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uq lSt Ar:ad L)iv
in The Field
2700 s, 19 Feb 1943
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w8t G3, 3B 4180 - Sheets 28,39 - scale:  1/200,000,
G5, G 4227 - Sheets 10,13 - scale: 1/200 000,

1. a. Eneimy is concentrated iu strength in the vicinity of riud-va and
THILHTE with what is estiimated to Le not less then one ariored division,
(the 2lst) understrength in tanxs, (about 75 estimated;. Strong patrol
activity was reported during the night of 18-19 February at S5-5842,
5-6450, 5~=7350 and 5-78>2. Cne battalion of tanks-was reported at S-7048
and anobher battalion (1l0th Fanzer Livision) was reported between
LaSSERINE and 3-9573. lieavy two-way traffic on the GABLS - FERTIANA Road.

b. (ur troops are holding the passes as shown below:

Bl i B @oI0D (5-4460) piiii AL (5=7356) RASS BURE (S-974)

Lt. Gol. Zowen, Uomdg Gen Welvert, Coidg - wol. Stark, (omdg
3d Bn 26 Inf lst Bn, 168 Inf 19 ungr (-1 Co)
Det L4L3 C4 1 anger on 1st ©rn, 26 Inf
B Co, 13 4R ' 175 Fd bn 33 Fi bn (-1 5try)
C Co, 106 Ca B Co, 19 Engr ~ 1Co, 13 AR

. 1¢o, 692 T4 L 805 Tp (~C Co)
aCo, 105 Ca- : Det 413 CaA
A& G Co, 213 Ca D Co, 105 C4

36 FaibBn (-Det)
N .3 bns, French Inf .

2. "‘he lst .‘xrmd Div w1ll act “defensively to protect the town of TJ_BIBC‘A and
. supply installations thereat against attack from the .south and south-'-
west, being prepared weanvhile to counterattack to the southeast to- res—
tore the DERNALA posi tlon in the event that position is penetrated: by
hostile attack.

lLU(JI"u
LIV RCU (1GY) CC_ 4 (e U Tuidi) T CC B (GKEINELT) DIV RESENVE -
C0, 81 Zcn, Loumdg® CG, CC 4 Coindg . LG, CC b, Comdg
8l ien 5n (A Coj 6 Inf (-2d & 3d bnj 13 a2 (-1st & 3d in) 1 ARt (-lst&2d
L Gans, 443 Ca. lst Bn, 13 4@ (-o Co) 2d on, 6 Inf ' A btry 68 F&~
: 3d Bn, 13 ar (~I Co) 27 Fibn - 16 Engr (-4,C
91 Fa un (~B Loy, 601 1D (< Coy « D Cp)
68 Fi bn (-a.Coy v oo, 1h ingr :
701 Tu bn 16 Guns, 443 Ga AV HY
A Co 16 ngr .
16 Guns, L43 Ca 4 suus, 443 CA-

inclosure ;i
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o n Lo Thoube diviasion ares
ooaestbe nounla o L Lurasntaned lrets,
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Gogwirdg oh Uire wdneflold betan satd Laothat pass, el wi11 estaulish

racomiziasiice bo Lhie past ot Lo USSR (S=UL L.

bheoug gt i il et and rgpel angs eneryv oattacs frooo the west through
the valley between HJ oll DI Lab and sasist' b Ll - od awan.  The
enauly forces will ve first criyored and defeated or daiaryed in the vici-
nity of the eustora eivs of the valley. Infuntr, defensive positicns
will be reconnoitered but not oceupied; a propurtion of anti-tanic and tan!
gns wlll be located, duyz in and caouflapged to effect surprise flaaling
fire on 2n atbuc.dus ‘lubtn le furca, Lt is contaglated that 10 Qg g

g furced buack Ly Vurw.'eLAi:l;: enenyy strendth, 1% will be ordered to
retl*'e_, wnlle executing Lexlaws de Lo tre vicinity of ;3111 1172
(5=3864; . Whare it w4l viocs edeny progress and prepire to execute 2
-3

ti

i
4

ey 2
incer counbarattac:, in coil] u\(t o with oo Yty w.on an oneay penebtrz-
ias worth of il ll',’l'..

Lo 13" will also be prevared to puarticipgate with other clesents of

Jiviesdion in repelling an enemy atitacL in sectors ovhier thin ite own,
UU Mt ATE sacloce artiilery teo place fire in frond of the aine-
L.l ds Leing Lidd at (or neary o-1060, 5-1559 and at 5-2352.

CC A will establist zuards on 1:)“, wminefields at 5-1559 and at

o
<
o
T

C. GL UB! froa the general vicinity of its present position will be pr‘ -

pared to execute on Division Order the following alter u-'te uissions: -ER
(1} Cowmterattacg, or reinforcesient of the L.u s Bu ABIOD posltlo

in case of threatened eneiy penetration, :

(2):  iioveament to posﬂclon covered frou ground obserﬂh.tlon in v1c1n1t§i
0f PVOJ..nt 5-4072 as .u_..Vls'LOn iteserve in case of enciy attack from the West)
“From-that position Gy "p" will be prepared to execute a pincer count er-
attack (in COanI]Cthn with CC¢ v} against an enezy penetration from -
the West -through the valley, seanwhile plac:mv a “orca (Yo include Tank
Destroyer guns; to block eneuy pasgage iorth through the pass at $-3075

(3) Counterattacx to restore the LilialA position in the case of =ne
penetration,

CC "gt will in the weanwhile emplace an appropriate nwaber of tanks
Lo support the position of the 20 1nf in the passes South of EL Ha EL‘
A1,

xe (1) drab traffic into our lines (except through winafields) will be
permltted. arab traffic toward the enemy will not be permitted.

(2) any passes {in additim to those at which minefields are now deing
eiplacedj through the mountains wiich form our defensive line, will alse
be uined and covered by artillery fire. ieconnaissance to locate such
passes will be effectod by corbat coweands as follows:

ui Mah:  Viest of the TIBALLA — Bl wa U WWICU [oad.
AIRS ]

bu 843 Zast of the Tibisula - BL wa EL- $I0D rog
'"LD:L'JJUA - Dw ufu\‘bhxi 1\0«4(1.

d , Iesb of the




L. See adninistrative order

. - ERR
I A, MMiwials ) s Moa O

2V i ot Th :
81 ulvs L4463,
Cu My To be reportea.
Cu Mgt 546065,
b. Instructions regarding use of a thrust line and & new set of ref-
erence points will be issued separately.

Caraill Wauiu
Colwanding

aTiva oor Y ;
wajor, G.S.C.,
S8, 4 Cu of 5., G-3.
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HEADQUARTERS IST ARMORED DI' 1SION

A.P.0. 261 c¢/o Postmaster
New York City, N.Y.

20 February 1943,

OPERATIONAL INSTRUCTION )

s
mER... - > - L L - 5 )

1. CC "A"™ will be prepared to carry out the Division mission in the valley
between DJ BOU DJELLAL and BABET EL SID - DJ ANOUAL, that ia, to act defensively
to proteot the town of TEBESSA ad supply installations thereat against attack
from the South and Southwest, being prepared meanwhile to counter-attack to the
Eoutheast to restores the IERNAIA position in the event that position is penetrate
‘by hostile attack. If suddenly attacked or if communications fail, appropriate
action will be taken at once. °

2+ The execution of the above mission requires the followihg.

a. Minefields in the mountuin passes to be guarded and backed up by
artiTllery fire.

b. Disposition for the counter-attack, or reinforcemsnt of the EL MA EL
ABIOD position in ocase of threatened enemy penetrationm.

0. Close liaison with the ~troops hoiding the DERNAIA position to- d ot
mine The routes of approach and most profitable direction of oounxor-attan

%

d. The preparation of plans for the attack on any wnemy forces fordi
entranco 1nto the valley by the Eastern exita. o

ey L Jprautivd Guiniy

o. Prepare planz for blocking the passcs through the mountain rang
Just Touth - of TEBESSA Dy the use of mines and defensive action.

PRGN

NOTEs. Cross fire from tanks hidden in Arab homes, hay staoks, etc. or un,
or behind other. cover ‘and the clever use of supporting fires,_mine fielda.
aidhidden ati-tank guns will be used to trap at a disadvantage any enemy. -
tanks entering the valley.
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ORLANDO WARD
Ma jor General, U. S. Army
Commanding.

a Tl v\./l L

6oi 71 o

SOV .;(/’1',&_4., Jdr.,
mJJOF, g. S. UL,

~ . o~ g
AsSb. Al L. OF oL, U,

Inelosure 0. 2
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Hq 1lst Armd Div
In the Field
Q0300 nrs, 23 Feb 1943 .

FIELD ORDER )

3
NO: o« « « 7 )

MAPS: GS,0S 4180 - Sheets 18,28,39 - Scale: 1/200,000.

1.

“6c A (DIV.RES) (chUILLIN) S . DIV RES.

*flank of the II Corps and preventing a German move to the West.

TROOPS
¢C B (ROBINETT) , L 26TH ARMD BRIC (REI .
'EE‘EI?hcn, comdg - T I3 AR (-Is¥ Bn & Hq & I Co, 5d Bn) (NICHOLSON) - :
. 81'Ren Bn (-4 Co) 2d Bn, 6 Inf . -26th Armd. Br;gade (Bri
S . 27 FA Bn. , RS ‘Co," 66th Cav
68 FA Bn 3 S 1 Co, 86th bhemica
894 .70 . A B & D"Cos, ‘OSth AA
€01 1D (-u Co) o .- 34th FLBa B
D Co, .16 Engr 60th FA Bn 4

GS,GS 4227 * gheets 10,11,13,14 - Scale; 1/200,000.

'a. §See Intelligence Summary.

b. (1) Forces of the British 6th Armd Div and the 34th Inf Div held
® position at SBIBA, end the passes at 0-1905 and at T-1590; the pes
Northwest of KASSERINE is the only one available to the enemy.

(2) Forces of the lst Inf Div and French troops under General Welwart
hold the DERNIA position and the pass South of EL MA EL ABI(D; part of
the 1s% Inf Div made a successful attack East from a point near S-7574 in
the afternoon of February 22.

The lst Armd Div (less detachments) with attached troops will hold the
enemy South of the general line DJ HAINRA ~ THALA, covering the left

2d Bn, 16 Inf 84th" FA Bn
3d Bn, 39 Inf
16 Guns, 443 A4

8 Inf (-2 & 3 Bos) 26 Inf (-2d & 3d Bus)
X Bn, 13 AR : '~ 3d Bn, 6th Inf
A g% gi' lgtgtAR) : : 16th Engr (-4,C, & D Cos)
A Co, . 56 th Engr Frov. Bn, 1 AR
701 TD

16 Guns, 443 £A

NOTE: The dispositions indicated above will be checked for accuracy, and repoft:

3.

‘and DJ BL ATROUS to cover the left f'luank of the Division, and will reconnoite:

of error made to Division Headquarters.

a. The 81 Rcn Bn will operate initially in the gap between DJ BOU XL HANEEHE

through the pass East of DJ EL ATROUS to establish contact with the snemy. -

Inclosvre no,



~  ASHAGIEp

81 Ren Bn will shift its main forces into the latter pass, on Division
order, if that pass is reported clear.

b. C(C 3 will execute the Division mission within the zone:
T West Boundary: REKKARIA (incl) - ridge top of DJ ES SIF to point 1116
road=%frail junction at S-8379 (incl)

Bast Boundary: DJ EZ ZABA (N-3314) - DJ DWILES (T-0535).

¢c. The 26th Armd Brig (reinf) will execute the Division mission within
the zone:
Wast Boundarys Rallroad line (actual) RAIDRA -~ XASSERINE (incl)
-East Boundary: DJ EZ ZABA (N-9914) - DJ DOJLEB (T-0588).

‘d. CC A will remain in Division Reserve in general area East of HAIDRA.
Tt will institute route reconnaissance to enable it to reinforce the
positions either of CC B or the 26th Armd Rrigade, if that action be
ordered. It will maintain all elements of the ocommand in positions
pernitting them to ‘be moved East or West. It will anticipate and
formulate plans for a counterattack through the THALA or DJ HAINRA
position.

e. “The 16th Engr Bn (-det) will continue necessary maintenance on the
Toad EAIDRA - DJ HAINRA, and will conduct route reconnaissance within

the zone; DJ HAINRA - THALA - TADJEROUINE - KALAAT ES SENAM - EL MERIDJ
- MORSOTT - TEBESSA.

f;ﬁ{Oﬁher elements of the Division Reserve will remain in present areas
Fast: of HAIDRA,‘reorganizing and awaiting orders.

: 1) All elements of the Division will fully inform persomnel of the
“existing situation, to permit intelligent action by all ranks. -Action
_will be tendoious, ‘and harassing. Through aggressive action, night and
.-day, .the. -enemy armor and persomnel will be waylald or approached ty
- atealth, and destroyed. Great emphasis will be placed on the use of -
. sticky bambs and "Molotov Cocktails" to inflict the maximum losses upon <
~the enemy - OQur armor must be so utilized as to inflict damaging losses
et malnfaln itself at effective fightiny strength. It must be 61ven
-~,adequa+e artillery support.
-{2) . A strong counter offensive (on Division order) ‘to destroy the
enemy North of the bottleneck of the KASSERINE pass must be kept in mind.

TR AT T, | me T

JATHONY TVNOILVN 3HL 1V 030N00YdIN S

L T

SQe Admlnistrat;ve Order Number Oe

- Command Posts

‘o TTRFEd DIV g N-6109 L
CLCCA s to be reported ' : S T
CcC B s S-6684 S
26 Armd Brigade: THALA '

81 Rcu Bn 3 to be reported

ORLANDO WARD

e s - A
4 Tilis Curd Commanding.

...Au;’g_l Lc [JUHLMJA-JJ UI %

IR

wmd 3or, G. S. L.,
assb, 4. C. of L., G-3.




HEADQUARTHERS IST ARMORED DIVISION
A.P.0. 261 o/o Postmaster
New York City, N.Y.

23 February 1943.

OPERATIONAL INSTRUCTION

e’ o s

NUHBER- ® o e ¢ & ¢ o 6

l. CC "s" will be prepared to execute with a striking foroe, consisting
of purely combat elements of Hq CC "A", 3d Bun, 13 AR (-2 Cos), lst Bn, 13 AR,
701 TD Bn, lst Bn, 6 Inf and 91 FA Bn, each of the following missions upon
receipt of the message "Exeoute Plan A" or "Execute Plan B".

2. PLAN "A"g

A counterattack by CC "A" to supplement the efforts of the 26th Armd
Brig at THALA. Approach should be made rapidly via the quickest route, and
(ascording to a hasty reconnaissance) must bottleneck through THALA. Further
reconnaissance and liaison with the 26 Armd Brig will be made to determine best .
route and direction. Brig Nicholson will take over command of both foroes in the
event of such commitment of CC "A". SRR o5

3. PLAN "B"s

A counterattack by CC "A" to supplement the efforts of CC "B" in the
vicinity of DJ EAINRA. The approach should be made rapidly via the quickest
rcute. Reconnaissance and liaison with CG, CC "B" will be made to determine’
route and direction of attack. This action, if ordered, will be coordinated: by
CE, 1 AD. .

\

4., The enemy situetion mey rojuire that a reenforcemont of a defensive
line (placing tanks in hull down firing positions) be effected, rather than -
a counterattack. Such action will be additionally ocantemplated by commanders:
concerned. : : R

ORLANDO WARD
Major Genersl, U.§. Army
Commandinge

a vl va £
% - &M
u—"‘.,

JOUS ST T U I VRIS )
R ' - .
WO 0T, . e uey

o~

A58 . a. L. DI oL




Field Order: Dictated by General Harmon, 1640 hrs., ?ébruary 24, 1943,

Howze Plan will be executed 0630 hrs., tomorrow, 25 February,

1943. The limit of artillery fire to the left for the lst Armored
Division and to the right for the 6th Armored Division will be the
wadl that goes through Kasserinme Pass. Artillery fire to the left of
the wadi only on call from the 6th Armored Divisiom. The lst Armored
Division will send an artillery liaisom officer with radio to THALA
AT once to report to the Commanding Gemeral, 6th Armored Division;'
Attack must be made on time. High groumd over-looking the Pass will
be the objéctive of both Divisioms. Corps artillery will furnish
supporting fires to be coordinated by Force Commander and artillery
officer, II Corps. Air support will be furmished By Corps. When

position is captured the high ground over-lookinmg the Pass will be

organized for defemse by the combat team from the lst Infantry

Division making the gttack. The attack will be made primarily by
infemtry and supporting artillery. The artillery of the 9th Divisiom
uader Gem. Irwin is attached to the 6th A;mored Division for tne attack.
Théso battalions will be in the British sector under their control but
suppprting fire for the Amqrican force may bélcalled for through th&

artillery liaison officer with the 6th Armored Divisiom. Recomnaissance

B Wt ool sz S Uil R P A AVt (s oy ot

after the Pass is captured and the mines cleared will be pushed by the

"'s_amn:mv IYNOILVYN 3HL 1Y 03DN00Nd3

1st Armored Divisiom to Kasserine then south to Feriana. Reconnaissence

from 6th Armored Divisiom will be pushod‘through Kasserime north to

Sbiba.

E. H. HARMON
iaj. Gen., U.S.A.
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IADQUARLKKS TORSAL COMMASD ~5 " - R N

‘* Y\ LT APO 251-- U\ 8. Army L ; Lt
' ' In the Field o
OPERA.T
I0NS® BEPORT ; 1 ¥arch 1943
BAHIRET FOUSSAM VALLEY B -
égi;g?‘h&‘;%\m 20 February 1943 to 25 February 1943
w

le 20.February 1943; At about 1030 hrs the Commanding C-enera.l recgiud
from the 1lst Armored Pivision orders that he was to move his command without\
‘deolay to TEAILA by way of TEBESSA - HAIDRA, where he would assume command’of
all troops defanding the KASSERINE Pass. At this time many officers of all
units and of the C/C "B™ gtaff were reconnoitering terrain to be traveraed
cags the comnand were to act in.accordance with plans issued by the CG, "l L.D.
The command moved at 1300, precesded by the CG party. s
At about 1600 hrs the CG mst Gen Fredendull about 4 miles south of THALA
on the TFAIA - KASSERINE road. He was there informed that the enemy had broken
through the EASSERIZE Pass and was pushing.to the north on THALA, west toward
TEREGSA. Our forces were in retreat up both avenues. C/C B was ordered to
move southeast from HAIDRA, secure the passes of Dj el EAINRA, assume command -
of all U.S. troops southwest of OUED EL FATAB in the FOUSSANA Valley, stop-ad-
vance of the enemy into that sector, drlve him out of the walley and rosto,re ’
our position in the KASSERIHE pass.
That part of the command which had passed EAIDRA counter-marched and mn‘b
_into assezbly areas about 1 mile southeast of HAIDRA. Unit C.0.'s were called
to the CP which had been sstablished at 1725 hrs just south of HAIDRA, advised
. of the new situation and ordered into assembly positions shown on ovsrlay.jl.
Units closed in these aress by 2400 hrs. 1 heavy section of ths 60lst TD Bn
was attached to the 27th FA Bn, The Reconnaissance Co, and the remaining heavy
guns of the 60lst TD Bn were attached to the 2nd Bn, 13th AR.

The C.0., 60lgt TD Bn, was charged with establishing a straggler line along™
the norbh - south road just east of Dj el HAINRA 4nd all available gtaff of-
ficers of the command wsre ordered out to contact, assemble and help reorganize

’ units retreating from thé KASSERINE Pass.
¥ At 2300 hrs, CG and S~3 left the CP to meet Brig Nicholson, Brltlsh Gth
S hrmd Div, under whose command C/C B was. 'l:q opsrate. :

Cperoq poz

/7

e

i

2. 21 February 1943, The CG and the S-3 met Brig L'cNa.’b’b the BGS of lat
Army, and the CG, 26th Armd Br1§ in the TEALA Post Office at 0200 hrs. In the
absencs of the commander, Brig Hicholson, it was agreed byapartiss to the con-
ference that 26th Armd Brig, moving south from TRALA and C/C B, moving south-
east from vicinity Dj el HAINRA, would advance toward the KASSERINE Pass if
possitle with infantry elements, but would not commit the armor in either sector.
Brig licNabb stated that IX Corps would be informed that it must coordinate the
action. The conference was concluded and the CG dmparted for the CP Just south
of HAIDRA,
By 0600 hrs, the 60lst TD Bn, lsss destachments, had commenced foodim* re~-
grouped stragglers just west of the Pass at S=-7088. Units which were boing ’
= - reassambled at thig time included the 3rd Bn, 39th Inf, the .1t Bn, 26 CT, the
. 894th TD Bn (almost entirely intact), very small groups of the 19th EngrsBn,
e and the 33rd FA Bn. Personnel 5th TD Bn, supposedly in the ares,
weres never contacted.
At 1500 hrs, the C.O.

' _ADgu_]_.G‘bh Engrs attached,

cro-g9o -

, with the 3rd Bn, 39th Inf, Co <7 .
so of the pmsses at S-6784, oAl
| Y




S-7088 and S-7384. Theeo passes ware completely organized for dofan-o byu2400.
hrs, except that the northern-most pass had not been minsd due to a xhortago of
mines and wire, then on order.
At 1530, the 2nd Bn, 13th AR (plus detachments) which had then pic}md
up ths remasindsr of ®"I"™ Company, 13th AR, was attacked by approximately 20
eremy tanks, followed by lorried infantry. This attack was repulsed with a
loss to the enemy of 10 tanks and 10 other vehicles and an unknown number -of -
infantry. We had no losses. The 27th FA Bn, which was supporting the stank
battalion, was dive-bomlyed at 1630 hrs by 10 Stukag and suffered. 9 cagsualties;
1 H/T destroysd. The enemy retired at about 1800 hrs.
At about 1600 hrs 68th Armd FA arrived in the area just west of the PES’S
at $-7088 to operate under this command,
_ Sometime during the afternocon, the CG was informed by II Corps-that the #nd
Bn of the 16th Inf, then in the area S=7274, was under his command. It was
then learnsd that the 33rd and the 7th FA Bns were near that Bn and in support
of it, but it was never clear under whose fommand these FA Bns would opsrate. i
At about 1400 hrs, the 2nd Bn, 6th Inf, was ordered to work its wey south |
along ths eastern slopes of Dj el BAILNRA to the vicinity of the pass at S~7475
with the view to later covering the right flank of the 2nd Bn, 13th AR-in sub-
sequent advances down the valley. ‘At 1800 hrs the 2nd Bn, 16th Inf was ordersd
to displace to the SBE to cover the passes at §~7473 and 3-8070 and to patrol
to the east toward the pass. At 2400 hrs the comcend was disposed as shown
on overlay #2. Co G, 13th AR, joined the command late in the afternoon.

3. 22 February 1943. 2nd Bn 13th AR reported enery burning wehicles and
apearantly planning to withdraw 0050 hrs. Ths 2nd Bn, 6tk Inf and 2nd Bn, 16th
Inf were ordered to patrol actively to ftheir fromt., No contact was gained with -
the enemy. At 0655 hrs the 2nd Bn 6th Inf end the 2nd Bn, 16th Inf with the 33rd
FA Bn in front of it were attacked by an estimated force of 1 Bn of tanks and 1
Regt of Inf supported by arty wup to 155mm ca. Enemy tanks did not close, but
attacked by fire only. 1 Biry of the 33rd FA Bn was captured, penetration was
made between the 2 Inf Bns and the left of the 2nd Zn, 6th Inf was threstened
wnzn ths CG sent Co "G", 13th AR, to support the latter Bn. The 2nd Bn of the
13th AR was not employed since it was facing a tank force approximately equal
to it in size. By 1200 hrs the esnemy atteck seemed to have slowed down consid=~
srably and by 1400 krs it hed been so stopped that the 2nd Bn, 6th Inf, was able
tc counterettack, restore 1ts position and rscenture the equipment of otry C
of the 33rd FA Zn.

Commm+ncing at 0700 hrw the 2nd Bn, 13th AR, was taken undsr fire by a con-
tinuous but ineffective enemy artillery. During the counterattack of the 2nd
Bn, 8th Inf,, the 2nd En, 13th AR wes eble to disorzanize and capture snemy
infantry which were driven toward its position. Ovsr 200 prisoners were taken.
Throughout -the day, the 2%th FA, although not in direct supporti of the 2nd Bn,
6tL Inf, fired ovar 2000 rounds on targets of opportunity which presemted them-
selves in front of tie Inf Bn. Tha repulso of the enemy was in great part

unit was tenking charge
thet its CP was moving




(Par 3, 22 FEB 43 contd)
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ziven s an Bast - West line through DJ EL SIF to cross-roads’i (SS \7
mid-afternoon, the lst 3n., of the 16th CT without our knowlsdge moved into Yeasses
at S-6884 and S-7088 with orders from CG, lst Infi Div. to defend them. Accordingly
3rd Bn., 39th Inf, was ordered to move to defend the passes at S-7393 amd 5-7695.
Occupation of the pasees was completsd by both Bns by 2400 hrs. Co "D" 16th Engrs,
completed mining of pass at S-7393 at 1800 hrs. Uispositions of troops are as
shown on overlay #3, :

4., 23 February 1943. 2nd In, 13th AR moved at daybreak to occupy positions
in wadil at 5-7582. At 1100 hrs ons Co of tanks mads a reconnaissance in force
to the viciaity of S-7880. No enemy encountered. At 1700 hrs the Bn completed
.an ordered move to a position in the vicinity of S-8378. The 27th and 68th Armd
¥4 Bns moved up behind it. Mo enemy et encountersd. Rcn Co reconnoitered as
far ezst as vzrtical 85 - no eneny contact. ‘ .

At 0935 the 2nd Bn, 6th Inf, assembled in the vieinity of S-7180. %he 16th
CT was udvised to fill ths gap thus cPeated on its front. At this point no sat-
isfactery communication had as yet been established with the 2nd En, 16th CT, which
was upder our command in the sscter of the lst Inf Div. Just after dark, the 2nd
En of the 12th AR dropped back ahout 1 mile to biwouac for the night.

During this night the RAF bombed FKASSERIVE intermittently.

The 16th CT ceme under our command at 2200 hrs.

At about 1100 the 894th TD Bn was ordered to assemble in rear of the ‘m ss
at S-7088 and to send light patrols to the north to the area south and west
of THATA, “he balance of the Bn when assembled was to move to the right flank.
of the 2nd En, 13th AR and push rcn toward th= KASSERIIE Pass along the northern
slopes of Dj CEAVBI.

