ing; they retu rned their draft s to 
Washington for editing and publicati on (see Chapter 13). 
Between 1943 and 1947 the branch published fourteen studies in 
the Armed Forces in Action seri es. In addit ion to these 
pu blications. the wartime histo ri ca l work resu lt ed in a large 
collec tion of unpublished ma nuscripts that came to res t in the 
His torica l Branc h as the wartime commands. bo th at home and 
overseas. were di ssolved or dras tica lly redu ced in the great 
postwar demobilizatio n. 

The U.S. Army in World Wa r II Series 

The Historica l Branch began to plan a comprehensive hi s tory 
of the Arm y's role in World War II while st ill a part of G-2. Bu t 
since it s offi cers and histo rians rea li zed that the re was no real 
affi nity betwee n in telligence and history fun ctions. they and the 
adv iso ry committee recommended and Assistant Secretary 
McCloy backed a reo rganiza ti on of November 1945: The branch 
became the Historica l Divis ion. War Departmen t Specia l Starr. 
with Maj. Gen. Edwin F. Hardingat its head; the fo llowing year it 
absorbed the staff and functions of the Army Wa r Co ll ege 
Historica l Secti on. Onl y three months after es tabli shment of the 
Historica l Di vision. the Chief of Staff and Secretary of War 
approved its plan for a na rrati ve histo ry of a hundred or more 
volumes in a se ries to be des ignated The U.S. Army in World War 
II. 

The volumes were to be assigned to the Wa r Departmen t. the 
major warti me zo ne of interior commands {Army Air Fo rces . 
Army Ground Fo rces. and Arm y Service Fo rces). the tec hn ica l 
services. and the overseas thea ters. Special s tud ies wo ul d 
examine other subjec ts. The plan underwen t many changes in 
numbers and titles of volu mes in the years fo llowing. but the 
basic divisions remained intac t. With the separat ion of the Air 
Force from the Army in 1947. however. the seven-volume U.S. 
Army Air Forces in World War II became an independent ser ies. 

Preparation of the offi cia l Army seri es absorbed almost a ll the 
ene rgies of the new Histo ri ca l Di visio n fo r some years aft er its 
fou ndatio n. Ea rl y in 1946 Dr. Kent Robe rts Greenfie ld. former 
head of the hi story depa rtment at Johns Hopkins Un iversi ty and 
wa rtime chief of the Historical Section at Arm y Ground Forces. 
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succeeded Dr. Wright as chief historian and general editor of the 
series. He served in that post until 1958 and saw much of the 
series through to completion. A series of able general officers 
who served as military heads of the organization and colonels 
who manned its executive levels provided the military leader· 
ship in what Dr. Greenfield described as "a happy marriage of 
the military and historical professions." A second feature of the 
happy marriage was the advisory committee, reconstituted in 
1947 with representatives from the higher Army schools and 
more civilian academic members. By and large, the Historical 
Div-ision recruited the civilian professional staff for the World 
War II series from historians who had served in uniform in the 
various wartime historical sections at home and abroad. 

It was also established that the volumes should be accurate 
and objective, conforming to the best traditions of historical 
scholarsh ip , and that authors should have access to all pertinent 
Army records. "The history of the Army in World War II now in 
preparation." directed General Eisenhower in 1947, "must. 
without reservation. tell the complete story of the Army's 
participation, fully documented with references to the records 
used." He charged all members of the Army staff with 
facilitating historians' access to the necessary records and 
stressed that the directive was "to be interpreted in the most 
liberal sense without reservations as to whet her or not the 
evidence of history places the Army in a favorable !igh!."? 

In the combat volumes historians could include the enemy side 
of the story. Unconditiona l surrender meant the wholesale 
capture of enemy records and testimony from many of the most 
important enemy officers. Captured German and Japanese 
military records werc brought to Washington. Under an 
interrogation and writing program in the European theater, 
German officers produced some 2.500 manuscripts. And a large 
gro up of Japanese Army and Navy officers prepared a compre
hensive series of monographs on Japanese plans and operations, 
about 180 of which were translated and distributed for Army 
use. Within the Historical Division a foreign studies section took 
shape to prcpare the enemy side of the story for use by authors of 
the U.S. Army in World War II series. 

The anticipation had been that much of the research and 
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writing for Ihe seri es would be do ne in the commands and 
technical se rvices. with the final editing and publication handled 
by the Historical Division. Indeed. the se ries was launched in 
1946-41 with the publication of two Army Ground Forces 
vo lumes that were basically products of wartime monograph 
work in that command. Except for the Army Air Forces. 
however, most of the othe r commands disappeared so rapidly 
that the work devolved on the Historical Division. Onl y the 
seven technica l services remained responsible for prepa ring 
their own volumes (each was event ually assigned three or four). 
And the Historical Section of the Medica l Corps, the largest of a ll 
the technical service historica l organizations, soon had plans to 
publish independently its own multi volu me series of clinical 
histories in addi tion to the administrative volumes it proposed to 
contribute to The U.S. Army in World War II. Apart from these 
clinical volumes, the Historical Division retained responsibility 
for review. editi ng. and publication of the technical service 
histories, and its chief was given supervisory authority over all 
technical service historical activity. 

In mid·1947. with the series hardly under way. reduced 
appropriations threatened the staffs of both the Historical 
Division and the historical units of the technical serv ices. 
Largely as a result of Ihe urgi ng of Co l. Allen F. Clark, then 
executive of the Historical Division, the Secretary of War created 
a War Department Historical Fund-54 million in nonappro· 
priated funds. part of the undistributed post exchange profits of 
World War II-to finance the writing and publication of the 
World War 11 series. It was estimated that the series cou ld be 
completed in five years. and most of the people working on it 
were assured employment for that length of time. Although most 
of the technical services managed to continue their work without 
relia nce on the fund. the Histori cal Division had 10 lake over the 
Transportation Corps and Signal Corps programs. and for a time 
it also carried the historian of the Ordnance Corps on its fund 
roster. 

The assumption by the Historical Division of most of the 
responsibilit y for w rit ing as we ll as edi ting and publishing the 
seri es produced a new and different requiremen t for editors. 
Initially historians had been employed as edito rs in the belief 
that much of the writing would be done in othe r agencies. With 
the system changed. his torians ed iting (and criti cizi ng) the work 
of other historians led to frequent clashes . The soluti on was to 
create a separate professiona l editorial s taff, largely recru it ed 
from publishing companies. 
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Large though it seemed at the time. the War Department 
Historical Fund financed only part of the World War II histories. 
The series took much longer to prepare and publish than was 
originally forecast. The fund was serious ly depleted by 1954, 
while wo rk on the series continued to absorb an important, 
though diminishing. share of the Army's historical eHorl into the 
19705. By 1977 some seventy-three volumes of the seventy-nine 
finally scheduled had been published and the rest were 
approaching completion. The U.S. Army in World War II series 
stands today as the greatest single endeavor in Army historica l 
work. 

Other Historical Activities 

In 1950 the Historical Division. War Department Special Staff, 
was redesignated the Office, Chief of Military History, and was 
known as OCMH for the next two dozen years. In January 1956 
OCMH was placed under the Army's Deputy Chief of Starf for 
Operations, for administration and general policy supervision. 
Neither of the changes had any fundamental effect on the work of 
the agency. But it did receive other tasks besides the World War 
II histories as that war receded into the background . 

In 1946 the Historical Division had inherited general reference. 
staff support. and lineages and honors functions from the old 
War College section. In 1949 it also became responsible for 
historical properties, mainly general admin istra tion of a 
collection of American soldier art of World War II and captured 
German and Japanese paintings; this responsibility later 
broadened to include some supervision of Army museums and 
their collections. {See chapters 14 and 15.J In 1951 OCMH 
assumed the task of compiling and publishing a series on the 
background and battle honors of individual units. The first 
volume. on infantry regiments and battalions, appeared in 1953.1 

The project was later enlarged and redesignated the Army 
Lineage Series, a major activity of OCMH (see Chapter 16J. 

In 1949, to meet a staff need. an Applied Studies Division was 
established to prepare and coordinate Army historical studies 
apart from the main World War 11 series. Under the direction of 
retired Brig. Gen. Paul M. Robinette. this division absorbed the 
foreign studies activities and produced special monographs on 
German operations. eventually pub li shed in some twenty 
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Department of the Army pamphlets. The division wrote other 
historical studies (also published as pamphlets) covering 
mobilization, demobilization, replacements, and utilization of 
prisoners of war in the United States, as well a Guide to the 
Writing of American Military History. As an outgrowth of the 
studies of German Army operations, OCMH planned seven 
volumes on the German campaign in Russia, to be published in a 
format similar to the U.S. Army in World War II series. 

Despite the general liquidation of command and staH 
historical activities outside Washington after World War II, 
Army historical sections did remain in the two major overseas 
theaters-Europe and the Far East-and in the Army Ground 
Forces command. The two overseas sections worked on the 
foreign studies, on monographs and annual reports on the 
occupation of Germany and Japan, and, in the case of General 
MacArthur's command, on a separate history of operations in the 
Southwest Pacific during World War II. The ground forces 
historians also produced monographs just after the war, but by 
1950 that command had given way to a new agency, Army Field 
Forces, with a one-man historical staff. Although the Chief of 
Military History was charged with coordinating and supervis
ing historical activities of all Army units, major commands, and 
theaters, this supervision was lightly exercised and hardly 
existed at all in the Far East. 

The Korean War and After 

While the main emphasis in OCMH continued to be on the 
uncompleted World War II histories, the Korean War required a 
program similar to that of World War II for current coverage. As 
was the case earlier, impetus for preparing Korean War histories 
came from the president and from within the military establish
ment. In a directive reminiscent of President Roosevelt's in 
World War II, President Truman ordered departments and 
agencies to prepare administrative histories of their activities 
"in the present emergency."Q And again the Army felt the need for 
operational history. The Army's responsibility actually ex
tended beyond its own activities; the Joint Chiefs of Staff had 
ordered it to prepare a history of the joint command in the Far 
East during the Korean War. 
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The Army sent military historical teams to the theater, and 
material was collected and monographs written a t both Eighth 
Army and Far East Command levels (see Chapter 13). OCMH 
prepared two narrative·pictorial histories of the war and two 
studies of small uni t actions in combat and combat su pport and 
planned a new nine-volume se ries, similar to that of World War 
II , tentatively enti tled The U.S. Army in the Conflict Wit h the 
Communist Powe rs. Five volumes in this series were to be 
devoted to the Korean War itself. four more to the cold war in 
general. The latter four vol umes were considered to be, 
fundamentally, a response to President Truman's directive. Each 
of the tech ni cal serv ices a lso planned a volume cove rin g its co ld 
war activities. 

Most of the Army's regular staff historians continue d their 
work on World War II. To cover the Korean War, reserve officers 
with historical training were called to active dut y and ot her 
officers learned by doing. Most returned to civilian jobs or other 
military duties once the war was over, but a few joined OCMH, 
first as officers and some later as civilians. 

The new series was added to the Army's hi storical program at 
a time of decreasing personnel and increasing demands. With the 
War Department Historical Fund nearing exhaustion, OCMH fell 
from a peak of 251 officers and civilians in mid·1951 to 122 in 
mid-1954. After President Eisenhower endorsed the Army's 
historical work in 1954, appropriated funds were made ava il able 
to transfer many, but not a ll , fu nd employees to the civil se rvice. 
But the 1950s was a time of belt tightening throughout the Army, 
and the attrition in OCMH continued: by mid·1961 there were 
on ly seventy·seven employees. The command historical sections 
in both Europe and the Pacific were also reduced. Only the 
technical service sections were able, for the most part, to hold 
thei r own. 

Meanwhile, new tasks proliferated. The Korean War under
lined the need for continuous ly collecting sou rces and recording 
contemporary Army history in a crisis that threatened to go on 
indefinitely, The experience of World War II and Korea had 
proved the value of co llect ing documents, gathering oral 
testimony, and writing preliminary accounts while events were 
still vivid in the memories of participants. As the cold war went 
on, coverage of current Army hi sto ry seemed in order as a 
continuing function, despite meager resources. OCMH had 
started a historical reporting sys tem during the Korean War; 
Army staff sections in Washington and Army field forces were 
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required to produce annual summaries of major events and 
problems. This program continued in the years following and 
became the major vehicle for covering the current history of 
Department of the Army headquarters staff sections, including 
the technical services, and of the Continental Army Command 
created in 1956. The two major overseas commands, in Europe 
and the Pacific, submitted annual reports under a different 
system. Some of the technical services, as well as the European 
command. also conducted monograph programs on current 
topics. The current history program grew haphazardly with 
little supervision and limited monitoring by OCMH; current 
history work in that office generally concentrated on the Korean 
War. 

The Army staff and schools also increased their demands on 
OCMH and other historical offices for information and studies 
prepared on short notice-for what may loosely be termed staff 
support. The loss of the Applied Studies Division in the general 
cutback threw much of this burden on authors responsible for 
volumes on World War II and Korea. The reorganization of Army 
combat units under the Combat Arms Regimental System placed 
a heavy additional load on those working on lineages and honors 
volumes; historical properties work created even greater 
demands as responsibilities broadened to include Army muse· 
ums; and queries from both officials and the public absorbed the 
best efforts of a small General Reference Section. A project of 
particular note assigned to OCMH in 1955 was the preparation 
and periodic revision of an American military history text to be 
used in the senior ROTC course. The first text. ROTCM 145-20, 
American Military History 1607-1955, a cooperative endeavor 
that occupied the best talent in OCMH for some months, was 
published in 1956. with a revision in 1959. 

All of these demands on a shrinking staff played an important 
part in delaying completion of volumes in the various OCMH 
series. A committee reevaluated and reduced publications 
requirements in 1960. A new program set the limits of the U.S. 
Army in World War II series at seventy·nine volumes, retained a 
five·volume U.S. Army in the Korean War series. eliminated the 
other volumes in the proposed U.S. Army in Conflict With the 
Communist Powers series entirely, and cut the proposed seven 
volumes on the German campaign in Russia to three. An Army 
Historical Series was created to accommodate volumes that 
might be produced outside the World War II and Korean War 
series, including the foreign studies volumes. 
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The Reorganization of 1962-63 

In a fundamental reorganization of 1962-63, the headquarters 
of five of the seven technical services were abolished. an Army 
Materiel Command created to absorb most of their functions. 
and the responsibilities of the Continental Army Command 
redefined and divided with a new Combat Developments 
Command. Accompanying the larger reorganization, and partly 
in response to it, the Army's historical program was reorganized 
and revitalized. On the basis of a detailed review of the existing 
system and structure, the Chief of Staff directed the Chief of 
Military History to coordinate and supervise the whole Army 
historical effort. A new Army regulation on historical activities 
(AR 870-S) brought together a host of separate directives, 
standardized the system for preparing and using military 
history throughout the Army, and established programs for both 
long-range and annual historical work. Under the new regula
tion, all major commands were to prepare annual historical 
reports and undertake historical studies on current activities. 
And the regulation established much closer control by the Chief 
of Military History over historical properties held throughout 
the Army. Active OCMH supervision over Army museums dates 
from 1962. 

OCMH took on most of the book writing functions and a few of 
the historians of the five discontinued technical service head
quarters; only the Surgeon General and the Chief of Engineers 
kept separate historical offices. and one of the remaining 
engineer volumes on World War II was transferred to OCMH. 
Many of the technical service histori.ans and current history 
functions went to the Army Materiel Command and its 
subordinate components. The new Combat Developments Com
mand acquired a historical staff, and the section at Continental 
Army Command was considerably strengthened. New Army 
history offices were established in the Army Air Defense Com
mand, in U.s. Army. Alaska, headquarters; and in what became 
the Southern Command in Panama. The result of these 
redistributions was a much better balanced historical coverage 
of the Army and a new emphasis on current historical work. 

Throughout the 1960s and early 1970s OCMH continued to 
give first priority to preparing books for publication. including 
the World War II, Korean War, and Army Historical series. By 
1976, three of the proposed five Korea volumes had appeared and 
one more was well on the way. A revised and much improved 
ROTC text, American Military History, edited by Maurice 



A Century of Army Hi.loriut Work 29' 

MatloH. was published in the Army Historical series in 1969. 
with a partial revision in 1973. Other books in this series covered 
Army logistics from the Revolution through the Korean War, the 
German·Russian war. and the American military occupation of 
Germany. OCMH also assumed responsibility for a pioneer 
volume in a proposed Defense Studies series, a work on 
integration in all the armed services, And an examination of 
Army organization from the founding of the General Staff in 
1903 to the reorganization of 1963 inaugurated a new Special 
Studies series, designed to accommodate more detailed . mono· 
graphic works. 

Both in OCMH and throughout the Army, nevertheless. 
historians devoted much more time to recent events and to starr 
support. OCMH established its own current monograph pro· 
gram. and its historians prepared studies of the Army's role in 
such events as the Berlin crisis of 1961-62. the Cuban missile 
crisis. and the civil disturbance at Oxford. Mississippi, in 1963. 
Demands for special work on short notice reached new heights as 
the Army staff turned to OCMH for background studies on 
mailers of current interest. ranging from the Army's experience 
with the Civilian Conservation Corps of the 1930s to deployment 
procedures in World War II and Korea , 

As an added aspect of current history work, in 1963 OCMH 
also began preparing the Secretary of the Army's annual report. 
Secretary of War John C. Calhoun had signed the first one in 
1822. Since 1949, however, it had formed part of the Secretary of 
Defense's annual report. Although this practice was discon· 
tinued in 1972, the document had been a valuable source of basi c, 
unclassified information, and the Army decided to continue with 
a somewhat similar compilation, the annual Deportment of the 
Army Historical Summary. 

Later Changes. MHI and CMH 

Despite some changes. the basic lines established in 1962-63 
have governed Army historical activities since that time. On 12 
June 1967 the U,S. Army Military History Research Collection 
was established at Carlisle Barracks. Pennsylvania , as part of 
the Army War College. In 1970 it became a Class II installation 
under OCMH, and in 1977 the name was changed to the U.S. 
Army Military History Institute (MHI), This was something 
new in the Army historical establishment, an institution devoted 
to preserving materials related to the military history of the 
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United States and making them available to both military and 
civilian researchers (see Chapter 12). 

Then in 1973, in another general reorganization, the Office, 
Chid of Military History, was converted from 8 special staff 
agency into a field operating agency under the new name of th e 
U.S. Army Center of Military History {eMHI. Its commander 
retained the title of Chief of Military History, however. and 8S 

such continued to exerc ise staff responsibilities for military 
history . The research collection became an integral part of the 
new center though still located at the Army War College. The 
Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations retained staff supervision 
over the centcr, and its mission and functions remained the same. 
The main change was that CMH acquired control over its own 
budget. 

In a broader reorganization of the Army in 1973-74, Continen
tal Army Command and Combat Developments Command were 
abolished and replaced by a Training and Doctrine Command 
and Forces Command. with a realignment of functions. A Health 
Services Command, which absorbed some of the operating 
functions of the Surgeon General's o£fice. was created at the 
same time. Historical staHs and responsibilities were realigned 
to go along with these new commands. Further reorganizations 
in 1974 abolished Army component commands in the Pacific. 
Alaska, and the Caribbean. and the Army Air Defense 
Command in the United Stales. The jurisdiction of Forces 
Command was extended into some of these areas; but in the 
Pacific. for instance. field historical coverage devolved on such 
formerly subordinate organizations as the Eighth Army in Korea 
and U.S. Army. Japan. All the major commands. including the 
Health Services Command. nevertheless. established historical 
sections that, at the very least, produced annual historical 
reviews. The Corps of Engineers also retained a separate 
historical section devoted mainly to the corps' civil projects , 
while coverage of its military activities was transferred to the 
Center of Military History. Then in mid-1975 the last of the old 
technical service historical offices, the one with the longest 
tradition, lost its independence when the Medical Department 
Historical Unit was transferred from the Surgeon General to the 
Centcr of Military History and became the Medical History 
Division of tbat agency. 

The Program for the War in Vietnam 

Writing on Vietnam began in OCMH in 1962, as part of the 
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current history program, with a special study reviewing the 
Army's activities in that a rea since 1954. When the Office. 
Secretary of Defense, ca ll ed for a more detailed account by each 
service and by the Joint Chiefs of Staff of their act ivities in 
connection with Vietnam. OCMH prepared a long classified 
monograph on the Army's involvement through the end of 1963. 
Later OCMH extended th is monograph to record events through 
June 1965, and the histo rical office of U.s. Army, Pacific, 
increased in size for this specific purpose, did likewise. tn Saigon 
a Mil itary Assistance Command, Vietnam (MACV), hi storical 
office was set up in 1964 to cover joint mili tary activities in the 
area. 

In July 1965 President Johnson annou nced plans for deploying 
large numbers of troops to Vie tnam and fo r expanding the Army; 
at the same time General William C. Westmoreland. MACV 
commander. announced the establishment of a separate U.S. 
Army. Vietnam, headquarters. Army historical activity soon 
quickened as Chief of Staff General Harold K. Johnson directed 
that the war receive coverage of the same quality as World War 
II. In OCMH a special hi storical staff devoted to the war in 
Vietnam took shape. As part of an Army·wide monograph 
program, each of the major commands in the United States was 
required to record its role in the Vietnam buildUp. In Viet nam the 
Army command established a historical office . and Washington 
sent military history detachment s to serve Army divisions and 
brigades in the field (see Chapter 13). 

