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Foreword

Esprit de corps in a military organization originates in the pride its members
take in serving with their units. Such pride has several sources—leadership, con-
fidence, technical competence, public recognition, sense of purpose—all of which
are immeasurably enhanced by an appreciation of unit history. The achievements
and sacrifices of those who marched before them serve to inspire soldiers and
leaders today. The Army Lineage Series is designed to foster such esprit and is
intended for use at all levels of command, in service schools, and in training pro-
grams throughout the Army. In addition, it serves as a companion to Janice E.
McKenney’s published The Organizational History of Field Artillery, 1775-2003,
which explores the development of field artillery in the United States Army.

Field artillery units have a proud heritage dating back to the dawn of this
nation, when artillery companies fought with valor and distinction during the
Revolutionary War. Through every succeeding war in U.S. history, field artil-
lery has been indispensable to the armed forces. Field Artillery, compiled by Ms.
McKenney, was first published in 1985. This two-part second edition updates the
lineages, honors, and heraldic items of the Regular Army’s field artillery regiments
and further expands them to include organizations above the regimental level, as
well as Army National Guard units.

This latest edition of Field Artillery will not only enhance the pride of the sol-
diers serving in these units but will also increase historical awareness throughout
the Army of the many accomplishments of our artillery forces, which have been
for decades considered the finest in the world.

Washington, D.C. JEFFREY J. CLARKE
8 December 2009 Chief of Military History






Preface

Field artillery in the modern era includes all manner of large guns (as distin-
guished from small arms), howitzers, rockets, and guided missiles. The term also
applies to the personnel who transport and serve the weapons and to the organiza-
tion and branch of the Army to which the personnel are assigned. This volume
gathers in compact form the official historical records of field artillery units in the
United States Army in order to perpetuate and publicize their traditions, honors,
and heraldic entitlements. It includes the lineages and honors of Regular Army
and Army Reserve field artillery commands, brigades, and groups, and corps and
division artillery that have been active since 1965. It also includes the fifty-eight
Regular Army field artillery regiments and the Regular Army and Army Reserve
elements of each regiment that have been active since the inception of the Combat
Arms Regimental System in 1957. All are current through 1 September 2003. The
lineages and honors of Army National Guard corps and division artillery and field
artillery brigades and regiments in the force structure as of 1 September 2003 are
also included.

Operations in Afghanistan and Iraq were well under way while this volume was
under preparation. Although some unit decorations were approved well within the
time frame, others were not, and official campaign participation credit has yet to be
determined. In addition, because of the nature of the conflict, many Army National
Guard units have sent their soldiers overseas but not the entire unit, making it dif-
ficult to ascertain campaign honors—such determinations will have to be made
when all the records are complete. Therefore, this volume does not include any
campaign participation credit or unit decorations earned for operations included in
the “global war on terrorism”; they will be added in future revisions.

The lineage and honors of a unit constitute an outline history, and the official
certificate attesting to that history, prepared in the Force Structure and Unit History
Branch of the U.S. Army Center of Military History, is a highly stylized docu-
ment. The unit lineages in this volume are adapted from the official certificates.
The lineage begins with the official designation of the unit, followed by its special
designation, if approved by the Center. In this book only, the regimental special
designation is shown, even though all elements of a regiment are entitled to it. The
recorded events in the life of a unit are restricted to a few specific actions, such as
activation, inactivation, and redesignation. The data has been compressed to save
space. A glossary of the technical language used appears at the end of the volume
to assist the reader in understanding these terms. Campaigns and decorations for
each battalion under the United States Army or Combat Arms Regimental System
include all the honors of the parent regiment for those regiments allotted to the
Regular Army. Asterisks (*) appearing in the list of honors indicate that either the
unit itself or a unit from which it directly descended earned the honor. For bat-
teries (those that have not been used to form battalions), only the honors for which
the batteries are the earning units are listed. In these instances, asterisks are not
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used since all the honors are earned. General orders announcing the decorations
are shown parenthetically for parent regiments and for those decorations of their
components for which the elements are the earning units.

The Force Structure and Unit History Branch is responsible for the determina-
tion of official unit lineages and honors, and the lineages that appear in this volume
are the result of research done by many members of the branch, past and present.
I updated all the lineages and compiled the unit bibliographies with the assis-
tance of James Contravich—and two specialized sources: Artillery Unit Histories
(Artillery and Guided Missile School Library, Fort Sill, 1955) and Index to the
Field Artillery Journal by Lester J. Miller Jr. (Morris Swett Library, U.S. Army
Field Artillery School, Fort Sill, 1977 and 1982). Most of the unit histories are
unofficial works that were prepared outside the Department of the Army. They
are, nevertheless, valuable sources of additional information. Completing the work
would have been impossible without the support of Rebecca C. Raines, Chief of
the Force Structure and Unit History Branch, and point of contact for the contract
to publish this volume. She always made herself available for consultation and as-
sistance, and I am extremely grateful. I would also like to express my gratitude to
historians Joseph R. Frechette and Joseph A. Seymour of the same branch for their
willingness to research and answer my technical questions.

Descriptions of the coats of arms and distinctive unit insignia approved for
the units are included with the lineages. These descriptions, as well as the color
illustrations of the heraldic items, were furnished by The Institute of Heraldry,
U.S. Army. The Force Structure and Unit History Branch is especially grateful to
Bonnie Henning and her staff for their time and effort spent in assisting in the pub-
lication of this edition. Minor changes in heraldic material have been made to meet
the need for brevity. At the beginning of the color illustrations is a brief account of
the evolution of these items.