Raports had been received starting before dewn that the onemy occupisd
THALA or that the 6 A.D. was defending along a ncrhhzast - southwest line
about four miles south of TFALA, thereby encountering our left flank.

for dispositions of tre com:and as of 2800 hrs, see overlay #4.

ihe results of our operations this date; None.

T D + gbout 0300 krs, CG, lst AD, arrived at our CP and informdd the CG
that the command had the mission of driving the enemy from the valley, destroy-
ing as much of him as possible and re-capturing ths KASSERI B Pass. The attack
wae tc be coorinated with the 26th Armd orig, moving south from THALA by ¥aj
Gan Harmon, Deputy Comander of the II Corps. The enemy had aspparantly with-
drawn from before TrALA, ani ouwr left sesmed securs. :
The CG, C/C B, submitted a plan for the tapture of the Pass which was later
adopted by the Dsputy Cormmander. The plan provided for infantry to work onto both
shoulders of the Pas: from the north and wzst, the infantry to be clésely fol-
lowsd by a tank - artillery team -- C/C B moving from the west, 6 AD from the north.
The 2nd bn, 13th AR, with 6pe“GBmpany of Infantry attached, closely supported
by the 27th and 68th FA Bns moved forward towards the rzASSEXINE Pess at daylight.
“he 60lst TD Bn (less Co "C®") with C £ the 13th AR attached, mowed to the
norty =ide of CUED EL FATAB just ht and from the vicinity of S-
8078 noved forward at dawn, prot ank of the 2nd Bn, 13th Ar
and sending reconnaissance t The 89%94th TD Bn was on the
right flank of the 2nd Bn, 13t t 1000 hrs, the Ren Co of

tne 8%4th TD br gng of the 13t contact at a point orne
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mile west of the HASSIEXIRE Pass. At 1400 hrs 2ad bn, 13th AR, received artil-
igry fire in the vicinidy of $-8776. At thet time, orders wsre issued for
units to advance to positions as shown on overlay #5. <The 2nd En, 6th Armd
Inf wes to secure a line of departure for the 16th CT as shown on the) over-
lay. Cormencing at dark, the 16th CT be an muvenent to position as g3own on
trat overlay, end by 2400 hrs, all ttroops wers in position as shown on over-
ley #5. .

During the late efternoon, Frovisional Inf, detachments organizsd from the
894th TD by by its C.0., had worked its way SW of Dj SL AGAB tcwards D CHAMEI,
wiere it came under mortar and machine gun fire. 4t is belisved that the fire
tils detachment returned nad driven tl.2 rear elemsnts of the enery off the
SW shoulder of the FASSE-IYE Pass, by 2000 hrs. This was not known until the
following -ay, becauss of lack of cowmunication with that detachment. -

-~

6. 25 February 1943. rollowing a 16 - oinutes artiliery preparation,
tre 16ty CT attacked at 0630 to seize and s:cure tre SW shoulder of tle IAS-
S3UINE Fess. Yo znewy was contacted. 'ty 1030 hrs the 2ud br, 13th AX, reached

WY south of the Fass and Co D", 16th Engrs, noved forward totezin removing

mines at that time. Idnes in tnv Dpass were removed by 1400 and the rogd-clear-
ed to ¥ASSZZIE »y:1800. Ren Co, 12tk AR, reached FASSEZI!E et 1800.  “he B8%4th
TD Bn, with the 2nd bn, 6th Inf atisched, outposted tl= 16th CL with shall

. owi
elements of each arm in the ¥wicinfity of KASSERINE, 4he 16th CT commenced Ren
wE

the Guards' BErigade, from their positions et devlight of the 26th February.

7. in conclusion, it is felt that the atteck (which was ementually leunch-
ed in the air) could have met ths enemy successfully had more infzntry been as-
signed to C/C 3 sooner and bad ils left flank been s cured by more vigorcus
action by the 6 AD south of TTLALA. “anks and artillery with littde infantry
cannot maintein contact in close terrain, espe€ially at =night. ‘

F. il. RC3iiETT,
=rig Yen, Cubt Cm.c "B",
Comrending.
@szﬂlﬁ, ,
SDWLN Ae BUSSELL, jr,
iz, Col{, Cav.,
S"‘sv
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A Factual Summary of the Combat Operations of
the Ist Infantry Division in North Africa and Sic-
ily During World War II (Extract)



6. Lessons learned from the ORAN Operation

Immediately following the French sumrender at ORAN, Intensive efforts were made, by the Division,
to correct the deficiencies noted in that operation.

The use of night maneuver and night combat. A severe setback had been suffered by the 18th
Infantry Regiment, during its initial attack against ST. CLOUD, on 8-9 Nov. Their initial attacks had
bogged down, and considerable casualties had been Incurred This {mpasse was due to a lack of accurate
preliminary reconnaissance and a lack of maneuverability by the assault battalions. However, this grave
deficiency was corrected by the 18th Infantry Regiment, on the battle-fleld, on the night of 8-10 Nov.,
'42, by the following measures:

The 1st Battalion was held to conta{n the enemy forces at ST. CLOUD.

The 2nd and 3rd Battallons were withdrawn to bypass ST. CLOUD under cover of darkness; and
by night maneuver were directed on to thelr assigned locations, for the assault on ORAN, early on 10
November.

After seelng the resulis of this particular night maneuver, the 1st Infantry Division had become
completely sold on the results that might be attained, by the skiliful use of night maneuver and night
attacks.

This nfght maneuver at ORAN was the fore-runner of many boldly executed night attacks,launched
later, durlng the hard fought campaigns agalnst the Germans in TUNISIA and later in SICILY. The
German Panzer Divisions leamed to fear the dreaded night attacks of the 1st Infantry Diviston, which
{nvariably resulted {n max{mum damage to the enemy, and quick tactical success for the 1st Division.

II. THE INITIAL COMBAT OPEilATIONS IN TUNISIA

1. Detachment of 1st Division Units to TUNISIA.

Hardly had the 1st Division regrouped and reorganized, after the surrender of the French forces at
CPAN, on 10 Nov., ‘42, when varfouvs units of the Diviston wers haaitly detached fnto TUNISIA. This
was done, as an emergency measure, on orders of the Allfed High Command, to bolster the Allied
defenses against the rapld German bulld-up on the Eastern front. These early troop movements were &3
follows:

The 3rd Battalfon, 26th Infantry, Lt. Col. John W. Bowen, Comdg., left by transport planes
and gliders, on 15 Nov , '42, to outpost the southem approaches to the ATLAS Mountains, in the GAFSA
area In Southem TUNISIA.

The 18th Infantry Regiment, Col. Frank Greer, Comdg., the 32nd Field Artllery Battalion,
and the Sth Fleld Ardllery Battalion Ieft later in November '42, to reinforce the Brit{sh V Corps, then
fighting against heavy odds {n Northern TUNISIA.

The 26th Infantry Regiment, Col. Alec. Stark, Comdg., (less the 3rd Battalion - already
detached) together with the 33rd Field Art{llery Battallon, left early in Jan. "43, to joln the American
o Cofps, in Southern TUNISIA.

The detachment of these 1st Division Units, to varfous Allied Task Forces, then operating inder
American, Britsh and French command, {n Eastern TUNISIA, was 2 matter of grave concern to 1st Division



Headquarters, still located back In ORAN. It was reported that the Divisfon Commander of the 1st Infantry
Division had inquited at the Allied Force General Headquarters, at ALGIERS, as to “Whether or not this
was a private War? Or, could any Son-of-a-gun get fnto 117~

Finally on 18 Jan. '43, the remainder of the 1st Infantry Division, together with Division Headquarters,
was ordered {nto general reserve in Central TUNISIA. Later on 27 Jan. "43, the 1st Infantry Division (less
1ts detached elements) took over & combined American-French Sector, in the OUSELLTIA VALLEY, {n
Central TUNISIA.

. THE ROLE OF THE 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION IN THE DEFENSE AGAINST THE GERMAN
BREAK-THROUGH AT THE KASSERINE PASS (Sce Battle Map #2)

To visualize the role of the 1st Infantry Division, in {ts operations against the German break-through,
at the KASSERINE PASS, wlill require a brief explanation of these {tems, {n connection therewith.

The distribution o1 Allled Forces {n Eastem TUNISIA.

The location of unfts of the 1st Infantry Division (on all fronts).

The defensive set-up of the American II Corps, in Southern TUNISIA.
The German recapture of the FAID PASS, early in Feb., "43.

The German break-through at FAID PASS, 14 Feb., '43.

The German break-through at the KASSERINE PASS, 21 Feb., '43.
The later Allied counter-attack.

1. The Distribution of Alled Troops in Eastern TUNISIA, as of 1 Feb., "43.

The Northern Tunisian Sector was basically a British Sector, under the British V Corps (Gen.
Allfrey, Comdg.). It had been reinforced, in Nov. and Dec. of "42, by detzched units from the American
1st Infantry Division and the American 1st Armored Division.

The Ceatral Tunislan Sector was pssically a French Secwor, nadet the French XIX Coips {Gen.
Koeltz, Comdg.). This Sector had been reinforced from time to time, by American Units from the 1st
Infantry Division, the 1st Armored Division and from the 34th Infantry Division. -

On 27 Jan. '43, elements of the 1st Infantry Division (under 1st Division command) took over the
critical OUSELLTIA VALLEY Sector, under the French XIX Corps, In Central TUNISIA. The 1st Infantry
Division was then temporarily reinforced by a French Groupment (including 6 French infantry battalions).

The Southern Tunisian Sector was basically an American Sector, under the American II Corps
(Gen. Fredenall, Comdg ). The troops, in this sector, had been gradually guilt up Into a heterogencous
group of Special Task Forces, as lsted below:

American Units
f e

26th Infantry Regiment (less the 2nd Battalion), of the 1st Infantry Division.

33rd Fleld Artillery Battalion, of the 1st Infantry Division.

168th Infantry Regiment, of the 34th Infantry Division.
9




The 1st Ranger Battalion (2 specially trafned unit of high combat value).

Combat Commands A~ and “C”, of the 1st Armored Division.

TFhe 19th Combat Engineer Battalion (& newly organized engineer unit).

Various Corps Artillery units.

Freuch Units

The French Constantine Division (Gen. Welvert, Comdg.) Made up of brave, willing soldiers,
but under strength and {11 equipped.

Brit{sh Units

The Derbyshire Yeomanry Reconnaissance Squadron (a well trained reconnaistance squadron -
Detached from the British 6th Armored Division).

NOTE: Other American and British Units attached l.at-er.

2. The Location of all Units of the 1st Infantry Division.

Although the units of the 1st Infantry Division were deployed on a wide front (under British, French
and American command - {n Northermn, Central and Southem TUNISIA) at the time of the German
break-through, at FAID PASS, it will be noted that eventually all units of the 1st Infantry Division were
later committed in Southern TUNISIA, against the German break-through forces. The actual location
of these 1st Division units, at the time of the German break-through, at FAID, on 14 Feb., "43, was as
follows:

1st Infantry Division Units in Northern TUNISIA. (then attached to the British V Corps)

18th Infantry Regiment
32nd Field Artillery Battalion

1st Infantry Division Units {n Central TUNISIA. (Then atiacned to the French XTX Corps)

1st Infantry Division Headquarters

Lst Infantry Division Special Troops

16th Infantry Regiment

2nd Battalion only (of 26th Infantry Regiment)

32nd Fleld Ardllery Battalion

Sth Fleld Art{llery Battalion (released from British V Corps - T Feb., 43,
1st Combat Engineer Battalion

1st Infantry Division Units in Southem TUNISIA (then attached to the American II Corps)

10



26th Infantry Regiment (less the 2nd Battalion)
33rd Field Artillery Battalion

3. Defeasive Set-up of the Amercan IT Corps, in Southem TUNISIA.

Importance of the FAID PASS

The Southern Tunisian Sector, assigned to the American II Corps, included a stretch of wild desert
country, covering a frontage of 200 miles. It was interspened with a series of precipitous mountain ridges,
extending from Northeast to Southwest. The FAID PASS (located in the north central portion of Southern
TUNISIA) provided the most practicable route of approach, through the south end of the GRAND DORSAL
Mountain Range. Control of this Pass was vitally important.

For the Allfes, their control of the Pass would deny the movement of German mechanized
forces into the western areas, of Southem TUNISIA.

For the Germans, thelr control of the Pass would provide the most feasible, direct route of .
approach for thelr mechanized forces, in thelr future plans for offensive action, which were based on
securing more maneuver space to the west. Additional maneuver space would be needed later by the
German Africa Corps, then withdrawing {n the East, towards TUNISIA, before the advancing British 8th
Army.

Early Operations in the FAID PASS

The tactical importance of the FAID PASS had been apparent, since Dec., ‘42, to the commanders
of the Allied Task Forces, who flrst operated in Southern TUNISIA. These early Task Force units
{ncluded: —

The 3rd Battalion, 26th Infantry Regiment, of the 1st Infantry Division, (Lt. Col. John Bowen,
Comdg.). This battalion was then based on GAFSA, with {nstructions to outpost the GAFSA-SENED
area, and to reconnofter east and northeast thereof.

Elements of the 2nd Battalion, 503rd Parachute Infantry Regiment (Lt. Col. Edson D. Raff,
Comdg.).

One Company of Tank Destroyer (commanded by Capt. Gilbert Ellman).

Detached Infantry - Artillery elements from the French Constantine Division, (Gen. Welvert,
Comdg.).

The strategic value of the FATD PASS seemed obvious to Raff and Bowen. $o, while acting on thefr
own {nftative {n that area, they decided to takes the place, for self-protection. With a makeshift Task
Force, made up from these units noted above, they took the Pass {n a surprise night attack, early in
Dec. '42.

Lt. Col. Raff then armanged with Gen. Welvert to garrison the Pass with elements of the French
Constantine Division; as it was necessary for Lt. Col. Bowen to return with his Battalfon to the GAFSA-
FERIANA area.

Had the Allled High Cornmand seen fit, at that time, to organize a strong defending force for the
for the FAID PASS, with adequate artillery and ant{-tank support, a great deal of their later difficuldes,
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at the time of the German break-through, might have been avolded.

4. Readjustment of American Forces, In Southern TUNISIA, prior to 14 Feb., °43.

Commencing in Jan. ‘43, the American units were gradually reinforced in Southern TUNISIA.

The remainder of the 26th Infantry Regimental Combat Team (less the 2nd Battalion, then in
Central TUNISIA), and with the 33rd Fileld Artiliery Battalion attached, arrived in that area late in Jan.
*43. It was placed inftially In a reserve position near SBEITLA (about 32 miies west of FAID PASS). At
this time, the 3rd Bartalion, 26th Infantry Regiment, was st{ll {in GAFSA.

Combat Command "A", of the 1st Armored Division, came into the area and occupied a
positon {n the SIDI BOU ZID area, west of the FAID PASS, in Jan. '43.

During this period, the 168th Infantry Regiment, of the 34th Infantry Division, was {n pos{tion
on the high ground, northwest of the FAID PASS.

§. Corps Status of the Soasthemn Tunisian Sector.

Major General Fredenall amived about 10 Jan., '43, established the Amerlcan II Corps CP at
TEBESSA, and assumed command of the II Corps Sector, in Southern TUNISIA.

During this interval, the G-2, of the American II Corps, predicted an all-out German attack against
the FAID PASS. And, Gen. Fredenall requested reinforcements and an opportunity to regroup the American
forces, in this sector, under better cohesion and control.

But the British 1st Army Headquarters (under which the Amerdcan I Corps operated) insisted that the
expected German main attack would be launched farther north, in the PICHON area, where it had come
before. Meanwhile, the actual ganison, of the FAID PASS, still consisted only of the same ¢lements of
the French Constantine Divisfon, which had taken over the defense of the Pass, early in December, ‘42,
after the Pasy had flrst been captured by the American Task Force. These French Troops were {11 equipped
to stop a determined German mechanized attack.

6. Recapture of the FAID PASS, by the Germans, early {n Feb. "43.

Followlng thelr recent feints further North, the German Pauzers wok a shatp creck at the Allled
south flank, {n an all-out attack against the FAID PASS, early in Feb. '43. This was in exact accordance
with the G-2 Intelligence Estimate, previously submitted by the G-2, of the American II Corps.

Smashing into the Pass with {nfantry, artillery and tanks, and a few 88's, the Germans were flnally
able to snatch the Pass from the French garrison (elements of the French Constantine Division). But this
was not accomplished until at least half of the gallant but {ll-equipped French troops were efther killed
or wounded,

An American counter-attack was launched early the next morning, -following the Genman capture of
the Pass, by the 26th Infantry Regimental Combat Team (less two battalions) and Combat Command ~A™,
of the 1st Armored Division. But the counter-attack was not successful. The Germans, having been
reinforced, were able to hold on, and retained complete control of the FAID PASS.

7, The German Break-Through Attack, at FAID PASS - 14 Feb., "43.

12



The Initial German Attack

The German break-through forces had apparently been strongly reinforced, following their capture
of the FAID PASS, early in Feb. ‘43. And, on 14 Feb., the German Panzers came bofling out of the
west end of the Pass, with a whip lash of tanks, guns and men, that set the American forces reeling
back behind the mountain passes at SBEITLA and KASSERINE (40 miles west of the FAID PASS).

Combat Command A" and Combat Command “C™ (of the American 1st Armored Division), then
located {n the SIDI BOU ZID area (10 miles west of the FAID PASS), caught the brunt of the German
break-through attack. Out-maneuvered, out-numbered and out-gunned, by the German Panzer Divi-
sions, they were badly mauled, and lost 54 tanks in this engagement. A side swipe, by these on-rushing
- German Panzers, also over-ran the 168th Infantry Regiment, of the American 34th Infantry Division,
then located north of SIDI BOU ZID.

Following their quick success at SIDI BOU ZID, the German Panzers were then well on thelr way to
SBEITLA and KASSERINE, just 30 miles further to the west. It then became necessary for the American
II Corps to take immediate steps to protect the mountain passes, through SBEITLA and KASSERINE, and
the passes west thereof, leading north to TEBESSA.

8. American Reinforcements from the North

When {t was flnally realized that the tremendous American supply base at TEBESSA was In grave
danger of being captured; and that the Germans very possibly could smash north through THALA, clear
to LE KEF, and thus threaten the right rear flank of the entire British 1st Army; then, finally, the
Headquarters of the British 15t Army saw fit to release additional reinforcements from the north, to
assist the hard pressed American I Corps. These {n{tial reinforcements included Combat Command "B~
(of the American 1st Armored Division), and the 18th Infantry Reglmental Combat Team (of the 13t
Infantry Division.

Combat Command "B~ (of the 1st Armored Division) (Col. Robinette, Comdg.) - on release
from the British V Corps, bofled down south, and by 16-17 Feb. was {n position, north of §BEITLA, to
cover the American withdrawal therefrom. It was later ordered further northwest, to help protect the
THALA area and the passes leading into TEBESSA, from the east.

The 18th Infantry Regimental Combat Team (of the 1st Infantry Division - with the &G
field Ardilery Bartalion atieched), Col. Greer, Comdg., ou telcate frem the Briush ¥V Corps, came
down from the north, on 17 Feb., to occupy a defenstve position, Just southwest of SEIBA, (24 miles,
north of SBEITLA). On 19 Feb. 43, {t repulsed several enemy armored-infantry attacks, in this ared,
after inflicting heavy losses on the enemy; and thus secured the left flank of the hard pressed American

IO Corps. )
19-21

9. The German Break-through at the KASSERINE PASS, Feb., '43.

The KASSERINE PASS provided the most favorable corridor of approach for the German Panzer
Units, in thetr advance north towsards the critlcal area near THALA (at the head of the KASSERINE
VALLEY). The KASSERINE PASS had been occupfed {nitially by the 19th Combat Engineer Regiment
(a regiment of Corps troops, which was new to combat). These defending troops were reinforced, and
the Pass was hastfly organfzed for defense on 18 Feb., under command of the Headquarters, of the 26th
Infantry Regimental Combat Team (Col. Alec Stark, Comdg.). In this hasty defensive organtzation,
the 19th Engineer Regiment occupled the west side of the Pass; and the 26th Infantry Regiment (less the
2nd and 3rd Batwaifons) occupled the east E of the Pass. The 33rd Fleld Artillery Battalion (Lt Col.
Verdf Barnes, Comdg.) was {n general support.
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The organization of this defensive position has hardly been started, on 19 Feh., ‘43, when the
Germans launched a probing attack. They later launched their maln attack, agaiost the Pass, early
on 20 Feb., and gained possession of the dominating heights ou the west flank. After bringing up thelr
88mm guns and mortars, the Germans then pl rced the %15 flank of the west sector (held by the 18th

Engineer gimem), and drgve on, thro 2l clp?
the Geunans over

During the nlgh! 20-21 Feb 4 -ran both positions, cleared the mine flelds, and
thelr tanks then started rolling up the KASSERINE VALLEY, early on 21 Feb. In the meantime, after
having incurred heavy losses, the surviving American defenders had been forced ta withdraw to the
north, under strong enemy pressure.

10. Addttional Allied Reinforcements (British)

Two additfonal tank regiments, of a British Armored Brigade, had been rushed down from the north,
on 19-20 Feb., to reinforce Combat Command B (of the 1st Armored Division), In the area near THALA.
This combined British-American Task Force was later driven back further north, behind THALA (the
northern exit of the KASSERINE VALLEY), by the heavier German tanks, and were belng hard pressed.
However, at that time, the Division Artillery, of the American 9th Infantry Division, had just amived
after a forced march of 750 miles, from SPANISH-MOROCCO. Thelr added artillery support sgved the
day for these Allled units, then holding the critical northern exit of the KASSERINE VALLEY (south of
THALA). :

11. Movement to Southem TUNISIA, by remainder of the 1st Infantry Division.

When the German offensive in Southern TUNISIA flrst started, the 1st Infantry Divisjon (less units
detached elsewhere) had been holding & sector {n the OUSSELTIA VALLEY, In Central TUNISIA, under
the French XIX Gorps. The units, under st Division command, fn this sector, then Included the
following:

1st Infantry Division Units

1st Infantry Division Headquarters

Division Special Troops

16th Infantry Regiment (Col. Fechet, Comdg.)

2nd Bawtellon, 26th Infantry Regiment (Lt Col. Beck, Ccmdg.)

1st Engineer Battalion (Lt Col. H. C. Rowland, Comdg.)

1st Divisfon Ardllery, to include -
5th Field Artillery Battalionr (Lt Col. Tyson, Comdg.)
Tth Field Artiliery Battalion (Lt Col. Geo. Gibb, Comdg.)

French Units temporarily attached to 1st Infantry Div.

French Groupment, to {nclude:
8 Infantry Battalions
1 Field Ardllery Battalion
Signal Company

At this time, the 1st Infantry Division Headquarters had close working relations with Gen. Koeltz,
the Commanding General, of the French Il Corps. Oua 18 Feb., '43, the foliowing radfo telegraph
message was recelved, by the Comdg. General, of the 1st Infantry Division, at his OUSSELTIA VALLEY
CP - Quote:
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Feb. 18, '43. Koeltz to Allen: ~“Thisis a waming, General Andmon'\hu just {ssued a directive
to Colonel Fechets' Regiment (the 16th Infantry Regiment) to go to Fredenall as soon as possible.
(Referring to Gen. Fredenall, C.O. of American IT Corps).

It was then urgently requested by Gen. Allen that this reinforcement to the II Corps, be provided
on a divisional basts, imtead of sending the 16th Infanury Regiment down (merely as another Task Force

compornent).

Gen. Koeltz was requested by Gen. Allen to arrange for the movement of all avatlable combat ele-
ments, of the 1st Infantry Division, to go as a unft, under 1st Division Command, to support the Amerf-
can Il Corps, in Southem TUNISIA. Shortly thereafter, it happened that all available combat unfts of
the 1st Infantry Division were ordered to move without delay, (under 1st Divisfon control), to support the
Amedcan II Corps. The 2nd Battallon of the 26th Infantry Regiment and the 5th Fleld Ardllery Batta-
Hon were left behind as a nucleus for the Incoming French units, detsiled to take over the OUSSELTIA
VALLEY Sector, which was to be vacated by the 1st Infantry Division. The OUSSELTIA VALLEY sector
was 80 miles NW of THALA.

An advance detail from the 1st Infantry Division, to Include the Division Commander, the Division
G-2 (Lt. Col. R. W. Porter), the Assistant Division G -4 (Major Donald Curtfs), and Assistant Division
G-3, and several laison offlcers, left the QUSSELTIA VALLEY at dusk, on 18 Feb., to contact the
Headquarters of the II Corps, In the HAIDRA -TEBESSA area, {n Southern TUNISIA .

While enroute by motor to TEBESSA, early on 19 Feb., '43, the Advance Command Group, of the
1st Division, met Gen. Fredenall (C.G. of the Amerfcan II Corps) with his aides, on the road {n motors,
near HAIDRA (24 miles northeast of TEBESSA). Gen. Fredenall was cheerful and optimistic. He out-
lined the latest developments at the KASSERINE PASS; and stated that the 1st Division must be prepared
to counter-attack where needed. He directed that the 1st Division make early contacts with Gen. Welvert
(C.G. of the French Constantine Division, then located south of TEBESSA), and have him coordinate
his efforts with the 1st Diviston.

The 1st Division Artlllery Commander, Gen. Clft Andrus, completed the tum-over of the lst
Division Sector, in the OUSSELTIA VALLEY, to the incoming French unfts, on 19 Feb.; and then
followed {mmediately thereafter with the designated combat units of the Division, to an assembly area,
southeast of TEBESSA, {n Southemn TUNISIA.

12. Combat preparations {nitiated by the 1st Infantry Division.

Assembly areas were indicated for the incoming 1st Division Units, near BOU CHEBKA, west of the
KASSERINE PASS VALLEY.

That evening, on 18 Feb., the C.G. of the 1st Infanury Division contacted the rear CP of the 33td
Fleld Arillery Battalion, then in direct support of the American units, defending the KASSERINE PASS.
This CP was operated by Capt. Theodore Crocker, $-3 of the 33rd Field Artillery Battalfon. Crocker
was not particularly worrled, now that the remaining 1st Division units were on the way. He was a
unique type of combat soldier, and quite & “rustier”. He even produced Gen. Welvert (C.G. of the
French Constantine Diviston), 41 2:00 AM, on the moming of 20 Feb.

Gen Welvert was a gallant old soldler. But, having had 10-15 years service, as & Major General,
in the French Army, he was very jealous of his prerogatives. He was not too sure but that he might be
"Having his leg pulled”. But he flnally offered to have the French Constantine Division cooperate " full
out”, with the 1st Division.
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During the night of 19-20 Feb., the remaining elements of the 1st Infantry Division (Inciuding the
Division Special Troops, the 16th Infantry chimen’{\, the Tth Fleld Artllery Battalion, and the 1st Engi-
neer Battalion) rolled into their assembly areas near BOU CHEBKA, west of the KASSERINE PASS VALLEY .

