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FOREWORD

Military historians and scholars of operational art have tended to neglect the role
played by the American Expeditionary Forces in World War I. Although the Army orga-
nized a historical office in 1918 to prepare a multivolume history of the war, budget res-
traints and other considerations frustrated Chief of Staff Tasker H. Bliss’ intention to
“record the things that were well done, for future imitation . . . , [and] the errors as
shown by experience, for future avoidance.” The momentous events of succeeding dec-
ades only strengthened this tendency to overlook our Army’s role in the fields of France
in 1918. This neglect, although understandable, is unfortunate: World War I posed
unique challenges to American strategists, tacticians, and logisticians—challenges they
met in ways that could provide today’s military student with special insights into the
profession of arms.

To encourage further research in the history of World War I and to fill a gap in the
Army’s historical documentation of that conflict, the Center of Military History has cre-
ated a World War I series of publications consisting of new monographs and reprints.
Complementing our newly published facsimile reprint Order of Battle of the United
States Land Forces in the World War, we are reprinting this seventeen-volume compila-
tion of selected AEF records along with a new introduction by David F. Trask. Gathered
by Army historians during the interwar years, this massive collection in no way repre-
sents an exhaustive record of the Army’s months in France, but it is certainly worthy of
serious consideration and thoughtful review by students of military history and strategy
and will serve as a useful jumping off point for any earnest scholarship on the war.

There is a certain poignancy connected with the publication of this collection in the
seventieth anniversary year of “‘the war to end all wars.” Later this summer veterans of
that war will gather together, perhaps for the last time, to discuss the history of the
American Expeditionary Forces and to reminisce about their service. To them espe-
cially, but to all five million Americans who served in World War I, we dedicate this
scholarly undertaking.

Washington, D.C. WILLIAM A. STOFFT
1 June 1988 Brigadier General, USA
Chief of Military History
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CAMBRAI
November 20 - December 4, 1917

Preface

American troops fought at Cambrai for the first time in World War 1. Units involved
were the 11th, 12th, and 14th Regiments of Engineers which had been attached to the British
Third Army in the Cambrai area.

The American units named had been engaged for some time in preparatory work for the
launching of a British attack which, if it penetrated beyond Bois de Bourlon, might dis-
organize German defenses to the north or, by a swing to the right, cut off Cambrai.

Field Marshal Sir Douglas Haig planned the opening of the brilliant but futile
spearhead, the British initial attack broke through the German lines to a distance of
three miles and effected a crossing of the Canal de 1'Escaut.

General Ludendorff, realizing the seriousness of a complete British breakthrough on
this front, ordered in all possible German reinforcements and checkmated the original
British advantage gained in fighting on November 20. By December 7, after heavy losses
on both sides, fighting gradually died away.

American participation in the Cambrai operations was minor and entirely impromptu.
The 11th Engineers, working near Fins, joined and fought with the British 20th Division;
the 12th Engineers delivered artillery ammunition; and the 14th Engineers, using light
railway lines in the British VI Corps area, also hauled artillery ammunition.

Every effort has been made to attain accuracy in geographical designations appearing
in the text and map sketches following. However, variations occur in spellings and in
presentations of terms. Such changes and deviations stem from various causes - differences
in spelling or nomenclature on basic maps, choices of spelling indicated in available
contemporaneous reference material (including postal guides), foreign language difficulties
encountered in preparation of original documents, and the prolific use of contemporaneous
abbreviations, accepted as well as unauthorized. Whenever geographical designations could
not be identified by consultation of maps or other pertinent references, such terms have
been reproduced as they appeared in the original documents, followed by appropriate
editorial notations to achieve clarity.
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142-27.8: Report

The Attack at Cambrai
REPORT ON OBSERVATIONS AT CAMBRAI ADVANCE
Nov. 20 - Dec. 3, 1917

The offensive at Cambrai by report from British officers, was projected last July,
and was intended to be prosecuted throughout the winter with a view to compelling a
general retirement. It was said by a British officer that the immediate objectives were
both Cambrai and St-Quentin.

From personal knowledge it is certain that the railway preparation was started in
August with this in view. Indications: 1. They began to take up in back territory,
sidings (some of which have since been replaced) to accumulate material in advance.

2. Material was collected at a central point (Doingt) for railways to and through both
Cambrai and St-Quentin. 3. At first a voluntary retirement of the Germans was spoken of;
later when it began to look to outsiders as if no such retirement would take place, it

was still confidently spoken of. 4. Considerable work was done at the front in track
laying and relocation which could only be of use in case of an advance. I was informed

by a British officer in a position to know that the attack south toward St-Quentin was
intended to be made by the Fourth Army. Later, from other less reliable sources, that it
was to be made by the Second Army.

Shortly after the Italian defeat, for a short time there was apparently an abandon-
ment of all plans for an advance, which lasted about a week. There was then a resumption
of activity.

The tanks began to move in about one month before November 20 (the day of the attack),
and were unloaded and tuned up at Plateau, 20 miles in rear. About November 13 they be-
gan to move up to front, entire movement taking place at night. They were unloaded from
1 1/2 to 3 miles in rear and reached their destination before morning, in ruined villages
and woods (generally not more than 1/2 mile from the front line), where they were care-
fully camouflaged. This movement was completed on the night of the 18th.

The heavy artillery began to move in on the 8th, detraining at Peronne, and moving up
under cover of the night. It was all placed well to the front, 1/2 mile to 1 mile in rear
of front lines, in ruined villages and camouflaged in open fields without emplacement.

A considerable number of 6-inch howitzers came in over light railways on specially con-
structed carriages. This movement was practically completed on the 16th. The additional
artillery was largely 6"-howitzers, 9.2"-howitzers, 60 pounders, one 12"-demountable
howitzer, and two 12"-railroad howitzers.

The cavalry (5 divisions) began to arrive about November 10 and moved up toward the
front on the 18th.

The number of infantry divisions brought in is not known, but 4 were passed on the
road. They began to arrive on November 15.

The entire movement appeared to be well conducted, according to prearranged schedule
and without confusion. A ration point supplying 5,000 men jumped overnight to 95,000
with apparent ease. During the entire movement the weather was ideal; fog for 11 days,
and on 2 days low-hanging clouds. No balloons were up at any time. A surprising fact was
that after the 19th all railway movement ceased and no more troops were brought in (except
the French), until December 4 when large amounts of artillery and infantry began to
arrive from the north.

It seems from the above and from the orders given to cavalry, that the British had
given up the idea of a grand advance and that the initial success exceeded their expecta-
tions. The orders to the cavalry called for them to seize and hold, on the first day, the



bridgeheads over the canal at Marcoing and Masnieres. They actually did more than this
but there was a universal disposition on the part of British officers to criticize their
operations and claim that they had failed to take advantage of their opportunities.

The French troops at Peronne, arriving on the 20th and 21st, were 2 divisions of
infantry (including at least 1 brigade of Chasseurs a Pied), 1 or 2 divisions of cavalry,

a large number of armored motor cars and artillery. They informed us that they were the
troupes de poursuite of the French Army, that the English were to make an attack southeast
toward St-Quentin and that they were to follow it up. General Petain was present one day.

Some British officers said that the French had been intended to take part in the
Cambrai attack, but had arrived a day too late. Others, that they had received their
orders a day too late. Others, that they were merely there in reserve. Others, that they
had not been used through jealousy and overconfidence.

The French were withdrawn on the 27th and 28th, and the German counterattack took
place on the morning of the 30th.

On the night of the 29th the situation was as follows: The British were holding line
Tadpole Copse---Southern outskirts Moevres---2/3 of Bourlon Wood---Cantaing---Marcoing---
Masnieres---and the crossing W. of Crevecoeur. The line then followed along the canal to
near Banteux-Bantouzelle, where it left the canal and swung back to the old line in front
of Villers-Guislain. The 55th (Lancashire Div.) held the old line from 1/2 mile in front
of Villers-Guislain to the south and had been in the line for 40 days. The 29th Division
which had advanced on the 20th was still holding north from Villers-Guislain not in
organized trenches but in a series of posts and without an organized system of wire. The
British had not attempted to drive the Germans out of the Banteux-Bantouzelle bridgehead,
which was very strongly organized, and there were 3 permanent bridges over the canal still
in existence.

The British divisions in reserve had been gradually absorbed into the salient to re-
place losses and effect reliefs, and the only available troops in the vicinity except those
in the line, were the cavalry, tanks (at Fins), and a division of the guards which had
been badly cut up two days before at Fontaine and were resting at Metz. A considerable
part of the heavy artillery which had taken part in the original attack was still in
Gouzeaucourt and vicinity, to the number of about 75 guns (6" to 12"). Two of the three
narrow-gauge lines supplying the salient ran respectively through Gouzeaucourt and 1/2
mile to the west. The broad-guage line had been pushed through Gouzeaucourt to Marcoing
and a railhead yard in progress of construction at Gouzeaucourt. An additional line was
being constructed from Velu to Marcoing but had made slow progress. One of the two main
highways to the salient passed through Gouzeaucourt

During the nights of the 29th and 30th, the Germans threw 4 more temporary bridges
across the canal, near Banteux, passed over during the night at least 3 divisions, and in
the morning at about 7 o’clock, after a very short bombardment, moved forward on a com-
paratively narrow front against the 29th Division, at the same time attacking with stronger
forces between Moeuvres and Bourlon. Captured documents showed that the objective was
Fins where the two forces were to unite.

ATTACK AT GOUZEAUCOURT

Accounts of eye witnesses agree that the attacking forces were liberally supplied
with automatic rifles or light machine guns strapped on and fired from the hip. The in-
fantry attack was apparently initiated at the same time as the barrage which was directed
mainly in successive steps on reserve trenches and strong points. Long-range fire (H. V.
and howitzers) was started at the same time on back areas and railheads, particularly on
Fins and Velu. The infantry was accompanied by about 20 low-flying aeroplanes employing
machine-gun fire. The barrage fire employed a very large percentage of howitzers and
heavier guns.



The greater part of 29th Div., and the left battalion of the 55th were apparently com-
pletely surprised and submerged with little resistance. The first warning the 5th N.
Lancashire Battalion (2d to the left of the 55th Division) had of the attack was when the
Germans, fanning out after breaking through, entered Villers-Guislain nearly 1/2 mile in
their rear. All the machine guns of this battalion, 16 in number, were in the first and
second lines and did not come into action. This battalion escaped with 130 left out of
trench strength of 720. The remainder of the division swung back on a pivot about 600
yards to the east of Epehy with the left flank in the air reaching Revelon farmhouse about
10 o'clock when their left was extended along Revelon ridge by about 250 stragglers who
had been rallied.

Meanwhile, the main German attack had occupied Gonnelieu, La Vacquerie, and Gouzeau-
court, progressing about 1,000 yards beyond Gouzeaucourt on the Fins Road, which point
was reached about 10:30 h. The British were holding out in Good Old Man Farm, Villers-
Plouich, and in isolated trenches to the north of the Gouzeaucourt-Cambrai Road, and the
remainder of the 55th Div. on the left around Epehy. About 120 guns of the divisional
artillery and all the heavy artillery in the vicinity of Gouzeaucourt were in the hands of
the Germans. The guards were alarmed at Metz about 8:30 a. m. and marching down made a
counterattack on the German right flank without artillery support but supported by tanks,
driving them back through Gouzeaucourt, recovered all the heavy artillery, and on the
next day drove them back through La Vacquerie and St-Quentin Ridge, to the outskirts of
Villers-Guislain and Gonnelieu. A German counterattack on the 3d recovered La Vacquerie
and the ground in front of Villers-Guislain, compelling the retirement of the British
from the entire salient.

OBSERVATIONS 2d DAY, NOVEMBER 21, 1917

The tanks had no difficulty in crossing Hindenburg special trenches by means of
fascines. By throwing out grapnels they crushed or tore up gaps of 50 feet through the
wire,

The artillery emplaced for indirect fire had difficulty in firing directly at tanks
and in 3 separate battery positions at least, one gun had been dragged out of emplacement
for purpose of direct fire.

Near the front line, the main roads, wherever lined with trees, were blocked by fell-
ing trees across them, evidently done some time before.

The roads back of the German lines were not in good repair, indicating use of narrow
gauge. The broad gauge had been taken up as far as Marcoing and apparently was not much
used beyond Cambrai.

Marcoing was taken by the cavalry on the afternoon of the 1st day, and the German
retreat was so hurried that they were unable to blow up the highway or a fine railway
bridge across the canal and river, although all were mined.

The four tanks had crossed the canal and passed through Marcoing at 9 a. m., November
21. They were in action at 11 a. m. They were probably the remains of a section of 12.

A full section of 12 tanks passed through Marcoing at 11 a. m., November 21. They
were a reserve section which had not been in action previously.

The action east of Marcoing was an attack by a British division headed by 4 tanks
supported by the fire of a dismounted cavalry division on the right. There was very
little artillery fire, but the noise of machine guns and rifle fire was so loud that
bursting shrapnel could not be heard. Attack supported by 3 batteries British artillery
and 1 section long-range machine guns on western bank. British infantry were deploying
in open. German fire, small amount of shrapnel, appeared to be ill-directed.

Two regiments of British artillery were located on the high ground west of Marcoing
but only a few guns in each were keeping up a desultory fire. Ammunition was being brought
up on muleback. In response to questions, various reasons were given for not firing more;
saving ammunition on account of lack of target or lack of orders or confused situation in
front.



The 60-pounders well to the rear were firing continuously throughout the day.

German heavy artillery was executing strategic fire continuously. Very few German
light caliber shells were observed. Occasionally shrapnel exploded on a reverse slope
where a brigade of British infantry was in reserve, but was all too high. Every casualty
seen was rifle or machine gun.

Two thousand (estimated) German prisoners seen in Gouzeaucourt were a very scratchy
lot. Not over 50% were fit for military service. They had plenty of thick clothing of
poor quality and looked well fed.

The 500 prisoners seen on December 3 from attacking troops were a much better lot
though about 30% looked very young.

There was little aerial observation on 1st or 2d days. Aeroplanes over 400 yds. high
could not be seen.

Observations 4th day, November 23 (from high point well in rear): The volume of
artillery fire was very great and everything was apparently in action on both sides.

Was informed that German artillery concealed in Cambrai was giving a great deal of
trouble as British could not reply without destroying French property. Two British 12"-
howitzers on railway carriage were, however, firing on particular points in Cambrai, com-
pelling Germans to abandon railway to a point 6 miles beyond.

Observation was good and airplanes very numerous.

Numerous damaged tanks were lying around and some were being salvaged.

OBSERVATIONS NOVEMBER 30 AND DECEMBER 1

The tanks went into action against the German attack, about 11 o'clock, moving up from
Fins where they were concentrated. I was informed that they had all been brought back to
this point because the British had decided to attempt no further advance and because their
effectiveness had decreased and losses increased very much due to adoption of antitank
measures by the Germans; 12 were lost in Fontaine alone.

The reserve transport for about one-half the troops in the salient, reserve trains,
supply trains of the divisions in the line in the immediate vicinity, limbers and caissons
of the divisional artillery, of the heavy artillery, were all concentrated near Fins,
occupying several square miles and were in the direct line of the German advance. These
all began to move out at about 10 a. m., and caused tremendous congestion on the roads
which were subjected during the day to continuous H. V. fire,.

The military police were very effective in rounding up stragglers, but many got away
on the transport.

The German barrage was very heavy and continuous throughout the day, being directed
throughout the morning on certain lines apparently according to prearranged plans.

The British recovered all the heavy artillery in Gouzeaucourt, but lost 100 guns,
mostly of the divisional artillery.

The British were almost without field artillery on November 30 due to German captures.

During the night of November 30/December 1, artillery was brought down from salient,
arriving about 10:30 a. m. on December 1, This artillery was in position but not in action
until next day, due to:

1. Confused situation in front.

2. Lack of knowledge of the ground.

3. Difficulties in orientation.

(Statements of British artillery officer and of one of our officers who visited them
that afternoon.)

The British expected and feared greatly a further extension of the German attack
south toward Epehy, as the line was not strongly held and was without reserves. (Statement
of division commander to me.)

Troops were so scarce that all division transport was combed out, leaving only 1 man
to every 2 horses. Batmen and orderlies were sent forward; 2 1/2 companies of the American



11th Engineers were held in reserve as infantry, and the Canadian 4th Railway Battery was
sent up from the rear on December 4, armed as infantry. (Personal knowledge.)

The net result of the Cambrai battle was:

1. A depression and reaction as great as the first elation due to loss of artillery
for the first time in 2 years, and to the fact that ground captured had been given up for
the first time.

2. Considerable loss of morale and of the previous feeling of invincibility,

3. An increase of the growing discontent over their leadership. The Ypres show too,
is looked on as a bad failure. Many British officers, up to and including colonels, were
heard to support the idea of a centralized General Staff under French control, tactical
operations to be independent. (Conversations with officers.)

4, Great nervousness apparently in all quarters. A German general attack was re-
ported for the morning of the 12th at 5 a. m. The British artillery opened up all the
line and continued in full blast until 9 a. m. This was by far the heaviest bombardment
of the whole show. No German attack developed. (Conversations with officers and personal
observation.)

5. A definite change from offensive to defensive. (Railway plans.)

[ Written in ink on document:

J. P. HOGAN,
Capt., Engrs., U. S. R.

The undersigned was at the time Adjt.,
11th Engrs. (Rwy.), U. S. A, D. G. T.
troops Third Army, B. E. F. ]

AG, GHQ, AEF: File 7692-B: Letter

Field Marshal Haig Sends his Thanks for Assistance Rendered

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS BRITISH ARMIES IN FRANCE,
December 6, 1917,

Dear General Pershing:

I have much pleasure in forwarding herewith for your information a copy of a report
submitted to me by General Byng, Commanding the British Third Army, on the gallant conduct
of the companies of the American 11th Engineers (Railway), in and near Gouzeaucourt on
November 30.

I desire to express to you my thanks and that of the British forces engaged for the
prompt and valuable assistance rendered, and I trust that you will be good enough to
convey to Colonel Hoffman and his gallant men how much we all appreciate his and their
prompt and soldierly readiness to assist in what, for a time, was a difficult situation.

I much regret the losses suffered by these companies.

Yours very truly,
D. HAIG

General J. J. Pershing,
Commanding American Expeditionary Forces, Paris.
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General Staff BRITISH THIRD ARMY,
No. G-14/300 December 3, 1918.

[Extract]

1. Two and one-half companies of the American 11th Engineers (Railway) under Colonel
Hoffman, having an effective strength of 8 officers and 365 O. R., were employed by me,
during the recent operations, on broad-gauge construction.

2. At 7 a. m., on November 30, 4 officers and 280 men of this regiment were employed
at the GOUZEAUCOURT yard in railway construction.

3. At 7:15 a. m., the hostile barrage came down onto GOUZEAUCOURT.

About 7:30 a. m., Major Burbank, who was in command, ordered a general retirement.
This was effected in the face of artillery and machine-gun fire at the cost of a number of
casualties.

A certain number of men who had taken refuge in dugouts, were cut off by the German
infantry. Some of these managed to effect their escape and at once joined up with British
units and fought with them throughout the day.

About 7 a. m., FINS, where the remainder of the men were, began to be heavily shelled.

The order was given for the men still remaining in the camp (about 85) to scatter in
the fields.

4. The whole party was then assembled under their officers and fell in. Arms and
200 rounds of ammunition were served out to each man.

By noon, 7 officers and 265 men were present for duty.

5. The O. C. Regiment reported to the Headquarters 20th Division, at SOREL offering
the services of his detachment for duty wherever most required, and asked for orders.

He was ordered to assemble his force as a reserve.

At 3 p. m,, the party was employed in digging trenches close behind our line. By
6 p. m., these trenches were finished to a depth of 4 feet.

6. Idesire to draw attention to the initiative shown by Colonel Hoffman, and to
express my thanks to the 11th Engineers (Railway) for the assistance they rendered to this
army at a critical period in the day’s operations.

sk k%%

J. BYNG,
General commanding Third Army.

142-11.4: Memorandum

Transportation Accomplishments

No. A. Q. 20/8/17. BRITISH III CORPS.,
Headquarters, Third Army

I desire to bring to your notice the good work recently carried out under the orders
of the Asst. Director of Light Railways, III South, in the III Corps area in connection
with the 60-cm. railway system. On receipt of orders to prepare for an offensive, it was
necessary to carry out an extended program of construction work if full value was to be
obtained from the then existing system. This work was duly carried out up to scheduled
time. During the period of construction work, a traffic scheme was placed before



Transportation, which enabled me to feed the equivalent of 3 divisions from FINS railhead
without the use of motor or horse transport. This scheme was accepted, and the operation
department have worked it with punctuality and dispatch; the immediate result has been
that the cavalry divisions have had free access north and south through FINS at all hours.

The delivery of large quantities of ammunition to the equivalent of 8 divisional
artilleries and 36 heavy and siege batteries was successfully carried through, and it was
only necessary to use a minimum of lorries, thus saving much wear and tear of roads.

Much of the construction and traffic work was carried out in such close proximity to
the enemy that severe restrictions had to be enforced regarding the use of telephones, and
this added largely to the traffic problem.

W. P. PULTENEY,
Lieutenant General,
Commanding III Corps.

23/11/17

142-33.6: Report
Preliminary Report of Operations

11th ENGINEERS, RAILWAY, A. E. F,,
In the Field, December 1, 1917.

From: C. O., 11th Engrs., Ry.
To: Commander-in-Chief, A. E. F. (through Brig. Gen. W. C. Langfitt).
[Extract]

1. B, F, and one-half E Companies, 11th Engineers, total effective strength on
Nov. 30 - 8 officers and 365 men, camped at Fins, have been employed on the construction
of broad-gauge railway to Marcoing, which was completed on November 28. On the morning
of Nov. 30, 4 officers and 280 men of these companies left camp at 6:30 for work on the
Gouzeaucourt Yard arriving there at 7 h. and started work, together with parties of the
4th Battalon, Canadian Railway Troops, the entire work being under Major Burbank of that
command and Captain C. R, Hulsart, C. O., Co. B, 11th Engrs., Ry., the senior officer of
our troops present. As this was a quiet and well protected section, troops of both commands
were without arms.

2. Heavy shelling of ground to the east of Gouzeaucourt had started before our troops
arrived and about 7:15 h. barrage was moved onto Gouzeaucourt. About 7:30 h., Major
Burbank ordered a general retirement which was effected with some difficulty under artillery,
machine-gun, and aeroplane fire. A number of casualties occurred at this time of whom
eight wounded were brought in. An unknown number of men who had taken refuge in dugouts
were cut off by the German infantry, which occupied Gouzeaucourt soon after and were either
killed or taken prisoner. Some few of them succeeded in joining British combatant units
and fought with them during the day. Two of those taken prisoner succeeded in escaping
and eventually returned to camp. In the course of the retirement there was some scattering,
but most of the men returned to the rendezvous at the camp.

3. Meanwhile at about 7 o'clock active shelling of the area around Fins began and
after two shells had dropped in the camp itself without casualties, the men remaining there



(about 85) were ordered to scatter in the fields to the right. A number of these men were
caught in the tide of retiring British Transport and were picked up by British military
police and by our own camp guards at La Chapelette and returned to Fins.

4, As fast as the men returned to camp they were assembled under arms with 200
rounds of ammunition per man. When I arrived in camp about noon 7 officers and 265 men
were present for duty. At this time there were unaccounted for eighty men. In absence of
instructions from the A, R. C. E. [Chief Engineers], I reported in person to Headquarters
20th Division (Gen. Hyslop) at Sorel, and was instructed to assemble in reserve in the
fields between A and C. At 3 o'clock instructions were received to dig holding trenches
at points D and E.

Tools were secured and the men moved forward, starting work at 4 p. m. At 6 p. m.
trenches were finished to depth of four feet, sufficient for entire command and orders
were received from the 20th Division to withdraw men to camp to hold them in readiness to
man these trenches. At midnight, eleven men had returned from the front and 36 men had
been rounded up in the rear and sent back to camp, making the total wounded and missing 33.
On December 1, this was reduced to 28 by return of five men from the front.

5. At 5 p. m., detail of seven men was furnished by request of A. R. C. E. to repair
break in track at F and further detail of twelve men to assist in transferring ammunition
at O.

* % %k k%

G. M. HOFFMAN,
Colonel, Engineers, N. A,

AG, GHQ, AEF: File 7692-A: Letter

Final Report of Action at Gouzeaucourt

11th ENGINEERS, RAILWAY, A.E. F.,
December 8, 1917.

From: C. O., 11th Engineers, Ry.
To: Commander-in-Chief, A. E. F., France (through Brig. Gen. Langfitt).
[Extract]

1. Supplementing my report of November 30 the following additional details of action
at Gouzeaucourt are submitted * * *

2. The men were unarmed and the attack (a complete surprise) was accompanied by
heavy shell and machine-gun fire both from enemy troops and numerous low-flying aeroplanes.
The casualties were over 10%. Notwithstanding this, the retirement was effected in an
orderly manner and with coolness which has received praise from British officers present.

The camp at Fins (2 miles in the rear) was under heavy shell fire, three direct hits being
recorded, but over 90% of the men left rallied at this point by noon and, after receiving
arms and ammunition, were again ready for action and remained in reserve throughout the day.

LK % 2 2% 2% 2
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4. On December 1, shelling of the camp at Fins was renewed, two heavy shells ex-
ploding in the camp and several in its immediate vicinity. On December 3, by direction of
the A. R. C. E., the men were withdrawn to Brusle, and since that time two of the huts
have been totally wrecked by direct hits.

G. M. HOFFMAN,
Colonel, Engineers, N. A.

COMPANY F, 11th ENGINEERS, RAILWAY,
In the Field, December 4, 1917.
From: C. O., Co. F, 11th Engineers, Ry.
To: C. O., 11th Engineers, Ry.
Subject: Report of operations, November 30.
[Extract]
1. This company left camp at Sorel, by train, at 6:30 h., on the morning of November
30, to construct sidings in the railway yard at Gouzeaucourt. As the train approached
Chapel Crossing, it was observed that Villers-Guislain and Gonnelieu were under heavy
shell fire. The train proceeded to Gouzeaucourt Yard, the men detrained and started work.
In about fifteen minutes the yard was subjected to heavy bombardment by high explosive
and shrapnel; at the same time German aeroplanes, armed with machine guns, flew overhead
and fired upon our men. The company was unarmed, and the men were ordered to clear the

yard. At about this time the German skirmish line was seen coming over the hill preceded
by parties of about five men armed with machine guns.

% %% %

GEORGE H. GIFFORD,
Captain, E. O. R. C.

COMPANY B, 11th ENGINEERS, RAILWAY,
In the Field, December 5, 1917.

From: C. Raymond Hulsart, Captain, U. S. R.

To: C. O., 11th Engineers, Ry.

Subject: German attack upon Gouzeaucourt, November 30, 1917.
[Extract]

LR I I 2% 2% 2

The work train arrived at Gouzeaucourt Yard at about 7:30 h. The troops were detailed
to different parts of the yard between points A and B and work was well under way at about
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8 o’clock when a barrage moved over the ridge and roughly half way to the track, a few
shells bursting near the track at the Cambrai Road. No warning of an advance by the
Germans had been received and at that time no retreating troops had been seen. I, there-
fore, still thought that we need fear only the shelling which had reached the track first

at the Cambrai Road and was moving south, so I ordered all the troops to board the work
train which had begun to move out. The barrage then moved forward to the track in the
vicinity of the train and the locomotive was uncoupled and ran south. I ordered the men
to leave the train, to scatter in the fields to the southwest (south of Gouzeaucourt) and

to hurry over the hill in that direction. At about that time I saw, several hundred yards
to the south, British troops retreating over the ridge C-C and across the track.

After the men had left the train, Lieut. Cone walked south on the track and I walked
north to see if everyone had left. There was no one in sight and I believed everyone had
left, although I learned after that a number of men had sought shelter in dugouts along
the track. Believing that everyone had left, Lieut. Cone and I followed the men up the
ridge to the southwest, he, one or two hundred yards to my left and somewhat in rear with
a group of E Co. men for whom he had walked south on the track. The shelling was then
general along the track and in Gouzeaucourt and the fields between us and the town. The
barrage, with gas shells intermingled, continued to be more advanced on our right to the
north, as it was when it first reached the track.

With about a dozen men, I reached the sunken road D ahead of the main barrage and
found Major Burbank, Lieut. McLoud and a number of men in dugouts. Lieut. Cone reached
the sunken road with two or three men a moment later in the midst of the barrage.

Lieut. Cone had received a wound in the head and said that Sergeant Frank Haley of E
Company had been struck at the same time. As Sergeant Haley had not come in, I went back
about a hundred yards toward the track and found him with Sergeant Donald Maclsaac of

E Co. and two English soldiers waiting for a stretcher which someone had said they would
send. They were then in the heaviest shelling so it was necessary for us to carry

Sergeant Haley to the sunken road without a stretcher, although it caused him considerable
suffering. Sergeant Maclsaac then returned with me to look for a wounded British soldier,
who I was informed had been left in the barrage. We were unable to find him and returned

to the sunken road to send the men on as the Germans were then coming over the ridge

C-C in front of Gouzeaucourt. Major Burbank and Lieutenant McLoud had left the sunken road
with a number of the men. Lieut. Cone and Sergeant Haley had been attended by a British
surgeon attached to a battery quartered in the dugouts in the sunken road and had been
carried by our men on stretchers to ambulances on the Fins-Gouzeaucourt Road.

I got the remainder of our men with some unarmed Canadian and British (about 25 in all)
out of the dugouts and sent them out of the sunken road across the field to the southwest
with orders to follow the first road (Gouzeaucourt-Heudicourt Road ) to eamp. I followed
as soon as I was satisfied that all our men were out of the dugouts.

The shelling in the vicinity of the sunken road and between it and the railroad track
had then greatly diminished. Either the barrage had passed on or had been discontinued.
Heavy shelling continued in Gouzeaucourt.

Following the barrage, appeared a large number of aeroplanes. Two of these turned
machine guns on the 30 or 40 men scattered over the field between the sunken road D and
the Heudicourt Road. Other aeroplanes turned machine guns on the Heudicourt Road and the
railroad. As far as I know no one was hit.

When I reached the Gouzeaucourt-Heudicourt Road, I proceeded toward Heudicourt with
about fifteen men of B, E and F Companies, thence to Sorel Camp to assemble my company.

* % %k k%

C. RAYMOND HULSART,
Captain, Commanding.
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COMPANY F, 11th ENGINEERS, RAILWAY,
In the Field, December 6, 1917.

From: 2d Lieut. E. N. Holstrom, Co. F, 11th Engineers, Ry.
To: C. O., 11th Engineers, Ry.
Subject: German attack on Gouzeaucourt

[Extract]

1. On Friday morning about 7:30 o'clock, I was ordered to construct the remainder of
our siding, connect to the Belgian rail at Gouzeaucourt crossing, and to insert a switch.
Two sergeants, one corporal, and twenty-four men were in my detail. This detail was
divided about evenly and the men distributed along the siding on each side of the road
bed in the immediate vicinity.

2. Shells were bursting seven to eight hundred yards up the Cambrai Road and in the
general direction of Gonnelieu. One shell exploded about two hundred yards away and the
sergeants were instructed that in case another shell burst in the same vicinity, they were
to withdraw their detail, take them away from Gouzeaucourt and into the field.

3. The shelling did not seem to come any closer, so I walked to the south end of the
Gouzeaucourt railroad yard to get information from Major Burbank, 4th Canadian Battalion,
the officer in charge, regarding missing material. However, on reaching him, I found he
was ordering the work train engine out of the yard, and Captain Hulsart, Lieut. McLoud,
and Lieut. Cone were ordering the men away. Shells were then exploding on the tracks
and beyond.

4. Iimmediately turned about and started for my detail, but had no sooner done so,
when I was caught in what turned out to be a heavy barrage. I worked my way through it
to the crossing, where my detail had been at work. No one was in sight. Starting north
along the track I found the senior sergeant and a private. The sergeant reported all men
safely away.

5. We ran along the railroad bank toward Villers-Plouich and out of the heavy shelling.
On reaching an old machine-gun emplacement I waited until the shelling should cease. Word
was passed that the Germans were coming down the Cambrai Road and from St-Quentin Ridge.
We then started into the fields, went around Gouzeaucourt picking up what men we could, and
then I sent the men to camp.

6. Thinking I might be of some use, I went back toward the railroad yard, after going
around the town of Gouzeaucourt, but on reaching a point 200 yards from the Gouzeaucourt-
Heudicourt Road, was sniped at by a machine gun. It was impossible to get any nearer and
nothing could be done further, it seemed, so turned about and went to camp.

LI R 2 O 2

E. N. HOLSTROM,
2d Lieut., E. O.R. C,
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142-33.2: Operations Report
12th ENGINEERS, RAILWAY, A.E. F.,

[In Field Service], December 3, 1917.
From: The Commanding Officer

To: Chief of Engineers, U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.

[Extract]

LR X I O 2

3. Entire regiment on light railway duty within the zone of enemy fire during the

month.
C. McD. TOWNSEND,

Colonel, Corps of Engineers.

142-33.2: Operations Report

12th ENGINEERS, RAILWAY, A. E. F.,
January 4, 1918,

From: The Commanding Officer
To: Chief of Engineers, U. S. Army, Washington, D. C,
[Extract]
trss s
3. Regiment operating light railways in advanced zone during the entire month.

C. McD. TOWNSEND,
Colonel, Corps of Engineers.
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142-11.4: Memorandum

12th ENGINEERS, A. E. F.,
[undated].

Record of Participation in Operations of B. E. F.

[ Extract]

LR R K Ik K J

The entire regiment participated in the preparations for the Cambrai drive which began
November 20, 1917, operating trains and repairing track more or less continuously under
enemy artillery fire and partially under machine-gun fire. Ammunition was delivered under
machine-gun fire to a battery located within 500 yards of the enemy outpost works. On
November 30, 1917, during the enemy counterattack, there were several train crews of the
regiment in the immediate battle area. The German advance swept past one of the crews.

The men, however, concealed themselves and reported after the enemy had been driven back.
The entire regiment stood to under arms all day, November 30, except train operators, and
they also carried rifles.

LI 2 N 4

142-11.4: History
12th ENGINEERS
STANDARD GAUGE RAILWAY OPERATING REGIMENT
SYNOPSIS OF HISTORY

[Extract]

RPETT
EVENTS IN FRANCE

The regiment left Camp St-Martin August 21 and proceeded to Montigny Farm for duty

with the British Fifth Army, operating light railways within range of enemy fire. Com-
panies A, D, and F were later sent to other points in the general vicinity. On November

30, enemy shells were dropped near quarters of Companies A, D, and F who were kept under
arms in readiness to meet attacks., * * *

L2 R R R JE 2
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142-11.5: Chronicle of Events
Stations and Operations, 12th Engineers, November 20 to December 4, 1917
12th ENGINEERS, RAILWAY, A. E. F.

[Extract]

L IR I R O

November

LI R R R X

20th. British offensive on this front began at 6:20 a. m., objective Cambrai. AX
extension lines to the north and east of AX-129 and Cy-25 released to the Canadians.

22d. Asst. Director Light Railways took over maintenance CY lines from CY-15 to the
north switch of the wye at Roisel.

23d. Took over operation of AX Lines from Quinconce to AX-15 and Liermont cut off
from CY-16 to AX-7.

27th. Inspection of the AX and CY lines by General Langfitt.

29th. Colonel Townsend and Captain Foster made inspection of the Templeux Line,
which was taken over for operation this date. Opening of Daley’s Theatre.

30th. Enemy counterattack at Gouzeaucourt, * * * Inspection and muster suspended.
Whole regiment under arms and ready to move.

December 1917

1st. Heavy fighting around Gouzeaucourt, and artillery activity all along this front.
Preparations being made to defend the camp at Montigny, or to throw entire strength into
the line wherever needed. The two missing men at Fins have returned, being able to rejoin
their command after enemy lines had been pushed back beyond their place of concealment.
2d. Enemy is reported to be reinforcing his lines on this front with divisions from
the Russian front. Men at the tractor sheds at Fins driven in, * * *

LI 2 R IR R 2

142-11.4: Memorandum

Transportation Accomplishments

0. C.
66th Divisional Train

[Extract]
I beg to draw to your notice the conduct of * * * the yard staff of 12th Engrs., Ry.,
A E. F., of Decauville Railway, ROISEL Railhead on the morning of the 21st ulto.

Railhead was under heavy shell fire at the time loading of supplies for 66th Division
was due to commence, and only 9 loaders from the supply column could be found. As this
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number was totally inadequate for the work, I invited the assistance of Sgt. Callahan and
as many of his men as would volunteer. Sgt. Callahan and Pvt. Peters immediately produced
about 15 men, and these, with the 9 column loaders, successfully accomplished the loading
of the division’s supplies.

Without his assistance, the rations and supplies for the 66th Division could not
possibly have been delivered, as I understand that the loaded decauville train had only
left the station when the line on which the trucks stood whilst being loaded, received
direct shell fire hits, * * *

Capt. and Adjt.,
66th Divisional Train.

Train H. Q.
17.4.18

AG, GHQ, AEF: File 1109-C: Telegram

14th Engineers Assigned to Duty with British

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS, A. E. F.,
August 15, 1917,

Adjutant General.
Commanding Officer, 14th Regiment, Corps of Engineers, Railway.

The Commander-in-Chief directs me to inform you that your regiment has been assigned
to duty under the British authorities. Colonel William Lassiter, Field Artillery,

Military Attache, London, England, has been asked to arrange for your movements to such
point or points as may be designated by the British authorities, who will arrange for the

supply of your regiment.
J. L. HINES.

142-33.2: Report
Operations of the 14th Engineers

1st BATTALION, 14th ENGINEERS, RAILWAY, A. E. F.,
December 5, 1917,

From: Commanding Officer, 14th Engineers, Railway.

To: Commanding General, American Railway Engineer Regiments with B, E, F,
[Extract]
% % % %%

OPERATION

I.  The operation of salvage trains was continued throughout the month of November.
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On November 30, salvaged material was being hauled to the dumps at Pozieres, Aveluy
Trones [sic], and Beaucourt.

II. On November 5, the engine located at Beaucourt commenced hauling salvage to the
dump at the point from the Beaurnont-Hamel area, the construction of this line having been
completed.

III. On November 15, this command took over the operation and maintenance of tke lines
from the Butte Loop to the west switch of the Bapaume locomotive yard, these lines having
been formerly operated by the 4th Light Raflway Co., B. E. F. Since that time a consider-
able amount of R. E. stores has been hauled from Bazentin through to Bapaume, two Baldwin
locomotives, 766 and 773, having been assigned to this unit on November 23 and 24 respective-
ly to handle this traffic.

IV. An engine has been used throughout the month for hauling water from the center
way standpipe to the Pozieres camp, inasmuch as the well sunk near Pozieres by the British
has proved a failure.

V. On November 30, the total number of engines working on this light railway was 10
as against 12 on October 31. From time to time during the month locomotives have been
taken away from this section and have been assigned to other light railways or sent to the
shops for repairs. This has handicapped our work considerably. The receipt of two Baldwin
locomotives referred to above has relieved the situation to some extent, however.

MAINTENANCE

I. The maintenance of all the lines operated has been continued throughout the month.
The great amount of wet weather has softened the track and caused numerous derailments,

CONSTRUCTION

I.  The construction of the line from Martinpuich to the Butte Loop via the Boche
Tunnel, for which supervision was furnished by this command, has been completed.

CAR CONSTRUCTION

I.  During the month 4 double-truck cars and 1 single-truck car have been constructed
by this unit.

CAMPS AND PERSONNEL

I. Detachments of this command are still located in camps at Bazentin, Aveluy, and
Beaucourt. Battalion headquarters have remained at Pozieres.

sk %2

III. On November 30, the strength of the battalion in this area was 8 officers and
347 men.
(Tonnage statement for November is attached)
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DEAD WEIGHT TONNAGE CARRIED

AMM. PERS. R.E.S. SALV. TIMBER RY.M. O.T. TOTAL

524 216 667 5475 1063 897 1104 9746
CONTINUATION TRAFFIC 100 100
TOTAL TRAFFIC DEALT WITH 9846 tons

BENJ. W GUPPY, Major,
1st Bn., 14th Engrs., Ry., U. S. Army.

2d BATTALION, 14th ENGINEERS, RAILWAY, A. E. F.,
In the Field, December 3, 1917.

From: C. O,, 2d Bn., 14th Engrs., Railway
To: C. O., 14th Engrs., Ry.

Subject: Report of operation for the month of November, 1917.

[Extract]
TRAFFIC
During the month of November, we handled original traffic, as follows:

Ammunition 6,370
Rations 4,160
Personnel 2,642
Coal 339 1/2
R.E. S 1,137 1/2
L.R M. 1,006 1/2
Timber 478 1/2
Roadstone Gravel 988
L.R. B. 2,032
Salvage 1,741
All other traffic 1,243 1/2

22,138 1/2

In addition to this we handled continuation traffic amounting to 10,448 1/2 tons.
Figures for the total ton miles are not available.

The decrease in tonnage is due to the shortage of cars, owing to the fact that all
available rolling stock and power was transferred to the Bapaume section on account of the
push toward Cambrai.

On account of lack of traffic the Beaumetz switcher was discontinued on November 19.
Salvage operations were practically shut out and very little service was performed on the
Beaumetz line.
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POWER

Two Hudson locomotives were sent to Achiet-le-Grand to operate out of that point on the
C-12 line on November 4.

One Hunslet was delivered to the 4th Company at Bapaume on the 4th.

Baldwin 512 was sent to Berguette Shops on November 24.

Baldwin 773 was sent to Pozieres on November 24.

Tractor 2101, our only 40 hp., was idle the entire month waiting for magneto. On
November 1, however, we received two P. E. tractors, with which we have had great success.
These tractors, while top-heavy and rather awkward for light railway track, perform very
good service when properly handled.

The 20-hp. tractors were out of service frequently, waiting for spare parts. These
tractors are not strong enough for the service, and I believe a large part of the trouble
is due to overstrain.

MISCELLANEOUS

Regular trains have been run very well on schedule.

A covered ration car received from Berguette Shops has been used for the American
ration train and also for hospital car on the ambulance train running from Wancourt,
serving the field dressing station at Marliere Cave to C-103. This service was started
on November 11, and has continued daily since, handling on an average of about three
sitting cases.

On November 16, line running from C-9 line to Pelican dump and Cuckoo dump was opened,
and regular service established nightly, consisting of three cars of rations and occasional
cars of R. E. stores. This line runs closer to the front than any of our existing lines,
and operation has to be made at night on account of the fact that the track is in full
view of the German front line.

Control box at C-1205 was closed on November 21 on account of small amount of traffic
on the C-12 line.

Telephone dispatching circuits were changed on November 11 so that the first district
covers the line C-1 to C-13, inclusive, and the second district covers the rest of the
system.

On account of the general shortage of power we have performed a great deal of service
on the line of the Achiet-le-Grand section, averaging about five engines per day sent onto
this line.

As an indication of the amount of ammunition hauled during the time there was a
demand for it - on November 28, we handled six trains, totalling 36 cars of ammunition from
C-9 to various points south between 7:45 p. m. and 10:10 p. m. On the same date 48 cars
of ammunition were received at C-11, of which 42 were going to C-9.

On November 24 the line was blown out in two places just forward of Greystone dump.
Repairs promptly made.

There have been no serious accidents during the month.

L R % R 3 J

A great deal of necessary work has been done by the maintenance department, especially
in the way of lifting, ballasting, and lining of track. In this way the entire track from
C-1 to C-9 has been put in first-class shape. The track around Wancourt and Heninel has
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been ballasted with sand, and the track from C-103 to C-9 and C-201A has been reballasted
in spots and wooden ties have been put under the rails as much as possible.
The health and spirits of the men are excellent.

R. G. HENDERSON,
Captain, 14th Engineers (Railway).

142-27.8: Report

Activities, 14th Engineers, August 21 to Dec. 4, 1917

14th ENGINEERS, LIGHT RAILWAY, A. E. F.,
July 5, 1918.

From: C. O., 14th Engineers, Ry.
To: The Chief of Engineers, Washington, D. C.

[Extract]

&k kokkx

Boisleux-au-Mont

On August 21 we left Boulogne by train * * * and arrived at Boisleux * * *

Boisleux-au-Mont was a small * * * village about six miles south of Arras, at a point
where a branch line to Cambrai left the main railway line between Arras and Albert. From
August 1914, until April 1917, it has been held by the Germans, but in the April retreat
the German line had been withdrawn to a position almost exactly five miles east of Bois-
leux, which was thus left in British possession. Before abandoning the village the
Germans had completely devastated it. * * *

%% %%

* * * The Boisleux front was at that time what is known as a quiet front, that is,
neither side was making any serious attacks in the vicinity * * *

* * * Although we were in numbers and qualifications strong enough to take over the
operation of the entire advance system of light railway lines of the Third Army (north)
only a little over one-third of this system was assigned to us for operation. As this did
not begin to require the service of all our men, the operation and maintenance of a system
of salvage lines centering at Pozieres was also assigned to us, and the remaining strength
was utilized in maintenance work on the system which we were operating from Boisleux. In
addition three detachments were sent out for special work.

L K I IR % 2% 2

1st Battalion Headquarters and Company B proceeded by rail to Pozieres on September 7,
1917, and took over the operation and maintenance of the light railway lines there. * * *

sk %%
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* * * On September 18, regimental headquarters moved into the new camp and the old
camp was entirely abandoned.

% %% %%

The section of line which was turned over to us for operation and partial maintenance
was a portion of the C section of the light railways of the Third Army (north) * * * At
first the C-10, C-11 and C-12 lines, of which the last named did not at that time extend
south of Monchy-au-Bois, were not assigned to us. These were soon after added to our
section one by one, and the C-12 line was extended to Bucquoy, Puisieux-au-Mont [sic] and
Euston Dump. The road was of 60 centimeter (23.6} inches gauge, and was equipped with
light steam locomotives, gasoline tractors, gasoline electric tractors, and cars of about
10 tons capacity. Our work consisted in delivering ammunition to the dumps near Mercatel
and Boyelles, later distributing it from these dumps to the batteries, in hauling engineer
supplies to and from the dump at Boyelles and in taking them forward as needed, and in
taking troops, rations and supplies of all kinds toward or from the front. We also
occasionally handled artillery and frequently handled wounded.

Steam locomotives were used for this work wherever practicable, but all forward areas
were so closely under the enemy’s observation and fire that only tractors were used in
them. Even using tractors our work there was necessarily done at night and it was only on
foggy or dull days that trips were made by daylight.

Though all men stationed in the forward areas were protected from shell fire by living
in dugouts, the train crews operating them had no protection from fire and were frequently
out for several hours on sections of the line which the enemy systematically shelled. It
was only occasionally though that the fire became so intense as to cause the crews to seek
shelter in dugouts. During the first two months of our work this section of the front was
fairly quiet, although the track was frequently broken by shell fire even then, but from
November on the front grew hotter and it became almost a nightly occurrence for the main-
tenance sections to be routed out of their warm beds to repair track broken by shell fire.

Occasionally the trains themselves were struck by shells, * * *

x5 %%

Although some of our men operating in the forward areas were gassed or injured by

shell fire, while many others had narrow escapes, our camp was not molested by artillery
% % %

142-33.2: Report

Activities of Engineer Units, December 1917

14th ENGINEERS, RAILWAY, A E. F .,
January 5, 1918.

From: Commanding Officer, 14th Engineers, Ry.
To: Commanding General, American Railway Regiments with B. E. F.

Inclosed herewith are monthly reports of operations from the two districts of light
railway operated by this regiment.

W. P. WOOTEN,
Colonel, 14th Engineers, Ry.
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1st Battalion, 14th ENGINEERS, RAILWAY, A. E. F.,
For the month of December 1917 |
[Extract]
OPERATION

% % %k kX%

II. The operation of salvage trains was continued throughout the month of December.

* % %

%% %%

By command of Brigadier General Langfitt:

S. M. FELTON, Jr.
2d Lieut., Engrs. U. S. R.
A.D.C.

C SECTION, BRITISH THIRD ARMY (NORTH) LIGHT RAILWAYS,
In the Field, January 4, 1918.

From: C. O., C Section, L. R.

To: C. O., 14th Engineers, Ry.

Subject: Report of operations for the month of December, 1917.
[Extract]
TRAFFIC

During the month of December we handled original traffic as follows:

Ammunition 6,390
Rations 5,266
Personnel 2,233
Coal 506
R.E. S. 1,054
LR M 595
L. R. B. 1,266
Timber 184
Roadstone Gravel 1,024
Salvage 3,751
All other traffic 1,401

23,670

In addition to this we handled continuation traffic amounting to 14,974 tons.
Salvage operations have been resumed on the C-12 line. We are also handling quite a
little sand on this line from the pit at Blairville,
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New ration train from Beaumetz to C-402 was established, and rations handled from
C-402 to points south.

Traffic was hampered by shortage of cars at the beginning of the month, and at the
end of the month there was quite a natural shortage of traffic itself.

LR R O 2
SHELLING OF THE LINE
On December 1, track was broken near Heninel; repaired same afternoon.

On December 3, track was broken near Heninel; repaired at 2 a. m. the following
morning.

E IR IR R OF )
PERSONNEL
(Number employed)

Telephone operators and dispatchers 53
Yd. masters, Yd. clerks and other

traffic duties 49
Mechanical Department 49
Train Crews 115
Maintenance and construction Department 179

LK I % 2% 3

R. G. HENDERSON,
Captain, 14th Engineers, Railway.
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THE SOMME DEFENSIVE
March 21 - April 6, 1918

Preface

When the great German offensive broke through the British lines near PERONNE on
March 21, 1918, the American 6th Engineers Regiment was engaged in bridge building for the
British Fifth Army. Desperate, the British assembled every available man to occupy the
old French trenches known as the Armies Defense Line. The force thus assembled included,
among other units, Companies B and D of the American 6th Engineers, and was popularly
known as “Carey’s Force” because of the British General Carey who was in command.

Documentation for the American 6th Engineers is supplemented herein by reports cover-
ing the American 12th and 14th Engineers Regiments and the 17th, 22d, 28th and 148th Aero
Squadrons since they operated with British units in the area of the Somme Defensive
Operations.
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HS Brit. File: Brit. GHQ: Report
The Somme Defensive
REPORT OF FIELD MARSHAL SIR DOUGLAS HAIG

The enemy’s preparations for the great offensive launched by him on March 21, 1918
were commenced as long ago as the beginning of November 1917. Between that date and the
opening of his attack the strength of the German armies in France and Flanders had been
increased by at least 46 infantry divisions, and this large increase in infantry strength
had been accompanied by a great expansion in artillery. Apart from the disposition of
hostile troops, various other indications had been observed since the early days of
February 1918, which made it appear probable that the preparations for the enemy’s offen-
sive from St-QUENTIN to the La BASSEE Canal were approaching completion, and it had been
possible to draw accurate conclusions from them concerning the approximate front of attack.

On the 50 miles of battle front between La FERE and the ARRAS-CAMBRAI Road, 61 German
Divisions are known to have been engaged in the attack on the first day, of which 36 were
in front line. On the British side 19 divisions were in line on the front attacked, with
10 other divisions and 3 cavalry divisions within available distance as reserves. The
enemy'’s plans were to break through all our prepared lines of defense on the first day by a
sudden surprise assault delivered by an overwhelming superiority of infantry closely
supported by masses of artillery and heavy trench mortars. Thereafter the attacking divi-
sions were ordered to press on straight before them till they met organized resistance, and
they were told that they would not meet it.

The extent to which the enemy’s expectations were realized can be judged by the
experience of the German 50th Division, which attacked southwest from St-QUENTIN. A cap-
tured divisional order shows that its final objective for the first day was the River
SOMME near HAM, a distance of about 11 miles. It only succeeded in penetrating our forward
positions and was held up by the front line of our battle zone at SAVY, about 8 miles short
of its goal.

The ten days of continuous fighting which followed the opening of the battle divide
themselves roughly into three stages. During the first our troops were for the most part
fighting in prepared defenses, and in this stage the enemy’s losses were exceedingly heavy
on all parts of the front. There followed a period in which on the southern and right.
central portions of the battlefield our infantry, weary and reduced in numbers by long
days of stubborn struggle and constantly pressed by greatly superior numbers of comparatively
fresh troops, were compelled to fight a series of dogged rearguard actions, until the
coming of reinforcements and the increasing exhaustion of the enemy produced the third
stage of the battle in which the line gradually became stable.

Notwithstanding the intensity of the hostile bombardment which exceeded anything ex-
perienced hitherto, at no point during the first day’s fighting did the enemy succeed in
getting through the prepared zones in which it had been decided that the battle should be
fought, and on a considerable portion of the front his advance was checked at or in front
of the first line of this zone. That he succeeded in getting as far as he did was due to
the thick fog, which on this and the following day lay on the battlefield, with the result
that the S. O. S. signals sent up by our outposts were hidden from our artillery and
machine guns and the enemy’s assaulting troops were enabled to approach unseen to within
a few yards of our positions and cut much of our wire entanglements by hand.

Nonetheless, reports from all quarters show that the enemy’s losses were everywhere
of the heaviest description. The three British divisions holding the St-QUENTIN sector
claim in these days to have accounted for 70% of the Germans attacking on their front.

The casualties of the German 208th Division which attacked in the neighborhood of Le
VERGUIER are, in fact, reported by prisoners to have reached 70% before relief. The German
45th Reserve Division lost between 40% and 50% of its strength in the first day of the

battle at St-QUENTIN.

-27 -



In this sector, the 1st Bn. Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, 36th Division, performed
very gallant service, fighting to a finish in the battle zone against an entire German
Guard division. It defeated no less than twelve attacks with great slaughter and when
finally overwhelmed by numbers, died in the position it had defended.

The German official reports acknowledge the bitterness of the fighting at EPEHY,
where the 21st Division held out for two days. One company of the German 50th Reserve
Division which went into battle in this area 160 strong mustered 63 a few days later. The
German 4th Division attacked at DOIGNIES and at the end of the first day’s fighting one
of its battalions is known to have been reduced to 3 officers and 109 other ranks. At
LAGNICOURT, where the 6th Division beat off repeated attacks, the German 1st Guard Reserve
Division lost 32 officers in one regiment and the German 20th Division 50% of its strength.
Heavy fighting took place around CROISILLES, where the 3d and 34th Divisions killed large
numbers of the enemy, and on all parts of the front severe casualties were inflicted on
the enemy by other British divisions, some of which have already been mentioned in the
official communiques.

On the afternoon of March 22, assisted by the fog, large masses of hostile troops
poured through certain breaches in our defenses west of St-QUENTIN and forced a withdrawal
of our troops on the southern portion of the battlefield. Two days later the enemy’s
infantry forced the passage of the Rivers SOMME and TORTILLE, and the battle entered on
its second stage. The difficulty of keeping touch between units during this part of the
struggle was very great. The enemy searched unceasingly for gaps in our line, and having
found them tried to make his way through them, making it necessary for our troops to the
right and left to fall back farther to avoid being cut off. Yet in spite of the constant
pressure of the enemy and the weariness of the men, units kept together to a wonderful
extent and repulsed the enemy by constant counterattacks. The gaps in our front were dis-
covered and in every case were filled in time to prevent the enemy who had broken through
our lines of wire and permanent defenses, from breaking through the thin uneven line of
battle-weary men who still barred his way to victory.

In this period of the battle heavy losses were again inflicted on the enemy in the
fighting at HAM, where the German 5th Division suffered 50% casualties and incurred
further heavy losses in crossing the SOMME. The diary of a prisoner of the German 6th
Division shows that the losses sustained by his company at EPENANCOURT on the SOMME
amounted to 40%. Heavy losses known to have been suffered by the German 107th Division
from our machine-gun fire at HIGH Wood. The German 21st Reserve Division near GREVILLERS,
the Bavarian 16th Division at SAPIGNIES, and the German 2d Guard Reserve Division in re-
peated unsuccessful attacks on ERVILLERS are all known to have suffered abnormally heavy
losses from rifle and machine-gun fire.

Numerous instances occur of very gallant conduct on the part of our own troops. At
ROCQUIGNY on March 24, the 47th Division held out all day beating off repeated attacks
with rifle and machine-gun fire. The Guards Division also greatly distinguished itself,
repulsing many attacks with great loss to the enemy.

The value of the cavalry which has been constantly engaged throughout the whole period
of the battle, was most marked, and particularly in this stage of the fight. The divisions,
supported by horse artillery, have been employed, mounted and dismounted, with conspicuous
success, and frequently by rapidity and boldness of action, have restored the situation.

The third stage of the battle was reached on March 27, on which day our troops north
of the SOMME, strengthened by a certain number of fresh divisions, held the line of the
Ancre and the high ground between BEAUMONT-HAMEL and BOYELLES against the succession
of costly and unsuccessful assaults by such fresh and partly rested troops as the enemy had
still available. South of the SOMME, though for the next few days the enemy’s progress
continued, it daily became more difficult and more expensive to his troops, and the line
here also gradually became stable. Great credit is due to the divisions engaged on this
front, including - in addition to those to which public reference has already been made -
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the 20th, 30th, 39th, and 50th Divisions, and certain improvised units, for very gallant
action during many days of constant fighting without relief.

During these days the German 88th Division which had suffered 30% casualties on the
first day of the battle, lost a further 40% of its strength at MEZIERES. The average com-
pany strength of the German 1st Division had been reduced to 40, when the division reached
SAILLY-LAURETTE. The German 13th Division is known to have lost heavily in the fighting
near MORLANCOURT, and severe losses were incurred also by the German 3d Guard Division at
BUCQUOY.

To this stage of the battle belongs the great effort made by the enemy on March 28
northeast, east, and southeast of ARRAS, which was intended to wreck our forces by a
massed attack on a wide front, breaking in upon the flank of our line of battle before it
had been properly established.

Captured documents have given us accurate information concerning this attack. North
of the SCARPE the assault was delivered by three fresh divisions, each with all three
regiments in line, and was supported by the two divisions previously holding the sector.

The enemy’s immediate objective north of the SCARPE was the general line VIMY---BAILLEUL---
St-LAURENT-BLANGY. Three assault divisions were then to carry the VIMY Ridge on the fol-
lowing day. South of the SCARPE, the 2d Guard Division was to take ARRAS, and another
division was to capture the heights east of the town. Two other divisions were also

engaged immediately south of the SCARPE, and thence southwards the area of the attack was
extended as far as PUISIEUX and beyond by as many as eleven German divisions.

The operations north of the SCARPE were carried out under the orders of the Bavarian
III Corps Staff (which took part in the Italian offensive of October 1917), forming part
of the Seventeenth Army of Otto von BELOW, who has throughout been in charge of the
northern portion of the German offensive.

The method of attack was the same as that carried out on March 21, but on this
occasion the enemy’s troops had to assemble and advance to the assault without the pro-
tecting fog which played so prominent and effective a part in his previous success. Just
before the attack was launched, great numbers of German troops were seen in massed forma-
tion on GREENLAND Hill, with artillery drawn up in rear of the infantry. This extra-
ordinary target was at once engaged by our artillery with great effect.

The numbers and determination of his troops only added to the enemy’s losses. The
weight of his assault succeeded in pressing us back from our outpost line; but his
attack then broke down at all points with the heaviest loss before our battle positions,
while the lines of hostile troops checked by our wire entanglements were mown down by fire
of every description at point blank range. Great courage and skill was show by our
machine gunners in our outpost line, who, when the enemy had passed them by in his assault
upon the battle line, turned their machine guns and fired to their rear into the enemy’s
attacking masses. Equal gallantry was displayed by our artillery under the fire of an
enormous concentration of hostile batteries. In one howitzer battery, after all the gun
detachments had been killed or wounded and all the guns but one had been destroyed, the
four remaining officers of the battery continued to fire their last gun until two of them
had been killed and the other two wounded.