The purpose of these efforts was twofold: first. to meet staff 
and field requirements for hi storical information and support; 
second, to ensu re the preservation of records needed to prepare a 
definitive narrati ve history of the wa r comparable to the World 
War It series. Plans for such a hi sto ry had emerged by 1976 and 
called for twenty·one vo lumes dealing with the background of 
involvement: Department of the Army policy, planning. and 
support; land combat in the theater: various aspects oflogistical 
support; and the problems of press coverage and soldier morale, 
matters of great importance in the Vietnam War. The Center of 
Military History collaborated with the Adjutant General's 
Office and the National Arch ives in ex pediting the retirement of 
records from Vietnam to depositories in the Washington area 
where they would be avail ab le to hi storians. 

In 1970, OCMH published a slim paperback volume, Seven 
Firefights in Vielnam . reminiscent in many ways of the Warld 
War II Armed Forces in Action series. That same year General 
Westmo reland, as Army Chief of Staff, established a Vietnam 
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monograph series on various specialized topics, to be written by 
key Army leaders who were specialists in the areas covered. The 
first to appear was Communicalions-Electronics, 1962-1970, by 
Maj. Gen. Thomas M. Rienzi; eighteen more had followed by the 
end of 1976 with two still in progress. The job of the Center of 
Military History in preparing the monographs was to assist the 
authors in planning and research. to make the necessary maps, 
and to edit the manuscripts for publication. In this sense the 
monographs were not products of the center but firsthand 
accounts to be used in writing definitive works for the 21-volume 
U.S. Army in Vietnam series. 

Army History Today 

Army history has come far in the past century. and is now a 
solidly based function supported by Army leaders. The first 
century of Army historical work was devoted mainly 10 
collecting. ed iting. and publishing basic records; narrative 
histories came into their own during and after World War II and 
have remained the principal form of Army history. not merely as 
published books but also as classified monographs and special 
studies prepared on demand to meet specific needs. All the 
historical services functions-general reference. lineages and 
honors. collecting and organizing historical materials. and oral 
history-have also continued to grow. 

Army Regulation 10-48. 1 September 1974. gives the mission 
of the Center of Military History: to 

formulate and execute the Army Historical Program: coordinate and 
supervise Army his torical mallen including historical properties; 
prepaN! and publish histories required by the Army: formulate the 
historical background and precedents required for the development of 
military plans. policies. doctrine, and techniques; su pervise the Army 
Museum sys tem; maintain a repository for the collection and 
preservation of historical documents relating to the United States Army: 
and provide his torical material and assistllnce 10. and maintain liaison 
with, public and private agencies and Individuals and stimulate interest 
and study in the field of military history. 

Since the addition of the Medical History Oivision to the center, 
responsibilities also include preparing and publishing medical 
history and collecting and maintaining medical history mate· 
rials. 

The commanding general of the center bears the title Chief of 
Military History and as such represents the ent ire Army on 
historical matters with responsibility for advising the Chief of 
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Staff, the Secretary of the Army, and all components of the 
Army. The center conducts the historical program under the 
provisions of Army Regulation 870- 5 (1977) that sets forth the 
responsibilities of aU elements of the Army in its fulfillment. The 
Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations and Plans exercises ge neral 
staff supervision over the center. The various parts of the Army 
historical program-the seve ral series, the monographs, the 
annual reporting sys tem, the work of the Military History 
Institute, medical history, special studies. organizational 
history, lineages and honors , general reference service. histori
ca l properti es, and Army art-are detailed in a long-range 
historical plan (a ten-year project ion) and in an annual histori ca l 
program which sets goals for each fiscal year. 

Within the cente r, following the system established after 
World War II , the Chid of Mili ta ry History is a general officer. 
He is adv ised on professional and technical aspects of military 
history by a Chief Historian, a civ ilian responsible for the 
professional quality of Army histo ry. A Department of the Army 
Historical Advisory Committee composed of four milit ary 
represe ntati ves of the Army school system, rep resentatives of 
The Surgeon General's Office and The Adjutant General. the 
Deputy Archivist of the United States, and seven civilian 
historians, meets annually and advises the Secretary of the 
Army, the Chief of Staff. and the Chief of Milit ary History on the 
Army's historical program. 

A Management Support Division provides administrativ.e 
se rvices with in the center. The center's principal functions are 
carried out by four othe r elements. Histories, Historical 
Services, the Milita ry History Ins titute (research collec tion) . 
and the Medical History Division. 

The Histories Division produces the most widely read and 
used products of the Army historical program, the major 
narrative histories in the various series. The division also 
handles historical reports and demand projects requested by the 
Army secre tariat and staff and other sources. 

The Historical Services Division establi shes the official 
lineages and honors of units. compiles the volumes in the Army 
Lineage series, provides ge neral reference se rvice, works on 
some of the demand projects, and is responsible for historica l 
properties, includ ing Army museums, and the Army art pro
gram. 

The Medica l History Division prepares and publishes vol
umes, monographs. and special studies on Army medica l 
services. Much of the work of the divisio n is in cli nical hi sto ries: 
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some thirty· three covering World War II have been published. 
Written by physicians who are prominen t specialists. these 
clinical histories are usually collections of articles, similar to 
those pub li shed in medical journals. on one subject. Essentially 
the job of the Medical History Di visio n is to assis t the physicians 
in their resea rch and w ritin g and to asse mble and edit the fi nal 
product. In addition to the clinical books. the division prepares 
administrative hi stories writt en by professional hi storians 
rather than medical doctors. Fo r example the Medical Depart
ment was a llotted fou r vol umes in the World War II series. two of 
which have been publi shed. 

The fourth part of the center. the U.S. Army Military History 
Institute at Carli sle Bar racks, Pennsylvania . is t reated in some 
detail in Chapter 12 of this Guide. 

The basic Army regulation on military history and the annual 
programs provide for historica l activities of departmental staff 
agencies and Army commands worldwide. Army staff agencies 
send unclassified material to the Center of Military History fo r 
the annual Deportment of the Army Historical Summary and 
compile classified annua l historical reviews for their own use 
and for preparation of later histories. Major commands and some 
subordinate commands a lso prepare annual historical reviews 
and monographs on selected current topics. The Army encour
ages its leaders. commissioned and noncommissioned. to make 
full use of military histo ry. Individual units preserve and use 
their own history to promote pride and self·esteem, and many 
Army installations have museums. 

The Army's historical program is comprehensive with 
organizational threads extending from the secretariat through 
the departmental staff and Center of Military History to 
stateside and overseas commands. agencies, instaHations, and 
units. The program is designed to preserve and use the military 
record for the many purposes that hi s tory serves. 
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LOCATED at the U.S. Army War College at Carlisle Barracks. 
Pennsylvania. the U.s. Army Military History Institute (for
me rl y the U.S. Army Milita ry His tory Research Collection
rerlesignaled 1 April 1977) is a complex of library and reference 
facilities. specia l collections. and archives, all of which deal in 
the main with American and , to a lesser extent , foreign military 
history. Since its inception in 1967, the institute has collected. 
preserved. and made ava ilable for use documents and materials 
pertinent to the history of the u.s. Army. Because of the many 
domestic and foreign influences that have shaped that history. 
the staff of the institute has interpreted it s mission broadly. 
Substantial holdings relate to the U.S. Navy and Air Force. the 
reserve components. foreign military forces, and wars in which 
the United States was not invol ved. Many of the holdings pre
date any American army and provide sources on the evolution of 
the military art. 

The institute began almost by accident. In 1966 its first 
director, Col. Geo rge S. Pappas, then a member of the Army War 
College staff and fa culty. was directed to update the history of 
that institution. While sea rching for source material, Pappas 
came across some very old books on milit ary history in the Wa r 
College library in Upto n Hall. the administrative and academic 
cente r for the college. Colonel Pappas asked the co mmandant. 
Maj. Gen. Eugene Salet. for space to secure and preserve the 
books in Upton Hall when the War Coll ege library moved int o 
new quarters in Root Hall. He also requested au thorit y to seek 
other rare books to add to the coll ection; the whole would become 

Colonel Agnew [USA. Ret .. M.P.A .. Princeton ). Direcl or or the U.S. Army 
Milit ary History Institute in 1974-77, also served as Assistant Proressor of 
History 8t the U.S, Military Academy and wrote The £,Il,ll-No,ll Riol : Ch ristmDs 
MUliny ot West Point. Dr. Cooling [Ph.D" Pennsylvania) Is Assistant Director fo r 
HiSIDrieal Services allhe Military History Ins tilute. His numerous publications 
in military and naval history include a biography of Benjamin Franklin Tracy 
and Symbol. Sword. ond Shidd: Dllfllndin,!: WDshin,llton Durin,lllhe Civil Wllr. 
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part of the War Co ll ege library . General Salet agreed, provided 
the project would not conflic t with the activities of the Arm y's 
Chie f of Military History, at thai time Brig.Gen. Hal C. Pattison. 
Genera l Pattison endo rsed the idea and sugges ted the addition of 
a much larger collection, 30,000 vol umes on military history 
before World War II thai had been cuBed from the Nat ional War 
College library by that ins tituti on's librarian. George Stansfield , 
with the help of Charles Romanus of Pattison's office, and placed 
in specia l s torage. With thi s first dona ti on, the idea of an 
extensive research collection took shape: space was provided in 
Upton Hall in the facil ities vacated by the War College li brary, 
and in 1967 an Army regulation establi shed the Military History 
Research Co ll ect ion. 

From these small beginnings. the insti tute's holdings have 
expanded to mo re than 350.000 bo und vo lumes. and it has also 
collected over 8,000 boxes of diaries, man uscripts. letters, and 
ot her valuable personal refe rences to the Army and its heritage, 
Museum collections of artifacts , accou tremen ts, and art work 
have also been acquired. The professional sta ff has expanded 
from three to th irty- th ree civilian and military li bra ria ns, 
hi storians, a rchivists, curators, and ad minist ra tors. 

Although the co ll ection dates from Sep tember 1966, the first 
academic researche r did not arrive unt il July of the following 
year. Seeking information on the life of Ge nera l George Crook, 
Professor James King of Wisconsin State University found 
Crook's diaries and ot her related papers in the archives. Since 
then scholars such as Martin Blumenson, Forrest Pogue, Russell 
Weigiey, Theodore Ropp. Charles Burdick. and S. L. A. Marshall 
have used other or iginal records, In addit ion . a growing number 
of undergraduate and graduate studen ts as well as other 
interested persons. both mili ta ry and civi lian, have used the 
institute's resources. Funds permitting. MHI administers an 
advanced research program involving modest grants for 
research in the institute's hold ings. And an intern program gives 
undergraduates from nearby colleges experience in archives and 
museum manage ment, li brary science, and the preparation of 
bibliographies, 

The expansion of services and acquisi tio ns during the decade 
since the facility was established can be traced by some 
highlights. In Ju ne 1968 the collection instituted a su rvey of 
surviving S panish-A merican War ve terans which helped 
develop perhaps the best arch ival holdings extant on the 
personal experiences of so ldiers in that wa r , the Philippine 
Insurrection, and the Boxer Rebellion. The su rvey added over 
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300 linear feet of documents to those archives. Four months laler 
began a monthly evening lectures series, "Perspecti ves in 
Military History ," which brought prominent historians to 
Carlisle Barracks. In August 1969 an additional 120,000 volumes 
were transferred to the co ll ection from the National War College 
library . In 1970 the collection was designated an official 
repository for documents and materials on the Army's heritage. 
the Senior Officer Oral History Program was established. and 
the first in a continuing series of bibliographic aids, The US 
Army ond Domestic Disturbances. was published. Recently the 
institute has sponsored military history courses for the War 
Co llege and has appointed distinguished academicians to the 
Harold Keith Johnson Chair of Military Histo ry. New acquisi
tions have included the Civil War collect ion from the Massachu
setts Commandery of the Loyal Legion of the United States , the 
Azlec Club files. the Tasker H. Bliss papers, and numerous 
donations from retired senior American officers . 

A field element of the U.s. Army Center of Military History in 
Washingto n. the institute is officially assoc iated as well with the 
Army War College. whose commandant is also designated 
Commanding General, U.S. Army Military History Institut e. 
The institute thus benefits from close ties with the Army's 
official historical agency as well as its senior service college. 

Services and Facilities 

The civilian scholar. military officer, or history buff visiting 
Upton Hall will find a prodigious amount of material. An 
archivist. librarian , or member of the reference service will 
interview the scholar concerned with a specific topic and, if 
appropriate. provide a desk in the research area near the primary 
and secondary sources relating to that topic. An officer doing 
more general research for a staff paper, graduate thesis, or War 
College project may find the spacious reading room more 
agreeable. A reference assistant or librarian will bring any 
necessary materials. Either type of researcher may want to use 
some of the more than 55,000 pages of oral history transcripts 
collected since 1970 from such military figures as Matthew 8. 
Ridgway , Maxwell O. Taylor, Harold K. Johnson, Ferdinand 
Chesarek, and Austin Belts. 

If the casual visitor is a military buff or a tourist interested 
more in looking around than in research. he can go on a self
guided lour of the Omar N. Bradley Museum. the Hess ian 
Powder Magazi ne. or the various temporary displays in the foyer 
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and corridors of Upton Hall. Collec tions of heraldic art, 
photographs. uniforms. and equipment may also interest him. He 
may ellen offer to donate personal items from family records. 

The institute provides such services as holdings. staff, and 
time permit. For resident or visiting scholars this usually 
includes access 10 and assistance with thc bound volumes. 
archival material. periodicals. and special collections. Persons 
unable to visit the institute may borrow books through 
interlibrary loan {unless Ihe volumes are rare or in poor physical 
conditio n} . The institute will also fill al cost modest orders for 
reproduced pages. The scholar wriling for specific information 
receives a description of the holdings on the subject and 
suggestions on the location of other sources. 

Each year the institute publishes two or three bibliographies 
pertaining to its special holdings. The Special Bibliographic 
series includes such litles as The Army and Civil Disturbances. 
The Black Military Experience. Unit Histories. TheSponish War 
Era. The Mexicon Wor. Archival Holdings (two volumes). The 
Ero of the Civil War .and TheCaloniol ond Revolutionary Period. 
Future bibliographies will deal with the U.S. Army in the west 
and both world wars. These bibliographies are distributed to 
military oHicials and organiza tion s and may be purchased from 
the Government Printing Office. 

Among the notable holdings at the inslitute arc the World War 
1 and World War 11 Signal Corps photo collections: the 
MaSSAchusetts Loyal Legion collec tion of Civil War photo
graphs. including many unpublished portraits and views of 
Army life and historic sites; audio archives of lectures. martial 
music. and reminisccnces of veterans; American and European 
recruiting. propaganda, and war-loan posters from the major 
wars of the twentieth ce ntury; and microfilm copies of a number 
of doctoral dissertations on military history. The institute 
carries on an active acquisitions program and also welcomes 
donations from all sources. Starr librarians periodically screen 
the holdings of other libraries throughout the Army for materials 
that would be of greater value at Carlisle Barracks. 

A Somple of the Holdings 

A sample of volumes and document collections in the Military 
History Instit ule will suggest the amount and variety of material 
thai can be found Ihere. In the general stacks may be found a 
superb basic collection of narratives. biographies, and special 
studies ranging from ancient Greece and Rome 10 the modern 
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nation·states of Europe. Asia. Africa. the Midd le East. and the 
Americas . Among the co llections on special periods are seven or 
eight thousand vol umes on the American Civil War . including 
rare personal narratives and unit histories; and nearly ten 
thousand volumes, in five languages, on World War I. including 
the official historie s of all major powers. War Department 
report s. technical and field manuals, general and specia l orders. 
bulletins. and studies are abunda nt, a lthough not all Army 
publications are availab le. The well·known writings of st rate
gist s such as Saxe. jomini, Clausewit z. Napoleon, DuPicq, 
Schlieffen, and Mahan are available in severa l languages. 

Most volumes in the rare book room were originally in the old 
War Department library, started aboul 1840. Works such as 
original manuscripts of the Lewis and Clark expedi tions. 
med ieval treatises on artillery and s iegec raft, ea rly histories of 
the British Army, Wellington 's dispatches . Continental drill 
manual s. a Revolutionary War orderly book, and numerous 
su perbly bound early histories of the United States and leather 
bound illus trations of milita ry uniforms and equipment-some 
6,000 titles in all-are in this repository. 

The archives co ntain such major collections as the papers of 
Matthew B. Ridgway, Lewis B. Hershe y. Paul Carraway. and 
Harold K. Johnson; the Spanish-American War and World War I 
ve terans survey holdings: an or iginal War Department copy of 
Emory Up ton's study on the military policy of lhe United States; 
and the cu rri cular arc hi ves of the Army War Co llege for 1907-60. 
Countless personal papers, diaries. and individual military 
reco rds of Civ il War soldiers have been added in recent years, as 
have thousands of pages of oral history transcripts from more 
than seventy retired American generals. 

The periodical sect ion contains ove r 30,000 bound publica
tions. both domestic and foreign, most either military or 
technical. Ranging from older cop ies of civil ian periodicals like 
the Nation, Harper's, and Time to recent unit newspapers from 
the Vietnam pe riod. the holdings include the Army ond Navy 
Journal, various journals of the branches and services of the U.S. 
Army. and foreign military pu blications such as Allgemeine 
Schwcizerische Mililocrzeitung. Ocr Adler. Deutsche Wehr, La 
Guerre Mondiolc, Journ,,1 des Sciences Milito ires, and the 
Canadian Military Gazelle. 

A separate room is devoted to unit histories (includ ing many of 
the British and German armies), Department of the Army 
authorit y files. and unclassified documents from the Korean and 
Vie tnam wa rs. The institute also has a biographical reference 
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room and collections of insignia. uniforms, weapons, a nd 
equipment. 

An In st itution in Transiti on 

The wort h of a research establishment such as the Military 
History Institute lies in it s programs and services as well as its 
materials. The years 1966-74 were a period of organization and 
acquisition: those since of co nsolidation a nd expanded use. 
Accessions, while continuing. have decreased from the time 
when the staff worked to build basic holdings. The institute 
continues 10 acquire important new publications as well as those 
which are becoming rare . and individual archival co ntributions 
are always welcome: bUI a policy of keeping duplicates out of the 
slacks has minimized the search for wholesale additions. 

The institute starr advertises its resources to all rae! users, 
military and civilian, institulional and private. A number come 
from the military educational system-the service school 
faculties and students. A semiannual newsletter, published 
bibliographies. special s tudie s such as the anthology Some New 
Dimensions in Military History and the series Vignettes in 
Military History. command and staff visits, the ora l history 
program, and word of mouth attract researchers to Upton Hall. 

The institute attempts to impress upon military officers the 
value of accumulated knowledge of the past in solving the 
problems of the contemporary Army, The staff co ntributes to the 
War College through the expanded military history elective 
program and through advice. case studies. bibliographies, and 
instructional assistance, Future conferences and symposia at 
Carlisle Barracks. hosted by the Military History Institut e, will 
involve military and civilian academicians exchan ging views on 
the research, writing, and teaching of military history. Staff 
members do research, write, lecture, and attend con feren ces to 
stimulate interest in the institute. The visiting professorship 
provides a link between the Army War College and the nation's 
colleges and universilics. 

The future of Ihe Military History Institute appears bright. 
although it is certainly not without its problems. Possibl e staff 
cutbacks cou ld reduce services. Space. adequate in 1967. will be 
at a premium as new holdings and new programs threaten to 
outgrow Upton Hal\. Plans are afoot for expansion, bul declining 
military budgets may prevent new construction. The natural 
aging of books, manuscripts, and artifacts makes preservation 
A bigger job than in the form<lti vc years. Still. the periodic review 
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of programs and prog ress by an energe tic and innova ti ve 
profess ional sta ff promises to expand. not curtail. service to the 
mil it ary hi sto ry communit y. The ins titu te expec ts to mai nt ai n 
its pos ition as a valuab le reposito ry for inform a ti on on domes t ic 
and foreign mil it ary affai rs of the past. 
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The Military History 
Detachment 
in the Field 
Richard A. Hunt 

RECOGNIZING the military value of history. the U.S. Army 
estab lished a historical branch under C·2 of the War Department 
General Staff during World War II and made the new organiza
tion responsible for accumulating sources for an official history 
of the war. From then on, the Army dispatched historians in 
uniform to the field to preserve and supplement the historical 
record as it was created. The main instrument has been the 
military history detachment or historical team. It s mission is to 
ellsure that primary historical documents generated in the field 
are collected and preserved for later writing of complete 
histories. This underlying mission has changed little from World 
War II through Korea to Vietnam, although its implementation 
and the configuration of the teams have varied from war to war. 

Historical teams in each war have been made up of officers and 
enlisted men who handled historical and clerical duties. 
respectively. Typewriters and jeeps. standard items in World 
War II and Korea, were complemented in Vietnam by tape 
recorders. Military history detachments were either attached to 
subordinate units with command and co ntrol retained by the 
theater. army. or administrative commander, or assigned to 
subordinate units such as divisions with command and control 
of the detachments vested in those units. These arrangements 
have limited the Army's central historical office [variously the 
Historical Branch, the Office of the Chief of Military History , 
and the Center of Military History) to "technical" rather than 
command supervision of the detachments on historical matlers. 
Providing a service neither used by nor primarily intended for 
the field units which support them but for a staff agency in 
Washington. the historical detachments can sometimes be 
caught between the conflicting needs of the ultimate users of the 
information they gather and the requirements of their immediate 
field commanders. In such cases. the latt er have in the past taken 
precedence. 

Dr. Hunt (ph.D .. Pennsylvania) of the Curren I Hi story Branch. CMH. was a Held 
historian in Vielnam. He is working on a history of the pacificalion program in 
that country. 
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Yet the sepa ra tion of the staff age ncy and the field hi sto rian 
does nol necessarily diminish the quality or objectivity of the 
detachment 's historical work. While this arrangeme nt reduces 
the control the Washington historical office exercises, it ca n 
allow field detachments freedom and flexibility . Havi ng the 
advan tage of g uidan ce from Washington, and often being under 
the immediate direction of a staff oHicer with no vested interest 
in the collection and disposition of hi s torica l documents. the 
com mander of a histori cal unit in the war zone retains in theory 
enough autonomy to purs ue hi s ass ignme nt thorough ly and 
objectively. 