13. Counter-Attack Orders, issued by the 1st Infantry Division.

Lage on 20 Feb., waming orders were received, by the 1st Division, from the II Corps, to be pre-
pared, at daylight, on 21 Feb., to block the north exit of the KASSERINE PASS VALLEY, and to counter-
attack, from positions west of the KASSERINE PASS VALLEY, against any German forces advancing
north up the Valley. Orders were then {ssued by the 1st Division, as follows:

To have the 16th Infantry Regiment (Col. Fechet, Comdg.) place one battalion, with ant{-
tank weapons attached, in position on the DJEBEL HAMRA (north of BOU CHEBKA), prepared to block
any continued German armored advance, up the KASSERINE VALLEY to the porthwest, towards HAIDRA,
or through the Pass, i{n that area, leading directly west into TEBESSA.

To have the 16th Infantry Regiment counter-attack with {ts two remaining battalions, from the
west, against the left (west) flank of any German {nfantry forces, that may advance up the KASSERINE
VALLEY, to the north.

To have the Tth Field Artillery Battalion operate in general support.

To have the 1st Engineer Battalion alerted in Division reserve.

14. Limit of the German break-through up the KASSERINE VALLEY .

After the Germans had finally over-run both flanks of the KASSERINE PASS defensive positlon (on
the night of 20-21 Feb.), the German heavy tanks then started rolling north, up the KASSERINE VALLEY,
early on 21 Feb., followed by the German {nfantry units. In the meantime, the surviving American
defenders had withdrawn to the north, towards THALA, under heavy enemy pressure.

The Bdtish had rushed in thefr lighter tanks (from the THALA area) very early on 21 Feb., to support
the hard pressed American units, In the Pass. But these British tanks were little match for the heavier
German “Tiger” Tanks. Driven back close to THALA, (near the northem exit of the KASSERINE VALLEY),
the Bl winlka were flnelly abis to hold in that ares, unde: the close support of the newly anived
Amercan artillery units, and Combat Command "B" of the US 1st Armored Division.

At this time, early on'21 Feb., ‘43, the German Panzers had reached the furthest northern Umfcs,
of their hard fought drive from the south. After thefr {nitial success at FAID, SIDI BOU ZID, and
SBEITLA, and finally in their break-through at the KASSERINE PASS, the Germans were now over-exiended,
and were “Rlding for a fall.* The Allled final line of defense, protecting the northem exits of the
KASSERINE VALLEY, had to be held, at all cost.

Both sides were "wobbly and punch drunk.~ But, the Allies still had one ~Ace left {n the hole.”
The last remaining elements of the 1st Infantry Division, had come down from the north, under Division
control, and were all set to counter-attack.

15. Launching of the 1st Divislon Counter-Attack.

This was the picture, when the newly amived 1st Division units carae in at daylight, 21 Feb. 43,
to counter-attack.
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The 3rd Battalion, of the 16th Infantry Regiment, Lt. Col. Mathews, Comdg., with special
antd -tank weapons attached, was located on the DJEBEL HAMRA (10 miles south of HAIDRA), prepared
to block the northwest exit of the KASSERINE VALLEY, and to protect the mountain pass, leading west
to TEBESSA.

The 1st and 2nd Battalions (Lt. Col. Cunningham and Lt. Col. Crawford, Comgd.), of the
16th Infantry Regiment, from positions west of the KASSERINE VALLEY, had gained early contact with
the German follow-up {nfantry units, and attacked aggressively, at daylight, on 21 Feb. After considera-
ble close-in hard fighting, the German infantry units attempted to with-draw to the north, under close
pressure from the west, by the 16th Infantry assault battalions. But these German units incurred heavy
casualtfes when they found escape in that direction cut-off by the British and American tanks (with
close-{n art{llery support - located south of THALA).

The Tth Fleld Artlllery, Lt. Col. George Gibb, Comdg., of the 1st Division Ardllery, was
in close support of the 16th Infantry units, during this operation.

Allled Alr Support was tremendously helpful at this ime. American and British bombers
joined in aserles of highly effective sorties, on the aftemoon of 21 Feb., against the German tanks and
guns, which were then jammed-up “bumper to bumper”, in their hurry to escape being bottled up in ’
the KASSERINE VALLEY .

16. The German Withdrawal.

Once the German withdrawal to the south had started, their evacuatfon of the KASSERINE VALLEY
was conducted with remarkable celerity. The lack of any pre-planning for an organized direct pursult,
had delayed the regrouping of any mobile II Corps troops, for a quick, direct pursuit.

Thus, contact with the retreating German forces was lost, and their withdrawal to the south was
effected without serfous hindrance. A few days later, close contact was regained with the German units,
further south, at the same old stands, at GAFSA, MAKNASSY, FAID and PICHON. '

The German High Command had "Shot the Works”, in an all-out effort to seize the initlatlve. But,
from that time on, the end {n TUNISIA, was {nevitable; although the fighting became even more severe,
before the Allles had won the final victory in TUNISIA, on 13 May, 1943.

17. anmmation of the Combat Operetions (Leading up to and foilowing the KASSERINE PAES
'p L. § 1P ng : s

Brcak—thmugh)

To present a clear picture of the entire KASSERINE PASS Operation, there is {ncluded herein 2
terrain analysis of that general area, and a chronological listing of the combat operations connected
therewith. :

Terrain Analysis (See Battle Map #2)

The Southern Tunisian Sector included a wild desert area, covering a frontage of 200 miles, inter-
spersed with a serles of precipitous mountain ridges. The FAID PASS (located In the north central part
of that area) provided the only feastble route, through the south end of the GRAND DORSAL Mountain
Range. Control of this Pass was vitally {important, both to the Germans and to the Allfes.

From FAID (near the west exit of the Pass), {t was 10 miles due west, to SIDI BOU ZID; and thence
32 miles northwest, to SBEITLA. From SBEITLA {t was 26 miles north (through the SBEITLA Pass) to SEIBA.
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The road function at SBIBA controlled the main eastern highway leading 44 miles further north to LE
KEF; it also controlled the road leading 20 miles west to THALA.

The cross-road center, at THALA, controlled the western highway, leading 46 miles north to LE
LEF, and a road leading 32 miles west (through HAIDRA) to TEBESSA (the location of the huge American

supply dumps).

The pass at KASSERINE (16 miles west of SBEITLA) provided direct access, up the KASSERINE
Valley, to THALA (30 miles north of the KASSERINE PASS). A continued break-through, by the Germans,
to the north, through THALA, would serfously endanger LE KEF (46 miles further north). The German
sefzure of the road center at LE KEF, would disrupt the main Allled supply route, and would endanger
the right rear flank of the entire 1st British Army, {n Eastern TUNISIA.

Chronological list of the Combat Operations {n Southern TUNISIA (previously explalned):

Capture of FAID PASS, by Amerdcan Tank Forces {n Southern TUNISIA, about 4 Dec., *42.

Establishment of the American IT Corps, {n Souther. TUNISIA (Gen. Fredendall, Comdg,)
about 10 Jan. '43.

Recapture of FAID PASS by the Germans, about 3 Feb. ‘43 - followed by Amer{can attempt
to again recapture the Pass.

German break-through, at FAID PASS, 14 Feb. 43,
German defeat of Combat Command “A” and Combat Command “C” (of the Amedcan

1st Armored Divisfon) and of the 168th Infantry Regiment (of the American 34th Infantry Divisfon),
near SIDI BOU ZID, 15 Feb. *43.

Allied Refnforcements sent down from the North:

Combat Commmand "B~ (of the American 1st Armored Division) to the SBEIBA-THALA
area, 16 Feb. *43.

18h Infartry Eegimental Combat Team, with the 32ad Fleld Art{llery Battallon (of
the American 1st Infantry Division) to the SBIBA area, for a critical defensive role, 17 Feb., "43.

Remainder of the American 1st Infantry Division (to include the 16th .fnfantgy Regl-
ment, the Tth Fleld Artillery Battalion, the 1st Combat Engineer Battalion, and the Division Spectal
Troops) came south, from the OUSSELTIA Valley, to counter-attack, from the area west of KASSERINE
Valley, on 18-20 Feb., "43.

Two British tank regiments came down to reinforce Combat Command "B, of the
American 1st Armored Pivision, at THALA, 19 Feb., *43.

The Division Artillery, of the American 9th Infantry Division, amived from $Spanish
MOROCCO, 19 Feb., '43, to refnforce the Allfed units {n the THALA area.

The German attack and break-through at the KASSERINE Pass, 18-21 Feb., ‘43.
The American defending force, then holding the KASSERINE PASS, included only the 26th Infantry
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Regimental Combat Team (of the 1st Infantry Plvision), less two bartallons; and with the 19th Engineer
Reglment attached to the 26th Infantry Reglment.

Counter-attack by elements of the American 1st Infantry Divisfon, fraom the area west of
KASSERINE Valley, Z1 Feb., "43.

Counter-attack by Combat Command B (of the American 1st Armored Division) and by British
tank regiments, in the THALA area, 21 Feb., '43.

Allled Afr Support, In the KASSERINE VALLEY, 21 Feb., '43.
The German Withdrawal, to the south, 21-23 Feb., "43.

18. Conclusions to be drawn from the KASSERINE PASS operation.

When Gen. Fredendall took command of the Allied Forces in Southem TUNISIA (under the American
II Corps).abour 10 Jan. ‘43, he found that sector sparsely occupied by & heterogeneous group of Allled
Tank Forces. It was reported that Gen. Fredendail had endeavored to bring these scattered untrs, under
cohesfon and control; that he had asked to bring the American 1st Infantry Divis{on under unified division
control, in one section of the line; and, that he had tried to bring the widely separated camponents of
the American 1st Armoted Division together, in a central location, under proper division control. But,
he was not able to attain these objectives, for the uniflcation of his command.

The G-2, of the American I Corps, had predicted that the Germans would break through n force,
at FAID PASS; and Gen. Fredendall had repeatedly requested reinforcements for that critical ares. .But,
the British 1st Army Headquarters (in overall fleld command) was far more worried about & German
break-through, further north, at PICHON, in Central TUNISIA; and made thelr plans accordingly.

After the German break-through at FAID (as predicted by the American II Corps), followed by thedr.
victory at $IDI BOU ZID, reinforcements were then flnally rushed down, from the north, to assist the
hard-pressed American II Corps. Only 2 few Allfed units (moved barely {n tme to “plug” the critical
holes) had finally succeeded in preventing an all-out German victory.

There was never any {ndication of panic at the Command Post of the American II Corps, In spite of
the difficuldies {ncurred, at that time. There scemed 1o be a feeling of certalnty, that eventually the
tide would cum In thelr favor.

The Advance Command Group (of the First Infantry Division), while enroute from the OUSSELT1A -
VALLEY to TEBESSA, happened to meet Gen. Fredendall, on the road, by motor, at about daylight, .
on 19 Feb., '43, near KALATT JERDA, northeast of TEBESSA, The verbal instructions, then recefved
by the Division Commander, from Gen. Fredendall, (as to the immediate mfssion of the incoming 1st
Infantry Divisfon units) were positive and clear cut. Detafled {nstructions (regarding the counter-attacking
missfon, for the 1st Division) were received shortly thereafter.

A final analys{s of the results attained, in the German break-through drve {n Southem TUNISIA,
would Indicate that the entire operation {inally terminated in a stale-mate, with heavy losses {n pemsonnel
and equipment, both to the Germans and to the Allfes. Actually, the Germans had fafled in their primary
objective for this offensive - to galn more maneuver space to the west, for their Geoman Afrika Korps,
then withdrawing from the East, before the advancing British 8th Army.
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For the American forces, the KASSIRINE PASS Operation had resulted {n a bitter lesson, stressing
the need for cohesion and control, in the battle leadership of the major American combat unfts. It had
not been possible for Gen. Fredendall to exerclse the proper cohesion and control of his major units,
because of the conditions involved in Southern TUNISIA, during his perlod of command of the American
II Corps. He was greatly handicapped, in this respect.

However, {t happened that, early in March, *43, the American II Corps was then designated as a
teparate autonomous command, responsible thereafter only to the new fleld commander, General 8§{r
Harold Alexander, of the British Army, who had been designated as fleld commander of the endre
Allfed Forces in TUNISIA. This assurance of control of his major units, {n the IT Corps, had gever
been available to Gen. Fredenda]l, as {t was later for his successors (Gen Patton and Gen Bradley).

IV. REASSEMBLY OF THE 18T INFANTRY DIVISION.

Rest Period at MORSOTT

Following the German retreat from the KASSERINE PASS area, on 21-23 Feb., *43, the new Gemman
defensfve l{ne was later re-cstablished along the general line (GAFSA-SENED-MAKNASSY -FAID-PICHON).

After the German withdrawal to the south, the 1st Division was pulled back and regrouped, ‘on 1
Mar., '43, near MORSOTT, northwest of TEBESSA. Here all units of the Division were reassembled,
rested and filled with replacements, prepazatory to fuuther combat operatons. A quick reorganization
was needed, as there had been considerable battie casualties, particularly in the Infantry units, some
of which had been almost continually in combat, since the landing at ORAN, on 8 Nov., '42. But,
with the 1st Division again reunited, there was & general feeling, throughout the Div'ision,?enewed

-

confidence and combat esprit. 7

The 1st Division Battle School for Replacements

A Battle School, for incoming Replacements, assigned to the 1st Infantry Division, was established
at this time near MORSOTT; and {t continned in effect during the remafinder of the campaigr in N.
AFRICA. This brief specifal course of Instruction, for replacements, was conducted by & small selected
group of bettle wise Offlcers and NCO'S, operating on 2 rotating basis, from the front line unfts. The
{nstruction {ncluded an orientstlon on the background and traditions of tie 1st Division - a program of
intensive physical conditioning - special instruct{on in {nfantry weapons - scouting and patrolling -
night combat - and platoon combat exercises. -

As a result of this procedure in special Replacement training, the number of barttle casualt{es was
greatly reduced, and the combat efficlency of all units was maintained at a higher level.

V. THE RECAPTURE OF GAFSA (16-17 Mar., 1943

Strategic Value of GAFSA

GAFSA, a former French garrison town, was located on the edge of the desert, 50 miles south of
KASSERINE. It was then occupied by a gamison of German-Italian troops, having been evacuated by
the American IT Corps, when the Germans broke through 2t FAID, on 14 February, 1943. GAFSA had
strategical assets, as a road center and a raflroad junction. Its re-capture was needed in order to provids
a mflread supply point for the British Fighth Army, then advancing from the south, through the coastal
ares to the Fast.
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SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES OF 15T INFANTRY DIVISION

.

After the initial successful landing operations at ORAN, the Division.under-
went intensive training in a large area south of ORAN, Emphasis was placed on
rapidity of maneuver and quick use of supporting fires. It was also necessary
to guard TAFARAOUI and LA SENIA airdromes, and air field -at NOUVION, and to
furnish a battalion to maintain order in ORAN,

On November 20, the 5th FA Battalion started east fram ORAN to join the
British 5th Corps. By November 25, they were in action SW¥ of TUNIS., They
have operated continuously on the Tunisian front since then and have been at
BEJA, TABOURBA, MEDJEZ EL BAB, GAFSA, SBEITLA, OUSSELTIA, and KESSERA. They re-
joined the Division on March Lth.

On November 20, -the third battalion, 26th Infantry, was flowmn by air trans-
port fram ORAN to YOUKS-LES-BAINS airpart and attached to the remaining elements
of Col., Raff's parachute battalion. They took part in the initial action at
FAID and then operated from FERIANA-GAFSA as part of the RAFF FORCE. They con-
ducted mumerous raids on SENED and MACKNASSY and together with the Rangers,
covered the withdrawal of II Corps elements from GAFSA and FERIANA. The batta-
lion came back under Division control on February 21.

On November 19, Btry "C", 33d FA Battalion and the Anti-tank Company, 26th
Infantry, were ardered to MARTINPREY DU KISS from ORAN to reinforce the French
units of the TLEMCEN sub-division. They were returned to the Regiment on Decem-
ber 27, .

Combat Team 18 was ordered east on December 8, and attached to Britdish 5th
Corps. They went into the lines at MEDJEZ EL BAB on December 23, The first =
battalion was given the mission of relieving the Coldstream Guards, after the
Guards had taken LONGSTOP HILL which is northeast of MEDJEZ EL BAB. In a two-
day action, the first battalion suffered casualties of 344 officers and men. S
Drafte were taken from the other battalions of the Regiment to re-man this
battalion,

The 18th CT operated in the MEDJEZ area until February 15, when they were
relievad and sent south to the XIX French Corps. While in the MEDJEZ area the
18th Combat Team took part in many raids and were very active in their patroll-
ing., They were well spoken of by all elements of the 5th Corps, and our 32nd
Field Artillery battalion was taken as a model for artillery of this British
Corps.

Upon passing to the command of the XIX French Corps, the 18th Combat Team
was placed in the line at SBIBA between the British Guards Brigade and the Amer-
ican 24th Division. In thissector on February 19-20 the 18th Infantry distin-
guished 1itself by completely stopping every German tank and infantry attack, .
They are expected to rejoin the Division within the next few days. 0201 6‘4
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On January 10, CT,26, less third vattalion, with the lst Reconnaissance
Troop attached, vas ordered east and attached to II Ccrps for operation in
Southem TUNISI.A. They were split up into Task Farces by II Corps and operated
with armored elements in the GAFSA-SEBEITLA-FAID area until the German break-
through southwest of PONT DU FAHS, They were then ordered into the OUSSELTIA
VALLEY with Combat Command "B, lst Armored Division, and assisted in restoring
the situation in that area.

Combat Team 26, less the secand and third battalions and the 1st Recon-
naissance Troop, was then ardered to SEBEITLA, and took part in operations
around FAID with Combat Command ®"AY, lst Armored Division,

They were then withdrawn to the KASSERINE PASS where they took part in
the heavy fighting which proceeded and followed the German break~through in
that area. They came back under Division control February 26th,

By January 20, the Division, less 26th and 18th Combat Teams, and certain
divisional units, lrere at GUELMA which {s 75 miles east of CONSTANTINE,

On January 18, the Division, less detachments, was ordered to join the
French XIX Corps. A sectoar was assigned the Division in the OUSSELTIA VALLEY
extending from PICHON N about thi miles. Six French infantry battalions
and two Tabors (Moroccan Irregulars) together with British, French, and American
artillery and tank units, were attached to the Division for the defense of this
sector., The thirty-mile sector was organized for a vigarous defense, It was
sub~divided into two sub-sectors with the various French Maroccan and British _
units in the PICHON (right sector) with General Roosevelt in cammand., The left.
sub~-gector was camposed of First Division units under Colonel Fechet who'com- .
mands CT 16. The work of General Roosevelt in organizing his conglamsrate
units was dutstanding.

Activity in this sector was largely restricted to continual active patrol-.
ling and to artillery fife. Minor enemy attacks were quickly broken doen.
Enomy air was very active. The CUSSELTIA VALLEY is very flat and open. Day- o
light movement of cambat vehicles in the VALLEY brought almost immediate straff- .-_ .
ing, Two German planes, particularly, nick-named "Ike and Mike"™ by the soldiers -
were very annoying in their straffing and diving tactis. Even a lone jeep was -
a fair target for "lke and Mike",

The French High Command discussed the advisability of the Division captnr-—
ing BJEBEL BOU DABOUSS which was a commanding hill mass north of the HALFA PASS.
It dcminated our left sub-sector., With the continued reverses in southern' '~ k
TUNISIA, an early withdrawal from positions east of the OUSSELTIA VALLEY seemed - .
inevitable. Consequently, it seemed futile to waste lives and materiel in cap- -
turing this position, In football parlance taking this hill mass would have
been "battering our brains out to gain a yard and a half in the middle of the "
field¥, Accordingly, plans to capture this hill was abandoned. This turned
out to be a wise decision, since the High Command | later ordered us to withdraw
west acrosg the OUSSELTIA VAIJEI




The withdrawal order was issued on February 15th. The Division was ordered
to occupy and defend the mountain range along the west side of the OUSSELTIA
VALLEY. Ammunition and heavy supplies were moved across the Valley-the night
proceeding the withdrawal of infantry and artillery elements. All units were
withdramm the night of February 17-18 without casualties, confusion, or the loss
of materiel. The new position was occupied and organized by February 19th.

_ On February 19, the Division, less detaclments (CT 18, CT 26, and 5th FA En)
was ardered to move with all possible speed to vicinity of BOU CBEBKA northwest,
of KASSERINE to reinforce that sector, The Germans, attaclkdng in force, had
taken the KASSERINE PASS. This gave them a close approach to our supply base,
TEBESSA, Further advances by the Germans would cut Allied communications, -
thx}gg_gzsx IXONSTANTINE and might necessitate a general withdrawal of Allied forces

< in

(n arriving at higher headquarters en route, I was informed of the dangerous
German break~through in the KASSERINE PASS, that our units were withdrawing to-
ward THALA and that the situation was critical.” I was directed to assume cammand
of the KASSERINE sector, including the French Constantine Division and various
separate American units., At that time, the German continued advance up the
KASSERINE VALLEY seemed inevitable,

A division command post was set up at 11:00 P,M,, February 20, near BOU
CHEBKA, where cantact was hastily established with the French Constantine Dive - :
ision, attached American units, and elements of the First Division. The situa-' °
tion at this time was precarious, The second battalion, 16th Infantry, was at-
tached to Combat Cocmand "B" at daylight, February 21, and remained in position
‘on the high ground south of DJ HAMRA during the day. At midnight on the night
of February 21-22, it was decided to block the HAMRA PASSES at the head of the :
KASSERINE VALLEY with one battalion of the 16th Infantry, heavily reinforced
with artillery and accompanying weapons, and to be prepared to counter-attack
from the cammanding ground south of HAMRA position, held by our 16th Infantry
and two French Senegalese Battalians.
/0 The German attackwas resumed on the nmight of February A-22, There was
{ i considerable confusion, since the leading elements of the German Infantry attacl_c- .
— ed in American and French uniforms. They overran and captured one battery of . .
\ the 33rd Field Artillery, then supporting Combat Command "B", lst Armored Divis:!.on._:’f
»} 1t was "touch and .go"™ for a short time, In fact, warning orders had already been .
/ ‘issued by higher headquarters to prepare for a general withdrawal, ,

The German Infantry was followed by German tanks. Local counter—attacks
were directed for all aval lable infantry units with the close assistance of the
artillery. The 33rd Field Artillery Battalion, now under Divisional contral,
and the 7th Tield Artillery Battalion participated in the counter-attack, firing
at cloge ranges at German Infantry and Tanks. General Andrus (I}ivisional
ArtiLary Commander) was very active in directing these counter-attackg. A coor-
dinated counter-attack was launched by the 16th Infantry at 3:30 P.M,, Februry
22nd. As the lines of our infantry reached their positions, the Germans broke
and ran. Some 400 surrendered to a group of 13th Armored Regiment tanks on
reaching the valley. Our attack was followed by a ‘counter-attack by Cambat Com-
mand "B" of the 1lst Armored Division fraomthe northeast side of the valley. -
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These counter-attacks apparently caused a complete German withdrawal from
the KASSERINE VALLEY. They were made on the flank of the thrust toward THALA
and threatened to cut off elements engaged there. I have been told that this
incident seemed to be & turning point and that a general withdrawal was then
started of all the German forces in contact with the Allied Forces.

On February 2'7 s the Division was uithdram to a rest area for re-supply and
re—-equipment.

£11 combat operations of the Divigion in TUNISIA, including the minor opera-
tions of separated battalions were as successful as might have been expected,-
considering the handicaps and difficulties of control, Marked success attended
the efforts of the Division when it was possible to operate under Divisional con-
trol and take advantage of the tearwork and morale so thoroughly instilYed during
training periods., Losses have been suffered, which are part of the cost of be-
longing to the "Fighting First", but in no case was there any disorganization,
and the Boche was made to pay in kind, Casualties in the officer persommel have
been particularly heavy and indicated the active leadership of the junior officers,

One Inéldent occurred in the OUSSELTIA VALLEY about the 31st of January,
which seemed typical of this spirit. It, Colonel Davis, 7th Field Artillery.
Battalion, and his S-3, Major Levin, were killed while recannoitering for a new
forward position. Both were buried in rear of their artillery positions, When
their bodies were lowered into their graves, the entire 7th Field Artillery
Battalion fired three concerted salvos at located enemy targets. This incident
indicated the spirit in which the Division is making the Germans pay for the
losses received,

/s/ TERRY ALLEN

TERRY ALLEN, -
Major General, U, S. Ammy, -
Commanding, .
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Jen. McNarney JTM

Gen. Hendy  (H)
Gen. McNasir - .
HEADQUARTERS 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION  return _
wagtve <. 7=y APO #1, NEW YORK, N. Y. v o GCM
B P & o L.
’ Merch 10, 1943 e

——

General George C. Mershsll, |
War Department, Co - _ ,
Washingten, D. Cv = .~ 5 o s v

Dear General Marshall-
‘Kn0W1ng your 1nterest in the Fqut Div151on, which we appreciate Sy
very greatly, I am sending you & brief “summary of the operatlons of* unitg™

of the Division on the Eastern Front. .

Higher tectical considerstions have necessiteted the dispersion of
meny elements of the Division during a greet part of this period. Consider-
ing the difficulties of control and leadership that were thus involved, all
units did exceptionzlly well in some cases, and very well in others.

Elements of the Division did particularly well when hzlf the Divi-~
sion was essembled on Februsry 21 end 22 at the time of the Germsn bresk-
through in the Kasserine Valley. At thet time, the French Constentine
Division and verious seperwz.e units were azttached to the First Division
for the final defense in this sector «nd the following counter-attack. If*
I co say so, the counter-atteck launched by the First Division was most = . &
successful snd I huve been told thet it wes responsible for the initistion '
of the generzl Germen withdrewzl.

~+l; am heppy to ssy that the Division is now being reassembled for
use &5 & complete unit in a very impurtsnt impending operstion. Many of the,
units have been sepsrated for some time, tut their morele and esprii is
still excellent and I am sure tney will give & good eccount of themselves.

I have enclosed a citation given the Division by General Koeltsz,
commencing the French 19th Corps, under whom we temporuzrily served, end: by
Generzl Eisenhower, following the counter-aztteck on February 22. I have
also enclosed two memorandums recently issued the Division. -

Assuring you of our serious. intentions of iiving up to the confidenc”‘
the.t hes been reposed in the Division, I am ;

Very sincerely,

/s/ Terry Allen
TERRY ALLEN
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HEADQUARTERS 1st INFANTRY DIVISION
A. P. 0. No, 1, U, S, Army
MEMORANDUM; March 4, 1943, 7
SUBJECT : = Message of Commendation. '

TO : Unit Commanders, lst Infantry Division.