In this fight the 4th, 15th, and 56th Divisions, on whom fell the brunt of the enemy’s
attack astride the SCARPE, behaved with the greatest gallantry. On the southern portion
of the front also the enemy’s assaults were repulsed with the heaviest casualties at all
points,

The work performed by our airmen throughout all stages of the battle had been inces-
sant and of the utmost value. Whether judged by the number of German machines they have
brought down, by the weight of bombs they have dropped, the hundreds of thousands of rounds
fired by them from machine guns, or the information they have brought regarding the con-
centration of hostile troops behind the enemy’s lines, the service they have rendered is
without example and its value cannot be exaggerated.
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The bravery and reckless courage which the enemy had displayed in pressing his ad-
vance in the face of a hurricane of point blank fire have necessarily caused him the
severest losses in killed and wounded. Reports from all parts of the battlefield testify
to the sacrifice which the enemy has made in his endeavor to break through.

G. H. Q.

April 5, 1918.

HS Brit. File: Brit. Fifth Army: War Diary Appendices

CAREY'S FORCE
ITS FORMATION AND OPERATIONS March 26/April 1, 1918.

March 25:

At 11 p. m. on March 25 the situation on the Fifth Army front was as follows:

All available divisions were holding the line ROSIERES---PROYART---River SOMME. This
line was continued northwards by Third Army.

No other troops existed in the Fifth Army, nor were any reinforcements likely to be
available for at least 4 days. All divisions in the Fifth Army had been continually in
action since the commencement of the German attack on March 21.

The army commander decided that it was essential for the safety of AMIENS to occupy
the line known as the AMIENS Defense Line by whatever officers and men could be got hold
of from any source within the army.

In 1916 a line to cover AMIENS had been built by the French running east of DEMUIN---
through AUBERCOURT---east of MARCELCAVE---west of WARFUSEE-ABANCOURT---east of
HAMEL---through BOUZENCOURT---and continued north of the SOMME through SAILLY-le-
SEC. This line had been well built, carefully sited, and heavily wired, but unfortunately, after
the German retirement in 1917, it had been filled in in many places and the wire removed.
This had been done in the interests of agriculture. The state of this line between
DEMUIN and the SOMME was roughly as follows:

(a) East of DEMUIN: Trenches fair, wire very poor.

(b) AUBERCOURT to 1 mile S. W. of MARCELCAVE: Trenches fair, wire very patchy.

(c) 1 mile S. W, of MARCELCAVE to 500 yards south of the AMIENS---St-QUENTIN Road:
Both trenches and wire non-existent.

(d) 500 yards south of AMIENS---St-QUENTIN Road to AMIENS---St-QUENTIN Road:
No trenches, wire fair,

(e) AMIENS---St-QUENTIN Road to Bois ’ACCROCHE: No wire or trenches.

() Bois ’ACCROCHE to River SOMME: Both wire and trenches very good. This line
was in process of being improved by a battalion of Canadian railway engineers,
under the orders of G. H. Q.

At 11:30 p.m., March 25, a conference was held at army headquarters, and the question
of source of supply of the men to hold the line was gone into.

It was found that the following were available:

4 army troops companies, RE. - 3 from the vicinity of VILLERS-BRETONNEUX
1 from MOREUIL.

1 tunnelling company, R. E, ) all from the vicinity

1 workshop company, R. E. ) of VILLERS-BRETONNEUX

1 electrical and mechanical company, R. E.)
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A detachment from the Fifth Army Inf. School at TOUTENCOURT

A detachment from the Fifth Army sniping School at VADENCOURT

A detachment from the Fifth Army Musk. School at PONT-REMY.

3 companies, each 100 strong, from the instructors and students of the III Corps
School at BOVES.

A detachment from the XIX Corps School at FOUILLOY.

500 U. S. Engineers from MOREUIL.

A total of 2,200 all ranks to hold a line 8 miles long.

The task of getting these companies and detachments to the line the next day was en-

trusted to Major General Grant, C. E., Fifth Army, assisted by one G. S. officer and one
Q officer, H. Q. Fifth Army, and the army commander’s A. D. C.

March 26:

By 3:30 a.m., March 26, orders had been issued for the movements of all the above

troops, and the necessary transport had been dispatched to bring up those not within
marching distance.

9:30 a.m., General Grant met all C. O.’s of companies or detachments at VILLERS-

BRETONNEUX, explained the situation to them, and allotted the troops to the line as under:

Right Sector: DEMUIN (inclusive}-MARCELCAVE (exclusive).

Lieut. Colonel Irwin, D. S. O., M. C., Essex Regt.
216th Army Troops Company, R. E.

III Corps schools

U. S. engineers

353d E. and M. Company

Center Sector; MARCELCAVE (incl.)-Bois ’ACCROCHE (excl.)

Lieut. Colonel O. Graham, D. S. O., Rifle Brigade
Chief Instructor, Fifth Army Infantry School

No. 4 Workshop Company, R. E.

Fifth Army Infantry School

Fifth Army Sniping School

253d Tunnelling Company, R. E.

217th Army Troops Company, R. E,

Left Sector: Bois A'ACCROCHE (inclusive)-River SOMME.

Lieut. Colonel R. Horn, D. S. O., Seaforth Highlanders
Commandant, Fifth Army Musketry School

144th Army Troops Company, R. E,

213 Army Troops Company, R. E.

Fifth Army Musketry School

XIX Corps schools

During the morning of March 26, 160 Lewis guns had been withdrawn from the army gun

park at LONGUEAU and brought up to VILLERS-BRETONNEUX. Every officer or man who knew

how to fire a Lewis gun was given one, and it was found possible to place 76 guns in the line
each with 40 loaded drums. Most of these officers and men were drawn from the instructors
and students at the III Corps school.

During the day of the 26th, further detachments from the Fifth Army Signal Company

and the Fifth Army Field Survey Company were added to the force, and were allotted to the
left and right sectors respectively.
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14 Vickers guns were provided by the Canadian machine gun corps and were posted in
the line as follows:

4 at AUBERCOURT, 6 at MARCELCAVE, 4 at HAMEL

Major General G. G. S. Carey, C. B., Commanding 20th Division, arrived at VILLERS-
BRETONNEUX during the afternoon of the 26th to take over the force from General Grant, and
he brought with him Brigadier General H. C. Rees, D. S. O., Welsh Regiment, Captain Witts,
Irish Guards, and Captain Barclay, Rifle Brigade, to assist in the staff work.

A detachment of signals, under Major Howarth, Commandant, Fifth Army Signal School,
took over the communications of the force.

The transport available was 15 lorries and 20 G. S. wagons, the former under the orders
of Lieutenant Humphries, Canadian A. S. C., and the latter under Captain Dunning, Fifth
Army Auxiliary Horse Transport Company. The drivers were all C-III men.

Nine mounted orderlies---officers’ grooms and chargers from army headquarters---
assisted in keeping up communication between the headquarters of the force and the dif-
ferent sectors.

There were no clerks, and all office work was done by the staff themselves.

March 27:

On the morning of March 27, the right of the Third Army withdrew to the line SAILLY-
le-SEC---MERICOURT-I'ABBE and, in order to prevent the enemy crossing the SOMME at
CERISY and thus outflanking the left of our line at PROYART, Lt. Col. Horn and 400 men were
ordered out from the left sector to guard the River SOMME. The troops of the U. S.
engineers were moved up from the right sector to the left sector to take the place of these
400 men. Lt. Col. Horn was able to prevent the enemy crossing in large numbers at CERISY,
but finding large numbers of them approaching him from the S. E., having probably crossed
at MERICOURT-sur-SOMME, he was compelled during the evening to withdraw to his original line.

By 6 p. m., the enemy had occupied WARFUSEE, and a few were also seen opposite the
left sector from this village northwards.

During the afternoon, reinforcements of about 300 officers and men were received and
sent up to the centre sector. These men consisted of convalescents who had been evacuated
from the rest camp at CERISY. Also 400 officers and men of the Canadian 2d Railway
Battalion were sent up to the same sector.

March 28:

As it appeared that a hostile attack might take place during the morning of the 28th,
the centre sector was placed under the command of Brigadier General Rees, and Lt. Col.
Graham was withdrawn to headquarters.

During the morning of the 28th, the divisions of the Fifth Army had all withdrawn west
of the AMIENS line, with the exception of the 61st Division which had been ordered to form
up facing north along the railway with their left at MARCELCAVE Station, with a view to
their attacking WARFUSEE from the south.

This attack took place at 11:30 a. m. but was unsuccessful.

At about 5 p. m. a report was received that the enemy had broken through the line at
MARCELCAVE. This was found to be untrue, and was due to observers reporting our men re-
tiring in large numbers from in front of MARCELCAVE. In reality, these men were the
remnants of the 61st Division retiring through our line after their unsuccessful counter-
attack.

MARCELCAVE itself was lost by us during the late afternoon owing to a heavy concen-
tration of hostile artillery on it, but a new line was formed just west of the village,
and was dug in there during the night.
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A detachment from the tank corps, armed with 14 Lewis guns were sent up to reinforce
the centre sector during the day.

Headquarters Carey’s Force moved to the prisoners of war cage, 1 mile west of VILLERS-
BRETONNEUX at about 6 p. m. Here Lt. Col. Graham, who had been relieved by General Rees
in the centre sector, was ordered to organize the collection, feeding, and resting
stragglers. This was carried out with success for the next four days, and in all some
2,000 stragglers of all units in the Fifth Army were sent up again to the line, organized
into platoons and companies, and commanded by fresh officers from the III Corps School at
BOVES.

It may be mentioned here that arrangements had previously been made by Fifth Army,
whereby the Commandant, III Corps School, collected all individual officers, N. C. O.’s
and men who might be trying to rejoin their units from leave or courses at schools. This
was found to be a most useful organization from which to draw officers and N. C. O.'s to
take command of stragglers.

March 29:

As it appeared likely that a strong attack might take place on this day, and as the
only troops between the AMIENS line and AMIENS itself were all concentrating in the vicinity
of GENTELLES and CACHY, 50 officers from BOVES were brought up in lorries, at 7 a.m.,
and posted at intervals from the railway just north of Bois-I'ABBE, through the wood itself
and as far as CACHY. 14 Lewis guns and 500 picks and shovels were distributed along this
line. These officers were ordered to stop all stragglers and set them to dig. This con-
tinued until the moming of April 1, by which time 700 men had been collected, and a fair
amount of digging done. The men were marched to the P. of W. cage every evening, fed, and
rested, whilst the officers returned to BOVES by lorries, and were brought up in the
mornings by the same means.

During the morning of the 29th, a heavy bombardment was directed on our line north of
the AMIENS-St-QUENTIN Road, and two attacks were made. Small numbers of the enemy suc-
ceeded in getting through to Bois ACCROCHE, but were driven out by troops of the 1st
Cavalry Division who had arrived in rear of this part of the line.

Both attacks east of HAMEL failed, and many enemy were killed on our wire.

During the evening of the 29th, the enemy were seen concentrating in IGNAUCOURT and,
in order to meet a possible attack on the right next morning, all available reserves of the
right sector were ordered to get into position on the left bank of the River LUCE, and
cover DEMUIN from the east and south.

March 30:

On the morning of the 30th, the enemy succeeded in driving us off the left bank of
the Luce, and occupying DEMUIN. He also advanced from IGNAUCOURT in great strength and
caused our line to withdraw from between AUBERCOURT and just S. W, of MARCELCAVE as far
as the Bois de Hangard and the wood just east of it.

A counterattack by the Australian 9th Brigade from the direction of CACHY drove the
enemy out again to about the line of the AUBERCOURT-MARCELCAVE Road.

During the night of the 30th, the 61st Division took over command of the line south
of the AMIENS---St-QUENTIN Road and the 1st Cavalry Division the line north of the same
road.

Lt. Col. Graham was moved to left sector to take command.
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March 31:

Although the command of the line had passed out of his hands, the G. O. C. decided to
remain in his present position to assist both his own troops in their administration and
also the two divisions concerned.

By the evening of 31st, all troops of Carey’s Force south of the AMIENS---St-QUENTIN
Road had been relieved by the 18th Division, to whom the command passed.

April 1:

In order to better assist the 1st Cavalry Division of the administration of the troops
on their front, the H. Q. Carey’s Force moved to FOUILLOY in the evening of April 1.

April 2:

By the mommning April 2, it was found that the administrative arrangements made by the
cavalry division were to the satisfaction of General Carey, and it was decided to break
up the H, Q.

The troops in this portion of the line were all eventually relieved by the night of
April 4.

Owing to the break up of the Fifth Army H. Q. and the scattering of the troops com-
posing Carey’s Force, it has not been possible to obtain an accurate return of casualties,
but from enquiries made, it would appear that they were not heavy. A number of men are re-
ported missing, but it is hoped that these will be found later either in stragglers camps
or in the C. C. S.’s.

An order of battle of Carey’s Force is appended.

J. PERCY,
Major General, G. S.
Reserve Army,
April 7, 1918.
CAREY'S FORCE
ORDER OF BATTLE

Commander: Major General G. G. S. Carey, C. B. R. A., 20th Division.
Capt. W. S. B. Bosanquet, D. S. O., A. D. C. to Gen. Sir H. Gough.

Staff: Lt. Col. F. H. Harvey, D. S. O., G. S. O. 1, H. Q. Fifth Army.
Major A. C. Nicol Smith, D. S. O., DA. Q. M. G., H. Q., Fifth Army (from
March 26-28).
Major A. D. Thomson, D. A., Q. M. G., H. Q. XVIII Corps (from March 29-
April 2).
Capt. F. H. Witts, M. C,, Irish Guards.
Capt. M. A. Berkely, Rifle Brigade.

Signals: Major Howarth, R. E., Fifth Army Signals.
Lieut. Lenten, Fifth Army Signals.
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Transport: Capt. Dunning, Fifth Army Auxiliary H. T. Company.
Lieut. Humphries, Canadian A. S. C.

Right Sector: Lt. Col. Irwin, D. S. O., M. C,, Essex Regt.

216th A. T. Coy., R. E. :  T/Capt. D. A. MacDougal, R. E.

III Corps School : Major H. C. R. Saunders, D. S. O., E. Yorkshire Regt.
6th U. S. Engineers : Lt. Col. Hodges, U. S. Army.

353d E.and M. Coy, R.E. : T/Major B. M. Owen, R. E.

Fifth Army Field Survey Coy : T/Capt. E. M. Besly, R. E.

Centre Sector: Brigadier General H. C. Rees, D. S. O.
No. 4 Workshops Coys. R. E. : T/Major G. S. Wilson, R. E.

Fifth Army Infantry School : Lt. Col. O. Graham, D. S. O., Rifle Brigade .
Fifth Army Sniping School : Major D. K. Michie, D. S. O., H. L. L.

253d Tunnelling Coy, R. E. : T/Major Currie, R. E.

217th A, T. Company, R. E. : T/Capt. C. J. Bryden, R. E.

Left Sector:  Lt. Col. Horn, D. S. O., Seaforth Highlanders,
relieved by Lt. Col. Sworder, Gordon Highlanders,
relieved by Lt. Col. Graham, Rifle Brigade.
144th A. T. Company, R. E. : Capt. D. G. Thomson, R. E., T. F.
213th A. T. Company, R. E. : T/Capt. E. A. Pengelly, R. E,
Fifth Army Musketry School : Lt. Col. R. Horn, D. S. O., M. C., Seaforth Highlanders.
XIX Corps School : Lt. Col. J. C. R. King, East Yorks. Regt.
Fifth Army Signals :  Major Yule, R. E.

203-33: Report of Operations

6th REGIMENT, ENGINEERS, A. E. F.,
April 23, 1918.

From: Commanding Officer
To: Chief Engineer Officer, A. E. F., (Through Commanding General, American Troops
with B. E. F.)

[Extract]

1. Headquarters detachment, B and D Companies, continued bridging operations with
Fifth Army, B. E. F,, until March 21. On this date, owing to heavy shelling, some of the
detachments were unable to work, and the camp was subject to shell fire. On the night of
March 22, orders were received from army headquarters to abandon camp and proceed to the
R. E. dump at Chaulnes. Command arrived at destination early in the morning of March 23.
In the afternoon of March 23, orders were received by the R. E. officer in command to pre-
pare the dump at that location for destruction and on receipt of orders to have all troops
abandon same and proceed to Moreuil. Orders were later received to abandon the dump and
destruction of same was consummated by a detail of 6th Engineers on the morning of March 24;
the R. E. organizations and the 6th Engineers in the meantime having proceeded by marching
to the previously designated camp. The command rested at Moreuil for the 24th and 25th.

On the latter date, details were sent out to lay out certain trench work for a defensive
line planned at that time. However, on March 26, the command was ordered moved to Demuin
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and was assigned a certain sector of a defensive line which was constructed and manned
until about noon, March 27, when orders were received to proceed at once by lorries
furnished to take position at a critical point in the defensive line.

The command took over and consolidated trenches for the defense of the Bois des
Tailloux and the line west of Warfusee-Abancourt, and manned this co-jointly with odd
organizations of the B. E. F., and the organizations became part of what is now known as
“Carey’s Forces”; the commanding officer of the American 6th Engineers being in command
of the subsector. This subsector was in continuous action of more or less severity from
the time of its occupancy on March 27, and the troops were still in the line on March 31.

I R I O 2

2. A, C,E, and F Companies and the engineer train continued on construction under
the direction of the C. E. O.,A. S., S. O. S.

J. N. HODGES,
Lieut. Colonel, Corps of Engineers.

203-33: Report of Operations

6th ENGINEERS A.E. F.,
April 6, 1918.

From: Commanding Officer
To: The Chief Engineer Officer, A. E. F.
[Extract]

L IR R 2 2% 2% 2

The organizations of the 6th Engineers were relieved in line early in the morning of
April 3 and repaired to Glisy and remained there until the morning of April 4, when they
proceeded to Belloy-sur-Somme, leaving the latter place for the present station, which has
been announced to your office by telegraph on April 5.

LI

3. The indications as given by army headquarters are that as soon as command has been
refitted, engineering work of a similar nature to that which organizations * * * were pre-
viously engaged on will be undertaken at once, and that in all probability request will be
made for additional organizations of this regiment to assist in the existing emergency.

L X JE IR 3

J. N. HODGES,
Lieut. Col., Corps of Engineers.
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203-11.4: Report

Combat Activities of 6th Engineers

[Extract]

LR b 3% R J

On December 4, 1917, the regiment embarked * * * and * * * arrived in France, December
20, 1917, ***

On February 10, Companies B and D and regimental headquarters entrained for Peronne,
where they had been ordered for heavy bridge construction with the British Fifth Army,

Work on these bridges was carried on near Peronne until March 20, when the German
offensive began. The bridges which had been built were immediately mined, and on March 22,
Peronne by that time being heavily shelled, the engineers withdrew to Chaulnes. Here the
huge engineer dump of the British Fifth Army was prepared for destruction, and a detail of
three officers and twenty-one men left behind. The remainder proceeded to Moreuil.

The engineers were at once put to work constructing hasty defenses near Demuin, trenches
being dug and entanglements erected. On March 27, these defenses being almost complete,
the detachment was moved by trucks to a point near the village of Warfusee-Abancourt, east
of the town of Villers-Bretonneux. Here British rifles were issued, and the detachment
posted in a section of front line trench as infantry.

The time from March 27 to April 3 was spent in holding the line which had been assigned.
The trenches which had been occupied were little more than traced. They were completed
under machine-gun and rifle fire. During the first four days the trenches were subjected
to almost constant shell fire. On March 29, an attack on the sector by the enemy was re-
pulsed after a severe barrage. During this time a relief party was practically wiped out
in an attempt to reach the trenches occupied by the engineers. The remainder of the period
was comparatively quiet, and on April 3 the detachment was relieved. * * *

The strength of the detachment when it entered the line was 15 officers, and about
530 men.

After being relieved from front line duty, the detachment rested for two days near
Amiens, and on April 6 began the construction of plank roads and heavy bridges in front of
the city, in order that in case of further attack, the heavy artillery might be moved
quickly to the rear. ** *

* &% %k k%
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HS Brit. File: 6th Engineers: Letter

British Control

AMERICAN TROOPS ON DUTY WITH B. E. F.,
G. H. Q., 1st ECHELON, B.E. F.,
April 6, 1918.
From: C. G., American troops with B, E. F.
To: Commanding Officer, 6th Engrs.

1. The following telegram received from G. H. Q., A. E. F., is forwarded for your
information:

Number 430-G-4.
In accordance with request made by the British at the headquarters authorization
is hereby given for Hq., Hq. Co., and Companies B and D of the 6th Engineers lately
at British bridge school to remain under the control of British during the present
emergency.
MOSELEY.
By command of Brigadier General Harts:

GAVIN HADDEN,
1st Lieut., Engrs., U. S. R.

HS Brit. File: 6th Engrs.: Message
Handed in at Fifth Army
To Col. Hodges, American 6th Regt. U. S. Engineers, Moreuil

Sender’s number Day of month

G114 26

Please stop work on defense line shown you today by Brig. General Armstrong and meet
me 26th inst. at 9 a.m. at Town Major’s office VILLERS-BRETONNEUX.

[Signature illegible]
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TO RIGHT SECTOR
Sender’s Number CF 20 Day of Month 27

Move the whole of the Americans under Colonel Hodges immediately to take up the line
between the VILLERS-BRETONNEUX---LAMOTTE Road and the Bois des TAILLOUX. Move to be
carried out by American motor transport in relays if necessary. Ammunition, Lewis guns,
and rations to be taken. Line vacated by Americans must be held by you without further
troops. Report completion of move to Col. Sworden, O. C., left sector, at Hq. P 14 d Bois
de Vaire under whose orders American detachment will then come. Report compliance to this
office. Acknowledge. Hold Right Sector reptd Left Sector.

Rec'd 2:15 p.m. J. C. Smith 2 LIRE
A/ADIF. S. C.

From CAREY'S FORCE

Time 1:15 p.m.

Sender’s Number H 16 Day of Month 27

Carey’s front line has been reorganized. I am in command of left sector from P. 22
central to Somme in J 34. You will command my right subsector from my right flank to rd.
inclusive in P 16 b. g. g. The British troops meantime in your front are under your com-
mand. These have 1 Vickers gun at about P 16 b. g. g. and 6 Lewis guns at eastern edge of
Bois des Tailloux and 2 near your left flank. Please distribute your command in depth
and have Lewis guns carefully sited for enfilade fire and allow no dead ground. Please
establish efficient liaison with sectors on your right and left and assist them if need be.
Please send patrol to reconnoitre your front about Q 13 and Q 14. It is reported Germans
are there. Cancel my H 13 dated 27th.

From O. C., Left Sector
Place P 14 d 35

Time 7:10 p.m,

Sender’s Number H 28 Day of Month 28

I send you herewith 2 Lewis gun teams and a party of infantry to reinforce any part of
the front if necessary. Acknowledge receipt and report to me in writing every half hour
what the situation is on your front please. Have you seen any sign of the enemy on your
front since daybreak?
From Left Sector
Time 8:50 h.

J. HANCOCK,
Capt. and Adjt.
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From: Left Sector
Date: March 28, 1918. Hour: 10:45 p.m. Sender No. H 41
To: Lt. Col. Hodges

Please give bearer statement of your dispositions, strengths, and position of H. Q.
My sector is now well held and order restored. The line must be held at all costs. We
are well-supported by artillery. Rifle reinforcements will not be supplied tonight unless
under grave circumstances. Artillery S. O. S. barrage will open immediately; I hear rapid
rifle and Lewis gun fire.

[Undated]

It must be made known to all ranks that the situation of the British and French Armies
is extremely critical. Three days at least must elapse before fresh divisions can be
brought up to counterattack the enemy. The enemy’s objective is AMIENS and if he is
allowed to capture that town the whole of the British Empire will be endangered. We have
been told off to stop the enemy’s advance or at worst hold it up for over three days on
the line we now occupy. All ranks must realize that we must hold on here at all costs.
Stop him we must to save the Empire and France.

[Signature illegible].

142-11.4: Memorandum

12th Engineers in Somme Defensive

12th ENGINEERS, A. E. F.,
Record of Participation in Operations of B. E. F.
[Extract]
From August 21, 1917, to February 28, 1918, the regiment engaged in operation and
maintenance of light railways of the British Military Railways system, attached to and in

the area of the Third Army (south), B. E. F. After February 28, 1918, and until March 21,
1918, the regiment continued its operations, but under control of the Fifth Army, B. E. F,

L I I O

Upon the British Fifth Army’s retirement, March 21-25 the regiment lost its light
railway lines, and from March 28, 1918, to April 12, 1918, it engaged in the construction
of a system of defenses near Terramesnil, called the Pas-Conde Defense Line. * * *
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142-33.2: Operations Report

HEADQUARTERS DETACHMENT, 14th ENGINEERS, RAILWAY, A. E. F.,
April 4, 1918.

From: C. O., Camp Thievres Detachment 14th Engrs., Ry.
To: C. 0., 14th Engineers, Ry.

1. From March 1 to March 22 inclusive, this detachment was engaged in operating light
railway in connection with salvage work as usual. On March 23, salvage work was practically
abandoned on account of withdrawal of labor parties. Between March 22 and 24, it was called
upon to move several trains of ammunition, also several hospital trains.

2. Upon orders from A. D. L. R. Third Army (south), camp at Pozieres was evacuated
10 p. m. March 24, 1918. After two days travel the detachment settled at Thievres, France,
attached to the 9th Battalion, C. R. T., Colonel Moodie in command, and has since been
engaged in digging trenches.

BENJ. W. G. GUPPY,
Lieut., Col., 14th Engineers, Ry.

C Section THIRD ARMY (NORTH), LIGHT RAILWAYS, B. E. F.,
In the Field, April 5, 1918.

From: C. O., C Section, L. R.

To: C. O., 14th Engineers, Ry.
TRAFFIC
[Extract]

During the month of March we handled original and continuation traffic, as follows:

ITEM DEAD WEIGHT CONTINUATION
Ammunition 20,006 2,580
Rations 4,521
Personnel 997 115
Coal 1,486
R.E.S. 1,904 1,194
L.R.M. 725 634
L. R.B. 254 20
Timber 38 126
Roadstone Gravel 968
Salvage 4,248 330
All other traffic 1,631 110

TOTAL 36,678 5,109
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It will be noted that a very large percentage of the tonnage handled was ammunition
in preparation for the battle and during the battle.

Beginning with the early morning of March 21 our work was carried on under battle
conditions. During the day of the 21st as much of the customary service was performed as
was possible, but practically everything was dropped except battery deliveries of ammuni-
tion and the handling of wounded. On March 21 and 22 a tractor and ambulance train ran
regularly between Croisilles and St-Leger Junction, performing very valuable work in
handling wounded. At the same time the Wancourt ambulance train was run, and wounded
were handled from Henin [-sur-Cojeul] to C-103 and thence to Beaumetz.

Beginning March 21 we withdrew some of our forward control posts i. €. Greystones and
Henin Yard. On the 22d on account of advance to the left the position on our immediate
front became more and more untenable. The line between St-Leger Junction and Boyelles
was broken and Boyelles became the firing point for the field artillery. The line around
Wancourt up to Heninel was impossible. During the night of the 21st and 22d our main-
tenance forces repaired some 40 breaks in the line under shell fire.

Controls were evacuated one by one, records and telephones being brought in.

On the afternoon of the 22d, on account of the German front line coming onto the top
of Henin Hill, the position of light railways became untenable, and on orders of the
A. D. L. R. motive power and the bulk of the forces were evacuated to Wailly, leaving the
tractors and sufficient personnel to operate them, some 100 men. Later in the evening on
account of further advance, the tractors and the rest of the personnel were evacuated to
Wailly. The evacuation was carried out in an orderly manner, all records, railroad
supplies, railroad equipment, rolling stock, telephones, etc., being saved. A certain
amount of impedimenta was left behind purposely, and in the next two days several trips
were made to the old camp to salvage coal, a few huts, and some material. At that time
our former camp location was the firing point of field artillery.

Prior to the evacuation of light railway forces, all the broad gauge forces had been
evacuated, and the roadbed blown up, the only other forces in the vicinity being fighting
troops.

Our new camp at Wailly was in a location on a spur track running parallel to the
Arras-Wailly Road, and there were no facilities for the operation of light railways, except
water. However we managed to accomplish some little work, 163 cars being moved between
various points on March 23.

The whole of Mercatel dump, both heavy ammunition and field ammunition was success-
fully evacuated by light railways.

Sub-district control at C-6 became district control for the system, control being
maintained down the C-12 line and back to Beaumetz. On the 23d, on account of advance of
the Germans in toward Albert the control box at Monchy was evacuated, and in the next few
days the Monchy ammunition dump was evacuated by light raflways.

The camp at Wailly, due to further advance of the German line, came under fairly good
observation, and on orders of the A. D. L. R. on the night of March 26, the camp, all rail-
road rolling stock, motive power, and supplies were evacuated to Berneville, where a new
camp was pitched, and Companies D and E left to operate. It was necessary to construct
a new district control at Berneville, and to establish new control boxes on the line running
from Berneville thru Basseux to the C-12 line. Fourteen petrol electric tractors were
assigned and ammunition handed over to us by the 31st Light Railway Company at Berneville
was worked forward to dumps at Blairville and Monchy, while Monchy was open. Despite this
second move, light railway operations were carried on without practically any let-up.

On account of battle conditions and on account of two evacuations the men had to be
called on to work very excessive hours under severe conditions.
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The record of casualties is, taking everything into consideration, extraordinarily
low, ***
R. G. HENDERSON,
Major, 14th Engineers (Railway).

12th ENGINEERS, RAILWAY, A. E. F.,,
In Field Service, April 3, 1918,

From: The Commanding Officer
To: The Chief of Engineers, U. S. Army, Washington

[Extract]

* %% % %%

3. March 1 to 16, Headquarters, Companies B, C, and E, operating light railways out
of Montigny, France. On the 16th, Company B moved to new camp at Le Mesnil, which had
previously been staked out on tactical orders from the A. D. L. R. March 16 to 21, Head-
quarters, Companies C and E continued to operate light railways. March 21, owing to enemy
bombardment, which began at 4:30 a. m., and in compliance with orders received from the
A. D. L. R. Fifth Army, north (British) Regimental Headquarters left camp at Montigny at
8 p. m. for Le Mesnil, arrived at 10:30 p. m., distance marched about 7 miles.

March 22, Companies C and E arrived at Le Mesnil 10 a. m., having marched from
Montigny. Montigny at that time was being shelled very heavily by the enemy and remaining
equipment and supplies belonging to the regiment had to be left for destruction by the
British infantry. At 2 p. m., received orders to evacuate Le Mesnil and proceed to a point
on the Estrees-Fay Road. Rear guard of 35 men left at Le Mesnil to guard property and load
trucks which were plying between Le Mesnil and Fay. Main body marching arrived at Estrees
at 6 p. m., distance about 11 miles. Rear guard left Le Mesnil 8 p. m. proceeding by
Peronne Road to its intersection with the Amiens Road, thence west to the Estrees-Fay Road
into camp, arriving 12 p. m.

March 24, orders recetved 3 a.m. to proceed west along the Amiens Road, destination
not known, destroying all rolling stock. Convoy, Lieutenant Ragland in command, left camp
3:45 a. m. fully loaded. Main body left camp at 4 a. m., Major Laird commanding, moving
via Estrees Road to Amiens Road, thence west on the Amiens Road. Captain Foster in charge
of demolition. Forty men, Captain Burden commanding left as rear guard. Demolition party
having completed their operations left at 6 a. m., followed by the rear guard at 6:30 a. m.,
and joined main body at La Flaque at 10 a. m.---distance from Fay camp to La Flaque approxi-
mately eleven miles. Companies D and F from Tincourt joined main body at this point.
Company A from Quinconce moved through to Wiencourt. Headquarters, B, C, D, E and F went
into bivouac.

March 25, orders received 3 a.m. to proceed at once with entire regiment to Vecquemont.
Main body, Major Laird in command, marched out at 7 a.m.; trucks having been loaded also
moved out toward Vecquemont, Captain Foster in charge of trucks moved directly to Vecquemont
to arrange for quarters and determine nature of work in which Regiment was to be engaged.
Trucks returned to La Flaque at 1 p. m. for balance of equipment and two were sent to
Wiencourt to move equipment belonging to Company A at that point. Truck and rear guard
moved out of La Flaque at 2 p. m., trucks moved on ahead, and rearguard marched west on
Amiens Road to Villers-Bretonneux thence northwest through Fouilloy, Aubigny and Daours to



camp located just beyond Vecquemont, arriving at 11:45 p.m. The main body under Major Laird
had previously arrived at 4 p.m. - distance from La Flaque to Vecquemont approximately
15 miles.

March 26, sent working party under Captain McGeehan consisting of entire regiment,
less headquarters detachment and sick, for constructing trenches at Vadencourt as part of
the defense for Amiens. This party left at 7 a. m., marching via Daours, Pont-Noyelles,
Behencourt, Contay through Vadencourt, arriving 12:30 p. m. Blanket rolls and rations
carried in trucks. Commanding officer arriving by auto near Vadencourt at 3 p. m.

Orders received by dispatch rider near Vadencourt for the entire regiment to move at once

to Valheureux, leaving not later than 5:30 p. m. Working detail under Capt. Foster formed
main body which left Vadencourt at 4 p. m. Trucks carrying blanket rolls and rations sent
directly to Valheureux with orders to return to Vecquemont for remaining equipment. Main
body marched through Vadencourt, Contay, Herissart, Val-de-Maison, Fme du Roisel, to
Valheureux, arriving 12:30 a. m. Commanding officer returned to Vecquemont, then left by
auto for Valheureux. Remaining troops at Vecquemont, less rearguard of eight men, left

camp at 5:50 p. m., marching through Lamotte, Camon, Rivery, thence northwest on Bernaville
Road to road fork just south of railroad crossing of broad gauge through Longpre.

March 27, Vecquemont party, after bivouacking just south of road fork already mentioned,
took up march at 6:30 a. m., proceeding north along Bernaville Road to Canaples thence to
Montrelet, thence to Bonneville and Valheureux, arriving at 4 p. m. Received orders to
move entire regiment at once to Terramesnil. Regiment minus detachment which had just
arrived in camp cleared Valheureux at 5 p. m., proceeding via Beauquesne to Terramesnil,
arriving at that point 8 p. m. Regiment assigned to billets. Sergeant Taylor and party
at Vecquemont sent in one consignment of equipment, which arrived at Terramesnil at
7 p- m. Distance from Vecquemont to Valheureux 28 miles; from Valheureux to Terramesnil
5 miles.

March 28, morning devoted to reorganizing companies and regimental headquarters
Both battalions, less sick, marched out to sector assigned east of Bleauquesne for con-
struction of trenches, arriving there at 1:30 p. m. when work was started. Detachment left
at Valheureux arriving at Terramesnil at 4 p. m.

March 29, 30, 31 all available men detailed to work on trenches. Record of Events
for Company A: Company A with special detachment left Quinconce with equipment, about 11
p. m., March 22, and proceeded on British light railway to Hem: Left Hem about 12 m.
March 23, and proceeded on British light railway to Froissy, arriving 2 a. m., March 24.

Left Froissy about 7 a. m. March 24 on British light railway and proceeded to Wiencourt,
arriving there about 1 p. m., March 24. Left Wiencourt about 10 a. m., March 25, and
marched to Vecquemont, arriving there about 6 p. m. same date.

Record of Events, Company D: All of the company actively engaged in the operation
and maintenance of the light railways in the British army area (Fifth Army north) between
Ste-Emilie, Heudicourt, and Tincourt, near Peronne, Somme until March 21, 1918. Were
under shell fire at Tincourt for period of 28 hours. At 10 a. m. March 22, evacuated
camp at Tincourt via light railway, taking all power, equipment and supplies. From
Quinconce we proceeded under order of A. D. L. R. to Hem dump, arriving at that point at
5 p. m. Pitched temporary camp at Hem and on the morning of March 23, removed ammunition
and equipment from Quinconce. Left Hem via light railway at 8 p. m. with La Flaque as
ultimate destination. Arrived at Maurepas at 11 p. m., March 23. Last train left this
point at 8 a. m., March 24. Left Mericourt at 10 a. m.; left Bray at 2 p. m.; left
Froissy at 4 p. m. and arrived at La Flaque at 6 p. m.

Record of Events for Company F: Engaged in operation of light railways (CY Lines) of
Fifth Army north at Tincourt, until a. m. of March 22. Evacuated Tincourt camp at 11 a. m.,
March 22. Traveled by light railway through Quinconce to Hem dump, arriving at 5 p. m.,
March 22. Left Hem dump 6 p. m. March 23 by light railway, through Mericourt, Bray-sur-
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Somme, Froissy to camp near La Flaque, arriving about 5 p. m., March 24, with all engines,
cars, railway and company supplies and equipment.

WILDURR WILLING,

Colonel, Corps of Engineers, N. A.,
Commanding,

12th ENGINEERS, RAILWAY, A. E. F.,
In Field Service, May 2, 1918,

From: The Commanding Officer
To: The Chief of Engineers, U S. Army, Washington, D. C.

[Extract]

LK R I IR 2% J

3. The entire regiment was billeted at Terramesnil, France, from March 27 to April
12, engaged in fortification work. On April 12, in compliance with orders received from
C. R. E., B sector G. H. Q. lines, the regiment moved from Terramesnil to Val-de-Maison,
leaving the former point at 7:30 p. m., arriving at the new camp at 9:30 p. m., distance
5 miles. The supplies and equipment moved by lorries, the men marching. The entire
regiment remained at Val-de-Maison, continuing the fortification work until April 15, when
Company C was detached for special duty at Planques. * **

2k k%%

WILDURR WILLING
Colonel, Corps of Engineers, N. A.

142-32.16: Field Messages
Office of Origin and Service Instructions
SDR
To: American 12th Engineers, Montigny
Sender's Number LR 27 Day of Month 21
Withdraw forthwith to Mesnil-Bruntel [sic] camp. Rolling stock as already arranged.
From: XIX Corps

Time: 4:50 p. m.
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From: C. O., 12th Engrs., Ry.

At: Le Mesnil
Date: Mar. 21, 1918 Hour: 9:15 p. m. No. 1
To: C. O. Detachment at Montigny.

You will evacuate camp and railroad proceeding at once to Le Mesnil, leave only con-
trol post at Hancourt, work back rolling stock. Bring phones with you. Am sending you
three more trucks.

By order of Major Laird:

W. W. BURDEN,
Capt. Engrs., U. S.R.,

Adjutant.
From: XIXCorps, B. E.F,
Date: Mar. 22, 1918 No. H 120
To: American 12th Engineers, Estrees
Move to Estrees 62/c M. 30 c.
W. H. HAIG,
Major.

From: A.D. L. R {Assistant Director Light Railways]
Date: Mar. 24, 1918
To: Major Laird, 12th Engineers, U. S. R.

The general position makes it necessary for you to remain near La Flaque and for your
unit to assist in working the L. Rys., engines, and stock southwards as required toward
Wiencourt. Arrangements are being made for your companies to join you as quickly as pos-
sible so that you will have your battalion complete very shortly.

L. R. COLLINS,
Lt. Col.,, A.D. L. R.-V. N,
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Date: Mar. 24, 1918 Hour: 10:40 p. m.
To: Officer Commanding 12th Engineers

Please arrange to report to Col. Hervey, 4th C. R. T., with the whole of your unit at
the earliest possible time at Vecquemont, east of Amiens. The officer presenting this
will explain the route.

L. R. COLLINS,
Lt. Col., AD.L.R.,VN.

From: C. O., 12th Engrs., Ry.

At: La Flaque
Date: Mar. 24, 1918 Hour: 7:05 a. m.
To: C. O., Company A, Wiencourt.

Regiment has been ordered to move at once to Vecquemont. You will load all supplies
possible in your truck and truck I am sending. These trucks will proceed as rapidly as
possible to Vecquemont. Will be unloaded by Captain Foster and returned to this camp for
more supplies. Except rear guard which will remain to load trucks, your main body will
march, heavy marching order, to Villers-Bretonneux, waiting there for the main body from
this camp. All mail in your possession will be sent by you on the first truck.

By order of Major Laird:

W. W. BURDEN,
Capt. Engrs., U. S. R,,

Adjutant.
From: 4thC.R T.
Date: Mar. 25, 1918
To: O.C.4thC.R. T.
O. C. 12th Engineers
[Extract]

Please proceed at once with construction of trench line as per plans as follows:
4th C. R. T. Ribemont 62D. J-4-A 5.1

To Baizieux 62D. D-6-d 5.9
12th Engineers, Baizieux 62D. D-6-d 5.9

To Contay 57D U-15-a 5.1

EXx %% %%
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142-33.2:0perations Report

14th ENGINEERS, RAILWAY, A. E. F.,
April 12, 1918.

From: Commanding Officer, 14th Engineers, Ry.

To: Commander-in-Chief, American Expeditionary Forces.
(through Commanding General, American troops with B. E. F.)

1. On March 21, 1918, the 14th Engineers, Ry. was stationed as follows:

Regimental Headquarters, the 2d Battalion and Company A were at Boisleux-au-Mont,
operating a section of 60-cm. railway, serving the front lines and batteries of the VI
Corps, B. E. F. A portion of these troops were stationed in small detachments along the
lines we were operating and some of them were engaged in track maintenance.

The 1st Battalion, less Company A, was stationed at Pozieres, engaged in operating and
maintaining 60-cm. lines used mainly for salvage purposes.

2. As it had been for some time realized that the Germans would possibly attack our
front and might make our advanced position untenable, the regimental supplies of all kinds
except those needed for daily use had been transferred to Beaumetz-les-Loges about ten
days before. Beaumetz is about six miles northwest of Boisleux and had light railway con-
nection with the latter. Plans had also been made for withdrawing troops and railway
rolling stock toward Beaumetz in case of necessity.

3. Although the bombardment of March 21 was extremely heavy and damaged the light
railway lines in many places, it was still possible to continue much of the customary
service, but the bulk of service consisted in deliveries of ammunition to batteries and
the handling of wounded. The most advanced control posts of the regiment were withdrawn
owing to the fact that the section of raflroad leading to them were being broken by shell
fire so badly that it was impossible to maintain them.

4. On March 22, the conditions were much the same as on the 21st, but an advance of
the German line had further restricted the extent of advanced lines which it was practicable
to operate and by direction of the Assistant Director of Light Railways of the Third Army
(north) the camp at Boisleux was abandoned that night, except for the gasoline tractors and
personnel to operate them. Regimental headquarters and a detachment of the troops went to
Beaumetz and the bulk of the personnel went into camp near Wailly, where they were con-
veniently located to carry on such operating as could still be done. The withdrawal was
made in good order and all the records and impedimenta except such junk as will inevitably
accumulate when a regiment has been stationed for seven months in one place were saved.
For two days longer it was practicable to make trips back to Boisleux and salvage a great
deal of the coal stored there as well as some other material.

5. While at Wailly, operations were continued, the principal work being the evacuation
of the large ammunition dumps at Mercatel and Monchy-au-Bois. But for the fact that our
light railway existed and could be thus utilized, it would certainly have been necessary to
blow up the Mercatel dump and probably the Monchy dump.

6. A further advance of the German line brought Wailly under his observation and on
March 26 a withdrawal from there and from Beaumetz was effected. Regimental headquarters
and companies A and F withdrew to Fosseux, and the 2d Battalion, less Company F, went into
camp at Bernaville. The 2d Battalion has continued its work of railway operation while
Companies A and F have been engaged in maintenance of track and construction of new lines.

7. The 14th Engineers, Ry., is now the only light railway organization operating lines
in advanced areas south of Arras. Its operations will be extended as soon as new lines
have been constructed.
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8. The lst Battalion, less Company A, at Pozieres, continued its work hauling salvage
until March 23, when salvage work was practically abandoned on account of the withdrawal of
the labor parties engaged on it. Between March 22 and March 24 it was called upon to move
ammunition and hospital trains.

9. It had not been anticipated that any advance which the Germans might make would be
sufficiently rapid to render it necessary for the 1st Battalion to prepare beforehand plans
for retirement. In fact, it was not until the late afternoon of March 24 that they were
informed by the Assistant Director of Light Railways, Third Army (south) that it was neces-
sary for them to retire. Pursuant to his instructions, they retired that night to Aveluy in
good order, taking most of their impedimenta with them. On March 25 they proceeded to
Lealvillers, on March 26 to Candas, and on March 27 to Thievres where they were engaged
until the end of the month in digging trenches.

10. On March 21 I had been away from the regiment for some days. On learning from the
paper of March 22 that a heavy attack had started, I asked for and obtained authority to
return to my regiment, and rejoined it at Beaumetz on March 24. During my absence, the
regiment was commanded by Lieut. Colonel B. W. Guppy.

W. P. Wooten,
Colonel, 14th Engineers, Ry.

1st BATTALION, 14TH ENGINEERS, RAILWAY, A. E. F.,
May 3, 1918.

From: C. O. 1st Battalion, 14th Engrs., Ry.
To: C. O. 14th Engineers (Ry.)
Subject: Report for month of April 1918
[Extract]

1. From April 1 to 5, this battalion, consisting of Companies B and C, was attached
to the 9th Battalion C. R. T. engaged in digging reserve trenches in vicinity of Thievres
under direction of the above battalion. * * *

2. April 6, this battalion was detached from the 9th Battalion C. R. T. and attached
tothe A. D. L. R,, Ill. Moved from Thievres to Hauteville. Battalion marched from
Thievres to Mondicourt, approximately four miles and entrained on broad gauge and traveled
about ten miles to Wanquetin Yard, detrained and marched about one-half mile to new camp
site at Hauteville.

E I R O R % 3
6. There was no enemy shelling which interfered with the work during the entire month.

LOUIS DEB. LOVETT,
Major, 1st Battalion, 14th Engrs., Ry.



2d BATTALION, 14TH ENGINEERS, RAILWAY, A. E. F.,
In the Field, May 1, 1918.

From: C. O., 2d Bn., 14th Engrs. Ry.

To: C. O., 14th Engrs., Ry.

Subject: Report of operation for month of April, 1918.
TRAFFIC
[Extract]

During the month of April we handled original and continuation traffic as follows:

ITEM DEAD WEIGHT CONTINUATION
Ammunition 3,050 8,396
Rations 205
Personnel 2,054 i1
R.E.S. 1,158 264
L.R. M. 316 160
L. R.B. 40
Timber 86
Roadstone Gravel 144
Salvage 1,452 762
All other traffic 638 86

TOTAL 9,143 9,809

We are delivering amrmunition to the batteries at Essarts, Wallly and between Beaumetz
and Wailly. The amount of work performed has been limited to account of lack of railhead
to the broad gauge. A new railhead has been constructed at Saulty-LARBRET with lines
thence to Monchy, Basseux and Fosseux. One company of the regiment is at present operating
at LARBRET.

% %k % %%

R. G. HENDERSON,
Major, 14th Engineers, Ry.
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2-11.4: Study

HISTORY OF THE 17TH AERO SQUADRON
[Document undated and unsigned]*

[ Extract ]

R R I I O

* * * The squadron was sent to the front to learn how to rig S. E. 5's and take care
of Hispano-Suiza engines. For this purpose it was arranged that each flight [Headquarters,
A, B, and C], under the command of a ground officer, should be attached to a separate
R. F. C, fighting squadron for duty and final training, while the C. O. and the pilots
went to various flying schools in Great Britain.* * *

On February 9, the squadron sailed from Southampton for Le Havre * * *

At Le Havre, * * * Headquarters Flight was assigned to 24th Squadron at Matigny:; A
Flight to 84th Squadron at Guizancourt; B to 60th Squadron at Ste-Marie-Capell, near
Hazebrouck, on the Flanders front; and C to 56th Squadron at Baizieux. All left at once
except B Flight which followed them the next day.

Up to the beginning of the German push on March 21, all of the flights had much the
same experience. * * * Instruction was to be entirely in British hands, but discipline in
those of the American officer in charge.

Before long our men knew their machines and engines well enough to be rather a help
than a hindrance to the squadrons to which they were attached. * * *

The 17th Squadron * * * was handicapped in many ways by its complete detachment from
the American service. More than that, * * * our flights were totally out of touch with
one another. Later on a succession of officers, placed in command of American aviation
units with the British, came for an hour or two, at widely scattered intervals, to see how
we were “getting on.” This, however, was long after our detachments had, each with its
British unit, settled down to serious war work. Supplies, particularly clothing, were
unobtainable. The squadron was destitute of transport.

When the German drive began, all flights, with the exception of B, were still on the
aerodromes to which they had been sent originally., B Flight, however, had moved to
Bailleul where it had had its baptism of shell fire, shrapnel, and bombing, through which
it had come unscathed. A little later (March 23) it moved to Bellevue, back of Arras.

The whole squadron was now on the front involved in the Hun attack and from the end of
March on, all flights took part in a succession of movements carried out in the face of

the enemy advance. They helped build new aerodromes; they helped abandon them and build
still others as the British army moved back.

2% %% %%

* * * Headquarters Flight began its retreat on the first day of the drive (March 21)
when 24th Squadron, R. A. F., left Moreuil. It abandoned the aerodrome only a few hours
before the Hun reached it, and some of our men were among those who remained to burn, if
necessary, the hangars and quarters. Before their task was finished, the Hun had all but
come across the other side of the field and they were under machine-gun fire. From Moreuil
the flight went with 24th Squadron to Bertangles; then from Bertangles to Conteville. At
Guizancourt, A Flight had been under artillery fire, while with 84th Squadron, R. A. F.,
before they moved to Roye, and the last man to leave got away only an hour and a half

* This document, the only one on file for this unit, is part of the Gorrell Collection of Air Corps documents in the
files of GHQ, AEF for World War 1.
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before the Germans came up. From Roye it went to Vert-Galant Farm (March 24) and then to
Maison-Ponthieu (March 29). At last the Hun was held and A made, with 84th Squadron, only
one more move (April 5) before the 17th was reassembled-this time to Bertangles. The

other two flights had much the same experience. B Flight had come down from Flanders to
Bellevue with 60th Squadron just in time to stand by to move. All the British squadron’s
stores and property were divided up so that, if need arose, they could be destroyed in the
order of their relative importance. Nothing, in spite of much foreboding, was lost in

moving to Fienvillers (March 28). There B Flight remained until April when it went near
Rougefay (April 12) which was the last camp it occupied as a detached flight with 60th
Squadron. C Flight moved once (March 26) from Baizieux to Valheureux Farm, near Candas.

These spring months were one of the busiest and most exciting times the R. A. F. had
known, and during them the enlisted men of the 17th Squadron learned much more than the
care of their machines. They now know what it meant to send out patrols and move in-
cessantly from one aerodrome to another at the same time. And that knowledge * * * was
* * * more valuable than the knowledge they gained of service machines and engines.

Later, when they were operating as an American unit with the R. A. F., word came in the
middle of the night to move in five hours; they were ready before that brief interval had
elapsed.

On April 1, Headquarters Flight was detached from 24th Squadron, and until May 20 it
worked as a salvage section under the 22d Wing, R. A. F. In those five weeks it salvaged
twenty-five enemy machines and fourteen British, chiefly without lights in the darkness
of the night, within 500 yards of the German lines.

2k %k k%

2-11.4: History

22d Aero Squadron in Somme Defensive

MITCHEL FIELD,
Long Island, N. Y.

From: Commanding Officer, 22d Aero Squadron, A. S.
To: Executive Officer

[Extract]

$% % %53

The 22d Aero Squadron landed* * *

* * * on February 16 at Liverpool, England. They were sent to the American Rest
Camp, Romsey, England, * * * where they stayed until March 2, 1918. From there they pro-
ceeded to Dunkerque, France, and detachments or flights of the squadron were attached to
different units of the Royal Air Force, B. E. F., all along the British front, for further
training.

2k k%%

FRANK B. TYNDALL,
Capt., A. S. A., Commanding.



2-11.4; Memorandum

22d Aero Squadron in the Somme Defensive

U. S. AIR SERVICE, A. E. F.,
May 31, 1919.

[Extract]

% k% %%

The pilots were sent to various training schools in England, while the enlisted
personnel under the administrative officers went to Dunkerque.

%% %%

Headquarters, A, B, and C Flights * * * went to Dunkerque * * * on March 2, 1918,
Here another split was made in the following assignments to units of the Royal Naval Air
Service, which were engaged in day bombing. Hq. A and B Flights to No. 6 Squadron and
C Flight to No. 2 Squadron. Later transfers were A Flight to No. 4 Aviation Service
Depot at Guines for instruction and repair work, and B Flight to No. 5 Squadron, R. N. A.
S., on the Somme, where one man was lost by capture.

The split squadron was * * * attached to British units * * * during the German drive
of March 21. The segments underwent much experience in Hun bombing, sea raids, and
shelling by the famous Ludendorf gun. During the British retreat, * * * camps were hurriedly
broken up and repitched through a succession of stops at Mons-en-Chaussee, Champien,
Bertangles, and-Maison-Ronthieu for B Flight.

C Flight went to the 9th R. F. C. Squadron at Centerville [sic] * * *

*xx®

On June 24, 1918, the flights were reassembled at Guines and then went to the 3d
Aviation Instruction Center of the A. E. F. at Issoudun * * *,

* %k %k k%

ARTHUR RAYMOND BROOKS,
Ist Lt., A. S., U. S. A.



2-11.4: Letter

28th Aero Squadron in the Somme Defensive

MITCHEL FIELD,
Long Island, N. Y., June 15, 1919.

From: Commanding Officer, 28th Aero Squadron
To: Executive Officer

[Extract]

LR

On February 25, 1918, the Squadron [28th Aero] embarked * * * on the White Star liner
Olympic, disembarking on the morning of March 6, 1918, * * * the squadron detrained at
Winchester in the late afternoon. After a 6 days’ rest period we hiked to Romsey and were
soon relieved of our commanding and flying officers; * * * the organization was divided
into four flights, namely, Flights A, B, and C, and headquarters. * * * This division
was necessary as the squadron was to be on duty with the Royal Flying Corps in France.

* * * on the night of March 17 1918, the squadron landed at Le Havre, France.

Upon arrival at Rest Camp No. 2, Flight C was ordered to Villers-Bretonneux (Somme),
for duty with the 25th Squadron, R. F. C. The other flights were ordered to Hazebrouck,
Nord, and upon arrival there found the shells falling at intervals of one minute. Head-
quarters and Flight A joined the 57th Squadron, R. F. C., at Ste-Marie-Cappel, and B
Flight joined 18th Squadron, R. F. C. at Triezennes. These were all-day bombing squadrons.

LK K 2 % % 2

During the period of training with the Royal Flying Corps, the squadron was under
heavy shell fire at different intervals. The work of the organization was such as to call
forth official recognition from R. F. C. Headquarters * * * The different R. F. C.
Squadrons to which the flights were attached expressed * * * regret * * * [when] orders
were received to assemble the squadron and proceed to Issoudun (Indre).

EJE X X % 2

Wm. E. GRIMMER, Jr.,
1st Lt., Air Service (A),
28th Aero Squadron.
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2-11.4: Study

The 148th Aero Squadron in the Somme Defensive
[Undated and Unsigned Document}*

[Extract]

L N N

Chapter IIl
TRAINING IN FRANCE

As the men were now about to enter a training stage of nearly four months before they
would take over the responsibilities of a war flying squadron, it was necessary to break
the squadron into three divisions, each to be sent to a different Royal Air Force fighting
squadron.* * *

On arriving at Le Havre the entire squadron proceeded to a rest camp * * * and the
next day orders came through * * * Headquarters and A Flights * * * were ordered to join
No. 54 Squadron, Royal Air Force, near Ham which was then very close to the lines. They
left Le Havre on March 20 and * * *

* * + went by train to Rouen where they spent the night at a nearby rest camp, en-
training again the next evening * * *. The men were in the famous “Chevaux 8 Hommes 40"
cars and the night was cold and the wind piercing. By morning they pulled into Chaulnes,
well up to the front and the sound of a continuous barrage * * * filled the air. The
Germans by this time, the 22d, were bombarding Ham. The Railway Transport Officer at
Chaulnes, * * * would not permit the detachment to go any farther toward the lines.* * *
Chaulnes was in a fever of excitement, troop trains were being rushed through the town on
the way to the Peronne and St-Quentin fronts * * * box-cars and coaches, filled with
refugees * * * were moving westward * * * an aerial battle between Allied scout plane and
a Hun two-seater took place over the town that afternoon. The Hun was finally brought
down out of control.

The detachment in their cars were run in alongside the Chaulnes Station to remain for
the night. A temporary camp was pitched about one hundred yards from this station. While
the members of the detachment were retiring, a Hun bombing plane came over * * *

* * * In the meantime the detachment had been ordered to leave Chaulnes * * * all got
aboard a train for Amiens, arriving there an hour or two later * * *

They remained in the cars at the Amiens Station that night * * * with * * * bombs
falling all around them * * *

In the afternoon the detachment was moved to a schoolhouse in the city and about a
quarter of a mile from the station. * * * [after three days] orders came through to go to
Romescamp west of Amiens. After an eight-hour stay here they proceeded by train to No. 2
Rest Camp at Le Havre,

It was near Amiens at this time that Colonel Bolling, the American officer in charge
of the aviation units attached to the British, was killed.

* ¢ *+ After three days’' rest, * * *

Headquarters and A Flights moved to Etaples, arriving there the night of April 3, * * *
The next day they went by train to Aire where trucks of No. 40 Squadron * * * took them up
to the airdrome, backed up against the town of Bruay. The men were billeted near the air-
drome. A detail of thirty men was detached and sent to No. 4 Squadron, Australian Flying

* [Editorial Footnote: This document, the only one on file for this unit, is part of the Gorrell Collection of Air Corps
documents in the files of GHQ, AEF for World War 1.}
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Corps, for training on the same field. The remainder were assigned to the 40th and the
next day saw each man assigned to his particular duties and their training had begun at
last.

As the Hun still continued his push, the Royal Air Force was evacuating their fields
in front and many of the 148th men were detailed to go up an help dismantle airdromes of
hangars, Nisson huts, etc. * * *

The 148th men with No. 40 Squadron were working on S. E. 5’s. They * * * soon were
taking an active part in taking care of the machines and doing the routine work of the
Royal Air Force mechanic.

* % % k%%

About a week after the detachment had joined the 40th and 4th Squadrons, the Huns
started shelling Bruay, alongside of which the airdrome was situated. * * *

* * * Now and then one would land very close to the airdrome, throwing pieces of
shrapnel about the hangars and billets, but the town was obviously their mark, and work
went on as usual in the hangars.

Every night the Gothas would come over, - some times in flights, and then the search-
lights would get busy reaching about up there in the blackness, * * * In the meantime the
“Archie” batteries would get in their good work and as long as the Huns stayed over the
lines the white puffs would burst around them * * * Many times those bursts accomplished
their purposes and the Hun machine would * * * crash somewhere nearby.

It was while the 148th men were at this airdrome that Lieut. Banks, No. 43 Squadron,
R. A. F., brought down the first Gotha at night by going up in a Sopwith Camel scout plane
and shooting one down in flames. Soon after this several night flying squadrons of Sop-

with Camels were formed and their success in bringing Hun bombers by the aid of the search-

lights was phenomenal.