World War II 

The World War II field his tori cal program began in the mids t of 
that conWct.1 The £irst teams trained by the Historical Branch 
were assigned to the headquarters of the North African Theater 
of Operations where th ey initially prepared pamphlets about 
ea rlier World War II engagements for the Arm ed Forces in Action 
series. Tea ms soo n existed at a lmost all leve ls of com mand. 
Located in the European . Alaskan . Central. South. and South
west Pacific theaters. they covered the activities of Army ground 
forces. air forces. service forces . and technical se rvices . II 
became customar y for divisions and regiments. and occasionally 
for ba tt alions and com panies. to appoint an officer as a part-t ime 
his torian. In addition, the theater or army historical sect ion sen t 
ou t roving historians to obtain firsthand information . 

The theater historian indirectly supervised historical teams 
attached to army groups, armies. and corps, served as staff 
adviser 10 the theate r co mmander on military history, main
tained close liaison with his co unt erparts from other countries 
and other U.S. services, and sought to ensure the preservation of 
records . Because o f unconditional surrende r. German and 
Japanese as we ll as U.S. records eventuall y fell under hi s care . 

Although the Hi storical Branch had int ended to retain co nt ro l 
of the overseas historical teams, the theat er commander 
assu med control when th ey entered his jurisdiction. The branch 
had a voice in the se lection of officer hi sto rian s. gave them 
preliminary indoctrination. corresponded with them regularly. 
and kept a representa tive in Europe. Yet suc h influence was nol 
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uniform. For example, the branch had no liaison wit h historians 
in the Southwest Pacific until the war was nearly over: Ihal 
historical office was located in an allied theater headquarters. 
not an Army one. 

To supplement historical work below theater headquarters. 
the War Department in April 1944 established numerous 
information and historical service teams composed of two 
officers and two enlisted men. Most of Ihe officers we re 
reservists or civilian historians who had been ca ll ed 10 active 
duty or had vol unteered. Some were regular and reserve officers 
for whom no other place could be found . field arm y headquarters 
generally dispatc hed the teams to subord inate units. Although 
duties varied from command to command, the teams ge nerally 
sought to preserve and re tire documents, prepare studies, and 
interview key individuals. Their reports and information were 
sent to the theater historical sections wh ich had jurisdiction over 
them. 

The teams built upon the interviewing techniques of Lt. Col. 
S : L. A. Marshall. Assigned to the Historical Branch. Marshall 
went to the Pacific theater in the fall of 1943 to cover the island 
campaigns of the 7th Infa ntry Division. By interviewing groups 
of battle participants immediately after an engagement, Mar~ 
shall could reconstruct events as vividly and completely as 
possible. His accounts of small unit action were noteworthy for 
their human interest and battlefield realism and his methods 
were adopted by historical officers in all theaters. 

field historical work in World War 1I had its problems. Field 
commanders wit h full appreciation of the va lue of history and 
the difficu lties of historical research were rare; many were 
impatient with the amou nt of time thorough historical work 
entailed and used the his to rian as a to ur guide for visiting 
officials. lecturer, statist ician. or expert on local history and 
mores. Officer historians oft en had to prove their usefulness to 
unsympathetic. skeptica l commanders, many of whom felt that 
their 8·38 or G~3s could do the job as well. Once the historian had 
won the confidence of hi s commander, he had to keep hi s 
function clearly separated from the work of unofficial historians 
who were compiling laudatory unit histories paid for by the 
subscriptions of unit members. 

There were also research problems. Because of security 
precautions and faulty filing. the historian did not have complete 
access to importanl ope rati onal documents. Sometimes impor
tant records were destroyed or integral file collections dispersed 
before he could get to them. Deaths. wounds. trans fers. 
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transportation difficulties. and the general pressure of events on 
important officers made it difricullto conduct interviews. Some 
of these problems reappeared in Korea and Vietnam. 

Korea 

Beginning in February 1951, the Army sent eight historical 
detachments to Korea and assigned them to Eighth Army Spe
cial Troops.! AI first one detachment attempted to supervise by 
correspondence the activities of the remaining seven. which 
were widely scattered in the field. When this arrangement 
proved too unwieldly, con trol of the eight detachments was 
conso lidated under the hislorian at Eighth Army headquarters. 
Toward the end of the war, the separate detachments were 
merged into one large detachment at Headquarters. U.S. Army 
Forces. Far East. a move which separated the historians from the 
units fighting the war and burdened them with additional staff 
duties. 

As in World War 11 . the tasks were enormous. The eig ht 
detachments in Korea had to cover the activities of one army. 
three corps. and six divisions. Some major commands. such as 
logistics commands. a nd some corps had starr historians . 
however. and some divisions appointed part·time historical 
oHicers. The Army ca lled up qualified reserve officers to 
command the historical detachments , but there were not enough 
of these and others had to be drawn from the personnel pipeline. 
The OHice of the Chief of Military History (OCMH) gave two 
weeks of orientation to detachment members before they went to 
Korea. 

Although OCMH could not supervise the detachments directly 
or even establish a uniform method for combat interviews. it 
could offer professional advice and request written reports. 
Based on after-action interviews. terrain analysis, and available 
documents. these reports focused largely on specific small unit 
actions which the detachments could cover comprehensively. 
Forwarded to OCMH through intermediate historical oHices, the 
raw reports were intended as reference and source material for 
the official histories to come. As the war progressed. however, 
the Eighth Army historian emphasized reviewing and polishing 
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reports as they passed up the chain of command. As a resuH 
historians spent more time behind desks and had less opportu
nity 10 gel to the field . 

Vietnam 

Because its people served under the Military Assistance 
Command. Vietnam (MACV). a joint U.S. command. the Army 
could assign detachments to Vietnam only after large Army 
units arrived and Headquarters, U.S. Army. Vietnam (USARVj. 
was formed in 1965.3 Activated in Hawaii. the first history 
detachment reached the war zone in September. Headquarters in 
Vietnam initially expected it would need only five additional 
detachments. but had to request sixteen more in November to 
cover the rapidly expanding involvement and in September 1966 
raised the total to twenty-seven. Ultimately all twenty-seven 
detachments. over three times more than in Korea. were de
ployed and assigned to subordinate commands and units. 
Because the command historian sometimes shifted detachments 
from unit to unit. a particular unit may have had a detachment 
assigned to it for only part of the war. 

As in earlier wars. it was difficult to find enough officers with 
satisfactory backgrounds or training. In 1965 only seventeen 
officers on active duty met the qualification for military 
historian . But this time the Army sought its historians among 
officers already in uniform and called no civ ilians to active duty. 
Yet the scarcity of profess ionally qualified historians in the 
early stages of the war was less serious than it might appear. 
Since the detachment commanders' mission was to preserve 
records and interview participants rather than to perform 
research or write monographs. it was more important for them to 
have broad experience in the Army and a working knowledge of 
its mores and procedures than to be certified historians. And as 
the war progressed. more officers with historical backgrounds 
came on active duty and, once in uniform. were assigned as 
detachment commanders. Many of those selected received 
training at OCMH and an orientation at Army headquarters in 
Vietnam to overcome gaps in pl'Ofessional backgrounds and 
prepare them for their new commands. 

In Vietnam detachments were assigned to field forces. 
divisions. separate brigades. and support commands. While the 
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USARV historian exercised "technical superv ision ," his influ· 
cnce on Ihe historical work of the de ta chm en ts was lim ited 
because Ih e unit 10 which each detachment was assigned wrote 
Ihe effi ciency report of the detachment comma nder anci because 
detachments were widely dispersed . Responding to co mplaints 
of isolation and insufficient historical guidance. Ihe USARV 
historian in August 1967 raised anew Ihc same question of 
command and cont rol Ihal had been raised in Korea and 
proposed centralizi ng control of the detachments in hi s office. 
Rathe r than assigning them to ou tlying units and co mmands , he 
proposed attaching them temporarily to specific units 10 perform 
spec iric tasks; commande rs of hos t units would not have 
operational control of the deta chments . The Chief of Military 
History demurred. Because of the rapid pace and scattered action 
of the war. he believed it was imperative for detach ments to be in 
the field. If the y were dispatched from a ce ntral headquarters 
such as USARV. transportation to the sce ne of action would be a 
constant problem. an d rield commanders would be less respon
sive and cooperative w it h outsiders from a higher headq uarters. 
For these reasons all detachmen ts continued to be assigned to 
outlying units until 1970 when some were reassigned to USARV 
headquarters. 

This type of assignment, however, permitted diversion of 
detachment commanders to other duties. While occasiona ll y 
assigned 10 study s pecific problems, such as the shipping 
backlog in 1965, they were routinely charged with preparing 
after-action reports and opera t ional reports. lessons learned 
(O RLLs). In an attempt to upgrade the histo ri cal value of the 
operational report and supplement the historical informat ion 
forwarded to higher headquarters, U.S. Ar my. Pacifi c. encour
aged the USARV historian to strengthen the historica l sec tion of 
the report. This effort met with some success, b ut the reports still 
absorbed much of the energy and time of the USARV historian 
and the detachment commanders and limited their time for 
purely historical work. 

The difficulties the USARV historian had in advising and 
assisting detachments were multiplied by lime and distance 
from the ultimatc users of thcir work. Army historical offices in 
Hawaii and Washington. The influence of th ese offices was 
limited \0 messages a nd periodic visits to Vietnam. The Chief of 
Military History also established a "pen pal" p rogram in which 
historians in Washington corresponded with all detachments. 
orrering technical advice and assistance as well as suggesting 
areas of inquiry. research topics. a nd names of people to be 
interviewed. 
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The fie ld his torica l program in Vietn am enjoyed a tec hnical 

advantage ove r those of earlier wars. The port able tape recorder 
proved invaluab le in individual inte rviews and in the combat 
inte rview program, an integral part of the de tac hme nt's mission. 
Field his torians recorded int erv iews with commanders and 
action officers on sta ffs and forwarded the tapes to theCente r of 
Mil itary History for storage and late r use as source material fo r 
the official histories of the war. 

Histo rical cove rage had to be expanded to include the 
important work of those w ho advised Viet namese units or 
programs. De tachments wcre not origi na ll y assigned to cove r th e 
advisory program because it was unde r the military assis tance 
command, a join t command. Later in the war U.s. Army, 
Vietn am, ass igned one detach ment in each of the four corps or 
regions in Sout h Vietnam tocove r theadvisorye ffort. While U.S. 
pacification adv isers su bmitted periodic reports to the mil itary 
assis tance command, the scat te red and constant ly moving teams 
advising Viet namese Army units fo und such reporti ng di Hi cult. 
In general. advisory reco rds were more co mplete a t highe r 
headquarte rs such as corps and field force, where staff and 
command journals were kep t, and less complete a t lower levelf 
where repo rts were made informally by phone, by rad io, or in 
person. Advise rs a t these lower levels could keep few wr itte n 
records because they we re co nsta ntly on the move and had li ttle 
access to office facilities. 

After the Vietnam War ended . military history detachments 
cont inued to make an impo rta nt co nt ri bution to preserving Ihe 
record of the Army. Of the three de tachme nts on active duty at 
this time, two arc stationed in Eu rope w here they cover the 
operation& of V and VII Corps. The detac hment loca ted in Ihe 
United Slates and assigned to Forces Command headquarters 
covered activities at the Fori Chaffee, Ar kansas, and Indiantown 
Gap Military Reservation, Pennsylvania, refugee reception 
centers. Reserve detac hments, attached to the division or com
ma nd with which they would most likely se rve on acti ve duty , 
participate with them each year in field or command exercises 
for their two-weeks' training. In the event of mobilization, they 
arc scheduled to be called to active duty and deployed quickly . 

From it s beginnings in World War II. Army and civilian 
historians have appreciated th e field historical program for 
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preserving hislo l'ical documenls and recording the views and 
recollections of participants. Although command and control 
arrange ments have frequently allowed the diversion of histori
cal detachments to routine staff duties. they have nevertheless 
proved invaluable. Without their work the compilation of recent 
military histories would have been more difficult and, in breadth 
and depth of coverage, impossible to match. 
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The Army 
Art Program 
Mariln R. MtNlughlon 

THE U. S. Army Art Collection is a rich and often neglected 
source of material for research and study in military history. As 
the student of military history becomes acquainted with war art. 
he discovers that historical illustrations are useful in a variety of 
ways. Sketches from sight are frequently the most authentic and 
sometimes the only descriptions of important battles. uniforms . 
and equipment of the past. Furthermore. modern narrative 
military paintings provide valuable insights into the life. 
thoughts. and feelings of the American soldier in his own time. 

Since man first marched off to war, battles and heroic feats 
have been popular subjects for painting and sculpture. MilitAry 
campaigns were commemorated on the temple walls of Egyptian 
pharaohs and Khmer emperors and in the palaces of Assyrian 
kings. Sculptures. relief panels. and vases of the intellectual 
Greeks and Chinese as well as the richly carved columns and 
arches of the conquering Romans also bear eloquent testimony to 
man's desire to memorialize his achievements in combat. 
E'uropean art in the Middle Ages was almost entirely of religious 
subjects. but the Renaissance in Italy brought about both a 
resurgent interest in commemorative sculptures and the creation 
of the earliest battle paintings on canvas or wood panels. Until 
the twentieth century. in the United Stales military art was the 
independent activity of a disparate group of courageous and 
industrious individuals. Throughout its history. nevertheless. 
the U.S. Army has fostered art by permitting both soldier and 
civilian artists to accompany troops and make sketches as the 
spirit moved them. 

Combat art has become important as historica l document, 
source of patriotic inspiration , and, in some cases, expression of 
artistic genius. The artist has played a diverse role in attempting 
both to record and to interpret his experiences in war. The 
advent of the camera in the nineteenth century reduced his role 
as a reporter without diminishing the value of his art as 

Mrs_ MtNaughton (B.A .. Ameritanl. a spedalisl on Ameritan military arl. is th~ 
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historical document. Since his function as a report er was not as 
necessary as before. the comba t artist had greater freedo m to 
communica te hIS impressions through perso na l interpreta ti on 
a nd to in vo lve the viewe r by a ppeali ng to his emotions . But the 
most successful military artists still mainta ined a balance 
between pe rso nal and visual reali ty. 

Each America n war si nce the Revolutio n has had it s own 
artists. As aide~de-camp on Ih e staff of Ge neral Geo rge Wash
ington. lobn Trumbull drew scenes of the War of Independence 
which he la ter deve loped into full-sca le ba ttl e painti ngs. A large 
number of paint ers and engrave rs recorded battlc sce ne s of the 
War o f 1812, but no one artist rose to p rominence. James Walke r 
tru dged with the troops and s ke tched the batt les of Contreras, 
Churu busco. a nd Chapullepec during th e Mex ican Wa r; Wins
low Homer s upplemen ted the wo rk of the great photographer. 
Mat hew Brady, in recordi ng event s of the Civ il War; w hil e a 
soldier assigned to the 71st Infa ntry in the Spani sh-Ame rica n 
Wa r. Charles Johnson Post vie w ed the bombardment of Santiago 
Bay from his transport and filled two ske tchboo ks durin g the 
San ti ago campaign. Frederic Remington rode wit h the 5th 
Cava lr y in the 1880s cove rin g th e Ind ia n ca mpa igns of thc 
northern p lains. Armed with sketchpad and pencil. these me n 
and sco res of oth ers deepened ou r knowledge of the in finite 
drudgery. horror. cou rage. a nd even hu mor of wa rfa re. Most of 
this art passed into private coll ectio ns and by the la ter pa rt of the 
ninetee nth ce ntury began moving inlo the Smithsonian Ins titu
tion and other museums. 

Establishment of the Army Combat Art Program 

In World War 1. as a result o f a Wa r Department decisio n to 
make a pictorial record of the terrain. uniforms. equip me nt. and 
actions of th e war. eigh t a rti sts se lected by Charles Dana G ibso n 
wen t to France to record the activ ities of the Ame rica n 
Expeditionary Forces. Afte r the war the art work was deposited 
permanently in th e Smithsonian Ins tit ution. and no las t ing 
program evolved from the pro jec t. 

The re was a more extensive effort in World War II. Late in 
1942. thanks to Assistant Secreta ry of War John J. McCloy and 
General Brehon Somervell. commander of the Services of 
Supply. the Corps of Engineers established a War Art Unit in it s 
Operations and T raining Branch. T roops Division. Associa ted 
American Artists. an organizatio n founded in 1939 by the arti st 
Reeves Lowenthal, re cruited artists for the War Arl Un it. In 
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1943. the War Department established an art committee. 
composed of leaders in the art world and military historians. to 
work closely with Associated American Artists and make the 
final se lections of ar ti sts. Some of the most talented painters of 
the 1930s and 40s were chosen- Reginald Marsh. Jack Levi ne . 
Joe Jones. Mitchell Siporin. Aa ron Bohrod. and Henry Varnum 
Poor. whose works are now much desired by major American 
museums. Through graphic arts. oil paintings. wa terco lors. and 
drawings. twenty-three military and twenty civilian artists se t 
ou t to make a pictorial record of the U.S. Army in time of war. 
They were instructed to depict events of outstanding military 
importance. incidents in the daily life of the soldier in training. 
frontline operations. combat and serv ice support . and charac
teri stic views of the co untryside in wh ich ope rations were 
co nd ucted. They ske tched and painted people. places. and 
equipmen t and documented each piece of art wit h inform ati on 
concerning the mi lit a ry unit. object. and persons dep icted and 
with the date and place of completion. 

The artists were assigned to teams which usually consisted of 
an officer. a civ ili an. and two technical se rgeants. Thirteen units 
went within fou r months to a ll theaters of operations. but the 
artists barely had time to reach thei r destinations when their 
tours were te rm inated fo r lac k of funds. Although the program 
lasted for only slightly longe r than s ix months, February to 
August 1943, approximately 2,000 pieces of ar t were produced. 
The War Department Art Committee screened these paintings 
and se lected 1.500 as of su ffi cient Iy high arti sti c or milit a ry and 
historical value for re ten ti on by the Army. Works not selected by 
the committee were returned to the artists. 

When Daniel Longwell . edito r of Life magazi ne, learned of the 
program's end, he visited the Secre tary of War a nd offered to 
employ some of the Army's civi lian artists. Life paid their 
sa laries. but the Army continued to furnish tra nspor ta tion and 
billeting. The Army reassigned some of the military arti s ts to 
other Army duti es where they conlinued to paint and organized 
others into a War Art Unit under the His torical Bra nch. 
Assistant Chief of S iaff, C-2. Finall y. however, questioning the 
propl'iely of dive rtin g funds for the prosecution of the war to the 
administration of the Ar my's art project. Congress terminat ed 
the program in the Military Approp ri ations Act of 1945 which 
provided thai 

no appropriation sholl be avai table hr paymtnt to or expenditure on 
accoun' of any civilian personnel employed oUlslde con,inen,al Uni,ed 
States to paint or otherWise pruduce war scenes CKcept by means or. 
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photography. or 10 paint portraits. or {or payment 10 or expenditure on 
account of IIny militllry personnel within continent lll Uni ted States who 
engage in duorative art projects or paLnting porlraitlllO the exclusion of 
regular military duties.' 

Initially the work of the War Art Unit of the Historical Branch 
was given to the Corps of Engineers. but responsibility shifted to 
the Pictorial Div ision of the Publi c Information Di vision, and in 
February 1945 to the War Paintings Office in the Bureau of 
Public Relations. By May 1945 the War Paintings Office had 
rece ived approximately 1,300 pai ntings, and an es timated 700 
more were expected lo come in from the field . A few months later . 
the Secretary of War transferred responsib ility for the war art to 
the Office of the Army Headquarters Commandant where a 
Historical Properties Branch was established to provide for 
coll ec tin g, processi ng, and preserving Army paintings and other 
objects of hi s torica l interest. In 1950 the art activity was 
transferred to the Historical Division of the Special Staff, later 
renamed Office, Chief of Military History. 

Prescnt Holdings and Program 

Pre-World War II Art : The Army Art Collection contai ns 
twelve small oil sketches of the battle of Chapultepec b y lames 
Walker who was in Mexico City at the outbreak oflhe Mexican 
War. When Americans were ord ered to evacuate, Walker fl ed 
over the mountains to Pueblo , joined the American forces, and 
se rved as a civ ili an in terpreter on the staff of Brig. Gen. William 
I· Worth . He remained with Maj . Cen. Winfie ld ScoU's army until 
it captured Mexico City. During the Civil War. encouraged by 
Genera l ScoU. Walker accompanied the Army of the Cumberl and 
and painted both the Battle of Lookout Mountain and the Battle 
of Chicko/lwuga. The Army owns boths of these paintings 
together with Thomas Nast's Soving the Flog . the only other 
Civil War painting in the collection. 

American World War II Arl : The War Department Art 
Committee's se lection or 1.500 paintings, watercolors, and 
drawings formed the nucleus of the Army's World War II art 
collection. Fu rther pictorial documentation of the war was 
undertaken by Abbott Laboratories. a manufacturer of medical 
supplies . With Associated American Artists serving as consu lt 
ants, Abbott sponsored seven different war art projects fro m 
1942 to 194 5. Under one of the war projects, Abbott produced. in 
cooperation with The Surgeon General's Office. a fine collection 
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of Army medical paintings by such well·l<.nown artists as John 
Steuart Curry, Peter Blume, and Joseph Hirsch. In 1945 Abbott 
presented this collection of 144 paintings to the Army. 