The following message of commendation from the Commander-in-Chief,
Allied Force, is published for the information of all personnel of this com-
mands

"As an American, I am proud of the way in which American Troops, in
the recent battling, ’recovered from initial shocks and speedily demonstrated
a readiness to slug it out with the enemy. Our troops are rapidly becam-
ing battlewise and their future operations are certain to bring discourage-
ment to the ranks of our enemies. Front line units now have the urgent
task of replacement, rehabilitation and training, and I assure you that I
am straining every nerve to bring your magnifi.cent organization up to
strength as quickly as it is humanly possible,

"Lot us make sure that the new men coming up quickly absorb the les-
sons that the front line units have learned, so thmt every pound of ammu-
nition and equipment that is brought to you, may be most effectively employed
in the destruction of the forees opposing us,

"I heope that every man in your command realizes that I have complate
confidence in his readiness and ability to do.his full part alongside our
gallant allies in driving our enemies out of Africa. Please accept my ~
personal thanks and congratulations on your fine record of leadership. .

/s/ EISENHOWER"

By command of Major General ALLEN:

/s/ LEONIDAS GAVALAS

Lt. Col., A.G.D.

Adjutant General
DISTRIBUTION:
nAN & WCC"
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19 Army Corpg
Staff G-1 N

GENERAL ORDERS NO. 65

At the moment when the 1st American Division is leaving the
sector of the C.A.F., General Koeltz, commanding the 19th Army Corps,
is particularly happy to express to its commander, General Allen, as
well as to his assistants, General Roosevelt and General Andrus, all
the satisfaction that he felt in having under his crders such valorous
troops,

Arriving in the Ousseltia Valley at the moment when a powerful
German attack had just been launched on the flank of the 19th Ammy Corps,
they came at once with resolution to the aid of their French comrades
and threw back the enemy into the mountains.

Animated by the finest military spirit, they thus showed the
highest battle comradeship,

Side by side with the battalions of the Division of Algiers, they
then fought to hold the reconquered haights in Ejebels Rihana and lahrich
and the Byzantine Ruins,

Ceneral Koeltz asks General Ellen to be so kind as to transmit

his sincere thanks and his very best wishes to the officers, non-commissioned
officers and men of the lst Infantry Division,

Headquarters, 21 February 1943

Lt. General Koeltz,
Commanding 19th Army Corps

Directed to General Allen

True Copy

/s/ Terry Allen
% Maj. Genn



HEADQUARTERS 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION
APO #1, U, S, Army
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March 4, 1943

MEMORANDUN)
; All units in the 1st Infantry Division.
0 R

My sincere thanks to all units for your efficlent execution of
missions assigned you during recent operations. Your cheerful execution
of difficult missions has been favorably commented upon. Preparation
for our ccm\qng tasks will require the most intensive efforts. The fol-
lowing items are of utmost importances

Disciplime

Physical toughness

Combat efficiency

Intensive belief in your units.

tho. h teamwork a ration and the "
cheerfui ggcg_cgtigg of g:gers and instructions. Your discipline must be

exemplified by the prompt execution of orders, by military bearing and the
proper wearing of the uniform, by careful attention to saluting discipline
and by the general demeanor of all individuals.

Physical toughness is a vitéi requisite to success in combat., It
must be attained by intensive physical conditioning., A1l of us must be
mentdlly, morally, and physically tough and well able to "Take it and dish
it out."

Combat training must be stressed to acquire the battle wisdem neces-
sary to inflict the maximum losses upon the enemy, with the rdnimum losses
to ourselves, Maximum proficiency must be attained in the use of all -
weapons, in mine laying, mine detection and the detection and removal of
booby traps, in all types of night operations, and particularly in the
skillfvl use of FIRE and MANEUVER. Reconnaissance, security, patrolling,
the use of cover and the lessons learned in recent combat operations must
all be stressed. ~

An abiding belief in your units is a pre-requisite to success in
combat, All individuals must be actuated by the need for maintaining the
traditions of our Division. "Nothing in hell must delay or stop the
FIRST DIVISION.®

/S/ TERRY ALLEN,

TERRY ALLEN
Major General, U, S..Army,
, Commanding
DI STRIBUT.ION
natt and wen

nonNniga
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HEADQUARTERS 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION
APO #1, U. S. ARMY

March 9, 1943,

MEMORANDUM)
3 A1l Units, 1st Infantry Division.
TO

Recently, the units of the Division, of necessity, have been
widely sej)arated on detached ccmbat missions, involving great difficul-

ties of leadership and control, We have nat been able Heretofm'e to

fight as a camplete division. The First Division is now reassembling,

We do not know what our next mission ﬁay be or har soon it must
be executed, but in any case, "WE WILL FIGHT AS A UNIT."

Every individual must be prepared to give everything he has got
for the honor of our Division. Every objective must be taken pexr schedule
with the maximum damage to the enemy. Every objective seized must be
held.

"Nothing in hell must delay or stop the First Division." -

/s/ TERRY ALLEN,

TERRY ALLEN,
Major General, U, S. Army,
Commanding,

DISTRIBUTION:
HAR g nQOW
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16th Infantry, 1st Infantry Division, Operations
Report, 19-26 February 1943



XASSERTNE CAMPAIGN

FEBRUARY 19, 1943: (T moves from Ousseltia valley, having turned sector over
to French Forces {or defense. CT moved to new location at 6253, Sheet 13, to
oper Kasserine ‘hase, beginning movement at 1050 hours, 19 February 1943 and
arriving in bivouac area at 05%0 hours 20 February 1943.

FSBRUARY 20, 134%: ¢T in bivouac in kasserine sector. Preparation made and or-
ders issued for movement into lines.

FEBRUARY 21, 1947: 1st pjatoon company A, 1st Engineers Battalion relieved from
attached to T 16 and reverts to control of Commanding General, lst y..S. Infantry
Division. The 2nd Battulion is moved forward into the lines and the remainder of
the CT is alerted for movement. However, no movement is made. At 2200° hours lst
and 3rd Battalion with attachments from Special Units are moved forward. but are
not committed. P .

FEBRUARY 22, 1943: Regimentul CP moved forward to 6967, sheet 13, Orders receiv—
ed from Commandlng General, Combat Command B that ¢T 16 will have mission of. pro-.
tecting 7tha and 3rd Field Artillery Battalions. At 1045 hours ¥ am M- Comp&nies
16th Infantry come in contact with enemy. 1lst Battalion is sent on mission to
protect flanks. Commanding Officer issues plan to make local attacks in cooord-.
ination with Combat Co.mand B, At 1443 orders issued for 2nd and 3rd-Battalions
to make their local attakks as plauned at 1500 hours, preceded by small'artillery
barrage. Battalions jump off on tite. Company C, lst Ranger Battalion attached
to CT at 1618 hours. Local attacks made by battalions were successful in’that.
dominating ground was taken and some field artillery guns captured by enemy ‘were
retaken., The Commanding “Yaneral, TI Corps and . the Commanding General, 1lst (. s.;;
Infantry pivision, each sent the following message to the Commandlng Offlcer N
CT 16; m™fany thanks for the splendid work of your CT today.

FIBRUARY 233 1943: Orders received from gcommanding &eneral 1st U. S. Infantry
Division that very active patrolling must keep up as i is. belleveq that ‘enemy. -
is making a general withdrawal. Orders passed to Battalions which are out of
contact following attacks of yesterday. 39th Infantry takes over sector occuoled
by 3rd Battallon, 16th Infantry. 3rd Battalion moves to new defensiv :

FEBRUARY 24, 1943 Extensive plans made to move forward thru pass.. Plansimade
in detail and although no resistance is expected, every detail is planned‘t ?ta ;
care of it. (P moved to 847{ after meeting of all unit commanders.A b : -

F EBRUARYZH, 1943: At 0700 all battallons move forward as planned. - At 0820 hou
the Lst Battalion had reached the base of the hill which -is its’ first objectlve

without resistance. At 1000 hours the 1st Battalion had: passed :its first objec
tive and reached its 2nd one. The 3rd Battalion moved forward. without tan,
and took objective on schedule. Kasserine pass was cleared of enemy, “but
to be mined and booby trapped extremely. All units moved forward without

tance to Thelpte and Feriana, There, lines were’ stopped, and -defensive po:
organized. ' B R o

FEBRUARY 26, 1943 ‘pefensive postions organized and a perlod of reorganlzation
Not in contact with enemy. At 1155 hours new CP opened at 390742, 1/50,000. ::.
1st Preconnaissance Troops attached to CT to reinforce motorized reconnaissance
for a short oeriod.
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10th Panzer Division, War Diary (Extract), 14-22
February 1943
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10; PZ DIV, 5 ABTL} Yo =~ THtigkeitabericht - 29-’110142"15.'111‘:'1‘3 Afriln >
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_ Intolligonco Report oi‘ Aotivitiou
9 Fobrmry 19143
L N;x;s;‘w of Div. an. to Bou Thudi (uouth oi‘ hairouan).
13 varwry 19b3 . o
_ d’h‘anefex- of Div. C. P. to the region east of Fald,
2L Fabrury 0l |

Attaok oi‘ 'ﬁm divini.on on §1di bou Zid.

At 0600 hr the advanoed olmnta ci‘ the B6th Pe,Gren. reach the
area 8 kn mat of the Fhid pass witholﬂ) ooming in contaot with the ononw.
After oloarina the minos a'; tho/pF:.:: our tanka, mmm gwoeping a round to
tha right paa'o‘ thc north ‘edge of DJ. Lescoudna, sdvance on tha rood to Sbeitla.

At 0650 hr our tanka are engagod with enemy tenks jJust gouthoast of Di.

Lnaaouda. The mountain 5.tnol£‘ ig owoupled LY ensmy infantry. At 0700 hr
tha fight ank of the 86th Pz, (ron.Rgt.
eneny tanht attack/eaat of DJ.Lessouda (nouth of the road to 3beitla), The

at'caok ia ropulsad. At 07)0 hr the enenmy ertillery was still firing on
tba dci‘ile just wost of Faid. At 0735 hr thn sneny reaistance on the road
t.o Sboitln (abcu’c 8 kzn northoast of B1dl bou 2id) was broken, At 0330 hr

efter owr tanks had rea.ohcd tho road fork about U} lom wustenorilivest of
Yo the northwest

Fodd, ‘the enemy withdraw/xpquboeorygody, i wisgex while gt the same
time he attgoked with tanks from 8idi bou 2id. on the road to the northeast.
4% 0900 -hr ‘enemy low leve) attack on the Tth Pe,Rgt. At 0820 our tanks
edvanced southward on 8idi bou 2id., At 0900 hr gome enemy tunka wit;,hdrow
rpp the road coming down from 51di bou Z4d and moved toward the waest, The
Mof the enomy tanks was succesfilly atteoked by dive bombers north of
81d4 bou 2id betwoon 1045 and 1055 hrs. 4t 1100 hr our air end grojmd ro-

commal ggances agoertained that the enemy wmxrilvhearzing east of Sidi bou
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'r"""“-;a:mi;mu,rotroatins through Sidi bou 244 to the west and the northwest,

ana that there was heavy tank and artillery waffic. At the came time
25 enomy tanks wore m driving from $5%di bou 21d to tho west,
Behind the vli‘ma.vehiolea movenonts also from Sidi bou 2id to the no‘uth-
vogt, . At 1123 hy the 7.bh PeJRgte reportod a new eneny tank attack éf.‘ 10-
15 tenks froa the Woat on §1df bou Zid; 1t wao repulecd. During the engagos
nontg the 8¢th Pr, Gran?:‘{.io Tth Pr.Hgt took 71 prisoners including 6 officors.
In addition tho follwine; mtériel was captured or destroyeds

iy one T armored pzaraonnel oarriaro

15 gun motor aerriages

x = hwwae Aa 1anti.tank 3\111
Cluiuagm tedt 3id prime mover. truok ‘i
R A e htrmka
A el Q;.waﬁnawwv
.»‘(;, ,,,,..‘:; 9mi&m-gm

‘ In add&bi.on 10 vohﬁ.olan. soms of them armored wore captured of ﬂastroyed,
ona @ely . plano Wa3 shoﬁ down and an enomy reconnmalssaonce plane ghattersd

cin 'chq groud. Seversl szmunition duvmpa were set on fire.

2 e Dneny tanks were mogtly of thoBhermen type. -

15 Fcbmary 19)43

&3
L

'l'he nigm paaaed vdtxhout speoto.l ooourrence, At 11,0 hr the rew

o - o \—').~,- .

..... ~-;

oonmiaeanca dmfzmhm of the 86th Pz. Gran. reported heavy cnamy movements
- fron the north on the Fald~Sbeitla road, 15 I weat of Dj.Loscowla, At 1150
hr 86th Pz.Gren. reportod enomy xotorized column with tankas advancing m2 on
tha Bbeitla_; roa(l.j ‘hwn gtrong enemy gonaentrotions were obaerved in the
oroa weat of s@gde1a;”fAt_1525.hr the cnomy attaokad vith 1,0 tanka (Gen.

~ Shermoun) from the area of Sadeguin on 51di bou Zid and the road 6 ka
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-3 ) U w
aout!mat thcraoi‘s tho abmok wa.g exooutad with artillery eupgart, An

‘ immadiahc oountorabtaok with tanks brought the enemy attack to a aumdatul.
About pOAqncx‘xy‘tnz‘zku wera ghot down Ly our tanis dwring the repulee of

the émny'tank,attack from the arca 10 lm north¥est of 51di bout Zid to

the eoat ‘a.nd _goutheagt, Three additional enexy tanks which had broicon through
in the area 6 m :aouthenat of 8idi bou Zid were shot dowa. 4 total of 81

~ prisoners has been brought in,

Prisonera statemanta diaolosad the following units in line: d Bz‘:\.,
lat Bruored f{gt.; 910t Field ArtyRgt. (lO 5 om p,uns on gun ocarriages); 1l7th
Fleld Arc-;.ngt. {1545 o guns)y 168th Int‘.; 7015t Antitenk Ba. (7.5 om on -

N gur oarriugaa). Cc\pturod pepers dinolosod that thoge unite and ihe elemanta
thcgr have in ine here ‘belong to Comhbt Kommando 4, and that Sk the '
;ggt_o:g__:;ad ﬁ;a L9 I}qs kzut sxExin Sidl bou Zid until a few days ago.
_ ,Comhaﬁ Gomando C wig oos«mitted notth thereof according to ooptured papers.
‘I'h.o folltming alexnenta bozonged to it: 2 bottaliona of the 6th Inf.Rgt.
(Armrcd?), C battery of the 6Bth Fisld Artye, G Co.,13th Pe.Rgt., B Co.,
70_}8#@@1&@1& Bn., let Co.,16th Engineors, 2 platoons of 443 Flak Arty.bn.
In the course of thé tank fight on the afternoon of 15 leb. there arcae
the impression that the enamy kuad intended to put inko iing the noctile ele-
:_ng_x}teilgaqftec‘i_ _{pz‘z.l?j'oibcl Gerot lindid end oast thercofe In the exening of
15_}{31‘)7.‘ 4_9:;9:_:&94},@0!11:& ware atill hpldit_ig out on the heights of Dj. Lz gsouda.,
On. thut dw Wz inflioted oonasidersble locses on the enemy. On 15 Fob.
the following ms.t&riel was oaptured or destroyeds |
.. 39 tanks
“'17 armored pergonnel carrisrs
h antitenk gug
"3 'gun notor cerrieges
. B machine guns
= 1710, S0m mountedin howltzer
.. 1 15 om gun
¥ 100 “vehloled (anproudmataly)

During the 2 deys of fighting the total of matériel ooptured or



ol
destroyed followas 79 tanks, 30 armored peragonnel carriers, 18 gwun rotor
t;:irriti'{;oa,'- So.nﬁtank guna, 2 arty ﬂgune, 17 wneching guna, about 100 %m-
dilvcé, 2 plb.r;oes .125 prisoners wers talen.
16 Eabruo.ry 1943
enciroled

’ During, the night the enemy attamptod to get away from/Dj.Lessouda.
Throo oi‘fioora end 58 men were taken nrisoners, Rexaining enamy elorants
ara prnmmblté, at1ll on DJ. Lessouda.

S The anoirolod eneny on Dj. Garet Eadid wag rooannoitvsz'cd ond attacked.
In the forsnoon enexy tanks advanced north of tha/:':fxgs( 17 im northvmet of
Sid:l bou'2id) toward the east,The anemy wag algo roported s advancidns with
tnnke "BVcr thig oouixturk infersection on bLoth sides of tha road to the

. . &g far.ag the area ‘
eaat and gouthsaat adxxxkxpdxdoexekxs B kn wost of Sedaguie. It ia supposged
that thia 'iﬁovon‘z'anb' {ma fox' the purpose of covering tho enemy withdrawalys
(Hix vooomnatssance) to tho wast in the direction of Sveitla, Towerd 17 hr
z'ctrqatadvto tho north and west from our tankx thruste. Iun the aftarnoon
the road to Sbeitla cast of the luterseotion 17 loa nortiwost of Sidi bou
Zid Iay undar Foriénﬂ‘ drﬁiillerj fire, Eanenmy batterias on gun carriages were
agoertained northwest of the interseotion.
“0 N 5n s he svenlng of 16 Feb. the onsmy held out on K111 500 of D3.
Ksaire wmi”at*ie&st 1 éozﬁpaw' in well improved positions with anfitenk
;;um a.gai.nst our attwk from the northwest, and on the northoast spurs
of DJ. Ga.rid mdi,d a.gpinut our ‘attack froza the goutheast. There 1;30 S
it m agguned that the’ enemy strongth wag approxbnatcly 1 compeny,
e 'Iho onczqy oncirolad on Dj. Lessouda was gtill holding out.”
Capturad paparc ‘discloce anew mineflolds on roads betwoeon Dj.
Kaaire and D3, Roohnioh, and on road 2 km east of i1l 551. The &3th
Pz.cromngt. was warned of the foot by radio.

" An autimata of the ononv gituntion ag deploted by tiuc division
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' to Gon.Zﬂ.oghr (tho snany is oover&zx; with tanka tho wit‘zdruwal on the

eagt roada in the dircotion of Bbeltla) laads to t ha decision for &ttack
o.nd ror ﬁw destruotion of enomy tonks asswmd tp bs thoro.
17 Fabruary 19143 '

M:. 0935 our troopa reaoh Hodjeb ol Aloun without contaot with

+ the enemy. Our reconnelsgancs in the arca 12 km northe-northwest of Ladjeb

el Aown obearved at 1235 hr motorized énanv foreces withdrawing _té the
m;ﬁmaet.:(‘lw onex_qy had mincd and bj.aetod the rountain pags at Hef el Almar,
. At 15 h.r our spcarhoad eatablishod liaison with our 12'oopﬂ ot
Fondouk. hauvee atatomonts diaolocodhm-k the enomy es having fallen
baok bo tha mat during the nig;ht.
Hoat:ile forcea 1n st111 unknown stren gth on Dj.Lessouda, Tank
epoarhand wae held up by enamy mine obctuoles in tho area & km northeast

gi_' Em_c_ljeh_clﬁi_oup AAaudllo o gsouthw=gouthwest of Fondouk, The approach

‘road to Fondouk ley . t..nder ononv artillery fire from a northera direction.

through-
For o.dditional ini’omation on the enemy ky prigoners stutemsnts see

_I’Q;t_fq;iq Pneqnara gtutouents,

18 Februgry 1943

o Quia‘b nit'ht. A rm o priaoaora ware brought 4in; they_belonged
7 gurgounded -
ta the romaining/enonw foroos (1681:21 Merioan Inf.Rgt) on D). ‘Logsouda. In
tr_go earlymming owr troops ocoupi.ad Dj,leasouda and the last romnafts
of tho enexrgr wore oapturad. 2z Only weal ensxy foroua wore gtlll ocoupying
Piohon in tho i‘ortmoon. As oﬁr troops appronched tho enamy withdrew to
thc want 80 thnt the town wes taken without (ighting. Arab statements dis-
cloao thnt tho ensay haa withdravm the bulk of tl;icf‘orcos aboub JO ke
_ Tho di.visioml Ce P. ig ghiftad to El Alem, north of Kalrouan.

19 I‘obru&ry 19&3

The intelligence offlocer sets oubt for the advarced C.I of
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“«Bow ‘.
I’z.&.O.K.Afrioa, under whoae control the éivialon has beea plaved on
18 Fobrmry L3, to get orionted on tha enomy situation, -
AL Shide tho 21.ProDiv. hac ccme upon British troops. Tho intslli-

c-onco ofriocr of Pz.A.O.K. gugpeota that thoy delaong to the British Gth

.Pn';'Div;;"' It'is aasured thet thic division has been put in line for the

650535¥'5f?tha right Frenoh flamk which, aftor the fighting for 5144 bou

z1d and tho ‘subgsquant withdravml of the Amcricnna, emr olso falling baclk.
tho
Besida thome Dritichers caly/Fronoh ure to b o:cpootod at 5bida. However

it i.s nct-'ulto‘gethcr fmoesalble that clusoatc of an Aamsrloan cozabat'f oomando
moks an aﬁpoaranoo thare. In othar récpcotn 4he Amarioans heve.one Lack

to :‘l‘el.)’dam with “('36'::23&1: Gomszndo T, which mm hog bad fow oanualtieﬁ end
with the rommnts of Cox:wa* Camondog A end C.

.ﬁmerican pri onera wore taken in Ferfana; they beloaged to the
infantry. Aooording %o statemcnta of vrioonare the wnit was identified
og tha Lct Azctfoan Inf.Dive The Bx'itiah in li.xm et Shita oo Immediately
J:'inod cmd ‘wired thelr position and eme ofrev% stubborn resistance, For
{'hitf rbdnon;'thu:'Germ attack was act continued on the ovauing of 19 Feb.
Llnd"cmatobcrammed In the morning of 20 February.

At %;éééé& alao the;'aln«nv hug mired and wired his positions,
;Sggr&iﬂg’£$?réﬁé§ts"én:hand ok PE.A.0.E. In the evening of 19 Fobruary
thuro 3 utill no ra;;ori: on the Kampfgruppe of Pr.d.0.%K A:r&co. which has
been oommit'fccd froa Kaaserina to tha northwost in the direotlon of Thalag
therafore Pn.A.O L ic uw:.blo to gilve out a detalled catima%e of the ‘onory
uitunt!.on. Howevor now ouamy foroes are not oxsested in this soctor, It

ia Lruo thet the Anoricans hava stlll abok 3 divisiono in Afrioa( the 2d

/alﬂ. u.,uu’ F{M«(

Pz.Div., -)d and 9th Inf.Dive.) but they are cald to be %82 back in lorosco
‘(. o rc‘ﬂ#{
and perhapa haldAin readinasa thers for special employment.
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‘ B :M!t goon a8 tho dei‘* 10 bahmd Kassarine haa been fought f{yrese of
tha onmn,y tha diviaion has the misslon to pursus him ismediately through
that deﬂ.le .‘m a northern direstion. The Kamplhruppe of Ps.hi. O. Ko Afries,
ccmnﬂ.tted t‘rom Kasaorim on the defile has only weak infantry olemonts buk
ie vory strong in mtillary (9 batteries end projeotors). Ascording to
prisonars' atatomsnta the doi‘no 1a defended Ly elementa of tho First
Am')rioan Amorad DiVieion. Eneny strength ia cstimaled at ebout 1500 men;
a few ooncrata pill boxas have besn 1dentifiod. Acocording to inforsation
f‘éct;iv;d tho amnw haa evacuated all tho air fielda, including Tebessa,
VDiv. 0. P. Kaasarins railroad station.

e

Weather: dull, foggy, rain at nicht.

HUE \A

Dotaohmmt [?] 10 vzhioh at firot ha.d boen committed at the defile
north of Kawaodm had tloen Hll}. Wh at lb,ll:. hr and was attmkiﬂg on 11
I

e

1191. vd.th onar.sy foroes batween the two polnts. At 30 e report is ree

=4
neived trom Dot.lO that the enemy is atill noraaat of M1l 1191, I% s

. from
o.lao reporbod thab thc eneny 1s briwing forverd reinforsements x tha

'narth moluding tanks and artillorj on gun cerrigges,

R
.-;«s.»‘

A prieoner was broubht iz, s straggler who had beoome ssparated

n‘

21 Febmry 19&3

Mz 0108 hr, 2 hn south of 11 846 (road to 'mala) snewy infantyy
St L hay
'men and vehioloa. 861:}1 Pz.(‘sr n. attacking to tho north, At 0115 roport

rrom hs.a unlt daya before (1584h Iaf.) -

-~

2. ~.m-=

:reooivod thub thn encmy 18 vi'chdx'a"rlng nortlward. At 0233 hr the dafile at
T la tak:en; tlm onm has retreated; only eoattered onoly machine gun

firs (2 om) At 0750 hr tho 86th Pe.Gran. reports that 2l ka south of Thala
wmored cdrs
and 2 km wagt.of the road b5 ,) enenv xak® are feelirng fomrd At 0319 hr

Ananids af
20 armored gars are obgerved &pproaohing«oovorw ¥ the early worning fog.



Mz 0832 hr the enmg{ ia attaoklng from the north with tanks, and artillery
i‘ira fx'om 2 batterioa. Kampfgruppa 36 entrenches. At 0935 tho xuwx chenmy
atops hig attaok. Kwr‘pfgx‘uppo les uxﬂor artillery {ire. ;glgk advance at
'fiz‘st m déiﬁybd by strong mine obstacles. At 1230 hr Kampfygruppe raports
that atn'd;lé enamy infentry foroes have not been obsarved har-oto-foro. At 1235
hr XEEPEEHEEIE adr roconnalessnoa:  lNorth of 1111 992 7 enemy tenks '&nd 20
notor vahioloa 1 light wmotor vehioles traffic on the road north theredf in
o northern direotion. In the rmeantine our tanks have paased {hrough the
Kmnpi‘gruppo_,_u.nd are attmkiug/izgz}:oof tha road in the direction of Thela.
Tha road of advance sapooially in the area by MHill 992 lios uader enemy
artillery fire; we are assuming that there are 2 snemy batterios t‘nu'ro.