22 %% %%
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THE LYS OPERATION
April 9 - 27, 1918

Preface

On April 9, 1918, German units broke through the British lines in FLANDERS on a 12-
mile front along the LYS River south of YPRES. This drive culminated in the German capture
of MONT-KEMMEL on April 25.

Associated with British units in this operation were the American 1st Gas Regiment
(30th Engrs.), the 28th Pursuit Squadron, and the 16th Engineers Regiment.
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HS Brit. File: Somme Defensive: Special Order

Critical Condition of British Front
SIR DOUGLAS HAIG’S ORDER TO THE ARMY

The following Special Order of the Day by Field Marshal Sir Douglas Haig is issued for
the information of troops in France:

To all ranks of the British Army in France and Flanders.

Three weeks ago today the enemy began his terrific attacks against us on a 50-mile
front. His objects are to separate us from the French, to take the Channel ports, and
destroy the British Army.

In spite of throwing already 106 divisions into the battle, and enduring the most
reckless sacrifice of human life, he has, as yet, made little progress towards his goals.

We owe this to the determined fighting and self-sacrifice of our troops.

Words fail me to express the admiration which I feel for the splendid resistance
offered by all ranks of our Army under the most trying circumstances.

Many amongst us now are tired. To those I would say that victory will belong to the
side which holds out the longest.

The French Army is moving rapidly and in great force to our support.

There is no other course open to us but to fight it out. Every position must be held
to the last man; there must be no retirement. With our backs to the wall, and believing
in the justice of our cause, each one of us must fight on to the end.

The safety of our homes and the freedom of mankind depend alike upon the conduct of
each one of us at this critical moment.

April 12, 1918.

HS Brit. File: American 11th Engrs.: Instruction

Combat Equipment for American Railway Engineers
4035/6 (Q. B. 1)
First Army

In regard to the regiments of railway engineers at present detached from the American
Expeditionary Force for duty in your formation, the following instructions are circulated
for your information.

1. The personnel will be armed and equipped with British rifles and bayonets, and in
cases where the American scabbard will not take our bayonet, with scabbards and frogs.

The American rifle sling can be used on the British rifle.

2. The American arms, etc., replaced, will be withdrawn, packed, and sent down to the
Ordnance Depot, CALAIS, for storage until such time as storage accommodation is available
under the supervision of the American II Corps Headquarters.

3. Reinforcements for the above units will be sent up unarmed by the American Expedi-
tionary Force, and on arrival in army areas will require to be equipped with rifles,
bayonets, scabbards, and slings.

The American scabbard is in some cases fixed to the waistbelt, and may therefore be
brought by reinforcements, in which case, provided the scabbard will take the British
bayonet, they need not be replaced.
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4. Inregard to the personnel of these regiments who may be received into hospital
and sent down to the base on account of wounds or sickness, the clothing and equipment
(the property of the American Government) will be dealt with and treated in the same way
as equipment and clothing of British troops, i. e.,

Clothing will be collected at the C. C. S. and returned to PARIS for cleaning and
disinfection.

Equipment will be collected and returned to the Ordnance Base Depot supplying the
formation to which the unit is attached where it will be overhauled and repaired.

The clothing and American equipment will, after overhauled, be packed and held ready
for transfer to the American authorities under arrangements to be made by the Director of
Ordnance Services.

R. S. MAY, M. G.,

G. H. Q. for
April 20, 1918 Quartermaster General.

HS Brit. File: 16th Engrs.: Memorandum

11th and 16th Engineers Allotted to British First Army
0. B./2196/1.
First Army
[Extract]

The 11th and 16th Regiments of American Engineers, which are expected to arrive by
rail commencing April 5 and 6, are allotted to First Army,

* % %k % %%

K. WIGRAM, B. G.,

for

Lieutenant General,

C.G.S.,

Chief of the General Staff in the Field.

General Headquarters
April 5, 1918,
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AG, GHQ, AEF: File 15390-A8:; Letter

11th and 16th Engineers Arrive

G. H. Q. 1st ECHELON, B. E. F.,
April 10, 1918.

From: C. G., American troops with B. E. F.
To: Commander-in-Chief, A. E. F,

1. The arrival of the following units in this command, is hereby reported.
April 6---11th Engrs., Ry., Colonel Herbert Deakyne, Commanding.
Detrained at Savy
Now encamped at Wanquetin.
April 7---16th Engrs., Ry., Colonel Harry Burgess, Commanding,
Detrained at Savy
Now billeted in the neighborhood of that point.
2. These regiments are now under orders of the British authorities.

W. W. HARTS,
Brigadier General, N. A.,
Commanding.

142-11.4: Letter
16th Engineers in the Lys Operation

16th REGIMENT ENGINEERS, RAILWAY, A. E. F.,
May 8, 1918.

From: Commanding Officer, 16th Engineers, Railway
To: C.E. O., A E. F. (Through Hq. A. E. F., with the B. E. F.)

Subject: Report of Operations for April 1918.

1. The regiment arrived at its new station on April 7, and commenced operations on

April 10.
2. The entire regiment has been employed in railway construction, and has built

eighteen miles of sixty centimetre railway with numerous standard gauge sidings.
3. The work has been completed in all respects with the exception of ballasting,
Fifty per cent of the line remains to be ballasted.

H. BURGESS,
Colonel of Engineers,
Commanding.
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HS Brit. File: American 30th Engrs.: Memorandum

30th Engineers (Gas and Flame) in the Lys Operation

0. A. 190.

1. The Headquarters 1st Battalion and A and B Companies, 30th Engineers of American
Expeditionary Force, at present with First Army (SAINS-en-GOHELLE), will be withdrawn to
tank corps area.

2. Movement will be carried out by supply train.

Entrainment will take place at HESDIN on April 23 under First Army arrangements; de-
trainment at AUCHY-les-HESDIN under tank corps arrangements.

3. On arrival in tank corps area those troops (strength approximately 600) will be
administered by tank corps.

4. Spare kits will be collected from the HELFAUT area by lorries under arrangements
which will be made by D. G. S. with O. C. Omnibus Park, FREVENT, and tank corps.

5. Further orders will be issued as to the movement of these troops to rejoin the
American Expeditionary Force.

S. NELTHORPE,
Major,
for
G. H. Q. Lieut. General,
April 21, 1918. Chief of the General Staff.

142-383.2: Reports of Operations

1st BATTALION, 30th ENGINEERS, A. E. F.,
March 1918.

[Extract]

Company B of this battalion completed its training and was attached to Special Com-
panies, R. E., B. E. F. [Royal Engineers, British Expeditionary Forces], and participated
in front line offensive actions against the enemy for the entire month along the Lens
sector. These actions occurred on March 21 and 28 at Cite St-Pierre. * * *

Company A of this battalion completed its training at Depot Special Brigade, R. E.,
B. E. F., and moved to the front, being attached to Special Companies, R. E., B. E. F,
Company participated in actions of March 19 at Messines, March 19 at Frelinghien,
March 27, at Neuve-Eglise and the action of March 21 at Warneton. * * *

L. E. ROBBE,
Major, 30th Engineers.



30th ENGINEERS,
May 1, 1918

From: Commanding Officer, 30th Engineers, A. E. F.
To: Chief Engineer, A. E. F., through Chief of Gas Service.
[Extract]

1. Regimental Headquarters Detachment, 1st Battalion Headquarters Detachment,
Medical Detachment, Company A and Company B, 30th Engineers, continued operations with
British Expeditionary Forces as stated in March report. Each company was divided into four
platoons and each platoon was attached to one of the Special Companies, R, E. These com-
panies were actively engaged in gas attacks against the enemy, using projectors, Stokes mortars,
and cylinders, participating in attacks at Erquinghem, Cite St-Emile, Lens, and other minor
operations. * * *

2. During the month, companies and detachments mentioned above were withdrawn from
the line. They assisted in an extensive movement of stores from Sains-en-Gohelle to
Dieval. On April 22, they entrained at Barlin for Auchy-les-Hesdin where they remained
until April 25, when they were moved to Chaumont by train and marched from Chaumont to
La Ville-au-Bois, 6 kilometers, where they have since been billeted.

3. Companies C and D continued training at Humes until April 27 when they moved to
La Ville-au-Bois, where they have since been billeted. The movement was made by automobile
truck.

* %k k % k %

E. J. ATKISSON,
Lt. Colonel, 30th Engineers, N, A,

2-11.4: Study

The 28th Aero Squadron in the Lys Operation *
[Extract]

* * * about [April 7] a part of B Flight was detached from the 18th Squadron, R. F. C.,
and joined the 40th Squadron, R. F. C.; they being exceptionally active. They were only
here a short time and rejoined the command at Treizennes.

The Germans had started their new drive for the Channel ports, making their great
attempt south of Ypres. Enemy artillery was shelling the airdrome at Treizennes forcing
the 18th Squadron to move to safer quarters at Serny on April 8. By April 12, the Germans
had gained rapidly and were within light artillery range of Ste-Marie-Cappel. Here all
excess baggage and supplies were placed so that they could be destroyed in case the thin
line of reserves gave way. This proved unnecessary, for the night was spent at the air-
drome. On the 13th, however, Headquarters Flight, moved to Boisinghem, here being attached
to the 206th Squadron, Royal Naval Air Force, equipped with De Haviland 9 day-bombers.

* This document is part of the Gorrell Collection, compiled to cover the activities of Air Corps units in World War 1.



A Flight proceeded to Alquines, there being attached to the 98th Squadron, R. F. C., who
were equipped with the same type of machines. On April 15, 206th Squadron with Head-
quarters Flight, joined the 98th Squadron with A Flight on the Alquines airdrome.

During this time, all the flights were receiving their initiation in modern warfare,
and were much elated at receiving official recognition from General Headquarters, Royal
Flying Corps, for their valuable assistance given during the strenuous days. The men had
grown accustomed to the work and were fast becoming expert in the care of the machines.
The work was interesting, being long-distance day bombing and reconnaissance missions over
the lines of the First and Fifth Armies inclusive.

LI I K R O 4
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AISNE DEFENSIVE OPERATION
May 27 - June 5, 1918

Preface

Germany's plan for her military campaigns in 1918 called first for the destruction of
the British Army in the Spring, then, all forces were to be concentrated to crush France.

In furtherance of the strike at the British, attacks were launched in PICARDY and FLANDERS
during March and April. These failed in their announced proposed. Meanwhile, German prepa-
rations had gone steadily forward for a blow against the French along the AISNE River line,

The Allied High Command realized that a German attack was in the making, but, it was
considered improbable that it would come against the AISNE front.

On the morning of May 27, German assault troops struck the AISNE front from between
BERRY-au-BAC and ANIZY-le-CHATEAU. The blow was a complete surprise and the Germans
overran the CHEMIN-des-DAMES positions and crossed the AISNE River by noon.

The progress of battle in the AISNE area is developed in the documents which follow.
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2d Division, A.E. F.
Composition, May 29-July 3, 1918

DIVISION HEADQUARTERS
Division Commander - Maj. Gen. Omar Bundy
Chief of Staff - Col. Preston Brown
3d INFANTRY BRIGADE 4th MARINE BRIGADE (INF.)
Brig. Gen. Edward M. Lewis Brig. Gen. James G. Harbord
9th Infantry (5th Marines
Col. Leroy S. Upton See ( Col. Wendell C. Neville
special ( Col. Logan Feland
23d Infantry table (6th Marines
Col. Paul B. Malone following ( Col. Albertus W. Catlin, to 6/6
( Lt. Col. Harry Lee, from 6/7
5th Machine Gun Battalion
Maj. Harry T. Lewis 6th Machine Gun Battalion

Maj. Edward B. Cole, to 6/10
Maj. L. W. T. Waller, from 6/20

2d FIELD ARTILLERY BRIGADE

Brig. Gen. Wm. Chamberlaine to 6/26
Col. Albert J. Bowley, from 6/27

12th Field Artillery (75) 17 Field Artillery (155)
Col. Manus McCloskey Col. Albert J. Bowley

15th Field Artillery (75) 2d Trench Mortar Battery
Col. Joseph R. Davis Capt. John Bonner, C. A. C., U. S. R.

DIVISIONAL TROOPS TRAINS

4th Machine Gun Battalion 2d Train Headquaters and Military Police
Maj. Edmund L. Zane Col. Russell C. Langdon, Inf.

2d Engineers 2d Ammunition Train

Col. James F. McIndoe
2d Supply Train

1st Signal Battalion
Maj. Frank K. Chapin 2d Engineer Train
Headquarters Troop 2d Sanitary Train

3 Ambulance Cos., Nos. 1, 15 and 16
4 Field Hospitals, Nos. 1, 15, 16 and 23
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ATTACHED TROOPS
American French

7th Infantry (3d Div.), June 16-23

(At times between June 2 and July 3)
(At times between June 19 and July 3)

12th Field Artillery (75)

2d Balloon Company 3 Bns., 37th Field Artillery (75)
1st Bn., 30th Engrs. (1st Gas Regt.) 1st and 2d Bns., 232d Field Artillery (75)
1st Flash Ranging Section 1st Bn., 236th Field Artillery (75)
7th Bn., 107th Field Artillery (75)
French 1 Bn., 333d Artillery (155)
280th Aero Squadron
44th Balloon Company

G-3; GHQ: 2d Div.: File 116: Designations of American Marine Corps Companies

4th MARINE BRIGADE (INF.)
2d Division, A. E. F.
5th MARINES 6th MARINES
1st Battalion 1st Battalion

Maj. Julius S. Turrill
8th (Regtl. M. G.) Co.

Maj. John H. Hughes
73d (Regtl. M. G} Co

17th (A) Co. 74th (A) Co.

49th (B) Co. 75th (B) Co.

66th (C) Co. 76th (C) Co.

67th (D) Co. 95th (D) Co.
2d Battalion 2d Battalion

Lt. Col. F. M. Wise
Maj. Ralph S. Keyser

Maj. Thomas W. Holcomb

18th (E) Co. 78th (E) Co.

43d (F) Co. 79th (F) Co.

blst (G) Co. 80th (G) Co.

55th (H) Co. 96th (H) Co.
3d Battalion 3d Battalion

Maj. Benjamin S. Berry
Maj. Maurice E. Shearer

Maj. Berton W. Sibley

16th (I) Co. 82d (M Co.

20th (K) Co. 83d (K) Co.
45th (L) Co. 84th (L) Co.
47th (M) Co. 97th (M) Co.

6th Machine Gun Battalion

15th (A) Co. 77th (C) Co.
23d (B) Co. 81st (D) Co.



2d Div.: WWR: Vol. 6: War Diary
2D DIVISION, A. E. F.,
Chaumont-en-Vexin, May 29, 1918.
[Extract]
Location: The CHAUMONT-en-VEXIN area.
seeans
Ammunition on hand: Small arms: Belts and combat trains filled.
Artillery: Combat trains filled.
Ammunition trains filled.
Rations on hand: 3 days’ reserve and 2 days’ with troops.

2 days’ reserve in supply trains.

Forage on hand: 3 days'.

%k k%%

Available for duty: 1,063 officers, 25,602 men.

L % % 2% %

WM. W. BESSELL,
Adjutant General, Adjutant.

202-32.1: Order
Division, A. E. F., Ordered to Another Area
FIELD ORDERS 2d DIVISION, A.E. F.,
No. 4 CHAUMONT-en-VEXIN, May 30, 1918---9:30 p. m.
[Extract]

MAPS: BEAUVAIS---ROUEN---1/50,000

1. The division moves to another area.

2. Movement by rail and bus.

Exception: = Motor transportation by marching.
3. Embussing and entraining begins May 31.

2 k% %%
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10. Division headquarters closes at hour of departure of last train. Advanced
echelon opens May 31, 4 p. m., at a point to be communicated verbally to general officers.

By command of Major General Bundy:
PRESTON BROWN,

Colonel, General Staff,
Chief of Staff.

2d Div.: WWR: Vol. 9;: Order

March of 2d Field Artillery Brigade from Chaumont-en-Vexin
Area to Beavais Area

FIELD ORDERS No. 1 2d FIELD ARTILLERY BRIGADE, A. E. F,,
CHAUMONT-en-VEXIN-May 30, 1918.
[Extract]
MAPS: ROUEN, NE - SE ) 1/50,000
BEAUVAIS, NW-SW )
Troops in order of March:
a. Brig. Hdq.
b. 12thF. A.
c. 17thF.A.
d. 15thF. A
e. 2dT. B.Bn.

[

This Brigade marches to the zones of WARLUIS and AUNEUIL (BEAUVAIS area).

% % % % % %

10. Brigade headquarters will be AUNEUIL.
By command of Brigadier General Chamberlaine:
W. C. POTTER,

Lieut. Col., Field Artillery,
Adjutant.

202-33.3: Journal of Operations

2d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
CHAUMONT-en-VEXIN, May 30, 1918.

The 2d Division was stationed in the GISORS---CHAUMONT-en-VEXIN area for a period of

training. On this day, the commanding general of the French Group Reserve Armies at
NOAILLES requested that the division be moved into the BEAUVAIS area with headquarters at
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AUNEUIL [OISE]. The movement was to be made by marching, commencing the morning of May
31 and terminating in two days.

All preparations were made for this move, when at about 5 p. m., a French staff
officer arrived with an order to embus the infantry in French camions at 5 a. m., May 31,
for the area around MEAUX [Seine-et-Marne]. At 12 midnight, another French officer arrived
with the information that the remainder of the division, field artillery and the animal
transportation of the infantry would move by rail. The first train was to leave at
5:30 a. m.

202-33.5: War Diary 2d DIVISION, A. E. F.

CHAUMONT-en-VEXIN, May 30, 1918.
[Extract]
Location: The CHAUMONT-en-VEXIN area.

%% k%%

Avalilable for duty: 1,064 officers, 25,614 men.

%k k%

WILLIAM W. BESSELL,
Adjutant General, Adjutant.

202-32.7: Order

Orders to Close Gap at Ru d’Alland

[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, G. S. FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
No. 970/3 TRILPORT, May 31, 19182 p. m.

SPECIAL ORDERS No. 3,156
for the American 2d Division

1. The American 2d Division, whose infantry is being transported by truck and artil-
lery by rail, has been placed at the disposal of the Sixth Army.

The infantry will detruck beginning at 3 p. m., in the region MAY-en-MULTIEN---ROUVRES
---NEUFCHELLES (on west bank of the OURCQ Canal).

The artillery will begin its detrainment probably during the night of May 31/June 1,
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2. The General commanding the American 2d Division will direct the detrucking of his
infantry, so as to place its mass in battle formation in rear of the valley of the CLIGNON,
between MONTIGNY and GANDELU, inclusive, pushing forward his advance guard to the front
CHEZY-en-ORXOIS---St-QUENTIN, in liaison:

On the west, with the elements of the French II Colonial Corps, which is located in
the region Bois de BOURNEVILLE-MAROLLES;

On the east, with the elements of the French 73d Infantry Division which are operating
in the region of PRIEZ.

Orders will be issued in proper time to direct the artillery on the point to be desig-
nated by the General commanding the American 2d Division.

Headquarters American 2d Division for May 31: MAY-en-MULTIEN.

3. The American 2d Division is placed under the orders of the General commanding the
French VII Army Corps for the initial purpose of closing the gap at Ru d’ALLAND, and then
to counterattack as soon as possible in the direction of PASSY-en-VALOIS---MARIZY-St-MARD.

DUCHENE.

202-32.7: Order

One Brigade 2d Division, A. E. F., Detached for Duty

Under French VII Army Corps
[Comtemporary Translation]
3d Section, G. S. FRENCH VII ARMY CORPS,
No. 431 MAREUIL-sur-OURCQ, May 31, 1918.

Special Order for the American 2d Div.

No. 1 By order of the General commanding the Sixth Army, one brigade of the 2d Division
is placed under the orders of the VII A. C. for the operation of June 1.
No. 2 Upon receipt of this order, the brigade designated by the Commanding General of
the 2d Div., will continue its advance towards the front and form for attack in rear of
the front held by the French 4th Division.

The post of command of the 4th Div. is at CHEZY-en-ORXOIS,

The post of command of the American brigade under the orders of the VII A, C.,
will be at La Briqueterie, 2 kilometers west of CHEZY,

By command of Major General de Bazelaire:

MOURRUAU,
Chief of Staff,
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202-32.1: Order

Concentration of 2d Division, A. E. F.

FIELD ORDER 2d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
No. 5 MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, May 31, 1918--7:40 p. m.

MAPS: MEUX 1/80,000

1. A strong enemy attack has developed on the line EPIEDS---ETREPILLY---BOURESCHES.
The division passes from the French VII Army Corps to the French XXI Army Corps as
reserve.
2. It will be concentrated at once in the area MONTREUIL---DHUISY---BEZU---COUPRU.
3. (a) 3d Brigade. In the zone MONTREUIL---DHUISY---MARIGNY---La FERTE---
CHATEAU-THIERRY Road. Headquarters: MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS.
(b) 4th Brigade. In the zone La FERTE---CHATEAU-THIERRY Road---COUPRU---
BEZU---CHARMOUST. Headquarters: BEZU.
(c) 2d Artillery Brigade. In zone of LIZY---COCHEREL Road---La FERTE---CHATEAU-
THIERRY Road. Headquarters: COCHEREL.
(d) 2d Engineers to MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS. Hgs. Trains and M.P. to MONTREUIL-
aux-LIONS.
Ammunition train to COCHEREL.
Supply Train to MEAUX.
Engineer Train to MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS.
Sanitary Train:
1 Ambulance Co. to COCHEREL.
1 Ambulance Co. to BEZU.
Remainder to DHUISY.
(e} Hgs. Troop MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS.
4th Machine Gun Bn. MONTBERTOIN.
1st Field Signal Bn. MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS,
4. The Signal Corps will connect division headquarters with the XXI Army Corps and
the brigades and trains.
5. Division headquarters MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS.

By command of Major General Bundy:
PRESTON BROWN,

Colonel, General Staff,
Chief of Staff.
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202-33.3: Journal of Operations

2d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, May 31, 1918,

[Extract]
May 31, 1918.

After a night of intensive labor, the necessary orders and schedules were made out and
the troops embarked for MEAUX and the movement began. The necessary staff officers were
sent ahead by automobile and the proper quota left behind.

At French army headquarters at TRILPORT, verbal instructions were given that the divi-
sion would occupy the area LIZY-sur-OURCQ---CROUY-sur-OURCQ---VENDREST, with division
headquarters at CROUY-sur-OURCQ. Late in the afternoon, the leading elements of the in-
fantry began to arrive. They were ordered to debus near the area MAY-en-MULTIEN, north-
east of MEAUX, and there await concentration, as two days’ march from the detraining station
was necessary for the artillery and the animal transportation of the infantry. The first
railroad train passed though MITRY-MORY, the regulating station, at 2:30 p. m. The de-
training points were DAMMARTIN-en-GOELE, NANTEUIL-le-HAUDOUIN and ORMOY-VILLERS.

Hardly had the regiment debussed, when the French staff authorities urgently requested
that the division take up the position between GANDELU and MONTIGNY-I'ALLIER, both northeast
of MEAUX. Reports had it that the Germans were to attack that night. Strenuous efforts
were made to gather up the remaining infantry elements, and the men with 100 rounds in
their belts started for the designated positions. At about 8 p. m., a French staff officer
met Colonel Preston Brown, the Chief of Staff, on the main highway about four kilometers
north of MAY-en-MULTIEN and requested that the division take up a position instead, on the
line NEUFCHELLES---ROUVRES with Division Headquarters at MAY-en-MULTIEN. Officers in cars
were immediately sent out to divert troops to the new line. At 11 p. m., the last remain-
ing infantry elements arrived by camion, save those delayed by broken machines.

At 2 p. m., a French staff officer advised Colonel C. H. Bridges, who remained behind
at CHAUMONT-en-VEXIN in charge of the train movement, that 32 trains were all that could
be provided and that the remaining elements would have to march overland. The railroad
trains provided were sufficient to move the artillery. The transportation of the infantry
had to march overland and moved out in three columns.

LK K K 3% 2% 2
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202-33.5: War Diary

2d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, May 31, 1918.

[Extract]
Location: En route to area north of MEAUX.
LI R I O O
Weather: Fair
Remarks: The division moves to the new area as follows: The infantry by motor trucks
furnished by the French, the animal transportation of the infantry and artillery by rail
and the motor transportation overland.

WILLIAN W. BESSELL,
Adjutant General, Adjutant.

202-32.16:  Field Message
[Contemporary Translation]

FROM: Gen. Michel [Comdg. French 43d Infantry Division].

AT: [La Loge.]
DATE: Junel, 1918 SENT: 3a.m.
TO: Col. Paul B. Malone, Comdg. American 23d Infantry.

Go by PLATRIERE, CORMONT-le-GRAND, ECOUTE-s'il-PLEUT, Les GLANDONS.

At Les GLANDONS send one battalion to the north edge of Bois de VAURICHART to estab-
lish liaison with the left of the 43d Div. (on the ridge north of Bois de VEUILLY at the
western point of the ridge) to establish a line along the Bois de MOULIN du RHONE---
PREMONT---MOULIN-du-RHONE (inclusive].

The rest of the column will continue to COULOMBS, at COULOMBS one battalion will take
BRUMETZ and establish a line BRUMETZ---Bois de MOULIN-du-RHONE, and seek to establish
liaison around BRUMETZ with the VII A. C.

The other units of your column will constitute the reserve and remain at COULOMBS.

A telephone line for communication will be laid along the line of march from La LOGE to
COULOMBS. Send also a liaison officer to La LOGE.

Recommendations: Go quickly.

2. It is possible that in front of Bois de VEUILLY, PREMONT, Bois de MOULIN-du-RHONE,
BRUMETZ, French troops will be found, look for them and gain contact north of Bois de
VEUILLY and with the VII A. C. This is very urgent.

3. Send news and information to my headquarters at La LOGE.
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202-32.7: Letter

2d Division, A. E. F., Directed to Rush One Regiment to Front
to Meet Extreme Emergency

[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, G. S. FRENCH XXI ARMY CORPS,
No. 51/P. C. CHAMIGNY, June 1, 1918.

General Degoutte, Commanding the XXI Army Corps
To: General Bundy, Commanding the American 2d Division

The enemy is attacking on the front ETREPILLY---Hill 190---La Gonetrie and slightly
further to the south.

We have lost La GONETRIE, and the enemy is progressing at present in the direction of
BOURESCHES.

Because of this menace, it is absolutely necessary that the line decided upon this
morning in accord with you, be occupied as a measure of extreme urgency, by one of your
regiments.

If the 23d has not yet arrived, I would request that you direct to this line your
first available regiment.

As had been agreed upon by you this morning, this regiment will be placed at the dis-
posal of General Michel, commanding the French 43d Division, until the time when you will
assume command of a part of that front.

Since it is possible that the advance of the enemy will not permit this regiment to
arrive in time on the predetermined line (Le THIOLET---TRIANGLE Farm---east edge of Bois de
BELLEAU---ridge immediately dominating TORCY and BELLEAU), the regiment will have as its
first objective, the occupation of the line passing through Le THIOLET---north edge of the
Bois des CLEREMBAUTS---Hill 175 (1 km. southeast of LUCY-le-BOCAGE]}---LUCY-le-
BOCAGE---woods immediately northeast of LUCY-le-BOCAGE---and Hill 142,

DEGOUTTE,
General, Commanding the XXI Army Corps.

202-32.1: Order
American 9th Infantry Takes up Front Line Position

FIELD ORDER 9TH U. S. INFANTRY,
No. 1 June 1, 1918-8:10 a. m.

1. The Boche have advanced west of CHATEAU-THIERRY. The French hold the line
between us and them.

2. This regiment takes up a position between here and CHATEAU-THIERRY.

3. The 2d Battalion advances to first crossroads northeast of here (Ferme PARIS),
then east through fields Ferme PARIS to Le THIOLET, and takes up a position as indicated
on the map, 3 companies in line, one in support. 1st Battalion advances southeast from
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the crossroads DOMPTIN and takes up position as indicated on the map. Its right resting
on MONT de BONNEIL. The 33d French on its right (liaison with flank forces and each other).

P. C. of regiment on road bend 100 meters north of AULNOIS.

3d Bn. and headquarters company now en route east on this road, will join regiment and
constitute regimental reserve.

Men will be cautioned to make every cartridge count. Patrols to east of our line to
connect with French forces, reported between us and the Boche.

Special attention to ravine. Be prepared to repel hostile aeroplanes and minimize
losses by open formation of attack.

Liaison group to P. C. regiment as soon as P. C. bn. is established.

Regimental aid station DOMPTIN.

Ample protection provided on all sides, 100 meters between companies advancing, each
company to have wire cutters at hand.

Dictated by Colonel Leroy S. Upton, American 9th Inf., PARIS-METZ Road about 7 kilome-
ters west of CHATEAU-THIERRY.

202-32.16: Field Message

FROM: Major Lay, 4th Marine Brigade

AT: MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS
DATE: Junel, 1918 SENT: 9:40 a. m.
TO: 2d Division, A. E. F.

At 8:50 a. m., message from Colonel Catlin, C. O., 6th Marines:

“The enemy was bombarding LUCY and TRIANGLE Farms heavily with shrapnel and H. E.”

Action by 4th Brigade:

“I have notified the French division and all our elements of the 3d Brigade.”

“At 9:15, the 6th Machine Gun Bn. reported the enemy advancing en masse on the PARIS
Road towards the TRIANGLE Farm.”

202-32.16: Field Message

FROM: Lt. Hunt

AT ISSONGE Ferme

DATE: Junel, 1918

TO: Headquarters 2d Division, A. E, F.

Strong attack on BELLEAU just north of BOURESCHES. Fighting in the village. The
Boche holds Bois de BOURESCHES. French are just at south of the village. The Germans
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are advancing in the ravine just to the east of LUCY. They are coming down the ravine west
of HAUTEVESNES, and attacking VEUILLY.

HENRY L. HUNT,
1st Lt., Asst. Liaison Officer.

Rec’d. Hq. 2d Div.: 11:45 a. m.

202-32.16: Field Message
[Contemporary Translation]

FROM: French Squadron SAL. 27
DATE: Junel, 1918 RECEIVED: 4 p. m.
TO: Hgq. 2d Division, A. E. F. SENT BY: Dropped Message

3 p. m. American reinforcements (east of DOMPTIN) about 1 bn. towards AULNOIS going
eastwards, also about La CROISETTE, on the PARIS Road towards Le THIOLET. Intermittent
shrapnel fire on VAUX and wood N. W.

4 p. m. Isolated Boche on the road, east of Bois des ROCHETS at LAUCONNOIS Ferme, at
CHANTE-MERLE and at GRANDE-PICARDIE Ferme.

Isolated Frenchmen near Bois de la MARETTE and CROGIS.

Railroad bridge S. W. of Chateau intact. French elements eastern outskirt of
BOURESCHES.

202-32.16: Field Message

[Contemporary Translation]
FROM: Lieut. Chassier, Squadron 106, French 43d Inf. Div.
DATE: June 1, 1918, HOUR: 4 p.m. SENT BY: Dropped Message.
TO: Hq. 2d Division, A. E. F.

Little enemy activity. The infantrymen have most probably dug themselves in as they
cannot be seen. No movement of any importance in the rear zone. No batteries seen in
action. We are firing very strongly with shrapnel on ETREPILLY.

A violent barrage fire of 75's was opened at 3:35 p. m., on Hill 128, southern edge

of ETREPILLY Wood.
Came down at a low altitude over ETREPILLY and VAUX was fired at with machine guns.
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202-32.16: Message

FROM: C. G., 4th Brigade

AT: LUCY-le-BOCAGE
DATE: June 1, 1918 SENT: 4:10 p. m.
TO: Commanding General, 2d Division, A. E. F.

Have reported to C. G., French 43d Div. and established liaison. Troops arriving by
camion going in between Le THIOLET and LUCY-le-BOCAGE. Important that available engineers
with plenty of tools come as soon as infantry finish with camions. Should debus at Ferme
PARIS, and march in small columns about evenly distributed from Le THIOLET to LUCY-le-

BOCAGE. Hurry them.
JAMES G. HARBORD,

Brig. Gen., U. SA,,
Comdg. 4th Brigade, U. S. M. C.

202-32.16: Field Message

FROM: C. O., 5th Regt. Marines

AT: MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS
DATE: Junel, 1918 SENT: 4:10 p. m.
TO: C. O., 3d Bn. Amer. 5th Marines

Proceed at once with your battalion to PYRAMIDE ready for action. Place your battal-
ion in rear of 2d Bn., in column of route on left of road and await orders.

WENDELL C. NEVILLE,

Col., Comdg.
202-32.16: Field Message
FROM: C. G., Amer. 4th Brig.
AT: PYRAMIDE
DATE: Junel SENT BY: 5:05 p. m,
TO: C. G. 2d Division

2d Bn., 6th Marines in line from Le THIOLET through CLEREMBAUTS Wood and TRIANGLE
Farm to LUCY. Instructed to hold this line. 1st Bn., 6th Marines going into line from
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LUCY through Hill 142. 3d Bn. in support at La VOIE-du-CHATEL which is also P. C. of 6th
Marines. 6th M. G. Bn. distributed a long line as given. No instructions as to any
evacuation of wounded.

JAMES G. HARBORD,
Brig. Gen., U. S. Army.

202-32.1: Order

2d Division, A. E. F., Ordered to Support Position

FIELD ORDERS 2d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
No. 6 MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, June 1, 19186 p. m.

MAP: MEUX 1:80,000

1. The enemy attacks in force on the line CHATEAU-THIERRY---BOURESCHES---
MONTHIERS.

The division forms part of the XXI Army Corps, whose headquarters are at CHARMIGNY.

The 164th Division, south of the LIZY-sur-OURCQ---CHATEAU-THIERRY Road, holds the
line ESSOMES---MONNEAUX---LAROCHE.

Headquarters: Ferme de BEAUREPAIRE

The 43d Division, north of the LIZY-sur-OURCQ---CHATEAU-THIERRY Road, holds the line
La ROCHE---BOURESCHES---Chateau de BELLEAU.

Headquarters: La LOGE.

2. The division will occupy and hold the line BONNEIL---Le THIOLET---Chateau de
BELLEAU.

3. (a) 3d Brigade. Sector BONNEIL-1e-THIOLET (both inclusive).

Headquarters: VERTELET Ferme

(b) 4th Brigade. Sector Le THIOLET (exclusive)-Chateau de BELLEAU (inclusive).

Headquarters: PYRAMIDE.

(c) The 2d Artillery Brigade will concentrate in the area COCHEREL.

The commanding general will report the assembly of his command to these head-
quarters.

(d) The 1st Battalion, 5th Marines, posted southwest of PYRAMIDE and north of
the LIZY---CHATEAU-THIERRY Road, and the 2d Battalion, 23d Infantry posted in the ravine
southeast of La LONGUE Ferme-both battalions reinforced by a battalion of engineers as
indicated in paragraph (e), and the 4th Machine Gun Battalion posted at MONTREUIL-aux-
LIONS, constitute the divisional reserve.

{e) Headquarters 2d Engineers to MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS.

1 battalion will be sent to the 3d Brigade for entrenching duty. Upon completion
it will join the 2d Battalion, 23d Infantry in reserve.

1 battalion will be sent to the 4th Brigade for entrenching duty. Upon completion
it will join the 1st Battalion, 5th Marines in reserve.

(D The 1st Field Signal Bn. will establish lines of information to the XXI Army
Corps, brigades, artillery, ammunition train, and divisional reserve, using French lines
whenever practicable.

(x) The Commanding Officer, Military Police will establish a barrier on the line
Ste-AULDE---MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS---GERMIGNY---GANDELU; arrest all stragglers and send
them to their organizations. He will cause a detail of one officer and twenty-five men to take
post in MEAUX.
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4, SANITARY TRAIN:
Ambulance Co. No. 1 to VENDREST
Ambulance Co. No. 15 to DHUISY
Ambulance Co. No. 16 (en route) to be assigned by division surgeon, and
location reported.
Ambulance Co. No. 23 to MEAUX

Field Hospital No. 1 to BEZU

Field Hospital No. 15 to COCHEREL
Field Hospital No. 16 to MEAUX
Field Hospital No. 23 to MEAUX

AMMUNITION TRAIN:
Motor bn. to woods south. Horse bn. to woods northeast of DHUISY.

ENGINEER TRAIN:
To one kilometer west of MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, on LIZY---CHATEAU-THIERRY
Road.

SUPPLY TRAIN:
To MEAUX.

Field and combat trains (artillery excepted) to COCHEREL.
Those of artillery to join organizations.

5. Headquarters: MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS

By command of Major General Bundy:

PRESTON BROWN,
Colonel, General Staff,

PB-cf Chief of Staff,
202-32.16: Field Message
FROM: Colonel Catlin, Amer. 6th Regiment.
AT: La VOIE-du-CHATEL.
DATE: Junel, 1918 SENT: 6:50 p. m. No. 1
TO: Headquarters 4th Brigade

Regiment in position assigned. Liaison established. None of the battalions were
issued rations. Request that rations be sent tonight by truck.

ALBERTUS W. CATLIN.
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202-32.16: Field Message

FROM: C.O., 23d Inf.

AT: VERTELET Farm
DATE: June 1, 1918, SENT: 6:35p. m. No. 15
TO: C. O., 9th Inf,, Les AULNOIS-BONTEMPS.

Am in position in the woods just west of COUPRU and east of VERTELET Farm, two battal-
ions ready to hold position or support you. Have sent forward patrols to connect with
your battalions in line.

PAUL B. MALONE,
Colonel, 23d Infantry.

Rec'd: 7:15 p. m.

202-32.1: Order

15th Field Artillery, A. E. F., Bivouacs at La Rue

FIELD ORDERS 15th FIELD ARTILLERY,
No. 8 CHATEAU la RUE, June 1, 1918-8p. m.

1. The enemy is energetically pushing his offensive. There is now severe fighting
on the line BUSSIARES---BOURESCHES---NOGENTEL, in which the infantry of our division is
engaged.
2. (a) The regiment will go into camp or bivouac.
(b) All vehicles men, animals, shelters, etc., will be placed under trees or
camouflaged so that the attention of enemy aviators will not be attracted.
{c) Organizations arriving in hours of darkness may encamp in field marked X
until daybreak. At daybreak proper place will be occupied.
3. (a) Immediately after arrival in park, guns of batteries will be laid to cover
points as follows:
Battery A CHATEAU-THIERRY---La FERTE Highway from Les PONCETS to a point 500
meters south of that place.
Battery B DHUISY.
Battery D CHATEAU-THIERRY---La FERTE Highway from fork of COCHEREL Road to
point 1 kilometer south of road fork.
Battery B BEZU-le-GUERY.
Battery C Bridge over Marne between MERY-sur-MARNE and SAACY.
Battery F Road between CHAUMONT and Ste-AULDE.
4. Organizations will be kept well in hand and in readiness to move on very short
notice.
Wagons will be kept packed except for bare necessities.
5. (a) Animals may be watered at CHAMIGNY, VAUX or Ste-AULDE. Excellent facilities
for watering in the Marne exist at Ste-AULDE, but care must be taken that animals do not
go beyond their depth.
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(b) No grounds except those assigned will be entered by animals or men.

2% %%%%

6. Regimental Headquarters at Chateau la RUE. Each organization will keep a liaison

agent at headquarters at all times.

7. (a) An outpost will be posted under the direction of Capt. C. G. Helmick, who

is designated as outpost commander.

(b) Machine guns will be mounted prepared for action near the batteries to which

they pertain.

(c) All officers and men will sleep with gas masks at hand for instant use.
(d) Each battery will post a stable guard and a suitable guard for protection of

personnel.
J. R. DAVIS,
Lt. Colonel, 15th F. A,,
Commanding.
202-32.16: Field Message
FROM: C. O., 23d Inf.
AT: Vertelet Ferme
DATE: June 1, 1918 SENT: 8:45p.m. No. 42
TO: C. O., Reserve, 4th Brigade

2 bns., 23d Inf., brigade reserve in woods between VERTELET Ferme and COUPRU.
1 bn., 23d Inf. Div. reserve in wood 300 meters south of CHATEAU-THIERRY and at point

shown on sketch.

PAUL B. MALONE,
Colonel, 23d Infantry.
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HS Fr. Files: Sixth Army: 416-30.1: Order

2d Division, A. E. F., Placed at Disposition of French XXI Army Corps
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, G. S. FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
No. 1,006/3 Trilport, June 1, 1918.

SPECIAL ORDERS No. 3,171
[Extract]

LR R R %

II. The American 2d Division is placed at the disposal of the French XXI Army Corps
with headquarters at MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS

LR I R IR I 2

DUCHENE.

2d Div.: WWR: Vol. 9: Intelligence Report

2d DIVISION, A.E. F.,
MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, June 1, 1918.

INFORMATION CONCERNING THE GERMAN 28th DIVISION

Composition: 3d Brig.
Cavalry: 55th Infantry Brigade:
2d Squadron, 5th Jaeger Regt. 40th Fusiliers
100th Body Grenadiers
[Leib Grenadier Regiment No. 100]
110th Grenadiers

[Grenadier Regiment No. 109]
Artillery: 14th F, A. R, {6 4-gun and 3 4-how. btrys .). It is possible that the
50th F. A. R. is with it also.
Pioneers: 2d and 5th Field Cos. of I Pioneer Bn. No. 14. 26th Minenwerfer Co.
Signals: 28th Telephone Detachment. Train: 67th Staf, Stab.
Field Post Office: No. 899. L. M. Column.

* %k &k %k %k %

In January, 1917, it was sent to VERDUN and held the sector of Bois des CAURIERES until
the beginning of September. It suffered in the French attacks of August and September.
The division was then sent to ALSACE for rest, N. W. of ALTKIRCH.
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Early in January 1918, it relieved the 227th Div. at Mont CORNILLET in CHAMPAGNE, a
sector which had become quiet. On February 16, it was relieved and proceeded to AVESNES
by rail and began to train for open warfare. It remained there until March 14, 1918,
when it commenced to march to the front by night, arriving in line March 20, N, W, of
St-QUENTIN. On March 21, it was in line and attacked in the great offensive against FAYET,
On March 23, it passed through SAVY and reached VAUX; on March 26, it passed through
PARVILLERS and ERCHES, proceeding on March 27 via WARSY to BECQUIGNY. The Ist Bn. of the
110th lost very heavily on March 24, including the battalion commander. The 6th Co. of
the 110th had lost 75 per cent by March 27. A man of the 12th Co., 40th Fusiliers wrote
that on March 29, his company had lost 63 men.

On March 29-30, the division was withdrawn for reconstitution. Before the division
had left line it had begun to receive replacements, largely of the 1919 class and it was
brought up to strength in the rear area. This division was mentioned in German publica-
tions as having distinguished itself in the SOMME offensive.

When the German offensive on the AISNE began on March 27, the 28th Div. was in line
S. W. of GARONNE [PERONNE?] and was of the first to break through the line. It lost
hardly any prisoners in the entire advance to the MARNE and it is believed that its losses
were not heavy in the course of the advance. On May 29, the Emperor telegraphed to the
Empress that the 28th Division had “distinguished” itself again.

Just as the division reached the MARNE its commander, Prince von Buchau, was killed.

On March 30, as soon as the 28th Div. had reached and secured possession of the north
bank of the MARNE, it was relieved by the 231st Div.

The 28th Division is one of the best of the German divisions. It has the title of
the “Conquerors of Lorette” and it distinguished itself in early part of 1917 at VERDUN, at
CAMBRAI in the German counteroffensive, on the Somme in March, 1918, and in the AISNE
offensive of May 27,

25 %%%3%

202-32.7: Order

Assignment of 2d Division, A. E. F., to Front Line Sector
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, G. S. FRENCH XXI ARMY CORPS,
No. 62/P. C. CHAMIGNY, June 1, 1918,

GENERAL OPERATIONS ORDER
[Extract]

I. SITUATION.

At close of day the front occupied by our troops is outlined in general by the fol-
lowing points.

BUSSIARES---TORCY---BELLEAU---BOURESCHES---Le TRIANGLE---Bois des CLEREMBAUTS
---Bois de la MARETTE---CROGIS---Bois du LOUP.

CHATEAU-THIERRY continues to hold.

On the left, the situation is rather undefined; it seems that we have still some
elements in the region of HAUTEVESNES.
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II. The general mission remains the same for all units engaged.
The line of support, organized and occupied during the day of June 1 by two regiments
of the American 2d Division, is nearly in contact with the enemy:

1. General Bundy, commanding the American 2d Division, will take command of the
battlefield which is limited as follows: Right (east) boundary also right boundary of the
XXI Army Corps and left boundary of the French XXXVIII Army Corps, viz. COUPETTES (3 km.
N. of CHATEAU-THIERRY)---VINCELLES---MONNEAUX (to XXXVTII A. C.)---Ferme MALASSISE (to
XXXVIII A. C.)---stream descending between La GENETTE Farm and Ferme Bois-FONDE to
SAULCHERY.

Left boundary of American 2d Division (also right boundary of French 43d Infantry
Division):

MONTHIERS (to 43d Div.)---TORCY (to 2d Div.)---CHAMPILLON {(to 2d Div.)---La VOIE-
du-Chatel (to 2d Div.)---MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS (to 2d Div.)---line parallel to and 200 meters
west of the main road to La FERTE---La FERTE-sous-JOUARRE (to 2d Div.).

2. General Michel, commanding the French 43d Division, will take command of the
zone situated to the left (west) of the American 2d Division between the left boundary of
that division and the left boundary of the XXI Army Corps (also right limit of the French
VII Army Corps ), viz:

LATILLY {to VIL A. C.)---SOMMELANS (to XXI A. C.)---Saint GENGOULPH (to XXI A. C.)
---GANDELU (XXI A. C.)---COULOMBS (VII A. C.)---VENDREST (to VII A. C.)---crossroads at
northwest corner of La TROUSSEE Chateau---main road from LIZY-sur-OQURCQ to railroad track
(to 43d Div.)---railroad track between VIEUX-MOULIN and railroad bridge west of MARY---the
MARY-sur-MARNE bridge (to 43d Div.).

3. General Gaucher, commanding the French 164th Infantry Division, with his staff,
will remain at the disposal of the general commanding the American 2d Division until
further orders:

a. To give him all necessary information concerning the French troops in
the sector, the terrain and, in a general way, to assist him in the task entrusted to him.
b. To exercise particular care that adequate defense is assured between

the east boundary of the American 2d Division and the MARNE. To this end, until the French
10th Colonial Infantry Division has provided the defense of this sector by designating a
responsible commander, furnished with sufficient means, General Gaucher will designate a
commander of that zone and give him the necessary orders.

III. To the same end, the colonel commanding the artillery of the XXI Army Corps will
designate a field officer to take command of the French artillery units in the sector of
the American 2d Division. This field officer will detach permanently a liaison officer
to the staff of the artillery brigade of the American 2d Division.

At every telephone post in the sector of the American 2d Division, French telephone
operators will assist the American operators. These French operators will be supplied by
the telegraph detachment of the French 164th Division. The detachment commander will take
station near the French telegraph officer on duty with the American 2d Division, who will
exercise authority over the detachment and likewise over the French radios also left at
the posts.

IV. Conversely, the General commanding the American 2d Division and the general com-
manding the artillery of that division will detach permanently to the General commanding
the XXI Army Corps and to the commander of the army corps artillery, a duly qualified
liaison officer, with interpreter, if available.

V. Conditions for Taking over the Sector.

L IR JE R 2% O 4

b. Machine Gun Companies: The French machine gun companies will remain under
the orders of the American infantry regimental commanders, in whose sectors they may be
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placed, until the General commanding the American 2d Division informs the General command-
ing the XXI Army Corps that the American machine gun units have arrived. * * *

L I O

VI. Command in the new zones will pass at 9 a. m., June 3.

All French troops which at present have not been passed through by American troops
will remain in place and come under the command of the General commanding the American 2d
Division.

No withdrawal can be considered under any pretext whatsoever.

The Generals commanding the French 43d and 164th Divisions and the American 2d Divi-
sion regulate the details of the operations by direct agreement.

VII. AXIS OF LIAISON.

2k %% %%

b. Two secondary axis:
For the American 2d Div.: CROGIS---DOMPTIN---VILLERS-sur-MARNE---CROUTTES
---NANTEUIL-sur-MARNE.

L R R IR R

c. Transversals to be designated by the divisions.
VIII. COMMAND POSTS

C. P. XXI Army Corps : CHAMIGNY
C. P. French 43d Div. : La LOGE
C. P. American 2d Div. : MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS
C. P. French 164th Div. : MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS
DEGOUTTIE,
The General Commanding the
XXI Army Corps.

202-11.5: War Diary

4th BRIGADE, U. S. M. C.,
ISSONGE Ferme, June 1, 1918,

May 30 to June 1, 1918
[Extract]

May 30, 1918: Memorial Day. No drills. Memorial day exercises as prescribed by General
Order from Headquarters, A. E. F. At 8 p. m., received orders from division headquarters
to pack up and stand by for an immediate move. Weather clear.

May 31: Movement of the brigade commenced during the night. Brigade headquarters
left at 4 a. m. this morning. Regiments embarked in camions during night and morning,.
Travelling all day. Weather clear and warm.

June 1: Troops arrived at the front during night and morning, Disembarked from
camions at different points and are marching toward the line. The rapid advance of the
Germans within the past few days and the tired condition of the French troops make it
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imperative that the division go into the line immediately. Men are somewhat stiff and
tired after a 24-hour camion trip. Division headquarters established at MONTREUIL-aux-
LIONS. Brigade headquarters temporarily established there also in the automobile of the
commanding general. * * * Covering the area of future operations of the brigade, the map
is plotted in detail and includes the various points mentioned hereinafter. The first
contingent of the brigade reached the line during the afternoon Brigade headquarters
established at the Issonge Farmhouse at about 4:45 p. m.

* % % % %%

At midnight, this date, the 6th Regiment and part of the 6th Machine Gun Battalion
was in position as indicated above and 5th Regiment is moving up. To our right is the 9th
Infantry, and to our left the 23d Infantry. French troops slightly in rear of BUSSIARES,
TORCY, Hill 133, and south of BOURESCHES, Hill 138. Weather clear.

202-33.3: Journal of Operations

2d DIVISION, A. E. F.,,
MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, June 1, 1918.

At midnight May 31, a French staff officer encountered Colonel Preston Brown, the
Chief of Staff, who was on the field directing the location of the troops, and delivered
an army order requiring concentration of division as an emergency around the area MONTREUIL
-aux-LIONS. The necessary orders were given and the troops made a forced march to
MONTREUEL, arriving there a little after daybreak. The situation was very grave as the
Germans were pushing along the CHATEAU-THIERRY---PARIS Road. The roads were blocked with
troops and refugees streaming to the rear. The 9th Infantry in the lead was given verbal
orders by a French staff officer to take up a position across the CHATEAU-THIERRY---PARIS
Road. The 23d Infantry was to take up a position on the left of the 9th. Being at the
rear of the column and the situation being somewhat tense, the 6th Marines instead took
up the position near Le THIOLET north of the CHATEAU-THIERRY---PARIS Road, the 9th Infantry
being south of the road. The 23d Infantry and the 5th Marines were held in reserve.
Supply trucks were unloaded and extra ammunition was loaded up and pushed forward to the
troops. Two days’ rations were immediately placed behind the troops. A staff officer
arrived with the information that 18 of the railroad trains had been cancelled and these
elements were marching overland. Dispatch riders were sent out directing these troops to
proceed by forced marches, officers were stationed at various detraining points to
accelerate the approach of the artillery, and ammunition dumps were established at LIZY-
sur-OURCQ. Railhead was established at MEAUX and division headquarters at MONTREUIL-aux-
LIONS. By evening practically all of the infantry was up. Machine guns were much needed,
but as they were marching overland, would not arrive for two days. Their route of march
was ascertained, the supply train emptied and sent after them, bringing the personnel, guns
and ammunition to the front. The artillery began to arrive. The engineer train was ad-
vanced and tools issued and entrenching began. At midnight, the corps commander called
with the information that a gap of nearly four kilometers existed in the line near GANDELU
and that a German attack might be expected at any moment. The 23d Infantry reinforced by
a battalion of the 5th Marines and the 5th Machine Gun Battalion, less two companies, and
a company of engineers were roused from their sleep and made a forced march to the designated
spot. A wire was laid from the headquarters of the 164th French Division following the
23d Infantry. The detachment was in position by daylight, June 2. It was temporarily
detached from the 2d Division and placed under the command of the French 43d Division.
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The 2d Division is occupying a support position in rear of the French troops that are in

the front first lines. No sector or command has yet been given the Commanding General of
the 2d Division. It forms part of the XXI Army Corps, French, whose headquarters are
CHARMIGNY.

202-33.5: War Diary

2d DIVISION, A.E.F. ,
MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, June 1, 1918.
[Extract]

Location: In position west of CHATEAU-THIERRY, holding a general line BONNEIL, Le THIOLET,
TRIANGLE, LUCY le-BOCAGE, CHAMPILLON, Bois de VEUILLY. Division Headquarters at
MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS.

* % %k % % %

Available for duty 1,060 officers, 25,630 men.

%k %%

WILLIAM W. BESSELL,
Adjutant General, Adjutant.

HS Fr. Files: XXI A. C.: 445-30.1: Order

American Regiment to be Attached to French 43d Division
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, G.S. FRENCH XXI ARMY CORPS,
No. 64/P. C. Chamigny, June 2, 1918-—-12:15 a. m.

The Commanding General, American 2d Division, will be prepared to place one infantry
regiment at the disposal of the French 43d Infantry Division, upon call of General Michel.

General Michel will ascertain at once from the Commanding General, VII Army Corps, or
from the commander of the division immediately to his left, the exact point upon which
the right flank of the VII Army Corps is resting.

On receipt of this information he will call upon the Commanding General, 2d Division
for one American infantry regiment, if he deems such measure expedient. This regiment
will be employed to organize and eventually defend a line which will definitely debar the
enemy from the gap reported to exist between the VI Army Corps and the 43d Infantry
Division.
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All the movements necessary for this operation will be executed without delay. The
Commanding General, 43d Division will determine the exact line to be occupied and defended
by the American regiment.

DEGOUTTE,
Commanding General, XXT A, C.

202-32.16: Field Message

[Contemporary Translation]
June 2, 1918.
FRENCH ELEMENTS IN ADVANCE OF THE AMERICAN LINE:
BOURESCHES 356th Regt.
214th Regt Some units
Bois de BELLEAU 158th Regt, " "
Des BELLEAU TORCY [sic] 152d Regt. " "
BUSSIARES, to the south 59th and 43d B. C. P.: (Dismounted
31st and 1st B. C. P.: Chasseurs)
To the left and in rear 149th Regt. Some units.
Bois de VEUILLY 367th Regt. Some units.
General MICHEL,
Commanding French 43d Inf, Div.,
C. P. La LOGE.

Bois des Clerembauts to 192d; 1 Bn. 356th
192d to point S. E. of Bois de la MARETTE---Dismounted bn. of 4th Brig. (lt)
2d and 4th Hussars.

General GAUCHER,
Comdg. French 164th Inf. Div,,
C. P. MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS.

Above reports brought in direct from General Michel by Lt. Wouillemont of the French
Mission, 2 a. m.
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202-32.1: Letter

American 23d Infantry Ordered to Vicinity of Gandelu.

2d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, June 2 1918.

[Extract]
Col. Paul B. Malone, Commanding American 23d Infantry.

The division commander directs that you proceed with the:
23d Infantry
1st Bn., 5th Marines
5th Machine Gun Battalion and
1 Co. of the 2d Engineers
to the vicinity of GANDELU, to take position there under the directions given you by
General Michel, Commanding the French 43d Division.

* %% % k*

Your command is under General Michel.

% %% k%

PRESTON BROWN,
Colonel, General Staff,
Chief of Staff.

202-32.1: Order

Reestablishment of Lost Liaison

FIELD ORDERS 23d INFANTRY, A. E. F.,
No. 36 COUPRU, June 2, 1918--2:40 a. m.

1. Liaison is lost between the 43d Division on the right and the VII Army Corps on
the left.

2. This command, consisting of the 23d Infantry, one battalion Marine Corps, 5th
Machine Gun Battalion and one company of the 2d Engineers, will march via PLATRIERE---
CORMONT-le-GRAND---ECOUTE-s’il-PLEUT---Les GLANDONS---GERMIGNY---COULOMBS, to
reestablish liaison.

3. a. AtLes GLANDONS, the 1st Battalion, Marine Corps, one co., 5th Machine Gun
Bn., 1 platoon of the 2d Engineers, will reestablish the line from the left flank of the
43d Division along the northern edge of the Bois de VAURICHART to PREMONT, inclusive.

b. The rest of the column will continue the march and, at GERMIGNY, the 3d
Battalion, 23d Infantry, one company, 5th Machine Gun Battalion, and one platoon engineers
will reestablish the line from PREMONT, exclusive, along the line of woods at MOULIN-du
RHONE Ferme, to the ravine west of Moulin-CLIGNON, inclusive.
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¢. The rest of the column will continue the march and, at COULOMBS, will march
towards BRUMETZ, and reestablish the line from the left flank of the 3d Battalion to the
right flank of the VII Army Corps in the vicinity of BRUMETZ.
d. The rest of the column consisting of the 2d Battalion, 23d Infantry, Machine
Gun Battalion, less three companies, will constitute the reserve and will remain at
COULOMBS.
e. The division signal officer has been directed to establish a line of informa-
tion from Headquarters, 43d Division, at La LOGE to COULOMBS, along the line of march.
The signal troops, 23d Infantry, will connect the battalions with my headquarters.
The call “Where are you?” by the division avion is six red stars, or six white
stars, or these two signals combined.
4. a. Rations and ammunition will be furnished from COULOMBS.
b. One ambulance company has been sent to VENDREST.
5. My headquarters will be at COULOMBS.

PAUL B. MALONE,
Colonel, 23d Infantry,

Commanding,.
202-32.16: Field Message
FROM: C. O., 4th Brig.
AT: ISSONGE Ferme.
DATE: June?2, 1918 Rec’'d: 6:20 a. m. SENT BY: Telephone
TO: Major Edward B. Cole, C. O., 6th M. G. Bn

Neville with Wise bn. [2d Bn. 5th Marines] is going in between 142 and the Bois de
VEUILLY. He has no M. G. Please send him one company at once from point where you can
best spare it. Suggest it go by the country road to LUCY-CHAMPILLON.

Acknowledge.

Inform Col. Catlin.

JAMES G. HARBORD,

Brig. Gen.,
Comdg, Amer. 4th Brigade.
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202-32.16: Field Message

FROM: Ist Bn., 6th Marines

AT: LUCY-1le-BOCAGE
DATE: June 2, 1918. SENT: 7 a. m. No. 3
TO: C. O., American 6th Marines

Liaison with bn. on our right was accomplished properly last night and runner to the
bn. on our left (French) went over to their P. C. last night, guided by a French soldier,
but no runner from this French bn. has as yet reported to us. One engineer company re-
ported this a. m. Shall we dig in?

M. E. SHEARER,

Major,
Comdg. 1st Bn., 6th Marines.

202-32.16 Field Message

FROM: 5th Regt. M. C.

AT: PYRAMIDE
DATE: June 2, 1918 SENT: 9 a. m.
TO: C. 0., 3d Bn., American 5th Marines.

Move your command to position in south edge of wood to west of Pyramide Farm [sic]-
your right and bn. hgs. at Stone Pile.

WENDELL C. NEVILLE,

Colonel,
Comdg. 5th U. S. Marines.