I would like to thank the Publishing Division staff at the Center of Military
History, including Alisa Robinson, who provided able assistance on the document
before handing over the reins to Hildegard J. Bachman, who ushered the document
through its final production stages; Michael Gill, who prepared the numerous color
illustrations; and Teresa K. Jameson, who designed the layout of the book.

I hope this volume, along with The Organizational History of Field Artillery,
published in 2007, will serve as educational tools for the soldiers and civilians
in the branch, providing both a true history of the institution and a means of
esprit de corps. Because the Center of Military History is responsible for the de-
termination and publication of unit lineages and honors under Army Regulation
870-5, Military History: Responsibilities, Policies, and Procedures, comments
are invited and should be addressed to U.S. Army Center of Military History,
ATTN: AAMH-FPO, 103 Third Avenue, Fort Lesley J. McNair, Washington,
D.C. 20319-5058.

Washington, D.C. JANICE E. MCKENNEY
8 December 2009
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Heraldic Items

Heraldic items for Army organizations reflect history, tradition, ideals, mis-
sion, and accomplishments. Shoulder sleeve insignia, distinctive unit insignia,
and coats of arms have been designed so that each is distinctive to the organiza-
tion for which approved. They serve as identifying devices and contribute to unit
cohesion.

While the custom of bearing various symbols on shields, helmets, and flags
existed in antiquity, heraldry was not introduced until the Middle Ages. The use
of heraldic devices became more prevalent with the increased use of armor and
the requirements for insignia to assist in distinguishing friend from foe on the
battlefield. The symbols selected for use on these devices were commemorative of
incidents of valor, mythological beasts, and later, other symbols to which specific
symbolism was ascribed. These heraldic bearings were placed on a surcoat worn
over the armor, from which the term coat of arms was derived. Gradually a formal
system of heraldry evolved, complete with rules for design, use, and display.
These rules or principles were for the purpose of facilitating designs that would be
distinctive and easily recognized. Present-day heraldic devices stem from this he-
raldic system, which was established during the twelfth and thirteenth centuries.

A complete regimental coat of arms consists of a shield, a crest, and a motto.
The shield, the most important portion of the arms, contains the field or ground on
which the charges are placed. The crest, as originally used, was placed upon the
top of the helmet of the chief or leader to enable his followers to distinguish him
during battle. The crest is placed upon a wreath of six skeins or twists composed
of the principal metal and principal color of the shield, alternately, in the order
named. This wreath (or torse) represents the piece of cloth that the knight twisted
around the top of his helmet, and by means of which the actual crest was attached.
Mottoes have been in use longer than coats of arms, many of the older ones having
been originated from war cries. They usually are of an idealistic nature and some-
times allude to a well-known event in the history of the organization. Some organi-
zations are authorized historic badges of a symbolic composition in lieu of coats of
arms. These badges are not shield-shaped, but they include mottoes. The elements
of the coat of arms or the badge, as applicable, are embroidered on the organiza-
tional flag—the central element of which is the American eagle. The shield of the
coat of arms is on the eagle’s breast; a scroll bearing the motto is held in his beak;
and the crest is placed above his head. On flags of those organizations that have
historic badges in lieu of coats of arms, the badge is placed above the eagle’s head
and the scroll bearing the motto is in his beak.

The currently authorized embroidered shoulder sleeve insignia had their origin
during World War . They serve the same purpose as the corps symbols (badges)
in use during the Civil War and the War with Spain. The corps badges were of
simple design; most could be cut from a single piece of cloth, for example, a four-
leaf clover, a heart, a star, a winged horsefoot, a caltrop, and a spearhead. Such
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devices were easily remembered and readily identified. Not only were they worn
by the soldiers on their headgear, but also were incorporated in their organizational
flags. The first shoulder sleeve insignia is believed to have been worn by the men
of the 81st Division during World War I. On their voyage to France, they adopted
as their insignia the figure of a wildcat that was in use as a distinctive marking
for the division’s equipment. Wear of the insignia was officially approved on 19
October 1918, by a telegram from the Adjutant General, American Expeditionary
Forces, to the division’s commanding general. Insignia for other organizations of
the American Expeditionary Forces were later authorized and designs were offi-
cially approved. Designs varied greatly. Many had their origin in designs already
in use for organizational and equipment markings; others were based on mono-
grams and geometric figures alluding to designations. Symbols associated with
traditions, geographic locations, and missions of the organizations were also in
some designs. Since World War I, the authorization of shoulder sleeve insignia
has expanded along with organizational and other changes within the Army. Most
soldiers now wear shoulder sleeve insignia. Many designs are more elaborate than
those of World War I. The more complex designs came into being because of an
increase in the number of authorized insignia and the availability of embroidery
machinery for production of various types of textile insignia. During the Vietnam
era, the policy governing the wear of subdued insignia, as well as full-color items,
was established.

Distinctive unit insignia, manufactured in metal and enamel and worn on the
uniform by all personnel of the organization, usually are based on the elements of
the design of the coat of arms, historic badge, or shoulder sleeve insignia. Thus,
the organizational flag (color) and the distinctive unit insignia include the same
design elements. Usually they incorporate the organization’s motto. Distinctive
unit insignia may be traced to the use of metal and enamel badges authorized to be
worn instead of cloth badges during the War with Spain. The type of distinctive
insignia currently in use was first authorized in the 1920s for regiments and some
other units. As in the case of shoulder sleeve insignia, the authorization expanded
as changes in Army organization took place.

Heraldic items today, as in the past, serve to distinguish specific organizations
and their members and are significant factors in Army esprit de corps.
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