At 1710 hr the Tth Pz.Rgt. re'porta that the onemy le witudmwing;
under oovor of the haza, rogpxbivoouorzsdtx While pursulng the enemy 15
enamy tenks kt;g:tmcdoétroycd wpxkoxkkrxgrogeatx  and as tha advanoe con-
tinuad udditional/tm were knoocked oute A% 1930 hr our tarks end cdvanced

Qur tanks had pasged through

elomen’ae hava reao}wd the area: v 2 kn gouth of Thala./ Bather strong enory
fomca ot both gides of the road of advance; owr armored infantry hod to
fight apemy ebill
webwg them out of tholr foxholes. At 2035 hr/on both sideg of the road
south of Thala, tan'co, infontry ond antitemnk guns, In the coursae of tho
{‘ightihg‘}to south of Thala L63 prisoners, including 11 offlcsrs,were talon
up to 2!4, h:' 21 Fobruary 19L3, Prisonera’ statenmsuts disolosbhd f‘ne following
i'mbt i.dontiﬁcation of h'oopm ' E

1. ) Briﬁ.bh alomontas

1?«21 Ianoara (6th RxyBixx Armored Div, )
-+ 2oV Lodoeatara (LHth Inf Div,)
86 th Chamicel Varfars Co. Royal Inglneers, indapendent comparny
with 12 cortars [} inches m:i:xj;m caliber

Enomy voaposition acovording to deptuwrsd papers

1lth Inf.Brigede .
2d Bne, light Fusillicers
dat Bn., East Surroys



-~
utju

.84 Bn., Hompshire (light Garde brigade)
24 Ba,, Parachute R

6t11 Command@

Q< “Labaesters {(Li%h Inft.Div.)

ﬂéth © Chemigal Woffare indopendent Co,

2e {morigan eloments:

16th Co,,Enginger Bn. {lst Armored Div. )
168th Inf Rgt. (34th Inr.mv.g

26th Inf,E2t. (lot Inf.Div,

3th Inf.Rgt, (9th Inf.Div.)

19th Englineer Hpt.

Captured or dostroyod:

32 tanks
12 antitank gung
1 Alak
13 heavy mortars i
6 motor vehiclss
3 gun oarrieges
2 motor oycles.

22 February 1943

At 0545 a reconnaligsanco diaolosed that the urea on both aldes ol

the road at Thala and south theesof waa strongly ocoupied by %the enemy.

- Tho onmny atiecked out of Thale wiiockwmdoryith tanks and o faw of them

broke through our seourity lime. After 5 of his tanke hed beon destroyed

the enamy withdrew northward., A new reconnaisgsonce at '0555 hr disclosad
Occupigd

that the hills ecbout 1.9 kn eouth of Thala wore strongly/by the enemy,

shtmordydx aleo with antitank guns and tanks. During the day the enemy

has remsined rather quiet. According to Arcbs statements and mussiukcxms

Simnx freeh vehiocles marks m it was aaosumed that the enamy had Lrought

re{uforocenonts from an eastorn directlon.

Iate in the afternoon the enamy relt forward with 7 tenks west of the

road on the left flank of our sgoocurity line; later ho -.vithdrmv%

-

In front of Gruppe Romnel the enemy was getting roinforcements.

. L oAns

For enomy olpher soo division order of 22 Fabruary.

l

By tearing up the emamy front ond destroying atrong onemy elements

in the deep enemy Llank tho divigion han carried out its nlssion to its

4



- 10 =
E%fffull extomt. During the night of 22/23 February 1t disengages itgelf
i from tha enemy and reachag the pass position 15 L northwest of 7716
to defend the latter with the D.A.K, Tor particulars concerning the

onemy 890 the prisonersg! stotemaents file.
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Kriegstagebuch 21 Panzer Division Afrika
1 Jan.*L3 - 31 March 'L3 33 135

The night-passed quietly.

Until break of day combat groups pushed forward to the trail 7226~
-%é%h. At 535 hours Kampfgruppe Schiltte reports the crossing of the swamp area.
Ekg'éélo_hours the advanced elements of the March group have crossed the mine
§fi_ie];d. At 0615 hours and 0630 the Rec.Bn.580 and the Pz.Rgt. respectively

e

'hévé crossed/with all their elements/the mine belt . The sandy areas of the

f%ﬁéils mentioned presenﬁ a considerable obstacle, progress being hindered by

!A::j- ;;.. ‘ . . -
;the frequent sinking of vehicles. Labor -detachments of the 220th armored Eng.
oy

.are. employed so that the vehicles are made mobile as soon as possible.
;;y:.

At 0630 Kampggruppe'Schﬂtte has ocoupied the prescribed position at
11
7225 and reconnoiters' to the north.

i
.u,‘
i,

The enemy, 1ntercept1ng some of our radio messages, knows of our

‘ﬁa&vgnée,bbutyremains quiet.
i;; The 609 Flak Bn. receives the order to occupy positions on both
“‘3,""

idés of the road south of the mine hixk belt and to remain in contact with the

L3

w1th the enemy are at hand.' : -

The divisional C.P., was located on the south slope of Djebel Zobbak

» at 7229 and had a good view 1nto the terrain of the advance. At 0730 howrs
‘. . ¢—-! ‘Al .
- Reconnalssance Bn. 580 crossad point 7231 and in addition covered the right

At 0820 houru Armored Bn. Rohr is pulled out of arsa 722% and brought
e
to tha 5th Panzer Rgt. 2t 08LO the 220th Armored Eng.Bn. report that tha column

is rollinv since 0800 hours. Tho & slowing up and temporarikty stoppage of tho



il
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A R
_sppedway were, oaused by 2 tanks which had chain troublo. At ¥ 0900 hours the

'.‘.1,,‘ . . -.-\.t’—",.

[
-

leiSlon commander d601ded to go forwurd to tha advanced tanh clemonts as the
ﬁ;mpféroope had aopdrently haltod. A raddo message received by an armored re-
érdéni was amblguous tle ‘and armored reglment wes standlng stlll on purpose.
££ejdrvdelon eomme;der fook stock of the sltuatlon and ordered the march to be
R Am 0920 hours the th Armored ¥xxx Grenadier Rgt. was marching through
gﬁe xdd;:belt and passed through w1thout enemy interference. Low flying onemy

planes attacked the march groups several times without success. At 1000 heurs

\n.

the 220 Armored Eng. Bn. reported that the lohth A Armored Gren.Hgt. had ccn-
(et P A

wkxd oluded s dmhanx throuwh march. The 2d Bn.,104th Rgt. reported at 1010 h.

tu—"l,‘

that enemw artlllery was movxlng from 7210 in the dlrectlon of S8idi bou Zid. At

s

1015 hours the reoonnalosance bﬁ had reached the prescribed area at 7257 and
¥ throvgh
gone 1nto posltlon.‘ The last vehlole of Kampfgruppe Pfeiffer passed/%he

mlne belt at 1020 h.

shar g

In the south seotor ‘the forenoon was quiet. At 1030 h. the command
eohelon of the d1v1slon starts marohlng through the mine belt to reach the

'north slope of the DJGbel Zebbak.
L i

A Pew an emy armored scout cars were engaged by Rec.Bn, 580 north of
ﬁiebei.Querghe aud forced to retreat leav1ng mx 1 scout car behind.
R At ICSBHHQ éﬁe 5th Armorelegﬁ. oad reached the area 3 lon south of 522.
fﬁé’éd’sn. reports hxhiix Wohicle traffic on the road to Bir el Hafey. Tho head
dfdtﬁefcolrmn‘ooﬁtinues its march in the direction of the roand Sidi bou &% Zid-

Gafsa. The terrain is not heerily mined but the mud swamps make the going diffi-

v, oar

oditf The reconnaissance of the 580th Roc.Bn. discloses only few oenemy vehicles

The enemy is falling hack with his
Stenkhoff

in the region southeast of Bir el Hafey.
Kaﬁpfgruppen to the sbuthwest. Toward 1220 h. Kampfgruppe/reaches the road

Sidi bou Zid - Gafsa at Point 518. The hth Bn.,thth B retainsg contact with
PORRTIN O
-
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the enemw group at 7221 At 1314 h, the 609th Fiak Bn. passos through the
:mine belt and. advanoes in the dircction of 563 =537 to 53%3. In the area of
§}§’the Hth Panzer Bgk.Rgt. has assembled and at 1345 h. advances again on
Si@i bou: Zid.  The 2d Bn. already destroyed R onemy tanks northeaﬁtAof 518.
57 At-13h6 h, a reportiis received that elements of the 10th.Pz.Div. have capk-

: 1Y
tured - Si.bou Zid. Pursuit to the southwest is initxited. Grenadier Bn.Major

e

Knlisel carries out a thrust apainst the cenemy at Djbel Ksaira. It has the
mi;sion to surZund it froﬁ the north in a southeastern direction and take it.
The advance of the 5th Pz.Rgt. is going smoothlyg forward and at
lh&Sih. the area 2 km weskt east of 388 is reached. Our artille?y fire is in-
oreased on the Fekka slopes. At 14,50 h. Rixodins a changs of C.P. for div.

Hqs. telces place in the area 3 km southeast of 534; the final divisional C.P.

is reached at 1540h. 3 ku northwest of Nasseur.

I

'ﬂ:i-aﬂ: Kempfgruppe Stenkhoff contlnuew to drlve in the direction of §idi

bou.Zid in constant contact with the enemy. At 1705 h. west of Sidi bou Zid
contaot

e TaackiEn is establlshed with the loth Pz, D1v. The enemy continues to
as he shows intentions to fall baok to the south '
hold. Hill 7209, and at 1800 h./the 5th Pz. A.0.K.orders pursuit. The 10.Pz.

Div.:presses from the north on 7209. The 104th B Pz.Gren.Rgt. receives the

enemy.
mission to push-forward against 7209 untid it comes in contact with the mmay.

‘For. :the  15th of Feb., 7210-7220 is ordered as objective to force a junction
ﬁithrﬂattalion Kn8sels. = The Kmmpfgruppen receive the order to get into posi-

vtion; for all-around defense in the areas they have reached, refuel, re-ammuni-

tigniahd orgenize so as to march on Gafsa as soon as possible.

Flak Bn.609 is committed in the area of 7256 witih the mission to pxm-
at 7210, 20 and 21
cover to the northeast/égalnst the agwinm encircled enemy.

ur:dvg' ' 8idi bou Zid is securely in our hands. The enemy has withdrawn in

the direotion of Sbeitla.
‘ - ' it is reported to
c”iifi 5 At 2015 h./5th Panz. A.D.K. that the divisions expects to bo in &

'positlon to’ march on-Gafsa at 1200 h. 15 Feb. Gren Rgt, 10l; B haseen orderod

'
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to block the terraln‘at ﬁk 512 in a northeastern direction and to tid down

14

the enemy at 357 At_dewnrl battalion will be launched to destroy the enemy

F e s
in a coup de main.

e TS
(EE TR

i GT“PPG Sﬂd_had the mission to continue on 15 Feb. on the defensive
34'L PR RPN I ORI T ‘

8nd to carry out offen81ve reconnaissance agalnst 9015.

“ - o ll(/)‘”"‘l] .
, In areas 3598, 357, 356/& reconnaissance discloses enemy forces with

many motor vehielee. Thereupon Sth Pz.Rgt. reodives at 2100 h. the order to

BETIE WATE I

reoonn01ter 1mmed1ately in these areas with instructions to the Gren.Rgt. 104 B
Lptia

to advance on the enemy groups from the south and southeast on the morning of

PITRa

15 Feb

PRSI

\S Febrain aag 1TUD
In all Kampfgruppen the night passed quietly.

| [Ea-bazi]

) The Sth Panz Rgb. received the mission to reconnoiter from 7237 to thse
oA v : Bo{ MN{]’”‘%"“ lu_t.l.f,zﬁ,; f

southeast as far as the ares 7222 gnd 7209 ta~establlshaoontact with the Gren.

Rgt.-th B The hth Bn., 2% lohth Rgt. is engaged w1th ‘the enemy since 0730 h.;
the enemy is stlll occupylng the hllls at 7221, " The C.P. of Gren.Rgt. th B is

v

3 1n Sidi bou Zld that of the Sth Pz.Rgt. is 5 km southwest of Sidi bou Zid,

e 4

south of the road to Gafsa.

The general impression is that axcopt mfor the small enemy group

-

_ _enoircled southeasn of Sldi bou Zid, the flghtlng is concluded. B

The Rec. Bn. 580 receives the order to keep open the defile 8 km

! i

‘3eonthﬂof 7288 to facilitate the planned operation on Gafsa.,

PRSI

Sth Pz.Rgt. receives the basic order to hold the positious reached

<2

TS

until the enemy blockaded southeast of Sidi bou Zid is exterminated. In addition

itAwill prepare the march to the south. All supplies will be adjusted to the

_undenteking.

—~—— e —

Toward £% O930lh. the division commander with Lt.Col.Stenkho:{ and
ittt

Cupt.Yoés discuss the operation Gafsa at point 7260 {rom where_ they have a vicw
I ' T(«
into the terrain. For the conference ordered by 5th Pz. A.D.K, thowﬂeeéa$wvuﬁ

—_——
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—z,(i‘a/t{.od@ug L’
e :ﬂuumamr accompanied by the B go to the advanced C.P. of 5th Pz. A.0.K. at
LR at 0700 h. Js

‘La Fauconnerie/ The Gafsa operation wee discumsed thoroughly and planned.
ATgward 1030 a report is received here from the 10.Pz.Div. that snemy columns
with“tanks and ififantry have been dxdm identified in the region of‘§é50._ Their
diraé%iéfi 1nd10ate} that $idi.bou zid is their objective. !

Q

At 1300 h. the-  Gpswwiseemsg leaves the C.P. of the advanced Pz.A.8.K. and at 1500
’ 104th A

h. arrives arrives at the/regimantal C.P. afxi@ (in Sidi bou 2id). Shortly

.

thereafter an observer reports that the enemy already identified is now be-
.7 (/’__,La;
tween ﬁQSO and..7251. After a short consultation between-Sguma&msnﬁ%ﬁ&ﬁmoer
99}.Gerharda(7th Pz.Rgt. ) and Major Pfeiffer the following elements are put
in line for the destruction of the enemy:
5 companies of the 5th Pz.Rgt. attack the enemy in the flank in a

south-north direotion.

L/} company of the 10Lth Pz.Gren.Rgt. follows the tanks. A company
qfithe 7th Pz.Rgt.-is put in line northwest of Sidi bou Zid enveloping toward
th;‘west.: The, committed artlllery (3 heavy and 2 light guns) is e ffectively
engaglng the, enamy%zx;h brisk rate. The counterattack of our Panzers gains

gxopnd._The,gnqmy<fails-to raach his objective, Sidi bou Zid, and xh= TEBIRY

he cannot reach:the group which is surrounded. At 1670 h. a Stuka attack

~ takes. place on enemy tanks. During the entire engagement the enemy értillery
tgiqs'to.find the range on our batteries, but without success. The tank uction,

80 auccessful for us, contlnues until nightfall. At 1830 h. the Opsmet&oms

Qﬁ@&%br arrives at the d1v181onal C.P. and reports to the division commander.

h5y9nemy tanks were shot down; we did not loss any. The loss of time caused

by this engagement necessitated a 2} hours delay in the Gafsa operation.
st - At 1730 h. €he Reconn.Bn.580 reported Gafsa froee of enemy; Bherehy
'lphqlénpirg operation falls through. As it is provided for that the D.A.K. is

i@o;ochpy Gafsa coming from the south, the division commander decides to sond
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the follow1ng telephone me §sage to D.A, K..

A;v... [NEVE SR EED AR EER T . . |

'“ﬁ"‘-' "Request elements of the Africa Corps to Gafsa; neod Recon.Bn.S530

for other pupposeg'

The undertaklng of Pz.Gren.Rgt. 10&.8 against the enemy group in f

@A.;w 3 |

area 722& was not suocessful as the enemy, e the strength of a battalion,
EE T

had Well establlshed himself 1n xmpmxx 1mproved a1 4 p031t10ngénff1cult to

o -3

recognlze‘ At 1920 h the Recon Bn. B0 is given the mission to occupy Gafsa

and to reconn01ter 1n the areqs 9020, 25 and 90L43.

vl . |

_ Elements which participated in the tank engagement returned to their

" oy o VO i e D s ) O o o WD S T T D e e T Bep O B Y S S

JPRCRORY Ce - s . .
T S P N I AT TR LI . : !

. The h@ghtipaseeqvwithont special occurrence.
fr e tﬁA#{qglshh{Ag ggdio message was received from the advanced Sth Pz.A.0.K. L
gij;ng theE}O:Pztp;Y.”the mission to move very early on Sbeitla with a strong |
necennaiesanee:force to pursue the evading enemy at Sidi bou Zid. For that pur-

pose the 21'PZ'D;V2 will hold an armored battalion in readiness.

At 0610 h. the D A.K. reports the occupatiocn of Gef'sa and the i tonticn

of Recon.Bn 580 is now unnecessary. At 0630 h. Bn. Ple351ng engaged anew the

Bl CF' J

enemy positions at 7221. The 0.B, orders a confersnce at 1200 h. at §R2 7212,

In;compldance with an order of Sth Pz. A.0.K. the Recon.Bn.580 is brought Corward
b5 3 S I - ot . o . .

}P:7@88. At 1100 h. Rgt. 104 B rcports that the attack against 7221 advances
pniy slowly. The enemy is falling back step by step toward the northwest.
e ~ Pz. Gren.Rgt. 10l A receives the order to initiate immediately a reo-

connaissance out of Sidi bou Zid. At 1435 h. Recon.Bn.$80 is ordered to reach

ﬂ%a;éak7263. The reconnalssance launched toward the northwest is to stop; a re-
Ten : :

counaissance patrol will remain in the defile 8 lm southwest of 7288. Duwring



flghtlng.
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i ‘the'conference at:-7212 Gen.Ziegler gives the division commander and the com-

mander -of-the 10, Pz.Div, instructions for the attack on Sbeitla. Kampfgruppe

eke

Pfeiffer oomes :under -the control.of the 10.Pz.Div. effective at once end re-

oo Foilile

i
ceives the.mission to.march in the.direction of Sbeitla toward 17 00 h. with

a gfenadierlbat?élion, an armored battalion and 2 light batteries. Tho mass
of the 21.Pz.Div. will follow as soon as possible. Toward 1600 h. the divi-
siénal‘C.P.:is transferred to 7253.

In the:south the enemy apparently holds with comparatively weak re-

fonnaissance' forces theiline 9222, 93, 2l as rearguard. Faced by rather strong

- reoonnalssance forces ‘he w1thdraws at 902, toward the northwest almost without

}»':~., 4 5,' ~at
Lemad

- At 2145 h. Kamp{gruppe Pfeiffer reports that at 2130 h. enemy infantry

s
with antiteank guns is covering # km east of 7275. The Kempfgruppe is attacking.

. At 22146 h. I enemy tanks are reported; 1 antitank gun is destroyed. The attack

" is gaining further ground.

i

i
1
[l
1

Onvlébeb“ Rgt. 104 B continues his attack on 7221 and Djebel Ksaira.

At 2345: h.,Flak*Bn.609 fecelves the following mission: it will cover the ad-
Lenapda
vance :of .the’ d1v131on W1th the combat detachments under its control at 7240 -
Kerale X- pomdn- Nwg
- 72,97end on the road 7269 - 72L9 by occupying & position in the valler be-
Dy Hanara % ks SWiof By Morera

-

i tween 1272 and 7270, At the same tims the battalion will assume air protection

S{TDE« for- ‘that area.  When this takk is accomplished the division will recall the
2t i d e

NoT"  batta La
L4 ﬁub- battalion. At 23&5 h. the CperebionsOLEiver supplements bhe order issued,
e .
;;i;’ . and goes over it once more. The battalion will fall in at 0100 h. and between
o .f 0400 and' 0500 will reach the area between 7272 and 7271 with front tovard the
;northwest,uwest and north.

: : “:-v The.2d Bn.,25th Flak will take the protection of the cross raasds at
[/am)ru

,72&9 with 171ight ‘and 1 heavy battery. They will be ready to fire at 0,00 h.

3 yﬂxﬁ?ﬁﬁ “2 At 0045 h. the 1st Bn.,104th Rgt. receives the order to movs in such
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alway that its advenced ‘elements will stand at 729 on 17 Feb. at 0900 h. It

.will leave the present area at 0500 h. The left flank will be covered from

Zll Bl

‘the- reglon 7272 ~7271 by Flak Bn.609. The march route will lead through 7288,
Eg.w‘ X-@def
ar to 729. The 1st Co.,220th Eng. is ordered to the Sbeitla arca early on
x 18 Feb," and\the;gjﬁiii be at the dlsposal of the leiSlODU A’ labor detachment
ﬁill occupy'Wadi Meheri until 10l B has passed through and will then complete
the mine belt.
'iAf 0110 h. the 2d Bn., Flak 25 receives the mission to set to march
A‘flak combat detachment to the 1lst Bn.,10Lth at 7232. -
1 ’During'the night Kampfgruppé Pfeiffer meets strong enemy resistance
l?hlvtﬂzaza«aﬁﬂaéé] of

at 7275, and upon order/lhe division commander remains stationary until dawn.

“Toward 0100 h, Kampfgruppe Pfeiffer passes out of the control of the 10.Pz.Div.

Tt S Gt Gt el o e St W D D S W WY S T et Gt B B Py S e At i B B T B ot o s T e At B D =t S A e o s T

bﬁriﬁg the' night and morning the movements of the division ars taking
;bihde ééfplanhedi "At 0530 the division commander with the assistant Xz Ia go
AW of Dy Hesoren
to the C.P. in area 7274. In the mornlng hours the elements which had remained
" in ‘the former divisional resting area identify enemy forces south of the road
b , S o ‘
'$idi bou Zid - Bir'el Hafey. In a vigoraus action about 800 prisoners were
. ‘brought in." They belonged to that enemy unit which had occupged a positioaﬁt
C Gancd Nl d
3§7221 and was now attempting %o fight its way through to the north west. On its
RT SE 4 Zafon Zafier
macch from 72R3 to ¥rER 7268 the 1st Bn.,10Lth also came upon the enemy falllng
fback to the northwest; he kad was well camouflaged in cactus fields. After a
short exchgnge of fire about 600 prisoners were taken, including Col.Drake,
‘comrander of the pesition in area 7221,

~ The enemy has organized for defenso in the favorable terrain e round

§beit@}'and the attack is set for 1200 h, Reconnaissance dbscloses thel he is
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o ~with . - . .
fﬂ}ﬁhd?aWing/hngﬁrain1elements to the northwest in the direction of Sbiba.

The Recon.Bn.580 has the mission to reconnoiter and screen the line

7262 and 7291.

"1 ...+ . Kempfgruppe StenkHoff attacks, south of Sbeitda, the enemy tanks
) ' o Hostile
which, well camouflaged in the olivex groves, accept the fight./ drmored forces

1 n
are sk also if the .spurs of the Djebels el Rheradok. The tanks were partly

ﬁqried.gnd interspersed with antitank guns. hnemy artillery had a good range

§n_our.attacking.tgnks3 observation for the artillery was conducted by single~

engine fighter planes.. The Panzer Regiment had to advance k through tpe diffi-

pglt terrain on glwidthfof 10 km. A violent tank fight deﬁeléped and onecould

%69 that it was a cﬁse ofra systematicaddfm prepared defense with the objectivq

éf,geﬁting£qut_of_3&eitla everything possible. The enemy's expenditure was S
i ém@ke shells.

;Ay_-;;ﬁ.nDuringithe attack our Luftwaife was very activy and attacked the |

- ?ngmy_positions and columns with bombs and in low flying ratds.
. The 3d Bn.,10Lth attacked Sbeitla frontally and made good progress 1
:Eélpng.the Wadl southeast of Sbeitla, - Toward 1700 h. it roeached Sboeitla and the

iv;ame evening pushed a compaqy“tq_the northwest through the loocality and ~there !
‘@ofed into dqfensive‘ppgitions. The btank engagomsnt taking place south of Sbeitla

‘"qas very stubborn and last until 1830h. Despite everything on this day 27 tanis
S Julffciq.hbﬁﬁiaékﬁjf
were put out of commission without/ﬁ complete loss em—per—zids,

During the evening ¥he 5th Pz.Rgt. assembles in the area 2 km gast of

Sbeitla. The Grenadiers hade the mission to defend Sbeitla. The artillery
' ' ' at once
supports the Grenidiers and is ready to beat down/any eventual enemy attack.

n

The division intends to undertake in the moring of 18 Feb. a vigorous rcconnaissance

%o Kaséeyine. The mission of Col.Laﬁy; the defense of the high ridge (Djebel

T i

N o
el Wl

,.fﬁ??da) with roconnaissance up to the line 7217 - §218 - 7220 remains in force

as there might still be some remaining enemy forces to reckon with.
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l'Supplement to 17 February.

At 0715 h. Major Pfeiffer reports to the division commander: "Ad-
vance fmrxex elements arestill holding firm in front of a superior enamy.’
.The_division commander decides to put off the attack until 1200 h, At 0215 h.

ithe, attack is discussed with the commanders. After a short,vigorous artillery

.preparation the tanks advance on Sbeitla in an enveloping movement to the right,

while the infantry. carry out a frontal attack. At 0800 h, £k 2 light enemy
battefies find their range and at the same time the first enemy low-flying

.raids take place... A reconnaissance discloses that on thgﬁ;%ghtattack flank

there axists a tank obstacle and/on the slope behind gﬂgabout 15 enemy tanks
héve concentrated/ -Thereupon at 1015 h. in the presence of the commanders -
;fhgﬁdivision commander decides to lammnch the panzer attack enveloping on the
.leftﬂ -Flak combat detachments assume the protectibh of the right flank. An

gntiaircraft battery 8,8 moves forward in the area 727y and takes over air

fgididefense and at the same time ground commitment.

;o At 2140 h. Kempfgruppe Kuhm receives the order to return to Rgt.
%QQKA. - Report at 0845 18 Feb. by Major Pfeiffer.

Recaoltulatlon

[

‘?1 3  "The enemy resistance at Sbeitla proved considerably stronger than
" Opposing the division was
expected /’An organized, tactically well planned defenskve position in which

a*strong,mobile armor belt took & hand (about 50 enemy tanks) The 7 hours

very"
tank fight was/hard. Sbeitla is firmly in our hand.
N [Stett )
in body of tanks east of 7279; 5 batteries northeast of 7279;
/V{O/c(/(m

104th A Sbeitla. Flak 609, 7280.

The reinforced 1st Bn.,10lth
i mmxxkﬂmeFIin moving to sssembl Sit]
[tewof Zoafhon on O el Nafeny — Jornde & - RLn .,Mgg sembly position

in the area north of 7269 destroyed the remnants of the 168th in hard close

combat,  Plans for 18 Feb.: Defense of Sbeitla, cleaning up of the region

Sbila  [Kariomee vt
7237 - 7263. Reconnaissance with point of main effort 5372 and 7716. vthac]
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18 February 1943

‘e

“we. . The night passedwquietly. -
[EatSbext. ]
-.. The divisional C.P. is located 6 km west-northwest of 72/9. The Pz.