202-32.16 Field Message

FROM: Maj. Holcomb

AT: C. P. Front Line
DATE: June 2, 1918 SENT: 9:20 a. m. SENT BY: Runner
TO: Col. Catlin through Major Cole.

Major Cole from Maj. Holcomb to Col. Catlin. Enemy attacking along our whole front at
8:30 a. m. They were about 1200 yds. from our position. Ack. by Curtis.
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202-32.16: Message

FROM: C. O., 1st Bn., bth Marines.

AT: 500 yds. S. PREMONT.
DATE: June 2, 1918 SENT: 9:50 a. m. SENT BY: Messenger
TO: Regimental Commander, 23d Infantry.

We have gotten in touch with the Colonel commanding the 133d Inf., the left unit of
the French 43d Div. Attached is tracing of French line [not found] in our front shown by
blue pencil. Have placed one officer and platoon at PREMONT with instructions to get in
touch with your right company. Have partly occupied line eastward from PREMONT. Expect
to have some machine guns on ridge S. E. of PREMONT. Have patrolled entire front.
Reported by French liaison officer that no enemy south of CLIGNON River. French front
covered by cavalry outpost line. Enemy having taken HAUTEVESNES yesterday, request
Chauchat and Springfield ammunition. Rations for tomorrow. We are not as yet connected
by phone. Just received word that our left company is in liaison with the right company,
Co. I, 23d Inf.

JULIUS S. TURRILL,
Major, U.S.M.C., C.O., 1st Bn., 5th Marines.

Rec'd. 11:11 a. m.

202-32.16: Field Message

FROM: General Harbord.

AT: PYRAMIDE
DATE: June 2, 1918 SENT: 10:20 a. m.
TO: Col. Malone

I have just come back from a point northwest of MARIGNY in the Bois de VAURICHART. 1
find over there that Turrill is supposed to be in the region of PREMONT with the 1st
Battalion, American 5th Marines. I find a French column of infantry in front of the
American 23d Infantry, which is immediately in front towards the extreme north. They did
not impress me as being able to hold very long. I sent a message to Turrill, that unless
it was not in conflict with some orders from higher authority to extend his line to the
right - to the northwest corner of the Bois de VAURICHART. It appears there is not much
infantry but a few Dragoons between that point and Hill 142, Hill 142 is supposed to be
the left of the 6th Marines. I have just ordered Colonel Neville, with his headquarters
company and 2d Battalion, to proceed to fill the gap between Hill 142 and the northeast
corner of the Bois de VAURICHART, connecting on his left with Turrill’s battalion of his
regiment and on his right with Shearer’ s battalion of the 6th Regiment and Hill 142, and
to watch particularly the stream which goes down just west of TORCY - just west of Hill
142: also the stream which runs down from the east side of the Bois de VEUILLY to the west
of CHAMPILLON and to hold that hill and that line. That gives us then American connection
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clear around from the 9th Infantry, inclusive, to the neighborhood of PREMONT. I told
Neville that when he got out there to that place, it was strictly an American proposition
around to his left and included Turrill and to hold that line. Then I reported all to

General Michel [French 43d Inf. Div, ] and told him what was done. Neville is on the march.
That leaves me here one battalion of the 5th Regiment in reserve near my headquarters. Of
course in the line that Catlin has around LUCY he has one battalion in support. My
brigade reserve is one battalion near me here.

We have reports from Catlin that they are doing a good deal of heavy shelling around
TRIANGLE and LUCY and the Bois des CLEREMBAUTS, but there is no indication that we are
not going to be able to hold.

The Germans are massing south of HAUTEVESNES, so an attack may be expected from that
direction. Also over on my right towards TRIANGLE.

JAMES G. HARBORD,

Brig. Gen.,
Comdg. 4th Brig., M. C.

202-32.16: Field Message

FROM: C. O., bth Regiment, M. C.

AT: Vicinity of COULOMBS

DATE: June 2, 1918

TO: Headquarters 4th Brigade, M. C.

2d Bn. is now moving to designated position. French troops are taking a position on
west of road about 200 meters north of PYRAMIDE.

WENDELL C. NEVILLE,
Col., 5th Marines.

Time rec’d.: 11:30 a. m.

HS Fr. Files: XXI A. C.: 445-30.1: Instructions

Withdrawal of French Front Line Troops
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, G. S. FRENCH XXI ARMY CORPS,
No. 65/P. C. CHAMIGNY, June 2, 1918--10:30 a. m.

For the Generals commanding
the 2d Div,, A. E. F., [and the] 43d and 164th Inf, Divs.

Thanks to the arrival of the American 2d Division, it has been possible to stiffen

the entire front of the army corps, by means of a solid line, occupied at present by the
American regiments.
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It should be well understood that all the French elements which are in front of that
line should hold desperately against all hostile attacks. If, notwithstanding all their
efforts, any French elements are driven back into the American line, the orders to be
issued in advance by the division commanders will provide:

1. That the American regiments will hold in place and stop the enemy dead.

2. That the French units, if driven back, will be promptly grouped as well as practic-
able and then reorganized at previously designated points, with a view to forming small,
homogeneously constituted reserves,

Until assumption of command by the Commanding General, American 2d Division, of the
sector whose boundaries will be determined today, these small reserves will remain in rear
of and near the American regiments, through whose lines they may have had to pass. An
order to be issued this evening will prescribe the conditions under which all such elements
will be finally returned to their respective divisions.

In the meantime, and effective upon receipt of this order, all elements of the French
73d Infantry Division, that may have been so reorganized behind the American line, will be
directed towards the rear area of that division, as follows:

Units of the 367th Infantry Regiment on COULOMBS.
Units of the 356th Infantry Regiment on VENDREST,

The Commanding General, American 2d Division is requested to issue the necessary
orders. The American regiments should fully understand that they are to hold in place and
that French elements driven back by hostile attack are to be allowed to pass through the
American lines, in order that they may be reorganized under the protection of their
American comrades.

Any unjustified falling back on part of the French troops, under the pretext that the
Americans are in position a little to the rear, will be made the subject of prompt and
rigorous penalties.

DEGOUTTE,
Commanding General, XXI A. C.

202-10.2: Memorandum

G-1 2d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
ADMINISTRATIVE MEMORANDUM MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, June 2, 1918.
No. 23

[Extract]

1. Railhead, June 2: MEAUX.

* % % % k%

By command of Major General Bundy:

C. H. BRIDGES,
Colonel, General Staff,
A C.of S., G-1.
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202-32.16: Field Message

FROM: C. G., 4th Brigade, M. C.

AT: PYRAMIDE
DATE: June 2, 1918 HOUR: Not stated. No. 11 SENT BY: A.D. C.
TO: Colonel W. C. Neville, 5th Marines

French consider it very important you get in line at earliest possible moment, and
repeat their injunctions about watching for filtration through valleys. Cole is sending
a M. G. Co. via LUCY-CHAMPILLON road to you. Be sure and close gap between you and Turrill.
I have had no word at all of any kind from him.

JAMES G. HARBORD,

Brig. General,
Comdg. 4th Brig., M. C.

202-32.16: Field Message

FROM: C. G., 4th Brigade, M. C.

AT: PYRAMIDE

DATE: June 2, 1918 SENT: 12:50 p. m. SENT BY: Liaison officer
RECD: 1:05p. m.

TO: Col. A. W, Catlin, 6th Marines

Your regiment in line is supported by five groups of seventy-fives (sixty guns} and
one group (twelve guns) of one hundred fifty-fives. The colonel commanding them is in
LUCY-1e-BOCAGE. Extremely important both your battalion commanders keep in touch with him
through interpreters.

JAMES G. HARBORD,
Brig. Gen., Comdg.

To 1st and 2d Bns., 6th Marines.
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202-32.16: Field Message

FROM: 3d Bn., Amer. 23d Inf,

AT: Crest north of HAUT-BOULARD.

DATE: June 2, 1918 SENT: 1:20 p. m. SENT BY: Foot
Messenger

TO: C. O. 23d Inf,

Liaison established with 1st Bn., Marines at 12:30 p. m.
Occasional enemy shelling along southern slope of ravine at our left.
3 men report inability to find 1st Bn. Will send them out again.

LITTLEFIELD,
Adjt.

Received 4:38

202-32.16: Field Message

FROM: Colonel Malone

AT: Vicinity of COULOMBS.

DATE: June?2, 1918 SENT: 1:30 p. m.

TO: 3d Brigade, A. E. F.

The Chauchat ammunition - 100,000 rounds, and the Hotchkiss - in clips - 100,000
rounds, have arrived by French machines and have been distributed. Also a machine to load
clips has been received. The loading is to be done by battalions. Also the 450 boxes
rifle ammunition arrived and have been distributed thus making possible 220 rounds for
every man.

The position was occupied without incident. About the time the reserve battalion
entered town, an observation balloon went up and soon thereafter, fire was opened on the
troops entering the town of COULOMBS and on the left battalion as it went into position-
one man was killed and 3 wounded.

Liaison has been established with all units.

Thus far no serious attack has been made.

I will inspect this afternoon and will coordinate the plan of the organization of the
ground.

If an engagement occurs more ammunition will be needed but, if so, I suppose this can
be arranged. The French line seems to be holding fairly well and I am not apprehensive.

PAUL B. MALONE,
Colonel, 23d Infantry.
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202-32.16: Message

G-2 2d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, June 2, 19182 p. m.

TELEPHONE MESSAGE from Lieut. Hunt together with aeroplane sketch [not found] confirmation
of lines of battle received from 27th Escadrille.

The line of battle has been straightened out from ESSOMES to MONTCOURT. Reconnaissance
from ETAMPES proceeded as far as railroad bridge across MARNE at CHATEAU-THIERRY. No Boche
encountered but M. G. located at chateau fired south along the CHATEAU-THIERRY---VIFFORT
Road. The main enemy strength in the town of CHATEAU-THIERRY is believed to be located at
182.4-258.2-at the crossroads just north of the T in THIERRY (map scale 1/50,000).

At present, the Boche are believed to be concentrating in the woods just north of
BOURESCHES, The French are concentrating on this point with 75's.

At TRIANGLE this morning, the enemy captured a French cyclist, but when the locality
was retaken by the French, the cyclist escaped. He claimed to have seen numbers of the
enemy with the number 422 on their shoulder straps. It is thought, however, that this is
probably the 442d Regiment.

French attacks at BELLEAU and LICY-CLIGNON this morning fell down under our fire.

A.D. BUDD,

Major, General Staff,
G-2, 2d Division.

202-32.16: Field Message

FROM: C. G., 4th Brigade, M. C.

AT: PYRAMIDE
DATE: June 2, 1918 SENT: 2:15p. m. SENT BY: Motorcar A. D. C.
TO: Colonel W. C. Neville, 5th Marines

Herewith some maps. Please close gap between your line and Turrill, incorporating
the two small French bns. if they remain as they probably will. Feeling a little un-
certain about Turrill’s position as belief that he extends to northwest corner of Bois de
Vaurichart is based on an order I sent him to do so, and I have heard nothing from him
since he left last night. Get in touch with him, include him in your command.

JAMES G. HARBORD,

Brig. General,
Cmdg. 4th Brig. M. C.
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HS Fr. Files. XXI A. C.: 445-30.1: Order

American 9th Infantry Regiment Returned to 2d Division, A. E. F.
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, G. S. FRENCH XXI ARMY CORPS,
No. 67/P. C. CHAMIGNY, June 2, 1918,
SPECIAL ORDER

for Commanding General, American 2d Div.
and Commanding General, French 164th Inf. Div.

1. The American 9th Infantry has extended its present front as far as BONNEIL.

Upon completion of the relief by elements of the XXXVIII Army Corps of the right part
of that regiment, now in progress between La NOUETTE Farm and BONNEIL, all the elements of
the American 9th Infantry, including those south of La NOUETTE, will be relieved. The
regiment will be placed in reserve at the disposition of the Commanding General, American
2d Division, at a point to be designated by him.

2. The 2 battalions of the American 5th Marines, located this morning at PYRAMIDE
and at COULOMBS, are designated as reserve at the disposition of the corps commander.
They will not be employed without his order and will be placed, one at PYRAMIDE, the other
in the woods, 1200 meters west of VERTELET Ferme, under cover near the road.

A report covering the execution of these movements will be forwarded to the General
commanding the XXI Army Corps.

For the Commanding General, XXI A. C.:

PAQUIN,
Chief of Staff.
202-32.16: Field Message
FROM: C. G., 4th Brigade, M. C.
AT: Pyramide
DATE: June 2, 1918 SENT: 2:25 SENT BY: Liaison Officer motorcar
TO: C. G., 2d Division, A. E. F.

Catlin reports nothing important on 6th Marines front, had had several wounded
officers and men. Reported that our M. G. Bn. has stopped the Boche several times this
morning. At last accounts, said to be concentrating some men S. E. BOURESCHES. Neville
from quarry 300 yards. N. W. MARIGNY, reports his 2d Bn. in line between 142 and Bois de
VEUILLY.

Catlin requests 100 picks and 100 shovels needed at once at LUCY-le-BOCAGE. Please
send via here,

JAMES G. HARBORD,
Brig. Gen. Comdg. 4th Brigade, M. C.



202-32.16: Field Message

FROM: C. G., 4th Brigade, M. C.

AT: PYRAMIDE
DATE: June 2, 1918 SENT: 2:40 p. m. No. 16
TO: Colonel Catlin, 6th Marines

Reported from French Div. Hdqgrs. that your line giving way a little at TRIANGLE.
We are ordered to hold that place at any cost. If report is true get word to Holcomb
and stiffen your lines there a little.

JAMES G. HARBORD,
Brig. Gen., Comdg. 4th Brigade, M. C.

202-32.16: Field Message

FROM: C. G., 4th Brigade, M. C.

AT: PYRAMIDE
DATE: June 2. SENT: 3:40 p. m. SENT BY: Motorcar
TO: C.G.,2dDiv.,, A.E. F.

Report that right giving way was false. French now acknowledged that it was with-
drawal of a working party that they saw. Telephone direct with battalion commander at
TRIANGLE says when his outfit runs it will be in the other direction. Nothing doing in
the fall-back business.

Neville from 300 yards N. W. of MARIGNY, reports has some wounded and no ambulances.
Please send via here.

JAMES G. HARBORD,
Brig. Gen., Comdg. 4th Brig. M. C.

202-32.16: Field Message

Co. B at VERTELET Ferme
Co. A with 9th Inf. (right bn.)

2d DIVISION, A. E. F.
MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, June 2, 1918-—-3:55 p. m.

COLONEL PAUL B. MALONE:
In addition to the battalion of marines which you have been previously ordered to send
to PYRAMIDE, the division commander directs that you send two companies of the 5th Machine

Gun Battalion to report to General Lewis, at VERTELET Ferme. He will give them orders as to
where to go.
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You can use the trucks to help them out in all possible transportation as far as
possible.

PRESTON BROWN,
Colonel, General Staff,
Chief of Staff.

202-32.16: Field Message

2d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, June 2, 1918-—-4:23 p. m.

COLONEL PAUL B. MALONE:

The division commander directs that you send the battalion of the Amer. 5th Marines
now on duty with you to PYRAMIDE with the least practicable delay. The officer bearing
this message comes with trucks and the men will be transported in trucks.

For your information a prisoner reports a German division making an attack down the
CHATEAU-THIERRY---LIZY Road.

PRESTON BROWN,
Colonel, General Staff,
Chief of Staff.

202-32.16: Field Message

FROM: C. G., 4th Brigade, M. C.

AT: PYRAMIDE

DATE: June 2, 1918 SENT: 4:30 p. m.

TO: Col. A. W, Catlin, American 6th Marines No. 22

With reference to report sent you short time ago, corps taking some precautions
against possible German attack. Turrill's (1st) Bn., 5th Marines is being brought back
to replace Berry near here as brigade reserve: Berry's battalion becomes corps reserve,
to be held in rear of junction between you and 9th Inf. Pass word to your line to be on
lookout for any indications of attack and to report in quickest way possible. Your
M. G. Co. is marching overland about a distance of 30 miles. Would ordinarily arrive
tomorrow evening. Division undertaking to get trucks to bring guns and men tonight.

JAMES G. HARBORD,
Brig. Gen., Comdg. 4th Brigade, M. C.
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202-32.16: Field Message

FROM: C. O., Amer. 23d Inf.

AT: Coulombs
DATE: June 2, 1918 SENT: 6:12 p. m. SENT BY: Motorcyclist
TO: C. O., 1st Bn,, 5th Marines.

Upon being relieved by 2d Bn., 23d Inf., entruck at Les GLANDONS and move via route
ECOUTE-s'il-PLEUT---CORMONT-1a-GRANDE---PLATRIERE to detrucking station and report at
PYRAMIDE with your battalion. Upon departure to come under the orders of your regimental
commander.

A German division is preparing to attack via THIERRY-LIZY Road.

PAUL B. MALONE,
Col., 23d Infantry.

202-33.1: Field Message

FROM: C. G., 4th Brigade, M. C.

AT: PYRAMIDE
DATE: June 2, 1918 6:25 p. m. No. 23
TO: C.G.,2dDiv.,, AE. F.

Our communications are in much better shape than at this time yesterday. The liaison
by runners is working regularly and efficiently. I have telephoned communication now with
both regimental hgs. and with the hgs. of my M. G. bn., and through the latter, with the
bn. nearest it, which is the bn. at the critical point on the line. The regtl. wireless
stations are up and the signal officer sent to establish wireless stations at these hgs.
reports it will soon be in.

It seems well established that the Germans have been repulsed today along our entire
division front. Two attacks were made over in front of our right and were stopped princi-
pally by the fire of my M. G. bn. There were also two attacks in the region south of
HAUTEVESNES. The French liaison officer here informs me the reports are that dead Germans
pile the slopes. There is every indication that the French morale has been greatly
stiffened by the presence of our men. The line between Bois de VEUILLY to vicinity of
LUCY is that held by our troops; the line from near the TRIANGLE Farm to PARIS Road also
coincides with front held by our troops. The 3d Bn. of the 5th Regt. has been moved to
point designated as corps reserve. The 1st Bn. of the 5th Regt. understood to be under
orders to take its place as brigade reserve near me has not yet arrived.

JAMES G. HARBORD,

General,
Comdg. 4th Brigade, M. C.
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HS Fr. Files: XXI A. C.: 445-30.1: Instructions

French Troops Attached to 2d Division, A.E. F.
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, G. S. FRENCH XXI ARMY CORPS,
No. 70/P.C. CHAMIGNY, June 2, 1918—-7 p. m.

PERSONAL AND SECRET INSTRUCTION

for the Generals commanding American
2d Div. and French 43d and 164th Inf. Div.

(Sequel to Instruction No. 65/P.C., June 2---10:30 a. m.)

[Extract]

* %k k%

III. General Michel [comdg. French 43d Div.] and General Gaucher [comdg. French 164th
Div.], will each designate tonight a field officer qualified to take command of all French
troops found to be in the front line in that part of his present sector which will pass
tomorrow morning under the orders of General Bundy, commanding the American 2d Division.
These field officers will be placed under the orders of General Bundy. Their mission
will be to continue to hold, without yielding one inch of ground, the French line in front
of the position occupied by the Americans.

DEGOUTTE,
Commanding General, XXI A. C,

202-32.16: Field Message
[Contemporary Translation]

FROM: Headquarters French XXI Army Corps, 2d Section, G. S.

AT: CHAMIGNY
DATE: June?2, 1918 RECD: 10:15 p.m. No. 10.191 1/2
TO: 2d Division A. E. F.

Telephone Message to Air Service and Staff DEGOUTTE, 2d Bureau, 9:45 p.m.
Observation Lt. Hamon at 20 h. [8 p. m.]:
Approximately one German regiment assembled in the woods between LICY-CLIGNON and

TORCY, and north of the highway. At 20 h. 10 min., the Germans came out of the woods and
captured Cote 126. At 20 h. 45 min., they crossed south of the BELLEAU-TORCY Road, pushing
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back our foot troops along the small streams north of LUCY-le-BOCAGE. The artillery of the
43d Division was informed of this and was able to direct a heavy fire on the enemy.

202-33.3: Journal of Operations

2d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, June 2, 1918.

The 6th Marines had several casualties among officers and men-wounded only. The 6th
Machine Gun Battalion stopped the German advance several times in the morning.

The 9th Infantry had 26 wounded casualties. No further incident occurred during the
day. The organizations were all engaged in consolidating positions in line. In the
afternoon, the artillery began to run short of 155 ammunition. A motor truck ammunition
train which had arrived from G. H. Q. was commandeered and sent 45 miles to the rear to
load with ammunition. It made the round trip in 13 hours, delivering 32 truck loads of
155 ammunition to the guns.

A battalion of 5th Marines was taken from Colonel Malone commanding the 23d Infantry
to a position to Pyramide. Two companies of the 5th Machine Gun Battalion were also taken
away from the 23d Infantry and sent to Vertelet Ferme. A prisoner reports that a German
division will make an attack down the CHATEAU-THIERRY---LIZY-sur-OURCQ Road. The above
organizations are held as reserve against the possibility of such an attack.

HS Fr. Files: XXI A. C.: 445-30.1: Order
French Field Artillery Attached to 2d Division, A. E. F.
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, G. S. FRENCH XXI ARMY CORPS,
No. 71/P. C. CHAMIGNY, June 2, 1918--10:45p. m.

By reason of the extension of front assigned to the American 2d Division, the propor-
tion of field artillery attached to that large unit by Operations Order No. 62/P.C.,
June 2, 1918, will be modified as follows:

The French 43d Infantry Division will retain at its own disposition its field artillery
regiment. The other regiment will be attached to the artillery of the American 2d Division.

No modifications will be made in the distribution of the heavy howitzers until
further orders.

DEGOUTTE
Commanding General, XXI A. C.
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202-32.16: Field Message

FROM: C. O., 1st Bn., American 6th Marines

AT: LUCY-1le-BOCAGE
DATE: June 2/3, 1918 SENT: 12 midnight SENT BY: Runner
TO: C. 0., 2d Bn., 5th Marines

1st Bn., 6th Marines, is now holding line from Hill 142 to LUCY-le-BOCAGE inclusive,
as front line. Capt. Stowell, 76th Co.’s left rests on Hill 142, French Orders 77 states
2d Bn., 152d R. I. will reformn N. of Road La VOIE-du-CHATEL.

M. E. SHEARER,
Major, M. C., Comdg. 1st Bn., 6th Marines.

202-32.16: Field Message

FROM: C. O, 2d Bn., American 23d Infantry

AT: APPREMONT
DATE: June 3, 1918 HOUR - SENT: 12:10 a. m. SENT BY: Runner
TO: C. 0., 23d Infantry

Relief of 1st Bn., 5th Marines completed.
1:15 a. m.

DESHLER WHITING,
Major, C. O., 2d Bn., 23d Infantry.

202-32.16: Field Message
[Contemporary Translation)]

FROM: Headquarters, French 43d Infantry Division.

AT: CHAMIGNY
DATE: June 3, 1918 SENT: 1 a. m.
TO: C. G., 4th Brigade, M. C.

The French troops receive the order to retake the position they have just lost.
The American troops will maintain at all costs the line of support they occupy Bois des
CLEREMBAUTS---TRIANGLE---LUCY-le-BOCAGE---Hill 142---north corner of Bois de VEUILLY.
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They will not participate in the counterattack which will be made to retake the
position of the French.

The General Commanding the French Div.

Gen. Harbord directs that the necessary steps be taken to hold our position at all
costs.

H. M. SMITH.
202-32.16: Field Message
[Contemporary Translation]
FROM: French XXI Army Corps Hq.
AT: CHAMIGNY
DATE: June 3, 1918 SENT: 1:35a.m. SENT BY: Phone
TO: Hq. American 2d Div. at MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS.

Following an enemy attack, BUSSIARES, TORCY and the wood of BELLEAU have been taken
from us during the night.

General Michel is actually preparing an operation to retake the lost ground.

In the aim of permitting the 43d Div. to carry out this operation well, the hour of
taking command by General Bundy fixed for 9 a. m., June 3, is held up and will be fixed
later.

202-32.16: Field Message

FROM: C.G., Amer. 2d F A, Brigade, A.E. F,

AT: MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS
DATE: June 3, 1918 SENT: 2:42 a. m. SENT BY: Lt. Carey
TO: G-3, 2d Div., A.E. F.

12th F. A. is on the road of MONTREUIL moving east of battery positions. The 1st Bn.,
17th F. A., is in positions as follows: Bn. Hdqgrs. 11-87, Btry. A 18-86, Btry. B 17-91.
Battery positions of the 12th F. A. will be reported as soon as occupied.

WM. CHAMBERLAINE,

Brigadier General,
Comdg. 2d F. A. Brig. A. E. F.
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202-32.16: Memorandum

Movements of Machine Gun Units
MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, June 3, 1918--2:50 a. m.
Memo. for C. of S. or G-3: Hq. 2d Division, A. E. F,

M. G. Co., 9th Inf.,, passed through here en route to regiment at 12:20 a. m.; M. G.
Cos. 5th and 6th Marines came at 2:40 a. m. M. G. Co., 23d Inf. left BREGY at 9 p.m. to
go direct to regt. hq. at COULOMBS.

Trains 3d Brig., 4th Brig. and 2d Eng,., will arrive COCHEREL before noon and there
bivouac, sending officer to div. hq. to report arrival and receive further orders.

Remainder of regimental M. G. cos. and the 37-mm. guns have been ordered to join
their regiments by marching and phoned [they will] reach them before noon.

JOHN C. MONTGOMERY,
Maj., Cav., U. S. A.

202-32.16: Field Message

FROM: C. O., Amer. 5th Marines

AT: P. C. Les Carrieres.
DATE: June 3, 1918 SENT: 3:20 a. m. SENT BY: Courier
TO: C. O., Amer. 6th Marines

It is reported that French troops on my right have withdrawn leaving a gap between
my right on Hill 142 and your left.

WENDELL C. NEVILLE,

Colonel,
Comdg. 5th Marines.

202-32.16: Field Message

FROM: C. O., Amer. 5th Regt., Marines

AT: P. C. Les CARRIERES.
DATE: June 3, 1918 SENT: 6:15 a. m. No. 9
TO: C. O., Amer. 6th Marines

Wise [C. O., 2d Bn., 5th Marines] and Shearer [C. O., 3d Bn., 5th Marines], are in
touch but Wise reports his right company (Capt. Williams) has not been able to get in
touch with Shearer's left company. Wise has gone this morning to his right to establish
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this liaison. He thinks there is a gap of some extent between Hill 142 and your left.
Have directed him to find where your left is and to extend to the right if he finds that
any gap exists.

Wise will send a guide with this who can indicate our right.

WENDELL C, NEVILLE,
Colonel, Comdg. 5th Marines.

202-32.16: Field Message

FROM: Cole

AT: Vicinity of PYRAMIDE

DATE: June 3, 1918 SENT BY: Runner
TO: Brigade Commander, 4th Brigade, M. C.

Last night, inspected connection with troops of other brigade on our right. Could
see no heavy type machine guns there. Told Licut. on their left flank to call on me for
guns if he needed them and have placed two guns in rear of junction of their brigade and
ours for this purpose. Would suggest other brigade machine-gun officer* look over this
point.

EDWARD B. COLE,
Major C. O., 6th M. G. Bn.

202-32.16: Field Message

FROM: C.G., 4th Brig., A. E. F.

AT: ISSONGE Ferme
DATE: June 3, 1918 SENT: 9:45 p. m. SENT BY: Motorcycle
TO: C. O., Amer. 6th Marines

It appears that the French bn. immediately in front Holcomb’s right does not belong
to the division under which we have been serving and it has to be relieved tonight and the
line which it holds, which is slightly in advance of that held by Holcomb, is to be taken
over by enough men from Holcomb's bn. to hold it. On right of that French bn. are some
French units extending farther to the right in front of the 9th Infantry who are not to be
relieved and whose flank would be exposed unless Holcomb advances his line to join up with
them. Please give Holcomb the necessary instructions to advance enough men to hold that
line and inform him that guides for each platoon will report to him at his P. C. at
midnight to conduct the men to the places.

* 5th Machine Gun Bn., 3d Brigade, A. E. F.
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The C. G., 2d Div., states that while our line now occupied is the one which we will
hold he desires that any strong points in the French line in the front of ours be occupied
by detachments when the French are relieved at four o’clock in the morning. Such points
to be occupied should be strong points capable of defense, such as farms, cuts, stone walls,
etc. This applies to the entire front of our regiment.

JAMES G. HARBORD
Brig. Gn., Comdg. 4th Brigade, M. C.

202-32.16: Field Message
FROM: Major Edward B. Cole, C. O., Amer. 6th M. G. Bn.
AT: Vicinity of PYRAMIDE
DATE: June 3, 1918
TO: Headquarters, Amer. 4th Brigade, M. C.
de Rhode [sic] reports enemy appears to be concentrating in BOURESCHES.

COLE.

202-32.16: Staff Memorandum

Location of Adjacent French Units

2d DIVISION, A.E. F.,
MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, June 3, 1918.

Memo. For G-2, 2d Division, A. E. F.

At 9:10 a. m., June 3, a liaison agent from the 1st Co., French 174th Regt. reported
that his regiment now occupies the eastern section of the wood east of COCHEREL.,

CARL C. GULLIVER,

1stLt., A.A.S,,C.R,,

Assistant Secretary, General Staff,
[Headquarters 2d Division, A. E. F.]
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202-32.7: Order

Battalion 9th U. S. Infantry, Returned to Control of 2d Division, A. E. F.
[Editorial Translation]

3d Bureau, G. S. FRENCH XXI ARMY CORPS,
No. 73/P. C. CHAMIGNY, June 3, 1918.

I. Headquarters at VIELS-MAISONS (French XXXVIII Army Corps) informs.
1. That is has sent one American battalion north of the Marne, in support of the
French elements in the front line.
2. That this battalion will not occupy the line at present held by the battalion
of the American 9th Infantry Regiment in the sector of the French XXXVIII Army Corps, but
will remain in reserve somewhat to the rear.
3. That henceforth the French XXI Army Corps may dispose of the above-mentioned
battalion of the American 9th Infantry.
II. In consequence, on the receipt of this order, the General commanding the American
2d Division may recall to his sector, the battalion of the American 9th Infantry in
question, without awaiting its relief which is not to be made.

DEGOUTTE,
Commanding General, XXI Army Corps.

202-32.7: Note

Artillery Directed to Augment Means of Protection

[Contemporary Translation]
XXI ARMY CORPS, FRENCH SEVENTH ARMY,
CORPS ARTILLERY,
No. 23/P. C. CHAMIGNY, June 3, 1918.

TO: Commanding General, 2d F. A. Brigade and the Colonels commanding the Artillery of the
French 43d, 16th, 167th Divisions, and the 21st Heavy Artillery Regiment.

The situation seems to be stabilizing on our front. The batteries should profit by it
without loss of time to augment their means of protection.

If they have been able to hold easily and without losses up to now, it is because of
the absence of enemy artillery, or at least because enemy artillery is less numerous and
doubtless badly supplied.

But that is a situation which is transitory. The enemy will reinforce both in numbers
of guns and calibers and will reestablish their supply.
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We must therefore from now on:
Construct trenches for protection near the guns.
Construct ammunition dugouts to prepare for the greatest quantity of munitions
to be kept near the guns in a period of stabilization.
Construct C. P.'s and, above all, observation posts.
Improve all means of liaison.

Artillery commanders of all ranks will give the necessary orders causing plans of
these works to be prepared for each battery as soon as possible and work started without
delay.

Do not count on any artificial camouflage, but utilize to the best advantage the re-
sources of the terrain, which is very favorable in this region and in this season.

BROUSSARD,
Colonel Commanding the Artillery XXI A. C.

Headquarters, 2d F. A. Brigade, A. E. F. June 3, 1918,

Official copy furnished 12th, 15th, and 17th Regiments Field Artillery for compliance.

202-32.1: Order

2d Field Artillery Brigade Takes Position

FIELD ORDERS 2d FIELD ARTILLERY BRIGADE, A. E. F.,,
No. 1 MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, June 3, 1918,

I.  SITUATION:

The front occupied at the present time by our troops is marked by the following points
From south to north:

Bois du Loup (3 kin. S. W. of CHATEAU-THIERRY), CROGIS, Bois de la MARETTE, Bois des
CLEREMBAUTS, TRIANGLE, BOURESCHES, Bois de BELLEAU, BELLEAU, TORCY, BUSSIARES,
Woods S. W. of BUSSIARES, small woods S. E. of HELOUP, VEUILLY-1a-POTERIE, Les GRANGES
[Farm] (liaison with the VII Army Corps, which occupies GANDELU and CHEZY-en-ORXOIS.)

Behind the front, the American 2d Division has taken up position and is organizing
with 3 regiments on the front; BONNEIL, MONT de BONNEIL, La NOVETTE [Farm], the western
edge of the Bois de la MARETTE, Le THIOLET, Bois de CLEREMBAUTS, TRIANGLE, LUCY-le-
BOCAGE, woods N. W. of LUCY-le-BOCAGE, Hill 142, the N. E. and N. edges of the Bois de
VEUILLY, the woods S. W. of VEUILLY, MOULIN-du-RHONE [Farm], BREMOISELLE.

II. The general mission for all the units engaged remains the same. The line of
support which was organized and occupied during the day of June 1 by two regiments of the
2d Division is almost in contact with the enemy.

1. General Bundy, commanding the 2d Division, A. E. F., will take command of
the battlefield limited as follows:

Right extremity: (East) and right extremity of the XXI Army Corps where it joins
the XXXVIII Army Corps:

Pass of the road N. E. of VAUX, VAUX, Bois de la MARETTE, La NOVETTE Ferme
(farm), BEAUREPAIRE, VILLIERS-sur-MARNE, CITRY, CHARNESSEUIL [chateau] {5 km. S. W. of
CITRY), (these points being included in the sector of the XXI Army Corps, 2d Division, A. E. F.).
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Left extremity: (West of the 2d Division, A. E. F. and right extremity of the
[French] 43d Division):

COURCHAMPS (2d Div., A. E. F.}, HELOUP (43d Division), the point on which the
left of the battalion of the 5th Marines bears in the woods N. W. of MARIGNY, VILLERS-le-
VASTE (2d Division, A. E. F.), PLATRIERE, La BORDETTE Ferme (3 kimn. W. of MONTREUIL),
BEAUVAL (43d Division), raflway crossing on the railroad of LIZY-la-FERTE, to the N. E,
of SAMMERON.

III. This brigade will take position as follows:

12th Regiment Field Artillery in sector supporting the 4th Infantry Brigade.

15th Regiment Field Artillery in sector supporting that portion of the sector under
command of General Lewis.

17th Regiment Field Artillery on each side of the PARIS Road between MONTREUIL and
COUPRU in such manner as to support both wings.

IV. Each regimental commander will proceed at once to get in touch with his infantry
brigade commander, ascertain the exact limits of the infantry front, and select positions
for his batteries after a reconnaissance of the terrain. The P. C. of the C. O. of the
12th and 15th Regiments will be with their respective brigade commanders. The P. C. of
the 17th Regiment will be at artillery brigade headquarters. Each regimental commander
after communication with infantry brigade command will assign units of his command to the
infantry units.

V. The battery positions selected will be immediately reported to these headquarters.
The regimental commanders will then cause them to be occupied by units of their regiments.
On the march from their present to the new positions, there will be between batteries an
interval of 500 meters. Especial attention will be given to camouflage.

V1. The Commanding General, 2d Division, assumes command at that time when the 2d
Division will take over the command. All French artillery already in position and working
on the front will remain there until it is replaced by American batteries, of the same
calibers. When this is possible, the French batteries of the American sector will be
relieved, except the 37th Regiment Field Artillery, the battalion of 236th [F. A. Regt.]
and Colligny’ s battalion, which will be kept or transferred in the sector.

V1. Axis of Liaison: The axis of liaison of the 2d Division will be the line CROGIS,
DOMPTIN, VILLIERS-sur-MARNE, CROUTTES, NANTEUIL, SAACY, MONTAPEINE, JOUARRE.

VIIIL. Telephone lines will be run from regimental P. C.’s to these headquarters.

IX. Posts of Command: The P. C. of the 2d F. A. Brigade will be that of the 2d
Division at MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS.

X. Aviation: Escadrille No. 27 will work for the 2d Division.

By command of Brigadier General Chamberlaine:
W. C. POTTER,

Major, Field Artillery,
Adjutant.
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202-32.16: Field Message

FROM: C.G., 2dF. A. Brigade

AT: MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS
DATE: June 3, 1918 5:37 p. m. No. 22
TO: Lieut. Hyde, Operations Section, 2d F. A. Brigade.

One regt. of French Field Arty. (12th), will be withdrawn from the American sector
with the 43d Division. Three groups [battalions] of the 37th Regt. and the 1st and 2d
Groups of the 232d Regt. The 1st Group of the 236th Regt. will remain in the sector.

by: Capt. GAUTHIER,
French Officer de Liaison with
2d Division, A. E. F,

Rec’d. 6 p. m.

HS Fr. Files: XXI A. C.: 445-30.1: Order

Relief of French Units by American Troops

[Editorial Translation]

3ad Section, G. S. XXI ARMY CORPS,
No. 72/P. C. CHAMIGNY, June 3, 19184 p. m,

1. The two battalions, American 5th Marines, at present in army corps reserve, as
well as the battalion, American 9th Infantry, which is to be released tonight in the
region BONNEIL-La NOUETTE [Farm] are returned to the control of the Commanding General,
American 2d Division.

2. The Commanding General, American 2d Division, will relieve with American units
the French units along the front, limited as follows:

North: Woods southwest of BUSSIARES (to 2d Div., A. E. F.).

South: The PARIS---CHATEAU-THIERRY Road.

The dismounted cavalry occupying the Bois de la MARETTE will continue to hold these
woods under the orders of the Commanding General, American 2d Division.

3. The movements will commence during the night June 3/4, and will be regulated by
direct agreement between General Michel, commanding the French 43d Infantry Division and
General Bundy, commanding the American 2d Division. Every effort will be made to complete
these movements during the same night.

4. The French elements withdrawn from the front will be assembled under the orders
of General Michel southwest of the road GERMIGNY---MARIGNY---COUPRU---DOMPTIN, and
northeast of the line: LA SABLONNIERE---MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS---BEZU-le-GUERY---
VILLIERS-sur-MARNE.
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5. The Commanding Generals, American 2d Division, and French 43d Infantry Division,
will assure command of the sectors defined in Order No. 62/P. C., at 8 a. m., June 4, 1918,

DEGOUTTE,
Commanding General, XXI A. C.

SUPPLEMENT TO ORDER No. 72/P. C.

It is to be understood that the French machine guns and the French batteries are to
remain in place, in conformity with the provisions of Order No. 62/P. C., all the pro-
visions of which remain in force, Pursuant to orders from G. H. Q., and in any case, even
if the American units have received their complete allotment of machine guns, the French
machine gun companies will remain in place 24 hours after relief. Also, one officer for
each regimental and battalion headquarters, one officer for each company, and one N. C. O.
for each platoon, with the necessary liaison and observation personnel.

By reason of the fluctuations in the front line in the course of today’s fighting, it
is important that the two division commanders determine by agreement the exact location of
the front line to be held by their division.

In amendment of Order No. 62/P. C. [June 2], the left boundary of the French 43d
Infantry Division is modified as follows: COCHEREL and JAIGNES to XXI Army Corps.

By order:

PAQUIN,
Chief of Staff.

202-33.1: Report

Activities on Front of 4th Brigade, M. C.
FROM: C.G., 4th Brig.
AT: PYRAMIDE 5:40 p. m.
DATE: June 3.
TO: C. G.. 2d Division

The following is a resume of the day’s activities of the front of this brigade:

Forenoon comparatively quiet. Some French artillery activity preparing an offensive
in the neighborhood between TORCY and BOURESCHES. The attack, if made, of which I am not
informed, failed. Reported during the forenoon that the Germans were massing in the
neighborhood of BOURESCHES and at various times during the day that groups were seen near
TORCY and BUSSIARES. Near the middle of the day, the town of LUCY-le-BOCAGE was shelled
with high explosives and the town of MARIGNY has been under shell fire practically all day.
The P. C. of my 6th Regiment and the position of the supporting battalion of this regiment
have been shelled and there have been few casualties. The French line has fallen back
nearly to our own line, practically on our whole front. In one case, a retreating French
officer gave an order in writing to an American officer to fall back from the position
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which we have been holding. The order was not obeyed. I have had orders from the French
divisional commander to prepare the town of LUCY-le-BOCAGE as a center of resistance. Our
line runs now just in front of LUCY-le-BOCAGE and is entrenched, so I did not think further
action necessary. French artillery has been changed some during the day and some batteries
of our own artillery (155's) are in position. I am strongly of the opinion that our 155’s

should be industriously employed all night on the back areas and crossroads of routes
approaching our front from BUSSIARES to the PARIS---CHATEAU-THIERRY Road. The Germans
are probably moving on all these important roads every night and the French artillery from
motives of economy in ammunition, are not registering on these points. The French call
attention to the practice of our people of moving on the roads and stopping near important
places. This is a practice which I have found great difficulty in repressing in the

vicinity of my headquarters. The bombardment on the north portion of my line continues,
but there seems no reason to apprehend any further important activity for the day.

JAMES G. HARBORD,
Brig. Gen., Comdg. 4th Brigade, M. C.

202-32.16: Field Message

FROM: C. O., American 23d Infantry

AT: COULOMBS
DATE: June 3, 1918 SENT: 6:50 p. m. SENT BY: Motorcycle
TO: Commanding General, 2d Division, A. E. F., MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS.

Re my message No. 46.

Commanding Officer, 2d Bn., reports that he has established liaison with American 5th
Marines, that his right flank is separated from the left flank of the 5th Marines, the
latter resting on Hill 142, by a distance of approximately 3 km. My right flank is resting
at the point indicated in the orders of General MICHEL, namely along northern border of
Bois de VEUILLY.

This leaves a hole in the American line between my right flank and the left flank of
the Marines which I cannot cover by further extension. I have two cos. and one M. G. co.,
in reserve, all the rest of the regiment being in line. Request information as to what
shall be done in the case cited. The open space between the left flank of the Marines
and my right flank is believed to be covered by French troops farther to the front. I will
send in sketch later, showing dispositions of my troops, and French troops in front, the
latter information having been secured by reconnaissance of my intelligence officers.
Very quiet on front.

PAUL B. MALONE,
Colonel, 23d Infantry.
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202-32.16: Field Message

FROM: C. O., American 23d Infantry.

AT: COULOMBS
DATE: June 3, 1918 SENT: 7:50 p. m. SENT BY: Motorcycle
TO: Commanding General, 24 Division, A. E. F.

The 2d Bn. on my right reports that the enemy can be seen advancing in skirmish line,
on the horizon, about 3 km. distance, towards a point to the right (east) of my sector.
The extent and depth of the attack was not reported.

This is furnished because if this attack should be successful, it might penetrate the
opening in the American line between the left flank of the 5th Marines and my right flank.
As my right flank is in the position ordered by General Michel, I report this for such
action as you may think advisable.

PAUL B MALONE,
Colonel, 23d Infantry.

Rec’'d: 8:22 p.m.

HS Fr. Files: XXI A. C. 445-30.1: Order

French 167th Division to Relieve Certain Units
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, G. S. FRENCH XXI ARMY CORPS,
No. 73/P. C. CHAMIGNY, June 3, 1918---7:15 p. m.

[Extract]

1. The French 167th Infantry Division, General Schmidt, has been returned to the
command of the XXI Army Corps, to relieve the French 43d Infantry Division, on the front
of the XXI Army Corps.

2. Sector assigned to 167th Infantry Division:

LK K IR % % 2

Right boundary with American 2d Division. Stream flowing from CHAMPILLON to the ford
east of BUSSIARES---woods 500 meters northeast of La Voie-du-CHATEL (to 2d Div., A. E. F.)
---Bois du CHATEL (to 2d Div., A. E. F.)---THOPITAL [Farm]---La SABLONNIERE (to 167th
1. D.)---PORTE-FERREE---Ferme RETOURNELOUP (to 2d Div., A. E. F.)---FAVIERES (to 167th
1. D.)---west exist of La FERTE-sous-JOUARRE (to 2d Div., A. E. F.).
3. Therefore, the 167th Infantry Division will relieve.
a. As soon as possible, all the French elements (of the various divisions), be-
longing to the command of General Michel in his zone prescribed by Order No. 62/P. C.
b. Subsequently, the American units in the front line and in support.
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4. For this relief, the Commanding General, 167th Infantry Division, will confer
with the Commanding General, 43d Infantry Division (C. P. Ferme de la LOGE) and then with
General Bundy, commanding American 2d Division (C. P. MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS).

The relief of the American units by the 167th Infantry Division cannot be made sooner
than the night of June 4/5.

5. General Michel, commanding the 43d Infantry Division, will retain command of the
sector until completion of the relief.

6. Command post of 167th Infantry Division upon relief: DHUIZY.

7. The date for the assumption of command of the Commanding General, 167th Infantry
Division will be announced later.

DEGOUTTE,
Commanding General, XXI A. C.

202-32.1: Orders
2d Division, A. E. F. Occupies Defensive Sector

FIELD ORDERS No. 7 2d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, June 3, 1918—--8 p. m.

MAP---MEAUX---1/80,000

I.  The enemy attacks along the line MONTCOURT---BOURESCHES---Bois de BELLEAU---
TORCY---BUSSIARES---GANDELU---CHEZY-en-ORXOIS.
164th French Division, south of the CHATEAU-THIERRY---La FERTE Road and the 43d French
Division, north of the CHATEAU-THIERRY Road, hold the line Bois du LOUP (3 kilometers
southwest of CHATEAU-THIERRY)---CROGIS---Bois de la MARETTE---Bois des CLEREMBAUTS
---TRIANGLE---BOURESCHES---Bois de BELLEAU---BELLEAU---TORCY---BUSSIARES---wood
southwest of BUSSIARES---small wood southeast of HELOUP---VEUILLY-1a-POTERIE---Les
GRANGES [Farm].
Communication is maintained with the XXXVIII Army Corps on our right, and the VII
Army Corps on our left.
II. The 2d Division (less the 23d Infantry, Cos. C and D, 5th M. G. Bn., and Co. G,
2d Engineers), will occupy and hold the line: La NOUETTE [Farm]---Le THIOLET---Bois des
CLEREMBAUTS---TRIANGLE---LUCY-le-BOCAGE---wood northwest of LUCY-le-BOCAGE---Hill
142---the northeastern and northern edges of the Bois de VEUILLY (inclusive).
Divisional Limits:
Eastern: VAUX---Bois de la MARETTE---La NOUETTE---Ferme BEAUREPAIRE---
VILLIERS-sur-MARNE---CITRY---CHARNESSEUIL (5 kilometers southwest of CITRY) all inclusive.
Western: COURCHAMPS (inclusive)---HELOUP (exclusive)---wood northwest of
MARIGNY---VILLERS-le-VASIE (inclusive)---PLATRIERE---La BORDETTE (inclusive)---BEAUVAL
(exclusive)---railway crossing northeast of SAMMERON (exclusive).
IlI. The 2d Artillery Brigade, reinforced by 3 groups of the 37th, 2 groups of the
232d, and 1 group of the 236th Regiments of Field Artillery (French) will go into position
west of the line: DOMPTIN---COUPRU---MARIGNY-en-ORXOIS.
The 12th Field Artillery, northwest of La Fermne PARIS and southwest of La VOIE-
du-CHATEL, will support the 4th Brigade.
Headquarters: PYRAMIDE
The 15th Field Artillery, immediately west of DOMPTIN and east of VILLIERS-sur-
MARNE, will support the 3d Brigade.
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Headquarters: VERTELET Ferme.
The 17th Field Artillery, north and south of the CHATEAU-THIERRY---La FERTE Road:
1 bn. west of La Ferme PARIS,
1 bn. near Bois GROS-JEAN,
1 bn. near 'THOPITAL Ferme,
will support both brigades.

Headquarters: MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS.

3 groups of the 37th Field Artillery (French) immediately west of La VOIE-du-
CHATEL: west of COUPRU, will be assigned special missions by the brigade commander.

2 groups of the French 232d Field Artillery between La VOIE-du-CHATEL and
VERTELET Ferme will be assigned special missions by the brigade commander,

1 group of the French 236th Field Artillery on the ridge 2 kilometers north by
west of La Ferme PARIS, will be assigned special missions by the brigade commander.

A field officer has been appointed by the Commanding General, XXI Army Corps, to
command all French artillery units.

A liaison officer will be detailed for permanent duty with the Commanding General,
XXTI Army Corps Artillery.

Headquarters: MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS.

(b) 3d Brigade (less 23d Infantry and Cos. C and D, 5th M. G. Bn.): Sector
La NOUETTE [Farm]---western edge Bois de la MARETTE---Le THIOLET (incl.)

Headquarters: VERTELET Ferme.

(¢) 4th Brigade: Sector Le THIOLET (exclusive)---Bois des CLEREMBAUTS---
TRIANGLE---LUCY-le-BOCAGE---wood northwest of LUCY-le-BOCAGE---Hill 142---northeastern
and northern edge Bois de VEUILLY (inclusive).

Liaison will be established with the 23d Infantry, temporarily detached with the
French 43d Division, on the left.

Headquarters: PYRAMIDE.

(d) French machine gun companies, serving with regiments remain until 24 hours
after being replaced by machine gun units of the division.

(e) 2d Engineers:

Co. C, to 23d Infantry.

1st Bn. (less Co. C) to 3d Brigade for entrenching duty. Upon completion to
brigade reserve.

2d Bn. to 4th Brigade for entrenching duty. Upon completion to brigade reserve.

({ The 1st Battalion, 9th Infantry, reinforced by the 4th Machine Gun Bn. to
wood west of La Langue Ferme, as division reserve.

(@ The 1st Battalion, 9th Infantry, will be relieved June 3, 1918, 6 p. m., by
a battalion 30th Infantry from 3d Division, A. E. F. Upon being relieved it will comply
with paragraph (f).

(h) French troops in front of the line held by the 2d Division will retire
through our lines during the night June 3/4. Exception: The dismounted cavalry holding
the Bois de la MARETTE continue to hold their position and are attached to the 3d Brigade.
Arrangements of relief by brigade commanders, detailed by battalion commanders.

(i The 1st Field Signal Battalion will establish lines of information to the
XXI Army Corps, brigades, French artillery units, ammunition train, and division reserve,
using French lines whenever practicable. French operators furnished by the telegraph de-
tachment of the 164th Division will be placed at switchboard along with the American
operators. They and radio men of French army left at wireless station, are under the
signal officer, 2d Division.

() Plan of Liaison see Annex 1 [omitted].

(k) Axes of Liaison:

Army Corps: Main road (Grande Route) to PARIS from La LOGE to La RUE---
CHAMIGNY---La FERTE-sous-JOUARRE---JOUARRE,
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2d Division: CROGIS---DOMPTIN---VILLIERS-sur-MARNE---CROUTTES---NANTEUIL---
SAACY---MONTAPEINE---JOUARRE,
Headquarters: Army Corps: CHAMIGNY.
43d Division: La LOGE.
164th Division: MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS.
() Aviation:
Escadrille 27 works with the division.
Balloon 21 will make its ascensions on the road COURBOIN-BLESMES.
(m) Command passes to the 2d Division, June 4, 1918, 8 a. m.
IV. Sanitary Train:

Field Hospital No. 1 BEZU-le-GUERY.
" " No. 15 Chateau la RUE.
" " No. 16 and 23 MEAUX.
Ambulance Co. No. 1 La SABLONNIERE.
Ambulance Co. No. 15 COUPRU.
" " No. 16 Apportioned to artillery.
" " No. 23 BEZU-le-GUERY.
Ammunition Train:
Motor Battalion: To east of CHATEAU-THIERRY---La FERTE Road, at road fork north of
Chateau la RUE.,

Horse Battalion: To woods on west side of ravine running southeast from MONTREUIL-

aux-LIONS to Ste-AULDE.

Engineer Train:

Motor section with motor battalion ammunition train.

Horse section with horse battalion ammunition train,

Supply Train - MEAUX.

Field and Combat Trains (artillery excepted), to woods on west side of ravine running
southeast of MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS to Ste-AULDE. Those of artillery to join organizations.

V. Headquarters: MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS.

By command of Major General Bundy:
PRESTON BROWN,

Colonel, General Staff,
Chief of Staff.

202-32.7: Order
Relief of Front Line Units
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff GROUPMENT GAUCHER,
No. 489/S/0P CITRY, June 3, 1918—--11:45 p. m.

GENERAL OPERATION ORDER No. 85
I.  SITUATION:

The enemy has delivered this afternoon an attack which has caused our advance elements
on the front of the French 43d Division to withdraw slightly.
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In rear of the French line, the American regiments have continued the organization
of the support line commenced yesterday.

The directions contained in General Order No. 84, of June 2, will be applicable with
the following modifications:

a. The Commanding General, American 2d Division, during the night June 3/4,
will with his units relieve the French units in line on the front included between the
woods southwest of BUSSIARES and the PARIS---CHATEAU-THIERRY Road. The Hussars
occupying the Bois de la MARETTE will continue to hold these woods and are placed under the orders
of the Commanding General, American 2d Division.

Relief movements will be regulated by direct agreement between General Michel
and General Bundy for the elements in the sector of General Michel; and between General
Gaucher and General Bundy for the battalion, French 356th Infantry, in line at Bois des
CLEREMBAUTS. Upon relief, this battalion will be directed on VENDREST, the assembly
center of its regiment, pursuant to the orders of the commanding officer, divisional
infantry, French 164th Division.

Special directions governing the relief of the battalion at Bois des CLEREMBAUTS:
Guides, one for each section, will be posted at Ferme de la CENSE before midnight, June 3,
under command of an officer conversant with the situation. This officer will report to
Major HOLCOMB American commanding the relieving troops.

b. Regroupment of the units of the French 164th Division after being relieved:

152d Infantry: North edge of BEZU-le-GUERY.

C. P. at the Mairie of the Village.
153d Infantry: 1 battalion at north edge of woods, 1 km. south of MONTREUIL.
C. P. at MONTBERTOIN.
1 battalion in reserve in sector of General Michel in woods,
south of Hill 123, southeast of VEUILLY-1a-POTERIE.
43d and 59th Battalions of Chasseurs a pied [light infantry]:
Woods near la SABLONNIERE.
C. P.: 1la SABLONNIERE.

c. Lieutenant Colonel Lamboley [French], commanding the 356th Infantry, is
relieved from command of French troops in the first line in the sector which passes to the
command of the American 2d Division.

d. French machine gun companies will in any and every case remain in place for
24 hours after relief by the American machine gun companies, as well as one officer from
each regimental and battalion staff, one officer from each company, and one noncommissioned
officer from each platoon, with the necessary liaison and observation personnel.

e. Colonel Briard is designated by the Commanding General, XXI Army Corps to
exercise command over the French artillery units in the sector of the American 2d Division.
This officer will report at 8 a. m., June 4, to headquarters American 2d Division, which
will be responsible for the necessary arrangements.

f.  The division surgeon [French 43d Div.], will report at NANTEUIL-sur-MARNE
with the collecting station.

g. Assumption of command in the new zones will take place at 8 a. m., June 4,
The colonel commanding the divisional infantry will report directly to CHARMOUST the
morning of June 4, and then proceed with his arrangements.

Headquarters: (2d Echelon): CITRY (without change).

GAUCHER.
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202-11.5: War Diary

4th BRIGADE, M. C.,
ISSONGE Ferme, June 3, 1918.

[Extract]

L 2K K I IR 2% 2

Two companies of the 3d Bn. 6th Marines reinforced the 2d Bn. of the 5th Marines
in the Bois de VEUILLY. Two remaining companies remain in woods near MARIGNY as brigade
reserve. Weather clear.

202-33.3: Journal of Operations

2d DIVISION, A.E. F.,
MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, June 3, 1918.

The regiments were engaged in entrenching and consolidating their position. There
were some casualties from hostile shell fire. The French, in falling back under orders,
advised some of our units to withdraw on account of the overwhelming German forces. By
night, all units of the field artillery brigade were either in position or moving towards
positions in the vicinity of La VOIE-du-CHATEL, Ferme PARIS and COUPRU.

202-32.16: Field Message

FROM: Col. Malone

AT: COULOMBS
DATE: June 4, 1918 2:55 a. m. No. 193 SENT BY: Telephone
TO: Headquarters 3d Brigade, A. E. F.

A movement was discovered from the vicinity of HAUTEVESNES and reported to the French
division commander and the 2d Division by messenger. This resulted in concentration fire
upon the area over which the attack was to be made. Practically no reply from the German
artillery until 2:25 a. m., when a heavy barrage was put down for a few minutes, at
approximately the junction of the Marines and 23d Infantry. If any attack was launched by
hostile infantry, it did not reach our lines. The French line and our front remain intact.

PAUL B. MALONE,
Col., 23d Infantry.
G-3.

Received 3:10 a.m., June 4, 1918.
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202-32.16: Field Message

FROM: C. O., American 5th Marines

AT: P. C.: Les CARRIERES
DATE: June 4, 1918 8:36 a. m. No. 32
TO: Capt. Wass, 18th Company

Are you in liaison with the French on your left? Also are you in liaison by runner
regularly with the 23d Infantry?

WENDELL C. NEVILLE,
Col., M. C., Comdg. 5th Marines.

9:15 a. m.

Yes to both questions. My line is now continuous with 23d Inf. using a platoon of
66th Co.

L. S. WASS,
[LESTER S. WASS],
Captain, U. S. M. C.

202-32.1: Order

Return of American 23d Infantry to La LONGUE Ferme

FIELD ORDERS No. 38 23d INFANTRY, A. E. F.,
COULOMBS, June 4, 1918.

1. No change.
2. The regiment will move tonight, upon being relieved, to La LONGUE Ferme, south
of its former position.
3. The troops will move as follows:
(a) The lst Bn. with attached troops via Ancien Chemin de PARIS a REIMS*---
DHUISY---MONTREUIL.
(b) The 2d Bn. with attached troops via VILLERS le VASTE---CORMONT-la-GRANDE
---PLATRIERE.
(c) The 3d Bn. with attached troops via Les GLANDONS, and thence by the same
route as the 2d Bn.
(d) The troops now in reserve will follow the same route as the 1st Bn.
(e) The signal troops will remain on duty until completion of the relief, those
on duty with the battalions will assemble at the battalion posts of command, where their
equipment will be loaded and will then remain with the wagons on which their equipment is
placed until otherwise instructed; the signal detachment at GERMIGNY, will, when notified

* Old road from Paris to Reims.

- 125 -



by Lt. O'Brien, move under his orders with all their equipment to Les GLANDONS, where they
will load their equipment upon a wagon and remain with the wagon until further orders.

(® Upon arrival at La LONGUE Ferme, the following units will report as indicated
below:

Company C, 2d Engineers, and the M. G. Co., 5th M. G. Bn., to General Lewis for
instructions; the automobile ambulances of Ambulance Co. No. 1, to the commanding officer
of the company at La SABLONNIERE.

(x) A representative of each battalion will meet the battalion on the MONTREUIL
---CHATEAU-THIERRY Road and conduct it to its proper objective. Each battalion commander
will designate one officer to report tonight at 10 p. m., at regimental headquarters to
Lieut. Roamer, who will proceed with these officers in advance of the column and arrange
for the billeting of troops.

4. (a) 7 trucks will report at regimental hgs. shortly after dark to carry ammuni-
tion, engineer tools, etc., to new station.