A miscellaneous group of 1,200 drawings and cartoons. 
including several "Sad Sack" and "Priva te Dave Breger" strips 
published in World War II editions of Yonk magazine, formed yet 
another addition to the Army collection in 1946. In 1955 Bill 
Mauldin augmented this group by donating four "Willie and Joe" 
cartoons which had been published in wartime issues of Stars 
and Stripes. 

Henry Luce formally presented the entire collection of 1.050 
Life paintings. which included Army. Navy. Air Force. and 
Marine Corps subjects. to Deput y Secretary of Defense James H. 
Douglas on Pearl Harbor day. 7 December 1960. The paintings 
were placed in the custody of the Army's Chief of Military 
History. who agreed to preserve the collection intact and display 
it publicly. 

German Art: Many of the countries in World War 1\, both allied 
and enemy. had war art activities. but from the outset Germany 
had the largest program, both in the number of artists employed 
and in their output. To supervise the program Hitler appointed 
Capt. Luitpold Adam, a World War I combat artist who took 
charge of the war painters and press artists in the Propaganda 
Replacement Center in Potsdam. The work of this group and the 
subsequent artists division of the German high command. also 
under Adam's direction, brought prodigious results. Thequality 
of the German works is uniformly high. although they had to 
serve the purposes of Hitler, who favored monumental realism 
and opposed expressionism. Within the restrictive bounds of 
realism, nevertheless, the German artists appear to have insisted 
upon a certain latitude in their choice of subjects. In any case, the 
resulting works give an impression of authenticity because 
Adam insisted that the painters work at the front during combat. 

At the close of the war, U.s. military government ordered that 
all art collections relating or dedicated to the perpetuation of 
Nazism be closed permanently and the wo rks seized. The office 
or the theater historian in Europe began to collect all available 
8rt works in this category. Gordon Gilkey. an Army Air Forces 
captain who was assigned the task or gathering the art. gave a 
fascinating report of his search for paintings in several 
improbable hiding places. Part of the huge Kunst dcr Fron! 
(Front Art) collection owned by Hitler was concealed in storage 
bins in a salt refining plant. and the smaller paintings from his 
collection were found in R second· floor dance hall in a cafe in 5t. 
Agatha, Austria. Gilkey found watercolors and drawings from 
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Luitpold Adam's high com mand co ll ection in the attic of an 
abandoned woodcUller's hut on the Czechoslovak border and 
Himmle r's 55 war art in the Kellheim Liberation Hall. The Haus 
der Deulschen Kunst (House of Ge rm an Art) and the basement 
of the Hitler Building in Munich yielded parts of the private 
co ll ections of Hitle r. Himmler. and Bormann. In 1947 the Army 
assumed cus tody of over 8.000 pieces of German war art 
assembled by Gilkey. and three years later the collection 
received a smaller group of historical objects and paintings 
collected by Army historia ns in Germany. Incl uded in the latte r 
group we re ceremonio l swords. medals. memorabilia of Her
mann Goering. and four wa terco lors painted by a yo uthful Adolf 
Hitler between 1914 and 1917. Between 1951 and 1956 this 
collection was reduced by the ret urn to the German governme nt 
of 1.600 pieces that we re determined to be neither militaristic nor 
propagandis tic, the donat ion of approximately 28 wate rco lors 
and drawings to Aus tralia and 26 to New Zealand. and the 
tran,fer of 300 pieces of a rt to the Department of the Ai r Force. 

Japa nese Art: Japa nese wa r artists produced enormous. often 
imagi nary. land and sea ba ttl e pai ntings for display in military 
museums and other official buildings. As early as November 
1945 Capt. Hermann W. Willi am. chief of the Historica l 
Propert ies Section. Military District of Washingto n. cabled U.S. 
Army Forces. Paci£i c. requesting that a ll ava il able Japanese war 
paintings and drawings be coll ected and shipped to the United 
Sta tes for inclus ion in an exh ibition scheduled for January 1946 
at the Metropolit an Museum in New York City. Captain 
Williams stated that the pain ti ngs would "be of permanent va lue 
to the War Department." The co llection was assembled in the 
summer of 1946. too late for the New York sho wi ng. and no 
further shipping inst ru cti ons we re issued by the War Depart
ment. The paintings rema ined with the Chief Engineer. General 
Headquarters. Army Forces. Pacifi c. until the summer of 1951 
when the Department of the Army directed that the war art be 
forwarded to Cameron Sta ti on in Alexa ndria. Vi rgi ni a. The 
shipment. co ns ist ing of 154 pai ntings. was received in the OHice 
of the Ch ief of Military History the following September and 
became part of the Army Ar t Collec ti on. 

The Japanese art was the subjec t of a numbe r of discreet 
inquiries from representatives of the Japanese gove rnmen t in 
the yea rs thai fo llowed. a nd in 1967 the Japanese embassy 
forma ll y req ues ted its return. In March 1970 the pain tings were 
lent to the U.S. State Department which in turn fo rwarded 
them on indefinite loan to the Japanese governme nt. They arc 
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presently located in the National Museum of Modern Art in 
Tokyo. 

Korean War Art: Although the Army prov ided no funds for an 
official art program during the Korean War. Robert Baer, a 
civ ili an cartogrllpher and painter. executed a number of 
drawings and paintings whic h were acq uired by the Offi ce of the 
Chief of Military History for inclusion in the Army Art 
Collection. 

Vietnam War Art: As the Vietnam War began 10 escalate, the 
Chief of Military History looked toward an art program for that 
war. Basic to the program as it developed was the conviction that 
the art history of the war should be recorded by the young and 
impressionable soldier as well as the mature professional artist. 
Thus the program provided for pic lorial documentation of Army 
activities by both civ ili an and military artists. selected from 
voluntee rs on the basis of competency by a Department of the 
Army art committ ee. 

The Army Chief of Staff approved the civilian po rtion of the 
program in March 1966. Thereafter OCMH recruited profession· 
als in the Washington area . and art societies recruited other 
artists in the New York and Boston areas . Selected artists 
traveled in an assigned area for a maximum of thirty days. 
observing and ske tching with a view toward producing 
paintings after re turnin g home. The Army paid their transporta· 
tion and other expenses and furnished 8rt supplies. As 
vo lunteers. however. civilian artists were not paid sala ri es and 
were not under cont ract to produce a specified number of 
paintings but were free to donate to the Arm y as many or as few 
works as they wished. The military portion of the program, 
annou nced in June 1966, called for the use of soldier artists, who 
were placed on temporary duty assignments of 120-35 days and 
worked in two· to five· man teams. Theteamsspenl sixty days in 
Vietnam visiting military units and sketching and photograph· 
ing the activities observed and then proceeded to Hawaii to 
translate their preliminary ske tches into stud io paint ings. The 
program was expanded in 1969 10 permit pictor ia l doc ume nta· 
tion throughou t the world. Civ ili an artists com pleted assign· 
me nl s not only in Vietnam but also in Thailand, Cermany. Korea. 
the Canal Zone. and the United S tates. including Alaska. while 
learns of soldier artists toured Vietnam. Thailand. and Korea. 

Allhough the Army artist was instructed to document 
completely each sketch and painting, he was given few 
instructions on subject matter. style. and technique lind was 
permitted almost complete freedom of expression. Consequently 
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artists nol on ly recorded firerights. swamp patrols. and village 
searches for hidden Viet Congo but they also depicted with 
compassion and rea lism a wounded so ld ier. a bereaved Vietn a
mese family. and a rela xed fellow artist surrounded by 
fascinated Vietnamese orphans. Varied in form and expression 
accord ing to the a rtist's individual interp re tat ions. the Vietna
mese co ll ection presents a broad view of man's experie nce in 
war. 

Portrait Programs: Portraiture also holds a significant place in 
the Army's picto ri al archives. T he earliest official program 
orig ina ted dur ing th e tenure of Secretary of War William Worth 
Belknap (October 1869-March 1876). Wit h th e centenn ial year in 
mind, Belknap and his assistants asse mbled portraits of a ll of the 
Secretaries of War who had served before that lime. They 
compil ed a list of forty fo rmer sec reta ries , including the two 
predecessors of the secreta ri es, Hora tio Cates. President of the 
Board of War in 1777-78, and Benjamin Lincol n, Secretary at 
War, 1781-83. 

They found on ly one portrait in the possession of the War 
Department-tha t of Timothy Pickering. who held office in 1795. 
Another painting, of Benjamin Linco ln . was purchased from a 
dealer in New York City. The remaining th irty-e igh t portraits 
were copied from existi ng portraits o r painted from life by some 
of the most talented artists of the period-Daniel Huntington. 
Hen ry Ulke, Robert Weir, and John Wes ley Jarvis. These 
port raits and those of s ucceed ing secretaries presently adorn the 
Pentagon corridors. 

In 1971 the Office of the Chief of Military History began a 
three-year program to com mission portra its of all Army Chiefs 
of Staff from 1903, when the office was created. to the present. 
This progra m was made possible by th e generosity of form er 
Secretary of the Army and Mrs. Robert T. Stevens who. in April 
1971, offered to finance the entire cost of the project. The twenty
six paintings, done by the best portrait painters available to the 
Army, hang in a specia l hall in the Pentagon. 

Minority Art: The Army Art Collection contains a negligible 
amo unt of minority art devoted to military participa tion by 
black Americans, Indians . Mexican Americans, Puerto Ricans, 
Oriental Americans. and women. Because of a steadily increas
ing numbe r of requests for exhibits of such material. the Chief of 
Military History devc loped a bice ntcnni al project for a group of 
paint ings on th e military cont ribUlion of minorities and ob tained 
the approval of the Army starr bice nt ennial committee. In the 
spring of 1975 eighteen artists who we re themselves members of 
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minority gro ups were commissilmed to execute painti ngs 
showing acts of heroism or other significant military contribu
tions by members of America n minorities from the Revolution to 
Vietnam. 

Use of the Coliection 

The Center of Military History maintains a comprehensive file 
on Army art as a research aid to students. writers. milit ary 
historians. museu m cu rato rs. and magazi ne and book publish
ers. A card index is cross-referenced by artist , titl e, s ize. and 
medium. A separate ca rd index includes subject. geogra phical 
area, nat ioneli t y. a rm of serv ice. theater of operations. and 
milit a ry orga nization. Another file of interest to scholars is the 
photographic index of art works in the co llec tion; app rox ima tely 
one half of the collection has been photographed and prints a re 
ava il able in albums for easy reference. A con tinu ing effo rt is 
made to search out and co ll ect biographical information on all 
artists represented in the collect ion. 

A conse rvat ion program invo lves both storage and handling of 
the active co llection and the re novat ion of app roximately 150 
paintings each year. Exhibits of fifteen to thirty pai ntings each 
are availab le for tempo ra ry showings by such public and private 
institu ti ons as muse ums. art ga ll eri es, schools . colleges, com
munit y cent ers. banks, department stores. and shopping cenlers. 
The ar t exhibits help to supplement written military history and 
encourage its stu dy a nd use by stimulating the viewer's 
imagi nation . One powerful wo rk of art can reflect vividly the 
significant fun ctions and acco mpli shments of the Army. 11 can 
permit easy mental reconstruction of the atmosp here in which an 
hi storical even t took place, and at the same lime it can illustrate 
both the American soldier's experience and his spi rit as 
pe rceived by the artj st. Thus the art co llection is used to 
stimulat e esprit de corps and foster public awareness of the 
Ar my's role in peace and wa r. 
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Military Museums 
and Collections 
IOleph H. Ewing 

THE student of military history should not confine himself 
exclusively to the study of books and written reference material, 
for he can become acquainted firsthand with the pas l in the 
collections of military museums. Like the library and archive, 
the museum is an important source of historical knowledge. A 
properly functioning historical museum systematically collects 
and preserves objects of historical signiricance. uses them 
selectively in the creation of exhibits for the genera l public, and 
makes its collection available for examination and study by the 
serious researcher and scholar. In visiting such 8 museum the 
sludent of military history may gain a fuller understanding of 
the problems and accomplishments of men in the past as he 
views such things as the clo th es they wore, the tools and 
implements they used, and the objects they created. In the 
museum he may learn what he cannot learn elsewhere. He can 
appreciate, for example, what a Sherman tank is on ly whe n he 
has actually seen one. By viewi ng and examining a museum's 
artifacts he may discover, for instance, how dHficull it was to 
load the 1808 Springfield musket or how heavy and awkward to 
carry was the SCR 300 backpack radio of World War II. 

The power of the artifact in teaching military history is 
attested to by the chief historian of the Army: 

If one picture is worth a thousand words. as the proverb would have it. 
what shall we say about the value. not of II representation but the 
physical object itself-in its original shape. form, and even dre .. ? ... 
The wriler can only bring hi, subjects back to life on a written page 
through document. and words: the curator ~an resurrect the obiects 
themselves as they originally were. and has a built-in visua l advllnlage.' 

Although the restrictions inherent in a museum exh ibit do not 
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permit the treatment of any subject in great dept h , still a well
executed historical exh ibit may st imulate the visitor to turn to 
written history to learn more a bout the subject he ha s 
encountered. On the other hand. some of the exhibits he sees in a 
museum may nol actually broaden hi s knowledge but reinforce 
and clarify what he already knows. 

For the sensitive visitor, a historical museum can create a 
sense of kinship with the past. The disposition of men to seek 
continuity with their ancestors and with life in earlier times may 
find its fulfillment in museums and at hi sto rical sites more than 
anywhere else. The coat worn by Wolfe at Quebec, a ca nnon 
surrendered by Burgoyne at Saratoga, the Lexington Green. or 
the Petersburg crater may produce a special awareness of a 
particular historical period. event . or person orawaken interest 
in military history in general. 

There are three main groups of U.S. military museums-those 
maintained by the armed forces; by federal civil agencies; and by 
states. cou'lties. municipalities. and private institutions. 

Museums Maintained by the Armed Forces 
It was not until 1962 that the Army estab lished a formal policy 

of preserving material evident;:e of its history. With the 
publication of Al'my Regulation 870-5 in 1962. all existing Army 
museums were placed under the supervision of the Chief of 
Military History. who assumed ultimate responsibility for the 
collection. co ntrol. and preservation of all historical pl'opel'ties 
throughout the Al'my and established a cen(ral catalog of these 
artifacts. Previously such preservati9n depe nded largely upon 
th e degree of interest of the post or .o~gQ n izational comma nder. 
and artifac ts in untold number were abandoned or discarded 
over the years because their his(o rical value was unknown or 
unappreciated. Many, nevertheless, did s urvive. As early as 
1854 the Ordnance and Arti llery Museum was established at the 
U.S. Military Academy; it later became the West Point Museum, 
today the oldest museum in the Army. The Army Medical 
Museum (now the Armed Forces Medical Museum) came into 
being in 1862. The Springfield (Massachusetts) Armory Muse
um dates from app ro ximately 1871, the Rock Island (Illinois) 
Arsenal Museum (now the John M. Browning Memorial 
Museum) from 1905, and the Al'my Ordnance Museum at 
Aberdeen Proving Ground (Maryla nd ) from 1919. Except for the 
Field Artillery Museum at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, founded in 1934. 
all other Army museums were established in the 19405 or later. 
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Approximately sixty-five museums make up the Army 
Museum System. With the exception of that at West Point. they 
fall into four fairly distinct categories-branch. post, arsenal. 
and organizational. The West Point Museum is exceptio nal by 
reason of the size and scope of its collection and the size of it s 
professional staff. While man y of its holdings relate to the 
history of the U.S. Military Academy. by far the larger part 
illustrates the hi sto ry of the U.S. ArmY"il a whole as well as the 
history of warfare through the ages. Thus. it tend s to approach 
the concept of a national Army museum. The Army 's museums 
are listed and their collections described in detail in the Guide to 
U.S. Army Museums and His toric Sites. l a publication of the 
Army's Center of Military History. A sampling of the holdings of 
some of the branch museums will give some indication of the 
scope and conte nt and diversity of the Army's museum col1ec
tions. 

A branch museum is concerned with the history of a major arm 
of service within the Army, such as infantry, a rtillery . or 
quartermaster. a nd usually operates as part of a branch school. 
Among the la rger museums of this type is the Field Artillery 
Museum at Fort Sill. contained in eight separate exhibil 
buildings, most of them historic structures on the Na tion al 
Register of Historic Places. The museum's collection includes 
U.s . and foreign field pieces from the sixteenth century to the 
present. In its "cannon walk ," a 700-yard display of field 
artillery. is "Atomic Annie." the ZBO-mm. gun that fired the 
world's first a tomic artillery round in 1953. 

At Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland, the Ord nance 
Museum co llection represents ordnance development mainly 
since the int roduction of smokeless powder. In addition to small 
arms. the collection includes tanks. self-propelled a nd towed 
guns, and motor vehicles. U.S. armored vehicles are displayed in 
single file in the "mile of tanks" along a main road of the proving 
ground. The museum also maintains a Chemical Corps collec
tion. which it acq uired upon the closi ng of the Chemica l Museum 
in 1972. 

The Patton Museum of Cavalry and Armor at Fort Knox, 
Kentucky, treats the history of U.S. armored forces and their 
equipment. It has a large collection of armored fighting vehicles. 
both U.s. and foreign. some of which are maintained in 
operational condition and are used to stage demonstrations for 
the public during the summer. The museu m displays the 
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personal effects of General George S. Patton, Jr. for whom it was 
named, including his ivory-handled pistols. and the limousine in 
which he was riding when he suffered fatal injuri es in 1945. The 
history of horse cavalry, as distinct from a rmor, is preserved and 
displayed in the U.s. Cavalry Museum at Fort Ril ey. Kansas. 

The sto ry of the American foot soldier is told in the National 
Infantry Museum at Fort Benning. Geo rgia. with weapons, uni
forms, and equipmen t since colonial days. The museum also 
has a broad interest in the infantryman regardless of nationality. 
as indicated by thirty-eight foreign countries represented in its 
small-arms collection. Its Japanese weapons collection is 
believed to be one of the most complete in the world. 

Among the holdings of the Quartermaster Museum at Fort Lee. 
Virginia, are co llections of uniforms dating from the Re volution
ary War. insignia and chevrons. and military saddles. this la st 
one of the most complete in the country. Also on display is the 
caisson which carried the body of Jefferson Davis to his grave in 
Richmond in 1689. 

Army transportation methods are shown in so me dioramas at 
the Transportation Museum at fort Eustis. Virginia. while 
others trace the evo lution of transportation beginning with the 
Stone Age and progressing through the development of the 
wheel. balloon. coach. and canal barge. Heli cop ters , fixed-wing 
aircraft, expe rimental aircraft. railway cars and steam locomo
tives. trucks, and amphibious vehicles are found in the collec
ti on. 

The Aviation Museum a t Fort Rucker, Alabama, displays an 
extensive coll ection of fixed- and rotary-wing aircrart in telling 
the history of avialion in the U.s. Army. It has the largest 
collection of military helicopters in the world. 

The Engineer Museum at fort Belvoir, Virginia, preserves 
military engineer equipment. uniforms, insignia. flags. maps, 
and small a rm s. Among its items of special interest are maps 
prepared by French engineers at the s iege of Yorktown in the 
Revolutionary War and the sh ip's whee l recovered from the 
sunken Battleship Maine. 

The Army has more than twenty post museums al such 
stations as Fort Leavenworth, Kansas; Fori Huachuca, Arizona; 
the Presidio of San Francisco, California; Fort Bliss. Texas; and 
Fort Monroe. Virginia. The post museum is mainly concerned 
with preserving and depicting the history of the post and 
frequently the milit a ry history of the local region. even though 
that usually predates the establishment of the post. Where a 
branch museum exists. it is usually the only museum on post and 
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may ass ume the fu nc tion of a post museum. The Field Ar tillery 
Museum at Fort Sill , fo r example. devo tes pe rh aps half of its 
effort to presenti ng the history of the post and local area. Many 
Arm y installations wi thou t museu ms have sma ll co ll ec tio ns of 
historical art ifacts, an excell ent example be ing the numerous old 
cannon displayed on the grounds at Fort Lesley J. McNair, Wash· 
ing ton, D.C. o rten smaller histo rical items may be displayed in 
an offi cers' club, chapel. or headquart ers building. 

Only four museums fa ll under the arsenal classi fi cation. First 
among these is the venerable Springfield Armo ry Muse um, 
which holds one of the world's most complete co llections of small 
arms. It is operated by the National Park Service, to w hic h the 
U.S. Army Center of Military His tory lent the collecti on. The 
John M. Browning Memoria l Muse um (Rock Is land Arse nal ) 
uses part of its co ll ection in special exhibits of Browning's 
automatic weapons. The Picatinn y Arsenal Museum at Dover, 
New Jersey , mai ntains a co ll ection of U.S. and foreign explosive 
ordnance; and the Waterv li et Arsenal Museum, Watervlie t, New 
York, shows the use of artillery throughout history and displays 
cannon, howitzers, and morta rs, the earliest dating fro m 1742. 

Organi zational museums operate primarily fo r the benefi t of 
troop morale and esprit de co rps and are devo ted almost enti rely 
to un it history. The 82d Airborn e Division Museum at Fo rt 
Bragg, No rth Carolina, and those of the lsi Cava lry Div ision and 
2d Armored Div ision, both at Fort Hood, Texas. arc such 
museums. There are a few regime nta l museums, such as the Old 
Guard Museum main tained by the 1st Battalion, 3d Infantry, at 
Fo rt Myer, Vi rgin ia. 