Gren.Rgt. 104 B is again placed under tho control of the division with-its 2
battallons and attached elaments and—hes-the mission to eever with Bn.ln8sels
area 7230 and: with Bn.Plessing and i&ight&@ny/% [Dr. Hows: the same
wofds are crossed out_in.the text]

| The intermediate terrain retains some enemy remnants which must be
qléaned up. For the missions of the various units for 18 Feb. see division
order no.l in.the annex. . .

At 1300 h. Gren.Rgt. 1Ol A launches a reconnaissance platocn in the

direction of. Kasserine and twice encounters an armored enemy reconnaissance

which, after a short exchange of .fire, withdraws to the north.
~.In the course of the. afternoon this reconnaissance platoon made

contact with the DAK.in Kasserine.

The division receives .the order to push immediately a fresh security
; of
detachment toKasserine; as this is not possible the division requests/bAK the

permission to koep -ths detachment until 10C0 h. 19 Feb. It is provided that

lu‘\u QAL pan ke
a ghmpfgruppe under the .command of Capt. Kuh%/the dutym at 1000h.19 Feh.

The closing report of the day to the Sth Pz. ACK is as Rimm £%
follovs. The enemy xmmaiws retains weak recounnaissance forces in the area
Sbelly  farenae
5j78 and on the road 7279-7716. Occupation of & 5347 is established. No enemy
8ir activity. Our reconnaissance forces in 7716; contact made with clements
sasd[Bor .zWLWM |
of DAK. - Combing through the area1%209 = 63 - 79 results in taking 2 officers

and 150 men prisoners., 2 tanks, h.personnel transportation wagons destroyed.

Numerous motor vehicles captured, mostly disabled. From 1l Beb.-17 Feb. the
v5th.Pz.Rgt. has destroyed 105 tanks without corpletely losing one.

Tank situation: 55/III, 1L/IV.

'Plans for tomorrow: Keampfgruppe to 7216.
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19 February 1943

v eemeemec—eae—
NI e . :

- e

The night passed quietly in the Sbeitle seotor. At OLli5 h. the following

redio message was‘sent from the advanced 5th Pz. AOK: "Get ready to march

1mmed1ately. Prob&ble time of departure 0800 h. under Rommel in dlrectlon

I

of 5372, Order for startlng follows". At 063l h. the division recoived the

follow1ng order- The 215t Pz.Div. comes under the orders of Rommel effactive

at once. The d1v1s1on will leave arsa 7279 at 0800 h-19 Feb. along the main

road leadlng_tp the north and will reach the road junction [;567." For division

starting order see annex. At 0615 h. units were acquainted separately with

\
the new order by telephone or radio. The battery with Gren.Rgt. 104 B and with 2

\

Kampfgruppe Dlwer also follows to the Sbeitla area. ) \
B . }‘

The Reconn.Bn.580 will join the line of march i the first possible ‘

gap that ocqqrs,_if possible between Panzer Gren. and artillery. A move forward

is 1n+ended later
drives '

mrxxx behind the armored spe&rhead“

5 \
Capt37immediately in front to the division commander who

. Eoward 1100 h. the armored spearhead encountered a mine flrld 1 knm

KA ‘:' “vv)\?v
south of 537h. 1t was cleaned up w1thout incident and crossed, , A few enemy

scout cars w1thdraw to the north. ﬁfxﬂx Beyond this rather ineffectual mineo

. . ”Qﬂwkfi
field t

chere was a second much better semstructeds Dehind it about 80 tanks,

8 batterles and well placed infantry are ascertalned. The division commander

declded to attaok after moving 1nto position. The road as well as the area

are obviously under artillery observation fire. While the engineers are occu-

pied cleaning up the sccond mine field an armored battaldon, encircling about

7 km from the east is committed. A light field Haubitzor Lattery is ready to
firo 20 minutes after the tanks came upon tho mine field; [l additional batterics

. are put in line during the afternoon to fight the enemy batteries which are

At

giving our tanks plenty to do. At 1500 h. Major Pfeiffer receives from,tha

d1v1olon commander the order to bring forward the 104 A Rgt. and place it for

the time bmmng behind the nearest rearward hill.

It is intended that the
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LT : even today perhaps
Xioakxckhe reglment be committed to the attack/on the infantry positions along

the‘hllls...Fofqghglpresent a reconnailssance is to be carried out in both
faanks. #t 1626 h..tﬁe FM arrives at the C,P. to get oriented on the course

of the opeqqtiops. The FM advocates the view that every means must be employod
to throw tﬁe enemy. At 1718 h. Lt.Col. Stenkhoff reports the following to the
division cqmm;nder at the divisional C.P,: "Our tank attack is at a stand still
as a resg%t of barbed wire obstacles, mines and antitank guns, and also bscause

of enemy artillery; ten breakdowns up to now". The division commander decides

‘to call off the attaok and orders to take back the tanks at dusk, to assemble,
and '
refuel/ re-ammunition.

Yo .
A battalion o§410h A Rgt, is committed mmx for the defense of the
ridge east of the road. 'The second battalion moves to the hollow as reservs.
- Reconn.Bn.580 assume the protection of the.right flank and reconnoiters

toward the east. Flak Bn.609 covers the left flank and occupies a position »%
to .
‘on the ridge with connection mm the road. Recomnaissance as far as the enemy

will begin:immﬁdiately'when the moon shines.

"“The division commander takes the following decision: with the first

i

‘rays df light on 2@ Feb. the attack will be launched anew. The entire infantry

and the 5th Pz.Rgt. will carry the attack forward under good artillery support.

-

. force
"Bn.Kurzei, widely pulled apart, will attack frontally by bounds. The main zffmrt
concentrated

will be ixiat on the right flank. An engineer platoon and 2 flak combat detach-

'ments, Bn.Kuhn and the 5th Pz. Rgt will be on the right flank. The attack of
[ R SCg Dina o Roncice |
the right flank will be carried forward in such a way that from point 535
(X~ R € ofy Sbbun]
either point 5371 will be reached and thereby Drma bou Rouine,skirting Sbiba,
or that the attack from 535l - advance to the north so as to swing west on

Sbiba at the proper moment.

To Flak Bn.609 devolves the mission to tie down the cnemy and esvecially

to simulate an aettack on the left flank.
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‘,»w¢£EZEfw111 begin at 0630 h.

At 2200 h. a conﬁerence took plamce among the comnanders concerning

v

!
tha Sbiba undertaking. Since Bn,Kuhn was a little late in reaching his assem-

bly‘afea the attack was ordered for 0830 h.
——
The artillery will be committed as follows:

3 11ght Field howitzer batteries will occupy posltlons on the right

{lank
3 heavy fleld how1tzer and 1 gun battery have gons into position

1n the hollow in front of the mine field.

Two flak combat detachments hade been attached to Gren.Bn.Kurzei.

The night passed quietly. Hsavy'ground fog cut off the view in the morning hours.

eneny
At 0827 Stukas are requested from Pz.AQK Africa to fight/artillery positions

at 5372. At 0830 h. the attack progresses as planned. the Recon.Bu. covers \

the right flank and reports that the area at 539 is free of enemy.

The enemy , with considerable artillery, begins adjastment fire on |

the advance march movsments of the division, |

At 1130 h. Kampfgruppe Stenkhoff rexports that the advance l km

scutheast of 571 makes only slow progress as the terrain is cut through by

deep Wadis. Until now the march was accomplished without resistance. The 3d

: Assadate
Bn.,thth,Rgt.‘advances only slowly e heavy artillery and mortar firs. The 1st

Bn.,104th Rgt. which fell into line at 0940 h. 2 km southeast of ¥K# 5%5l
reached the hills of 620 toward 11&0 h.
l
The Panzer Regt. reports that the torrain between 5371 and Hill 02015z§3{] |
1s impassable; a =out patrol sent ahead in advance became bogged. Toward
(. e of Dras b Rernind]
1200 h. the 3d Bn.,10l roached Hill 643 with its right flank. On the basis of

the report of 5th Pz.Rgt. the division commander at 1230 h. decides as follows:
) 47~M..1 S‘M B =
the thrust of the Pz.Rgt. with 1 battery will take place over F¥71 - 6§ - 65
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o (oo SO Ol ek B . of |

to 5367 to.saize the enemyt in Bbiba from the northwest. The 1st Bu,10lth
continue to

will mmxsmywe gttgck along the wadi in a westoern direction. The 3d Bn., 10
closes to the right and follows. Ilak Bn,609 exptends its position a fow
S S - : " observation
100 meters to the east. The artillery increases its pmswdboxg of the areq
west of the_road._

At'lhOO h. a ligison officer arrives from 3d Bn.,1l0Lth and reports
_yhgﬁ_the att&ck is at a stand still as a reasult of the strongest enemy artillgfy
and mortar fire. Up to now B‘mgn killed and 10 wounded. The enemy artillery
fires more and more acuratgly on our batteries and especially on tho éiVisional
C.P, There is strong evidence that ehemy observers are\dxcated on the hills
west of the road and krxmx that our entire installationsae exposad to their
view, ,

‘ At_lL}S h.‘there‘is a call from Ia Pz, AOK Afrika with the report

that FM K§§§elripg}ha$ promised the strongest air commitment for the attack
on Sbipa. Tﬁe‘weather beqqming worse and worse the project is not carried out.

ﬁt‘élgg y. the divisipn commander decides to stop the attack and
orders thetygr;oqs Kampfgruppen‘xkx to disengage from the enewmy at night fall.

At 2200 h. a commanders'conference takes place. Its basis is th?
division order for the defonse of' the terrain south of Sbiba. For the order
see the annex. In fhe course of the day the Recnnnaissance Bn. was gimen the

o ' ' S Hnos]  [DySiben Nebeor]

mission to reconnoiter over 535, %7,&6, 55, 556. Result: no enemy observation.
The battalion receives the order to block the defile at 5347 toward the north
with hemasxxmfxifxcdkrmmpx its main body. The reconncisscnce will be car

g B 5¢ e Hadiod]
out as far as 535, 55, 56, 70 and 61;9‘7£A43

ried

Upon order of Pz.AQK Afrika, Recon.Bn.580 comes under tho control

of Pz.,AOK Afrika, effective at once. )
SE:{!&»A L V-S> TV
The march takes place over 5353 to 7716.
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21 Tebruary 1943
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v‘The'weathér became worse during the night; the rain softened roads
ahd‘tefréiﬁ;lbﬁhaﬁv harassing fire lay on the division positions during the
night. -
At'OZlO AOK issues the following order:
"Pass position south of Sbiba resting on the enemy mine field to
be defended. Reconh.Bn;BBO to march immediately by the shortest road as army
reserve to the area around Kasserine".

“Toward 0500 strong artillery fire begins again. Probably tho enemy
expecté‘us to be moving into position of readiness. During whe night we succesded
inAdisengéging from the enemy and to organize the defense.

During the night a nuisance force under the command of Lt.Col.von

: (Steitte, TLA]
Katzler was ordersed to block with mines the road net 5 km east of 5616. The
force is equipped with radio and has the mission to reconnoitur to the west.
According,to‘Argpsf ﬁtgtements from ;0 to 50 enemy tanks are moving there.
L !AFIIEOth,Vgnem& a:tillery fire lays on the divisional C.P. and
the diyisién commander decides for an immediate transfer of the C.P. Ly ¥
south of 5376
At ikik 1bhu h. it was possible to report to Pz.AOK that the divi-
MR Hafol Mot
sion after kzgkm rogrouplng on the line 53,8, 5)5), 5373, had passed to
active defense. Toward 1600 h.Cpt. Hissmann reports thet about 500 men coming
from the north are moving in the mountain in front of the pesition of Flak Bn.
609, and that according to a reconnaissance fhxrr alrsady about 3C0O men are
there. Thereupon an armored company is set to mﬂych and occupy the position
. behind Flak Bn. 609.
Toward 1610 h. it looks as if the cnemy,l;00-500 men strong, has the

the nosition of the bettdibon. Lt 1630 h. an order rocs

S Lo P .4 4 -
Iotsndion of =ttheclin

im

to Major Pfeiffer:"The enemy will bLe observed and kept off by a reconnaisseance'.

‘
|
|
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strong
Toward 1730 h. keaxy artillery fire of heavy caliber with smoke
\c(‘l‘d .
is, upon the 3t.Bn.,104th Rgt. The enemy attack which is shaping up is at onuoe

Cimaw

taken under effective fire by the 2d and 3d Bn, 155th Arty.Rgt. At 17045 h.

XX O XARXXAAKH LKL ABOUT 8-10

enemy tanks attack frontally. Violent smoke-shell firing lies on Flak Bn. 609
Which moreover is reached by enemy infantry fife. At 1745 the Pz.Rgt was
alerted; on order of the division commander Xkm one battalion cleans up the
penetratioﬂ while the other remains in readiness. A tank broke through in
the 3d Bn.,lgg;h and 3 others in Flak Bn.609. All weapons turn at once to
active defense and 5 tanks are disabled; not one of ours is a total ioss.

- An inqdiry of Ia to Flak Bn., 609 as to whether the infantry is following the

tanks is answered in the negative by Capt.Hissmann.

—— . o - T " - " S - - " T O S ot S s by ot e e o

- = o - o - —

AR With the approval of ®th AOK the 10l B Rgt. is boopght forward to
SC{DJ“{(AXD’("‘ {, v

7270. The order follows at 0325 by radio. At 0130 the following telephone
jcall was made to AOK:

"7 batteries in the area around Sbiba including 1-2 heavy cnes;

.20 tenks ascertained east of Sbiba. Infantry elements in position north of
1 !7l on both sides of the road. No retrograde movement. At 616 X enemy groups
in company strength with antitank guns and persomnel transportation wagons;
reast thereof for the protection of our flamk 1 lisutenant and 10 men with 1
.battery. Withdrawel of the enemy improbable."
. 1 o€ Mbionc
Hol The security detachment ordered to Pass 54,7 establishes that appa-

S Livena
' A= -
- rently there exists a former American path of retreat as mggz_zgﬁigigf hors

g " de combat are lying along the trail. The committed reoonnaissance patrols

t ; [ returned in toto without coming in contact with the enemy. The reconnitssance

' ;. patrols in line in the pass position at 5616 also spent a quiet night. The
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et

laying of mines in the position before Sbiba makes good progress, At 1000h.

the enemy fires well placed harassing fire on our advanced positions espe-

cially on Xkak the 3d Bn.,l0Bth Rgt. Our obsorvation is very mucn hindered

_ VWl Se By ax Meed 2
by the weather. At 1100 h. the recomnaissance detachment at 5616 reports

that contrary to map findings there is a goog?pauslentr ce}at Mashei and

Abdullah. 5616 is occupied by an enemy =ZEXEERX company. Toward 1%00 h. again

violent smoke firing on the left flank of Flak Bn., 609. It can be assumed
that the enemy is undertaking an attack to get relief from proessure. At 1330 h.
20 tanks, 1 battery and a few motor vehicles are observed l; km. east of Sbibsa.

)
’As visibllity has become extremely good it is assumed that these motor vehicles

are khexxomxxxxkimza nothlng new but{élmplylwere there in the previous days-

am et SRS oo R e

anq/ébuld not be 1dent1fled because of the weather.

Toward 1500 h. enemy artillery fire lies on a line with the flsk
switoh line. Westward toward 6,3 an enemy battery is identified. Our artillery
fires on identifiqd objectives. The‘numerous scouting opérations launched
by the division during the day disclose that the forward terrain is mostly

free of enemy. Toward evening mwmm the enemy's artillery fire slackens notice-

‘

. s
ably and wesx altogether quiet after 163C h. At 1730 h. for the first time
12 onemy fighéer planes flew over the divisiorTal area. A "Lighging" was -

brought down.

The following commanders were ordered to appear at the [division]

commander: Col.Brusr
Lt.Col. Stenkhoff
" % Werdelmann
""" Ppfeiffer
Captain Hissmann
" Richter
" Streitz

. At 1830 h. the 3d Bn.,10Lth Rzt. observed vehicles before tho front.

They woro probably employed to lay mines. Our artillery engages them at once.

At 1850 h. Col.Bayerlein informs Ia: "10.Pz.Div. DAK regroupod and reached
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""the pass positions at 7760,-77L5. The 21.Pz.Div. remains before Sbiba for
the defense; Again several artillery fire concentrstions on the sector of
the 3d Bn, 105th Rgt since 1915 h. At 20 h. a radio from X 0.B. reaches
the division. Contents: [Figures illegible] defense of the present position.

23 Gobbenl (5. Arta Mottt @ae]
10 Pz,Div. and DAK will withdraw to the pass position 7776, 5655 which will
be held. Prepare the mining of the road to Sbeitla'.

The enemy behaved as on the previous day, but did not attack.

Artillery activity is somewghat less. 5616 is occupied by an snemy company.

Our 6 lan east of 5616.

WX flank protectlon by artillery is weak/ First enemy air reconnaissance
over the positions of the division. One "Lighgjng" shotdown. Plans for 23

February: DBefense; reconnaissance.

Tank situation: 33/I1],6/LV

- S e 40 Bt W ot L " > S Bt T S T Tl WO N 0 ko Dt Pt T T P S S A D S T S " B " - - - S -

The night passed without special occurencs. The reconnaissance com-
firmed Arabs statements that the enemy has evacuated the positions south of

Sbiba and the locality itself. Enemy artillery fires on Sbiba and north of
throughout the
Sbiba Xkmxmmtikxm day.

At 1220 h. FM Rommel issued the order to continue the occupation

of the position.

Bn.Major Kn8sels with the addition of a company from=*Major Plessing

occupies the position just northwest of Sbeitla. Flak Bn.f09 furnishes a re-

inforced platoon and smt starts it to march to 5 km east of 5616 for gecurity
purposes and to relzsve Lt.Col.von Katzler. The platoon is placed under the
control of Capt.R8mer, commender of the position. The en&ire position is un-
der the direct control of the division. Toward 1550 h. an armored enemy co-

lwmn coming from the zmerth eporoaches Stiba arnd in frozt of ithe northern
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““ekifft&rﬁs again to the north. At 1630 h. en enemy infantry company is
advencing from the north on Sbiba on both sides of the road. Committed
fresh reconﬁ;{séance patrols recomnoitor south of Sbiba and at & 16&0;;6—
port the area south of Sbiba free of enemy. At the southern exit thi patrol
was fired upon by tanks from the northern direction. Two tanks and 2—12
motor vBhicles were ascertained without a doubt. At 1720 h.our artillery

moving into
observers ascertain that the enemy is mxewpyimyx his old position though on-
ly with weak elements at first. Toward 17%0 h. the Pz, Gren.Rgt. 1Oh4A re-
ceives the order to bring to the region east of Faid all the non-mot&fiaed
elements that are not needed. At 1%L0 h. The Ia goes to the OB to be apprized
of the situation.

At 1940 F.M.Ronmel spoke with the division commander and informed
S ———— .

—— o —

him that when the 10.Pz.Div, and DAK pass through Sbeitla the 21.Pz.Div. will
cover the march into-the positions northwest of Sbeitla, At 2040 h. the divi-
sion commander instructs all the commanders and orders a commarders conference
for 2l Feb. ‘

The planx for 2, Feb.is defense as on 23 Feb.

After a temporary withdrawal the enemy again felt forwerd. The enemy
artillery fired on its own tréops. Vigorous enemy aif reconnaissance with
low level and high altitude bombing. Division position at 5353 to 5373, Divi-

1
sion flank protection with 1 company at 5347, and with 1 company and artillery

-

at 5616.
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the entire mnorth and center front of the 5.Pz,Anmes.
On the basis of these considerations the army has decided to-withdraw

to the area north of Gabés, the Lw.Jg.Brig.l as well as elements of the heavy

army artillery and fl%ﬂk artillery as army reser{g)for possible employment

at the Mareth front. These elements were held as reserve at noon already
by D.A.K. upon orders of the army. The transfer will begin in the evening.
Ineddition the Div, Centauro is ordered to commit its foroces reinforoced by
the 7;Bers.Rgt. in the Gafsa area for defense with front to the nortﬁ and
the west, and to leeve the im-mobile elements of the division as support
in the former positions east and southeast of el Guettar, (Annex 1097)

The combat group of the D.A.K.-?eceives the order to hold on 18
‘Feb. with the remaining foroes (Pz.Gren.Rgt.Afr., 1 artillery battalion,
A;A;33, 1 2x.4%”J%ed battalion, 1 engineer_campany; 1 antitank company,
1 Italian aggﬁréﬁ—fattalion, 1 Italian artillery battalion) the bridgehead
positions gained just north of Thelepte and to launch strong reconnaissances
against Kasserine and in the direction of Tebessa. Withdrawal in the direction

of Gafsa will be effected only in case of strong, superior enemy attack.

(Attack 1098)

2, Morning and noon report to O.K.H, (Annex 1099)

Gt 2 0 o T U . ety ot D i oy B e T P P i oy o o e

18 February 1943

Sequence of events.

e. S8outheast front:

The enemy continues vigorous reconnaissance activities in front of
the reconnaissance group afid of the 15.Pz.uiv., but without advancing with
stronger forces. All assaults of enemy armored scout cars aro repulsed by
our artillery fire. No large scale operation is carried out wither in the

Foum Tatehouine area or against the rearguard position west of Medenine.
(#rnax 1100)
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control
The Iw,Jg.Brig.l -under the immediate/of the army since 18 Feb.-
reaches at dawn the assembly area Metoula (north-northwest of Gabds) and
P
remains alerted there at the disposal of the army for eventual commitment

at the Mareth front. S.Annex 1101)

b. West front:

Our reoonnaissance forces throw enemy rearguards north of Thelepte
and at the Tunisian-Algerian border near Oum Ali back to the mountain passes
leading to Tebessa, where the enemy occupies defensive positions reinforced
by artillery. Kasserine is captured and xizm a platoon kmmx of 60@ J>
arriving from the east is taken prisoner. {Annex 1103)

The weak seocurity detachments of the D,A,K, #ommitted in the Metlauoi -
Tozeur line reconnoiter over Moulmres in the direotion of Tamerza on the

No emenmy is observed in Moulares.

Tuni sian-Algerian box_‘@er?/ A.quantity; of .valuable. railroad md_Mﬁng-mtéﬁal -

is secured. Reconnaissance in the direction of the border cannot be continued

because of a violent sandx:tmm storm; According to Arab statements Tamerza

is still occupied by the enemy. (Annex 1105!
Reconnaissance forces of

the 21.Pz.Div, establishax contaot at Kasserine with the D,A.K, and
clean up and secure the area gained. (Annex 110l)
(Situation map and reports see Annex 1105)

Air situations

Limited commitment on both sides on account of unfavorable weather,

M
'b\ et fron

A.1r reconnnissance discloses no important change in the enemy picture
before the southeast front. One must suppose that the enemy will attack the
rearguard positions at present just west of Medenine only after a concentration
and rsadiness of comparatively strong forces. At the same time we must expact
a continusd sti‘ong pressare of enemy reconnaissance forces against the south
flank.

oast
There is no change in the plans of the army an the south/Tront.
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b. West front:

The air reconnaissance disclosed in the forenoon movemai ts to the
rear from the area northwest of Xasserine and from the area around Bou
Chebka; this and the general impression gained from the enemy pioture
gave the army ground izrthe interpretation that the ememy is falling baock
with its main body to Tebaessa leaving strong rear guards at the mountain
exits southeast and east of Tebessa. On the basis of this enemy situation
the 0,B. is of the opinion that through an immediate thrust of ogmparatively
strong forces from the xworkhe southwest on Tebessa and the area/thzﬁﬁa unique
opportunity is offered to change the situation decisively in Tunlsia. This

lic, 24, Condamns]

thrust, which would be carried out by the 34Panzer divisions, would penstrate
in the deep flank and rear of the British é;rces facing the north Tunisien front
“ “and would*likely causse the entire‘ehemy‘horth'ffdﬂﬁ'td“dallépéé{*§Afpferequiéite“
for the execution of this operation is the assurance of plentiful supply
through drawing on the reserves of the 5.Pz. Armes.

Inquiries are made to the %K. Pz.A.0.K.5 as to plans for the continua-

tion of operations, The answsr is that thé intention is to fall back to the
| e mem————— e

positions of departure -some of which are far forward-. The 21.Pz.Div. will

at first cover the occupation of the new positions from the Sbeitla area
and then withdraw from enemy pressure behind the main line of resistance.
The withdrawal of the mobile units of both armies from the SbeitQh—Thelepte-
Feriana area will be carried out by mutual agreement. {Aunnex 1106)

The 5.Pz.Armee is therefore of an opposite opinion concerning the

transmits
further conduct of operations. Nevertheless, at 120 hours the 0.3, Hfeooax

by radioto Comando Supremog\ for an immediate enveloping

thrust from the southwest on Tebessa and north thareof, provided supplies are

assured, and requests for that purpose that the 10.and 21.Pz.Divs. be put

under his control and be moved as soon as possible to the Thelepte-Feriana

aroa. (Anne:( 1102)
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In a telephone conversation of the 0.B, with Gen,von Armin the

———

latter expresses his concern with regard to the plans of the 0.B, The 5,
PR s . -
Pz.Arme%intended in the next few days an attack operation in the area west

of Tunis and would need a panzer division for that purpose. The army therefore
had already withdrawn the 10,.Pz.Div, q;;r;f the present operitions and trans-
ferred it to Kairouan.

Nevertheless the O.B. upholds his inbention as he sees in it the only
possibility‘z;~brinéxgieklong relief to the entire Tunisian front and free
strong foroes to resist the British Eighth Army or to attack the enemy advance
before the Mareth positicn, and thereby change the entire complexion of the
Horth Africen theater of war.

Toward evening F, M.Késselrlng¥agrees with the 0.B.'s point of view

e 2 toix that effect” =~ "~
and announces that he will that same evening have a talk/%lth Comando Supremo

and ths Duoce, (Annex 1108)

When at midnight there was still no answer from Comando Supremo a

radio message was sent pointing to the fact that the proposed operation had
’ L@
a chance for sucoess oanly if the sitack wes® launched without delay.

(Annex 1109) o -

2. Morning and noon report to 0.K.H., (Annex 1110)

T S ettt S8 = TP . U b Dt e Wt e oD S e T T P - T -

Attack Operations in Central Tunisia

from 19 Feb, - 23 Fevb. 1943

19 February 1943

1. Sequence of events.

a. Southoast front: The enemy continues his reconnobtering with tanks and

armored socout cars from the east and southeast against our rearguard positions

Jjust west of Medenine. All his assaults are repulsed by our artillery fire.
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beyond
The enemy does not succeed in feeling forward sxmx Medenine to the west.