(b) 12 R. and B. wagons will similarly report at regimental hgs. and will be
sent to battalion posts of command to transport baggage and surplus ammunition that may
have been accumulated on the present line. The loading details with these wagons will
remain with them until they are delivered at their proper destination.

(c) All wagon transportation will follow the tail of the column to which they
belong.

5. Regimental headquarters will be at COULOMBS until relief is completed after which,
location of hqgs. will be announced.

PAUL B. MALONE,
Colonel, 234 Infantry,
Commanding.

HS Fr. Files: XXI A, C. 445-30.1: Memorandum

Axis of Liaison
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, G. S. FRENCH XXI ARMY CORPS,
No. 76/P.C. CHAMIGNY, June 4, 1918--12 noon.

Order No. 62/P. C. specifies:
American 2d Division Axis of Liaison: CROGIS---DOMPTIN---VILLERS---NANTEUIL---
CHARNESSEUIL---JOUARRE.
This designation should be supplemented by the following explanation:
This axis, as defined, constitutes for the American 2d Division a secondary
axis, intended to facilitate communication in the right part of its sector.
This axis is considered necessary by reason of the large extent of that area.
The axis MONTREUIL---La RUE---CHAMIGNY---JOUARRE remains the principal axis
on which the command post of the division is located.
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The transversals for the junction of these two axes are to be determined by the Com-
manding General, American 2d Division.

The Commanding General, American 2d Division is requested to issue the necessary de-
tailed orders.

By order:
PAQUIN,
Chief of Staff.
202.32.1: Memorandum
Artillery Firing Schedule

2d FIELD ARTILLERY BRIGADE,
MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, June 4, 1918—-6:45 p. m.

1. Heavy interdiction fire on enemy towns and crossroads will be executed tonight
by the battalions of the 12th and 15th Regiments, F. A. The fire will be executed on
various objectives and at various times* * * but each case will have the same form. This
will consist of two phases, the first, a violent concentration of two or more battalions
on a single crossroad at the rate of five rounds per gun per minute, lasting five minutes;
the second, a raking fire (ratissage), which will be executed on roads leading away from
the objective for a distance of about a kilometer, at the rate of three rounds per gun per
minute, lasting five minutes. The object of this second phase is to reach wagons and
personnel which have escaped from the first concentration.

2. The objectives and times of fire will be as shown in the following table:

9:30 p.m. 10:10 p.m. 10:40 pm. 12:50 p.m. 2:15a.m. 2:40 a.m.

1st Bn., 15th VAUX

2d Bn,, 15th VAUX BELLEAU TORCY 48.31 VAUX 39.41

1st Bn., 12th LICY- BELLEAU TORCY 48.31 VAUX 39.41
CLIGNON

2d Bn., 12th LICY- BELLEAU TORCY 48.31 VAUX 39.41
CLIGNON

After the above fires have ceased, the raking fires will be executed as follows:
After fire on VAUX:
1st Bn., 15th, will fire on road between VAUX and MONNEAUX.
2d Bn., 15th, on CHATEAU-THIERRY Road to one-half kilometer east of VAUX and
one-half kilometer west of VAUX.
After fire on LICY-CLIGNON:
1st Bn., 12th TORCY Road south of brook.
2d Bn., 12th on road north of brook.
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After fire on BELLEAU:
1st Bn., 12th BOURESCHES Road to one kilometer south of BELLEAU.
2d Bn., 12th EPAUX Road through GIVRY.
2d Bn., 15th MONTHIERS Road north of BELLEAU.
After fire on TORCY:
1st Bn., 12th on LUCY-le-BOCAGE Road to one kilometer south of TORCY.
2d Bn., 12th East and west road 500 meters on each side of crossroads 400
meters south of TORCY.
After fire on 48.31:
1st Bn., 12th on LUCY-le-BOCAGE Road to one kilometer south of 48.31.
2d Bn., 12th road towards Hill 142.
After fire on 39.41:
1st Bn., 12th road to LICY-CLIGNON south of brook.
2d Bn., 12th south road to TORCY.
2d Bn., 15th road to BUSSIARES.
3. Rate of fire:
For the first phase of fire (concentration on single point), five rounds per gun per
minute for five minutes.
For the second phase of fire (raking fire), three rounds per gun per minute for five
minutes.

By command of Brigadier General Chamberlaine:

W. C. POTTER,
Lt. Col., Field Artillery,
Adjutant.

HS Fr. Files: XXI A. C.: 445-30.1: Order

Return of Units to 2d Division
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, G. S. FRENCH XXI ARMY CORPS,
No. 77/P. C. CHAMIGNY, June 4, 19187 p. m.

GENERAL OPERATIONS ORDER

1. The local offensive operations, conducted in this sector by the French 167th
Infantry Division and the American 2d Division, will be continued under the conditions
previously announced (Orders No. 62, 72 and 73/P.C.).

The American 23d Infantry which is to be relieved during the night of June 4/5, will
be directed on the woods to the west of Ferme de la Loge (2 kms. east of MONTREUIL-aux-
LIONS), where it will be suitably grouped at the disposition of the Commanding General,
American 2d Division.

The battalion, American 5th Marines, still in front line of the sector assigned to
the 167th Infantry Division, will be relieved during the night June 5/6, and returned to
the command of the American 2d Division at a point to be designated by the Commanding
General, American 2d Division and made known by him to the Commanding General, 167th In-
fantry Division.
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2. The Commanding General, 167th Infantry Division, will assume command of his sector
at 8 a. m., June 5.

DEGOUTTE,
Commanding General, XXI A. C.

202-32.7: Order

Disposition of French and American Artillery Units

[Editorial Translation]

2d DIVISION, A.E. F.,
FRENCH ARTILLERY,
MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, June 4, 1918.

SERVICE NOTE

I.  The American 2d Division occupies the sector bounded as follows:

East: Neck of road northeast of VAUX---VAUX---Bois de la NOUETTE---La NOUETTE---
Ferme BEAUREPAIRE---VILLIERS-sur-MARNE---CITRY---CHARNESSEUIL (all to American 2d
Div.).

West: COURCHAMPS (to American 2d Div.)---ETANGS [sic] (to 43d Inf. Div.)---VILLERS-
le-VASTE (to American 2d Div.)---PLATRIERE---La BORDETTE---BEAUVAL (to 43d Inf. Div.).

II. Infantry Dispositions: The American 9th Infantry from the right boundary to the
Bois des CLEREMBAUTS, C. P. at AULNOIS-BONTEMPS.

C. P. of American 3d Brigade: VENTELET [sic]. (The French battalion of dismounted
cavalry in the Bois de la Nouette has not yet been relieved.)

On the left, the American 4th Marine Brigade from TRIANGLE to the left boundary of
the sector (2 battalions of the 6th Marines and 1 battalion of the 5th Marines).

C. P. of the 4th Brigade: Ferme de la LOGE.

G. P. of the 6th Marines: La VOIE-du-CHATEL.

III. Artillery dispositions. Brig. General Wm. Chamberlaine.

C. P. MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS.

a. FRENCH ARTILLERY: Colonel Briard, Commanding the artillery of French
164th Division.

C. P. MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS
Groupment GOUVY (3 Groups French 37th Field Artillery

C. P. Ferme de la (2d Group French 232d Field Artillery
Loge (3d Group French 236th Field Artillery
(2 batteries)

(1st and 3d Groups, French 232d Field Artillery
(3d Group French 239th Field Artillery
Groupment SCHMIDT (1st Group French 232d Field Artillery
C. P.. DOMPTIN (Under orders to place itself at the disposition of
Lt. Col. Schmidt, effective at 3 p. m. It will be
placed with a view to giving maximum support to
Groupment GOUVY.
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2d Bn., 333d Heavy (At present in position west of VILLIERS-sur-MARNE;

F. A. Regt. (it will occupy positions enabling it to fire on the
Major de COLIGNY. (largest possible part of the sector, beginning at
(its left boundary.

Artillery Park French 157th Division: At La BORDETTE.
Artillery Park French 164th Division: At CITRY.

b. American Artillery.
12th Field Artillery (2 bns. 75’s) in support of 3d Brigade C. P.: La LOGE.
15th Field Artillery (2 bns. 75’s) in support of 9th Inf. C. P. DOMPTIN

17th Field Artillery (3 bns. of 2 btries., 155 how.) C. P.. MONTREUIL-
aux-LIONS.

IV. Mission of the French Artillery:

The Groupment Gouvy will support the American 3d Brigade from Le TRIANGLE to the left
boundary of the sector.

The Groupment SCHMIDT will support the American 9th Infantry, and lend maximum sup-
port to Groupment Gouvy.

Heavy Field Artillery: Close offensive counterpreparation, harassing and interdiction.

The artillery park, French 157th Division will supply Groupment Gouvy.

The artillery park, French 164th Division will supply Groupment Schmidt.

The Groupment commanders will issue their orders directly to the artillery parks.

V. Special Directions: In addition to normal liaison with the infantry:

1. Groupment Gouvy will establish liaison with the American 12th Field Artillery,
operating on the same front; Groupment Schmidt with the American 15th Field Artillery for
coordination of the actions of the two artilleries.

2. Groupments Schmidt and Gouvy will establish liaison with each other.

3. The heavy field artillery will establish liaison with Groupments Gouvy and
Schmidt.

4, Artillery Park, French 157th Division, will establish liaison with Groupment
Gouvy. Artillery Park, French 164th Division will establish Haison with Groupment Schmidt.

VI. Ammunition: Depot at Les DAVIDS, on the PARIS---CHATEAU-THIERRY Road, 3 kms.
southeast of MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS.

BRIARD,
Colonel, Commanding Artillery of
164th Division.
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HS Fr. Files: XXI A. C.: 445-30.1: Memorandum

Organization of Defensive System
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff, FRENCH XXI ARMY CORPS,
No. 1933/3. CHAMIGNY, June 4, 1918.

MEMORANDUM
Subject: Organization of the Terrain.

1. The entry into sector of two fresh divisions, possessing sufficient means to
organize in depth, makes it possible to proceed at once with the organization of the
terrain which is indispensable to the effective defense against renewed attacks by the
enemy. This organization must be effected before the enemy’s artillery is reinforced.

The advantages already gained through the line established by the American troops are
encouraging this work.

However, if we expect to derive the full benefit therefrom, it is necessary that
these projects be coordinated under a general plan, insuring unity of effort.

2. The end to be attained is the establishment of a defensive system, capable of
meeting the requirements of stabilization on the present line, or preferably farther
forward.

3. Therefore, the positions will be organized on the successive lines, indicated
below:

a. Les GRANGES---Hill 123---Bois de VEUILLY---CHAMPILLON (to 2d Div., A, E. F.)
---woods northwest of LUCY-le-BOCAGE---LUCY-le-BOCAGE---Le TRIANGLE---Bois des
CLEREMBAUTS---Bois de la MARETTE.

b. Crest south of GANDELU---crest of PREMONT---MARIGNY---rolling terrain of La
VOIE-du-CHATEL (to 2d Div., A. E. F.)---Le THIOLET---La NOUETTE.

c. Rolling terrain outlined by COULOMBS---HEURTEBISE---target at ISSONGE
[Farm]---La BAUDIERE---DOMPTIN---La MAZURE.

The lines indicated in subparagraphs a and b, will be established by the infantry
divisions. The line indicated in subparagraph c¢ will be laid out by the colonel commanding
the engineers of the army corps, who will be assisted in this work by 1 staff officer and
1 machine gun officer from each division concerned.

4, If, in the execution of Order No. 81/P. C., the south bank of the CLIGNON River is
reached, a solid line of resistance will be established on that bank in each division.,

5. Construction of field works will be pushed along the entire front and progressively
improved in the following order:

Selection of points of support of particular importance.

Organization of flanking fire at short and mid-ranges.

Organized flank protection for the points of support, to interdict hostile infiltration.

Construction of obstacles in connection with flanking fire.

Reconnaissance and organization of assembly areas for reserves and preparation of
outlets.

Reconnaissance and marking of routes for reinforcements and counterattacks.

Organization of command posts and observation posts.

6. The commanding general of the army corps draws the attention of all concerned to
the imperative need of camouflaging all works and routes of approach. The camouflage
should be in place before the work is commenced.
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7. The Commanding Generals, French 167th Division and American 2d Division, will
submit to the corps commander their respective plans of organization under the provisions
of this order. They will determine by agreement upon the location of the limiting points
at which the successive lines are to cross the boundary between their divisions.

DEGOUTTE,
Commanding General, XXIT A. C.

202-33.1: Report

Line held by 2d Division

2d DIVISION, A.E. F.,
MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, June 4, 1918.

See 1:80,000 Carte d’Etat-Major.
My dear Conner:

1. At 5p. m. onJune 3, the 2d Div. occupied a line running from south to northwest
as follows:

BONNEIL (about 5 1/2 kilometers southwest of CHATEAU-THIERRY)---MONT de BON-
NEIL---La NOUETTE Ferme---western edge of Bois de la MARETTE---Le THIOLET---Bois des
CLEREMBAUTS---TRIANGLE---LUCY-le-BOCAGE---Hill 142---eastern and northern edge of Bois
de VEUILLY---woods about 1500 km. southwest of VEUILLY-la-POTERIE---MOULIN-du-RHONE
Ferme---BREMOISELLE. Length of this line is quite approximately 20 kilometers.

2. This line was held as follows:

BONNEIL (incl.---Le THIOLET (incl.} 9th Inf.

Le THIOLET (excl.)---LUCY-le-BOCAGE (excl.) 2d Bn., 6th Marines.
LUCY-le-BOCAGE (incl.)---Hill 142 (excl.) 1st Bn., 6th Marines.

Hill 142 (incl.)---eastern edge Bois de VEUILLY (incl.) 2d Bn., 5th Marines.
Eastern edge Bois de VEUILLY (excl.)---BREMOISELLE (incl.) 23d Infantry.

3. It developed yesterday afternoon that a gap existed at Hill 142, between the 5th
and 6th Marines. Accordingly 2 companies of the 3d Bn., 6th Marines which was held as
regimental reserve were sent up to fill this gap.

The 2d Bn., 5th Marines, also, was not in touch with the 23d Infantry on its left.

It developed that French units occupied the line from the eastern edge of Bois de VEUILLY
(excl.) to the road MARIGNY---VEUILLY-1a-POTERIE, where they connected up with the 2d Bn.,
5th Marines on one side and the 23d Infantry on the other.

4, All 3 battalions of the 9th Infantry were in line; 2 battalions and 2 cos. of the
6th Marines were in the line, while the 3d Bn., (less 2 cos.) was held as regimental
reserve at CHAMPILLON; 1 bn., 5th Marines was in the line, 1 bn. was at PYRAMIDE as brigade
reserve, 1 bn. was in woods 500 meters northwest of La LONGUE Ferme (2 1/2 km. east of
MONTREUIL) as corps reserve; 3 bns. less 1 1/2 cos. of 23d Inf., were in the line, with
1 1/2 cos. at COULOMBS as regimental reserve.

5. American artillery was entering sector on afternoon of June 3, and taking up
positions to relieve French batteries of corresponding caliber; while other French artillery
was coming into sector as well.

6. On the evening of June 3, an official report came in that the Germans had captured
Hill 123 (1 kilometer southwest of VEUILLY-la-POTERIE), north of Malone's right. Later
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Captain Claude (French officer on duty with 23d Inf.) reported that prisoners captured
had stated the Germans had been ordered to take Hill 123 and MARIGNY at all costs within
24 hours - (Hour when this order was given them not known.)

7. During the night, our artillery, as well as the French did considerable firing.

A report from Malone date 2:55 a. m., June 4, stated that in view of an enemy movement
from HAUTEVESNES, our artillery concentrated its fire upon the area over which the attack
was to be made. German artillery replied at 2:25 a. m., and put down a heavy barrage for

a few minutes at approximately the junction of the Marines and 23d Inf. (These two regi-
ments had evidently extended their front to get in touch with each other, as had been con-
templated when it was discovered that French units were between them.) Malone also states:
“If any attack was launched by hostile infantry, it did not reach our lines. The French

line and our front remain intact.”

8. At 12:15 p. m. as I write this, no further information of any attacks has been
received, except that Lt. Hunt, Liaison Officer at Hq. XXI Corps, states that French have
retaken Hill 123 and hold it.

9. Today Gen. Bundy takes command of a sector bounded as shown on map by blue arrows.
Tonight, the 23d Inf. is to be relieved by a French division and will withdraw to take
position as division reserve; and, on the night of June 5/6, the 2d Bn., 5th Marines will
be withdrawn and the limits of Gen. Bundy's sector on the left will be as shown by red
arrow. This will give the 2d Division an opportunity to distribute in depth.

10. Copy of order for occupation of sector between blue arrows is attached.

11. It should be understood that in front of our line as indicated in part 1, here-
with, there has been until today, a French line engaged with the enemy from which advanced
line small groups of French have been gradually filtering back. Upon the adjustment of
Gen. Bundy’s sector today, this French line is to be wholly withdrawn and its elements
regrouped in rear. This operation is in progress.

11 1/2. Our troops have already suffered between 200 and 300 casualties.

12. At this hour, 4:10 p. m., there is no indication of any unusual activity on the
front of 2d Division.

W. S. GRANT,
Lt. Colonel, G. S.

202-12.8: Letter

Withdrawal of Battalion to La LONGUE Ferme

2d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, June 4, 1918.
FROM: Chief of Staff

TO: Commanding General, 3d Brigade.

1. Referring to Field Order No. 7, 2d Division, sent you this date in which it was
stated that the 1st Battalion, 9th Infantry, after being relieved by a battalion of the
30th Infantry would be withdrawn to La LONGUE Ferme and form part of the divisional re-
serve, the division commander directs me to inform you that in compliance with an order
of the XXI Army Corps, No. 73 P. C., dated June 3, 1918, and received at 12:35 a. m.
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June 4, the French authorities desire the battalion withdrawn without an actual relief by
a battalion of the 30th Infantry. You will, therefore, withdraw this battalion from the
line and send it to the reserve as contemplated in Field Order No. 7.

2. The battalion of the 30th Infantry remains in reserve, and there are French
troops at its immediate front. Also the dismounted cavalry in the Bois de la MARETTE are
in front.

PRESTON BROWN,
Colonel, General Staff,
Chief of Staff.

Adjt. 9th:

Guide to La LONGUE Ferme will be furnished at P. C. 3d Brig., when C. O., 1st Bn.,
9th, comes by here.

2d Div.: WWR: Vol. 6: Operations Report

2d DIVISION, A.E. F.,
MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, June 4, 1918,

8 p. m., June 3 to 8 p. m., June 4, 1918

1. General aspects of the day: Normal.

2. Report of events: The forenoon passed without much event, but during afternoon
considerable shelling by enemy on the north front from Y line 175, with shrapnel, high
explosive, and some gas. Complete details of this fire as to caliber of artillery used
and the location of particularly active groups, have been received. Several flights of
enemy aviators were made this afternoon.

%k k% k%

G. A. HERBST,
Lt. Colonel, General Staff,
A. C.of S., G-3.
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202-11.5; War Diary

4th BRIGADE, U. S. M. C.,
Ferme de la LOGE, June 4, 1918,

[Extract]

L 2 2% 2% 4

At 4 a. m., the French were relieved and passed through our line toward the rear.
During the early hours of the morning, the Germans made a violent attack on the portions
of the sector held by the 2d Bn., 5th Regiment and two companies of the 3d Bn. of the 6th
Regiment. This attack was successfully repulsed, inflicting losses on the enemy. Resume
of the day as follows:

The brigade headquarters were shifted from its position at the ISSONGE Ferme
to Ferme de la LOGE, which was effective at noon. The departing French division
commander, General Michel, expressed his satisfaction with the conduct of the 4th
Brigade during the time it had been under his command. The 3d Bn., of the 5th
Marines, which has been on duty near La LOGE Farm as corps reserve, was restored
to my command and was moved by me to a point in the edge of the woods about 1 1/2
kilometers southwest of MARIGNY. The forenoon passed without much event; but,
this afternoon there has been considerable shelling on the north front, from Y
line 170 to include Y line 175. Concentrations of the enemy were seen this
morning in the wood south of BUSSIARES and artillery brought to bear upon them.
Vehicles and some columns entering COURCHAMPS this afternoon. Stock, probably beef
on the hoof, being driven from COURCHAMPS toward LUCY about an hour ago and about
6 p. m., columns reported entering BUSSIARES.

In all these cases, the help of the French and American artillery had been
asked and the response has been prompt and probably very effective. Through some
method of assignment, the 17th Field Artillery sector, the sector from the left of
the 5th Marines nearly to LUCY-1le-BOCAGE, has not been in the sector of any of
that regiment. To respond to my request for fire on BUSSIARES given a few minutes
ago, I was met with the explanation that it would probably be half an hour before
the request could be complied with as the position of the guns would have to be
moved. It is not believed that this should be the case.

The brigade headquarters was honored this afternoon by a visit from the
Commander-in-Chief, who expressed his satisfaction of the work of the Marine
brigade.

The relief of the French this morning at 4 a. m. passed off without event.

Now that the French have moved from our front, I have instructed regimental com-
manders to have small patrols pushed out to the front tonight in an endeavor to
locate the enemy. Report just received that Major Shearer, commanding the 1st
Bn. of the 6th Marines has been gassed, but it is presumed to be not serious.

The spirit of the men and officers is good. Report just received that the battal-

ion of the 23d Infantry next on our left has withdrawn its liaison and is expected
to be about to be relieved.

JAMES G. HARBORD,
Brig. Gen., Comdg. 4th Brig., M. C.

Weather clear.
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202-33.3: Joumal of Operations

24 DIVISION, A.E. F.,
MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, June 4, 1918.

The division continued to hold practically the same line. Some dismounted French
cavalry held the Bois de la MARETTE and were attached to the 3d Brigade. The command
passes to the 2d Division at 8 h. In the morning, all French artillery with the exception
of one regiment of 75’s was relieved and the defense of the front rested with the 2d
Division. Our artillery in a number of cases fired on columns of vehicles, troops, and
stock entering COURCHAMPS and BUSSIARES.

G-3, GHQ, AEF: Fldr. 364: Letter

Contradiction of Rumor
[Contemporary Translation]
3d Section, G. S. FRENCH XXI ARMY CORPS.
No. 1915/3 CHAMIGNY, June 3, 1918—--9:05 a. m.

From General Degoutte, Commanding the
XXI Army Corps.

To the General commanding the Sixth Army.

A staff officer of the First Army asked me yesterday if there was any truth in the
rumor which was being circulated in regard to an evidence of hesitation on the part of the
American 2d Division in coming into the battle line. I cannot comprehend how such a rumor
was started.

One of my staff officers has already replied and emphatically contradicted this rumor.

But it is my wish to point out that the American 2d Division on joining us evidenced
a knowledge of the situation, a cheerful enthusiasm and a keenness which has gained for it
the admiration of all the troops and all the members of the staff.

Arriving on the field after an extremely hard night march and sent to a part of the
front which was being heavily attacked, the American troops advanced without stopping, in
spite of their fatigue, and arrived in time, a short distance back of our front.

Their unexpected arrival and the way in which they entered the zone of fire created
a decidedly favorable impression on our troops. The bringing into action of machine guns,
here and there, at long range, made it possible to inflict heavy losses on the enemy.

In regard to the commanding officers, I found a great desire on the part of General
Bundy and his staff to be of the greatest immediate service. Everyone tried to do every-
thing possible to hasten the arrival of all the units of the division.

In conclusion I can state that the American 2d Division is a most excellent unit
and that it awaits orders to go into action with an impatience which is not assumed.
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I request that this letter be transmitted to General Pershing should you consider it
of interest.

DEGOUTTE.

G. H. Q., June 4, 1918,
3d Section.

Copy forwarded for the information of General Ragueneau.

Major CLARK.
202-32.1: Order
New Front Line Position
FIELD ORDERS 2d DIVISION, A.E. F.,
No. 8 MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, June 5, 1918—--10 a.m.

MAP: MEAUX---1/80,000

I.  The enemy holds the general line: MONTCOURT---BOURESCHES---Bois de BELLEAU
---TORCY---BUSSIARES---GANDELU---CHEZY-en-ORXOIS.

The 4th Cavalry Division (French XXXIX Corps), is on our right.

Headquarters: SAULCHERY.

The 167th Division is on our left. Headquarters: DHUISY.

II. The division will occupy and hold the line: Southeast corner of the Bois de la
MARETTE---Bois des CLEREMBAUTS---TRIANGLE---LUCY-le-BOCAGE---woods northwest of LUCY-
le-BOCAGE---Hill 142---point on CHAMPILLON---BUSSIARES road 800 meters north of
CHAMPILLON (all inclusive).

Divisional Limits:

Eastern: VAUX---Bois de la MARETTE-La NOUETTE---Ferme BEAUREPAIRE---
VILLIERS-sur-MARNE---CITRY---CHARNESSEUIL (5 kilometers southwest of CITRY) all inclusive.
Western: Brook running north from CHAMPILLON (inclusive)---to a point on

CHAMPILLON-BUSSIARES Road 800 meters north of CHAMPILLON (incl.)---CHAMPILLON
(inclusive) ---woods 500 meters northeast of La VOIE-du-CHATEL---La VOIE-du-CHATEL---
PYRAMIDE---THOPITAL Ferme (all inclusive)---La SABLONNIERE---PORTE-FERREE (exclusive)
---RETOURNELOUP [Farm] (exclusive}---southern exit of La FERTE-sous-JOUARRE.

II. a. The 2d Artillery Brigade, reinforced by 3 groups of the 37th, 2 groups of the
2324, and 1 group of the 236th Regiments of Field Artillery French, will go into position
west of the line: DOMPTIN---COUPRU---and MARIGNY-en-ORXOIS.

The 12th Field Artillery will support the 4th Brigade. Headquarters: La LOGE.
The 15th Field Artillery will support the 3d Brigade. Headquarters: DOMPTIN.
The 17th Field Artillery will support both brigades. Headquarters: MONTREUIL-
aux-LIONS. Will move to BEZU-le-GUERY. Date to be announced.
Three groups of the 37th Field Artillery, 2 groups of the 232d Field Artillery,
and 1 group of the French 236th Field Artillery, will be assigned special missions by the
brigade commander.
Trench Mortar Battery at disposition of brigade commander.
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Lieut. Col. Briard has been appointed by the Commanding General, XXI Army Corps,
to command all French artillery units.

A liaison officer will be detailed for a permanent duty with the Commanding
General, XXI Army Corps Artillery. Headquarters: Now at MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS. Will move
to BEZU-le-GUERY. Date to be announced.

b. 3d Brigade:

Sector: Southeast corner Bois de la MARETTE---Bois des CLEREMBAUTS---TRIANGLE
(all inclusive).

Brigade Limits:

Eastern: Eastern limit of division.

Western: TRIANGLE---Hill 201---COUPRU---VERTELET Ferme---La LONGUE Ferme
(all inclusive).

Regiments side by side, from right to left: 9th Inf., 23d Inf. Headquarters:
VERTELET Ferme.

c. 4th Brigade:

Sector: TRIANGLE {exclusive)---LUCY-le-BOCAGE---wood northwest of LUCY-le-
BOCAGE---Hill 142---point on CHAMPILLON-BUSSIARES Road---800 meters north of
CHAMPILLON (inclusive).

Brigade Limits:

Eastern: Western limit of the 3d Brigade.

Western: Western limit of the division.

Regiments side by side, from right to left; 6th Marines, 5th Marines. Head-
quarters: La LOGE.

d. 2d Engineers:

1st Battalion to 3d Brigade for entrenching duty. Upon completion to brigade
reserve.

2d Battalion to 4th Brigade for entrenching duty. Upon completion to brigade
reserve. Headquarters: MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS. Will move to BEZU-le-GUERY, Date to be
announced.

e. 2d Battalion, 23d Infantry, reinforced by the 4th Machine Gun Battalion,
posted at La LONGUE Ferme, constitutes the division reserve.

f.  1st Battalion, 6th Marines, posted near La LOGE, constitutes the army corps
reserve.

g. The 1st Field Signal Battalion will establish lines of information to the
XXI Army Corps, brigades, French artillery units, ammunition train, and division reserve,
using French lines whenever practicable. French operators furnished by the telegraph
detachment of the 164th Division, will be placed at switchboards along with the American
operators. They, and radio men of French army left at wireless station, are under the
Signal Officer, 2d Division.

h. Plan of Liaison: * * *

i.  Axes of Liaison;

Army Corps: Main road (Grande Route) to PARIS from La LOGE to La Rue; CHAMIGNY,
La FERTE-sous-JOUARRE; JOUARRE.

2d Division Main Axis: MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS---La RUE---CHAMIGNY---JOUARRE;
Secondary Axis: CROGIS---DOMPTIN---VILLIERS-sur-MARNE---NANTEUIL-sur-MARNE---SAACY
---MONTAPEINE-JOUARRE.

j.  Esc. Sal. 252* at the disposition of the 2d Division.

Balloon 21 will make its ascension at CAQUERETS [sic], and is at the disposition
of the artillery of the corps sector.

* Escadrille Salmson Air squadron equipped with Salmson engines.
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IV. Sanitary Train:

Field Hospital No. 1 BEZU-le-GUERY
" " No. 15 Chateau la RUE
" " No. 16 and 23 MEAUX
Ambulance Co. No. 1 BEZU-le-GUERY
" " No. 15 DOMPTIN
" " No. 16 Ambulances apportioned among artillery;
remainder of equipment and personnel to
IHopital Ferme.
" " No. 23 BEZU-le-GUERY
Ammunition Train:

Motor Battalion: To east of CHATEAU-THIERRY---La FERTE Road, at road fork north of
Chateau-la-RUE.

Horse Battalion: To woods on west side of ravine running southeast from MONTREUIL-
aux-LIONS to Ste-AULDE.

Engineer Train:
Motor section with motor battalion ammunition train.
Horse section with horse battalion ammunition train.

Supply Train: MEAUX.

Field and Combat Trains (artillery excepted), to woods on west side of ravine running
southeast of MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS to Ste-AULDE. Those of artillery to join organizations.

V. Headquarters: Now at MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS. Will move to BEZU-le-GUERY. Date to
be announced.

By command of Major General Bundy:

PRESTON BROWN,

Colonel, General Staff,

Chief of Staff.
HS Fr. Files: XXI A. C.: 445-30.1: Order

[Editorial Translation]
3d Section, G. S. XXI ARMY CORPS,
No. 79/P. C. CHAMIGNY, June 5, 1918,
SPECIAL ORDER

Lieut. Colonel Briard, attached to the Commanding General, American 2d Division, to
command the French artillery placed at the disposition of that division, will continue on

this duty until further orders and, in any case, until the relief of the artillery of the
French 164th Division.

DEGOUTIE,
Commanding General, XXI A, C.
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202-32.16: Field Message

FROM: Commanding General, American 4th Brigade, M. C.
AT: Ferme de la LOGE

DATE: June 5, 1918

TO: Commanding Officers, American 5th and 6th Marines

1. As soon as practicable after dark tonight, the following changes will be made:
a. The 3d Bn., 5th Marines, will relieve the 1st Bn., 6th Marines.
b. The 1st Bn., 6th Marines to proceed to 170.0-259.0 as corps reserve, French
XXI Corps.
c. The 2d Bn., 6th Marines to be relieved by the 23d Infantry of that portion of
its present sector from the PARIS-METZ Road to TRIANGLE Farm inclusive.

2. The sector to be held by the 3d Bn., 5th Marines will be from the brook 173.8-262.7
on the west to LUCY-le-BOCAGE---TORCY Road 174.8-261.0 inclusive.

3. The sector of the 6th Marines will then be from TRIANGLE Farm, exclusive, to
LUCY-le-BOCAGE---TORCY Road 174.8-861.0, exclusive. The sector of the 5th Marines from
LUCY-1le-BOCAGE---TORCY Road 174.8-261.0, inclusive to CHAMPILLON Brook which rises near
CHAMPILLON Brook and the village of CHAMPILLON inclusive.

J. G. HARBORD,
Brigadier General, N. A.

202-32.1-4-1: Order

Artillery Support

ORDERS 2d FIELD ARTILLERY BRIGADE, A. E. F,,
No. 1 MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, June 5, 1918.

1. The 167th Div, will attack on the morning of June 6 and will try to reach the
following objectives: VEUILLY-la-POTERIE (southern part)---Bois HELOUP---Bois de
BUSSIARES---southern part of BUSSIARES---little square wood 400 meters S. E. of CALVAIRE
[sic], in liaison with that division the 2d Division, A. E. F., will attack at the same
time Hill 142 and will bring its first line on the north slope of that hill.

2. Infantry: The intermediate objectives will be indicated by the Commanding
General, 4th Brigade. The artillery regimental or groupment commanders will make arrange-
ments with the Commanding General, 4th Brigade, who is in charge of the operation. The
manner of attacking will be infiltration and not successive waves.

3. Artillery, Commander of Artillery: Col. McCloskey, P. C. La LOGE.

Groupment Gouvy - 4 batteries of 75’s; 12th F. A. - 2 batteries of 75’s Major Watson.

Groupment d’A. L. C. - 2 batteries of 1565’s [heavy Howitzers] Lt. Col. Quinn, P, C.

10-86.

4, Preparation of the attack. There will not be any preparation properly speaking,
so as not to attract the attention of the enemy. During the afternoon of the 5th and the
night of the 5th, and 6th, the 75's will execute, first, raking fire on Hill 142, on the
north slope of LUCY-le-BOCAGE and on hill west and south of TORCY; second, interdiction

- 140 -



fire on the ravine of CHAMPILLON, the ravines east of Hill 142, the ravines west of Bois de
BELLEAU, the west edge of Bois de BELLEAU, the woods and orchards in front of our line be-
tween the ravine of CHAMPILLON and the Bois de BELLEAU; CLIGNON Brook and the ravines
north of this stream.

The 155’s will execute interdiction fire on the crossings of CLIGNON, east of
BUSSIARES, the crossings of roads between BUSSIARES and BELLEAU, the entrance of
BUSSIARES, LICY-CLIGNON, TORCY, and BELLEAU.

5. Execution of the attack. At H-5, a violent annihilation fire on the first ob-
jective of the attack will be made. This fire will be lifted 400 meters ahead of the hour
H, and will be placed as much as possible on the second objective, and so on. During the
operation, a boxing fire enclosing the whole area of attack will be made.

Colonel McCloskey will arrange the details of the preparation and accompanying fire
with the Commanding General, 4th Brigade.

6. The hour of the attack (H hour), is June 6.

7. Munitions. One day and a half’s fire will be at the battery positions.

By command of Brigadier General Chamberlaine:

W. C. POTTER,

Lt. Col., Field Artillery,

Adjutant.
202-20.1: Intelligence Report
G-2 2d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
No. 56 MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, June 5, 1918.

June 4 to June 5, 1918
Noon to Noon
[Extract]

1. Enemy Order of Battle: No Change.
2. Activity of the Enemy:

a. Infantry: At 8 p.m., small enemy attack on our lines west of Hill 142 broke
down under our artillery fire.

Considerable machine-gun and rifle fire on our lines between CHAMPILLON and
TRIANGLE.

Enemy snipers active in the vicinity of TORCY, BELLEAU, and BOURESCHES.

b. Artillery: Considerable shelling of Bois des CLEREMBAUTS, Chateau at MARIGNY,
DOMPTIN with 77’s and 105’s (H. E.) throughout the day. Gas bombardment of LUCY-le-BOCAGE
at 6:30 p.m.

At 3:15 p.m., 21/150’s; at 9:30 p.m., 50/150’s, and at 10:15 p.m., 30/150’s on
the town of MARIGNY.

500/150’s on Bois de VEUILLY between 9 and 11:30 p.m.

200/105's on Hill 142 between 6:15 and 7 p.m.

At 10 a.m., heavy bombardment of MONTGIVRAULT.
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3. AERONAUTICS:

a. Aeroplanes: Abnormal activity of enemy aeroplanes. 89 enemy flights over our
lines during the day. Two enemy planes brought down by antiaircraft fire.

b. Balloons: During the day, balloons were observed at the following points on
the PARIS Road, southeast of TRIANGLE Farm, due east of BOURESCHES. Two balloons just in
rear of the line CHEZY-BONNES and one balloon near MEUILLY [sic] [probably VEUILLY].

Balloon shot down near CHATEAU-THIERRY, nationality uncertain.

4, Movement: Visibility: good.

a. Men: Between 12:01 and 5 p.m., continuous movement of troops from COURCHAMPS
to LICY and BUSSIARES.

Movement in woods east of Hill 165. Circulation abnormal in the vicinity of
HAUTEVESNES, BOURESCHES, and COURCHAMPS.,

b. Wagons: wagon trains passing through COURCHAMPS throughout the day.

5. Works: At 7:20 a.m., 20 men digging trench at 171.5-263.3 east of VEUILLY.
6. Miscellaneous:

a. Flares and rockets sent up along our line.

Enemy lines unusually quiet during the night.

Our patrols reported the enemy line to be as follows, from north of Bois de
VEUILLY---north of Hill 142---west of Bois de BELLEAU---north and east of TRIANGLE---
eastern edge of Bois de CLEREMBAUTS---eastern edge Bois de la MARETTE.

7. General Impression of the Day:
Artillery activity very slightly increased. Disposition of enemy south of VEUILLY
seems to indicate that he has begun to dig in to some extent.

R R R O N 2

A. D. BUDD,
Major, General Staff,
A C.of S, G-2.
202-32.16: Field Message
FROM: Chief of Staff, 2d Division, A. E. F.
AT: MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS
DATE: June b, 1918 3 p. m. SENT BY: Telephone
TO: Commanding General, 4th Brigade, M. C.

The morning of June 6, the French 167th Division will attack between VEUILLY,
inclusive, to the brook of CHAMPILLON, exclusive. The 2d Division will support the attack
by the capture of the slopes of CHAMPILLON, up to and including the brook to the east of
the slope and just west of TORCY. Y line 174.

Interdiction fire around the zone to be attacked; registration and raking the evening
of June 5 on the objective. At H hour minus 30 minutes fire of preparation and destruc-
tion very intense, on the successive targets. H hour will be fixed by the C. G., XXT A. C.,
and communicated to General Harbord at once. The infantry will attack by infiltration
rather than by waves. Interdiction fire will be kept up until the moment the infantry
progresses. Close liaison to be established between the infantry and artillery. Counter-
batteries will go into action in case German batteries open fire. All artillery of the 2d
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Division, and attached French units, and all of the 167th Division will take part. Ex-
plosive shells to be used. 1 1/2 days’ fire to be had at each piece. The objective has
been marked on maps MEAUX, 1:20,000. The advance of Marines to guide on attack of 167th
Division; guide left.

After Hill 142 is taken, the left of the Marine line to advance as circumstances
permit without bringing on another engagement. Position to be entrenched.

Respecting relief of the Marine elements west of the brook of CHAMPILLON on the
evening of June 5, the commanding officer of Marines in that district will be instructed
to assemble his command and march it to a point designated by General Harbord after the
French have passed through and have satisfied themselves of their position. It is desirable
that officers meet them and guide them in.

HS Fr. Files: XXI A. C.: 445-30.1: Order

Front of Army Corps to be Pushed Forward
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, G. S. FRENCH XXI ARMY CORPS,
No. 81/P. C. CHAMIGNY, June 5, 1918--3 p. m.

GENERAL OPERATIONS ORDER

1. In the zone of the XXI Army Corps, the line of resistance established at the end
of the battle, presents the following disadvantages along the front VEUILLY-la-POTERIE---
BOURESCHES:

Between this front and the line marked by the CLIGNON River and the railway LICY-
CLIGNON---BOURESCHES, the terrain offers shallow depressions and wooded areas which enable
the enemy to assemble strong forces, concealed from view.

The hostile attack will thus be favored by these facilities for assembling his in-
fantry, while he subjects our present line of resistance to powerful artillery action.

It is, therefore, highly important to carry our line of resistance forward to the
foot of the slopes adjoining the CLIGNON River, between VEUILLY-1a-POTERIE and BOURESCHES.
This should be accomplished before the enemy can reinforce his artillery, i.e., as soon
as possible,

2. Accordingly, beginning at 6 a.m., the Commanding General, French 167th Infantry
Division, will take all necessary measures to seize the terrain in front of his present
line up to the foot of the hills immediately dominating the CLIGNON River from the south,
between VEUILLY-la-POTERIE on his left and the stream flowing from CHAMPILLON to the ford
west of LICY-CLIGNON on his right.

This advance will be supported on his right, on the long crest of Hill 142, by Ameri-
can elements which at the end of the advance will maintain liaison between the new front
attained and the present front to the east, occupied by the American 2d Division.

The Commanding General, American 2d Division, will issue the necessary orders for the
operation insofar as concerns the advance on Hill 142, which is located in his sector.

In order to coordinate the advance of the French and American troops, the Commanding
General, American 2d Division, will establish close liaison between American officer in
charge of the operation and the command post of the Colonel commanding the French 167th
Infantry Division.
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This operation will be preceded by an artillery preparation to be regulated by the
colonel commanding the corps artillery in agreement with the Commanding Generals, American
2d Division, and French 167th Division.

3. Under similar conditions, and as soon as possible after the execution of the first
operation (above), an analogous operation will be executed by the American 2d Division, for
the purpose of seizing the Bois de BELLEAU and the long crest (southeast-northwest), which
immediately dominates TORCY and BELLEAU.

Colonel Broussard, commanding the artillery of the XXI Army Corps, is placed at the
disposition of the Commanding General, American 2d Division for such artillery action as
that general officer may request, for the preparation of the operation as well as during
the course of its execution.

DEGOUTTE,
Commanding General, XXI A. C.

202-32.1: Letter

Announcement of H hour

2d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, June 5, 1918-—4:53 p. m.

FROM: Commanding General
TO: Commanding General, American 4th Brigade, M. C.
SUBJECT: H hour.

1. The division commander directs me to inform you that the hour fixed by the French
XXI Army Corps for the operation of June 6, 1918, is three forty-five a.m. (3:45 a.m.
June 6).

Please acknowledge receipt.

PRESTON BROWN,

Colonel, General Staff,
Chief of Staff.

202-32.16: Field Message
FROM: C. G., 4th Brigade
AT: Ferme de la LOGE.
DATE: June5, 1918
TO: C. O., American 5th Marines
1. On arrival of the troops of the French 167th Division to relieve that portion of

your line west of, but not including CHAMPILLON, you will cause guides to be furnished to
conduct them to their positions.
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2. 'When the troops of the French 167th Division are in position, you will withdraw
your left bn. [1st Bn., 5th Marines] and any other troops you may have west of CHAMPILLON
and send them to a point designated by my verbal orders to you this date.

JAMES G. HARBORD,
Brig. Gen., Comdg. 4th Brigade, M. C.

202-33.1: Operations Report

2d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, June 5, 1918.

8 p.m., June 4, to 8 p.m., June 5, 1918

I.  General Aspects of the Day: Quiet, except for increased artillery activity and
abnormal enemy aviation.
II. Report of Events: At 8:20 p.m., small enemy attack against Hill 142, held by
our troops, broke down under artillery fire. One company of 6th Marines, considerably
annoyed by a German machine gun, sent out a patrol of 12 men about 1 p.m., killed all the
Germans and brought back the machine gun.
A patrol of one officer and two men of the 6th Marines, sent from LUCY-le-BOCAGE at
9 p. m., found the Bois de BELLEAU and the high ground south of TORCY occupied by Germans.
Strength unknown. Heavy wagon heard moving through the northern part of Bois de BELLEAU.
III. a. Between 5 and 6 p.m., intermittent fire with 150’s on the woods west of
La LONGUE Ferme. During the day, intermittent fire against LUCY with 105’s and 150’s.
Location of hostile batteries not definitely determined. Between 9 and 11:30 p.m., about
500-150’s were dropped on Bois de VEUILLY. Between 6:15 and 7 p.m., 200-105’s were dropped
on Hill 142. Location of hostile batteries not definitely fixed.

b. 89 flights of enemy aeroplanes made over our lines during the day. Two
enemy planes brought down by antiaircraft fire. 10 hostile balloons were in observation
at different points.

c. Considerable circulation throughout the day from Bois de BORNE and
BOURESCHES. Between 12 noon and 5 p.m., continuous movement of enemy troops from
COURCHAMPS toward LICY-CLIGNON and BUSSIARES. A number of wagon trains passed
through BUSSIARES through the day moving in both directions.

One officer and 19 men gassed as result of gas bombardment at LUCY.

PRESTON BROWN,
Colonel, General Staff,
Chief of Staff.
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202-32.16: Field Message

FROM: C. O., 2d Bn., 23d Inf.

AT: 500 meters S. E. La LONGUE Ferme
DATE: June 5, 1918 8:17 p.m. SENT BY: Runner
TO: C. G., 2d Division, A. E. F.

In compliance with F. O. 12, Hgs. 3d Brigade, June 5, 1918, the 2d Bn., 23d Inf,, is
now in position and established at this point as division reserve.

DESHLER WHITING,
Major, Comdg.

202-32.16: Field Message
[Contemporary Translation]
FROM: French Escadron 252 (Obs. Lt. Nouvelon, Pilot St-Adam).
DATE: June5, 1918
TO: General Bundy.
Several Boche elements in the Bois de BELLEAU; enemy guns shots fired, Boche elements
south of the road between HELOUP and BUSSIARES. No German battery seen in action.

Impression: sector calm.

Received 8:25 a.m., June 5, 1918 by Col. Herbst.

202-32.16: Field Message

FROM: C. O., American 6th Regt. M. C.

AT: P. C. Ferme de la LOGE.
DATE: June 5, 1918 9 p.m.
TO: Major Berton W. Sibley, C. O., 3d Bn., American 6th Marines

Your battalion will be relieved sometime tonight by Turrill's Battalion [1st Bn.,
5th Marines], when 82d and 83d Companies are relieved, you will proceed via CHAMPILLON via
present regimental headquarters to Ferme BLANCHE, [probably Maison-BLANCHE] where your
battalion will go into reserve. Orders will be given to the C. O., 84th Co., and C. O.,
97th Co., to report to you at Ferme BLANCHE. The platoon, 73d Co., will remain in place.
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Guide will be found at regimental headquarters, colonel's office, to conduct you to Ferme
Blanche.

By order:

Major FRANK E. EVANS,
Adjutant, 6th Marines.

201-32.1-4-1: Order

Artillery Dispositions
FIELD ORDER 2d FIELD ARTILLERY BRIGADE, A. E, F.,,
No. 2 MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, June 5, 19189 p. m.

1. Situation: The front held by the enemy is marked by the following points from
east to west: MONTCOURT---BOURESCHES---Bois de BELLEAU---TORCY---BUSSIARES---
GANDELU---CHEZY-en-ORXOIS.

Our troops hold the line: Southeast corner of the Bois de la MARETTE---Bois des
CLEREMBAUTS---TRIANGLE---LUCY-le-BOCAGE---wood northwest LUCY-le-BOCAGE---Hill
142, point on CHAMPILLON-BUSSIARES Road 800 meters north of CHAMPILLON (all inclusive).

The 4th Cavalry Division (XXXIX French Corps), is on our right, Headquarters at
SAULCHERY.

The 167th Division is on our left, Headquarters, DHUISY.

2. The division limits are as follows:

Eastern limits: VAUX---Bois de la MARETTE---NOUETTE---Ferme BEAUREPAIRE---VILLI-
ERS-sur-MARNE---CITRY---CHARNESSEUIL (5 kilometers southwest of CITRY) (all inclusive).

Western limit: Brook running north from CHAMPILLON (inclusive)---point on CHAMPIL-
LON-BUSSIARES Road 800 meters north of CHAMPILLON---CHATEL---PYRAMID---'HOPITAL
Ferme (all inclusive), La SABLONNIERE (exclusive)---PORTE FERREE (exclusive)---RE-
TOURNELOUP [Farm] (exclusive)---southern exit of La FERTE-sous-JOUARRE.

3. The brigade limits are as follows:

3d Brigade:

Eastern limit: Eastern limit of the division.

Western limit: TRIANGLE---Hill 201---COUPRU---VERTELET Ferme---La LONGUE Ferme
(all inclusive).

Regiments side by side, from right to left, 9th Infantry, 23d Infantry, Headquarters:
VERTELET Ferme.

4th Brigade:

Eastern limit: Western limit of 3d Brigade.

Western limit: Western limit of the division.

Regiments side by side, from right to left, 6th Marines, 5th Marines, Headquarters:

La LOGE Ferme.
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4. The brigade reinforced by the 37th F. A., French (3 groups 75’s), the French 23d
F. A, (3 groups 75's), and the 2d Battalion (155s) of the French 33d Regiment is assigned
as follows:

a. Right subsector: Lt. Col. Schmidt commanding, P. C., DOMPTIN, will support
the 3d Infantry Brigade.

The 15th F. A., Lt. Col. Davis commanding, P. C. DOMPTIN,

French 232d F. A., Lt. Col. Schmidt commanding, P. C. DOMPTIN.

Note: The 2d Battalion, French 232d F. A., heretofore assigned to support the
4th Brigade is transferred to the right subsector and will be assigned a position by the
regimental commander.

b. Left subsector: Col. McCloskey, 12th F. A. commanding, P. C. La LOGE, will
support the 4th Infantry Brigade.

The 12th F. A., Col. McCloskey commanding, P. C. La LOGE.

The French 37th F. A., Lt. Col. Gouvy commanding, P. C. La LOGE.

c. Heavy artillery (155’s short), Col. Bowley, 17th F. A. commanding, P. C.
MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS.

The 17th F. A., Col. Bowley commanding, P. C. to be selected. The 2d Battalion,
French 232d F. A., Major de Coligny.

5. Each subsector commander will proceed at once to get in touch with his infantry
brigade commander, ascertain the exact limits of the infantry front, select positions for
his batteries and assign units of his command to support infantry units.

6. The 3d Battalion, 17th F. A., and the 2d Battalion, French 333d F. A. will be
considered as available for counterbattery work under the orders of Major St. Claire
Daville; P. C. to be selected later. These battalions will not be considered as available
for counterbattery work when they are needed for the immediate defense of the sector.

7. Regimental commanders will report to these headquarters as soon as possible, by
means of coordinates, the location of their batteries, battalion command posts, and ob-
serving stations.

8. Axis of Liaison: MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS---Le RUE---CHAMIGNY---JOUARRE.
Secondary Axis: CROGIS---COMPTIN---VILLIERS-sur-MARNE---NANTEUIL-sur-MARNE---
SAACY---MONTAPEINE---JOUARRE.,

9. Aerial Observation: Escadrille Sal 252 has been assigned to the 2d Division,
Balloon 28 will make ascensions from CAQUERETS and is at the disposal of the artillery of
the corps sector.

10. Ammunition train: Motor battalion east of CHATEAU-THIERRY---La FERTE Road and
fork north of Chateau la RUE.

Horse Battalion: Woods to the west side of ravine running southwest from MONTREUIL-
aux-LIONS to Ste-AULDE.

In addition Artillery Park 164 at CITRY is especially assigned to the 232d Regiment.

11. Brigade Headquarters at MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS.

By command of Brigadier General Chamberlaine:
W. C. POTTER,

Lt. Col., Field Artillery,
Adjutant.
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206-32.1: Order

Order for Seizure and Defense of Position

FIELD ORDER 4th BRIGADE, M. C.,
No. 1 Ferme de la LOGE, June 5, 1918---10:25 p. m.

MAP: MEAUX 49
1:50,000

1. The enemy holds the general line BOURESCHES---Bois de BELLEAU---TORCY---
BUSSIARES---GANDELU---CHEZY-en-ORXOIS. The French 167th D. 1. is on the left of this brigade
and attacks June 6, in the direction of the BUSSIARES Wood.

2. This brigade will attack on the right of the French 167th Div. Objective from
the Little Square Wood 400 meters S. E. of Le CALVAIRE [sic] to the brook crossing
174.0-263.4.

3. a. The attack between the brook of CHAMPILLON, inclusive, Hill 142, and the
brook which flows from 1 kilometer N. E. of CHAMPILLON, inclusive, will be made by the
1st Bn., 5th Marines, supported by the 8th and 23d Cos. machine guns.

b. The 3d Bn., 5th Marines, will advance its left along the brook which rises
1 kilometer N. E. of CHAMPILLON to conform to the progress made by the 1st Bn., in its
attack.

x. The artillery preparation will be made in accordance with orders from the 2d
Brigade, F. A.

y. The advance will be timed with the attack of the French 167th Div.

z. Aviation will be as ordered by the C. G., 167th Division.

4. The objective when attained will be at once organized to be held against counter-
attack.

J. G. HARBORD,
Brigadier General, N. A.

202-33.3: Journal of Operations

2d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, June 5, 1918.

The line occupied and held by the division was modified. It now extends from the
southwest corner of the Bois de la MARETTE through the Bois des CLEREMBAUTS---TRIANGLE
---LUCY-le-BOCAGE---wood northwest of LUCY-le-BOCAGE---Hill 142---a point on CHAMPILLON
---BUSSIARES Road, 800 meters north of CHAMPILLON, all inclusive. During the night of June
4/5, the 23d Infantry and two companies of the 5th Machine Gun Battalion, and Company C
of the 2d Engineers, were relieved and returned by marching to join the division going
into reserve. The entire division is now concentrated, every element accounted for.
The artillery is in position to fire upon the enemy and support the infantry. A number of
local attacks were repulsed by 4th Brigade during the day. Our losses were slight,
accurate data not yet received.
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202-11.5: War Diary

4th BRIGADE, M. C.,
Ferme de la LOGE, June 5, 1918.

Including the 5th and 6th Regiments and the
6th Machine Gun Battalion, Marine Corps.

A memorandum from the Commanding General, 4th Brigade, to the Commanding General,
2d Division regarding aviation is of interest and is quoted herewith:
1. Subsection 1, Paragraph IIl, Field Order No. 7, Headquarters 2d Division,
says Balloon 21 will make its ascension on the Road COURBOIN-BLESMES. The towns
mentioned, COURBOIN-BLESMES, are to the east and southeast of the CHATEAU-THIERRY,
12 kilometers distant from any portion of the line held by this brigade.
2. There are visible from these headquarters, four German balloons and no
French balloons. The hum of German airplanes is almost constant over our front
lines. It is recommended that the French authorities be called upon to show some
of that superiority in the air which is referred to in almost every French and
British paper recently
3. The undersigned has been over his front line this morning from LUCY to
the PARIS-METZ Road and there is hardly a tum in the line or a portion of the
road from which one or more German balloons is not plainly visible. Any activity
or appearance of people along that line in sight of these balloons is followed
within a very few minutes by shell fire.

JAMES G. HARBORD,
Brig. General, Comdg. 4th Brig., M. C.

G-3, GHQ: C-in-C Rept. File: Fldr. 112-C2: Operations Report

2d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS June 6, 1918.

FROM: Commanding General
TO: Commanding General, [ Army Corps, A. E. F.*

1. On May 30, the division was stationed, as you know, in the GISORS---CHAUMONT-en-
VEXIN area for a period of training. Several terrain exercises had been held, and more
contemplated. On May 30, the Commanding General of the French Group of Reserve Armies
at NOAILLES informed me that he desired the division to move into the BEAUVAIS area, with
headquarters at AUNEUIL. The movement was to be by marching, commencing the morning of
May 31, and terminating in two days, due to the fact that division was scattered in a north
and south direction and the rearmost units needed two days to make the march comfortably.

* Exercising administrative control of 2d Division, A. E. F.
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The movement was ordered, billeting parties sent ahead, and the march order issued.
About 5 p. m., the 30th, a French officer came in with an order that the infantry of the
division would entrain at 5 a. m., May 31 for the area around MEAUX, that the necessary
camions to transport the troops would arrive.

The necessary orders were given to embus the infantry. At midnight, an officer of
the French service arrived and informed me that the remainder of the division would be
transported by ralil, first train leaving at 5:30 a. m.

After a night of intensive labor, the necessary orders and schedules were made out,
the troops embarked for MEAUX, and entrainment began. The necessary staff officers were
sent in advance by automobiles, and the proper quota left behind. I proceeded to MEAUX.
Late in the afternoon of the 31st, the leading elements of the infantry began to arrive.

They were ordered to debus in the area near MAY-en-MULTIEN, northeast of MEAUX, and there
await concentration, as two day’s march from detraining station was necessary for the
artillery.

Hardly had the regiment debussed, when the French army authorities urgently requested
that the division take up a position between GANDELU and MONTIGNY, both northeast of
MEAUX. Reports had it that the Germans were to attack that night. Strenuous efforts were
made to gather up the remaining infantry elements, and the men with but 100 rounds in the
belt, marched to their designated positions. At 11 p. m., the last remaining elements
arrived by camion, except those delayed by broken machines.

At midnight, a French officer encountered Colonel Preston Brown, Chief of Staff, who
was on the field directing the location of troops, and delivered an army order requiring
concentration of the division as an emergency around the area MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, south-
east of GANDELU. The necessary orders were given and the troops made a forced march to
MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, arriving there a little after daybreak.

The situation was very tense as the Germans were pushing along the CHATEAU-THIERRY---
PARIS Road. The roads were blocked with troops and refugees streaming to the rear. As
the columns began to approach MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, General DEGOUTTE, commanding the
French XXI Army Corps, called on me, explained the emergency of the situation, and asked for
aid. As a matter of fact, orders had already been given for the 9th Infantry to take up a
position on the CHATEAU-THIERRY---PARIS Road.

I immediately took command of all my elements, the 4th Brigade marched with all haste
to a point near Le THIOLET on the PARIS Road, east of MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, and were followed
by the rear elements. Supply trucks were emptied in order to hasten the transport. A
great number of men were actually carried to their positions on the line by trucks, the
remainder went by marching.

At 9 a. m., the division had placed approximately 13,000 infantry across the road.

The supply trains were again loaded up, the ammunition train was filled, and one-half
million rounds of .30 caliber ammunition placed behind each brigade. The 3d Brigade was
south of the PARIS Road; the 4th Brigade north of it. Two days’ rations were placed behind
the men. The last supplies were delivered by noon. Every effort was then made to gather
up loose units. A staff officer arriving, informed me that 18 trains had been cancelled

and that the mounted elements, transportation, etc., supposed to be carried by these trains,
was proceeding overland by marching. Dispatch riders were sent to order them to proceed
by forced marches, officers stationed at the various detraining stations to accelerate

the approach of the artillery. An ammunition dump was established at LIZY-sur-OURCQ, and
one and one-half million rounds of ammunition was in position within 14 hours after
arrival. The railhead was established at MEAUX, and headquarters of the division estab-
lished at MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS, where they are now.

By evening of June 1, practically all the infantry was up. It became evident that
the machine guns would be needed; their route of march was ascertained, the supply train
emptied and sent after them, bringing the personnel guns and ammunition to the front;
mounted elements and transportations continued to make forced marches to join their
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organizations; the artillery began to arrive. These operations were rendered very difficult
by the congestion of the roads. The engineer train was advanced, tools issued and entrench-
ing begun.

On the night of June 1, the corps commander called on me at midnight and informed me
that a gap of over 4 kilometers existed in the line near GANDELU and MONTIGNY, and that a
German attack might be expected at any moment. The 23d Infantry, reinforced by a battalion
of the Marines and the 5th Machine Gun Battalion, and a company of engineers, were aroused
from their sleep and made a forced march to a designated spot. A wire was laid from the
Headquarters of the 164th Div., following Colonel Malone’s regiment. Colonel Malone went
into position at daylight, June 2.