The Navy's two princi pal collections are the Navy Memo ri al 
Museum at the Washi ngton Navy Ya rd, Washi ngto n, D.C., and 
the U.S. Naval Acade my Museum at Annapolis. Maryland. Two 
museums are devoted to submari ne history, one at the submarine 
base at Groton, Co nnecticut, and the other at the submari ne base 
at Pearl Harbo r, Hawaii. A nava l aviation museum is located at 
Pensacola, Florida. Other Navy museums include the Seabee 
Muse um at Lit tle Creek, Vi rgin ia, and the Museum of the Naval 
Trai ning Cen ter at San Diego, Ca lifo rn ia. 

At Wrigh t·Patt erson Air Force Base, Dayton, Ohio, is the U.S. 
Air Force Museu m, the centra l museum of that service. It 
dis plays more than 125 aircraft and missiles, both U.S. and 
fo reign. Ot her aviation museums are the Hangar 9 Museum at 
Brooks Air Force Base, Texas, specializing in aerospace 
medicine, and the Air Force Space Museum at Cape Ke nnedy. 
Florida, devoted principall y to space ex ploration. 
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The U.S. Marine Corps Museum is situated at the Washington 
Navy Yard in the History and Museums Division of the corps 
headquarters. In its collection are uniforms. battle flags, 
weapons, dioramas, and substantial holdings of personal 
papers, photos, and documents. Smaller Marine Corps museums 
aTe at Quantico, Virginia: Parris Island. South Carolina; and 
Bars tow, California. 

The Walter Reed Army Medical Center, Washington, D.C .• is 
the home of the Armed Forces Medical Museum, which exhibits 
items for bOlh the genera) public and for pathologists and other 
medical professionals. At Albuquerque. New Mexico. the Sandia 
Atomic Museum. operated by the Defense Atomic Support 
Agency. displays unclassified nuclear weapons and associated 
equipment used by the Army. Navy, Air Force. and Marine 
Corps. 

Although the Army National Guard is rich in military history 
and tradition. it has few museums re cognized as such. The New 
York State Military Museum. its largest . occupies space on the 
first and second floors of the state capitol in Albany. Some other 
states display objects related to their military history in the 
capitol or other state buildings but have no organized museums; 
many old-line National Guard organizations maintain trophy 
rooms wh ich displa y memorabilia related to the unit's past. 
Information concerning National Guard collections and muse
ums should be requested from the various state adjutants 
general. 

Museums Maintained by Federal Civil Agencies 

Within the vast holdings of the Smithsonian Institution in 
Washington. D.C., are two distinguished military history 
collections. Its Museum of History and Technology displays an 
impressive store of military and naval artifacts. including 
firearms, edged weapons. uniforms. headgear. and insignia. The 
National Air and Space Museum of the Smithsonian. filling a 
large new structure on the Washington mall. includes an 
expansive collection of aircraft and missiles, many of them 
military. The National Park Service admi nist ers some seventy. 
five museums (visitors centers) at battlefield sites and old forts 
throughout the United States, most containing collections for 
study. Professional and technical support . including the design 
and production of all exhibit s. is furnished these museums by the 
Park Service's Harpers Ferry Center at Harpers Ferry. West 
Virginia. 
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Museums Maintained by Other Agencies 

Many museum collections are maintained by states , counties , 
municipalities, and private institutions. Thousands of such 
collections are found throughout the United States, a small 
number of which are primarily, if not exclusively, military, In 
this category, for example, are the Indiana War Memorial, 
Indianapolis, Indiana; the War Memorial Museum of Virginia, 
Newport News, Virginia; and the Admiral Nimitz Center, 
Fredericksburg, Texas. Some art and science museums display 
military artifacts. such as the splendid examples of old arms and 
armor in the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York. State 
historical societies are prime sources of information concerning 
the location of museum collections in their respective states . 
Also, much detailed information is available in the latest Officio I 
Museum Directory and the Directory of Historical Societies and 
Agencies in the United States and Canada.' 

Even though opportunity to visit them might be limited, the 
student of military history should be aware of foreign military 
museums: he may need to correspond with them for information 
otherwise unobtainable. In Ottawa is the impressive Canadian 
War Museum, a branch of Canada's National Museum of Man. 
England offers the museum visitor a rich experience in the 
extensive collection of the Imperia) War Museum, The Tower 
Armouries, and the Nationa) Army Museum, all in London. and 
the National Maritime Museum in Greenwich. Among the 
outstanding military museums on the European continent are the 
Tojhusmuseet in Copenhagen, the Musee de la Marine and the 
Musee de !'Armee in Paris. the Heeresgeschichtliches Museum in 
Vienna, and in Stockholm the Armemuseum and the Stat ens 
Sjohistoriska Museum (National Maritime Museum) . Other fine 
museums are the Wehrgeschichtliches Museum at Rastatt and 
the Bayerisches Armeemuseum at lngolstadt , both in the Federal 
Republic of Germany; in Madrid the Museo del Ejercito Espanol 
and the Museo de la Real Armeria; the Musee Royal de I'Armee et 
Histoire Militaire in Brussels, and the Leger~en-Wapenmuseum, 
in Leiden. Holland. Perhaps the most useful guide to foreign 
military museums is the Directory of Museums of Arms and 
Military His tory. published by the International Association of 
Museums of Arms and Military History in Copenhagen in 1970. 
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Copies may be obtained from the secrelary 01" the association. cl o 
the director of the National Army Museum, Royal Hospital Road, 
London S.W. 3, England. European Military Museums. by I. Lee 
Westrate,4 is another excellent reference . The International 
Council of Museums, 1 rue Mioilis, 75 Paris 15- France, operates 
the ICOM·UNESCO Documentation Center, which is able to 
furnish information on museums in all parts of the world. 

Use of Military Museums and Collections 

Military museums vary greatly in the size of their collections; 
in the size and adequacy of their physical plants, staffs. and 
financial resources; and thus in the extent and quality of the 
services they provide. Most museums serve the general public 
with interpretative exhibits that are both attractive and 
historically accurate. and answer written and verbal inquiries 
concerning objects in the collection. The military history 
student. or the specialist. naturally benefits from these exhibits. 
but he also may wish to examine and study specific objects in the 
collection. Within reasonable limits, most museums will give 
him access to the objects he needs and provide working space. In 
some cases a museum's own research on its collection may not 
be adequate because of what it considers the more pressing 
needs of public exhibitions. guided tours. and the like. 

Few armed forces museums offer any formal educational 
programs. The most notable exception is the West Point 
Museum. whose staff members. using artifacts. conduct class
room lectures in military history at the U.s. Military Academy. 
Many military museums, however, conduct guided tours for the 
general public and for school. college, and professional groups. 
The Guide to U.S. Army Museums and Historic Sites (see 
footnote 2) lists all U.S. Army museums as well as Department of 
Defense, federal. state. municipal. and private military museums 
throughout the United States and briefly describes their 
collections. 

Military Historic Sites 

Throughout the United States numerous forts, arsenals. and 
battlefields recall the military past of the nation. The more 
important of these are listed in the Notional Register of Historic 
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Places. issued by the Department of the Interior. Established by 
law, the register includes not only property of national 
significance but also districts, siles, bUildings. structures, and 
objects of importance at the state and loca l levels.! Many of these 
sites. such as Kings Mountain, Fort McHenry, Gettysburg. and 
Fort Sumler. are operated by the National Park Service. Historic 
sites are frequenlly found on installations of the armed forces , 
and some of these are integrated with the local installation 
museums. Examples include the Rock Island Arsenal, Rock 
Island, Illinois; Fort Leavenworth, Kansas; and the National War 
College Building at Fort Lesley I. McNair, Washington, D.C. 

The Council on Abandoned Military Posts ,' a nonprofit 
organization interested in the identification. restoration. and 
preservation of old military installations, is another source of 
information. It publishes a monthly newsletter and a quarterly 
scholarly magazine . Additional information on military histori
cal sites may be obtained from The Ollicial Museum Directory 
and the Directory of Historical Societies and Agencies in the 
United States and Canada (see footnote 3). 

In his contact with museums the student of military hi sto ry 
may come to appreciate the almost limitless historical treasures 
within their collections. He may find that museums supplement 
and reinforce the knowledge derived from reading and documen
tary research and serve to intensify his interest in this field of 
learning. And he may find a degree of inspiration. 
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The Place of 
Unit History 
Sll nley R. Connor 

P ROUD sold iers form the backbone of any successful military 
organization. Skillfully used by the commander, unit history can 
be most valuable in instilling a strong sense of pride in the 
members of a company, battalion, regiment, or other Army unit. 
The study of unit history has sometimes been compared to 
ge nealogy, and the analogy is not a bad one. Just as knowledge of 
ancestry often creates a sense of pride in one's forebears, 
awareness of a unit's past can help to create esprit de corps for an 
organization. Americans are exceptionally proud if they can 
trace their lineage back to the Mayflower, but many families. 
representing waves of relatively recent immigration, are quite 
new to the Un ited States. It is much the same in the Army. Except 
for those organizations in the Army National Guard that can 
trace their lineage back to colonial days, the vast majority of aU 
Army units began in this century. 

Obtaining prepared unit histories is not always easy. Many 
are published in limited quantities, if at all, and are often soon 
out of print. Because the use of incorrect history could damage 
the morale of a unit. the authenticity of existi ng hi stories should 
be determined th rough carefu l examinat ion before acceptance. 
The New York Public Library probably maintains the best 
collection of p~blished unit hi s tories . They are listed in His· 
tories. Personal Narratives. United States Army: A Checklist 
by Charles E. Dornbusch {1967-includes some unit histories in 
other collections). The U.S. Army Military History Institute 
maintains another good collection of unit histories. both 
published and in manuscript. cataloged in United States Army 
Unit Histories. Special Bibliographic Series 4 (1971) . The library 
of the U.S. Army Field Artillery School has a more specialized 
collection cataloged in Artillery Unit Histories (1955). The U.S. 
Army Center of Military History maintains bibliographies on all 
divisions, most combat arms regiments. and a few other 
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organizations; some bibliographies show the locations of the 
volumes. The center also has one-page summaries, available 
upon request. of the actions of each division in World War II. 
Other possible sources for unit histories are libraries. publish
ers, used book dealers, and veterans' associations. Current lists 
of known veterans' associations are maintained by the Commun
ity Relations Division, Office of the Chief of Public Affairs, 
Department of the Army, Washington. D.C. 20310. 

Very few unit histories were published before the Civil War, 
and man y of those were more in the nature of memoirs or 
journals. Examples are Teresa Griffin Viele's Fol/owing the 
Drum: A Glimpse of Frontier Life (New York. 1858), which 
pertains to the 1st Infantry; and Lawrence Kip'sArmy Lifeon the 
Pacific: A Journal of the Expedition Against Northern Indians 
... (Redfield, New York, 1859). which provides information 
about Company F. 4th Regiment of Artillery (now 5th Battalion. 
1st Field Artillery). After the Civil War a multitude of unit 
histories appeared, most either written by men who had served 
in the organizations or sponsored by the states that supplied 
them. Bibliographies of these histories, by state or region, 
continue to be prepared by Charles E. Dornbusch in Regimental 
Publications and Personal Narratives of the Civil War: A 
Checklist (1961-). Historical sketches of Union organizations 
are in Frederick H. Dyer's A Compendium of the War of the 
Rebellion (1908, 1959). A good starling place for histories of 
Regular Army regiments in the late nineteenth century is The 
Army of the United Stol es: Historical Sketches of the Stoff and 
Line, edited by Theophilus F. Rodenbough and William L. Haskin 
(lag6). Its sketches originally appeared as separate articles in 
the Journal of the Military Service Institution of the United 
States between 1892 and 1896. 

By the turn of the century the War Department was taking a 
more acti ve interest in the heritage of its organizations and 
prepared A Bibliography of State Participation in the Civil Wor 
... {three editions, 1897, 1898, 1913}, which is quite useful. The 
Adjutant General's Statistical Exhibit of Strength of Volunteer 
Forces Ca lled into Serv ice During the War With Spain ... (lS99) 
includes some information about volunteer units in that war. 
The Order of Bottle of the Land Forces in the World War, 
prepared in three volumes by the Historical Section, Army War 
College P931- 49}, provides similar data for units during World 
War I, including more detailed information about divisions. 

A great number of unit histories ap pea red in the years 
following World Wars I and II and the Korean War, again written 
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mostl y by unit members or sponsored by the organizations 
themselves. Most narrative unit histories today are similarly 
prepared, but some compilations or histories have been 
published by interested individuals not necessarily connected 
with the Army. In addition to the already mentioned volumes of 
Dyer and Rodenbough and Haskin, Fred A. Berg's Encyclopedio 
of Continental Army Units {1972} covers many of the organiza
tions that served in the Revolutionary War. Bruce Jacob's 
Soldiers: The Fighting Divisions of the Regular Army (1958) is 
about Regular Army divisions in World War II. Some contempor
ary authors are producing histories of units in the past, such as 
Hugh Rankin's North Corolina Continentals (1971). And service 
journals, such as Infantry and Army, often note or review unit 
histories. 

Not all unit histories appear in print. In addition to those 
manuscripts in the U.S. Army Military History Institute, the 
Center of Military History receives annual supplements from 
several active units. usually Regular Army and Army Reserve 
organizations. They vary from one-paragraph summaries to a 
few excellent histories. Students who are writing theses or 
dissertations often prepare unit histories, One example is 
Patrick Daniel O'Flaherty's "History of the Sixty-Ninth 
Regiment of the New York State Militia, 1852-1861" (Ph.D. 
dissertation. Fordham University, 1963). Many are listed in 
Doctoral Dissertations in Military Affairs. by Allan R. Millett 
and 8. Franklin Cooling (1972-updated annually in Military 
Affairs ). 

Many units, especially smaller ones. have no written histories . 
but some historical information about them is usuallyavailable . 
Such unit records as muster rolls. operations or after-action 
reports, morning reports. and other similar documents are 
inva luable. Most of these records are now in storage at one of 
several records depositories. including the National Archives in 
Washington , D.C. The National Archives also holds the unit 
histories that The Adjutant General required regiments to 
prepare araund the beginning of this century. Other sources 
include local historical societies. museums, former unit 
members. the state adjutants general for National Guard units, 
and. when active. the units themselves. Informa tion co ncerning 
the var ious possible sources is included in a pamphlet, 
Organizational History: lis Preparation and Use. prepared and 
distributed by the Center of Military History. 

The hi story of a unit manifests itself in many ways other than 
in written form-tangibly in such symbols as flags. co lors, and 



'" A Guide 10 the Study and U .. of Militlry Hillory 

standards. s treamers for campaigns and decoratio ns, distinctive 
insignia, shoulder sleeve insignia. and organizational historical 
property. Intangibly. special traditions and customs and the 
spirit of an organization a lso reflect its history. Each symbol, 
whether tangibl e or intangible. has an important role in 'unit 
espril. 

During the nineteenth century considerable confusion existed 
as to the accepted procedures and met hods for determining the 
history of Army unit s and their entitlement to honors for 
participation in various campaigns. After World War I many 
units with long histories and numerous honors were demobil
ized. The Historical Branch, War Plans Division, General Staff, 
published it s Outli nes of History of Regiments. United States 
Army in 1921 . And during the 19205, to prevent loss to the active 
Army of those units with the most s ignificant heritage, the 
Historical Section of the Army War Co llege began determinidg 
unit continuity. The section also guided the War Department 
General Staff on unit historical matters and monitored unit 
history preparation. With the tremendous changes that occurred 
during and immediately after World War II, the Organizational 
History and Honors Section of the Historical Division, War 
Department Special Staff, was es tablished in 1947 to continue 
the work of the Historical Section, Army War College. Today, 
after several reorganizations, the unit lineage and honors 
function is performed by the Organizational History Branch, 
Center of Military History . 

The basic document showing a unit's his tory is the official 
Lineage and Honors Certificate. which is prepared and issued by 
the Center of Military History to all flag-, color-, and separate 
guidon-bearing units that are organized under a Table of 
Organization and Equipment. These ce rtificates outline major 
organizational changes and list official campaigns and decora
tions for unit s of all components-Regular Army, Army Reserve. 
and Army National Guard. The original certificate is suitable for 
framing and prominent display within the unit's area. 

The certificate is divided into two parts. The first traces the 
history of the unit, in brief out line form. from its beginning 
through its various reorganizations, redesignations. and other 
changes up to the present. The- second portion lists the unit's 
campaign participation credits and decorations . (AR 672-5-1. 3 
lune 1974, Decorations, Awards and Honors-Military Awards, 
describes authorized unit decorations and lis ts recognized 
cam paigns with inclusive dates.) In order of precedence, U.S. 
decorations for Army units are the Presidential Unit Citation 
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(Army-formerly Distinguished Unit Citation), the Valoro us 
Unit Award, and the Merito ri ous Unit Commendat ion. The 
Valorous Unit Award. the most recently established. is 
authorized for actions on or afte r 3 Augusl1963 and so has been 
awarded only to uni ts that we re in Vietnam. The Pres idential 
Unit Citation is authorized for actions on or after 7 December' 
1941. and the Meritorious Unit Comme ndatio n for those on or 
after 1 January 1944 , 

The U.S. Army Ins titut e of Heraldry uses the hi storical data 
provided by the certificates in creating coals of arms displayed 
on unit co lors and un it insignia worn on uniforms. The U.S. 
Army Support Activity , Philadelphia, uses the honors portions 
of these certifi cates as the basis for issuing campaign and 
decoration streamers and s il ver bands for display with unit 
flags, colors, or guidons, Asterisks are used on the certifica tes of 
regimental elements organ ized under the Combat Arms Regi
mental System to denote those honors for which an element is an 
"earning unit ," and their s treame rs have an additional device or 
wreath. The Adjutant General fu rnis hes certificates for each 
U.S. unit decoration awarded. Honors are also the basis for 
ribbons and emblems that unit members wear on their uniforms. 

While Lineage and Hono rs Certificates are not intended to be 
full histories of units, they do form the framewo rk around which 
mo re complete histories can be written. Because the meaning of 
many of the terms used on the ce rtifi cates is often misunder
stood. a glossary is included in most volumes of the Army 
Lineage Series prepared by the Center of Military History. The 
CMH pamphlet Organizational History: Its Preparation and Use 
suggests content and format for unit histories and provides 
references and sources for inform'ation about Army organiza
tio ns. Although the Department of the Army neither prepares 
nor require s units to prepare unit histories, many major 
commands do. Those that arc prepared should agree with the 
data shown on the unit's official Lineage and Honors Certificate. 

The Center of Military History furnishes other cerlificates 
that ass ist in fostering esprit de corps-those for unit days, 
special designa tions, and memorial awards. A unit da y, 
commemorating some notewo rthy event in the life of the 
organization, is se lected by the unit for annual celebration in 
ceremonies and spec ial activities. The date ma y be the one on 
which the unit was first organized or on which it performed some 
outs tand ing feal. The 1st Air Defense Artillery. for example. 
celebrates 20 March to commemorate its actio ns as the 1st 
Regiment of Art illery a t the battle of Churubusco in 1847 during 
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the Mexican War. Unit special designations. or nicknames. are of 
two types: traditional-those associated with the unit for at least 
thirty years, and distinctive-less than thirty years. The 10151 
Airborne Division uscs "Screaming Eag les" as its traditional 
designation, while the 7th Cavalry has "Garry Owen." An 
example of a distinctive designation is "Truck Masters," selected 
by the 24th Transportation Company in 1974. An organization 
with a particularly distinguished history may select a memorial 
award for annual presentation to a unit member. It is presented 
in remembrance of 8 combat action in which the unit participated 
or in the name of an outstanding former member. 

Units down to the separate company, troop. or battery should 
accumulate and permanently retain aU significant historical 
data. Units are required to establish an organizational history 
file for such items as unit histories, photographs. copies of 
Lineage and Honors Certificates, correspondence about unit 
lineage and honors. and other material relating to the unit's 
history and traditions. The file is never retired. During periods of 
inactivation or at other time when the unit is unable to care for it. 
the file is kept in a records storage facility and is returned 
whenever the organization can again maintain it. (See AR 340-2 
and 870-5.) 

Volumes of the Army Lineage Series prepared by the Center of 
Military History highlight the background and accomplish
ments of units. Each volume has a narrative history of a branch 
of the Army and, in compact form, the history and honors of each 
major unit within that branch. In addition to tracing the 
evolution of individual branches. this series presents a capsule 
history of the entire Army and gives insight into the reasons for 
most organizational changes. A prerequisite to an understanding 
of unit history in today's combat arms is a sound knowledge of 
the Combat Arms Regimental System, which is explained in 
recent volumes of the series. Each book contains illustrations 
and descriptions of the official coats of arms and distinctive 
insignia, as provided by the Institute of Heraldry, for major 
units. These volumes are useful at all levels of command, the 
Department of the Army staff. service schools, various training 
programs. and for the general public. Like other CMH publica
tions. they are available for issue to authorized recipients 
through normal publications channels or they may be purchased 
from the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing 
Office. Washington. D.C. 20402. 

The firsl lineage volume. published in 1953 and covering the 
infantry, is now out of print. A revised version, Infantry. Part I 
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(1972) . includes Reg ul ar Army infantry regiment s . Pori fl . on 
Army National Guard and Arm y Reserve unit s . is scheduled for 
later publication. Pori I of theArmor-Covolry vo lume (1969} has 
historical da ta on Regular Army and Army Rese rve regiment s. 
while Part II (1972) covers those of the Army National Guard . 
Other volumes planned for thi s series will be on armies and 
corps, di visions and separate brigades, air defense artillery. fi eld 
artillery , engineers. medi cal, ordnance, signa\, military poli ce . 
and possibly other service and support organizations. A special 
volume. being prepared in conjunction with the Arm y's 
participation in the bicentennial obse rvan ce. is entitled "The 
Continental Army" and will include the li neages and honors of 
Continental Army unit s during the Revolutionary War. 