The ®own itself isk still free of the enemy in the evening. It 1s ocoupled

by our.weak security detachments. (Annex MXXIX 1111)

The pressure of superior enemy foroes continues in the sough flank
against the raconnaiésanoe group. Faced by an enemy infantry attack with
artillery supvort it has to withdraw its right flank from Ksar Mguebla to
about 12 km to the northwest on Xsar et Turkl to avoid being cut off from
some of its elements. (Annex 1132

b. Front of the attack group north:

ed
The approval of Comando Supremo Lor the operation suggestizm is

received at 0130 hours.,

Comando Supremo orders that Xox a thrust be carrled out agalnst

a IR . .__-“\ s TR T

| deep flank and rear of the enemy forces opposita the north Tunis1an front
making full use of mmx previous success, cut them off if possible, but at
least force the enemy to a withdrawal.

first on Le Kef
F.M.Rommel will exeoute this drive/with all available troops of the
D, I, Pamsararmee and thoss of the newly subordinated 10.and 21.Pz.Pivs. =ikk
under close concentration of forces and strong soreening of the west flank
on the general line Sbeitla - Thelepte ~ Maktar - Tadjerouine. Moreover the
5, Pz.Armee will hold itself in readiness to fall in to an attack upon special
orders between the coast and Pont du Fahs on a Wmxst broad front. The enemy
effective now,

facing it will be4kept tied dwwx down and on the alert by fpequent assaults.

{Annex 1113)

Deviating from the suggestion of 0,B, Comando Supremo has ordered

the thrust made on Lo Kef. The 0,8, had proposed Tebessa as this is farther
e,\c\u

west of the northern Tunisian front and therefore would not lead so easily

to

the enemy reserves in readiness thers.

The army issues immediately the following order to the subordinate
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units (extracts given out xmxhxiiy by telephane)

a8

and the reinforced Lw. Co. by the Iw.Jg.Brig. 1.

bb.

CCe

dd,

The combat group of D.A.K, (less Bera.Bn. and artillery bn. of the Div,
Centauro which will remiAn at first in the Fériana area to proteot and
reconnoiter to the north and northwest), starting at once, will reach
Kasserine, and there will get ready to attack shortly end will ¥hen gain
immediately first the mountain pass northwest of Kasserine. Further
aotion from there will be by special order of the army according to the
development of the situation.

The following units will be immediately brought forward for the reinfor-
cement of the D.A.K.:

1 mortar battery, 1 smoke battery and 1 Eng.battery.

The Bers.Bn. and the Italian artillery bn. againfill be brought forward

-, to.the combat group as soon as.the newly. subordinated 7.Bers.Rgt. and the . .

reinforced co. Iw.Jg.Brig.l have arrived in the Feriana and have been

committed to the north and the northwest for the defense of the left flank

of the Rommel attack group.

The 7.Bers.Rgt. will be brought forward in the forenoon by Div.Centauro

The 21.Pz.Div, will start from the Sbeitla area at 0800 hours 19 Ibﬁl

(the order will be transmitted by A.0.K.5) along the high road leading

north and will gain the the road junction about 75 km north-northwest

of Sbeitlg (Ksour)

The 10.Pz.Div, will leave the present area around Pichon immediately
Sbeitad

and reach/by the shortest road at the disposal of the Rommel attack group.

It will hold itself in readiness there, and according to the situation

will, on special order, be committed either behind the 21.Pz.Div. in

the direction of Le Xm® Kef or over Kasserine in a general northwesterly

direction,
without delay
Div. Centauro will bering forward/%o the Gafsa arsa all the xrik slements
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heretofore committed southeast or south of Gafsa and will put them in
line for defense there. The 7.Bers.Rgt. will be detached immediately
from the positions in front of Gafsa and will march to Feriana.iThere
the regiment will be placed under the control of D.A.K,

es, The Lw.Jg.Brig.l will set to march as soon as possible 1 co.,reinforced
by & platoon of light flak and a platoon of heavy flak, to Feriana at the

disposal of D.A.K, {(Annex 111l)

The O0.B. decides to start at dawn to the D,A.K. Hgs.with an operations
staff and the necessary oommunication equipment and, according to where the
to .
main effort of the attack unfolds,/conduct the operations directly with the
’ - following o T :
advanced C.P./%ehind the D.A.K, or the 21.Pz,Div., The main body of the Pz.

>
A.0.K, will remaié7g§gb:;mmand of thealst‘gffiqer pfﬁtbgﬂGeneral Stgff gtuhw
| £he ﬁ?retthroné. A - S

The order of Comando Bupremo provides for F.M.Rommel's retention of
the responsibility for the k&reth positiop. Névertheless, the army requests_r
Gon.Messe to take cver the high command over the Mareth front as a represent
ative during the =bssnce of the 0.B, frem the southeast front. Gen.Messe
declines. Thereupon the 0,B, informs Comando Supremo that it is not poésiblé
for him to command at the Mareth front and lead the western operatioﬁs at the
same time, as means of commnication are lacking for x the exercise of direct
oomnand. The O.B, therefore requests that Gen.Messe take over the cotmand
of the Mareth front as his representative. (Annex 1115)

While in the morning hours D.K.K. is getting into a position of rsadiness
in the Kasserine area for attack, the A.A.3% is thrown forward to ppen the pass
ngrthwest of the locality in a coup de main. This is foiled however by the
stubborn resistance of the enemy in line on the heights on both sides of the
pass. At 1100 hours the Pz,Gren.Rgt.Afrika moves to the attack. It succeeds

{As l‘/‘-t‘?
at 1315 hours ter capturg “Hill 91l; with the right flank, while in the left
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the attack comes to a standstill. The tank attack launched in the afternoon
is stopped by the/izgznsni blocks at the pass. However at 1600 hourg Hbal
712 is teken and in the evening hours stubborn fighting forces the violently
resisting enemy to g£all back to the north, though it is not possible to break
through the well fortified defensive positiona. {Annex 1116)

The T.Bers.Rgt. coming from the Gafsa area arrives toward noon in
Feriana, and with the reinforced company of the Lw,Jg.Brig.1 which has also
arrived there, will be committed for the defense of the left flank west-and
northwest of Thelepte on the road leading in the dirsotion of Tabessa. There-
by the Bers.Bn and the artillery battalion of the Div. Centauro are freed |
to be committed by D.A.K, Im compliance with orders they arri;e in the after-
noon in the fasserinme area. The army Eng.Bn.Afrike end 1 mortar battery and
1 smoke battery also arrive there for the reinforcement of the combat group
of the D.K.K, and arevplaced.under the control of the combat group. (Annex 1117)

At 0830 hours the 21.Pz.Div. starts from Sbeitgil to the north. Weak
enemy forces -probably combat outposts—- in thg region 8 km south of Sbiba
are pushed back at 1100 hours. At 1230 hours, @ k m south of Sbiba the division
runs against/:omparatively strong enemy in impopved positions with sevgréi
mine {ields extending in front of them. After moving into position of readiness
and clearing paths free of mines the Pz.Rgt.resumes the attack at 1600 hours.
Because of stronger resistance, new mine lines and rain making the terrain
almost impassable Xxit is impossible to break through the enemy lines. The
attaock comes to a stand still. The division passes to the defensive for re-
grouping. (Annex 1118

The 10.Pz.Div. coming from the Kairouan - Pichon area reaches Sbeitla
with his advanced elements only toward the afternoon because of road diffi-
culties. The division which has only half of its ccmbat strength because a

considorable part of its elements are committed and immobilized on the north
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front of the 5.Pz.Armee, will have reached with the mass of its units the
the agsembly area of Sbeitla by dewn of next day. (Annex 1119)

There is no contact with the enemy in the Gafsa - Metlauol - Tozeur
area and west thereof.

The immobile foroes of the Div.Centauro which had remained in the
férmer positions at el Guettar are brought forward and put in line at the
north front of Gafsa.

Situation map and reports see Annex.lllg) £2]

Air situation:

Sand storms and strong fog formations in the mountains make the use
of the air force almost impossible on both sides.

Estimate of the situation and intentionss

a. Boutheast front: : T T T T B R

Because of the weather situation aif reconnaissance discloses only
an imcomplete picture before the froﬁt.

The army intends to hold the rearguard positions just west of
Yedenine on 20 Feb. also.

b. front of the attack group north:

On the north front the enemy offiosed stubborn resistance to our
attack. The attack came to a standstill in the two aghack groups (21.Pz.
Div. and combat group D.A.K.) because of strong enemy resistance in well

on the heights

improved positions/reinforced by numerous mine blocks. The enemy has apparent-
ly brought reserves forward., British troops were identified opposite the
21.Pz.Div., It is to be assumed that the enemy has brought forward the 6th
British Panzer ®ivision 1located heretofore behind the north sector as re-
serve and has thrown ih into the fight. Bmxmodkrmmpxxhxysm A combat value
considerably higher than that of the American troops can bs attributed to
theso British troops. Therefore the army expects a further stiffening of

the resistance on 20 Feb. {Annex 1120)
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The army intends to oontinue the attack on 20 Feb. with the main
offort in the D.A.K,
The following orders are issued in that intention (in the evéning
the 0.B, instruots the individual division commanders Qﬁﬁ%)
aas The combat group of the D.A,K.,will gain :i a coup de main during the
night if possible the pass positions still held by the enemy, and at
dewn will debouch from the pass in the direction of el Hamra and of the

pass 5 km to the southwest, open the passes and will pass to the defensive

with &ix its front to the west. In connection with this operation a

combat group will be employed{to open the Dernaid pass?from a northern
direction. comect with Div.Centauro's attack from the Sheierpiwxxocx

direotion of Thelepte, o S e . SRR

bb. Until dewm the 10.Pz.Div. will bring its units forward to the Basserine
erea and west thereof and will<atfack, following behind tbe D.A.K., in
the direction of Kalaa Djerda; and at the same time will protect the
right flank of the D.A.K, from a possibly enemy drive from the Thala
directiop.

cce The 21.Pz.Div, will continue the attack through Sbiba on Ksour.

dde Div. Centauro, while retaining its former mission -recohmoitering and
: ' in the afternoon
covering in a western and northern direction- will opgn/%he Dernaia bxmﬁd
(northwext - northwest of Thelepte ) with a combat group, {Annex 1121)

2. Morning and noon report to 0.K.H. (Annex 1122)

20 February 1943

1. Sequence of events

The order of Comando Supremo for Gen.l:bsse ho—balea—aermr—ttrmmmraand

(First Ital.Army) to take over the cormand at the bareth frong is received

during the night. The First Ital.fmy and the atteck group north will ta
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join the RommsidA group and, placed under the joint command of F.M Rommel who,

at the same time, will retain the direot command of attack group north,

(Annex 1125’

8, First Ital.Army:

At 0600 Gen.Mssse has taken over the high command of the Mareth
ffont. All the Germsn and ital. troops heretofore under the high command of
the D.I.Panzerarmse will at that time come under the mwxkxwi high command of
the First Ital.Army inasmuch as they are in line at the Mareth front. Gen.
Messe will Be given a German liaison staff for the command of the German
units. (Annex 112l)

To watch over Germen interests F.M.Rommel orders that Gen.Ziegler
be entrusted with the command of D.A.K, until the arrival of the commanding
geﬁ%ral. wAlllthe“Ggrman>£rdop3‘employed“at-the“lﬁréthff:ontfgrefplaced‘under‘#l
the control of D.A.K. Only the 90.le.Afr.Div. will receive operational
orders from the XX.A.K. (Annex 1125)(>

Under the cover of strong dust clouds loosened in the forenoon by a
sand storm,strong enemy armored units have Advanced with their point Qf mgin
offort north of the left flank of the rearguard position of the 15.Pz.Div,
and in the early forenoon stand in the deep northern flank of the division.
The division had to fight stubbornly and call out all its forces to resist
the orushing superiority of the enemy panzersx, and despite the enemy attempt
to encircle the southern flank also, it kept open the withdrawal road Medenine -
Toujane. The one armored battalion at the disposal of the division (with
about 20 tanks) repeatedly brings to a standstill through counterattacks
an enemy al;ost five times as strong. Severe fighting continues until dusk.
The division has mastered the situation so far that it can disengage itself
from the enemy systematically and withdraw along the Medenine - Toujane “LDTliL
behind the advanced position. {Annex 1126)

Herewith the last German units have been withdravm behind the advanced
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position and the defense of the Mareth position is beginning. The First

Ital.Army has already ordered readiness for defense of all the positions

in the morning., (Annex 1127)

The enemy continues vigorous reconnaissance actitities on the south
flank of the position in the area about 25 km northwest of Foum Tatahouine.

(Annex 1127) (7]

b. Front of the attack group north:

during the night
After regrouping had been carried out/the 21.Pz.Div. attacks again

at dawn and strikes at a reinforced enemy in imxmx improved, heavily(mined
positions and with numerous ertillery pieces (9 batteries ascertained), tanks
and entitank guns. Our attack makes only slow progress because of extremely
violent resistance and at noon is boought to a standstill. After further re-
grouping a renewed attack equally fails im-gainpmx ground. The division stops =
sses to the defensive

the attack and/at the edge of the enemy mine field. (Annex 1128)

The combat group of D.A.K, dﬁes not succeed in taking the rest of
the enemy positions at Kasserine Pass. The enemy,who has brought reinforce-
ments forward, even sx launches counterattacks which it is possible, however,
to repulse entirely. B

At dawn the combat group of D.A.K. renews his attack after strong
artillery preparation, The attaok comes to a stand still inthe violend de-
fensive mmmmy fire of the enemy stubbornly fighting in overhanging mountain
positions. Thereupon the advanced elements of the 10.Pz.Div. which have
arrived in the area northwest of Kasserine are put in line on the right of

the combat group of D.A.K, After hadd and fluotuating fighting lasting un-

til late afternoon the enemy is thrown out of his mountain positions. Enemy ///,_

s

BN

reinforcements launching an envelopang movement over the mountain ere caugh

————

by & counterattack, surrounded and for the most part destroyed. The panzer

battalion of D.A.K., xpmsriingxkhmxxkxxgk which sunported the attack and forced

the breakthrough on the pass road, shot down 10 enemy tanks and captured
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about 30 American armored personnel ocarriers mounted with 7.5 cm guns.
(Annex 1129)
After a breaﬁﬁhrough the pass position had been forced, elements of
the D.A.K. and of the 10.Pz.Div. were immediately put in {i&gﬁgn the direction

of Djebel el Hamra or Thala Eor pursuitj

For the first time on the African theatre of war Epckat launchers were

used in the fighting for the Hasserine pass position. One of the batteries

at the disposal of the D.I.Panzerarmes supports effectively tha attack of

our infantry. The 0,B. requests therefore the inmediate bringing fo;ward

of additional rocket projector equipment snd submrits this requsst also to e

F.¥, Kssselring at his C.P, in the afternoon. (Annex 113%0)

The Div.Cenkasuro holds its positions at Feriana. An attack executed
‘with only week available foroes against the pass north of Thelepte effects
no penetration because of strong artillery resistance, SAnnex 11%1)

There is no contaot with the‘enemy before the west front in the Gafsa

- lotlauoi -~ Tozeur area.
in the afternoon

Upon order of»Comando Supremo the 5 Pz.Armee/with Kampfgruppe Buhss
(reinforced Gren,Regt.L7) fell in to tbé attack#;o# the area north of KAi:quan
to the west in the direotion of Maktar, The Kampfgruppe by evening reaches
the region 6 km south of Ousseltia without meeting strong énemy resistance.
Continuing the advance its foremost elements come upon strong enemy forces bréfhé/
had taken a foothold in favorable positions at the passes west of Ousseltia.

(Annex 1132)

0.B.Slld F.K.Kesselring arrives toward noon at the C.P, of Grmuppe

Rormmel northwest of Kasserine and the O,B, orients him concemnning the si-

tuation.,
Situation map and reports see Annex 1133)

Air situation:
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Strong dust clouds and asnd storms oontimue to limit the air activity on

both sides. {Annex 113,)

Estimate of the situation and intentions

a. First Ital.Army:

It is supposed that today's attack of strong enemy armored forces
- bring g~
against the 15.,Pz, Div, was carried out to/%eliefu/the American units engaged

in heavy fighting. It is apparently the enemy's intention to induce our
them

command to pull out forces from the attack gropp and transfer/%o the Mapeth

front, Therefor7%dditiona1 strong enemy attacks must be expected on 21 Feb,

also. An air reconnaissance confirms this assumption, as the enemy group

A\l
n

between Medenine and Ben Gardane has been roéénrced by 2 500 motor vehicles.
(Annex 1127)
(the troops fully alerted?)
The First Italian Army has ordered full defense readiness at the
Hareth front.

b. Attack group north:

Using all his available forces the enemy attempted to hold his new
switch position on the ridge northwest of Sbeit&i - Kasserine - Thelepte.
he continued to send reinforcements fo? this purpose to Sbiba, northwest of
Kasserinq)as‘well as north of Thelepte. According to today's impression made

by the enemg'the army must expect enemy cownterattacks on all of the three

sectors, as the enemy will be anxious to restore the line that was partly
lost.

On the basis of this situation the arny decides to remain on the de-
fensive on 21 Feb. at Sbiba and Feriana, to prepare for defense at Kasserine
pass with comparatively weank forces and to be ready with a strong assault

group to fall in, according to the developmmht of the situation, either to
an assault or to a counterattack to the north or tb the west.

In this connection the following is ordered:

aa. The 21.7Pz.Div. will defend its positions south of Sbiba to the odge of
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of the enemy mine field, The A.A.530 placed under the control of the division
—— t /

will be set to march immediately to Kasserine as army resorve.

P,

obe The D.A.K., will defend the pass positions west of the Kasserine - Thala

roadxsxt and will send a kampfgruppe to reconnolter in the direction of

Djebel el Hamra. The relief of the 10.Pz.Biv. east of the road will bse

e
r

prepared.
coe The 10.Pz.Div. will defend the pass positions east of the Kasserine -

Thala road and will difjve with a kempfgruppe (without tanks) in the direction
of Thala. Tanks and the mass of the divislion will be held in readinegs for a
Athrust to the north or possiblg_a counterattack to the west,
dd, The Div. Bentauro will defend the Feriana - Thelepte area and brings for-
ward for that puspose additional artillery from the Gafsa area. (Annex 1135)
2, Mbynipg and noonnygppyyﬂﬁqﬂptg.iyc(Annex llﬁé)
21 February 1943

Sequence of events

a. First Ital.Armee
Bo vt

During/ths 15.02.0iv, occupied systematically the ordsred arsa in the

seotor of the Div. Spezia. Though the division has been engaged the whols of
yesterday in hard defensive fighting asgainst enemy foroes many times superior
losses and breakdowns remained comparatively small. SAnnex 1137)

Today the enemy did not continue his attack but limited himself to

Vigorous reconnaissance against the advanced positions of the Mareth line.
(Annex 11§§)

In the Rhoumerassen area (northwest of Foum Tatahowhne) the pressure
of strong enemy reconnaissance forces continues against our reconnaissance
group in line on the south flank of the position. {Annex 1138)

b. Front of the attack group norta:

Yhile the 10.Pz.Div. and combat group of D.A.K. are preparing for
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defense in the conquered pass positions, advanced pursult elements drive
during the night farther west and north.
The reinforced A.A.33 (combat group D.A.K.) strikes against a

strong enemy fighting delaying action along the road in the direction of
back
. It throws/to the northwest an enemy
ing it
armored attack at 0815 hours and followx/up Xy xxaxidwg reaches the area

Hamra pass./

about 12 km east-southeast of el Hamra pass. (Annex 11%))
The combat group of the 10.Pz.Div, throws the enemy rear guards

back to the area 20 Il south of Thala during the night. A counterattack by

enemy tanks is succedsfully repulsed and several tanks are shot down. Other
‘ from
elements of the 10,.Pgx.Div., clean up/the high ground north of the Xasserine

pass the rest of enemy forces still established there. (Annmex 1140)
The 21.Pz.Dix;'. has organizéd for defense in the'are*a it reached
yesterday afternoon.

The night passes quietly in Div. Centauro. Since it is feardd that

~——

the enemy will attack on the south flank with strong foroses to drive into

e

the laft flank of tho attack group, the A.A.5B0 -army reserve since midnightd

receives the order to move immediately to the Feriana area. (Annex 1141)-

At dawn Gruppe Buhse of the 5.Pz.Armee Rax resumes its thrust in the
direotion of Maktar. In compliance with an order of Comando Supremo received
during the night Gruppe Rommel will teke over the command, effective at once,
over the elements of the 5,Pz,Armee which except for the 10. and 21.Pz.§ivs.

are incorporated into the attaok movement or will be incorporated. (Annex 1142)

On the basis of the wimimxx impression orcated by the enemy this
forenoon (his heavy losses during the fighting yesterday and early today,
the withdrawal during the night, no counterattack to regain the lost pass
positions, his passive attitude also in the Feriana grea) the army comes to

the rzalization that the cnemy had been bYeaten so hard that for the vresent
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does ,
he d¥s not have the strength to recapture in a counterattack the pass posi-

tions at Kassarine that are so important for him. Therefore the 0.B, decides

at 1200 hours to exploit the situation and continue the attack with the 10.Pz. .
Div. and the combat group of the D.A.K, and drive immediately on Kalaa Djerda

or in the direotion of Dj,el Hamra.

In this conneotion orders are issued as follows:(verbally by the 0.B. ¢
to the ocommander of the 10.Pz.Div., the commander of combat group D.A.K, and
the commander of £x A.A,580)
aa. The 21.Pz.Div, will hold its former positions.
bb. The i0.Fz.Div. {less motor cycle Bn,10,which will e+ first occupy and

hold the Kasserine pass) will drive through Thala on Kalda Djerda.

COe Comhat group PLA.K. will fall in immediately and open at first the

< S

 pass at Slougi and then at Zitoun. An sdditional thrust in the HDGZ
direction of Haidra is planned.

ad. A.A.580 will not reach Feriana but will move to Kasserine by the short-

est road and will open the pass north of‘ﬁﬁelepte from the north by

drivﬁqgwestward threugh the Kasgserine pass,

go. Div. Centauro will hold the former positions at Fbrian:énd Thelepte.

(Annex 1143)

To prevent the enemy from drawing additional reserves from the north

Tunisien front the 5.Pz.Armee is instructed to carry out limited offensive
action in front of its western front to harass the enemy and keep him as busy

as possible. {(Annex 11L;)

At 11400 hours the 10.Pz.Div. and combat group D.A.K. launch an attack
to the north and northwest.

The 10.Pz.Div. in a bold advance drives enemy security detachments
back and about 15 km south Thala comes upon a comparatively strong enemy in

a well developped hill position. In an energetic stroke the division succeeds
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in throwing the enemy baok and % in inflioting heavy losses to the British
ermored unit whioch had oome forward to support the Americans in a counter-
attack. In a :pid follow up thrust Penzer and Panzergrenadiers drive into
Thale toward 1900 hours, roll up a battalion and capture'it (About 700 men) '//
However the enemy holds the heights on both sides of the town with strong
forces, so that the division has to withdraw a few kilometers to the south

at dusk because of a threcat to its flanks and rsar. About 5 km south of

Thala the division passes to the defensive. (A nnex 111;5)
The conbat group of D.A.K., after good initial progress in the attack
can only make slow headway in the afternoon on account of extremsly strong

parbly flanklng defenstvax fire. The attack comes finally to a stand still

e e i

on the plaln opposite the enemy occupying uverhanglng mountain p081tions._‘

At dusk the combat group has its adxvanced elennnts 8 km east of DJ el Hhmra‘-

and has organized for defense there.- Its losses are considerable, SAnnex llgé)
Opposite the 21.Pz.Div. the eneﬁy oodirferaimg during the day gets

reinforcements especially of artillery (a total of 11 enemy batteries are now

ascertained ). A&t 1700 hours the enemy supported by numercus tapks launches

a counter-

/&kz attack which can be brought to a stand still after 6 enemy tanks are-shot

down. (Annex 114;7)

A renewed attempt of Div. Centauro to open the Dernaia pasgs north of
Thelepte fails becruse of extremely violent and well placed enemy artillery
defensive fire. (Annex 11}8)

Gruppe Buhse has been unable to throw the enemy out of his hill posi-
tions west of Ousseltia and therefore attampts to continue the thrust on
Maktar driving from the north and the south.

(Situation map and reports see Annex 1149)

Air situation:

Limited air activity on both sides on account of bad weather.
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Estimate of the situatlon and intentions:

a, First Italian Army:

Today's air reconnaissance discloses that enemy forces in the area
between Medenine and Ben Gardans are not as strong as was to be xxxxmmd
agssumed on the basis of yesterday's air reconnaissance. Today there were
only 1200 motor vehicles ascertained in that area. .

As a result of his mix ground reconnaissance of todey the enemy must
have observed that he has come against a well developed position. It must then
O fexx be assumed that ememy, according to his fo;mer oustom, will make
thorough end lengthy preparations for sttack. The amgxx army therefore does
not expect that he will advance on the Mareth position in the next few days.