The afternoon of June 2, the artillery began to run short of 155 ammunition. An
ammunition train which had arrived from G. H. Q. was commandeered and sent 45 miles to the
rear to load with ammunition. It made the round trip in 13 hours, delivering 32 trucks of
15 ammunition to the guns.

The evening of June 2, orders came relieving Colonel Paul B. Malone.

The evening of June 3, an order was received from corps headquarters relieving a
battalion and two companies of the machine gun battalion, from Colonel Malone, who was at
this time attached to the French 43d Division. This battalion was transported by trucks
to the position of divisional reserve, the machine gun battalion marching overland.

On June 4, the left of the marine brigade repulsed two attacks. The marching elements
of the division began to concentrate in the area and were assigned their proper positions.

The night of the 4th/5th, the 23d Infantry, 2 companies, machine gun battalion, and
Company C, engineers, were relieved and returned by marching to join the division, going
into the reserve.

By the morning of the 5th, the entire division was concentrated, every element ac-
counted for, and the artillery in position firing upon the enemy and supporting the
infantry.

During the 5th, various local attacks were repulsed by the marine brigade.

The night of the 5th/6th, the sector was shortened, permitting the relief of a
battalion of Marines. This was done by the French 164th Division. The French troops
scattered in our immediate front, retiring through our front lines and the command of the
sector was taken over by me.

On the night of the 5th/6th, we were again attacked, but without avail.

On the morning of the 6th, at 5 a. m., part of the marine brigade on the left flank
counterattacked, driving the Germans towards BUSSIARES.

In the afternoon at 5 p. m., the entire marine brigade attacked in the direction of
BOURESCHES-TORCY, driving the enemy back, capturing many prisoners and inflicting heavy
losses.

At 9 p. m., June 6, the 9th Infantry, on the extreme right, will advance to a point
just south of VAUX and establish contact with the XXXVIII Corps, which is going to occupy
Hill 204, west of CHATEAU-THIERRY.

When it is remembered that a command of approximately twenty-eight thousand men and
seven thousand horses started on 12 hours’ notice for an unknown destination, debarked to
take up two successive positions during the night, marched until daylight, went into
position across the CHATEAU-THIERRY Road and, in less than 6 days repelled three attacks
against them and counterattacked with great success, driving the enemy before them; and,
that during this time, no man has ever been without anmunition and rations immediately
behind and supplied to him, it must be admitted that, conforming to his best traditions,
the United States Regular has justified his claim that he has never failed to respond to
any demand made upon him by his officers.

I am unable at the present time to give more than a very sketchy account of the
operations of this division. At the present writing it is carrying to a successful
conclusion, the second attack it had made today. The third attack is scheduled to come
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off in about an hour. I am unable to furnish even a list of casualties. They have not
been very heavy. A mere estimate would place them at approximately 500. As soon as the
situation clears up, an accurate detailed report will be made, compiled from reports on
file.

In conclusion, I may say that the timely arrival of this United States division, in
my opinion, prevented the German army from a successful advance towards MEAUX along the
PARIS Road.

OMAR BUNDY,
Major General, N. A.

Note: Major General Bundy has gone to the front, and will not return in time to sign
this report so as to enable Col. Frank Parker to take it personally.

PRESTON BROWN,
Colonel, General Staff,
Chief of Staff.

GERMAN UNITS OPPOSING 2d DIVISION, A. E. F.
IN AISNE DEFENSIVE OPERATION, May 31-June 5, 1918

The German Units Concerned: IV Reserve Corps halts along the line, Hautesvesnes---
Etrepilly---Vaux. Right wing (3 divisions) of IV Reserve Corps advances to the line,
Clignon Creek---Belleau---Bouresches---Vaux. IV Reserve Corps prepares a general attack
to improve its position. 197th and 237th Infantry Divisions advance to the line, Veuilly
---Les Mares Fime---Belleau Wood. IV Reserve Corps suspends execution of general attack
and organizes for defense.

IV. RESERVE CORPS (Seventh Army)

Commander: v. Conta, General of Infantry

Chief of Staff: Mooyer, Major, G. S.

Composition: 5th Guard Inf. Div. and 197th, 237th, 10th,
28th, 87th, 231st, 201st, and 36th Infantry
Divisions

Divisions in Contact with 2d Division, A. E, F.:

197th Infantry Division:

Commander: Wilhelmi, Lieut. General

1st Gen. Staff Off.: Majewski, Captain, G. S.

210th Inf, Brig.: Prince v. Sachsen-Meiningen, Col., Comdg.
273d Res. Inf. Regt.: v. d. Heyde, Lieut. Colonel, Comdg.

7th Saxon Jager Regt.: Not known.

28th Ersatz Inf. Regt.: Krebs, Major, Comdg,

261st Field Arty. Regt.: Not known.
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237th Infantry Division:
Commander:

1st Gen. Staff Off.:
244th Inf. Brig.:

460th Inf. Regt.:

461st Inf, Regt.:

462d Inf. Regt.:

83d Field Arty. Regt.:

Det. 23d Foot Arty. Regt.:

10th Infantry Division:
Commander:

1st Gen. Staff Off.:
20th Inf, Brig.:

6th Gren. Regt.:

47th Inf. Regt.:

398th Inf. Regt.:

Det. 11th Foot Arty. Regt.:

56th Field Arty. Regt.:

v. Jacobi, Lieut. General
Gravenhorst, Captain, G. S.
Pohlmann, Major General, Comdg.
Tismer, Lieut. Colonel, Comdg.
Bischoff, Major, Comdg.

v. Zitzewitz, Major, Comindg.

Not known

Baron v. Grueter, Lieut. General
Reinhardt, Colonel, G. S.

Sydow, Colonel, Comdg.
Grussdorf, Major, Comdg.
Rothenbucher, Major, Comdg.
Zwickhardt, Lieut. Colonel, Comdg.

Not known

HS Ger. Files: 812-33.5: Fldr. 1: Order

Occupation of a Defensive Position
[Editorial Translation]

Group C IV RESERVE CORPS,
Operations No. 500 FERE-en-TARDENOIS, June 1, 1918--3:15 p. m.

[Extract]

1. The attack of the 197th and 237th Inf. Divs. is progressing. The attack objective
for the 197th Inf. Div. has been extended to the heights of HAUTEVESNES.

The 33d Inf. Div.* in conjunction with the 197th, will advance as far as the CLIGNON
sector.

2. During the temporary halt in the operations, a position will be held, the main
line of resistance of which will run as follows: HAUTEVESNES---LICY Fme---Chateau-
MONTHIERS---Hill 225, 1 kilometer south of ETREPILLY---VAUX---Hill 204, about 1 kilometer
west of CHATEAU-THIERRY---north bank of the MARNE as far as the west edge of TRELOUP,

In order to make the most of the CLIGNON sector, an outpost zone and outposts must be
established in front of the main line of resistance. * * * Echelonment in depth and the
establishment of a deep machine gun zone are specially indicated.

3. Sector boundaries:

197th Inf. Div. Right boundary: North edge of COINCY---north edge of SOMMELANS---
north edge of St-GENGOULPH---south edge of VINLY.

* Left flank division of adjacent XXV Res. Corps (Corps Winckler).
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Left boundary: South edge of COINCY---north edge of Le CHARME---south edge of BONNES
---south edge of LICY-CLIGNON.

237th Inf. Div.: Adjoining on the left [of the 197th Inf. Div.]; left boundary:
South edge of BRECY---south edge of the Bois du ROI---southeast corner ETREPILLY---north
edge of BOURESCHES.

10th Inf. Div.: Adjoining on the left [of the 237th Inf. Div.]: left boundary:
Northwest edge of BEAUVARDES---north edge of La GOUTTIERE [Farm]---north edge of VAUX.

* % %k % & %

4. Corps Headquarters: Ancien Chateau, about 2 kilometers north of FERE-en-TARDE-
NOIS.

von CONTA,
The Commanding General.
HS Ger. Files: 812-33.5: Fldr. 1: Order
Rectification of Line
[Editorial Translation]
Group C IV RESERVE CORPS,
Operations No. 507 FERE-en-TARDENOIS, June 1, 1918--11:30 p. m.

[Extract]

1. The day’s objective has been reached. The enemy has been forced back step by
step, despite tenacious resistance. Again he left numerous prisoners and machine guns in
our hands.

2. The army continues the attack until the enemy’s resistance is broken between
SOISSONS and VILLERS-COTTERETS. The left flank of Winckler's Corps is advancing in a
westerly direction along CLIGNON Creek.

This corps is covering the left flank of the army by advancing to the line GANDELU---
CHATEAU-THIERRY.

3. Zones of Attack:

197th Inf. Div.: Right wing: north edge of St-GENGOULPH---north edge of GANDELU.
Left wing: north edge of MONTHIERS---east edge of MARIGNY.

237th Inf. Div.: Adjoining on the left [of 197th Inf. Div.]: Left wing: the line
west edge of ETREPILLY---northwest edge of BOURESCHES.

10th Inf, Div.: Adjoining on the left [of 237th Inf, Div.]: left wing: La GOUTTIERE
Fme---Northwest edge of VAUX.

The line GANDELU---MARIGNY---BOURESCHES---VAUX will be reached. The attack will
start at 9 a. m., after a short artillery preparation. It is pointed out that the creation of
infantry and artillery centers of gravity is a pre-requisite to the success of the attack.

%%k % %%

von CONTA,
The Commanding General.
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HS Ger. Files: 812-33.5: Fldr. 1: Report

Enemy Order of Battle
[Editorial Translation]

Intelligence Off., G. H. Q. SEVENTH ARMY,
with Hq. Seventh Army June 2, 1918.

I.  No. 3044
As confirmed to 6 p. m., June 2

[Extract]
1. Infront of IV Reserve Corps in the evening of June 1:

Hq. IV Res. Corps, Section I ¢, No. 222

E 2 I I 2 I

73d Inf, Div., in the area south of COURCHAMPS.
43d Inf. Div., in the area southwest of BELLEAU.
10th Colonial Div., in the area southwest of CHATEAU-THIERRY.
20th Inf. Div., in the area southeast of CHATEAU-THIERRY.
4th and 5th Cav. Divs., in the area COURTEMONT.
120th Inf. Div., in the area DORMANS.
2. Newly confirmed between 6 p. m., June 1, and 6 p. m., June 2:

LR R X O R 2

10th Colonial Div., southwest of CHATEAU-THIERRY.
{No. of this division heretofore unknown.)

E R K N 2

von FISCHER,
Intelligence Off., G. H. Q.

HS Ger. Files: 812-33.5: Fldr. 1: War Diary
[Editorial Translation]

Group C IV RESERVE CORPS,
FERE-en-TARDENOIS, June 2, 1918,

[Extract]

Against the steadily increasing resistance of the enemy, the attack of our right wing
advanced during the morning hours through HAUTEVESNES and into the wooded areas south-
west of La GONETRIE Ferme. The 231st Inf. Div. definitely cleared of the enemy that part of
CHATEAU-THIERRY, situated north of the MARNE.
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The advance of the 197th and 237th Inf. Divs., however, came to a standstill in the
afternoon, their interior wings being unable to go forward because of flanking fire from
Height 126. Corps headquarters ordered both divisions to shift their main effort to
their interior wings for the capture of this height, and attached to them another field
artillery battalion of the 5th Guard Inf. Div. for that purpose.

In this manner, the attack resumed its advance against the strong, hostile artillery
action. Our attack aviation, from an altitude of 300-600 meters, attacked with bombs and
machine guns, the hostile columns in the immediate rear of the front, harassing the hostile
approach march.

By evening the corps had reached the north bank of CLIGNON Creek with the 197th Inf.
Div.: the 237th Inf. Div., had taken BELLEAU and reached the BELLEAU-BOURESCHES Road,
while the 10th Inf. Div. rested approximately on the line east edge of BOURESCHES-Height
175, west of VAUX.

% %% %k%

Examined:

MOOYER,
Major, General Staff.

HS Ger. Files: 812-33.5: Fldr. 1: Order

Rectification of Line
[Editorial Translation]
Group C IV RESERVE CORPS,
Operations No 512 FERE-en-TARDENOIS, June 3, 1918--12:30 a. m.
[Extract]

1. The enemy has been thrown back to the line: VINLY---HELOUP---Hill 165, southwest
of BUSSIARES---TORCY (south edge)---BELLEAU (south edge)---west edge of BOURESCHES---
Hill 175, one kilometer west of VAUX.

2. The 197th and 237th Inf, Div,, will continue the attack at 8 a. m., June 3.

The 197th Inf. Div., will shift the main effort of the attack to the Road BUSSIARES-
MARIGNY in order to gain the high ground near MARIGNY and then capture the heights of
VEUILLY.

The 237th Inf. Div., making its main effort from TORCY on LUCY-le-BOCAGE, will roll
up the Bois de BELLEAU from the north and east with a simultaneous advance of the right
wing on the heights of MARIGNY.

The zones of attack will remain as ordered for June 2.

3. The 10th Inf. Div., will hold the captured position along the line BOURESCHES---
192, about 1 1/2 kilometers west of VAUX---west edge of VAUX,

* % %k k% &

6. The 5th Guard Inf. Div., will remain in the area SOMMELANS---BONNES---
GRISOLLES, as corps reserve, and will maintain communication with the 197th and 237th Inf. Divs.
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In the event of hostile break-through, it will counterattack independently.

7. The 28th Inf. Div, will reach the area ROUCOURT-St-MARTIN---'HERMITAGE---
BRECY---COINCY, by noon, June 3.

8. Message center for June 3: ROUCOURT-St-MARTIN. The divisions will connect with
that center by 10 a. m., June 3.

9, The 237th, 197th, and 201st Aviation Detachments will arrive by noon, June 3, at
the new airfield at SAPONAY and can be reached there through corps headquarters. (Corps
aviation commander.)

Field Balloon Section 16 and Antiaircraft Company 42, can be reached by telephone at
FERE-en-TARDENOIS.

von CONTA,
The Commanding General.

HS Ger., Files: 812-33.5: Fldr.1: Order

Attack to Seize Line—VEUILLY—La VOIE-du-CHATEL—CHATEAU-THIERRY

[Editorial Translation]
Group C IV RESERVE CORPS,
Operations No. 515 FERE-en-TARDENOIS, June 3, 191812 p. m.
[Extract]

1. The attack by the right wing of the Seventh Army continues. Group Conta will
be responsible for the flank protection of this attack.
In this connection, the corps will seize a position especially suited for defense.
This position is outlined by: VEUILLY---MARIGNY---La VOIE-du-CHATEL---Height 201, about
1 kilometer southeast of MONTGIVRAULT---Le THIOLET---Height 204, about 1 kilometer west of
CHATEAU-THIERRY.
2. Time of attack will be announced later. The attack will not take place before
June 7. Reconnaissances and preparations will be started at once.

* k %k & %%

4. Missions for the divisions:

The 5th Guard Inf. Div., will place itself in readiness with its right wing about 500
meters east of MONTECOUVE and with its left along the Road BUSSIARES-MARIGNY. The road
belongs to the 5th Guard Inf. Div. Attack objective: The heights of VEUILLY and MARIGNY.
The attack will be carried forward, with its main effort on the left, against the heights
of MARIGNY. Simultaneously the heights of VEUILLY will be attacked from the east. This
scheme of maneuver will eliminate hostile flanking action from the heights of VEUILLY and
Les MARES Fme. In rear of the holding attack of the right wing, a reserve must safeguard
the attack against surprise from the unobservable terrain at VINLY,

The 197th Inf. Div., will place itself in readiness with its right wing along the Road
BUSSIARES-MARIGNY and its left wing in the depression, about 1 kilometer west of TORCY.

Attack objective: The heights of La VOIE-du-CHATEL. The division will make its main
effort along the road BUSSIARES---La VOIE-du-CHATEL.
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The 237th Inf. Div., will place itself in readiness with its right wing in the
depression about 500 meters south of TORCY, and its left wing in Bois de BELLEAU. Attack
objective: Hill 201, about 1 kilometer southeast of MONTIGIVRAULT. The attack will be
conducted with its main effort along both sides of the road TORCY---LUCY---COUPRU.

The 28th Inf. Div., will place itself in readiness with its right wing along the east
edge of Bois de BELLEAU and its left wing in the woods east of BOURESCHES. Attack objec-
tive: The heights near Le THIOLET. The attack will be conducted with its main effort in
the direction of TRIANGLE.

The 231st Inf. Div., will take over the sector of the 10th Inf. Div. as far as the
road fork BOURESCHES---VAUX, BOURESCHES---Height 175, about 1 kilometer west of VAUX
It will carry the attack forward, in cooperation with the 10th Inf. Div., as far as
BOURBELIN, maintaining a strong reserve in rear of its right wing.

All the divisions will advance sufficiently far beyond their attack objectives, to
include the simultaneous establishment of an outpost zone. The entry into action of the
5th Guard Inf. Div., and the 28th Inf. Div., as well as the necessary shifting of the
respective zones of attack, will be ordered later.

5. Artillery distribution:

The regrouping of the artillery for the attack missions will begin at once, as also
the occupation of position by the artillery of the 5th Guard Inf. Division and the 28th
Infantry Div., less 1 battalion of accompanying artillery, each. Likewise, artillery
registration on the attack objectives will start without delay.

For defense against attack, the artillery of the 5th Guard Inf. Div., will be placed
under the orders of the 197th Inf. Div. and the artillery of the 28th Inf. Div., under the
orders of the 10th Inf. Div.

Protective fire must be assured during the period of regrouping. The principal
mission of the trench division during the period of preparation will continue to be the
location of the hostile batteries.

von CONTA,
The Commanding General.

HS Ger. Files: 812-33.5: Fldr. 1: Order

Assumption of the Defensive

Group C IV RESERVE CORPS,
Operations No. 518 FERE-en-TARDENQIS, June 4, 1918.

1. While the right wing of the Seventh Army is continuing the attack, Group Conta is
compelled temporarily to assume the defensive upon seizure of the most suitable position
for that purpose. All commanders are enjoined, however, to bring about a clear under-
standing on the part of their troops that our attack up to this time has passed far beyond
its original objective and has achieved far greater successes than had been anticipated.
The offensive spirit must be maintained even during a temporary standstill. In the general
picture of the operations the offensive does not cease. We are the victors and will
remain on the offensive. The enemy is defeated and the high command will exploit this
great success to the fullest extent.

2. Wherever parts of our front are required to bide their time, the infantry will
organize in depth and dig in. Similarly, reserves in rear and troops at rest will protect
themselves against the splinter effect of aerial bombardment.
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Machine-gun defense will be organized in depth.

3. In anticipation of strong, hostile aerial activity, the antiaircraft defense, in
addition to the use of antiaircraft guns, machine guns, and searchlights, must organize,
above all, by the employment of machine guns. For the emplacement of machine guns highly
elevated points such as churches, houses, or trees, are particularly well suited. The
division will be responsible for this protection by machine guns within their sectors as
far back as the rear boundary of the corps.

4. Counterbattery fire against the hostile artillery will now constitute the principal
mission of the artillery. The determination of positions will require the most carefully
regulated employment of flash and sound ranging posts and of airplanes. For artillery
zones of action, see Operations Order 3291, Arty. Hq. IV Res. Corps, June 4, 1918.
Harassing fire on rearward villages and roads will be organized.

5. Besides this organization for defense, the main task of the commanders for the
present will consist in the reorganization of their units, the restoration of strict
discipline and control and the replacement of shortages in officers, men, and equipment.

6. The temporary standstill is further to be utilized for the reorganization of the
service of supply and the improvement of rearward communications. Severe measures will
be taken against individual men who, without a permit sighed by an officer, go to the rear
across the straggler line to be established by each division. The wounded will be
assembled and led to the rear. Local supplies will be systematically seized. Captured
material will be collected and dead horses buried.

von CONTA,
The Commanding General,

HS Ger. Files: 812-33.5: Fldr.1: War Diary
[Editorial Translation]

Group C IV RESERVE CORPS,
FERE-en-TARDENOIS, June 4, 1918.

[Extract]

During the late evening hours and night, the 197th Infantry Division captured
VEUILLY and Les MARES Farm. The 237th Inf. Div., pushed its line forward to Height 142,
south of BUSSIARES, up to the west edge of the strip of woods about 1 kilometer north of
LUCY-le-BOCAGE, on the road LUCY-le-BOCAGE---TORCY, and as far as the southwest tip of
the Bois de BELLEAU. The enemy resisted tenaciously, making numerous local counterthrusts
which were repulsed everywhere.

LI 2 L % % 2

Examined:

MOOYER,
Major, General Staff.
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HS Ger. Files: 812-33.5: Fldr. 1: Order

[Editorial Translation]
Group C IV RESERVE CORPS,
Operations No. 520 FERE-en-TARDENOIS, June 5, 1918.

[Extract]

1. Execution of the attack ordered by Operations 515, Hq. IV Res. Corps, June 3,
1918, will be temporarily suspended. Nevertheless, the attack will be so thoroughly pre-
pared that it can take place 48 hours after receipt of orders.

Plans of attack will be submitted to corps headquarters by the 5th Guard, 197th,
237th, 28th, and 231st Infantry Divisions by June 8, 1918.

2. For the period of defense, the division sectors shown on the attached map will
take effect at 8 a. m., June 8, 1918. The relief of the 10th Inf, Div. by the 237th and
231st Inf. Divs., will be completed by 8 a. m., June 8. The 10th Inf. Div., will have
charge of the relief. It will turn over the command to the 237th and 231st Inf. Divs. at
8 a. m,, June 8.

LR I % % 2

von CONTA,
The Commanding General.

3d Division, A. E. F.
May 30-June 5, 1918

DIVISION HEADQUARTERS

Division Commander - Maj. Gen. Joseph T. Dickman
Chief of Staff - Lt. Col. Raymond Sheldon, Jr.

5th INFANTRY BRIGADE 6th INFANTRY BRIGADE
Brig. Gen. Fred W. Sladen Brig. Gen. Charles Crawford
4th Infantry 30th Infantry
Col. Halstead Dorey Col. Edmund L. Butts
7th Infantry 38th Infantry
Col. Thomas M. Anderson, Jr. Col. U. G. McAlexander
8th Machine Gun Battalion 9th Machine Gun Battalion
Maj. L. W. T. Waller, U. S. M. C. Maj. David H. Scott
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DIVISIONAL TROOPS TRAINS

7th Machine Gun Battalion 3d Train Headquarters and
Maj. Edward G. Taylor Military Police
Col. Henry J. Hunt
5th Field Signal Battalion 3d Ammunition Train
Maj. Elkin L. Franklin
3d Supply Train
Headquarters Troop 3d Sanitary Train (Ambulance Cos.
and Field Hospitals, Nos. 5, 7,
26, and 27).
DETACHED
3d FIELD ARTILLERY BRIGADE )
Col. William M. Cruikshank )
10th Field Artillery (75) ) In training area at
18th Field Artillery (155) ) Camp Coetquidan
76th Field Artillery (75) ) {(Morbihan)
3d Trench Mortar Battery )
6th Engineers ) with British Expeditionary Forces

Lt. Col. John N. Hodges )

6th Engineer Train with Service of Supply, A. E. F,

G-3, GHQ, AEF: Fidr. 649: Letter

Designations for Sector on Southern Woevre Front

[Editorial Translation]
3d Section, General Staff FRENCH MILITARY MISSION WITH A.E. F.,
No. 2526/01 CHAUMONT, HAUTE-MARNE, May 28, 1918.

FROM: General Ragueneau, Chief of French Military Mission with A. E. F.
TO: Commander-in-Chief, A. E. F. (Office of the Chief of Staff)
[Extract]
I have the honor to communicate to you the replies to the questions contained in your

letter of May 22, 1918, concerning the employment of the infantry of the American 3d
Division and other troops.

LI 2 O 2
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2. The infantry of the 3d Division is to enter the Southern WOEVRE front, in the
sector of the French Army Corps now holding that front, as soon as possible after June 1.
The entry of the 3d Division into sector will be made at first by regiments; next, the
regiments will be grouped by brigade; and finally, the division will be concentrated in
the former sector of the American 26th Division, approximately at the end of June, under
the command of the American 3d Division, and under the orders of the French Corps Com-
mander in that sector.

3. Your offer to place the artillery replacement units of the American 4 1st Division
at the disposal of the French command, beginning with June 1, is accepted. These units will
be distributed initially between the WOEVRE and the HAUTE-ALSACE fronts. They will be
regrouped in the WOEVRE, as you request, as soon as the infantry of the American 3d Divi-
sion has been reunited, to be used provisionally as divisional artillery of that division
until its own artillery brigade is ready to enter the line.

%% %% %%

It is understood that in case of necessity resulting from current events these agree-
ments may be modified to meet the requirements of new situations. [Official Seal]

RAGUENEAU.

G-3, GHQ, AEF: Fldr. 373: Warning Order

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS, A. E. F.,
CHAUMONT, HAUTE-MARNE, May 28, 1918,

Order telephoned by Colonel Fox Conner, G-3, G. H. Q., to Chief of Staff, 3d Division,
4:45 p. m.

Commanding General, 3d Division.

Have all the infantry, machine guns, signal troops, trains, and hospitals ready to
entrain on May 31 or as soon thereafter as transportation can be furnished. Motor supply
trains will proceed overland. This order does not include ammunition trains nor trains
not in the divisional area. Destination will be furnished later,

By order:

FOX CONNER,
A. C. of S., G-3.

The Chief of Staff, 3d Division inquired if this order was in connection with the
contemplated move of this division. Col. Conner stated that it was, though the division
might not be sent to the place decided upon previously.

The Chief of Staff, 3d Div., stated that the general had left for the place to which
it had been contemplated sending the division, and that he, the Chief of Staff, would get
in touch with him at once by wire, informing of the order given above.
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203-34.1: Warning Order

Preparation for Extended Field Service

G-3 3d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
MESSAGE CHATEAUVILLAIN, HAUTE-MARNE, May 28, 1918--6 p. m.
To Commanding Officers:  Brigades,

Regiments,

Machine-Gun Battalions,

Separate Units.

1. All infantry and machine-gun troops, signal troops, trains, and hospitals will
immediately prepare for extended field service, with a view to entrainment on May 31 or as
soon thereafter as transportation can be furnished.

2. Destination, entraining points, and schedules will be furnished later.

3. Motor supply train and motor vehicles will proceed overland.

By command of Major General Dickman:
JOS. A. ATKINS,
Major, General Staff,
Acting Chief of Staff.
Have orderly remain at phone station until midnight daily until further orders.

G-3, GHQ, AEF: Fldr. 373: Order

Movement by Train or Truck

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS, A. E. F.,
CHAUMONT, HAUTE-MARNE, May 29, 1918.

Telephonic order to Chief of Staff, 3d Division, 10:15 a. m., May 29
(By Col. Conner).
Commanding General, 3d Division

Prepare all units now in divisional area and hold them ready to move either by train
or by auto trucks today or tonight. The order for the band for LANGRES is cancelled.
Report state of ammunition supply. Infantry will probably be used in small units. Combat
units will, in the movement, take precedence over all supply units, bands, etc. French
will guarantee supply until our own functions but, several days' rations should be taken.
About fifteen French liaison officers whose special duty it will be to assure supply will
report to you without delay.

By order:

FOX CONNER,
Colonel, G-3, G. H. Q., A. E. F.
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Col. CONNER [further stated]:

As soon as we get any further information we will call you on the phone. We would
like to get your report on the ammunition supply as soon as you can, in approximate
figures, so that we may know whether or not we will have to rush any ammunition to you by
motor trucks.

Colonel Sheldon reported that the 107th Trench Mortar Battery and the 107th Ammuni-
tion Train had been assigned to the 3d Division.

G-3, GHQ, AEF: Fldr. 373: Memorandum

Change in Administrative Plans

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS, A. E. F,,
CHAUMONT, HAUTE-MARNE, May 29, 1918,

MEMORANDUM FOR: Asst. Chief of Staff, G-4.

1. The plans with reference to the 3d Division have been changed. That division has
been ordered to hold all units now in the divisional area in readiness to move this after-
noon or tonight by motor truck or train to the north for the purpose of furnishing bridge
guards for the bridge across the MARNE.

2. Definite arrangements for transportation are now being made by the French
Mission with French General Headquarters.

3. The French have undertaken to assure the supply of units until such time as our
supply may be able to function. The 3d Division has, however, been ordered to take
several days’ rations with it.

4. Report received from the 3d Division would indicate that they have a sufficient
supply of anmunition. The 3d Division reported, however, that they had been ordered to
turn in all 8-mm, ammunition because of its unreliability for barrage fire. The division
was ordered to keep a sufficient amount of this ammunition for their initial supply.

A copy of the telephone report from the 3d Division with reference to ammunition
supply is herewith.

FOX CONNER,
Colonel, General Staff,
Asst. Chief of Staff, G-3.
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G-3, GHQ, AEF: Fldr. 373: Report

Status of Ammunition Supply of 3d Division, A.E. F.

3d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
CHATEAUVILLAIN, May 29, 1918.

[Between: Colonel David L. Stone (G-1, 3d Division, A. E. F.)
and: Colonel Fox Conner, G-3, G. H. Q., A. E. F.]

Col. Stone, 3d Division, called up Col. Conner, G-3, at 11:15 a. m., to report with
regard to ammunition supply of that division.

Caliber .30 1,220,000 rounds
Caliber .45 284,000 rounds
One-Pounder 5,000 "
8-mm. 4,352,000 "
3" Stokes Mortar 4,000 "

Col. Stone stated that the ordnance officer had been ordered to turn in the 8-mm.
ammunition, because it was no good for barrage fire, falling short,

Col. Conner informed Col. Stone that sufficient 8-mm. ammunition should be kept on
hand for an initial supply.

Col. Stone stated that with regard to the authority for the assignment of the 107th
T. M. Btry. and 107th Amm. Train to the 3d Division, Col. Sheldon had informed him that a
telegram had been received from DeWitt which stated that “G-5, G. H. Q., informs this
office that the 107th T. M. Btry. and 107th Amm. Train were assigned to this division.”

Col. Conner informed Col. Stone that this telegram should be ignored. Col. Stone
then said that the division had no amm. train. Col. Conner informed Col. Stone that it
would not be needed.

Col. Conner asked if the 3d Division had sufficient ammunition on hand. Col. Stone
replied that it had.

Col. Conner informed Col. Stone to disregard all previous orders regarding the move-
ment of the 3d Division.

Col. Sheldon asked if the orders for the division to move to the VOSGES had been
cancelled. Col. Conner replied that they had been. Col. Conner informed Col. Sheldon
that when the transportation arrived for the 3d Division this afternoon they would have
the destination of the division. Col. Conner stated that if they could get the destina-
tion before this he would let the 3d Div. know. Col. Conner informed Col. Sheldon that
the division would probably be used for guarding bridges along the river line.
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203-32.7: Letter

Attachment of French Officers to 3d Division
[Contemporary Translation]

FRENCH MILITARY MISSION, 3d DIVISION,
CONDE-en-BRIE, May 29, 1918.

FROM: Major Bruant, Chief Adviser, French.

TO: Commanding General, 3d Division.

I report to you that 10 French officers arrived on May 29 to be attached to the
battalion commanders
I propose to you the following attachments:

4th INFANTRY

Captain Dubois to the 2d Battalion
" Pimoulle to the 3d Battalion

7th INFANTRY

Lieutenant Weill to the 1st Battalion.
Sub-Lieutenant Margard to the 3d Battalion
" Buron to double a French officer in a bn.

30th INFANTRY

Sub-Lieutenant Escudier to the 2d Battalion
Lieutenant Geismar to the 3d Battalion
Sub-Lieutenant Mallet to double a French officer in a bn.

38th INFANTRY

Captain Renard to the 1st Battalion
Captain Duplaik to the 2d Battalion

I propose that the following officers of my former group should be attached to the
colonels:

4th Infantry - Captain Trapinaud

7th Infantry - Lieutenant Le Cornu
30th Infantry - Lieutenant Marchand
38th Infantry - Captain Paisseau.

so that a French officer be attached to every colonel commanding regiment, and at least
one French officer to each battalion.

BRUANT,
Major, Chief Adviser, 3d Battalion.



G-3, GHQ, AEF: Fldr. 649: Letter

Employment of 3d Division, A. E. F., under French Command

[Editorial Translation]
3d Section, General Staff, FRENCH MILITARY MISSION WITH A. E. F.,
No. 8026/3 CHAUMONT, HAUTE-MARNE, May 29, 1918.
2600/01
[Extract]

Subject: Employment of American 3d Division, * * *
FROM: General Ragueneau, Chief French Military Mission with A. E. F.
TO: Commanding General, A. E. F. (G-3).

I have the honor to confirm the terms of our conversations of yesterday and today con-
cerning the employment of the American 3d Division. ***

1. The American 3d Division is placed at the disposal of the General commanding the
Armies of the North and Northeast, to occupy, in small detachments, certain crossings of
the MARNE., It will be under the direct orders of the General commanding the Group of
Armies of the North, at AVIZE.

According to information received from the Group of Armies of the North, the divi-
sion is to be sent by truck, starting on May 30 or 31, for the valley of the MARNE between
CHATEAU-THIERRY and EPERNAY.

Rations will be supplied by the French command.

* % %k %k k%

RAGUENEAU.

G-3, GHQ, AEF: Fldr. 649: Memorandum

Guard for Marne Crossings

[Contemporary Translation]
3d Section, General Staff GENERAL HEADQUARTERS,
OF THE ARMIES OF THE NORTH AND NORTHEAST,
No. 37798 GRANDVILLIERS, May 29, 1918.

Reference paragraph V of Directive Generale 36503, May 28 and Code Message 8471/M,
May 29.

The infantry regiments of the 3d Inf. Division attached to the G. A. N. (Group of
Armies of the North) for the purpose of guarding the MARNE crossings, have just completed
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their preliminary instruction at Camp CHATEAUVILLAIN; they have had absolutely no front
line experience and should therefore be used with judgment. The following suggestions are
made on this subject:

1. The duties of the detachments assigned to guarding the MARNE crossings consist
of maintaining order at the approaches to these crossings and, in case of need, to defend
them against possible incursions by light enemy detachments.

2. The American regiments are to be utilized as detachments under the orders of
their own officers. Each detachment will receive written orders translated into English;
these orders are to be issued in detail; they will indicate measures to be taken for the
maintenance of orders, rules governing circulation and method of procedure in case of
attack.

In order to prevent any mistakes, especially at night, American detachments will be
reinforced whenever possible by a French unit. This French unit will maintain supervision
sufficiently in advance of the crossing being guarded and will challenge troops or individ-
uals approaching the crossing. Liaison between these French units and the American de-
tachments should be carefully organized. An inspection service composed of American
field officers will be established for the purpose of inspecting the guard detachments.

3. The service of supply for these detachments will be governed by agreement with
the mission at CHAUMONT.

By order:

P. ANTHOINE,
Chief of Staff.

G-3, GHQ, AEF: Fldr. 373: Telephone Message

Assistance for 3d Division, A. E. F.

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS, A, E. F.,
CHAUMONT, HAUTE-MARNE, May 29, 1918-—-6:55 p. m.

Colonel Fox Conner, G-3, G. H. Q., A. E. F., telephoned Col. Alfred W. Bjornstad,
Chief of Staff, III Corps, as follows:

General McAndrew would like to have you go to 3d Division this evening and see if
you can help them in any way. The division is ordered to move by motor trucks tomorrow
or next day and they are going north., They are to be used in small units between
[CHATEAU-THIERRY and EPERNAY] guarding a river line and General McAndrew thinks that
probably you might be able to help them a lot on the staff work. The French are trying to
get the motor trucks together now for their transportation.
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203-34.1: Order

Instructions Concerning Impending Movement

3d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
CHATEAUVILLAIN, May 29, 1918—7:30 p. m.

(Extract]

Message No. 2 to: 5th Brigade,
6th Brigade,
All separate units,
Corps Headquarters.

Probably no move tonight.
Move will be by bus.
Field and combat trains will follow the column. * * *.

LN

LI R O O % 3

By command of Major General Dickman:

RAYMOND SHELDON,
Lt. Colonel, General Staff,
Chief of Staff.
203-32.1: Orders
Command Status
FIELD ORDERS 3d DIVISION, A, E. F,,
No. 1 CHATEUVILLAIN, May 30, 1918—10:30 a. m.

MAPS: 1:80,000

CHAUMONT 83
WASSY 68
ARCIS 67
CHALONS 50
MEAUX 49

1. 7th Machine Gun Battalion will proceed at once by road to CONDE-en-BRIE and report
on arrival to representative of staff of Group of French Armies.

2. Route: BAR-sur-AUBE---BRIENNE-le-CHATEAU---ARCIS-sur-AUBE---MERY-sur-
SEINE---ANGLURE---SEZANNE---MONTMORT---ORBAIS---CONDE-en-BRIE.

3. Itis expected that organization will be met at CONDE-en-BRIE by Captain Royer,
French army, who will furnish further orders.

4, Equipment: Individual mobile.

5. Trains will accompany organization.
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6. Report will be made to division headquarters of exact time of departure and
arrival at destination.

J. T. DICKMAN,

Major General.
203-32.13: Orders
Headquarters Location
ADMINISTRATIVE ORDERS 3d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
No. 1 CHATEAUVILLAIN, May 30, 1918-—-12 noon.

[Extract]
%k k k&
10. Division headquarters at CHATEAUVILLAIN unit until further orders.
RAYMOND SHELDON,

Lt. Colonel, General Staff,
Chief of Staff.

203-32.7: Order
Defense of Marne Crossings
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH GROUP OF ARMIES OF THE NORTH,
No. 1306 AVIZE, MARNE, May 30, 1918.

For the Employment of the American 3d Division

The American 3d Division (less artillery and engineers) is placed at the disposition
of the Group of Armies of the North for the purpose of defending the points of passage
of the MARNE.
a. The motorized machine gun battalion of the division will be directed with all
possible speed on CONDE-en-BRIE, where it will receive orders for its immediate allocation
to the bridges of MONTE-St-PERE---JAULGONNE---PASSY---DORMANS---VERNEUIL, which are
the most threatened points.
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The American 3d Division will be transported by rail and detrain at MONTMIRAIL,
beginning in the morning of March 31.

LR 3 2R IE % 2

FRENCHET D’ESPEREY,
General of Division,
Commanding Group of Armies of the North,

203-34.1: Letter of Instructions

3d Division, A. E. F., Placed under French Command

3d Section, General Staff, GENERAL HEADQUARTERS, A. E. F.,
CHAUMONT, HAUTE-MARNE, May 30, 1918.

FROM: Chief of Staff, A. E. F.
TO: Commanding General, 3d Division

[Extract]

1. Confirming orders already given, you are informed that your division, less those
elements not now in your divisional area, has been placed at the disposition of the General
commanding the French Group of Armies of the North (General Frenchet d’Esperey, Head-
quarters at AVIZE).

2. The French will furnish transportation, by camions, for your division on May
30 or 31.

3. It is understood that your division will be used for the purpose of guarding
bridges across the MARNE between EPERNAY and CHATEAU-THIERRY.

4. It has been agreed that the French will assure the supply of rations for your
division. It is intended, however, to organize our own supply services as early as
practicable.

LI K R
By direction:

J. W. MCANDREW,
Major General, Chief of Staff.
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203-32.1: Orders

Movement to Montmirail

FIELD ORDERS 3d DIVISION, A.E. F.,
No. 2 CHATEAUVILLAIN, May 30, 1918---8:45p. m.
MAPS: 1:80,000

CHAUMONT 83

WASSY 68

ARCIS 67

CHALONS 50

MEAUX 49

[Extract]

1. The 3d Div. (less artillery engineers) has been placed at the disposal of the
Groupe d’Armees du Nord.

2. a. The division (less all motor transportation) will proceed by rail to
MONTMIRAIL to defend the passages over the MARNE River from CHATEAU-THIERRY,
inclusive, to DAMERY, inclusive.

The 5th Brigade will hold the crossing between CHATEAU-THIERRY and DORMANS, ex-
clusive.

The 5th Brigade will be attached to the Sixth Army (Hgs. at TRILPORT),

The 38th Infantry, and 2 companies of the 9th Mach. Gun Bn., under command of Com-
manding General, 6th Brigade, will hold the front between DORMANS, inclusive, and DAMERY,
inclusive. It is attached to the Fifth Army (Headquarters at CUMIERES).

b. The motor supply train and other motor transportation will proceed by march-

ing to the new area * * * at daybreak tomorrow.
¢. The division will entrain on May 30 and 31.
3. Upon arrival at destination, regiments will proceed as follows:

a. 7th Infantry to CHATEAU-THIERRY.
38th Infantry to ABLOIS-St-MARTIN.
4th Infantry to CONDE-en-BRIE.
30th Infantry to CONDE-en-BRIE.
8th Mach. Gun Battalion to CREZANCY,
Headquarters and 2 companies, 9th Mach. Gun Bn. to ABLOIS-St-MARTIN.
2 companies 9th Machine Gun Battalion to CONDE-en-BRIE.
5th Field Signal Battalion to CONDE-en-BRIE.
Headquarters Troop to CONDE-en-BRIE,

% % % % %k %

5. Division headquarters will close at CHATEAUVILLAIN at 8 p. m., May 31, and open
at CONDE-en-BRIE on the same date and hour.

Headquarters 5th Brigade, CREZANCY.

Headquarters 6th Brigade, ABLOIS-St-MARTIN.

J. T. DICKMAN,
Major General.
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3d DIVISION, A.E. F.,
Annex to Field Orders 2 CHATEAUVILLAIN, May 31, 1918—-3:30 a. m.

Instructions

[Extract]

1. Motor units of this division will move to new station via BRICON, LONGCHAMP,
BAR-sur-AUBE, then by the route as indicated by French officer at BAR-sur-AUBE. The
movement will commence at 6:30 a. m., May 31.

LR I R 4

HS Fr. File: 614-30.1: Order

6th Brigade, A. E. F., Attached to French XXI Army Corps
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
No. 938/3 TRILPORT, SEINE-et-MARNE, May 30, 1918.

SPECIAL ORDER No. 3134
For the Commanding General, French XXI Army Corps

The American 6th Brigade (3d Div., A. E. F.), is placed at the disposition of the
Sixth Army for special assignment to the defense of the points of passage of the MARNE
between CHATEAU-THIERRY, inclusive, and DORMANS, exclusive.

It will detrain at MONTMIRAIL, beginning on the morning of May 31.

This brigade is placed under the orders of the Commanding General, XXI Army Corps
for attachment to the command of General RENOUARD, who is charged with the defense of the
left bank of the MARNE between CHATEAU-THIERRY and the east boundary of the army
(COURTHIEZY).

As a matter of information, the Group of Armies of the North will direct the detrain-
ment of one of the regiments on CHATEAU-THIERRY, and of the other regiment on CONDE-en-
BRIE (Brigade Headquarters at CREZANCY).

A certain number of motorized machine-gun platoons of the American 3d Division are
attached to the American 6th Brigade; these are directed to proceed with all possible
speed on CONDE-en-BRIE, where General RENOUARD will give them the necessary detailed
orders.

General DUCHENE.
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HS Fr. Files: 590-30.1: Order

Entry into Front Line
[Editorial Translation]

FRENCH 10th COLONIAL DIVISION,
No. 4081/0W SAULCHERY, AISNE, May 31, 1918.

1. To proceed {7th Machine Gun Battalion] to NESLES-la-MONTAGNE by the direct route
CONDE---COURBOIN---NESLES. (At NESLES there is billeted a battalion of the French 53d
Colonial Infantry. To arrange with the commander of that battalion for billets in

NESLES and vicinity.)
2. To send officers as soon as possible to reconnoiter CHATEAU-THIERRY and the

adjacent terrain with a view to the suitable location of machine-gun emplacements.

3. To establish Haison with Lieutenant Colonel BENEZECH, commanding the French 33d
Colonial Infantry, whose command post is north of CHATEAU-THIERRY (near Les CHESNEAUX).
To ascertain from that officer the most urgent measures to be taken by the American
machine guns in order to meet a violent attack.

By order:

[signature illegible]
Chief of Staff.

3d Div.: 5th Brig.: War Diary

5th BRIGADE, A. E. F.,
CONDE-en-BRIE, AISNE, May 31, 1918.

[Extract]

% %k % %3

Per. F. O. 2, Hgs. 3d Div. (Secret Orders 2), left JUZENNECOURT 7:15 a. m. and
arrived in CONDE-en-BRIE at 1 p. m., Brigade Hgs. established at CONDE-en-BRIE.

SUMNER WAITE,
Capt. Inf.,, A.D. C,,
Actg. Adjutant.
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3d Div.: 6th Brig.: War Diary

6th BRIGADE, A. E. F.,
FONTENELLE, AISNE, May 31, 1918,

[Extract]

E2E I 2% % & 4

Organizations marched to LATRECEY and entrained per F. O. 1, 3d Div., for the front.
Motor transport by road.

In accordance with F. O. 2 and verbal orders received at MONTMIRAIL by the brigade
commander, about 5 p. m., the brigade commander reported to Gen. Marchand, 10th Colonial
Div. at Les ALLOIS near COURBOIN. About 6 p. m., upon reports that Gen. Marchand wished
reinforcements, verbal orders were given Major Scott to move Hq. and Cos. A and B, 9th
M. G. Bn. north, and report to Gen. Marchand for duty.

Brigade Hgs. temporarily established in FONTENELLE. About 8 p. m., reported to
Chateau MONTMIRAIL, saw Gen. de MONDESIR. Directions given that when parts of brigade
detrained at MONTMIRAIL they should camp one to two kilometers south of FONTENELLE.

C. CRAWFORD,
Brig. Gen.

3d Div.: War Diary

3d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
CONDE-en-BRIE, AISNE, May 31, 1918.

[Extract]

LI O O

Hgq. of 3d Div. closed at CHATEAUVILLAIN 8 p. m.

Opened at CONDE-en-BRIE 8 p. m., May 31, 1918.

Attached to G. A. N., French army, XXXVIII Army Corps.

C. O., 7th M. G. Bn., received V. O. through L. O. to report his battalion to Gen.
Marchand, French army, for duty.

JOS. A. ATKINS,
Major, Gen. Staff, G-3.
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203-32.7: Order

[Contemporary Translation]

FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
FRENCH XXXVIII ARMY CORPS,
VIELS-MAISONS, AISNE, May 31, 1918--8 p. m.

[Extract]

P. C. Division: CONDE-en-BRIE
P. C. 5th Brigade: CELLES-les-CONDE * * *
P. C. 6th Brigade: St-EUGENE * * *

LI R I I

"HS Fr. Files: 454-30.1: Order

Distribution of Elements of 3d Division
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH XXXVIII ARMY CORPS,
No. 1128/3 VIELS-MAISONS, AISNE, May 31, 1918.

GENERAL OPERATIONS ORDER NO. 135
[Extract]

I. By order of the Commanding General, French Sixth Army, the Commanding General,
French XXXVIII Army Corps is responsible for that part of the army front comprised between
TRELOUP (inclusive) and CHATEAU-THIERRY (inclusive). Headquarters at VIELS-MAISONS.

1. The zone of the XXXVIII Army Corps will be limited:

On the east: By TRELOUP---COURTHIEZY---St-AGNAN---CONDE-en-BRIE---MONTMAN-
CON---ARTONGES {(these localties inclusive)---MONTMIRAIL (exclusive).

On the west: By COUPETTES---Hill 190---woods at PEUPLIER-SIGNAL---pass in the main
road south of Bois des ROCHETS---VAUX---peak southeast of Bois de la MARETTE---Ferme
MALASSISE---Ferme de la GENETTE (these points exclusive)---course of the stream between
SAULCHERY and CHARLY.

Liaison: On the east with the French I Colonial Army Corps (French Fifth Army).

On the west with the French XXI Army Corps.

III. All troops located within the above described zone pass under the command of the
XXXVIII Army Corps. These troops include the following units: French 10th Colonial
Infantry Division, elements of the French 20th Division, French 4th Cavalry Division,

French 5th Cavalry Division, elements of the French 22d Division (including those of the
French 173d Territorial Infantry Battalion) already in position.

The American 3d Division which will arrive beginning May 31. . . . [Contemporary
pencil deletion of one line].

Nondivisional elements [corps troops] XXXVIII Army Corps (in course of detrainment).
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IV. These troops will be distributed in two west and east divisional sectors separated
by the line: MONT-St-PERE---FOSSOQY (included in the west sector).
a. The west sector is placed under the command of General MARCHAND, commanding
the French 10th Colonial Infantry Division (C. P. at Ferme des ALLOIS, west of COURBOIN)
* % %
b. The east sector is placed under the command of General de la TOUR, commanding
the French 5th Cavalry Division (C. P. Ferme JANVIER, northeast of MONTHUREL) * * *
c. At the disposition of the army corps commander: The remainder of the
American 3d Division, General Renouard, commanding French 22d Division . . . and the
elements of the 22d Division.
French 38th Heavy Artillery Regiment and 1st Battalion, French 82d Heavy
Artillery Regiment (2 batteries of 155-mm. G. P. F.).
V. The mission of the troops of the XXXVIII Army Corps is the same as that already
given by Commanding General, French XXI Army Corps to the generals commanding the divi-
sions in position, namely: To defend the terrain with the utmost energy, no matter how
great the violence of the enemy’s effort. The tactical instructions given by the Com-
manding General, XXI Army Corps will remain in force.

%k %k % k%

De MONDESIR,
General Commanding
XXXVIII Army Corps.
HS Fr. File: 416-30.1: Order
Disposition of 3d Division
[Editorial Translation]
3d Section, General Staff FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
No. 1,006/3 TRILPORT, SEINE-et-MARNE, June 1, 1918.
SPECIAL ORDER No. 3,171
[Extract]
LR R I 2R ¥ 4

III. The American 3d Division is placed at the disposition of the French XXXVIII Army
Corps. It will arrive on June 1 and 2, and be directed on VIELS-MAISONS, ARTONGES, and
VIFFORT, with headquarters at: VIELS-MAISONS,

%k % % k% %

DUCHENE.
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HS Fr. File: 454-30.1: Order

Specific Assignment of French Sectors of American 3d Div. Units

[Editorial Translation]
3d Section, General Staff FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
FRENCH XXXVIII ARMY CORPS,
No. 1134/3 VIELS-MAISONS, June 1, 1918--5a. m.

SPECIAL ORDER

By order of the General commanding the French Group of Armies of the North, the
American 3d Division, is attached to the French Sixth Army and placed at the disposition
of the General commanding the French XXXVIII Army Corps.

This division (without artillery or engineers), whose detrainments have commenced on
the evening of May 31, will be distributed as follows:

a. One regiment from each American brigade, at the disposition of each general com-
manding the west and east sectors of the zone of the army corps, namely:

East sector: 7th Infantry Regiment (American 5th Brigade), to be transported into
the zone MONTHUREL---St-AGNAN.

West sector: 38th Infantry Regiment (American 6th Brigade), to be transported into
the zone NESLES-COURBOIN.

b. The remainder of the American division will remain at the disposition of the
General commanding the French XXXVIII Army Corps and will proceed to the zone VIELS-
MAISONS (Headquarters near that of the army corps)---La CHAPELLE-sur-CHEZY---ROZOY-
BELLEVALLE.

De MONDESIR,

Commanding General,
XXXVIII Army Corps.

HS Fr. File: 454-30.1: Order

American Infantry Regiments Assigned to Reserve
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH XXXVIII ARMY CORPS,
No. 1131/3 VIELS-MAISONS, June 1, 1918--9:20 a. m.

Order for the employment of American 4th and 30th Infantry Regiments.

The 4th and 30th Infantry Regiments will constitute the reserve at the disposition
of the Commanding General, French XXXVIII Army Corps.

They will be placed in cantonments, in accordance with their detrainment, in an
area north of and near the VIELS-MAISONS---MONTMIRAIL Road (details of detrainment will be
transmitted later). The 4th Infantry Regiment which detrains at ARTONGES will be placed
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in cantonment in the eastern part. The 30th which detrains at MONTMIRAIL will be placed
in cantonment in the western part.

Headquarters American 3d Division at VIELS-MAISONS and vicinity.

The command post of the American 5th and 6th Infantry Regiments will be in proximity
to the command posts of the generals commanding the sectors. The commanders of the
American regiments will thus be in better position to establish liaison between the French
command and the American troops.

De MONDESIR,
General Commanding XXXVIII Army Corps.

203-32.16: Field Message
[Contemporary Translation]
Ferme des ALLOIS, AISNE, June 1, 1918.
FROM: Chief of Staff, French 10th Colonial Infantry Division
TO: C. O., American 28th Infantry
The 2d Bn., 38th Inf., will march to St-EUGENE through VIFFORT and COURBOIN, when it
will be stopped in a concealed position.
The bn. commander will go to the Ferme COURTELIN and will be at the disposition of
Lt. Colonel Coquet, comdg. the 52d Regt. of Colonials, to be placed in line. The march
will be by platoons with distances of 400 yds. Signed Chief of Staff, 10th Col. Inf. Div.

Above delivered by motorcycle (Capt. Nixon to Capt. Guy I. Rowe, C. O., 2d Bn., 38th
Infantry at 12:40 p. m. and to regt. hq. at 1 p. m.)

203-32.1: Orders

Defense of Marne Crossings
FIELD ORDERS 3d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
No. 3 VIELS-MASONS, June 1, 1918---2:50 p. m.
MAP: Meaux No. 49
[Extract]

1. The 3d Division (less artillery and engineers) is being transferred to the area
CHATEAU-THIERRY (inclusive)---DORMANS (exclusive)---ARTONGES.

2. a. The division will take up a position in readiness to defend the passages over
the MARNE River.

% % % %%

3. a. 7thMachine Gun Bn. remains under the command of the French general command-
ing the left sector.
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b. The 5th Brigade will be disposed of as follows: 7th Infantry at MONTHUREL
(hg.) CONNOIS [CONNIGIS], St-AGNAN, La GRANGE-aux-Bois. 8th Mach. Gun Bn., MONTHUREL.
Both these units are at the disposal of the French general commanding the right sector.
4th Infantry, after detraining, will proceed to the area VIELS-MAISONS for orders.

¢. The 6th Brigade will be disposed of as follows: 38th Inf., St-EUGENE (hq.)
NESLES, Bois de NOGENTEL, COURBOIN, BOCHAGE Ferme. 9th Machine Gun Bn.:
COUFREMEAUX (both units are at the disposition of the French general commanding the left sector).
30th Inf., after detraining, will proceed to area VIELS-MAISONS for orders.

d. The 5th Field Signal Bn., to area south of VIELS-MAISONS.

LR I % % 2

f. The divisional reserve will consist of the 4th Infantry and 30th Infantry.
The regiments in reserve are, through the div. commander, at the disposal of the General
commanding the XXXVIII Army Corps.

LR JE I B % J

6. P. C. Division at VIELS-MAISONS.
P. C. 5th Brigade at CONDE-en-BRIE.
P. C. 6th Brigade at COURBOIN.
P. C. 20th Infantry Division (French) JANVIER Ferme.
P. C. 10th Marine Division (French) Les ALLOIS (near COURBOIN).

J. T. DICKMAN,
Major General.
203-35.74: Field Message
FROM: Headquarters 3d Division, A. E. F.
AT: VIELS-MAISONS
DATE: June 1, 1918 SENT: 5p. m.
TO: G-3.G.H.Q.,A.E. F.

Following 3d Division troops have arrived in this area and are under French XXXVIII
Army Corps: Hgq. 5th and 6th Brigades, 7th Machine Gun Battalion, 8th Machine Gun Battal-
ion less one company, 9th Machine Gun Battalion less two companies, 4th Infantry less one
battalion, 7th Infantry less one battalion, Field Signal Battalion Sanitary Trains.

Remainder en route.

RAYMOND SHELDON,
Lt. Col., C. of S.
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203-32.16: Field Message

FROM: Lieut. Andrew Tucker, (Asst. to G-3, 3d Division)

AT: MONTMIRAIL
DATE: Junel, 1918 SENT: 5:10 p. m.
TO: Major Joseph A. Atkins, G-3, 3d Division

1st Bn., 7th Inf., Capt. Burt, Comdg. arrived at 2:50 p. m. at MONTMIRAIL and de-
trained there. They will proceed by road to destination via CONDE.

k%% %%

Proceeding at 6:30 p. m.

203-35.74: Field Message
3d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
MESSAGE VIELS-MAISONS, June 1, 1918--5:20 p. m.

1. Brigade commanders are charged with establishing liaison between their own troops
and the French generals in command of sectors. Officers for the above purpose will be
detailed and sent to the proper headquarters.

2. Liaison officers from this headquarters will be sent to each brigade, as soon
as practicable.

RAYMOND SHELDON,
Chief of Staff, 3d Division, A. E. F,
C. G., XXXVIII Army Corps; C. G., 5th Brigade; C. G., 6th Brigade.

203-35.74: Field Message

FROM: Lt Col. Sheldon

AT: VIELS-MAISONS
DATE: June 1, 1918 SENT: 6:50 p. m.
TO: Commanding General, 5th Brigade, A. E. F.

Report for duty and orders with the 7th Infantry and 8th Machine Gun Battalion, to
the Commanding General of the 5th Cavalry Division, General de la Tour, immediately.
Acknowledge.

RAYMOND SHELDON,
C.0.S5.,3dDiv, A.E. F.
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G-3, GHQ, AEF: Fldr. 132-A: Operations Report

3d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL,
VIELS-MAISONS, June 1, 1918—-9p. m.

3d Division Activities May 30/31 - June 1

Two M. G. bns. (7th and 9th) are under command of French general command left sector.
Both are holding important positions commanding the MARNE crossings.

The 7th has been continuously under artillery and machine-gun fire for about thirty
hours and has repulsed several strong attacks.

* %k k%%

DICKMAN.

to9 p. m,, June 1

The division is either in the area or in the vicinity, and is under command of the
French General commanding the XXXVIII Army Corps. Troops are bivouacked south of the
MARNE and operating with the French.

Health of men: Good.

Morale: Excellent.

Tired and weary but intensely earnest and anxious to participate in the actual fight,
Many guns have been passing, also cargo and ammunition trucks, all going east.

Firing heavy and continuous tonight.

Troops in action to date: 7th Bn. M. G. (divisional) and to a certain though less
extent, the 9th M. G. Bn.

DICKMAN.

G-3, GHQ, AEF: Fldr. 132-A: Operation Report

3d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
VIELS-MAISONS, June 1, 1918--10:30 p. m.

Memo for A. C. of S., G-3, G. H. Q.,A.E. F.

1. In compliance with S. O. No. [omitted], G. H. Q., A. E. F., I proceeded to
CHATEAUVILLAIN at 5 p. m., May 31, 1918, to report to the C. G., 3d Division as G. H. Q.
liaison officer.

2. The commanding general had left but the division adjutant was in charge of the
old headquarters. All conditions at division headquarters and in the lately evacuated
towns of the area which I saw, were excellent. The towns were clean and everything was
left in good shape as far as could be noted.

- 187 -



3. I then proceeded to MONTMIRAIL, arriving at 23:00 o’clock. I did not see any of
the troops en route, but saw one entraining which was being carried out in an orderly and
satisfactory manner. At MONTMIRAIL, I found representatives of G-1 of the division, making
arrangements for the arrival of the troops. I stayed there until 4:30 o’clock, June 1
and then proceeded to CONDE-en-BRIE, where the division commander had his headquarters.

4. During the day I saw a good deal of the division in motion. The march discipline,
in spite of the four days’ rations carried by the men and the heat and dusty condition of
the roads, was excellent and shows most careful previous training. The march discipline
of the trains was fine except that the supply train, driven by more or less inexperienced
men, showed an inclination to use the center of the road instead of the right hand side.