Unit history has many uses . It can help the commander in 
inspiring members of his command to excel in garrison or in the 
field. Heraldic symbols are tangible illus tra tions of a ri ch 
heritage. In addition to members of the unit it self. unil history 
oft en serves others. Quite frequentl y it provides the historian, 
socia l scientist. or net ion writer with material for a stud y of a 
war or campaign, a biograph y or autobiograph y, a sociolog ica l 
study. or a novel or short story . A sense of communit y pride may 
even stem from a unit hav ing bee n rai sed or having served in an 
area, And veterans use unit hi story in remini sc ing about their 
service with relatives and friends. 
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Military History 
in the Army 
School System 
Brooks E. Kleber, Col. Roy K. Flint , 
and Chute. S. Ha ll 

I N his letter to the Chief of Starr in 1970 that led to the 
establishment of the Department of the Army Ad HocCommittee 
on the Army Need for the Study of Military History, Brig. Gen. 
Hal C. Pattison. then Chief of Military History, contended that in 
the 1950s the Army's higher schools had turned away from the 
teaching of military history , traditionally an integral part of 
officer education. The net result, he thought, had been that 
officers in the 1960s paid the price of "neglect of the lessons oflhe 
past."l General Westmoreland's mandate to the committee 
consequently placed heavy emphasis on the question of the place 
of military history in Army school curricula, and some of the 
most significant conclusions and recommendations of the 
committee concerned this subject. 

The committee found General Pattison's contentions right, 
that while interest in military history on civilian campuses had 
increased over the preceding twenty years. the Army had 
"shown less interest in teaching the subject in service schools 
than it did before World War II ." Its first general recommenda
tion called for the U.S. Continental Army Command to introduce 
a "progressive coordinated history program into the Army 
educational system." (ANSMH Cmte Rpt. 1:51, 56.) 

When the committee met in 1971, responsibility for mosl oflhe 
Army's service schools , the Command and General Staff College, 
and the Reserve Officers' Training Corps (ROTC) and associated 
programs resided with the Continental Army Command; in the 
1973 reorganization of Army commands they were transferred to 

1. Llr. BrI,.Con. Poul ... " lO CO". WIIII.m C. Wotlmo~l.nd.CSUSA.30 !ul70.t<>p, In CMHfll ... On ,~. 
""mmillN ~porl (ANS MH Cml" Rpl l . nd II, pOri In ,h. '''''''''' ollhlt Cuid •. ON .hov •• For.word 

Dr. Kleber IPh.D .. Pennsylvania). Chid Historian of the Army's Training and 
Doctrine Command. is coauthor of The Chemicol Warfare Service: Chemicals in 
Combat (U.S. Army in World War II) . Colonel Flint (Ph.D .. Duke) is Professor of 
History at the U.S. Military ACBdemy. Dr. Hall IPh.D., Columbia} is an the 
faculty of the Army WBr College. His publications include Benjamin Tallmadge: 
Revolulionary Soldier and American Businessman. 

351 



'" A GuidI! 10 thl! Study and Un of MilIl"y Hillory 

the newly created U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command. 
ThO'! United States Military Academy and the Army War College 
operated at the time and continued to operate in 1977 under the 
direct control of Headquarters. Department of the Army. The 
teaching of military history in all these educational settings 
came under the ad hoc committee's examination. and only in case 
of the Military Academy did the committee make no recommen
dations for changes and improvements in the teaching and use of 
military history. The following account sets forth the status of 
military history instruction in 1977 at aU of these levels. with 
some emphasis on the committee's recommendations and how 
they were carried out. To some extent, of course, the whole 
system is, and perhaps always will be, in a state of nux. 

United States Military Academy 

The purpose of the Military Academy is to educate and train 
professional oHicers for the Regular Army, and military history 
has always held an important place in the curriculum. In order to 
meet the requirements of the Army for oHicers capable of 
assuming the diverse responsibilities inherent in 8 modern 
defense establishment and who also possess detailed knowledge 
in various areas , the academy seeks to strike a balance between 
breadth and specialization in its academic program. The cadet is 
required to take several courses in each major discipline but is 
allowed to choose an area of concentration in either basic 
sciences, applied sciences and engineering, national security and 
public affairs, or the humanities. While an area of concentration 
is not the equivalent of a college major, it can, when taken in 
conjunction with ~he broaderof£erings, provide a sound basis for 
future study at the graduate level. At West Point, history is 
offered within both the national security and public affairs and 
the humanities areas of concentration. 

Each cadet, regardless of his area of concentration, must study 
either modern European. world, or American history during his 
sophomore year and take a course entitled "History of the 
Military Art" during his junior or senior year. The latter course 
indicates the Military Academy's professional as well as 
academic responsibilities; among the traditional university 
functions of education, scholarship, and service, the last is 
somewhat more strongly emphasized than at other academic 
institutions. 

The academy has taught the history of the 8rt of war in one 
form or another for well over a hundred years. The t wo-semesler 
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course, "History of the Military Art," as it is presently 
constituted began 10 take shape in the mid·1960s. While 
preserving the traditional focus on the evo lution of the military 
ar t, this course now presen ls more of the political and societal 
context in which wars have been waged; i.e., the causes and 
consequences of wars now receive more emphasis. The cadet 
examines the conduct of wars as well as the peacetime activities 
of military institutions in light of the milieu in which they 
ex isted. 

This complex material is presented in terms of evo lutionary 
themes, referred to as threads of continuity. They include 
strategy: tactics; logistics; generalship; military theory and 
doctrine: military professionalism; technology; and political, 
social. and economic factors influencing the nature of war. The 
evolution of these factors, the relationships among them, and the 
reasons they have changed form the structure of the course. 

A thematic approach provides several significant benefits . By 
studying military history over a broad time span, the student can 
isolate and anal yze the critical reasons for changes at different 
junctures in history. Ideally, such a process sharpens the cadet's 
judgment so that he will better understand contemporary 
military developments; it also builds the foundation for a 
broader and deeper understanding of war that will help the 
graduate make sound decisions and give useful advice as he 
moves through positions of increasing responsibility in the 
Army. 

"History of the Military Art" is divided into subcourses 
covering various periods: ancient and early modern warfare 
through the eighteenth century, the Napoleonic wars, the 
American Civil War. World War I, World War II in Europe and 
the Pacific. together with several military conflicts since World 
War II. Although the course offers a selective survey of the 
history of the military art, the cadet studies two operations, 
Napoleon's lena campaign and the battle of Vicksburg, in 
considerab le depth to give him a more realistic understanding of 
the events that transpired and to develop his ability to conduct a 
detailed historical analysis. 

In addition to this required two·semester course, the Depart · 
ment of History also offers a number of military history 
electives, ge nerally taken during the junior and senior years. 
These include two popular courses, "The History of Revolution· 
ary Warrare" and "War in the Twentieth Century," which are 
offered each semester, as well as broader, nonoperational 
electives such as "War and Its Philosophers," "The Development 
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of Air Power," "The Development of Sea Power," and "The 
American Military Experience," presented less frequently. Since 
the institution of a visiting professorship in mili tary history in 
1972, each holder of the chair has offered a one-semester course 
in his area of principal specialization or ioteres!. 

Perhaps Ihe major dHference between leaching military hi s
tory at the Military Academy and other academic institutions is 
the low student-ta-instructor ratio. Each instructor teaches ap
proximately sixty-rour students in four separate sessions of six
teen students each, a ratio which gives him the opportunity to 
conduct the class more as a colloquium than as a lecture. This 
allows the student to participate in give-and-take discussion 
with the instructor and to probe him for answers 10 questions: it 
also enables the instructor to know hi s students individually. 
Classroom discussions are enli ve ned by a variety of visual 
instructional a ids and are supplemented by occasional lectures, 
rilms, televisio n programs, and demonstrations of weapo ns and 
equipment by the curators of the West Point Museum. 

Assigning active-duty officers as instructors has a number of 
advantages, particularly in teaching military history, but it also 
results in an annual turnover of one-third of the oHicers within 
the department. Because of the personal method of teaching in a 
small classroom, continuous attrition makes the selection of 
instructors a vital and time consuming task which shapes the 
character of the en tire department. 

The department head's criteria for se lecting military history 
instructors include a s trong desire to teach cadets, excellent 
performance in duty assignments, and potential for academic 
achievement and growth. In addition it is desirable for military 
history instructors to have attended the Command and General 
Staff College before reporting for duty: to date about ninety 
percent of the officer instruclors have done so. Those selected as 
instructors attend graduate school. usually for two years, to 
study under noted historians with an interest in military history 
and to earn an M.A. degree. Some continue their work toward a 
doctorate and complete Ihe requirements while at West Point. 
New instructors in military history also receive several weeks of 
instruction during the summer preceding their first year, 
including a tour of selected American battlefields. Therearter the 
instructor's continuing education is a product of his own 
initiative and the needs of the department. In addition to 
educated cadets, the system of teaching history al the Military 
Academy produces middle-grade officers with a greatly in
creased understanding of war and peace. 
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Military history increases the cadet's understanding of how, 
through the whole sweep of history, man has used war to achieve 
his goals; helps him perceive the relationships between strategy 
and policy, between tactics and technology, and between the 
military profession and society at large; and, finall y, helps him 
appreciate his place in the profession of arms as a newly 
commissioned officer. By causing him to reflect upon how 
military commanders and statesmen of the past handled their 
problems, the Military Academy can alert the cadet to the 
demands that will be placed upon him as he matures to higher 
commands and responsibilities. 

Reserve Officer Training Program 
The Reserve Officer Training Program was established by the 

National Defense Act of 1916, and from the beginning military 
history instruction was an integral part of the program. 
Privately printed manuals supported all ROTC instruction for 
many years, and they provided some coverage of military 
history. The manual for 1922, for example, contained 106 pages 
of military history concentrated primarily on military policy 
rather than campaigns. By 1932, however, the historical 
accounts had shifted to military operations exclusively. 

The ROTC program was suspended during World War II and 
underwent extensive study and changes in the immediate 
postwar period. A major revision in the curriculum took place in 
1951. The new 480-hour curriculum contained thirty hours of 
instruction in American milit ary history which emphasized the 
principles of war and stressed the history of the Army and of 
leacJ.ership to add meaning to the detailed factual information 
presented. In 1956 the Office. Chief of Military History, first 
developed a text for the course (see Chapter 11). 

Further revisions of ROTC curricula took place periodically 
during the 1950s and 1960s. Most of these changes resulted from 
pressures in the academic community to substitute academic 
cou rses for military subjects and to eliminate instruction which 
was not up to college level. such as training on crew-served 
weapons. In 1965 an Army advisory panel on the ROTC 
reviewed several proposa ls and recommended a new curriculum 
which included sixty classroom hours of world military history 
in the fre shman year and ninety hours on national securit y and 
the concept of force in the sophomore year. The Department of 
the Army approved this as a developmental program, and in 1968 
eleven schools adopted the new curriculum. which was known 
as Option C. Almost immediately work began on another 
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revision. a flexible one that allowed more academic substitution. 
Hair of the 360 hours then required would be professional 
military courses taught by military instructors . The other half 
would consisl of academic subjects which could be taught by the 
academic faculty. Although American and world military 
history were two subjects which could be taught by the academic 
faculty, about fifteen or twenty hours of American military 
history were included in the first year course, "Fundamentals of 
Leadership and Management." The Department of the Army 
approved this curriculum as another option in 1969. 

When the ad hoc committee met in 1971, colleges and 
universities could choose from five ROTC programs. Three 
iucluded 30 hours of American military history ; one (Option C) 
contained 60 hours of world military history; and one, the 
curriculum approved in 1969, had 15 to 20 hours of military 
history augmented by those history subjects {enri chment 
courses) taught by the academic faculty. 

Most of the committee recommendations with regard to the 
ROTC curricula were general. The one precise recommendation, 
that the required hours of military history in the 1969 curricu lum 
be raised to thirty, was not approved by the Department of the 
Army-doubtless because of a desire to maintain the flexibility 
so necessary for a changing educational philosophy and for the 
acco mmodation of a wide spectrum of institutions with ROTC 
programs. These were, after all, the reasons for having a choice 
of curri cula in the first place. In any case, in school year 1975176 
the large majority of ROTC students did receive the thirty·hour 
block of American military history. For this course the Office, 
Chief of Military History, provided its revised and much 
improved text in 1969, with an updated version in 1973 to 
provide more current coverage of the Vietnam War (see Chapter 
11). 

The ad hoc committee recognized a basic prerequisite for an 
adequate ROTC program in military history. competent instruc· 
tors, and it recommended the assignment of at least one officer 
with a graduate degree in hi story to each ROTC unit. As this 
recommendation came at a time when many military subjects 
were being phased oul of the ROTC program, it coincided with 
increased demands from colleges for ROTC instructors with 
advanced degrees in several fields. The Army decided to rely on a 
broader program, an advanced degree program for all ROTC 
instructors, to improve academic qualifications of teachers of 
military science and tactics and so rejected the committee's 
specific recommendation. In the advanced degree program. 
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instructors with a master's degree were to have a three-year 
stabilized ROTC tour; those not having that degree were to be 
permitted up to two years of study at a civilian institution to 
work toward it, followed by a two-year stabilized tour of 
instructor duty. 

In terms of upgrading the academic qualifications of ROTC 
instructors genera ll y, the program was highly successful. The 
proportion of professors and assistant professors of military 
science with advanced degrees increased from only 8 percent in 
academic year 1968/69 to 64 percent in 1974/75. As of February 
f9'f6'"the figure was 66 percent. While no distinction was made as 
to the disciplines in which these degrees were earned. history 
undoubtedly received its share. 

Meanwhile. a major st udy of the officer corps started in 1974 
had significant impact upon the ROTC program. Under the 
Officer Personnel Management System (OPMS), the assignment 
of oHicers to ROTC duty no longer would be by grade and branch 
with graduate degree in unspecified disciplines. Rather, officers 
would be assigned by grade and OPMS specialty. with graduate 
degree requirements corresponding to that specialty. Although 
precise requ irements had not been determined in 1976, there was 
no reason to assume that ROTC requirements for officers with 
advanced degrees would decline significantly. 

As approved, committee recommendations called for partici
pation of the civilian faculty in teaching ROTC cadets military 
history. either in the core curriculum or in enrichment courses. 
Some colleges and universities offered military history courses 
within their own history departments wh ich served as approp
riate substitutes for the ROTC requirement. Team teaching 
continued to be an effective device which combined the talents of 
military and academic instructors in the presentation of military 
history. Cuest lecturers added varicty' and depth. 

A six-week military history workshop, conducted since 1968 
at the United States Military Academy, has also improved the 
qualifications of some ROTC military hi story instructors. This 
program includes seminar discussions. guest lecturers, library 
research, and the preparation of monographs. In 1972, the 
Department of the Army asked the Continental Army Command 
to restudy thc workshop requirement, particularly in view of the 
expected impact of the advanced degree program. but its value 
was solidly reaffirmed. These workshops have served as 
excellent training vehicles for selec ted professors and assistant 
professors of military science to prepare adequately for their role 
as military history instructors . 
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Branch Service Schools 

Although branch service schools da le from 1824, when the 
Artill ery School of Practi ce was es tablished at Fort Monroe, the 
presen t sys tem look shape afte r t he reorganization of the Army 
in 1920. During the peri od between the two world wars, service 
schools s tressed II broad education and included the forma l 
study of military history in the basic and advanced officer 
co urses. For example, in the ea rly 19205 the Infantry School's 
bas ic course contai ned 66 hours of criti ca l s tudy of selected 
campaigns, and it s adva nced co urse had 91 hours of formal 
military history. Some schoo ls s tudied military history in 
rela tion to the particul ar afm or branch. The Artillery School 
adva nced course after World War J con tained 25 hours of 
"lectures on selected campaigns wit h particul ar reference to 
Field Artillery," World War II forced the abando nment of such 
"edu ca tiona l" subjects as the schoo ls stressed the acce lerated 
trai ning of large numbers of offi cers. 

Post· Wo rl d War II a tt empts by some bra nch schools to 
reins titu te mi li tary history in their curricula were thwarted 
primaril y by more press ing leaching requirements. In 1954, a 
survey of fourteen branch schools revealed that only t he 
Chemica l Offi cer Advanced Course provided formal instruction 
in milit ary history. By the earl y 1970s some basic courses did 
include one· hour pe ri ods on the history of the particular branch. 
Although branch advanced courses benefi ted from extensive use 
of histori cal examples in tegrated into regu lar instruction, there 
was little or no history in the core cu rricu la, and, at the ti me the 
ad hoc committee mel, onl y a few schoo ls offered military 
histo ry electives. 

For the bas ic cou rses, the committee recommended a two· hour 
block of instruc ti on on t he im porlance and value of the study of 
milit ary his tory and two hours on the history of the particu lar 
branch . Two milit ary hi story electives should be offered in the 
advanced courses, one operationally oriented and the other 
emphasizing civil·milit ary rela tionships. Rea lizing the fut ili ty 
of offering mili ta ry history courses without qualified people to 
teach them, the committee recommended that a minimum of two 
spaces be va lida ted for officers possessing maste r's degrees in 
hi s tory for each school conducting an advanced course. 

The Departme nt of the Army concurred in the recommended 
basic course requi rements but eli minated any reference to 
minimum hours. It ag reed that two military history electives , "of 
diverse so phistication," should be included in each advanced 
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course curriculum. And it also agreed that "one or two spaces" in 
each branch school should be validated as graduate degree 
positions in history; incumbents would teach history and advise 
fellow faculty members on matters of military history. 

In addition the committee recommended that the Continental 
Army Command (CONARC) deve lop some instruction for officer 
candidate school students who had not been exposed to military 
history as college undergraduates. This instruction, which 
should approximate the ROTC American military hi story 
course, should be given no later than th" branch basic courses . 
This recommendation was never approvL .~; neither the relatively 
short length nor the performance·oriented training cha racteris· 
tic of both OCS and the basic courses were conducive to teaching 
military history . 

By school year 1974/ 75, CON ARC and the Training and 
Doctrine Command had carried out the other recommendations . 
CON ARC directed the Command and General Staff College to 
prepare instructional packets consisting of scope, outline, and 
bibliography for the two military history electives which were to 
be included in the adva nced course curricula. One course was 
called Topical Military History , the other Ad va nced American 
Military History. While some schools used this material. others 
developed their own military history electives. an approach 
Cacilitated by the assignment of Qualified instructors to the 
branch service schools. Even so, there was no precise uniformity 
in offerings. The Armor School. for example, offered but one 
military history course during school year 1974/75 , as pari oClhe 
core curriculum. The Field Artillery School offered five military 
history electives in its advanced course ranging from an 
evaluation of warfare through the ages to the role of the military 
in the modern world. The Air Defense School offered two 
military history electives, one a review of American military 
history, the other 8 reading seminar which examined generalship 
and technology in warfare. The Infantry School offered a well· 
received world military history elective. taught by an officer 
instructor who was a Ph.D. candidate in hi sto ry at Duke 
University. 

By 1975, however, a change in the length of branch school 
advanced courses was aHecting the elective program. The 
Training and Doctrine Command determined that advanced 
co urses wou ld be reduced Cram thirty·six to twenty·six weeks. 
This change, which took place in the school year 1975/76, forced 
out all elective courses. A survey of branch schools in 1976 
indicated that only one intended to retain milit ary hi story 8S part 
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of the core curriculum. Other schoo ls planned to integrate 
military history into the instruction, although thai subject 
would not constitute a teaching objective. The removal of formal 
military history presentations from advanced course curricula 
naturally eliminated the need for officer instructors with 
advanced degrees in history. 

The whole matter of reducing the length of advanced courses 
became interwoven with the formulation of the Officer Person
nel Management System which was taking place at the same 
time. One of the ramifications orlhe system was a review orlhe 
advanced degree program and a decision to limit civilian 
schooling requirements to skills and areas dictated by officer 
specialties. 

The Command and General Staff College 

In 1966, the Department of the Army's Haines Board, convened 
to review the Army's school system, described the Command and 
General Staff College at Fort Leavenworth as "the keystone of 
the Army educational system in the tactical application of 
combined arms and services." From its inception in 1881 as the 
School of Application for Infantry and Cavalry, this institution 
presented instruction in military history. Refinements in the 
curriculum resulted from the influence of Capt. Arthur Wagner 
immediately before the Spanish·American War and the stimulus 
of Elihu Root's sponsorship and Maj. John Morrison's instruction 
after that war. If the period preceding World War I can be 
characterized as the time of intellectual ferment in the teaching 
of military history at Fort Leavenworth, the 1920s can best be 
described as one of pragmatic. utilitarian endeavor. During 
World War I. Leavenworth graduates had served in high 
command and staff positions and had organized training schools 
based on the Leavenworth model. Conrident of the soundness of 
the Leavenworth method as modified by their wartime expe· 
rience, they returned to reestablish the Army school system. The 
National Defense Act of 1920 provided for the progressive 
military training of officers from West Point and the Reserve 
Officers Training Program through the branch service schools 
and the Line and General Staff College at Fort Leavenworth to 
the Army War College. 

The prevailing posl·World War I educational philosophy was 
best expressed by a colonel in a 1921 issue of the Infantry 
Journal. To be an active and intelligent participant in the era that 
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had just begun. an oHicer "must know. not only the military 
condition of the United States, but he must know its history. its 
political. industrial. and financial conditions, and the hopes and 
aspirations of its people,"2 This kind of thinking ensured the 
place of history within the curricula of the Army service school 
system during the interwar years. 

In 1923 the institution at Fort Leavenworth was renamed the 
Command and General Staff School, and the curriculum that had 
evolved by that time was to remain substantially the same until 
World War II. A course in psychology and leadership, emphasiz· 
ing American characteristics, included general historical st udies 
and studies that dealt more specifically with such American 
military leaders as Grant. Lee. Sheridan. and Sherman. A course 
in logic was later combined with one in military history, while 
courses in military geography. strategy. and legal principles 
drew heavily upon the study of military history. The school's 
annual report for 1921 indicated the rationale for such measures: 

Purely theoretical .tudies ... even though they consist largely of the 
discuslion of concrete situ8tions. are not considered lufficient to adjust 
the oHicer's mind to actual conditions. In time of peace. Milit8ry History 
must be rtllied on forl nformalion 88 to the actual conditions of war. Asa 
consequence ... the course in Military History and Strategy is 
scheduled to proceed hand in hand with the course in Tactical and 
Strategical Studies. Corps and Army. for the purpose of illustrating the 
actual workings of the principles discussed in the laller course.' 

Despite good intentions for broadening the scope of military 
history. courses stressed for the most part military operations in 
the field. Although course hours and content r1uctuated during 
the years up to World War II. the objective of military history 
remained that stated in the 1921 annual report. In the last year 
before World War II disrupted the school's operations, 53 ofl.073 
total classroom hours were devoted to military history. 

The first special World War II streamlined course. which 
began in December 1940, contained 318 hours of instruction and 
243 hours of appl~catory exercises. Both formal instruction in 
military history and the use of historical illustrations were 
discarded entirely. Operational lessons learned were to be the 
only vestige of military history. The post·World War I1 
Leavenworth curriculum was an extension of the wartime 
model. Formal instruction in military history did not reappear 
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until 1952, when historical examples were introduced into the 
core cu rriculu m as a means of ill ustrating the principles of war. 
By 1957 the curri culum included 21 hours of historical examples 
and one hour on the histo ry of Fort Leavenworth. In add ition, 
each student s pent about 55 hours on a leadership paper 
involving rudimen tary his torical resea rch and some 16 to 32 
ho urs of historica l illustrations were written into lesson plans. 

By 1960 the upward trend was reversed and formal instruction 
in military history was reduced to a three-hour course. the 
purpose of w hich was the encouragemen t of self-study. These 
three ho urs were eliminated in 1965 in favor of a mo re 
comprehensive elective milit ary history course. The use of 
historical examples to re in fo rce general instruction continued, 
and ten hours of leadership case studies were introduced. In 
1967. as result of a Haines board recommendation. the college 
expanded its program of electives, including those in military 
his tory. 

When the ad hoc committee met in 1971. the core curriculum of 
the Command and Gene ral Staff College contained no formal 
instruction in military histo ry, although case studies and 
historical examples continued to be used. The college itself 
offered three military history electives-"Military History," 
"Topica l Military History ," and "Development of Combat 
Divisions-Free World and Communist Powers."Ten history or 
history-related electives from the University of Kansas. Kansas 
State University, and the University of Missouri at Kansas City 
were also available. The lack of qualified instructors at the 
Command and General Staff College was a problem in the 
military history elective offerings in 1971. None of the eleven 
instructors who taught two of the military history courses had 
graduate degrees in history, all hough two had masters in other 
disciplines-English and mechanical engineering. A similar 
situation existed in the third military history elective. 

Ad hoc committee recommendations approved by the Depart
ment of the Army included the following: improving the quality 
of current military history electives within the college as faculty 
expertise improved: introducing electives in the criticaianaiysis 
of actual tactical ope rations and in strategic studies: validating 
at least three spaces as graduate degree positions in history; and 
encouraging nearby co lleges to offer more military history 
electives, The Department of the Army deferred action on a 
recommendation for restu dy ing the feasibility of a visiting 
professor in military histo ry. 

The large majo rity of these approved recommendations were 
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carried out . The catalog of resident courses for the academic year 
1977178 listed ten military history electives taught by the 
facuity, while five more hi story courses were presented by 
professors from the University of Kansas. The college facult y 
also taught 29 hours in the common curriculum. including an 18-
hour block on the U.S. Army in the twentieth cen tur y. Equally 
important , historians were introducing a theater operations 
exercise and a two-major-corps ta ctical exercise. Three of the 
five officers teaching military history had masters in hi story. 
one had his Ph.D. in history. and one had met all doctoral 
requiremen ts but the defense of his dissertation. The military 
staff was supplemented by two civilians with doctorates in 
hi sto ry and by a visiting professor in the John F. Morrison Chair 
of Military History established in 1974. 

The Army War College 

Military history has traditionally formed an important part of 
the instruction fo r s tuden ls at the Army War College. Studies of 
campaigns and leadership to derive lessons from the past can be 
found in the curriculum of the Army's senior educational 
ins titution from its inception at Washinglon, D.C .. in 1901. This 
Iype of study. emphasizing military operations in the field. 
reached its zenith in the years between World War I and World 
War II. when much time. both in and out of the classroom, was 
devoted to analyses of earlier campaigns and battles and foreign 
military institutions. Students toured Civil War battlefields in 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, and distinguished 
military historians such as Douglas Southall Freeman lectured 
frequently at the college. 

Unlike the Command and General Staff College. the Wa r 
College closed its doors durin g World War II. When it reopened 
after the war it was at a new location, first at ForI Leavenworth. 
Kansas, and after 1951 at Carli sle Barracks, Pennsylvania-and 
with a new curriculum refl ect ing new concepts of professional 
education for senior officers. The emphasis had shifted from 
field operations to the realm of national military planning and 
policy and management problems. The approach was interdisci
plinary. and the tools of study more frequently political science. 
international relations , economics, and psychology than mil· 
it ary history per se. The formal leaching of military history that 
had characterized the interwar period disappeared from the 
curriculum, though the use of military history for illustrative 
examples as part of the interdisciplinary approach did not. 
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In the various curriculum changes since the early liflies . the 
study of military history has increased both in terms of Cormal 
instruction and as part of the interdisciplinary approach. The ad 
hoc committee report in 1971 concluded thai coverage within the 
core curriculum was adequate . The committee proposed a 
threefold definition of military history that furnished a 
framework for War College curriculum planners and professors . 
The committee's definition included (1) operations (tactics. 
strategy. and leadership, to mention the most important 
aspects): (2) administration and technology, such as the 
functional and professional activities of armed forces. doctrines. 
organization, manpower, training, and weapons and their 
development; and finally {3J the military establishment and 
society, dealing with the national and international aspects of 
national strategy in war and peace, the elements of national 
power, and the role of Ihe armed services strategies in achieving 
national objectives. Since the War College seeks primarily to 
educate rather than train. the educational aspects of military 
history have been emphasized. 

For the past several years the curricu lum a t the Army War 
College has had two major elements: a Common Overview to 
provide the core of professional knowledge essential to each 
graduate. and an Individual Concentration (elective) phase to 
allow each student to meet individual professional needs. The 
Common Overview exposes the student to the historical 
backgrounds of the United States and the leadi ng nations of the 
world to aid him in assessing the domestic and international 
issues that affect U.S. national security. The approach during 
these core courses is interdisciplinary. and history in general 
and milit a ry hi sto ry in particular is woven into the fabric of 
instruction. 

A much more intensive and extensive use of military history 
can be found in the Evolution of Military Strategy course of the 
Common Overview. Here the three elements of the definition of 
military history come into play: operational. administrative and 
technical. and the military and society. All students are exposed 
to the development of military strategy/ military history with 
special emphasis on the "great captains" and military strategic 
thinkers here and abroad. Thus. a definite milit ary historical 
framework for all War College sludents is part of the required 
course. 

The Individual Concentration phase gives the student an 
opportunit y to explore military history in greater depth. In this 
as in the Common Overview. the War College has received 
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excellent coopera lion from the U.S. Army Military History 
Institute (MHI-see Chapter 12) . Since 1971 the institute's staff 
and since 1973 visiting professors at the institute have offered 
elective courses. Each visiting professor has conducted a 
seminar in military history as an elective for War College 
students in addition to other services. such as advising students 
and guid ing study projects. 

Elective courses provide a range of choices in the general field 
of history as well as specifically in military history. Among the 
specific military history courses a student might choose are: 
Contrasts in Command, Changing Nature of Modern Warfare, 
and Strategic Issues of World War II. Gene ral courses with 
historical content include: Arms control: An Element of National 
Security; Nuclear Strategy: Policy and Planning; Politico
Military Dimensions of National Policy; Contemporary Issues in 
U.S. foreign Policy; and War and International Law: The Kaiser 
10 Kissinger. Area courses also have historical con lent. for 
instance, Africa: Problems and Promises: China as a World 
Power: Middle East Political Dynamics; and Soviet Power and 
Policy. 

Bes ides formal curricu lar offerings, War College students ha ve 
other opportunities to study military history. The commandant 
conducts wide-ranging small group discussions with alt 
members of each class, and distinguished active or retired 
members of the armed services who visitlhe college can draw on 
professional experience stretch ing back in some cases to before 
World War II. One of the highlighls of the academic year is the 
Gettysburg Battlefield tour which is open 10 students, their 
families , and guests. A presentation on the st rategy, tacti cs, and 
events leading up to the day of battle precedes the tour. During 
the academic year the Military History Institute sponsors a 
se ries of evening meetings, "Perspectives in Military History," in 
which some of the leading military historians here and abroad 
discuss their current research. The institute also provides 
publications and exhibits. 

Perhaps the most interesting and rewarding experience is the 
Oral History Program sponsored by the MHI. An average of 
about twenty students per year debrief senior retired Army 
generals and other distinguished military and civilian leaders 
and analyze earlier debriefings . These interview sessions make 
the student keenly aware of the significance and importance of 
military history in the education of the professional officer. 

In summary, the current War College curriculum represents an 
interdisciplinary approach to fulfilling the college mission. A 
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strong underc urre nt of mil itary hi story flows through the 
Common Overv iew courses and especially th e Evolu tion of 
Milit ary Stra tegy cou rse. Almos t ha lf of th e Ind ivid ua l Co ncen
trati on co urses ha ve a direct rela ti on to his tory and to milit a ry 
his tor y in parti cular. Other educa tiona l and profess ional 
opportu nities also exis t ou tside the seminar room at the War 
Coll ege fo r the studen t to purs ue an interest in milita ry hi story . 



The Use of Military 
History in Staff Work 

ON the eve of th e Civil War the Secretary of War received two 
communica ti ons. One-a treati se on camels and their use in 
warfare-was sparked by Jerrerson Davis's interest in the 
possibility of importing camels and employing them in the 
American so uthwest in the place of horses and mules. The 
second came from a jun ior Engineer officer who pointed out thai 
the system of coastal defe nses along the Atlanlic seaboard 
wou ld be largely ineffecti ve against a maritime power. In the 
process, he gave a short account of amphibious landings 
undertaken since 1400 A.D. to demonstrate how the state of the 
a rt had changed and how vulnerable the United Slates was to 
invasion from the sea . The trea ti se on camels argued Ihall heold 
ship of the desert still merit ed a place in warfare. while th e 
engineer emphasized the impact of modern technology. s uch as 
the introduction of new steam vesse ls and more deadly weapons. 
upon military planning. 

Wh ether the issue concern s the retention of the old or the 
adopt ion of the new. th e tell ing points are frequently d rawn from 
military hi s tory . For generations s taff officers have ma rs haled 
foc ts and figure s to s upport th e pros and cons or a case. Potentl y. 
the officer who is poorly gro unded in military history will often 
operate a t a disadvantage in th e s taff arena. 

It is thus unfortunate th ai as a rule the young officer ente rin g 
hi s first assignme(lt on a staff will ha ve little time to devote to the 
stud y of mili tary hi story . In most cases. he wi ll soon become an 
action officer res ponsible for a speci fi c area and will be 
immersed in current operations. Work ing against deadlines. he 
will be under co nstant pressure to prepare the never-ending 
st rea m of reports and memoranda that are the lifeblood of staff 
work. In the hec ti c sc hedu le of a working sta rr. military history 
will us uall y playa subsid ia ry role . 

Yet that role is important. Many of the papers thaI staff 

Dr. Hermes [Ph .lJ .. Georgetown). Chief. Sta ff Su ppo rt Branch. CMti. wrote 
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officers prepare become the bases for decision-some of major 
consequence. The proper use of historical materials and 
resources in the preparation of these papers is essential in 
arrivi ng a t accep tab le solutions to many problems. How then can 
the staff officer take full advantage of his training and resources 
to ensure that his staff submissions are historically sound and 
can be supported with confidence? 

The exposure to military history that young officers receive 
during the academic years may vary from almost none to a great 
deal. The fortunate ones will have a general background of 
knowledge in the field, although it may be of only limited 
assistance in attacking a specific problem. Similarly, the 
experience acquired in research projects during the school years 
should give many officers at least a basic skill in finding 
materia ls and in digesting, assembling, and presenting informa. 
tion in a logical fashion. Some officers have also had the benefit 
of postgraduate work to sharpen those skills. 

How these skills can be applied to each problem will vary 
according to the time available. For the most part, the staff 
officer will be dea ling with a brand of history that, in this era of 
convenience packaging, has received the rather appropriate title 
of instant history. In staff operations the deadline is the 
controlling factor and the amount of research that can be done in 
support of a project is usually quite limited. Frequently the staff 
officer will not have adequate time to do a thorough job in 
investigating the background of a problem. 

1£ the deadline is extremely tight-a day or less-the officer 
will have to depend upon what is immediately on hand or easy to 
obtain. He must know the sources he can tap quickly. Upon his 
assig nme nt to a starr section, he should become thoroughly 
familiar with the office records and should set up and maintain a 
complete and well-organized file on the subjects he is responsi· 
ble for. Since very few problems arc wholly new, background 
material will be available in previous studies. reports, and other 
documents. Frequently the major task will be simply to update 
this material by screening current records or by getting 
information from other starr sections. In the search for such 
material the command staff historian or the Center of Military 
History can often be of service. The command staff historian, 
who may work alone or with n small staff, is charged with 
performing historical functions for his command or agency. 
Either he or the center may have done some work on the subject 
and may be able to provide spot information. statistics, or other 
data from reference files. For the immediate demand project, 
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howe ver, there is little lime for basic. research, and the result is 
instant history at its worst. 

The quality of the response should ri se in proportion to the 
lime allowed by the targe t date, bu t the depth of the resea rch will 
depend a great dea l on the complex it y of the subject and the 
loca tion of the records. In other words, a week may permit an 
officer to become familia r w ith the dese rtion problems that 
existed during World War II but would sca rcely allow him to do 
more Ihan begin his research on the handling of deserters in all 
American wars. It also follows that if allthe required records arc 
located in one place, the staff officer wi ll be able to cover much 
more than he could if they were sca ttered among half a dozen 
s ites. 

A qu ick survey of the dimensions of the problem will help 
determine whether Ihe s taff officer shoul d a ttempt to do the job 
himself or seek outside help. In mos t cases , consu lt a ti on wit h the 
command staer his tori an or, if the officer is located in the 
Washington area. with the Center of Military History is highly 
advisable. His tori ans can provide information on what has 
already been done on the topic-in 1965. for example. a cen ter 
study on the call-up of re se rve forces during the Berlin crisis of 
1961 proved to be of great help to the staff in planning for the usc 
of reserves during the war in Vietnam. His torians may also 
suggest books. articles, theses, and s tudi es that ca n be helpful 
reference sources. Frequently they may be able to furnish names 
and addresses of persons a nd organizations that can give 
additional information and assistance. The historical orrice 
usually can save the busy s taff officer valuab le lime that 
otherwise might be spent in searching dead ends by guidi ng him 
promptly to the mos t rewarding sou rces. By cutting down waste 
motion Ihe staff office r can do a more thorough job, and Ihat 
thoroughness will be reflected in his final submission. 

On occasion the s ta ff officer will be assigned, either indi vid u
ally or as a member of a stud y gro up, to prepare a long-range 
stu dy on a major topic such as Army promotion policies, the 
overhauling of a logistical support system, or Army planning for 
the mobi lization of reserve forces. Depending on the urgency of 
the situation, the time allo tt ed for studies of this importance will, 
as a rule, va ry from three months to a year. 

For a comprehensive study the fi rs t task is ge nerally the 
developme nt of an outline. In almost every outl ine the first 
section w ill be devoted to the background of the topic. To know 
where yo u are goi ng, it is necessary to know whe re you have 
been. If the s tudy ison promotion policies.theoHicer will have 10 
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become familiar with the policies of the past before he can 
discuss those of the present or recommend those of the ruture . 
The scope of the study will determine whether he need only 
study the policies of the past decade or must Irace developments 
from the Revolutionary War to the present. Similarly. a 
consideration of the use of foreign porls in wartime may be 
limited 10 the experience in Vietnam or may span Iheperiod from 
World War Ion. Whether the period covers a few years or 
centuries. the background portion of Ihe study is essentially 
historical in nature and s hould be approached as a historical 
research project. 

It is rare to discover thai someone else has already done the 
bulk of the research and writing in response to an earlier 
requirement. More frequently. the bits and pieces that form the 
background mosaic are sca ttered in a dozen places and 
consjderable digging may be necessary. Should the staff oHicer 
decide that he has both the time and ability to do the historical 
work himself, he would still be wise to consult the command 
starr hi s torian or the center of Military History. There is no point 
in duplicating the work of others, especially if they have done the 
job well. In any event. the guidance and suggestions of the 
historian can help smooth and shorten the path of the do·it·your· 
self oHicer. 

If the study topi c is broad and complex or if th e study clearly 
cannot be completed on time without assistance. the staff 
historian or Center of Military History may be called upon to 
prepare part or all of the background material. Preliminary 
co nsultation with the historical oHice is always advisable before 
a formal directive is drawn up. Since each historical unit has 
ce rt ai n fixed requirements and capabilities. th e priority of a new 
request must be established and the availability of qualified 
persons to do the task must be determined. A small historical 
oHice. for example. will not have the flexibility of the Center of 
Military History and may not be able to assume an additional 
load. no mailer how willing it may be to help. In some cases, 
requests for historical assistance may have to go through 
command chann els and be approved by the staff agency that 
supervises the historical office. An informal discussion with the 
historian in advance will reveal whether his oHice ca n handle the 
job and meet the deadline. II will also assure that the request is 
sent through the proper channels and that the directive to be 
issued is concise and acceptab le to the historical office. 

The preparation of the directive is important and should be 
done with care. The staff officer must assume that he will get 
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what he asks fo r. If the reques t for a histori cal background 
section or chapter is vaguely worded and does not state the 
requirement clearly. the end product will probably mirror the 
indecision. The directive should set forth the purpose of the 
study. the topics to be covered. and the scope and time focus of 
the historical background so that the historian's research will 
pu t the subject into the proper perspective. The background 
chapte r shou ld not be cluttered with material that is not germa ne 
to the study. If the subject should be the mobilization of the 
Natio nal Guard in times of crisis. for instance. there may be no 
need to cover in any detail the call-up of other reserve forces or 
the expansion of active Army units during these periods . The 
directive . in essence. should be a blueprint for the historian to 
construc t a sound. unbiased. and releva nt base for the study. 

If the agency or command to which he is assigned prepares an 
annual historical summary of its activities . the staff officer ma y 
also become directly involved in writing military history . 
Although the administrative details of assembling Rnd packag
ing the annual summaries are usually performed by civilian 
actio n officers. many of the submiss ions concern ing directorate. 
division, and branch operations are prepared by s taff officers as 
an additional duty. To do the job effectively. they must become 
thoroughly familiar with the background of missions. accomp
lishments, and problems so that they can present an objective, 
well-organized. accurate account of the major activities of the 
past year. In the process they should acquire a good overview of 
their own operations as well as valuable experience in 
researching. writing. and organizing historical materials. 

Thus rar onl y the more usual circumstances under which the 
sta ff officer would come in to contact w ith military history have 
been considered. A development of recent years may become 
more commonplace and important. It is instant history also. but 
with a different twist. In 1962 during the Berlin crisis. the Chief 
of Staff wanted 8 record of the events. since the call -up of two 
National Guard divisions and a number of other reserve units 
had result ed in II number of problems for the Army. The Office of 
the Chief of Military History sent a four-man team to the 
Pentagon to collect the necessary data from action officers 
scattered throughout the Army staff. The team worked from 
current files and filled gaps in the records by interviewing 
military and civilian staff members who held important 
positions. Short ly after the reserve forces were released from 
active service in mid-1962. the team finished a deta il ed study 
that covered the background of the call-up, the problems 
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encountered in mobil izing and demobilizing the reserves and in 
expanding th e active Army, and an analysis of the lessons 
learned during the operation. 

Later that year OCMH sent a historian to the Pentagon to 
monitor the Odord cri s is. which developed when a black 
student attempted to enroll in Ihe University of Mississippi. 
Working side by side with th e action officers. he was on hand as 
the drama look place and was able to obtain copies of most of th e 
important documents and telephone conversations as they were 
generated. With this valuable source material he was able to 
write a monograph on the incident within a few months after it 
ended. Similar uses of historians occurred during later crises. 
with the historians collecting and writing the story almost as it 
happened, 

The advantages of preparing instant history of this kind are 
obvious. The historian can be on the scene while the records are 
relatively intact. He can screen the source documents and 
organize a historical £ile that should eve ntually contain the core 
material for his study. By being close to the action oHicers while 
history is in the making. the historian can absorb a sense of the 
drama of the stituation and a feeling for the atmosphere. He can 
also talk to many of the participants while everything is still 
fresh in their minds. before the fog of time begins to obscure the 
sequence of events and leads them to magnify their own roles . 