This will undoubtedly be corrected when the men become more expert drivers,

5. In the afternoon, division headquarters was moved to VIELS-MAISONS and the
division staff is functioning there tonight. The French have designated La FERTE-GAUCHER
as the railhead for the division and VILLENEUVE (8 km. N. N. E. ), as the location for the
ammunition train park. The ammunition supply is ample for the present, special arrange-
ments having been made to insure an extra initial supply. The French promise all the
Hotchkiss ammunition that the machine guns can use.

6. The event of the day is the work of the machine gun battalions around CHATEAU-
THIERRY. These battalions are under French control and at this hour, there are no
official reports from them. But unofficially we hear that they have done well and that
the French are very much pleased with their work, * * *

PARKER HITT,
Lieut. Col., Signal Corps.

3d Div.: 5th Brig.: War Diary
5th BRIGADE, A. E. F.,
CONDE-en-BRIE, June 1, 1918,
[Extract]
LI I I I K )
Hgs. 5th Brigade stationed at CONDE-en-BRIE. * * *
SUMNER WAITE,

Captain, U. S. A,,D. C.,
Actg. Adjutant.

3d Div.: 6th Brig.: War Diary

6th BRIGADE, A. E. F.,,
COURBOIN, June 1, 1918,

[Extract]

LR R B 2

Although MONTMIRAIL had been designated detraining station and railhead, troops, due
to congestion of railroad, were detrained all along route as far south as SEZANNE.
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Brigade commander reported in afternoon again to Gen. Marchand, who ordered, when 1st and
3d Bns., 38th Inf., come to MONTMIRAIL, they are to march to VIFFORT, and from there they
will be sent to destination. 1st Bn. detrained at ARTONGES and were stopped at COURBOIN,
where they went into camp. 2d Bn. marched to St-EUGENE, where they were to relieve

French troops at FOSSQOY. They arrived so late at night, relief could not be effected.

Cos. A and B and Hq. 9th M. G. Bn. in position at Bois NOGENTEL under shell fire. Brig.

P. C. moved to COURBOIN (10th Colonial Div., French army at Les ALLOIS P, C.) (P. C. 10th

I. D. Bocage Fme.), P. C. 38th Inf. St-EUGENE, American troops are to be placed by bn.

under French colonels.

CHARLES CRAWFORD,
Brig. Gen., Comdg.

3d Div.: War Diary

3d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
VIELS-MAISONS, June 1, 1918.

[Extract]

k%%

Division hq. established at VIELS-MAISONS at 11 a. m. hq. troops and portion of
personnel en route. 7th M. G. Bn. (divisional) in action in vicinity of CHATEAU-THIERRY.

L JE I JE JE 2R J

JOS. A. ATKINS,
Major, Gen. Staff, G-3.

203-35.74: Field Message

3d DIVISION, A.E. F.,
VIELS-MAISONS, June 2, 1918--Sent 10 a. m.

1. Colonel E. L. Butts, 30th Infantry, is assigned and designated to command the 3d
Division Infantry Reserve (4th and 30th Infantry), constituting part of XXXVIII A, C.
Reserves.

2. This part of the reserve is, through the division commander, 3d Division, at the
disposal of the General commanding the XXXVIII Army Corps.

3. Colonel Butts will report to the commanding generals concerned for instructions.

By command of Major General Dickman:
RAYMOND SHELDON,

Lt. Colonel, General Staff,
Chief of Staff,
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HS Fr. File: 593-30.9: Order

Plan for Defense of Marne Crossings
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH GROUPMENT de la TOUR
No. 71/3 CELLES-les-CONDE, June 2, 1918.

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

on the Organization of the Defense in the Zone
of the Groupment

I.  The sector of the Groupment comprises two subsectors:
1st. west subsector, or VARENNES
2d. east subsector, or SOUVIGNY

Boundaries:

a. West: between the Groupment and the French 10th Colonial Infantry Division,
the line: Hill 63---Road MOULIN---PARRQOY---CONNIGIS {road and localities, inclusive, to
Groupment).

b. East: with the French Fifth Army, the line: COURTHIEZY---St-AGNAN---CONDE-
en-BRIE (these localities, inclusive, to Groupment}.

c. Between the two subsectors: ROZAY---country road crossing the PARIS-METZ
National Highway, 200 meters north of Hill 101---trail south of REUILLY-SAUVIGNY---path
intersection, 800 meters northeast of Ferme Janvier---CELLES-les-CONDE.

II. Organization of the Command and Command Posts:
Groupment Commander - C. P. CELLES-les-CONDE.
Commander of Divisional Infantry - C. P. Ferme JANVIER.
Commander of subsector VARENNES ) - C. P. Ferme de 'ETANG

Colonel 47th Infantry Regt. )
Commander of subsector SAUVIGNY ) - C. P. Ferme de la GRANGE-
Colonel 2d Infantry Regt. ) aux-Bois
III. Troops of Occupation:
Subsector VARENNES:

47th Infantry Regt., less 1 battalion

1 battalion of dismounted cavalry (7th Brigade)

1 battalion, Amer. 7th Infantry with 1 machine gun company
1 platoon motorized guns and machine guns

1 company of engineers

Subsector SAUVIGNY:
2 battalions, 2d Infantry Regiment
1 battalion, 416th Infantry Regiment
1 battalion, dismounted cavalry (5th Light Brigade)
1 battalion, Amer. 7th Infantry, with 1 M. G. Co.
1 section, field artillery, motorized machine guns
1 company of engineers
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Groupment Reserves:
1 cyclist group
1 battalion, 47th Infantry Regiment
1 battalion, dismounted cavalry
1 battalion, Amer. 7th Infantry
2 Amer. machine gun companies
1 battalion, 144th Territorial Infantry Regiment
Training Center, 120th Infantry Division
1 squadron, 13th Hussars
1 company of engineers
IV. Organization of the Position:
A. Aline of observation composed of the minimum personnel necessary.
B. Aline of resistance to be held at all costs.
C. Subsector reserves.
D. Reserves at the disposition of the groupment commander.
Observation should be continuous along the entire course of the river, both by day
and especially by night.
For the line of resistance:
employ the greatest possible number of automatic weapons.
create centers or redoubts which should not be abandoned under any pretext, and
be connected as soon as possible by one continuous trench.
Organize the subsector reserves with a view to counterattacks.
The reserves at the disposition of the groupment commander are intended to be employed
according to circumstances and the orders given:
to reinforce one or the other subsector if conditions require;
to participate in counterattacks;
to organize another line.
V. Organization of sector, supply, evacuation.

%% % %%

V1. The colonel commanding the divisional infantry is charged with the execution,
within the minimum of time, of the plan of occupation above prescribed. He will submit
his successive, detailed orders for the approval of the groupment commander.

De la TOUR,
Commanding the Groupment.

203-32.7: Order

Units Attached to French 4th Cavalry Division
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, G. S. FRENCH XXXVIII ARMY CORPS,
VIELS-MAISONS, June 2, 1918.

SPECIAL ORDER

One battalion of the American 3d Division will be alerted upon receipt of this order,
in readiness to be placed at the disposition of the Commanding General, French 4th Cavalry
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Division; P. C. at SAULCHERY {(General LAVIGNE Delville).

The battalion commander will receive the orders of the Commanding General, 4th
Cavalry Division.

Tomorrow, a second battalion will be placed at the disposition of the Comumanding
General, 4th Cavalry Division.

This battalion will be sent by way of La GRANDE Foret to SAULCHERY.

By order:

[Illegible],
Chief of Staff.

TO: Commanding General, American 3d Division

HS Fr: File: 454-30.1: Order

2 Infantry Battalions to be Placed at Disposition of French

[Editorial Translation]

FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
3d Section, General Staff FRENCH XXXVIII ARMY CORPS,
No. 1157/3 VIELS-MAISONS, June 2, 19188 p. m.

SPECIAL ORDER

I. In order to enable the Commanding General, French XXI Army Corps to recover the
elements of that corps which are still in the zone of the French XXXVIII Army Corps, the
Commanding General, American 3d Division, will place at the disposition of the General
commanding the sector of the banks of the MARNE (Commanding General, French 4th Cavalry
Division), one battalion, effective this evening, June 2, and a second battalion in the
morning of June 3.

II. These battalions will be dispatched from their present cantonment areas (GRANDE
Foret) via NOGENT-'ARTAUD on SAULCHERY, where the command post of the Commanding
General, French 4th Cavalry Division is located. The battalion commanders will precede their
troops to receive the orders of the general.

III. The battalion dispatched on June 2, will proceed by marching.

The battalion to be dispatched on June 3, will be moved by trucks (which the Command-
ing General, French XXXVIII Army Corps has requested from the army); in the event that no
means of transportation becomes available, the battalion will proceed by marching,

L. de MONDESIR,
General Commanding XXXVIII Army Corps.
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3d Div.: 5th Brig.: War Diary

5th BRIGADE, A. E. F.,
CONDE-en-BRIE, June 2, 1918.

[Extract]

LR R R N

No change in station. Detachment up to full strength.

SUMNER WAITE,
Captain. Inf,, U. S. A., D. C,,
Actg. Adjutant.

3d Div.: 6th Brig.: War Diary

6th BRIGADE, A. E. F.,
COURBOIN, June 2, 1918.

[Extract]

* % %k k&

Sent my aide, Lt. Thomas, to Maj. Scott whose exact position was unknown early in
morning. Had been under shell fire since moving up 31 June [May] 1918. Trouble reported
in getting up supplies. Had moved up by truck and left medical supplies, etc., behind.
I saw that these were being forwarded. 30th Inf. having detrained at various points were
ordered as corps or army reserve to GRANDE Foret, P. C. Col. 30th Inf. MONT-Cel-Enger.
3d Bn. (less Co. K) reported at Conde and camped there during night. 2d Bn. moved up to
relieve French troops at FOSSQY. Orders from Gen. Marchand in writing, 2d Bn., to relieve
French troops at FOSSOY. 1st Bn. to BLESMES, 3d Bn. NOGENTEL. General Lavigne, French,
reported that he had been ordered to take over and organize a sector of the line defending
MARNE River from CHEZY-sur-MARNE southwest about ten kilometers, and that 30th Inf. had
been attached to his cavalry command for its defense,

C. CRAWFORD,
Brig. General.
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3d Div. Reserve: War Diary

3d DIVISION RESERVE, A. E. F.,
MONT-CEL-ENGER, June 2, 1918.

[Extract]

k% k&%

Remarks: 3d Division Reserve formed from 4th Infantry and 30th Infantry, a. m. of
2 June, 1918, Since then have been at present stations in reserve at disposition of
Commanding General, French XXXVIII Army Corps through Commanding General, 3d Division.

E. L. BUTTS,
Col., 30th Inf.,
Comdg. 3d Div. Reserve.

3d Div.: War Diary

3d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
VIELS-MAISONS, June 2, 1918.

[Extract]

%k % k%%

Entire headquarters troop and detachment arrived in area. 7th M. G. Bn. in action at
CHATEAU-THIERRY. 9th M. G. Bn. (less 2 cos.) in position along MARNE between NOGENTEL
and Barrage-ecluse [sluiceway].

C. O. Div. Reserve (Redisposition of Troops).

Report of L. O. to 7th M. G. Bn.

Message to C. O., Divisional Reserve.

Message to C. O., Divisional Reserve, directing 2d Bn., 30th Inf., to march towards
SAULCHERY and report to C. G., 4th Cav. Div. (Operations files). To C. O., Division
Reserve.

JOS. A. ATKINS,
G-3.

G-3, GHQ, AEF: Fldr. 132-A: Operations Report

G-3 3d DIVISION, A, E. F.,
VIELS-MASONS, June 2, 1918--11:30 p. m.

ending at midnight, June 2, 1918

1. Weather fair. Visibility good.
The 7th M. G. Bn. was again active this morning at CHATEAU-THIERRY.
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Enemy shelling intermittent.
It is reported that the enemy infantry is withdrawing north of CHATEAU-THIERRY.

L 2K K R % 2K 2

2. The 30th Infantry, less 1st Bn., reached the area this morning, and camped in
GRANDE Foret. The 2d Bn., was placed under the orders of the French 4th Cavalry Division
about 9:30 p. m., and immediately moved out for SAULCHERY.

The 4th Inf., less 1st Bn., came into the area today, and is now camped in ROZOY-
BELLEVALLE, forming a part of the corps reserve.

3. For three hours this afternoon, a solid column of trucks loaded with French in-
fantry passed through this town going northwest. Field artillery passed in the same
direction shortly before midnight. The column was without breaks, and was an hour in
passing.

4. General Dickman visited the commanders of the French sectors, and his own brigade
commanders. The division is rapidly passing to the control of the French commanders, and
the brigade and regimental commanders have practically ceased to function as such.

5. Two British motorcycle drivers passed through here at midnight, going west. They
were rejoining the IX Corps, and said they had about a hundred miles to go.

6. The bridges at CHATEAU-THIERRY to SAULCHERY have been destroyed by the French.

JOSEPH T. DICKMAN,
Major General, Comdg.

HS Fr. File: 590-30.1: Order

Relief of American 7th Machine Gun Battalion
[Editorial Translation]

DEFENSE HEADQUARTERS,
Les ALLOIS, AISNE, June 3, 1918:

Relief Order No. 22, Command Post, issued June 3, 1918,
by the Colonel commanding the Divisional Infantry, 10th
Colonial Infantry Division:

1. The American 7th Machine Gun Battalion, at present holding CHATEAU-THIERRY, will
be relieved during the night June 3/4 by:
a. Machine gun company, French Battalion Schrmitt.
b. Machine gun company, French Battalion Lames.
¢. One company, American 9th Machine Gun Battalion (at present at NOGENTEL).
2. Upon relief, the American 7th Machine Gun Battalion will be billeted at COURBOIN.

LARROQUE.
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HS Fr. File: 454-10.1: Order

Military Police Attached to French XXXVIII Army Corps

[Editorial Translation]

SIXTH ARMY, A. E. F.,
1st Section, General Staff XXXVIII ARMY CORPS,
No. 889/1 VIELS-MAISONS, AISNE, June 3, 1918.

SERVICE MEMORANDUM

Employment of the Gendarmerie and of the
American Military Police

1. The bulk of the American Military Police is placed at the disposition of the
Major commanding the Gendarmerie of the army corps, who will employ this unit, in conjunc-
tion with the French Gendarmeries, in the performance of the following duties:

a. Traffic control.

b. Maintenance of order at the supply establishments at FONTENELLE-OUEST (ra-
tions); and at FONTENELLE-NORD and ARTONGES (ammunition),

¢. Guarding prisoners of war.

d. Control of stragglers. Straggler line: NOGENT-ITARTAUD---ESSISES---CONDE-
en-BRIE. (Wounded will be directed to medical establishments, and stragglers to the head-
quarters of their divisions or corps, etc. . . ).

2. A detachment will remain at the disposition of the Commanding General, American
3d Division, to meet the special needs of his division (police of the cantonments of the
American troops, etc. . . ).

By order:
[signature illegible],
Chief of Staff
203-32.16: Memorandum
Disposition of Troops

5th BRIGADE, A.E. F.,,
CONDE-en-BRIE, June 3, 1918,

[Memorandum for G-3, 3d Division, A. E, F.]
Headquarters 7th Infantry: MONTHUREL
1st Battalion, 7th Infantry: JANVIER Ferme

2d Battalion, 7th Infantry:
Co. E: on road between SEZANNE and CONDE
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Cos. F and G: St-AGNAN

Co. H: ARTONGES
4th Infantry (entire regt): ROZOY; Regtl. Hq.: CHEF-de-VILLE
8th Machine Gun Battalion:

Co. A: COURTHIEZY

Co. B: JANVIER Ferme

Co. C: JANVIER Ferme (last night)

Co. D: MONTHUREL
These posted on map (G-3) at 1:10 p. m., June 3. L. W. B.

203-32.9: Memorandum

Location and Immediate Requirements of 3d Division Units

3d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF,
VIELS-MAISONS, June 3, 1918.

NOTES For G-3:

1. One battalion, 4th Infantry arrived at ARTONGES late yesterday afternoon. Field
Hospital 27 arrived at ARTONGES yesterday. One battalion, 30th Infantry, arrived at
ARGONGES early yesterday morning.

2. North of the station at ARTONGES, camped just west of the main road, is Company
H, 7th Infantry. It has been there for two or three days, under command of Lieutenant
Ridgley, unloading troops, etc. This company will be ordered to join its proper station.

3. The 3d Battalion, 7th Infantry, has gone from CONNIGIS to the line COURTHIEZY-
SAVIGNY, with Company A, 8th Machine Gun Battalion, and has relieved the French on that
line. The 1st Battalion, 7th Infantry, has gone from La GRANGE-aux-BOIS and is in reserve
at JANVIER Fme. Two companies of the 2d Battalion are billeted at St-AGNAN. Company B,
8th Machine Gun Battalion is near JANVIER Fme, where it has relieved a French company.
Company C, 8th Machine Gun Battalion, is in reserve at the same place. Company D, 8th
Machine Gun Battalion, MONTHUREL.

4. The 7th Infantry has 300 rounds of 30-caliber ammunition per man. The question
of rockets, flares, grenades, etc., should be looked up and all regiments fully supplied.

5. Imstructions for liaison with aeroplanes are needed.

6. Ifound one [3d] battalion, 38th Infantry, under Major Robert F. Adams, at
CONDE-en-BRIE, this morning. Had been there for twenty-four hours. I notified General
Charles Crawford [comdg. 6th Brigade, A. E. F.] about it and he will handle the situa-
tion.

7. The French Mission has left CONDE (General Renard).

8. E Company, 7th Infantry, is en route from SEZANNE. Orders for the 4th and 30th
Infantry, should not go through brigade commander, but should go direct, and brigade com-
mander get the copies. 38th Infantry Machine Gun Company was in CONDE at 9:50 a. m.
today.

9. There was no liaison officer with headquarters, 6th Brigade. Headquarters 38th
Infantry will move today to COURBOIN. Company K, 38th Infantry, is in charge of unload-
ing at MONTMIRAIL. Order them to join station (NOGENTEL).

10. The 9th Machine Gun Battalion has need of stripped ammunition. They need 100,000
rounds, and boxes to carry it in. They have enough ammunition for present needs, but no
reserve.
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The carts, 9th Machine Gun Battalion, are at MONTMIRAIL; their combat wagons at FON-
TENELLE.

11. The 7th Machine Gun Battalion will be relieved tonight and sent to COURBOIN.
Everything is quiet at CHATEAU-THIERRY, and the 7th Machine Gun Battalion is resting up.

12. The 9th Machine Gun Battalion will not relieve the 7th Machine Gun Battalion, but
will remain where now stationed.

13. The 9th Machine Gun Battalion has 9,000 rounds per gun with them, not all strip-
ped.

14. The 9th Machine Gun Battalion turned over four spare guns of one company com-
plete, to the 7th Machine Gun Battalion during a recent attack. Order these guns returned
when the 7th Machine Gun Battalion has been relieved.

15. The 9th Machine Gun Battalion is short 100 men, roughly. They should be sent
there.

16. A sentinel, 9th Machine Gun Battalion, shot a Frenchman, night before last. The
Frenchman was in front line and refused to halt. He was shot with a pistol through the
stomach. It is not known whether he is alive or not.

17. The 4th Infantry will move this afternoon to the northern edge of GRANDE Foret.
Colonel Dorey will move to that point. Col. Butts: La CHAPELLE.

18. Have signal lines extended to La CHAPELLE. Ascertain why signal officer did not
connect 30th and 4th Infantry Regiments, as ordered by me. He has no authority to change
orders given here, and this may result in disaster.

RAYMOND SHELDON,
Lt. Colonel, General Staff,

Chief of Staff.
203-34.1: Field Message
MESSAGE 3d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
No. 17 VIELS-MAISONS, June 3, 1918—-4 p. m.

TO: Commanding Officer, Divisional Reserve.

1. Direct Commanding Officer, 30th Infantry, to place at the disposal of the General
commanding the 4th Division Cavalry (P. C. SAULCHERY, General Levigne Delviile), the
following troops of his regiments:

Headquarters 30th Infantry,
Headquarters Company,
Supply Company,

3d Battalion.

2. The Commanding Officer, 30th Infantry, will precede the battalion and report to
the Commanding General, 4th Division Cavalry, for instructions.

3. These troops will be placed en route from GRANDE Foret to SAULCHERY at 17:30
o'clock (5:30 p. m., our time).

4. The machine gun company will not cross the River MARNE without competent orders
from this headquarters of the XXXVIII Army Corps, French.

RAYMOND SHELDON,
Lt. Col.,, G. S., C. of S., 3d Div.
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HS Fr. File: 593-30.9: Order

American Battalion Placed in Reserve
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH GROUPMENT de la TOUR,
No. 142/3 CELLES-les-CONDE, June 3, 1918.

SPECIAL ORDER No. 236

RELIEF OF SUBSECTOR OF MEZY

(Limited on the west by the line TRUGNY---sluice dam 1500 meters west of MEZY---FOSSOY
(this locality to 10th Colonial Infantry Division).

The subsector of MEZY is attached to the sector of the Groupment de la TOUR by order
of the Commanding General, XXXVII Army Corps.

Colonel LACOUR, designated to exercise command, will take over the [existing] in-
structions from Colonel COQUET during the day of June 4.

He will cause reconnaissances of the 1st and 2d positions to be made by the officers
of the 5th Cavalry Brigade and of the 7th Brigade of Dragoons. He will assemble these
officers, at such places and time as he may appoint, through the medium of the groupment
staff.

The troops of occupation will be brought up by 9 p. m.; the battalion, 5th Cavalry
Brigade to PARCY; the battalion, 7th Brigade of Dragoons to LAUNAY.

The detailed measures of the relief will be regulated by agreement between Colonel
LACOUR and Colonel COQUET.

One battalion of the American army will be placed in subsector reserve at St-EUGENE,
under the direction of the Colonel, commanding the divisional infantry.

The artillery will retain its emplacements and pass under the direction of the
Colonel commanding the artillery of the groupment.

De la TOUR,
General Commanding the Groupment.
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HS Fr. Files: 454-30.1: Order

American Infantry Battalion Ordered to Saulchery—Le Pont

[Editorial Translation]

FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
3d Section, General Staff FRENCH XXXVIII ARMY CORPS,
No. 1166/3 C. P. VIELS-MAISONS, June 3, 1918--3:30 p. m.

SPECIAL ORDER

[Sequel to Order No. 1157/3, June 2, 1918]

The American 2d Battalion, to be placed at the disposition of the Commanding General,
French 4th Cavalry Division (Command Post: SAULCHERY---Le-PONT), will be dispatched today,
June 3, on SAULCHERY---Le-PONT.

Departure from cantonments at 5:30 p. m.

De MONDESIR,
General Commanding XXXVIII Army Corps.

HS Fr. Files: 454-30.1: Order

Assignment of Command of Corps Reserve Groupment

[Editorial Translation]
FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
3d Section, General Staff FRENCH XXXVIII ARMY CORPS,
No. 1175/3 VIELS-MAISONS, June 3, 1918--8 p. m.

The following named units at the disposition of the Commanding General, French
XXXVIII Army Corps, will constitute a reserve groupment:

Billeting area:
30th Infantry, American 3d Division )

(less 2 battalions temporarily ) GRANDE Foret
attached to the general com- )
manding the sector known as ) ROZOY-BELLEVALLE
“The Banks of the Marne”.) ) MONT-CEL-ENGER

)

)

4th Infantry, American 3d Division

These two regiments will be grouped under command of the field officer already desig-
nated by the Commanding General, American 3d Division.
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French 23d Terr. Inf. Regt. ) La FERROTERIE---VIELS-MAISONS

(less 1 co., headquarters guard) ) La HAUTE-EPINE

French 10th Regt. of Chasseurs ) La CHAPELLE-sur-CHEZY
(2 troops) ) La BOSSE---PERTIBOUT

French 2d Co., 6th Engineers : REPLONGES

French 7th Co., 12th Engineers : VILLEMOYENNE

The Commanding General, American 3d Division, will assume command of the Corps Re-
serve Groupment. A French field officer will be assigned as his assistant in the exercise
of his command.

While awaiting their eventual employment in the front line, and during the time they
are a part of the Reserve Groupment, the above named units will be utilized for labor
tasks, a program for which will be transmitted later.

Measures will be taken by the General commanding the Reserve Groupment to insure that
these units can be alerted readily and are able to intervene rapidly where needed.

De MONDESIR,
General Commanding XXXVIII Army Corps.

3d Div.: 6th Brig.: War Diary

6th BRIGADE, A. E. F.,
COURBOIN, June 3, 1918.

[Extract]

*xxx k%%

30th Inf. detached from brigade to form part of corps reserve of French XXXVIII Army
Corps per secret message 3d Division, June 2, 1918. 38th Inf., relieving French troops,
10th Division (Gen. Marchand), on line NOGENTEL---MEZY-MOULINS on MARNE River. 9th M. G.
Bn., less Companies C and D, in position in Bois de NOGENTEL. Cos. C and D, 9th M. G.
Bn. and Hq. Det., 6th Brig., less 5 men, not yet joined. Whereabouts unknown.,

F. B. KOBES,
Major, Brig. Adjt.
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3d Div.: 3d Div. Reserve: War Diary

3d DIVISION RESERVE, A.E, F,,
La CHAPELLE-sur-CHEZY, June 3, 1918.

[Extract]

L IE K I N O

1st Bn., 4th Infantry joined reserve about 12:30 a. m. 2d Bn., 30th Inf. left reserve
about 1:20 a. m. Hg., Co., Supply Co., 3d Bn., and Regtl. Hq. 30th Inf. left reserve about
7:10 p. m. 1st Bn., less Co. A, 30th Inf., joined reserve about 7:10 p. m. Co. A, 30th
Inf. joined reserve about midnight. At 4:20 p. m., reserve headquarters moved from MONT-
CEL-ENGER to La CHAPELLE-sur-CHEZY.

Col., 30th Inf.,
Comdg. 3d Div. Reserve.

3d Div.; War Diary

3d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
VIELS-MAISONS, June 3, 1918.

[Extract]

L R I R O

Entire division (less artillery and engineers) now present in area. 7th M. G. Bn.
(at CHATEAU-THIERRY) under artillery and machine-gun fire, some sniping.

2%

JOS. A. ATKINS,
Maj., G. S., G-3.
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HS Fr. File: 454-30.1: Order

Reliefs
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
FRENCH XXXVIII ARMY CORPS,
VIELS-MAISONS, June 3, 1918—--12 midnight.

SPECIAL ORDER
[Extract]

The elements of the French 157th Division which are guarding the bridges of the
MARNE downstream from NOGENT-I'ARTAUD, inclusive, to La FERTE-sous-JOUARRE, inclusive,
will be relieved as follows, effective June 4:

LR K 2 3K 2% J

b. Bridges from CHARLY, inclusive, to FERTE-sous-JOUARRE, by a detachment composed
of:

2 companies, Amer. 30th Infantry )
Regiment and ) under the command of

2 platoons French 10th Regt. of ) Major NADAUD, 10th Regt.
Chasseurs, one of which is ) of Chasseurs
already attached to 157th Div. )

LR B 2

The command post of Major NADAUD will be at VILLARE (2 kms. south of CITRY), effective
from 8 p. m.

De MONDESIR,
General Commanding the Army Corps.

203-32.13: Orders

Administration of Subordinate Units

ORDERS 3d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
No. 4 VIELS-MAISONS, June 4, 1918.

1. Very few reports regarding the location and movements of units of this division
have reached these headquarters. This has resulted in great difficulty of supply and
many units have been lost for considerable periods.

2. The intelligence personnel, which includes battalion scout officers and battalion
scouts, may be used for gathering and forwarding this information both to the French and
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to division headquarters via brigade commanders. Their normal function is to gather and
forward all information of the enemy, and will have precedence.

3. It has been reported that scout officers and battalion scouts have been used for
other duties than those prescribed for them in regulations. This practice will cease at
once, and every assistance will be given them to insure their proper functioning,.

4. Reports of prisoners taken will be made to these headquarters without delay,
giving number and class of prisoners and place where captured.

5. Brigade liaison officers will be at division headquarters daily at 11:30 a. m.,
and report to the Chief of Staff.

6. Wherever possible the intelligence personnel will act in cooperation with the
French intelligence service, for the purpose of deriving the maximum amount of training
in this operation.

7. Reports of casualties will be promptly submitted to division headquarters, giving
all available data concerning them.

8. Frequent requests for supplies are sent to G-1, which could be avoided if the
G-1 orders were carefully read to ascertain the location of distributing points and dumps.
These dumps are established for the purpose of supplying material automatically, without
unnecessary details.

RAYMOND SHELDON,
Lt. Colonel, General Staff,
Chief of Staff.

HS Fr. Files: 454-30.1: Order

Battalion Assigned to New Sector
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
No. 1182/3 FRENCH XXXVIII ARMY CORPS,
VIELS-MAISONS, June 4, 1918--6:30 a. m.

SPECIAL ORDER

I. There is created within the zone of the XXXVIII Army Corps a third sector which
will bear the name of “Sector of the Banks of the Marne.”
II. This sector will have the following boundaries:
On the northwest: The west boundary of the zone of the army corps.
On the southwest: The line CHEZY---Ferme La GRANDE-QUENE---crossing of the road
CHEZY-1a-CHAPELLE and the road passing to the north of old telegraph line (all inclusive).
II. The garrison will comprise:
a. The elements of the French 4th Cavalry Division, at present in the zone of
the XXXVIII Army Corps.
b. Two battalions of infantry (white) of the French 10th Colonial Division,
One is already in place in the new sector, the other, to be designated by the Commanding
General, 10th Colonial Infantry Division, will be directed on CHEZY, so as to arrive there
by 3 p. m. at the latest.
c. Two American battalions.
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IV. The Commanding General, French 4th Cavalry Division will assume command of the
sector, effective at noon June 4; he will continue to occupy his present command post.

De MONDESIR,
General Commanding XXXVIII Army Corps.

203-33.1: Operations Report

5th BRIGADE, A. E. F,,
CONDE-en-BRIE, June 4, 1918.

From: Commanding General, 5th Brigade
To: Commanding General, 3d Division
[Extract]

1. Companies E and H, 7th Infantry, joined their organization on the afternoon of
the 3d, and are billeted at St-AGNAN.

2. 7th Infantry and 8th M. G. Battalion now complete in this sector.

3. The Commanding Officer, 7th Infantry reports that the Commanding Officer, 3d Bn.,
on the line SAUVIGNY-COURTHIEZY, reported that Company M on left of his line was engaged
in active sniping throughout June 3, and reports two enemy snipers killed, one by machine-
gun and one by rifle fire.

b. That a French wounded soldier was located during the day on the north side
of the river MARNE, and that Lieut. Flannery, 7th Infantry, after dark, volunteered at
great risk of his life, both from current and enemy fire, swam across the river and re-
turned with the French soldier to his own lines, special report of this will be made.

4. One enemy shell exploded in vicinity of JANVIER Farm, killing two French soldiers,
two animals, and slightly wounding one officer and eight men of the 7th Infantry.

5. The Commanding Officer, 8th M. G. Bn., reports considerable bombing during the
night from enemy aeroplanes; no damage done.

6. French battery kept up an active harassing fire during day yesterday and part of
the night, with very little reply from the enemy. An occasional shell has dropped on and
to the south of the hill north of CONDE.

7. No change in location of American troops.

LR B R 4

FRED W. SLADEN,
Brigadier General, N. A.
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203-20.7: Intelligence Report

G-2 3d DIVISION, A.E. F.,
VIELS-MAISONS, June 4, 1918.

(Situation at Noon)

1. On the front of this sector, the night was calm. No attempt was made to cross
the MARNE.

On our left, the enemy made slight progress during the afternoon of June 3, with
considerable losses.

2. The Allied line at this point runs as follows: Left bank of the MARNE---ESSOMES
---west edge of Bois de LOUP---CROGIS---N. E. edge of Bois de la MARETTE---E. edge of Bois
des CLEREMBAUTS---LUCY-le-BOCAGE.

The hostile line is as follows: Right bank of the MARNE---Bois de COURTEAUX---MON-
NEAUX---VAUX---western edge of Bois des ROCHETS---BOURESCHES---western edge of Bois de
BELLEAU.

3. From the interrogation of prisoners belonging to the German 36th I. D., it ap-
pears that the division reached the MARNE on June 1, and was placed west of the German
28th Div., pushing this division toward the east. The 40th Fusiliers (German 28th Div.),
still appears to have been in Haison with the German 175th I. Regt. on June 1, One of
the prisoners states that the German 28th Div. was being relieved by the German 40th Div.
on that date.

Order of battle of regiments of the German 36th Div. from east to west beginning with
the Chateau of JAULGONNE, is as follows:

175th I. R. 5th Gr. 128thI. R

4. Two Spads* forced a D. F.** aviator to land south of CHARLY; the crew, consisting
of a 2d lieutenant observer and a Vizefeldwebel [vice first sergeant] as pilot, being
captured. They belonged to the German 254th Escadrille * * * and began their flight in the
vicinity of FERE-en-TARDENOIS.

5. The enemy shelled CONDE-en-BRIE this afternoon at four-thirty. Thirteen enemy
airplanes were over the town during the bombardiment. MONTHUREL was also shelled with
enemy-planes spotting. Number and caliber of shells not reported.

L IR K O % 2% 2

7. No footbridges exist between DORMANS and CHATEAU-THIERRY. The destruction of
CHATEAU-THIERRY bridge was completed last night. No hostile troops visible in localities
on the bank of the MARNE. The roadway of the southern end of PASSY bridge has been com-
pletely destroyed.

THEODORE K. SPENCER,
Major, Infantry,
Assistant Chief of Staff.

LR K N I O

* Type of French aeroplane
** D-Flugzeug: German reconnaissance biplane
***+ Air squadron
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3d Div.: 6th Brig.: War Diary

6th BRIGADE, A. E. F.,
COURBQOIN, June 4, 1918.

(Extract]

PR R I 2

Remainder of Hq. Detachment with animal transportation joined at 10 a. m.
11 a. m. By Order 240, 10th Colonial Division, signed Marchand, 3d Bn., 38th Infantry,
ordered to CHEZY-sur-MARNE for duty under French General commanding 4th D. C. with divi-

sion P. C. at SAULCHERY.
11 p. m. Message 21, 3d Division, signed Sheldon, attached 7th M. G. Bn. to 6th

Brigade.

F. B. KOBES,
Major, Brig. Adjt.

3d Div.: War Diary

3d DIVISION RESERVE, A. E. F.,
La CHAPELLE-sur-CHEZY, June 4, 1918.

[Extract]

LK I O 1

6th Engineer Train joined reserve afternoon of June 4, 1918, and bivouacked at GRANDE
Foret, west of La CHAPELLE-sur-CHEZY---VIELS-MAISONS Road.

LR XX R N

PAUL C. PASCHAL,
Capt. and Adjt., 30th Inf,,
Act. Adjt.
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3d Div.: War Diary

3d DIVISION, A. E. F,,
VIELS-MAISONS, June 4, 1918.

[Extract]

LI K

6th Engineer Tn. joined at 12 noon this date and is at La CHAISE; 7th M. G. Bn.,
relieved at CHATEAU-THIERRY. Co. A, 9th M. G. Bn., placed in line at CHATEAU-THIERRY.

LR R IR IR IR J

JOS. A. ATKINS,
Major, General Staff, G-3.

203-33.1: Operations Report

3d DIVISION, A.E.F.,
VIELS-MAISONS, June 4, 1918.

MEMORANDUM FOR CHIEF OF STAFF.
Operations (G-3) Changes during day June 4.

6th Engineer Train arrived in area June 2; bivouacked at La CHAISE.
Hgq. Det. 6th Brigade arrived at COURBOIN at 11:15 a. m.
2d battalion, 7th Infantry moved to St-AGNAN.
Company A, 30th Infantry, arrived during night June 3/4.
Companies C and D, 30th Infantry placed under orders of Commandant Nadaud and direc-
ted to be in position at 7 p. m., as follows:
1 platoon La FERTE-sous-JOUARRE
" Le SAUSSOQY [Chateaul]
" Les JARDINETS
" LUZANCY
" MERY
CHARLY
" NANTEUIL
. C. of this group at VILLARE,

PO bt et e e et

Companies A and B and Machine Gun Company remain at GRANDE Foret.
2d Battalion in vicinity of MONT-de-BONNEIL during night June 3/4.

3d Battalion to NOGENT-IARTAUD during night June 3/4.

Hgq. 30th Infantry, Hq. Co. and Supply Co., same as 3d Battalion.
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38th Infantry

1st Battalion to line CHATEAU-THIERRY---FOSSOY, during night June 3/4,
3d Battalion moved to CHEZY-sur-MARNE.
7th Machine Gun Battalion. Relieved and billeted at COURBOIN, June 4.
9th Machine Gun Battalion.

Companies C and D arrived.

Company A to CHATEAU-THIERRY, night June 3/4.

E. P. DENSON,
Captain, Infantry,
Asst. to G-3.
203-32.7: Order
Change in Command
[Editorial Translation]
3d Section, General Staff SIXTH ARMY,
No. 1194/3 XXXVIII ARMY CORPS,

VIELS-MAISONS, June 4, 1918--5:30 p. m.
SPECIAL ORDER

The American 7th Machine Gun Battalion (divisional motorized battalion) which was
placed at the disposition of the Commanding General, French 10th Colonial Infantry Divi-
sion at the time of the attack on CHATEAU-THIERRY, May 31, will be returned upon receipt
of this order to the command of its division in the vicinity of ESSISES-Les PERDREAUX.

The Commanding General, 10th Colonial Infantry Division will retain under his command
only one American regiment (38th Infantry) and one American machine gun battalion (9th
M. G. Bn.)

De MONDESIR,
Commanding General,
XXXVIII Army Corps.
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203-33. 6: Special Operations Report

7th MACHINE GUN BATTALION, A. E. F.,
CHARLY, June 12, 1918.

From: Lieut. Col. F. L. Davidson, Infantry

To: The Commanding General, 3d Division (Regular)

Subject: Action of the 7th Machine Gun Battalion at CHATEAU-THIERRY.
[Extract]

1. In compliance with instructions from your office, dated June 10, 1918, I find the
action of the 7th Machine Gun Battalion, while at CHATEAU-THIERRY, to have been, as
follows:

2. The battalion was under the command of Major E. G. Taylor, 7th M. G. Bn., and
left La FERTE-sur-AUBE at 2:55 p. m., May 30, 1918, by its own transportation, and was
reported to the French General commanding the sector at CONDE-en-BRIE, about 2 p. m., May
31, 1918. The battalion was then ordered to proceed at once to CHATEAU-THIERRY to assist
in the defense of that place.

3. Owing to the fact that the Major portion of transportation consisted of light
Ford trucks, which were overloaded and driven by inexperienced chauffeurs, and in some
instances because of lack of gasoline, the battalion did not all arrive at CONDE-en-BRIE
at the time battalion headquarters reported. Up to this time, it had been impossible to
assign the fault for this delay to any persons individually. Seventeen squads of the
battalion (nine of Company A and eight of Company B) proceeded at once to CHATEAU-THIERRY,
arriving about 6 p. m., same date. A reconnaissance was made by the battalion and company
commanders, assisted by Lieutenant George Wackernie, the French machine gun officer at-
tached to the battalion. Upon completion of this reconnaissance, the battalion was ordered
into position with Company A in protection of buildings on south bank of MARNE River, west
of southern bridgehead of western bridge of the village. One section of Company A, under
1st Lieutenant J. T, Bissell, 7th M. G. Bn., was sent across the bridge to north bank of
MARNE River to fire on hostile position at COURQUEUX and northern part of CHATEAU-THIERRY,
with orders to fall back and join Company A across the western bridge if forced out of
position. Company B took position in protection of buildings to the right of Company A,
with their left about 200 meters east of southern bridgehead of west bridge of village,
and their right on CHATEAU-THIERRY-CHIERRY Road, about 500 meters west of CHIERRY, each
company being ordered to repulse any attempt of the enemy to advance on CHATEAU-THIERRY,
by the bridges entering the village and to fire on any hostile groups observed. Seven-
teen guns were in position and firing about 4 a. m., June 1, 1918. The battalion P. C.
being at office of Zone Major of CHATEAU-THIERRY with a reloading station in the open near
same place. Shelling of the town by the enemy caused wounding of fourteen enlisted men at
this point. A secondary reloading station was established at the park in NESLES.

4. As the belated gun squads arrived they were held by battalion headquarters as a
reserve and, as required, were sent into main position.

5. The transportation was ordered back to NESLES, about three kilometers south of
CHATEAU-THIERRY, and in parking it was obliged to be near active French artillery. This
caused them later to be heavily shelled by hostile batteries, resulting in the death of
one officer and three enlisted men---two enlisted men being wounded and some transportation
damaged.

6. About 1 a. m., June 2, 1918, the detachment on north side of river, under 1st
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Lieutenant J. T. Bissell, 7th M. G. Bn., together with a French machine-gun unit, were
forced from their position on the north side of river by the enemy, and fell back towards

the western bridge. In the meantime, unknown to Lieutenant Bissell, the enemy had formed
in considerable strength on the north end of western bridge and attempted to charge into
CHATEAU-THIERRY. The bridge was blown up by the French at this time, causing the hostile
attack to fail. When Lieutenant Bissell, with his detachment neared the bridge they were
subjected to heavy hostile machine-gun fire, and Lieutenant Bissell saw all his men fall,

as he thought killed. These men, all but one, later reported to their company. Thinking

his detachment was all killed, and that the Germans had possession of the bridge, Lieu-
tenant Bissell proceeded to the eastern bridge with a group of French and American sol-
diers. This eastern bridge, being swept by our machine-gun fire, Lieutenant Bissell made
an ineffectual attempt to cross the river by swimming, in order to stop the fire.

Failing in this, he finally succeeded, while under both hostile and friendly machine-gun
fire, in verbally notifying Company B of his predicament, and 2d Lieutenant E. W. Cobbey,
7th M. G. Bn,, caused firing to stop, crossed the bridge and conducted Lieutenant Bissell,
who, owing to the darkness, was unacquainted with the bridge, across to south side of
river, together with a group of about thirty French and American soldiers, four of whom
were wounded.

7. Lieutenant Bissell, while on north side of river, having been told by a French
officer, that two divisions of the enemy had succeeded in forcing a crossing of the west-
emn bridge and had defeated Company A, 7th M. G. Bn., gave this information to Captain
Mendenhall, and stated that Company B should get their transportation ready for a with-
drawal, if necessary, change their position to a point considerably farther to the rear
to meet the probable new attack, if they expected to escape capture.

8. Captain Mendenhall, upon receiving this information, sent a verbal message to his
platoon commanders by a runner, to withdraw to battalion headquarters and personally re-
ported his action to the battalion commander at the battalion P. C. The battalion commander
having knowledge of the destruction of bridge, and that the information given by Lieu-
tenant Bissell was erroneous, ordered Captain Mendenhall to again take his original posi-
tion, being given four gun squads of the reserve for the purpose. These instructions were
complied with by Captain Mendenhall, personally directing these gun squads into proper
position where they again went into action.

9. The order to withdraw, as given by Capt. Mendenhall, seems to have been variously
interpreted by the members of the company, most of whom interpreted it as delivered by the
runner for an order to make a hurried retreat. This seems to have been done by individual
groups rather than as an organization. 1st Lieutenants D. S. Hose and J. H. Ransdell,
7th M. G. Bn., having become separated from the command and lost their way, reported to
Headquarters, 3d Division, for instructions as to where their organization might be found.
These officers reported back to their company about 11 p. m., June 2, 1918. All members
of Company B other than the two officers mentioned above, returned and went into action
between the hours of 5 a. m. and 3 p. m., June 2, 1918, where they remained until Company
B was relieved at about 2 a. m., June 4, 1918, by Company A, 9th Machine Gun Battalion,
and Company A was relieved by a French machine gun company. The 7th Machine Gun Battalion,
at about 4 a. m., same date, proceeded by its own transportation to COURBOIN for billets,
arriving there about 11 a. m., same date.

10. The final withdrawal from CHATEAU-THIERRY was made unmolested by hostile fire,
Considerable material was, however, abandoned, the most important being seven machine
guns, and three hundred and fifty six ammunition baxes. While this can be accounted for
somewhat by the fact that the material of the two companies of the 7th Machine Gun Bat-
talion became unavoidably mixed during the combat, and some ammunition boxes being turned
over to the relieving units without taking a receipt, no immediate attempt was made to
recover this material when its loss was discovered.

11. Of the seven machine guns and three hundred and fifty-six ammunition boxes

abandoned, two guns and fourteen ammunition boxes left by Lieutenant Bissell's detachment
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on north side of river is believed to have been justifiable. Of the other missing mater-

ial, three machine guns and one hundred and thirty-six ammunition boxes have since been
recovered, leaving at this date, two guns and two hundred and six ammunition boxes that
it has been impossible, so far, to locate. A further search for this material is in pro-

gress at this time.

12. Owing to the fact that both companies are absent at this time, one of which is
actively engaged, it is impossible to give a complete report on transportation abandoned.
This will be furnished in a supplementary report that will be rendered as soon as full
investigation can be instituted.

13. There seems to have been a lack of positive orders issued by the battalion com-
mander, the companies being left too much to their own initiative. 1st Lieutenant E. J.
Hoover, Adjutant, 7th M. G. Bn., was obliged, in many instances, to personally issue
orders in the name of the battalion commander in order to get action of some sort.

14, This operation was the initial one made by the battalion, which went into action
without having had any sleep for over thirty-six hours, and at the end of a trying trip
overland by motor transportation because of overloading, caused breakdowns, thereby taxing
their strength in order to complete the journey. Further, the battalion was in action
constantly from 6 p. m., May 31, 1918, until about 2 a. m., June 4, 1918, during most of
this time being subjected to heavy hostile fire. Therefore, it is believed that the
battalion performed their mission in a creditable manner. The only mistake during the
time in action was the temporary withdrawal of Company B to a place other than that de-
sired by their company commander. This was caused through the error of the company com-
mander entrusting the promulgation of his order to the several units of the company
verbally by an enlisted man, and the second error of withdrawing because of information
that was not verified by reconnaissance. This mistake did not effect the final result,
however, for it is believed that the 7th Machine Gun Battalion was to a great degree re-
sponsible for the final check of the late German drive.

22k %%

F. L. DAVIDSON.

203-32.16: Field Message

From: C. P. Division Reserve.

At: VIELS-MAISONS
Date: June 5, 1918 Sent: 10:28 a. m. SENT BY: Buzzer
To: C. P. 3d Division, A. E. F.

A. and B. Machine Gun Co., 30th Infantry in GRANDE Foret, west of La CHAPELLE---VIELS-
MAISONS Road. 7th M. G. Bn., will be placed next to them on arrival. 6th Engineer train
now there.

EDMUND L. BUTTS,
Col., 30th Infantry.
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203-35.74: Field Message

MESSAGE 3d DIVISION, A. E. F.,,
No. 307 VIELS-MAISONS, June 5, 1918--9:13 p. m.

To: Commanding Officer, 4th Infantry

One battalion, 4th Infantry, will proceed to MONT-CEL-ENGER, where it will embus at
8 p. m., this evening and be transported to CREZANCY.

An advance party consisting of one major, 2 officers, and 2 N. C. O.’s will proceed
by auto immediately to report to General de la Tour at CELLES-les-CONDE.

The battalion will be met by the advance party and will debus at CREZANCY. Care will
be taken that silence is maintained at all times.

After debussing two companies will relieve two troops of French cavalry in the line.
The other two companies will be held in reserve at CREZANCY.

Battalion P. C. will be at CREZANCY.

Report completion of relief and disposition of troops. Acknowledge.

RAYMOND SHELDON,
Lt. Col.,, G. S., C. of S.

203-32.9: Field Message

FROM: Commanding Officer, 4th Infantry

AT: ROZOY

DATE: June 5, 1918

TO: Col. Raymond Sheldon, C. of S., 3d Div.

Some 700 French Colonials have just moved into La CHAPELLE from the firing line, I
will have over 500 men with my hgs. (Hgs. Co. and M. G. Co.). My orders are to move in
this morning. Request authority to delay my move until things can be straightened out.
We are very comfortable in the woods for the present and a staff officer from French Corps
Hgs. has just informed me that corps hgs. will communicate with your hgs. the fact
that there is no objection to our delay. So I shall hold regiment where it is until
further orders. I can be reached either here or at my old P. C.

HALSTEAD DOREY,
Col., 4th Inf.

-214 -



203-20.7: Intelligence Report

G-2 3d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
VIELS-MAISONS, June 5, 1918,

INTELLIGENCE REPORT, June 4

1. Some artillery and aerial activity in the afternoon.

2. A French patrol entered MONNEAUX on the evening of June 3, and found it occupied
by a few civilians only.

3. 5 hostile batteries, one of them a 77, seen in action in the Bois des ROCHETS.

4. Many aerial patrols seen in the morning. French Balloon No. 90 was attacked by a
plane at 6 p. m., without results.

5. Total number of prisoners captured to date - 101.
Situation at noon, June 5

6. Line held by Allied troops unchanged. Hostile aviation active. At 6:40 a. m.,
five aeroplanes attacked and destroyed Balloon No. 90.

7. Reports indicate that the enemy is preparing bridge material at different points
along the MARNE, notably at GLAND and MONT-St-PERE (point 97.08).

8. Two hostile balloons have been seen to ascend.

9. The most notable feature of the day is the great increase in aerial activity and
the particular pains that the enemy is taking to prevent Allied observation.

THEODORE K. SPENCER,
Major, Infantry,
Asst. Chief of Staff.

203-32.7: Order

Machine Gun Companies Ordered to Reinforce French Subsector

6th BRIGADE, A. E, F.,
COURBOIN, June 5, 1918--3:30 p. m.

[Contemporary Translation] of Orders (Appendix 2) received from Hgs. 10th French Colonial
Division at 3:10 p. m.

The Companies C, D of the 9th M. G. Bn., now at Les CAQUERETS will march immediately
after receipt of this order.

One co. to woods S. W. of Le ROCQ Farm
One co. to the farm of MONT de BLESMES.

These companies will rest in these positions at the disposal of Colonel Coquet, com-
manding the subsector east, for use in case of an attack by the enemy.

A liaison agent from each company will be attached to P. C. of Colonel Coquet now at
Chateau le ROCQ.
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The officer commanding the detachment at Les CAQUETS will designate the place to
which each company will report and will notify these headquarters as to disposition of
companies and time present camp is [illegible] to new positions.

By command of Brig. General Crawford:

F. B. KOBES,
Maj., Brig. Adijt.

HS Fr. File: 593-30.9: Order

Groupment de la Tour Discontinued
[Editorial Translation]

3d Section, General Staff FRENCH GROUPMENT de la TOUR,
No. 227/3 CELLES-les-CONDE, June 5, 1918.

[Extract]

This groupment is dissolved as of the date June 6.

The French 5th Cavalry Division, withdrawn from the present front, departs after a
few hours required for its reorganization, to answer the call to battle in other regions.

The French 20th Infantry Division, reinforced by new American battalions, will guard
the sector, momentarily stabilized, but always menaced. General PUTOIS will turn over
the command of the sector as of the date June 6, at 2 p. m.

E I R N N 2

De la TOUR,
General, Commanding Groupment.

203-32.7: Order

3d Division, A. E. F., Assigned to Center Sector

[Editorial Translation]
FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
3d Section, General Staff XXXVIII ARMY CORPS,
No. 1209/3 VIELS-MAISONS, June 5, 1918--5 p. m.

GENERAL OPERATIONS ORDER No. 137
First part

By order of the Commanding General of the Army, dated June 5, the zone of the XXXVIII
Army Corps will be reorganized immediately on the following basis:
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1. Mission of the Army Corps.

a. On the south bank of the MARNE, to prevent the enemy from establishing pas-
sages and from crossing the river. To throw back immediately all enemy forces gaining a
foothold on his bank.

b. On the north bank, to prevent at any cost the advance of the enemy through
the valley of the MARNE, likely to outflank the positions of the XXI Army Corps; and to
protect the bridges of NOGENT-I'ARTAUD and of CHARLY, maintaining absolute liaison with
the XXI Army Corps.

2. General Organization of the Defense
The defensive organization in the zone of the Army Corps will comprise:

a. South of the MARNE: Immediate organization of the first line of defense as
close as possible to the river, combining flanking action with fire.

The preparation of a second line of strong point (line of support for the first
line and base for counterattacks.) This second line will be established along the general
line: North and west borders of the Bois de CONDE---CREZANCY---Bois 'AIGREMONT---
thicket to the east of BLESMES---Hill 186---NESLES and wood to the east---Bois de NOGENTEL
---Ridge 178 and 206---Bois de la HAUTE-BORNE---Ridge 204 (FROMENTIERE)---Ridge 199
(Bois-MARTIN).

b. On the north bank of the MARNE: Establishment, without delay, of a first
line of resistance along the front: Southeast corner of the Bois de la MARETTE---CROGIS
---north border of the Bois du LOUP---ESSONES.

Preparation of a line of strong points along the line: Wood southwest of CROGIS
---ridge of the Bois de LOUP---Fontaine St-HUBERT---ROUVROY.

Organization of bridgeheads at NOGENT-I'ARTAUD and CHARLY.

3. Distribution of Command

a. The zone of the Army Corps shall be divided into three infantry division sec-
tors (right, center, and left). The boundaries between these sectors will be:

Between right and center sectors: Station of MEZY---flag station of CREZANCY---
west border of the wood of La JUTE---COURBOIN---MONTALVART Farm---Hill 226---VILZEAUX
Farm---ROZQY-BELLEVALLE---(all to center sector).

Between center and left sectors: Les EVAUX---NESLES---La GILETTERIE---St-JEAN---
PISLOUVET---Ferme de la PETITE-FORET (north of La CHAPELLE-sur-CHEZY) (all to left sector)
---La FEROTTERIE---north border of Bois du TARTRE (last two points pertain to the zone of the
nondivisional elements [corps troops)).

b. Distribution of Troops in each Sector:

1. Right sector under the orders of Commanding General, French 20th Infantry
Division (command post at CELLES-les-CONDE), who will have at his disposal: 20th Infantry
Division; Amer. 7th Infantry Regiment; Amer. 8th Machine Gun Battalion; the field artil-
lery units temporarily in position within his sector; and the 6th Battalion, French 110th
Heavy Field Artillery.

2. Center sector under the orders of Commanding General, American 3d Infan-
try Division (command post at Les ALLOIS Farm, Headquarters FONTENELLE), who will have at
his disposal*: Amer. 9th Machine Gun Battalion; a colonial regiment (less Senegalese Bn.),

i. e., 2 battalions of the 10th Colonial Infantry Division.
Temporarily: 1st Battalion, French 228th Field Artillery (3 batteries)
A field artillery battalion of the French 61st F. A. Regt. (2 batteries)
2d Battalion, French 334th Heavy Field Artillery (155 how.) (3 batteries)
One company of engineers.

3. Left sector, under the orders of Commanding General, 10th Colonial Infan-

try Division {P. C. SAULCHERY), who will have at his disposal his infantry division, less

* Later, the American 4th Inf. Regt. will be replaced by the 30th, to reconstitute the American 6th Brigade.
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the 2-battalion regiment assigned to the Center sector; the American 30th Infantry Regi-
ment*; the Amer. 7th Machine Gun Battalion, motorized; the field artillery in position
within his sector; and, his organic battalion of heavy field artillery.
N. B.: The commanding generals of the American brigades will retain their present

command posts.

4, At the Disposition of the Corps Commander:

23d Territorial Inf. Regt.; 10th Chaussers; one company of engineers.

Upon completion of the movements, each infantry division will place at the
disposition of the corps commander, one infantry battalion in corps reserve which will con-
tinue to participate in reliefs.

L

5. Occupation of the Sectors:

The placing in position of the troops in each sector will be regulated with
a view to its execution during the night, June 5/6, and its termination for the Infantry
by 2 p. m., June 6.

In the center sector, in order to avoid daytime movements in the first line,
the 2 colonial battalions (white) will be temporarily retained in their present locations.

The reserves in each sector should be echeloned toward the left.

As regards the artillery, the displacements to be effected so as to give to
each infantry division from the right and from the left, the artillery** pertaining to it
will not be executed until the night of June 6/7.

N. B. the French 20th Infantry Division will resume command of its divisional ar-
tillery. The divisional artillery, French 10th Division, will designate a battalion for
emergency support of the center sector.

6. Regrouping of French 5th and 6th Cavalry Divisions.
On June 6, the 4th and 5th Cavalry Divisions will be regrouped in the rear,
as a mobile reserve of the army:
4th Cavalry Division in the area: HONDEVILLIERS---VERDELOT---BELLOT---La
TRETOIRE (Headquarters at REBAIS).
5th Cavalry Division (less its artillery battalion) in the area: MONTMIRAIL
{Headquarters)---MARCHAIS-en-BRIE---ARTONGES---MONTLEVON.
7. Assumption of Command
Command post of corps commander: VIELS-MAISONS. The Commanding General,
French 20th Infantry Division will take command of right sector at 2 p. m., June 6.
The Commanding General, American 3d Division, will take command of center
sector at 2 p. m., June 6 (his headquarters will be established at FONTENELLE, June 7).
A staff officer of the 10th Colonial Infantry Division will remain with the Commanding
General, 3d Division, until noon, June 7.
The Commanding General, 10th Colonial Infantry Division, will take command
of left sector at 4 p. m., June 6.
8. Regimental Trains, Parks and Supply Trains.
The location for regimental trains, parks, and supply trains, will be as
follows:
20th Infantry Division
Nondivisional units no change
American 3d Division

10th Colonial Infantry Division:
Divisional artillery park: ROZOY-BELLEVALLE

* The American 30th Inf. Regt. will be replaced by the 4th.
** However, the 1st Battalion, French 41st F. A., 10th Div., at present in the vicinity of St-EUGENE may go into
position in the sector of its division left during the night of June 5/6.
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Supply Train: North exit of La SABLONNIERES, near
Supply Train of 238th Div.

Regimental Trains: BASSEVELLE and Le PETIT-BASSEVELLE

4th and 5th Cavalry Divisions: With the troops, within the areas assigned
to these cavalry divisions.

L. de MONDESIR,
Commanding General,
XXXVIII Army Corps.

HS Fr. File: XXXVIII A. C.: 454-30.1: French Order

Command of Reserve Group
[Editorial Translation]

GENERAL ORDERS RESERVE GROUP OF FRENCH XXXVIII ARMY CORPS,
No. 1 VIELS-MAISONS, June 5, 1918.

1. Pursuant to instructions contained in Special Orders No. 1175/3, Headquarters
French XXXVIII Army Corps, June 3, 1918, the undersigned assumes command of the Reserve
Group of the XXXVIII Army Corps. The group comprises the following-named units:

30th Infantry, American 3d Division: GRANDE Foret

{less 2 battalions and 2 companies temporarily at the disposition of the Commanding
General of the sector known as “The Banks of the Marne™.)

4th Infantry, American 3d Division: GRANDE Foret

These two regiments (4th and 30th Infantry) will be grouped under the command of the
field officer already designated by the Commanding General, American 3d Division.

French 23d Territorial Infantry: La FEROTTERIE---VIELS-MAISONS---La HAUTE-EPINE
(less one company G. H. Q. guard)

French 10th Chasseurs: La CHAPELLE-sur-CHEZY---La BOSSE---PERTIBOUT.