For the staff oHicer this type of instant history can be 
extremely useful. Almost immediately he will have a handy 
reference tool available to answer questions. to prepare reports. 
and to tap for planning and experience data . But the attractions 
of instant history should not blind either the historian or the 
starr oHicer to its inherent weaknesses. Of necessity it will be 
limited in scope and will reflect mainly the information to which 
the recorder is privy. Many pertinent records will not be 
available until well after the events are concluded. especially 
those dealing with the high~level story and those held by other 
agencies. Perhaps th e most gla ring limitation of all is the lack of 
perspective. Writing so close to the action. the historian can 
hardly avoid some distortion. And. like the quick demand project 
that the starr o£ficer is called upon to prepare. instant history is 
bound to reflect the haste with which it has been turned out. 

Despite these disadvantages. instant history's plus factors 
appear to outweigh the minus. The collection and preservation of 
the records a lone would be enough to co mmend it. Besides. in 
many cases the instant history may be the only reliable account 
available for some years. It serves as a useful reference tool until 
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the passage of time and the accessibility of other records permit a 
more accurate and balanced account to be written. 

In summary. the staff officer will come into contact with 
military history on numerous occasions during his tour bul will 
probably not have much time to s tud y it. He will have to rely 
mainly upon whatever general knowledge of the subject he 
acquired during his school years plus what he has picked up on 
his own in the interim. Ideally he shou ld be familiar with the 
standard books and reference works in the field and with the 
historical publications of the Center of Military History before 
he is assigned to staff duty; time for extensive reading may be 
sharply limited during the tour, especially under crisis condi
tions. Then the officer will have to know how to exploit quickly 
the resources a\ his disposal. The deadline will be the prime 
factor in every action. and the officer must know where to go for 
assistance. both short- and long-range. and be keenly aware of 
the time restrictions that govern his response. He will usually 
have to make compromises bet ween the desirable and the 
practicable to satisfy the requirement of the moment. 

To help case the pressure and increase the reliability of his 
staff submissions. the officer may turn to the historical oHice for 
guidance and assistance. The professional military historian 
may not always have all the answers. bul he docs know the best 
places to look for them. When time permits. the historian may 
also be I'cquesled to prepare historical background material for 
staff studies and reports. especially those of major importance. 
During crises the staff officer may encounter the historian on the 
job when they work side by side covering the emergency. With 
luck the office r will have a draft account of the events on hand 
shor tl y after the y come to an end. 

All in all. the staff officer will be exposed to military history 
frequently during his tour, and often, consciously or subcons
ciously. will be applying his knowledge to the solution of his 
daily problems. For those who plan to reach the top, military 
history can be a valuab le aid. 





Chapter 19 

Military History 
and Army Records 
Vincent H. Demma 

T HE writing of mili tary hi story depends upon th e preservation 
o f the reco rd of military ac ti vi ties. Prese rved in various 
archives, libraries, and other depositories, that record enab les 
historians today to reconstruct the mil itary history of bygone 
cen turies. Through accident , neg lect, or even desig n on the pa rt 
of those en tru sted with it, pa rt of th e record o f the past has been 
lost forever. In ou r own t ime, no less tha n in ce nturies past, 
preservation is a very real problem. At o ne time or another in h is 
career, eve ry office r is likely to fac«; it. Simply stated, it is one of 
preserving the cu rren t record that will be of greatest use and 
value in the future w ithout fl ood ing repos itories with a n 
unma nageab le vo lume of paper. 

Army Records Management 

In many respects th e w ritin g of co ntempora ry military hi s tory 
depe nds on the good judgment of numerous civilian and military 
ac tion offi ce rs, sec reta ri es, clerks, records managers, and 
administrators . An extremely s mall portion of the ap proximate· 
Iy o ne million linear feet of records created a nnuall y by the Army 
survives as part of the permanen t hi s torical record. Most record s 
a re destroyed by age ncy or co mm a nd reco rd s ma nagers and 
others s hortl y afte r they a re created and their temporary value 
has ended . Those remaining are retired to federal records 
centers. Screened in accordance with predeterm ined reten ti on 
and des truction sc hed ules. some of these a rc des troyed pe riodi· 
call y. Very few fi na ll y reach the Na ti onal Archives, and from 
these the his tory of the Army in our own time must be written . 

Good records manage ment helps create future archi ves , and 
adequate docu mentation mak es possible the prepara ti on of good 
his to ry. Effect ive management during the entire Iife·spa n of 
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Army records is a prerequisile For the preservation of future 
military archives and the preparation of future histories . 
Throughout the Army. from the small unit to the departmental 
level, records clerks. action officers. records managers. and 
official historians, serve as custodians of the Army's actions and 
thoughts. keepers of the institutional memory. Only through the 
guidance and work of records managers, with the cooperation of 
civilian and military personnel alike. will Army records of 
historical value eventually enter the archives to become 
availab le to Future historians. 

Good records management is the product of experience and 
professional training. Although military officers and records 
managers are introduced to the historical importance of Army 
records in their respective schools and training programs. thi s 
introduction is fleeting. Many officers and civilians, including 
records managers, never acquire a keen historical sense . 
Determining which documents should be saved and which can be 
destroyed requires an appreciation of the place of history within 
the Army. Professional training. orientation. and experience 
s hould imbue historians with this appreciation. Army officers, 
usually lacking the historian'S special training, still need to 
recognize the historical value and potential scholarly uses of the 
documents that pass through their hands. 

Recognition of the historica l significance of the many 
documents created during World War II helped spur the creation 
of a formal records management program. The Army had to 
arrange and dispose of a mass of unorganized and unevaluated 
documents, so that those of historical significance would be 
retained for future reference. Army historians. in particular, 
were interested in records necessary for official histories of 
World War II and pressed for a systematic program of collection 
and preservation. The result of thiS general concern was the 
establishment in 1943 of the War Department Records Branch of 
the Adjutant Ceneral's Office. Redesignated the Departmental 
Records Branch (ORB) in 1947. it became a custodial facility for 
the Army's World War II records. Until these documents were 
transferred to the Nationa l Archives as permanent records. they 
were maintained at the branch where they were screened and 
arranged in proper order. In compiling inventories, indexes, and 
other finding aids, the records managers in the branch became 
thoroughly familiar with the documents. Their knowledge was 
invaluable to the historians who prepared the volumes in the 
U.s. Army in World War II series. 

Although successful in organizing and preserving a volumi-
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nous quantity of Army documents , records managers realized 
that many of their diHiculties stemmed from fundamental 
weaknesses in the Army's system of creating and maintaining 
records. Records keeping in the Army had undergone lillie 
change since the introduction in 1914 of the War Department 
decimal filing system and its scheme of subject files . Using this 
system. Army file clerks often exercised considerable latitude in 
selecting documents to retain and files in which to place them. As 
the staff of the ORB discove red, the separate Army bureaus and 
various agencies. of£ices. and divisions of the Army staff rarely 
followed common standards of records management. The branch 
staff had to review thousands of documents item-by-item to 
separate unimportant from important ones. At the same time. 
latitude enjoyed by Army clerks allowed considerable duplica
tion. Historians happily discovered that files maintained in 
certain agencies were more comprehensive than similar files in 
the custody of the ORB. 

Hoping to prevent the recurrence of these difficulties. records 
managers began planning a new. Army-wide system soon after 
the end of World War II . To avoid reviewing documents and files 
in an intermediate records repository like the ORB required a 
system for predetermining the value of every Army file. one 
segregating temporary from permanent records at the time files 
were created. Permanent records would then go direct ly from the 
agency creating them to a records repository . and the entire 
records retirement program would become decentralized and 
streamlined. 

After reviewing over two thousand dirrerent subject riles then 
being used in the Army and considering the legal. administra
tive, fiscal. and historical value of the docume nts involved, 
records managers devised standards to determine the disposi
tion of each file. Instead of incorporating these features into the 
existing system. however. records managers decided to create an 
entirely new system. In this new filing system. files defined by 
the function or mission they served in the unit or agency creating 
and maintaining them replaced subject files. A new records 
management program, the Army Functional Filing System 
(TAFFS), incorporating decentralized records keeping and 
retirement, was introduced throughout the Army between 1959 
and the end of 1962. 

The functional system has not completely lived up to 
expectations. Surveys of Army records as recently as 1975 show 
that some Army starr agencies still fail to use the system 
properly . Lengthy and sometimes confusing regulations some-
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times cause difficulties, and subject filing and the usc of the War 
Department decimal filing system continue. Historians and 
action officers. in particular, find subject files more convenient. 
A general lack of confidence in the system contributes to 
acquisition and retention of documents for reference and 
working files, a practice that causes duplication and delays the 
retirement of important records. And without familiarity gained 
by working with the documents. records managers frequently do 
not appreciate the historical value of many documents and files 
routi nely shredded or hurned. Particularly susceptible to 
destruction are informal files of working papers, background 
files, and personal working files that rarely enter the records 
retirement system. Decentralized records keeping. which in 
essence makes every action officer in the Army his or her own 
records clerk. conlinues to encourage highly individual ap· 
proaches to the job without assuring that important records will 
be retained for historical reference. 

Vietnam Records 

Army historians recognized Ihal problems continued even 
after adoption of functional filing, but intensified combat 
operations in Soulh Vietnam beginning in 1965 caused real 
alarm. Anticipating once again the need for adequate documen· 
tation to prepare official histories, historians discovered that the 
Army records management program was falling short of its 
promise and potential. 

Even during peacetime the Army's records program suffered 
from a shortage of experienced and trained managers. And 
records personnel assigned to units in combat sometimes lacked 
even basic training in records management. Uncertain about the 
functional system, entertaining only vague ideas about what 
constituted historical records, and with short tours limiting 
experience, records clerks and administrators in Vietnam often 
found their task complicated, unrewarding, and occasionally 
overwhelming. Moreover, because of the viscissitudes of combat 
or the lack of guidance, many records were never created while 
others were prematurely destroyed. Unit records tended to 
suffer most as professionally trained records managers general· 
Iy were assigned only to major command headquarters. It was 
difficult for them to visit remote, highly mobile units engaged in 
combat; such units usually did without professional guidance on 
records keeping. 

Historians were especially concerned about basic sources of 
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com bat hi sto ry: the daily journ al and thc support ing doc uments 
co nstituting the jou rnal fil e. as well as other planning. 
in tell igence. and operational records. These records provide the 
gist for future histories; units that leave behind poor records or 
none at all receive little noti ce by historians . More im portantl y. 
such documents help evaluate and modify the Army's doctrine , 
tactics, and training. 

Military hi storians serving with units in Viet nam and worki ng 
w ith records manage rs made special effort s to see thai combat 
records and ot her significant documents were prepared and 
entered the Army's records ret irement system. Ins truct ions to 
Army field histo ria ns from highe r headquarters gave first 
priorit y to "developing and maintaining ge neral awa reness of 
the necessity for creation and preserva ti on of accurate compre
hensive records."1 By moni toring the records program within the 
units he served, the field hi s tori an helped ass ure that sources 
required by hi s torians we re being created and retired: he often 
salvaged documents that might othe rwi se have been destroyed 
or lost. Provis ions were made to acquire records of activities 
such as the pacification and advisory programs for whic h the 
functional filing system provided inadequate guidance. 

That such extraordinary efforts were required by field 
historians contributed to The Adjuta nt Gene ral in 1968 
suspend ing authorit y to destroy any records created by Army 
units in Sou th Vietnam. Starting in that year, all records from the 
comba t zone were retired as permanent regardless of prev ious 
functional filing designation. To facilitate use by Army 
hi sto rians, records were returned to the Un ited Sta tes q ui ck ly. 
Many records from Vietnam, however, remain to be screened, 
evaluated, reorganized. and di sposed of by Army records 
managers, a si tuation somewhat similar to that after World War 
II. 

Headq uarters Files 

Combat naturally makes difficult the creation and preserva· 
lion of records. yet even at large r. more stable headquarters to 
the rear of the combat zone, including Department of Army 
headquarters itself. reco rds are ~ u scep ti b le to unnecessary 
destruction . Pressures of economy, space, and time con tin ually 
jeopardize historica ll y valuable staff docu men ts. The tempta· 

1 IIq •.. U.S. A,my V, .. ~.m. USARV R.S&7(1-1. 28 0.< 1_ 50. Chop! •• 13Iot.clcl"'on.ld,,,,~ .. lonof 
miht.,y J.iOloroano in tho h.ld 
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lion to destroy records is very real at every level. In their zeal to 
win the "battlc of the bulk," records managers and staff officers 
easily lose sight of the historical value of records , and 
destruction is easier than preservation with its lime-consuming 
administrative tasks. 

At all large headquarters, whether during peace or war, a 
chronic problem is the creation and unwarranted destruction of 
uncontrolled personal working papers or action oHicer files . 
Records managers have been slow to recognize that these files 
often contain documents of historical significance. Such 
documents. drawn from a variety of sources and usually related 
to a single subject. action, or case, help historians understand the 
how and why of major actions, decisions, and policies. They 
often make the difference between good and bad history and. in 
some respects, are as crucial as the basic sources for combat 
histories. Officers sometimes consider working papers personal 
property and destroy them upon reassignment. retirement. or 
completion of a particular action. Sometimes they are passed 10 a 
successor. but the riles rarely are brought to the allention of the 
records manager or historian. 

There probably is no simple solution to the problem of 
preserving action oHicer Hies . The functional filing system itself 
is ambivalent regarding their official status, and records 
managers ha ve yet to devise a system to keep them intact. 
Conscientious application of the functional system contributes 
in part to the destruction of these files when agency records 
managers remove histori ca lly significant documents from the 
riles because they arc not considered records material or because 
they originate from another agency or office. Army historians 
occasionally resort to a variety of informal practices to 
compensate for this neglect. They often personally gain access to 
or acquire certain files pertaining to their current work. After 
crises, when historians have worked closely with action officers. 
working files and background papers have been entrusted by 
officers to staff historians for safekeeping and future reference . 
That the historian alone seeks Ollt and preserves these valuable 
documents and files is symptomatic of a serious weakness in the 
functional filing system. Historians fully recognize that it is 
impossible and improper for them to act as reco rds managers of 
working papers and action orficer files. but occasionally the 
higher claims of history must take precedence overa system that 
inadvertently neglects important sources. Historians would 
prefer records management regulations that assure the retire· 
ment of these riles. 
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Even if it were pro per for his torians to play an active role in 

obta ining ac lion offi cer files, they cannot be ex pert in all the 
subjects addressed by a large s tafr. Volume alone makes difficult 
the identificatio n of historically sign ifica nt working papers . 
Judgments in ma ny ins tances are often based upon in tui tion 
rat her than expertise. Nei ther the histo ri an nor Ihe staff officer is 
immune fro m occasional professional as ti gmatism lhal inh ibits 
hi s ap preciation of less fam ili a r sub jec ts . In many cases the 
ac ti on office r is the expert who can guide his torians and records 
managers, adv is ing them of the existence of significant fi les and 
urging their rete ntio n. Being aware that files may have historical 
significance is the first s tep towa rd their prese rvation. 

Se lecting and Preserving Historical Sou rces 

Wi th out the professiona l acume n and guidance of an historian , 
archiv ist. or reco rds manager. determi ning what documents to 
prese rve is ri sky. In a fi eld as ca tholic as mili tary history, 
selection of sou rces may well reflec t a variety of biases. For some 
hi s torians and officers, opera tio nal records of battles and 
campaigns suffice; othe rs w ith a larger view of military history 
wa nt add itional records. Ye t difficult as it is to specify the nature 
of the records from which the history of the Army will be 
written, some ge neral guidance can be tendered to the officer 
who has to wres tl e w it h this problem. Whe ther in a field unit ora 
large headquarte rs staff, primary consideration should be given 
to prese rving reco rds requi red by the functional fili ng system. If 
ap plied wi th diligence and in telligence. the sys tem generally will 
cover the most basic and important Army records. A lead ing 
archi vist se t forth a "basic rule" t ha t "H reco rds const itute the 
data upon which important decis ions we re made or illustrate the 
... decis ion making process. they are li kely to be of histori ca l 
import ance."2 Th is rule or reliance on the func tional system 
alone can be restrictive, and any se lection at all risk s neglect ing 
the na rrow interes t of a specialist. Neve rtheless, records 
pertain ing to Ihe organization. mission. func ti ons, operations. 
plans, and policies of a unit or agency wi ll include those 
hi s torical reco rds serv ing the widest possible inte rests. 

Familiar it y with the functio nal fil ing system together with 
profess ional historica l advice will identify many important 
histo rica l records, but findi ng the more el usive Army documents 
requ ires thoro ugh knowledge of an organization and its 
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workings. Through con tacts with key persons, hi storia ns often 
locate a nd acquire significant docu ments . S imilarl y. in the 
course of sta rr work an officer will become familia r w ith how 
decisions arc made, who makes them. and where plans and 
studies arc prepared. Action offi ce r files co ntain pertinent 
documents . but individuals often possess diaries. memornndn of 
conversations. personal messages, and s imilar confidentia l 
co mmu nications. These ca n be extremely important hi sto rical 
sources. People who ha ve documents like these sometimes arc 
surp r ised to lea rn of their historical value. Once aware of the 
value. they may become relucta nt to parI with Ihe doc um ent s 
because of their personal nature. Others part with them but 
insist that their use be restricted in one way or another. wh il e 
some. fearing the di sclosu re of sensitive. critical, or embarrass
ing informolion. may seek to censor or su ppress the documen ts. 
SUPlJression of information embarrassing to the Army is 
ge nerally a disservice to the Army and to the cause of history. 
and his torians discoura ge it. On the other hand . unless special 
provisions are made for the preserva tion of sens iti ve personal 
papers, they may be irretrievable. The Army has a special 
repository. the Military History Research Institute at Carlisle 
Barracks, Pennsylvania, for jus t such a purpose. At the institute 
even the mos t highly sens iti ve personal papers ca n be prese rved 
until their use is approved by the donor. (See Chapter 12.) 

Attention to the details of crea ting. maintaining, and retiri ng 
records not only helps ass ure their preservation but facilitates 
their use. Although los 1 in the anonymity of large bureaucracies, 
the Army's records clerks. file clerks . secretaries, and ot hers 
playa vita l role in preserving historical records . Historians and 
stoff office rs may find that these people know the records quite 
well. In the seo rch for hi s tori cal sources. their con tributions can 
be as important as those of many decision makers and action 
officers. 

Automatic Data Process ing 

With the in troduction of computers. miniaturization, and 
sophi s ticated means of communica tion . records keep ing and 
records manage ment in the Army is becoming more complicated 
than the mere filing and reti rement of pieces of paper. These 
rapidly expand ing and high ly tec hnica l fields are impinging on 
almost every aspect of modern records keeping. Although paper 
records are not about to be replaced entirel y, they are but one 
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medium for the transmission of information. And information 
conveyed by the records, rather than the nature of the records, is 
the historian's prime concern. Neither the records manager nor 
the historian has displayed an overwhelming concern about the 
historical value of new forms of documentation. The raminca. 
Hons of these less traditional records for future historical 
research is still uncertain. Records managers and archivists are 
beginning to come to grips with some of the difficulties in 
identifying, eva luating, storing, retrieving, and preserving new 
forms of documentation. Military historians, likewise . are 
realizing that these records offer new opportunities for research 
and are seeking their preservation. Like many paper records, 
computer records and micro records are perishable, and much 
work remains to be done by historians, records managers . and 
archivists to make certain that they are available for future 
research. 

Some of the Army's contemporary history will be difficult to 
write without computer records and computer analysis of 
historical data. Even combat history may reqvire these records 
and techniques as the use of computers in tactical operations 
alters the nature and substance of operational records. Most 
reporting systems within the Army today depend at one stage or 
another upon computer operations, and historians using such 
reports are concerned abou t the possible loss of the raw data and 
the supporting documentation. Nearly every officer has already 
been or will be exposed to this new computer environment. A few 
will become experts, but even fewer will combine their expertise 
with an interest in military history. Until historians and records 
managers acquire the technical and specialized skills of 
computer experts, they will have to rely on advice and assistance 
from those individua ls who can bridge the gap between 
computers and history. As with paper records, the first step 
toward preserving information for research and reference is 
recognition by those handling such informat ion that it possesses 
intrinsic historical value. 

Not many in the Army can make its historical programs and 
the historica l aspects of records management a primary concern. 
Not even historians or records managers can devote their full 
attention to preserving historical records. But all Army officers 
can help make records management an effective adjunct to the 
Army's historical programs. This help may entail no more than 
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becoming familiar with appropriate regulations and assuring 
thai records are prepared. ma intained, and retired. A more active 
role may be required whe n, for example. action officer files. 
personal papers, or reco rds that escape the norma l channe ls of 
retirement are invo lved. Motives for preserving historical 
documents vary from individual to individual. Pride in a unit's 
accomplishments or a desire to see that lessons are derived from 
a particu lar action are worthy motives, but most historical 
records do not have immediate va lue. As a sense of history and 
an app rec iation of the role history plays in the Army grows, a 
feeling may also grow thai a record orevenls is worth preserving 
for its own sake. 

few pat answers exist for the many problems in records 
management and its relation to military his tory. Other than 
cu rre nt Army regulatio ns, no manua l tell s officers or records 
managers how to recognize historical records. While the 
functional filing system is a starting point. and the historian's 
insight and intuition help in locating and evaluating documents, 
every officer shou ld make certain that significant records in his 
or her custody a re preserved. Command interes t in and emphasis 
on records manageme nt and historical activities are important 
and necessary. Yet the success of the Army's historical programs 
depends on the cooperation of many people in saving today's 
records for generations of historians to come. This cooperation 
and the preservati on of the Army's historical records se rves not 
only one's unit, command, or agency, but a lso in the years to 
come the historica l proression. the Army. and ultimately the 
American people, 

Bibliogrophy 

To place records management in the larger context of its 
relationship to the archival and historica l professions. there is 
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