1 Co., 2d Bn. French 6th Engineer Regt.: REPLONGES

1 Co., 7th Bn., French 12th Engineer Regt.: VILLEMOYENNE

2. While part of the corps reserve group and until their eventual employment in the
front line, the above named units will be used for labor tasks, a plan of which will be
announced later.

3. Unit commanders will take the necessary measures to keep their units in constant
readiness for action.

J. T. DICKMAN,
Major General, U. S. Army.
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203-33.6: Report

Disposition of Troops

5th BRIGADE, A. E. F,,
CONDE-en-BRIE, June 5, 1918.

REPORT TO COMMANDING GENERAL, 3d DIVISION.

FROM: Headquarters 5th Brigade, 3d Division. Liaison Officer to Div. Headquarters.

TO:

Chief of Staff, 3d Division

SUBJECT: Operations Report

1. Disposition of troops in 5th Brigade:
7th Infantry, 1st Bn.: Has changed position from JANVIER Farm to new position in the

vicinity of St-EUGENE.

St-AGNAN: 2d Bn.

COURTHIEZY: 3d Bn.

37-mm. guns at VARENNES

Stokes mortar at MONTHUREL

8th M. G. Bn.:

COURTHIEZY: Co. A

JANVIER Farm: Co. B

East of PARROY: Co. C

MONTHUREL: Co.D

38th Infantry:

P. C. at COURBOIN. 1st Bn.

Along the road south of the MARNE from CHATEAU-THIERRY east: P. C. at BLESMES.
2d Bn.: P. C. CREZANCY, line between FOSSOY-MEZY.

Casualties: At 4:30 p. m., June 4, 1918, at CONDE, 1st Lieut. Howard L. Smith, 3d

Div. M. P. Co. A, slightly wounded, also one French soldier. Increased aeroplane activity.

W. E. ANNIN, Jr.,
2d Lieut., Inf. Liaison Off.

3d Div.: 6th Brig.: War Diary

6th BRIGADE, A. E. F.,
COURBGOIN, June 5, 1918.

[Extract]

$% %% %%

Brigade P. C. At COURBOIN.
6:45 a. m. French observation balloon destroyed by fire of enemy aircraft about one

kilometer east of COURBOIN.

10:22 a. m. 3d Bn., 38th Inf. position changed to NOGENTEL.
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1:30 p. m. 7th M. G. Bn. relieved from attachment to 6th Brig. Message 302, signed
Sheldon, C. of S.

2 p. m. French observation balloon destroyed by enemy aircraft about 2 kilometers
S. E. of COURBOIN.

3:30 p. m. Eleven enemy planes active over sector.

4 p. m. Artillery action about ceased.

5 p. m. Cos. C, D, 9th M. G. Bn. take positions in reserve at Mt. de BLESMES and
woods south of Le ROCQ Fe. Chateau.

10:30 p. m. Co. B, 9th M. G. Bn., ordered to VIFFORT and 3d Bn., 38th Inf. to COUR-
BOIN, by verbal orders of General Marchand, Comdg. 10th Colonial Division, French army.

F. B. KOBES,
Major, Brigade Adjt.

203-32.7: Letter

Marne Crossings
[Editorial Translation]}

FRENCH SIXTH ARMY,
XXXVIII ARMY CORPS,
10th REGIMENT MOUNTED CHASSEURS,
VILLARS, June 7, 1918.

FROM: Nadaud, Chief of Squadrons, 10th Regiment of Mounted Chasseurs.
TO: General de Mondesir, Commanding XXXVIII Army Corps.

SUBJECT: Relative to the participation of American companies in the guarding of the MARNE
bridges.

I have the honor to report that the detachment of the American army placed at my dis-
posal June 4, 5, and 6, for the defense of the bridges of the MARNE, from CHARLY to La
FERTE-sous-JOUARRE, has given me entire satisfaction.

This detachment consisted of two companies of the 30th Infantry Regiment under the
command of Capt. Maxwell. The men as well as the officers were imbued with the finest
spirit, and all did their best to understand and fulfill the missions confided to them.

The placing into position of the various elements was accompanied by quite consider-
able delay, particularly for the bridges of LUZANCY and of La FERTE-sous-JOUARRE. This
was due to the fact that the companies which had been designated for this duty and to
whom I had given orders on June 4, at 10 a. m., had been changed. The newly designated
companies, having received incomplete instructions, did not leave La CHAPELLE-sur-CHEZY
until 6 p. m. Several elements went astray during the march and did not arrive at their
destinations until 5 o’clock in the morning.

The front along which the American platoons were distributed was about 18 km. in
length. Capt. Maxwell had no means of liaison. His messengers had neither motorcycles
nor bicycles; there was no telephone; and permanent use had to be made of the surgeon’s
horse to improvise this service.
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It seems that the rolling kitchens should have followed the company; however, this
was not the case. The men carried four days’ rations which burdened them considerably and
rendered the march very trying.

A. NADAUD.

XXXVIII ARMY CORPS,
No. 1260/3 VIELS-MAISONS, June 8, 1918.

Transmitted to the Commanding General, American 3d Division.

Inasmuch as the foregoing observations may be of import, I consider it expedient to
address them directly to the Commanding General, American 3d Division, thus saving time
and facilitating delivery. Ijoin Major Nadaud in the praise bestowed by him upon the
American troops which he had the honor to command for 48 hours.

L. de MONDESIR,
General Commanding,

203-33.6: Operations Report

3d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF,
Chateau de la DOULTRE, June 23, 1918.

REPORT OF OPERATIONS, 3d DIVISION May 30/June 20, 1918.
[Extract}

On May 30, 1918, orders issued from G. H. Q., A. E. F., putting the 3d Division,
A. E. F., less artillery and engineers, at the disposal of the General commanding the
Group of Armies of the North. In his order assuming command of the division, General
d’Esperey indicated that it would be employed to assure the defense of points in the pas-
sage of the Marne. Influenced by the course of the German advance toward CHATEAU-THIERRY,
a later order from General d’Esperey’s headquarters put the division at the disposal of
the Sixth Army, which turned it over to the XXXVIII Army Corps, operating in the CHATEAU-
THIERRY region.

The movement of the division into this sector was commenced by the motorized machine
gun battalion when it left its station on the afternoon of May 30 for CONDE-en-BRIE.
The movement of the two infantry brigades, which was by train, began in the night of May
30 and was completed June 3 when the last unit arrived in the new area, having marched
from its detraining point at PROVINS, many kilometers to the south. The divisional
trains made the journey overland, arriving at their destination in good time.

The orders for the 7th Machine Gun Battalion required all possible speed in its
change of station and upon arrival at destination, after being on the road over twenty-
four hours, it was rushed to CHATEAU-THIERRY, the then most threatened point in the line.
After brief reconnaissance the two companies of the battalion took up positions in the
town late in the afternoon of May 31. These positions were maintained, although subjected
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to severe bombardment during the entire night, and at dawn, in conjunction with the
French Colonials, a fierce attack and attempt to cross the MARNE was repulsed.

At this time, one company of the 9th Machine Gun Battalion took over positions in
CHATEAU-THIERRY, and since then, there has been one machine gun company of the 3d Division
in position in the town. The splendid work of the 7th Battalion, when the fighting for
the possession of the town was the fiercest, caused General Marchand, under whom it was
operating, to make special mention of it to the Army Corps. Individuals, officers and
men, so distinguished themselves that it pleased the division commander to recommend them
for decorations for their gallant conduct.

Meanwhile, the 5th and 6th Brigades were arriving, and battalion by battalion moving
into position in the sector which extended easterly along the MARNE from CHATEAU-THIERRY
to DORMANS. This country was held by the French 10th and 20th Divisions at the time, and
its organizations gave rise to frequent changes of position of our troops. At one time
(the second week in June), the two brigades were distributed along the MARNE from La
FERTE-sous-JOUARRE to COURTHIEZY. The duties performed varied likewise. These troops
along the MARNE above CHATEAU-THIERRY faced the hostile positions, whereas the duty of
those distributed below that point to La FERTE-sous-JOUARRE, was to guard the bridges and
the railroad.

On the right, the 3d Battalion, 7th Infantry, supported by guns of the 8th M. G.
Battalion, was in the line at COURTHIEZY for six days. During this time, an officer dis-
tinguished himself by swimming the MARNE and rescuing a wounded French soldier who was
unable to cross unaided. For his bravery, the lieutenant was awarded the Croix de Guerre
by General de la TOUR, the commander of the division under which the 7th Infantry was
operating. On June 8, the 2d Bn., 7th Infantry began taking over a front-line position
at REUILLY, which it held until moved to the sector of the 164th Division for the purpose
of guarding bridges in the region of NANTEUIL. In this mission, it followed the other
battalions of the regiment, which had reported previously, to General Gaucher, commanding
the 164th Infantry Division. After five days of this duty, the regiment was ordered to
relieve a regiment of Marines of the 2d Division, A. E, F. in the line near BELLEAU Wood.
While holding this position, the regiment participated in severe fighting of which the
successes gained and the casualties bear ample testimony. To the credit of the regiment
be it also said that on quitting the command of General PUTOIS - 2d Division, and General
Gaucher, 164th Division, each of these commanders took it upon himself to mention in
orders of the division and letters to the commanding officer, the splendid service of the
regiment.

L 3 3 O % 1

RAYMOND SHELDON,
Lt. Colonel, General Staff,
Chief of Staff.
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203-33.6: Report

Relations Between 3d Division, A. E. F., and the French

3d DIVISION, A, E. F.,
ANDERNACH, Germany, December 19, 1918.

From: Commanding General, 3d Division.
To: Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3, G. H. Q.

[Extract]

% k% ki

2. Regarding the relations prevailing between ourselves and the French, the rela-
tive and comparative troop efficiency; and the difficulties of a difference in language,
the following is a frank statement, which the tenor of your letter calls forth.

(a) The relations that prevailed were, after one thoughtfully takes into con-
sideration the wide difference in temperament, characteristics, and military method of
functioning, of a harmonious and cordial nature, due, I believe, to the generosity and
whole-hearted forbearance of the Americans when any conflict of opinion arose.

(b) During a considerable part of the period that the division was under French
control, its mission was a defensive one, and consequently, the troops of both nations
played the same part and there was little opportunity for either nation’s soldiers to
exert a predominating influence. Attention is invited, however, to the fact that it was
the American patrols who overcame all obstacles and finally succeeded in securing prison-
ers that led to the enemy identifications, so urgently needed by the French Army Comman-
der. (See detailed report of operations.) During the period of the counteroffensive,
and the open warfare that it brought, the American troops showed themselves far superior
to the French, who did not seem to have the dash and vim so necessary to the successful
and continual carrying-on of an offensive action. The French seemed to be inefficient in
traffic control, and whenever there was a large movement of troops, would invariably jam
the roads tight.

* % % % %%

(c) Man for man our troops first equalled, then surpassed, the French in ef-
ficiency, and they have been continuing the surpassing process with increasing rapidity
ever since the passing. Quicker to think, resourceful, philosophical, of excellent
physique, and above all, practical, it was only logical that our troops should develop
as stated.

(d) The difficulties that arose from a difference in language were few and were
easily overcome by interpreters or by the use of signs. A great majority of the French
officers spoke a little English and a considerable number of American officers spoke a
little French. The time when the difference in language was a difficulty and a military
liability was when a French unit relieved an American unit in the line or vice-versa.

* % % % %k ¥

ROBERT L. HOWZE,
Major General, U. S. Army.
Commanding.

- 224 -



Appendix

SUMMARIES OF OPERATIONS, PERTAINING TO 2d DIVISION, A. E. F.,
FOR THE PERIOD June 1, to July 3, 1918

202-33.6: Operations Report

3d BRIGADE, 2d DIVISION, A. E, F,
August 16, 1918,

FROM: Commanding General, 3d Brigade

TO: Commanding General, 2d Division.

[Extract]

The following brief history of the 3d Brigade between June 1 and July 15 is submit-
ted:

1. Movement into “Pas-Fini” sector.

At midnight, May 31/June 1, the 3d Brigade was situated as follows:

Brigade Hq. - CROUY-sur-OURCQ
9th Inf. - CROUY-sur-OURCQ
23d Inf. - Or road between CROUY-sur-OURCQ and MAY-en-MULTIEN.,

5th Machine Gun Battalion, regimental machine gun companies, trench mortar batteries,
and 37-mm. guns, and all animal-drawn transportation en route from CHAUMONT-en-VEXIN to
new area.

Orders had been received at 11 p. m., May 31, directing the brigade to move immedi-
ately to the vicinity of MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS. These orders were transmitted to all
troops which had arrived in new area. Regimental commanders were at this time reconnoit-
ering a postition north of CROUY-sur-OURCQ, with a view to occupation during the night.

At 6 a. m. June 1 brigade headquarters were established at MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS;
the 9th Infantry began to arrive at 10 a. m., and bivouacked along the PARIS-METZ Road
near La LONGUE Fme.; the 23d Infantry arrived near MONTREUIL about noon. At 11 a. m.,
orders were received from the 2d Division directing the 3d Brigade to take up a position
between BEAUREPAIRE Fme, and Le THIOLET, relieving a squadron of French cavalry, which
was then outposting that line. In accordance with these orders, the 9th Infantry was or-
dered into the line, and the 23d Infantry to vicinity of VERTELET Fme, as division re-
serve; brigade headquarters moved to VERTELET Fme.

The 9th Infantry took over the line as directed on the night of June 1/2, with two
battalions in line and one in support; two companies of the support battalion were on
Hill 201 and two companies at COUPRU; 9th Infantry Headquarters one mile north of DOMPTIN,

At 11 p. m., June 1, the 23d Infantry received orders to proceed to vicinity of
COULOMBS and plug up hole in the line near that place. Movement was commenced at once.
This detached the 23d Infantry from the brigade for the next four days.

On June 2, animal transportation and machine gun companies arrived and joined organi-
zations; two companies of 5th Machine Gun Battalion were sent to the regiments and two
companies kept in brigade reserves. On June 5, the 23d Infantry was relieved from
COULOMBS and rejoined the brigade, taking over the sector from PARIS-METZ Road to TRIANGLE
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Fme, inclusive; headquarters were established at COUPRU: two battalions were placed in
line and one in division reserve near La LONGUE Fme,

Up to this time there had been very little enemy artillery activity; however, by
June 5, the Boche artillery had been brought up and shelling became heavy, both on front
lines and back areas, all calibers up to and including 210’s being used. There were no
trenches, except those that had been dug by our men, and no dugouts. Casualties were,
therefore, fairly heavy.

2. Occupation of the Pas-Fini sector.

On June 6, orders were received directing the 9th Infantry to advance its line at
10 p. m., so as to take over from a point 500 yards southwest of VAUX to the PARIS-METZ
Road, 500 meters east of Le THIOLET, Orders were also issued directing the 23d Infantry
to advance its left battalion if necessary, to conform to the movement of the 4th Brigade
in its attack on BOURESCHES - this attack was to take place at 5 p. m., June 6. The
Brigade order for the Marine attack did not reach these headquarters until 2 a. m., June
7. This delay caused a misinterpretation of orders, as it was understood that the whole
4th Brigade line was to advance when in reality, the right company was to stand fast and
the line was to pass through that company. This misunderstanding caused the 23d Infantry
to conform to the movement of the company which passed through the right, or pivot, com-
pany of the Marines, and to make an advance not contemplated by orders. Consequently,
the advance was made without artillery preparation or support and in face of the very
heavy machine-gun fire. Except on the left, the ground gained was not held; casualties
amounted to about 400 killed, wounded, and missing.

The 9th Infantry made its advance without opposition; about forty casualties occurred
from friendly artillery fire, believed to have come from French batteries on our right.

At the end of this operation, the line held by 3d Brigade extended from TRIANGLE Fme,
along edge of CLEREMBAUTS Woods, across PARIS-METZ Road, thence to point 500 meters
southwest of VAUX.

On night of June 13/14, the brigade reorganized its line, taking over the Marine line
as far north as BOURESCHES (inclusive). The reorganization was accomplished with few
casualties. From this date until July 1, there was no infantry action. The usual patrol-
ling took place and rather heavy artillery fire every day and night, both gas and H. E.

Or July 1, at 6 p. m., VAUX and La ROCHE Wood were attacked by 9th and 23d Infantry
Regiments, one battalion from each regiment taking part in the attack. The attack was
entirely successful and 588 prisoners, more than 30 machine guns, trench mortars, and
materiel captured. Three counterattacks by the enemy were successfully repulsed, leaving
prisoners in our hands.

* % % k% Xk

During the period covered by this report, the troops underwent severe physical hard-
ships and suffered heavy losses; the spirit was at all times excellent. Captures during
this period consisted of 3,200 prisoners, 31 guns, many machine gums, and trench mortars,
and a great quantity of ammunition.

H. E. ELY,

Brigadier General, N. A.,
Commanding.
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202-33.6: Operations Report

2d FIELD ARTILLERY BRIGADE, 2d DIVISION,
HEDDESDORF, Germany, December 19, 1918.

FROM: Adjutant, 2d F. A. Brigade
TO: G-3, 2d Division, A. E. F.
[Extract]

1. On May 30, it was expected that the 2d Division would be moved to the BEAUVAIS
area in rear of the 1st Division, and that it would relieve the 1st Division shortly
after its arrival in that area. Orders for the movement to the BEAUVAIS area had been
already issued. Towards evening, May 30, orders were received directing the division to
be in readiness for a movement overland by trucks to another area. About 10 p. m., May
30, orders were received for moving the infantry overland by trucks to an unknown desti-
nation. The artillery was to be entrained, commencing early the morning of May 31, with
the 17th Field Artillery. It is understood that the movement of the infantry by trucks
commenced early on the same moming. The entrainment of the 2d Field Artillery Brigade
took place during May 31 and June 1. By midnight, June 1, all of the units of the 2d
Field Artillery Brigade had been detrained in the neighborhood of CREPY, or just to the
north and south of it. Upon detraining, they received orders to march to the vicinity of
COCHEREL. By the night of June 2, all units were in the vicinity of COCHEREL. From re-
ports at the time, it was understood that the enemy had been slightly checked in the
neighborhood of BOURESCHES, and astride the PARIS---CHATEAU-THIERRY Road. Apparently,
the infantry arriving June 1 had been put in reserve positions two to three kilometers behind
the French infantry, who were holding the line astride the PARIS---CHATEAU-THIERRY Road,
vicinity of VAUX and BOURESCHES. The 23d Infantry had been detached and sent to a
neighboring French division on the left to check an immenent attack. Arrangements were
made for the placing of the 2d Field Artillery Brigade in position without delay. By the
night of June 3, all units of the brigade were either in position or moving towards po-
sitions in the vicinity of La VOIE-du-CHATEL, PARIS Ferme, and COUPRU. In the meanwhile,
the Germans had attacked strongly during the day of June 2 along the whole division front,
forcing a retreat of the French in front of the 2d Division lines. In several cases, the
French, on falling back through our lines, advised and even ordered the retreat of our
troops. Our positions were maintained and by the morning of June 3, the defense of the
front remained in the hands of the infantry of the 2d Division, supported separately by
French artillery.

2. Commencing the night of June 3, with what batteries of the 2d F. A. Brigade that
were in position, an extremely heavy harassing fire was put down over the whole enemy
front within range, with a view to breaking up hostile concentrations. On the morning of
June 4, all French artillery, with the exception of one regiment of 75’s, which remained
attached to the brigade, had been relieved and the defense of the front along the line
TORCY---S. W. Bois de BELLEAU---BOURESCHES---TRIANGLE Ferme---VAUX rested in the hands
of the 2d Division. Several enemy attacks of a local nature were repulsed during June 4.

3. With an abundant supply of ammunition, a very heavy harassing and interdiction
fire by our guns was maintained on the enemy at all times. On the morning of June 5,
orders were received for the attack and capture of Bois de BELLEAU, to be accomplished
that date. The attack was planned and carried out at 5 p. m. that afternoon. Due to a
lack of coordination between the infantry and artillery, the attack was executed without
the proper artillery support, and while successful in that it brought about the capture
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of Bois de BELLEAU and BOURESCHES, nevertheless resulted in excessively heavy losses to
the 4th Brigade, which made the attack. On the morning of June 6, it was determined that
strongly-defended machine-gun nests remained in the northern part of the Bois de BELLEAU;
and that the attack, while progressing beyond the woods on both sides, had not been suc-
cessful in the complete capture of the Bois de BELLEAU.

4. Between June 6 and June 10, several local attempts were made to dislodge the en-
emy from his hold on the northern part of the Bois de BELLEAU without success. On June
11, at 4:30 a. m., a well-conceived and carried-out attack succeeded in dislodging the
enemy from the woods. Several hundred prisoners and many machine guns were captured, with
slight losses to our own troops. A few days after this attack, the troops of the 4th
Brigade, holding the left half of the division front, were relieved by the 7th Infantry,
which was attached to the division for that purpose. Between June 12 and June 25, the
enemy succeeded in reestablishing himself with strong machine-gun nests in the northern
part of the Bois de BELLEAU, and on June 25, had as much as one battalion of infantry with
approximately 75 to 100 machine guns well placed in that part of the woods. Several
attempts by the 7th Infantry to dislodge the enemy proved unsuccessful. On June 25, a
well-coordinated attack at 5 p. m. drove the enemy from his last grip on the Bois de
BELLEAU, resulting in the capture of at least 300 men and 50 machine guns. The artillery
fire for this attack was particularly heavy; the infantry being withdrawn from its ad-
vanced positions in order to allow the howitzers an opportunity to cover all the enemy
organizations. Fire from all three regiments was delivered on the woods for 24 hours
previous to the attack, and the subsequent capture was made with slight losses to our own
troops on account of the complete demoralization of the enemy by our artillery fire. The
final capture of the Bois de BELLEAU and its organization in our line of defense provided
the left half of our sector with a position well placed against an attack. The attention
of the division was then directed towards VAUX, on the extreme right of the sector, and
an attack on the enemy with the object of the capture of VAUX and the ground just beyond
was planned. On July 1, after 24 hours’ preparation by the artillery, the 3d Brigade
attacked and captured VAUX, extending the line between 1/2 and 1 kilometer northwest of
the town, The attack was made at 5 p. m. and all objectives were reached by 5:30 p. m.

The losses to our troops were very slight, some 200 prisoners being captured.

5. The French corps on the division’s right was to attack and seize the Hill 204,
commanding the positions on the right of our sector. This attack and several successive
ones on the days following were failures and the enemy remained in possession of the
crest of the hill, rendering the extreme right of our line insecure. Between July 2 and
July 10, many reports of a contemplated attack by the enemy east of CHATEAU-THIERRY were
received and on July 3, orders were issued for the relief of the division by the 26th
Division. On July 5, after the 4th Brigade had been relieved by the 52d Brigade, 26th
Division, the relief was suspended upon warning of an immediate attack by the enemy be-
tween REIMS and CHATEAU-THIERRY. The 4th Brigade, plus the remaining brigade of the 26th
Division, was held in the immediate rear of the division for the defense of the sector.

On July 6, the relief was recommenced and terminated. On July 10, all units of the 2d
Division were in position on a defense line some 10 kilometers in rear from the front
line.

6. During the period June 1 to July 10, the 2d Division maintained a stubborn de-
fense against an extremely active enemy. An extremely heavy harassing and interdiction
fire by the artillery was maintained day and night. From the intelligence reports and
information obtained from prisoners, the determined efforts of the enemy to push through
his attack was broken up the first five days of June. No less than five enemy divisions
were used against the 2d Division during this period. On or about June 8, one enemy di-
vision, massed behind the lines for the relief of the front-line division, was caught in
bivouac by artillery fire and so badly cut up that it was withdrawn without even being
placed in the line. Excellent opportunity throughout this whole period was had by all
battery and battalion commanders for the constant harassment of the enemy by direct

- 228 -



observation. The infantry, with rifle and machine-gun fire, forced the enemy at all times

to a careful defense of his positions. From June 5 until the relief of the division on

July 10, the enemy, by the heaviness of our constant artillery fire and the vigorous at-
tacks on Bois de BELLEAU and VAUX, was forced from the offensive to the defensive. From
the time that our infantry took over the defense of the sector from the French, no ground
was gained by the enemy with the exception of his infiltration into the Bois de BELLEAU
following our attacks of June 5and 11.***

W. E. BURR,
Major, Field Artillery,
Adjutant.

202-11.4: Operations Report

2d REGIMENT OF ENGINEERS, A. E. F.,
PIERREFONDS, Oise, July 22, 1918.

[Extract]

LR 2 I % 3% 4

21. The two brigades entered the line and became engaged with the enemy in the early
morning of June 2. By this time, the engineer battalions had made reconnaissance and the
companies had been assigned their tasks.

22, From June 2 to 7, inclusive, the 4th Brigade held a general line beginning at a
point about 1 kilometer north of CHAMPILLON, thence in a southeasterly direction, passing
through the wood of LUCY-le-BOCAGE to Triangle. The task assigned to the 2d Battalion of
Engineers was to intrench and consolidate this position. This work was carried on with
difficulty under heavy shell fire; and, on occasions, detachments of engineers were call-
ed upon to go forward as infantry in support of attacking parties of Marines, and again
they were sometimes called upon to defend against enemy attacks the positions they were
fortifying. During these four days of strenuous work and fighting, both officers and men
of the engineers found occasion to be thankful that their training in infantry tactics in
open warfare had not been neglected.

23. The 1st Battalion was not so heavily engaged at the outset; they were, as afore-
said, attached to the 3d Brigade, and were entrenching the support line extending from
Triangle south through and about two kilometers beyond Le THIOLET. Later, as the town
of BOURESCHES was retaken by a battalion of Marines, the 1st Battalion was disposed of as
follows: Company A ordered into BOURESCHES to fortify the town, Company B to brigade re-
serve, about one kilometer west of BOURESCHES, Company C attached to 23d Infantry for
intrenching and fortifications. This work consisted mainly of constructing temporary
firing trenches and barbed wire entanglements.

24, By June 8, the front line held by our troops had become stabilized to such an
extent that definite plans for the organization of the terrain could be planned, and the
work thereon systematized. Three lines of defense were designated for the 1st position.
These lines were termed positions A, B, and C, in order from rear to front. The engineers
on June 7 were ordered back to the divisional reserve and under the direction of the di-
vision engineer were assigned the task of organizing and constructing position B. Work-
ing parties from the infantry of the division reserve were also placed at the disposal of
the division engineer officer for this work.
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25. One engineer officer was attached to each brigade to give technical advice and
assistance in the construction of position C or the front-line position. Work on this
position was carried out by the infantry units occupying the line.

26. At 5p. m. onJune 11, just at the time when the battalion commanders had com-
pleted the reconnaissance of position B and when about to begin work, Companies D and F
were ordered to report to the 4th Brigade commander for duty with that Brigade. This ac-
tion was taken in view of the fact that an enemy attack was expected. These companies
were placed in the front-line positions in support of the Marine units holding that line
and were used as infantry until June 14, when they were again withdrawn to the division
reserve.

27. This action seriously delayed the work of the 2d Battalion, not only because of
the time lost, but both companies were subjected to terrific artillery fire and suffered
serious casualties, and the men who were withdrawn were in a state of exhaustion and
physically unfit to carry on the work properly for several days after this action as
infantry.

28. The work done on position B consisted mainly of organizing company Groupes de
combat or elements of firing trench and machine-gun positions located in such a way as to
be self-supporting and to afford a flanking fire covering the entire front. These Groupes
de combat were echeloned in depth in such a manner as to form a support line. Groupes de
combat were located in rear so as to flank the Groupes de combat forming the front of the
position with object of preventing enemy infiltration.

Barbed wire entanglements were constructed. On account of the scarcity of material,
these entanglements were simple in nature and usually consisted of a single row of double
apron wire. An attempt was made to locate machine guns so that all wire entanglements
would be enfiladed.

29. All engineer material for this work was obtained from the French Army Corps and
difficulty was experienced in getting material in sufficient quantity. Barbed wire and
sandbags were the only items obtained in any quantity.

30. Tools and materials were supplied by the division engineer to the infantry bri-
gades to carry out this work. At times, small details of engineers constructed special
works, such as splinter-proof shelters for infantry brigade and regimental command posts.

31. During the latter part of the month of June, a readjustment of the lines was
effected. The first position was then divided into three zones, termed the zone of ad-
vanced posts, zone of principal resistance, and the zone of reserves. Position B, with
certain minor changes, constituted the zone of principal resistance. Work on field for-
tifications of this position were continued throughout the month of June and up until
July 7, when both battalions were relieved by the 101st Engineers of the 26th Division.

32. All work in this sector was done at night and was greatly interfered with by the
enemy artillery fire, both high explosives and gas. At times, work was stopped on account
of the heavy concentration of mustard gas.

33. The casualties suffered by this regiment during the period from June 2 to July 7
were 11 officers and 370 men. Most of these occurred during the time the companies were
acting as infantry; however, numerous casualties were caused by enemy artillery firing on
working parties.

34. From the experience of this regiment in the CHATEAU-THIERRY sector, company com-
manders and the regimental commander are convinced that in order to maintain the highest
degree of efficiency in an engineer regiment, the regiment should not be used as in-
fantry, except in the gravest emergency, otherwise the training and skill of the engineer
soldier will be sacrificed. Casualties are usually replaced by unskilled men, and casu-
alties are obtained at the time when trained and skilled men are in greatest demand.
Engineers are trained for certain important duties, and when in the face of the enemy
they are used as infantry, just at the time when the occasion presents itself for them to
put to practical use their training and knowledge, then all the time and cost of training
the soldier is lost.
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However, it is obvious that occasions will arise when engineers must and will be
used as infantry. The experience of this regiment has proved beyond a doubt that to meet
such emergencies, the engineer company should be armed with a certain number of Chauchat
or automatic rifles in addition to the rifle.

In the engagement with the enemy before-mentioned, engineer soldiers picked up aban-
doned Chauchat rifles and ammunition during the fighting and although not trained in their
use were able to use them efficiently against the enemy, It is considered highly impor-
tant that an engineer company be equipped with a certain number of Chauchat rifles and
that sufficient personnel be trained in their use.

35. The camouflage detachment of the 40th Engineers, under command of Captain St.
Gaudens, remained with the 2d Division and continued their work throughout this period.
The following is a report submitted by Capt. St. Gaudens on the operation of this detach-
ment:

The 2d Division having established its headquarters at MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS
on June 1, requisitions were sent through military channels on June 2 for
camouflage materials, and camouflage work on batteries began at once. Owing to
the nature of the terrain, the constant lack of material and the constant shift-
ing of batteries, virtually all camouflage efforts have been confined to the ar-
tillery. For the first ten days the open warfare, the fact that the batteries
were constantly moving and that the Germans had neither proper airplane service
nor the artillery to do counterbattery work, made the camouflage situation a
very simple one. But, as the lines became more stable, and the Boche gained
the supremacy of the air and obtained both excellent photographs and good bal-
loon observation, then the situation took on a more serious aspect.

The difficulty of the situation was further intensified by the extreme
slowness of the arrival of camouflage materials. The most vital portions of
the requisitions of June 2, 9, 13, 18, and 20 were not filled throughout the
month. This meant that camouflage consisted of a constant series of recon-
naissance for positions affording good natural cover and frequent shifts of
batteries where proper artificial cover could not be maintained. Camouflage
material to be of value must be installed at the earliest possible moment, a
condition which did not prevail in this region. It is suggested that some
other means of obtaining camouflage material, more rapidly than the present
regulation channels, be devised.

The camouflage personnel throughout the month consisted of one officer and
about thirty men. This proved ample to meet the needs of the situation within
the division. The men were distributed so as to allow one man to remain in
charge of each battery and one sergeant to remain in charge of each regiment.
Had the material been ample to meet the situation, there would have been no
difficulty in maintaining the proper camouflage of the batteries.

The question of camouflage discipline is one that has not yet been solved
within the division. The severe lessons taught by the German artillery where
camouflage principles have been violated has impressed the present personnel
to some extent; but until the vital need of regulating traffic and of cutting
down paths and signs of circulation has been taught men as persistently as gas
drill is taught, it is quite certain that numbers of lives will be sacrificed
through perfectly useless carelessness.

The camouflage situation within the division at the end of the month was
good within the limits imposed by lack of long time insistence on camouflage
discipline. With the arrival of material and another month of persistent ed-
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ucation given by both the camouflage personnel and the German artillery, the
division should be in excellent shape, from a camouflage point of view.

HOMER SAINT GAUDENS,
Capt., Engineers, N. A.

36. That it may be of record, it is desired to state the conditions that prevailed in
the village of MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS at the time of its occupancy by the 2d Engineers.

This regiment arrived in the town of MONTREUIL-aux-LIONS on June 1, just at the time
when the last civilian population was making a hasty departure, thinking that the enemy
might continue his advance and capture the town.

All homes were left unguarded and very little furniture or other private property
was carried away by the owners. In one building in particular, a great quantity of wine
was stored.

The officer assigned to the headquarters of the 2d Engineers and a small detail of
enlisted men were billeted in this town, and were among the first American troops to
stationed there.

An inspection was made of the various houses that had been abandoned, with a view to
occupying them as billets. In numerous cases, the houses had been entered by troops other
than Americans, and literally wrecked. Furniture was broken; glassware smashed; trunks
and bureaus ransacked and tt ir contents scattered all over the house; small articles of
value were presumably stolen; chickens, cows, sheep, rabbits, etc., were confiscated and
other stores, such as wine and edibles, were carried away; conditions in general were de-
plorable and shameful.

The American troops were not responsible for the above conditions.

W. A MITCHELL,
Colonel, Engineers,

2d Div.: Med. Dept.: 329-1: Operations Report

2d SANITARY TRAIN, A. E. F.,
HEDDESDORF, Germany, February 24, 1919.

FROM: Commanding Officer.
TO: Commanding General, 2d Division.
[Extract]

1. Regimental and battalion aid stations were established with their respective
headquarters as the troops moved into original or new positions. These were for the most
part in stone buildings in abandoned villages or farm groups and did not offer much pro-
tection against enemy artillery though some were fairly well located when stone vaulted
cellars could be found suitable. During the latter part of the operations, many of the
battalion aid stations were in the woods and some dugouts were constructed, but these
were only splinter-proof at the best.

Each had one or more ambulances stationed with them or within call as conditions re-
quired. Supplies were delivered from the ambulance companies or ambulance head by return-
ing or special ambulances.

2. The Sanitary Train: No sanitary train headquarters had been organized and each
section (field hospital and ambulance), functioned under the direct orders of the division

-232 -



surgeon. These sections,---less 16th Field Hospital and 16th Ambulance Companies (animal-
drawn), arrived at MEAUX about 7 p. m., May 31, proceeding to their several immediate
destinations the same night, as follows:

1st and 16th Field Hospitals and 1st Ambulance Company to VINCY.

15th Ambulance Company remained bivouacked on the road near MEAUX, being unable to
clear the division truck train, with which it was convoyed.

23d Field Hospital and 23d Ambulance Companies to a large chateau in MEAUX. Here a
hospital was established which, with the addition of 2 Bessoneau tents gave a capacity of
150 beds. This received the patients from the main sorting station at the front and
evacuated them to the Evacuation Hospital No. 8 at COUILLY, as distance from various
points on the front to MEAUX was 40 to 50 kilometers and an additional 25 kilometers back
to nearest evacuation hospital. This second sorting or relay station was very valuable
for dressing, resting, and feeding the wounded.

This company was joined here June 4 by the 16th Field Hospital, the two companies
continuing to operate the hospital until they were sent forward to stations on June 9 and
11, respectively.

Cases handled: Gassed Wounded Shell conc. Injury Sick Total
23d Field Hospital 4 797 20 22 88 968
16th Field Hospital 250 2500 0 0 50 2800

Total 291 3297 20 22 138 3768

Owing to lack of evacuation ambulances the first few days, the divisional ambulances
were compelled to do the rear evacuation in addition to the very long haul from the front
and were taxed to the utmost. This was supplemented by sanitary and supply train trucks
and touring cars.

3. Early the next morning, June 1, stations were assigned the organizations of the
train and they proceeded to them immediately as follows:

1st Field Hospital and 1st Ambulance Company to BEZU-le-GUERY.

Here, 1st Field Hospital established a sorting station (TRIAGE) and operated same
during the entire stay of the division in this sector.

1st Ambulance Company secured liaison and established ambulance service for the
troops on the right front (9th and 23d Infantry), but was ordered elsewhere that night.

15th Field Hospital to COCHEREL, where it remained until June 4. No dressing station
was established, but 12 wounded passed through it this time.

15th Ambulance Company to DHUISY, where an ambulance dressing station was established
and ambulances and dressings dispatched to the troops of the left front (5th and 6th
Marines). The following morning these ambulances brought in the first wounded of our
service in this sector.

Great numbers of wounded continued to arrive. As they were all from the troops
served by this company, and their evacuations covered such a great distance, the company
ambulances were insufficient and additional ones were drawn from the 1st Ambulance
Company.

The 23d Ambulance Company, less 4 ambulances, left at MEAUX to serve that hospital,
was also ordered to the front from MEAUX, arriving June 2, at BEZU-le-GUERY, where it re-
mained until the division was relieved.

June 3, this A. D. S. [auxiliary dressing station] at DHUISY was closed and the 15th
Ambulance Company moved to COUPRU, thence to DOMPTIN, June 5. At each place, A. D. S.
was established and the ambulances continued to serve the Marines on the left front.

June 11, this company was ordered to VILLIERS establishing an A. D. S. for slightly
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wounded for the fight of the front line. This was operated until the division was re-
lieved.

4, 1st Ambulance Company left BEZU-le-GUERY before daylight June 2 for VENDREST
where an A. D. S was established and ambulances distributed for stations and service with
B. A. S. [battalion aid station] of 23d Infantry and auxiliary troops which, during the
night, had been swung from their first position to this new position on the left front.

A considerable number of wounded were dressed and evacuated through this station.
June 4, the company moved back to BEZU-le-GUERY, where it remained during the stay of the
division in this sector.

The 16th Ambulance Company, animal-drawn, having marched overland, did not arrive in
the area until June 3, when they reached COCHEREL, bivouacked and proceeded the following
day to La SABLONNIERE, thence on June 6 to La LONGUE Fme, where an A. D. S. for slightly
wounded was established at 7 p. m., same date. About 125 wounded were attended and evacu-
ated that night. The following day, June 7, this station was moved 1/2 kilometer up the
road to VERTELET Fme, to bring it nearer to the main road and more easily accessible to
the walking wounded, who naturally drifted down this main road. Here it remained and
operated until the division was relieved.

June 4, all 16th Ambulance Company ambulances (9 animal-drawn) were distributed and
attached to artillery regiments - 3 to each. This was done to give ambulance service to
battery positions not accessible to motor ambulances and to accompany them on their fre-
quent shifts of positions. They remained permanently with them.

5. June 4, the 15th Field Hospital moved to Chateau la RUE on the main La FERTE-
THIERRY Road, and for three days functioned as auxiliary sorting station with 1st Field
Hospital at BEZU-le-GUERY, thereafter functioning on alternate days with the field hospi-
tal at BEZU-le-GUERY. This was tried with a view of resting the personnel of each hospi-
tal on alternate days, but resulted in too much dispersion of the sorting and evacuating
forces, supplies, ambulances etc., and not a commensurate conservation of the efforts of
the personnel. This dual sorting was abandoned June 15 and, on June 16, the company moved
to LUZANCY, where it remained until sector was turned over by the division.

At Chateau la RUE Gassed Wounded Shell conc. Injured Sick Total

Treated by 15th F. H.: 131 776 58 39 108 1112

6. The 16th Field Hospital (animal-drawn) arrived at MEAUX, June 4, taking station
and functioning with 23d F. H. until June 11, when it proceeded to LUZANCY, where a build-
ing, formerly used by the French as a hospital, was supplemented to a capacity of 800, and
conjointly with 15th Field Hospital was operated as division hospital for gassed and sick.

Cases treated Gassed Wounded  Shell conc. Injured Sick Total
15th F. H. 858 22 45 52 800 1777
16th F. H. 1500 0 0 0 40 1540

Total 2358 22 45 52 840 3317

500 of these were returned to duty without further evacuation.

7. June 6, one-half of the officers and enlisted personnel of 23d F. H. was ordered
to assist at the sorting station of the 1st Field Hospital at BEZU. They remained here
until June 10, when they and the remainder of the 23d F. H., which had been left with
16th F. H. at MEAUX, proceeded to La FERTE-sous-JOUARRE. Here they secured two buildings
which had been maintained by a Catholic sisterhood as a city hospital, and established a
surgical hospital for non-transportables. The hospital was well supplied with beds,
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mattresses, sheets, and pajamas. An X-ray apparatus was obtained and many instruments.
Around these supplies and upon this experience was conceived the idea of continuing one
field hospital of the division as a mobile surgical hospital. Within a few days, enough

extra officers to provide surgical teams, and 18 American female nurses were secured.

With the addition of 3 Bessonneau tents, a total capacity of 125 beds was obtained. This
hospital continued to function with from two to five surgical teams until the hospital

was turned over July 7, to the 27th Division. The nurses and extra surgical teams to-
gether with the teams which had been previously definitely assigned to the 2d Division,
remained with the 26th on our departure, also the larger part of the equipment.

Cases treated: Gassed Wounded Shell Conc. Injured Sick Total

4 923 9 30 17 983

8. June 4, S. S. U. Unit 502 joined with 20 Ford ambulances. The unit was stationed
at the ambulance head in BEZU-le-GUERY and was immediately placed on forward work, evacu-
ating from regimental and battalion A. S., thereby liberating the majority of the larger
ambulances (G. M. C.), for evacuation from sorting station to rear field hospitals and to
evacuation hospitals. On a few occasions an additional S. S. U. unit, or a large part of
one, was attached to our division to assist during drives. They were very excellent for
forward work on short hauls on good roads or fair.

9. July 1, in preparation for the offensive on VAUX, 1st Ambulance Co. sent Amb.

D. S. personnel and equipment to 9th Infantry to reinforce the regimental aid station.

An advance medical supply depot was arranged forward of the R. A. S. on the route of evac-
uation from battalion aid stations, and returning ambulances utilized to carry these for-
ward where needed.

Advance stations in two large vaulted cellars in MONNEAUX were also prepared and
supplied the night prior to attack for use of B. A. S. at such times as the attack had
sufficiently progressed.

10. Division medical unit arrived June 1 at MEAUX, where they immediately set up and
began issue, the supplies being carried forward on returning ambulances. Supplies were
obtained from the Red Cross in PARIS, from the American Mission at SOISSONS, and from
medical supply depot at COULOMMIERS, but during the first part of operations there was an
inadequacy of blankets, litters, and pajamas for gas cases, etc. After the establishment
of a medical supply depot at LIEUSAINT, with an excellent system of truck service of dis-
tribution, less difficulty was met in securing supplies promptly.

June 9, the medical supply unit was moved to La FERTE-sous-JOUARRE and distribution
to forward organizations facilitated.

11. June 3, the ambulance head was established at BEZU-le-GUERY and all ambulances
pooled for service under the orders of the Director of Ambulance companies. The location
of the sorting station also facilitated the coordination and conservation of the ambu-
lance service both forward and to the rear. During attacks, in which the ambulances were
inadequate for rapid evacuation of all wounded, the trucks of the sanitary train were
utilized and, if these did not suffice, trucks of the supply train were called upon.

As the telephonic communications had to be in code a number was used to designate
regiments, battalions, or places. Each regiment was given blocks of ten, so that the
first regiment had 11 to 19, the second 20 to 29, etc. A simple telephone call “42-three
Jones" indicated the 4th Regiment, 2d B. A. S., desired 3 ambulances.

An advance medical supply dump was maintained at ambulance head, and supplies needed
at forward stations delivered by returning ambulances.

12. Ambulance Co. litter bearers were, from the beginning, sent to the front to
supplement those of regiments as the latter required them and the numbers available per-
mitted. As many as 160 at one time were detached from their companies for this duty.
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These were usually sent forward in returning ambulances. Relay litter bearer posts were
also established between B. A. S. and ambulance posts when litter haul was long and ambu-
lances could not reach the forward stations.

13. The sorting station at BEZU-le-GUERY occupied a church and an adjoining school
building, the former being used for dressing refreshment and the latter for collecting and
evacuating. In a small stone building in the same lot, a Red Cross shower bath with 8
heads was set up and with a well-ventilated tent fly for undressing and a closed tent for
dressing patients; an excellent group for treating gassed cases was maintained. This ap-
peared a bit crude, but could, and did, bathe and handle as many as 100 cases per hour.

14. Mobile Surgical Hospital No. 1 and a few days later, Evacuation Hosp. No. 7 at
Chateau-MONTANGLAUST, near COULOMMIERS, opened to receive our patients. This shortened
our evacuation by 25 kilometers, but still left one of 30 kilometers from our sorting
station. This long evacuation was inimical to our dangerously wounded or severely shocked,
many of whom were sent from our divisional surgical hospital.

15. From June 15 until the division was relieved, no changes were made in location of
our sanitary units and the system of evacuation was maintained * * *

The initial long evacuation to evacuation hospital at COUILLY is also shown.

202-33.6: Operations Report

2d DIVISION,
HEDDESDORF, Germany, December 31, 1918,

The 2d Division, in the fighting northwest of
CHATEAU-THIERRY
End of May to early part of July, 1918

[Extract}]

LI R 3 2 % 3

After leaving the VERDUN sectors, the 2d Division was stationed in the GISORS---
CHAUMONT-en-VEXIN area for a period of training. Here much attention was given to close
order drill and to methods of “open warfare.” On May 30, preparations were made for a
two days’ march into the BEAUVAIS area, but later in the day an order came to embus the
infantry for the area around MEAUX. The field artillery and the animal transportation of
the infantry were to move by rail. Early moming of May 31, the movement for MEAUX com-
menced, * **

The Germans were steadily advancing on PARIS and had made a pronounced salient at
CHATEAU-THIERRY. The French were slowly retiring under the steady pressure of the Boche.

*x % %k k

Before midnight, all the infantry had arrived in the vicinity. On June 1, the French
army order directed the concentration of the division in the emergency and around MON-
TREUIL-aux-LIONS. The troops made forced marches to this point.
The 9th Infantry and the 6th Marines were the first troops of the division to occupy
a position in the line. This line was generally north and south through Le THIOLET on
the CHATEAU-THIERRY---PARIS Road. The French held the line in rear of BOUSSIARES, TORCY,
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Hill 133, and south of BOURESCHES and Hill 138. The 2d Division was in support of this
line. The French had orders to drop back through the American lines with the idea of
taking up a position in rear and again checking the Boche.

Early on June 2, the 23d Infantry reinforced by the 1st Bn., 5th Marines, 5th Machine
gun Bn., and a company of engineers, marched to fill the gap in the French line from Bois
de VEUILLY, PREMONT, towards GANDELU. The French in falling back in several cases advised
and even ordered the retreat of our troops. One retreating French officer gave an order
to an American officer to fall back. The order was not obeyed. On June 5, the 2d Divi-
sion line extended from the southwest corner of Bois de la MARETTE through the Bois des
CLEREMBAUTS, TRIANGLE Farm, LUCY-le-BOCAGE, woods northwest of LUCY-le-BOCAGE
and through a point on the CHAMPILLON-BUSSIARES Road, 800 meters north of CHAMPILLON
(all inclusive). Several Boche attacks had been successfully repulsed. The Germans hesitated
before this new element.

T XY R

Early in the morning of June 6, before the rays of the early sun came over the hills
and tree tops, began a series of attacks on the 2d Division front which were to continue
for almost a month and to end with the capture of the Bois de BELLEAU and VAUX. The 1st
Bn. of the 5th Marines went over the top on Hill 142, north of CHAMPILLON, and drove into
the German lines for over a kilometer towards TORCY. * * *

At 5 p. m., on June 6, the attack commenced on the Bois de BELLEAU and BOURES-
CHES. * * *

The town of BOURESCHES was captured, but the advance into the Bois de BELLEAU was
checked after progressing several hundred yards. This place was full of machine guns; the
terrain itself was so rough and rocky as to make progress under peaceful conditions diffi-
cult. The fighting continued throughout the night and extended to the right and involved
the 3d Brigade, which attacked and advanced its line to conform to the movement on its
left. The usual German counterattacks followed, but were repulsed. On June 7, 8 and 9
attempts were made to capture the Bois de BELLEAU without artillery preparations. Each
time little progress was made and it became apparent that the reckless courage of the
foot soldier with his rifle and bayonet could not overcome machine guns well-protected in
rocky nests. Early in the morning of June 10, after a thorough artillery preparation,
the 4th Brigade attacked the enemy in the Bois de BELLEAU and gained its objective which
was an east and west line through Hill 169. The next day another attack was early launch-
ed, after thorough artillery preparation, and the troops, preceded by a rolling barrage,
attacked and captured all of the woods, except the northwest corner. 400 prisoners and a
large quantity of materiel, including 35 machine guns and 14 trench mortars, were taken.
Strikingly obvious is the great need for artillery in attack, when one contrasts the
little progress made without it and the advances of the last two days The 7th Infantry
relieved the 4th Brigade, taking over the line from BOURESCHES (excl.) to Hill 142 (excl.).
To the right of the 7th Infantry was the 3d Brigade and to the left, a French unit. By
the 23d of June, the 4th Brigade was again back in place and on that day, a battalion of
Marines attacked the northwestern tip of the Bois de BELLEAU and attempted to drive out
the last Boche. The attack was unsuccessful on account of the heavy machine-gun fire and
the battalion commander, Major Maurice E. Shearer, U. S. M. C., said “I am of the opinion
that infantry alone cannot dislodge enemy guns.” Two days later, our artillery concen-
trated its fire on the northern part of the Bois de BELLEAU, which still contained numer-
ous machine-gun nests and at 5 p. m., the same battalion which had attacked two days be-
fore, cleared the woods of Germans. Again, was decisively shown the great importance of
artillery to infantry. Infantry alone without materiel, makes little or no progress. If
the enemy combines personnel and materiel, we must do the same or lose the game. This
lesson was well impressed on the 2d Division at this time. On July 1, when the 9th and
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23d Infantry attacked VAUX---Bois de la Roche, there was a twelve-hour artillery prepara-
tion which permitted the position to be taken without undue losses.

The importance of this battle northwest of CHATEAU-THIERRY can hardly be overesti-
mated on account of its psychological effect. When the 2d Division went into the line,
the Boche was everywhere successful. PARIS was threatened and the heavy guns were there
distinctly heard. The Allies were being driven back step by step.

LI 3K 3% 2% ¥ 2

At this opportune moment occurred the victory of the 2d Division northwest of
CHATEAU-THIERRY. The psychological effect was tremendous. A handful of Americans had
checked the Boche and then driven him back. They had captured ground from him to which

he had clung with the greatest tenacity. His best troops had been decisively whipped by
the Americans.

$Exx%x*

JOHN A. LEJEUNE,
Major, General, U. S. M. C.,
Commanding,

GERMAN UNITS OPPOSING 3d DIVISION, A. E. F., (May 30-June 5)

The German Units Concerned: 28th Infantry Division occupies north bank of the Marne
between Barzy and Dormans. 231st Infantry Division attacks Chateau-Thierry and Height
204, capturing Chateau-Thierry. 36th Infantry Division takes over sector of 28th Infantry
Division from Barzy to Treloupe. Bridgehead at Jaulgonne captured by Americans and French.
IV Reserve Corps suspends execution of general attack and organizes for defense.

IV RESERVE CORPS (Seventh Army)

Commander: v. Conta, General of Infantry.

Chief of Staff: Mooyer, Major, G. S.

Composition: 5th Guard Inf. Div. and 197th, 237th,
10th, 28th, 87th, 231st, 201st,
and 36th Infantry Divisions.

Divisions in Contact with 3d Division, A. E. F.;

28th Infantry Division (relieved June 3, by 36th Infantry Division):

Commander: v. Armim, Lieut. General, to June 3.
Boehm, Major General, from June 4,

1st Gen. Staff Off.: Schmidt, Captain, G. S.

55th Inf. Brig,.: Boehm, Major General, comdg. to June 3.
v. Selle, Colonel, comdg. from June 4.,

40th Fusilier Regt.: Girschner, Major, comdg.

109th Body Gren. Regt.: Baron v. Forstner, Lieut. Col., comdg,.
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110th Gren. Regt.:
14th Field Arty. Regt.: )
55th Foot Arty. Br.: )

231st Infantry Division
Commander:
1st Gen. Staff Off.:
231st Inf. Brig.:
442d Inf. Regt.:
443d Inf. Regt.:
444th Inf, Regt.:
3d Guard Res. Field Arty. Regt.:
90th Foot Arty. Bn.:

Madlung, Major, comdg.

Not known.

v. Huelsen, Lieut. General.
Osius, Major, G. S.

v. Fischer, Colonel, commdg,
v. Goerne, Major, comdg.
Count Roedern, Major, comdg,
Becker, Major, comdg.

Not known.

36th Infantry Division (relieved 28th Infantry Division June 3.):

Commander:

1st Gen. Staff Off.:

71st Inf. Brig.:

5th Gren. Regt.:

175th Inf. Regt.:

36th Field Arty. Regt.:

Det. 4th Res. Foot Arty. Regt.

HS Ger. Files: 890-33.5: Fldr. 1: War Diary

v. Leipzig, Lieut. General.
Hintze, Major, G. S.
Weidtmann, Colonel, comdg.
v. Witzleben, Colonel, comdg.
Brinck, Colonel, comdg,.

Not known.

[Editorial Translation]

55th INFANTRY BRIGADE,
Le CHARMEL-CHATEAU, May 30, 1918.

[Extract]

%% %33

At 5:50 p. m., receipt of order: The enemy is retreating along the entire
front. Major General Boehm with 109th Body Gren. Regt., 110th Gren. Regt., 3d Guard Res.
F. A. Regt., [231st Inf. Div.] and 14th Field Arty. Regt. will occupy the MARNE between
BARZY and TRELOUP and establish a bridgehead. Major Girschner with 2 battalions, 40th
Fusilier Regt. and 55th Foot Arty. Bn., will be in division reserve near RONCHERES. 2d
Bn., 40th Fusilier Regt. will occupy TRELOUP and the east edge of DORMANS. * * *

General von Arnim assumed command of the 28th Infantry Division.

At 6:45 p. m., the 109th Body Gren. Regt. was the first to reach the MARNE. The de-
tachment, 2d Bn., 40th Fusilier Regt. encountering no further serious resistance, occu-

pied its prescribed line.

On the other side of the MARNE, the ebbing tide of the enemy was taken under effec-

tive fire by our rapidly following artillery.

- 239 -



At 9:15 p. m., Lieutenant Zieske, with several men and light machine guns of the
109th Body Gren. Regt., crossed the MARNE by boat. Brigade Headquarters was established
at Le CHARMEL-Chateau in the evening,.

BOEHM,
Major General, Comdg.

HS.Ger. Files: 615-33.5. Fldr. 1: War Diary

[Editorial Translation]

231st INFANTRY DIVISION,
Chateau de la Foret, May 31, 1918,

[Extract]

Corps headquarters ordered the attack on CHATEAU-THIERRY by the 231st and 10th Inf-
Divs. to take place at 4 p.m. * * *

Objective: CHATEAU-THIERRY and the heights southwest of the town.

The attack was launched at the prescribed time *** Advancing against occasional
stubborn resistance by numerous machine-gun nests, it reached the line VINCELLES---west
edge of Le BUISSON---crest of height north of CHATEAU-THIERRY and south of LOUAILIER
Wood.

The reason why the objective was not reached until evening was that a large part of
the artillery was not ready for action at the proper time. The 501st F. A. Regt., [corps
artillery] allotted to the division, arrived too late for the timely reconnaissance and
occupation of battery positions and observation posts. The 17th Foot Arty. Bn. [corps
artillery] did not bring a single round of ammunition.

Furthermore, it was very disturbing to find that both units mentioned had no maps on
the spot, and that the available supply of maps for the remaining units of the division
was insufficient. Notwithstanding several requests made by the division, no maps were
supplied from the rear.

The 201st Air Squadron was not allotted to the division until May 31. Naturally,
liaison could not be established in such short time. The result was that the artillery
had at its disposal neither airplanes nor balloon, the latter having been shot down three
hours prior to the attack, nor adequate maps for registration.

Prisoners from the French 74th Res. Div., 10th Colonial Div. and 73d Res. Div. were
brought in. The latter division had been transported by truck from AMIENS to CHATEAU-
THIERRY only that morning, to act as counterattack division.

On the right wing, the 442d Inf. Regt. had arrived at the foot of the dominant Height
204. There, it would have had an unfavorable line of departure for the attack on the
height, the following day. The regiment decided, therefore, to seize the height that
evening. Height 204 passed into our possession at about 1 a. m, ** *

The 1st Bn., 444th Inf. Regt., advancing from the east, pushed forward to the east
edge of the town, but suffered heavy losses from the flanking fire of hostile batteries
located in the vicinity of NESLES. The battalion had to be relieved during the night by
the 2d Bn., 444th Inf. Regt.

A patrol of the 354th Pioneer Co., advancing from the east with the infantry, recon-
noitered east of the MARNE bridge which was found intact. However, since this patrol,
like the leading infantry elements, was exposed to heavy machine-gun fire from the south
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bank of the MARNE, as well as from the buildings in the north part of the town, it was
unable to proceed and forced to withdraw.

k% %%

OSIUS,
Major, Gen. Staff.

HS Ger. Files: 890-33.5: Fldr. 1: War Diary

[Editorial Translation]

55th INFANTRY BRIGADE.
VILLARDELLE Ferme, May 31, 1918.

[Extract]

At 12:15 a. m., receipt of division order: The attempt will be made to take possess-
sion of COURTEMONT (south bank of the MARNE) during this night. * * *

At 1:10 a. m., receipt of division order: Pursuant to corps orders, the crossing to
COURTEMONT will be suspended. The elements of the 109th Body Gren. Regt. on the other
side of the MARNE will remain on the south bank until relieved by the 175th Inf. Regt.,
36th Inf, Div, * * *

The 109th Body Gren. Regt. had already crossed the MARNE with 2 battalions during the
night. These, as well as the remaining units of that regiment, except 2 companies, were
relieved before morning by the 175th Inf. Regt., 36th Inf. Div. The 2 companies cannot
be withdrawn until after dark, May 31.

LK I I % % 2

Brigade headquarters was established at VILLARDELLE Ferme at 9 a. m.

* %k k k & &

BOEHM,
Major General, Comdg.
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Bridgeheads to be Established

Group C [Editorial Translation] IV RESERVE CORPS,
Operations No. 499 FERE-en-TARDENOIS, June 1, 1918—-1:30 a. m.
[Extract]

* %k % % k%

7. The 231st Inf. Div., continuing the attack on June 1, will seize Height 204,
west of CHATEAU-THIERRY, and establish a bridgehead south of the MARNE, to about the
railroad track.

8. The 36th Inf. Div., retains the mission of establishing a bridgehead south of
the MARNE, to about Height 219, 1 1/2 kilometers south of COURTEMONT-VARENNES.

* % % % * %

12. The division will connect with the corps message center at FERE-en-TARDENOIS,
13. Corps command post: Chateau de NESLES, effective from 8:30 a. m., June 1.

von CONTA,
The Commanding General.
HS Ger. Files: 615-33.5: Fidr. II: Order
Capture of Chateau-Thierry
[Editorial Translation]
Operations 231st INFANTRY DIVISION,
No.1l.1. IV COURPOIL, June 1, 1918--2a. m.

[Extract]
Reference: Old Map 1:80,000

1. On the right wing, VINCELLES and the west edge of Le BUISSON were seized at
9 p. m., May 31, and on the left wing, the woods of La LOUAILIER 