The plans of the First Ital. Army are unohanged.

b. Front of the attack group north.A

After the loss of the donnlﬁg;%%ass position northwest of Khsserine
the enemy attempted today to hold the ridge line el Hamat (1l km southeast
of Thala) - Dj.el Hamra. For the purpose he kmwxk brought forward additional
American forcas out cf the arsa around and southeast of Tabsssa and also addi-
tional elements of the 6.Britksh FPz.Div., The army expects that on 22 Feb.
the enemy wkil in a counterattack will attempt to regain the line of fesistanoe
he has lost in parts and that he will oppose stubborn resistance to a conti-

nuation of our attacks. (Annex 1159)

The army intends therefore to continue the attack for a limited ob-
at first
jeotive/with D.A.K, and 10.Pz.Div. and to hold the former positions with the
21.Pz.Div, and Div. Cen#auro.
To that effect the following orders are issued:
aa, The 21.Pz.Div. will assume the defensive in the former main line of re-

sistanoe. If the enemy withdraws through Sbiba, the division will follow

up with some elements, the main body being held in readiness for a new
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assignment. The O.B. ocombat echelon will drive from Thala on Rq&ia in the

rear of the enemy from Sbiba.

bb,

CCe

dd.

e,

there
The 10.Pz.Div. will reach the Thala -~ Kalaa Djerda area and/bass to

t
defensive with its main body. The division will push :gmi/:lements on
“f;ajerouine and Le Kef,
Combat group D.A.stfﬁntinuef the attaok for the capture of the el
Hamre passes. The passes will be encircled far to the south during
the night of 21/22 Feb.
A.A.580 will open the passes north of Thelepte by a thrust fr;m the
north and will held them. .
Div. Centauro will withdraw from sction south of the passes, will_reach_
during the night the old area around Feriana - Thelepte and will pass to
the defonsive there. The division will hold reserves in readiness for
mobile employment. (Annex 1}51)

Results of today's air reconnaissance, incomplete because of the

adverse weather, but suplemented by ground recomnnaissance and listening posts

esteblish that the enemy continuwes to draw strong reserves from the northern

Tunisian front and brings them forward to the Le Kef area. The 5.Pz.Armes

is

therefore/}equested again to harass the enemy through mxx¥ix local thrusts

on the entire front and tie him down. (Apnex 115%)

2. Morning and noon report to O.K.H. (Annex 1153)

o oy o 2 " > > - —— . - —
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22 Fedbruady 1943

Events of the day:

a. First Italian Army

The enemy continues his reconnaissance activities in advance of the

Mareth position and also on the south flank in the region of Rhoumerassen., The

day passed without any action on any considershle scale. (Annex 1154)
b. Front of attack group north

The attack of the 10.,Pz.Div, vlanned for 1300 hours against the enemy

is not carried out as ground reconnaissance in the forenoon disclosed that the

enemy has brought up strong reinforcements from the direction of Kalaa D{erda,
and 1s apparently preparing to counterattack, The didiwion plans tp.:;:;;:he
enemy attack in its present favorable fositions in order to take Thala in a
thrust to Ve delivered - immediately.following the enemy!s move. . However, the
anticipated strong counterattack of the enamy was not made, Only minor hostiie
probings to the front are made bﬁhim and are beaten off with losses to him. As
the enemy continues to move up reinforcements, the army, taking into account
the poor state of the terrain as a result of the rain, orders the division not
to execute the attack that had been prepared but to pass to the defensive.
(Annex 1155) '

The attempt made during the night by Kampgruppe D.A.K. to seize the
pass by a swift stroke fails., The Kampfgruppe reorganizes and at dawn advances
again to the attack. As a consequence of the enemy's powerful artillery action
and because of flanking fire on three sides coming from dominating pbsitions
in the hills, the attack meets with no success, The Kampfgruppe is forced to
pass to the defensive toward noon and to meet several violent counterattacks
executed by the enemy, some of them with tanks, until evening. In the course

of this action our left flank is pressed back eastward, The fighting lanmss

until nightfall., In xhis counterattacks the enemy has the advantage of posiess—
ng
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on the surrounding heights excellent observation posts dombmnding the entire
battlefield. (Amnex 1156)
The attack of the A.A.580 to open the passes north of Thelepte from the
north is also unable to push through to its objective because of stroﬂg hostile

interference and the swampy condition of the roads., Consequently the attack is

broken off towatd noon on orders of the army. (Annex 1157)
Hostile artillery activity is stepped up on the front of the 21,Pz.EBiv.
and Div. Centauro. However the enemy does not advance to the attack,
The advance maae by Buhse Group 1s scarcely able to move foreard’over the
difficult terrain which has become almost impassable from the gg}g. The enemy
continues as before to hold the psziziezest of (Qusseltda in heavy Torcex,

ﬁurther recomnaissance conducted on our part along the north Tunisian

“front establishes tne fact that there has been no weakening of the advanced

TR A0 AP L
C

enemy forces occupying the positions opposite the northern half of the<§[ S.Pz.

£;n@e's sector. Moreover local reserves still seem to be there (Annex 1158)

(Situation map and reports see Annex 1159)

Afr situation:

Cur ILuftweffe is giving effective support to our righting despite very
difficult weather conditions., -

Throughout the day enemy Jabo and attack planes were attacking in the
region of Djf.el Hamra and wouth of Thala. In this fighting 5 enemy planes were
shot down by ground fire.

Estimate of the situation and plans:

a. First Itelian Ammy:

Bedause of poor weather conditions, air reconnaissance is able to disclose
only an imcomplete picture of the enemy dispositions on the front . The impression
gained of the enemy today confirms the viewpoint of the arrcy, that the enemy

1ill not move to the attack amainst the advanced Mareth position until he has

brought up stronger forces and has completed hils preparations.
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The vplan of the First Italian Army is unchanged.

b, Front of attack group north:

Air reconnaissance during the day disclosed new enemy forces moving
toward the front along the e road Le Kef - Kalaa Djerda to Thala, and also
east-northeast from Tebessa. Furthermore, according to reliable sources,
orders have been issued all organizations forbidding any withdrawal from the
poéitions now occupied oqhnyjzéhieave higkwithout exkress order. The enemy
in any case will defend the pregent line: Sbiba - Thala - Dj. el Hamra, and
will probably astwrmeex start his coﬁnterattack from this line too, éo recap-
ture the imvortant Kasserine Pass in particular. The enemy counterattacks
made this afternoon on the front of the 10.Pz.Div. and Kgmpfgruppe D.AK,
support this interpretation. (Amnex 1160)

The 0.B. orients F.M.Kesselring, who arrives at the C.P.northwest of Kasse-
rine in the afternoon, on the situation and concludes that it appears futile
toicontinue the attack, in view of the constant reinforeing of the hostile
forces, the unfavorable xichwatimmorfxtie weather which renders the terrain
impasseble off the hard roads, and because of the increasing problems caused
Yy the mountain terrain which is so unsuited to the employment of armored
units, all this gdded to the low strength of our orgenizations. The O.é;

thprefore recommands stopping the attack and withdrawing the attack group

once heavy losses have been inflicted &&_the enemy and his development in

-the Gafsa - Sbeitdiz area has been cut up. In favor of this decision is the

further fact that the situation on the Mareth front necessitates a speedy
shift of the mobile troops of both armies there, in order to strike a sudden

blow at the enemy while he is regroupine and before he is ready to attack.

By this means it would be possible to gain a delay in his attack.

F.M.Kesselring, who approves of the idea of 0.B., is requested to ad-

vise Comando Supremo of the situation in the attack group in this sense.

z
In agreecirent iwhith O0.B.St%d tithe 0.B. plans to effect an initiam with-
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drawal to the position in the pass north of Kasserine in the dight 22/23
Feb. by the 10.Pz.Div. and the D.A.K., mining the roads and trails. This 1s
to be fdllowed by later bounds by all elements, including the 21,Pz.Div. and
Div.Centauro, back to the original departure positions of the operation, Con-
sidering the weakness of our forces and the necessity of concentrating all
mobile units for an operation from the Mareth pmmiiwx position, the afore-
mentioned position is viewed as the most favorable,
Detailed orders were issuedras follows:
age. 21.Pz.Div, will defend on 23 February the present ppsition and will
prepare to mine tho Sbiba ~ Sbeitle road.
bb. The 10.Pz.Div. and Xempferuppe D.A.K. will fall back at dusk to the old
pass positions northwest of Kasserine, mining roads and trails,
. céle”A A 580 at dﬁék will withdraw to the region north of Kasserlne and will.
remain there for the time being in army reserve.
dd. Div. Centauro will hold its present positions on 23 Feb. (Apnex 1161)

by F.M.Kesselring
On the basis of the estimate of the situation/ at 2310 hours Comando

Supremo issues the order for breasking off the a-ttack in Central Tunisia and
for falling back with the mobile troops to the positions of departure (Annex
1nez).

2. Morning and noon revort to O0.K.H. (Annex 1163)

23 Februayy 1943

1. Sequence of events:

a. On the frznt of the First Italian Army the day passed without fighting of
any consequence other than reconnaissance by both sides. (Annex 1164)

In the regrouping of the left flank, the reconnaissance group (A.A.3 and
A.A.Nizza) is moved to the Bir Sultane area. The mission or the grcup is to

secure the deep south flank of the Mareth front by extended reconnaissance
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south and southeast. A rether small detachment of A.A.3 remains initially
in the resion north of Rhoumerassen. {Annex 1164)

After Gen. Messe had stated that he could not asree to the order direct-
ing that all @erman Units in his xxmypx army be placed under e German commander,
the commeanding general of the #& D.A.K., 0.B.Std, by direction of Comando

Supremo, orders Gen.Ziegler as deputly commander of the D,A.X, to look after
1l

the interests of the German troops in the First Italian Army, untizg the

arrival of the "German commander at headquarters of the First Italian Armw:

{Annex 1165)

Y, Front cf the attack group north: -

The withdrawal of the 10.Pz.Div. and Kempfgruppe D.A.K. in the night of
22/23 Feb. took place free from enemy pressure of any conseguence and, despite
considerable difficulty on accouiit of the roads; it went off accomrding to -
plan., In the late forenocon the last units are taken back behind the pass
position, all roads end trails being heavily mined. The 10.Pz.Div. and the
Kemofgruppe D.A.K. stand in the positions ordereq, ready for actiqn(Annex 1166)

The.night vassed quietly in the 21xPz.Div. and Div, Centauro.(Annex 1167)

Toward noon the army orders Kampfgruppe D.A.K. relieved by elements of
the 10,Pz.Div., and to reach the region Feriana - Thelepte by evening, wiere
it would take over positions held theee by the Div. Centauro. (3x Given orally
by 0.B. to the co:mander of Kampfgruope D.A.K.)

Apparently held up seriously by the mines, the enemy follows hesitantly
only. He limits his activity to reconnaissance and artillery action, The day
passes without fighting of any consequence.

Toward evening the situation is as follows:

21.Pz.Div. is defending its former positions just south of Sbiba,

10.Pz.Div. is holding the Kasserine pass positions.

Most of the organizations of Kampfgruvve D.A.K. kave arrived in the

Feriana - Thelepte region alx have begun the relief of Div., Centauro.
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A.A.580 18 army reserve in region west of Sbeitla.

(Situation map)

Air situation:

Since ex¥ly afternoon the enemy has kept up & constant attack with bombers
rof all types and pursuit aviation against the region/gound Kasserine and -
Feriana in a force heretofore unparallelled. {In a quarter of an hour 104 pkanes

are counted over the Kasserine area).

Oour Luftwaffe carries out successful attacks in the region around Thala

and el Hamra,

Estdmate of the situation an@ﬁg}gggi

a. First Itallan Army:

Situation and plan on the Mareth front unchanged.

b. Front of :the attack group north:. e e

In compliance with orders from Comando Supram§ to move the attack units

back by echelon in delaying action; it i3 ordered for the 24 Feb. that:

aa., The 21.Pz.Div, will hold its present positions.

bb. The 10,Pz.Div. will defend Kasserine Pass. In case of strong enemy pressure
it will be taken back to the region west of Sbeitla, to cover the with-
drawal of the 21.Pz.Div. i

cc. Kampferuppe D.A.K. will defend the Feriana region and will fall back un-
der heavy enemy pressure only after mining the roads and destroying the
railway line running to Gafsa. Elements of Div., Centauro attached to the
Kampfgruppe will be released to the division,

dd. Div. Centauro with mobile elements, including attached German Iw.Co. will
occupy the north and northwest front of Gafsa following fkmooos its relief

°

by the D.A.K. There the iiggzﬁile troops will be relieved and put in
line in the former positions east of Guettar and south of Dj.Bu Jerra.

Elements previously attached to Kampfgruppe D.A.K. will accompany 1t.

ee. A.A.580 will secure the right flank of the 21,Pz.Div. in the region north-
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east of Sbeitla. ( Annex 1168}

At 1730 hours the order is received from Comando Supremo covering the

P e

formation of the Army Group Africa under the command of F." . Rommel. To the

Army Group Africa are attached the S.Pz.Army and the First Italian Army, and the
are placed under its direct control as a mobile Kampfgruppe.

10.Pz.Div., 21.Pz.Div. and the Kampfgruppe D.A.K./(Annex 1169)

F.M.Rommel reports to Comando Supremo end BX 0.K.W/W.F.St., that he

has taken command of Army Group Africa at 1800 hours. (Annex 1170)
On the basis of the new organization of the command it 1s directed that:

aa, The S5.Pz.Army will occupy the former main battle position, its right on the
coast, its left at Sened and will orgenize it immediately for defense. The
work of mining the front is to be carried out quickly.

.?P.Z,_RThe First Italian Army takes conmand of the entire front of the _former o

- mm;&n%mli Pz.Army including the Gafsa area; For this purpose Div, |
Centauro is attached to it, (Annex 1171)
Toward 2100 hours & xxxEEx second order arrives from Comando Supremo
containing instructions for subsequent action of the Army Group. It pre-

seribes the operation on the Mareth front proposead by F.M.Rommel. It directs

that:
"The Army Group will move the mobile organizations by echelon in delaying

“o
action im rear of the former main battle position, so that they will complete
their reorganization and rest, and be completely ready to reenter the line at
the beginning of March. The following will be assembled as indicated, at the

disposal of the Army Group: 10.Pz.Div. in the regicg1of_/§_fax, the bulk of the

other mqotorized organizations in the area of G&fes.

The new mission of the Army Group is to destroy the advanced combat ele-
ments of the British Eighth Army. The objectives of this operation will be announ-
ced as soon as possible". (Annex 1172)

On the basis of this order Gen.Messe 18 requested to submit to the 0.B.

not leter than 26 Feb.:
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aa. Recommondations for an attack of mobile forces in the strength of 2-3
Pz.Divs. to destroy the hostile forces standing on the Mareth front,

bb. Recommendations for an attack by 2-3 Pz.divs. against hostile f;rces
opetating against the southern front of the Mareth position, with the
object of destroying them. {Annex 1173)

2. Morning and noon report to O.K.H. {Annex 1174)
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19 Febrmry 1‘)1;3
Quieb nighb. '(‘.'mhat colwlon OcBe m& blowg up the railroad tuanol
| mrthamt oi‘ ﬁoula@oa (ALlw L;. B 1)e
%22 Araw ox‘dcr (:tiﬁ telephonsed) through Op.Seotion £.0.%, via Parsonnl
é.djutaxm o Oul, (un!.‘an) to Fxx Oporation Saotionmt Eamplgruppo DeA.K. will
o.tzback on 19 Feb. over tha Thelepte road, tho fagcerine Fasa nortiwest of
uasneerim and tnbo it (toxt Argy Order 2 5) All troops will be/g:udgngo
mrah mmdinhaly. Co.mundere nt Corps O,Ps The Intentlon of the Corpa
‘abtenpt ta.-
) to/mko thw pana nor thwract of Kagaorine in & aurprice reid by the 33
Roeonmiasanoa Bu. W&m maldag vae of tha firat m llght, In
oo.a. ttm bat anozx x:moto at;rong; rogistance the Pz.Gmn.Rgt Africa will etteok
ln.tor afear mvina inbca positlon and after the sdvance of the artdllary.
&rzmred Bn Sﬁo‘b‘mu wiu move forword at fircb only as far o8 the aren wosh
ox tho roo.d f‘ork mrth of 'Iholepbc go ag to be avalleble for wnmployment in
tha diraotien or the pnaa md alao to tha waut. The GSth Bergazlieri Bn., will
oavnr thﬂ aaator haratnfora defunded by J.A.E; witll the errivel of the re-
infemod 7th. ﬁaruuguwi Rgt. from Gu.fzm. The Arwored in., of 4w Dive Cole
tau:'o wlll bﬂ pluoed wKier tho sontrol of ths battalien to vepuloe a pogsil:le
emnzy o.ﬁumk trom the direa‘don of tha Tebasgoe road. Portinoent orders will
:m 1asund izmadia‘cely by Alephone and 1ato}'xm§t.§al:;}yec
m the 33 Reo, in, 18 pdvenolng in the direction of Zagoorine.
_ :ZE ‘g tlm romin&% ﬂlo«mntu of the Rampfgruppe fall in. With poor vici-
billty tho p)d Roc.Bn. aporoaahos ths pasg and 10 met by the fire of oatd-
tank gung and of a light battery. (Aunnex (=8) The enemy fo dofending the
paéa*wibh the point of rmain eoffort to the wvest, It g not posaible to tukeo

: : S : a vil thdrows
the paga with the forces of tha Lattalion. Theroeforge the bottlion
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fx'om the entrance of; the pass to tha aoutmrea’c (An,9)

"’ ;:it;lz"ni;’;;% tho Pz.Gran.Rg'b Ai‘rica. he.g recohed the asazembly area
mubh or thn paua.. Bohind t.hc regimont the cu'tillary and the tlak bbry.
!kxxknh;b aro going rnpidly into position.

@‘____}'_ the rep_;iment atarta in the direotion of the pags sntrance (Chambi ).
Tha Corﬁa C.P. has alraady baen moved to the ragion 1 m northwost of the
road fork met of Ka.aecrina (b 2). ¥With the support of the aertillery the
regimontnl attack me kea good progress at {iraty <Chore 1s a elight fog.
' Tho 2d Bn; attaoking on tho right throwa memy aecwilty detachmsnts baok

mto tho pata road nnd, toward noon, tuL.es HL11 97L east of the pasge (B 3)
Thm fltmking tire i‘rom the vioin‘].ty 01' 11 712 and from ths nrorth stops

the attuok. 'Ihn lot sn.(lert),wmch had stagted shortly aftor the 24 Bn,,
attaoka avar Wadi Zabbeup 1n bhe dirsotion of Hill 712, The buattalion sustaing
atx*cng firu from antito.nk g\.mn, xx meohine guna and ertillsry whioh odnot

be olimd.natod by our artillery bacauss of poor viaibility. The cnay seens

to be étrongly cntrcnohed in the lei‘t aector. At sorg places 7.5 om motor
‘gun oarriaqu are 1dent1f’ied. Ag the reglion poaseasoc thoe only orossing

to Hill 712 oxoept for Wadi Zebbnus, and has no terraln oustaoles, the conm~
mmxding gmeml deoidos bo comalt the armored battallon for the support of the ux
battulion omp].oyed on tho left and engoeged in hard fighting, and for X ro=-
uoving tho pmsauro on tho right battalion. Tho armored battalion moves

at 1215&13%::&50 draa mat of the road fork woet of Kngsering,
-129&_13' Q. 3. at the C. P. e 4a oriented by the oommnding genoral on the
dwclopnent of tho aitu.ahion. Tho Corps intends to ocapture today the xindtuda
atubbornly dcfcndod paas.. The 0.8, pgives information ooncerning the intention
to onrry out a main thrust with the 10th and 21st Pz.Diva. over Sbeitle,

Sbiba ‘bo the north. After the Kagserine pasd ig opened an advanse toward

tho woat ugainat Tabegsa L8 intendod to deceive the enemy. After the pass

18 talmn ‘the Corpa will tako measureg {or leaving gsecurity detachments at tho
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pass. and, Loy, moviagﬁrith the bulk of ite troops over Sbeitla, Sbiba swx to
lact ag aovaring. fqroa.latax'. The 0.13 givag further information on the si«
"~ the division,

tua:l:ion in 'the 2;(.81: Py DAv, ywituicg cdvanoing ofer Sbeltla, hna come to abou(z
1? km of Boibe., -hag been stopped thore by a dowle ndne beltmd strongly
Qoouplod mountai.n poas.,tiona, and 10 getting ready to renew its attaok,

-;29 the Kampfgruppe regumes tho attack on the left flank. The armored
battu.lion abtacks over Wall Zebboeus on Hill 712, About 30 enemy heavy ermorcd
' to the northwwgt
gaout oars, soms of them equipped with 7.Sm guns, withdraw/Crom the abstack.
Tne lst Bn., Po.Gron.Rgt., Africa follows the att:oiok of Ahe Armored Buxttalion.
Aa_._rér ag viglbility pomitc the atteok is supported by the oecncontaiited fire
oi‘__ thn a_rtil_lery_ andv heavy flak, The enemy offers gtubborn resistunce. Ihe-
arga.“lb_?tv_mcn Hlle 712 and 822, rrom which he oconduots his defenge, turns out
to be rugmd hill oountry with pany ravince. At 111 712 the atiack &8 the
armorﬁd battalion is stopped by e mine field (An 10, B L, 8x5). The let Bn.,
bz, Orqmagﬁ.Mriog % up to the line of tanka, and at nightfall moves
beyon;thon in the direotion of Hill 812. Several timeg the enemy is cbcorved
maving baok e thc northwest, Ingineers are emmplayed to olsaxr the mines in
frcmt of ﬁm arrored batitalion. Howover, tho approashing derkiess mekes a
f}.wtagr _aasault: of the tanka lmposaible. ) .

A:company o_f the Pz.Gron.Rg +Africa (mountain infentry) hed been coxzsltted

i,»zl;_i;l_x?j‘igl_j.reqti.ox‘x of M1l 812 enoirgling fram the south., HNo message is received
fr‘anwooow‘ The sou;xc}_.of fighting is hefu'd fron a dircotion scuth c:f
211311 81,2. _‘A;}oordiug to prigonars? stitumnts the cospany la surrounded.
In the 24 Bn., Pz.ﬁren.Rgt.Afriog comnitted on thae right the attack did

enemy
nat g0 bcyond H111 97l; beoauss of strong/flanking fire from e westorly diroction. |

oo

Froaz the road leading fram the north to the pass and from the mounteinoua
terrain north of Hill 97h the wnemy launzhes several attacks againat the

battalion; they are all repulged..
R TN
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#&11 Fow he night 1t'4e ordered that the Pr,Cren.Rgr.Africa will pecs to
ﬁtic'ldotddaé .=5.u‘tho‘fll.in-o'1t'haa reached and will keap olose contaot with the

eneny throvgh gorbab -r‘mo@iusamo. If a wighdroawal of the snenmy 1s ob-

gerved ‘pureuid will be launched immedimtely. The armored battaliod movea \

bagk to the ‘mrea southwest of Chembi. The 5th Bersaglieri Bn.wxbokisxAzoered

x rolieved durlng tho day by the Tth Bersaglieri Rete
inthe Tholepbe seodor and the Armored Rattalion of Div, Centauro move during
the night to the area northwest of the Knaserlno road fork. Reo.Bn,33% re-
geivaes tho order to move to the arse 3 kr engt of Chanbi and to aot ua covoring
foroe";jdintly with the 24 Bn..Psl.Gron.Hgt.Afrioa. Boocause the terrain is -
po.nmblwtha‘miasiofi”cannot‘bo oorried out, The battallon tharafore rmaﬁm
in tho area southwegt of Chambl.: "

2000 hy The Corpa QePy 18 bransforred to the eas’c cxit o£‘ Kassering (3 6)
" Evening report A Y1 - 18, B 7, 3B '
"7 In tha ‘aves of HA11l 712 over 100‘prisonars ware taken. Pz.Cren,Rpb.

- Africe repoftu that udoordiny;‘"‘oo érd:a&ncra' dtatacentes the pass is deronded
by 1500 Anericong. (A 19)

-Sﬁﬁblioé;”D;A.K;)ﬁégine during the dey to zove the supply depot lorword
to the aroa Feriana, Thelepte B 9). )
P After rightfall the 24 Bn.,Pzilren.Rgt.Africa suoceeds in taking the
domi_piht "hcvig;l"':—t;“ii91 wazt of the pass and in advansing aloug the road %o
£he ‘north ag far ag the rogion of point 70Q. The enemy attacking during

tho night tho two battalions of Pa.fren.Rgr.Africa is gonsrelly repulsed. ie

auooaoda howavcr in reaspturing point 700 in a counterthrust. Contrary to
the'impr¢ssxon exiating during thu/%§§:rnoon that the enemy is retreating to
thofhdfthwaot ‘the Oorps gain the improscion that the enemy intends to oontinue
holding thn wvatorn and northern oxits of the prag on 20 Ie bruury.

}g hr tho Arny ordor for 20 Fobruary is raotved. 0B 20 Februery the Gorpa
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‘ ug.ll’?‘oheﬁi'xa‘dberin:d‘ *'Pa;'t!& ind advanoe bo the nortiwost in the dircotion of

- 'Djiel Hamr&, open tho passes thore and pags to the defonge with front to
the weast (A 20). - Dv'iuting from the intention announced thig morning by
the .03. the Army intondg, aftor the pass hag boan openod, to draw the 10th
PzeMlv, through 1% in the dirocﬁ;n of Thale, Xalsn Djordo.

' ‘Thoreupon the Gorps orders for 20 February: Pz.Gren.Rz;t Africs wiidx,
with the: support of tho entire artillery and heasvy flak to which a howttzar
bm;tery end & K rooket projector battery arrived during 19 Fab. have Loon
attached, will-continue the attaelﬁ and take Ka‘_asarino poss, Attack will be
launiohed . at 0700 hr. . After openin‘g,' the pass roed Limediate cosmltnont of
the' reconnal ssance battalion and the two nrmoried battalions to the northwest -
15 intended. . These two units willf‘;eady %o zrﬂ;}oh et 0800 br. {portinant
m'dm‘ts“fu!'nua.'.tdj 20 Februsry 0105 hr';znd 0110 hr, '”B 10, 11).

<. Cm 20 Fobf;arj'i 1ight flek battery of thél 135th Flak Rgt. will be

brought up 4o Pz.0ren.Rgt.Africa as regerva for ground operation. (3 12)

[

LR RTEE " 20 February 1943
During the night tho enemy nttem'ﬁ;ed at various il plesss tc
'chrow .the attsoking advonced elomcnts of the Pz,Gron.Rgh.Africa back by a
oounterthrust, Tho attackds were repulwd (A1)
wIn the worning hours the loading elements of the 1Oth #z.Div, arrivo

in- tho' HKagserine areas, Toaroid a conoontration of forooes the diviecicen i3

roquaatcd to romain oast of Raseerine (p.2)

" 1: The mttesk which had boen decldod for 0700 hx' is pos*bponed 1 hour ard
"""" fire

- Lu.m«‘{,q

30 becauso of poor viaibility and the/untwcomrendiness of the entire urtillory,

At QS@ hr t}w attank interrupted tho prévious day le roawmod. In the deoply

- wogt of polnt 712 the lgt Bn.,Pz.lren.Rgt.Afrioa uales only slow and
revineg ' ;



pa.i.nful‘ad A I‘I‘h& ‘od” Pn.Gren.RSr.Afrioa oannot full in to tho attaok
mkxnx as"thae" ene:xy ‘in adva.nc,ng ng,uinn‘c 3111 1191 4n buttalion strength, w
thr IM%MK the' sewity doetachments placed there tmd attaokﬁ“‘%lw zd Ba,
rrem ‘the morth. T o
QD_O__}_IL 0,8, 8t 'Corpa C,P, at Kagserine. 1lo disousses tho sltuation with
tha com:mnding general. As a rosult an ordar is isswd to the Sth Beroaglieri
Bn. to attack into the gap Lutweon 'the lst end 2d Bus.,Pr.lron.Rgt.Africa over
point T2 in:t‘h'd‘dirbotid'n of Ogrine. The 0.0, woves to Cthe advanocod Corps
0)P. and issues tho order for the lunodlate commdtuent of cho Cronadier Cox,
of the 0,B, corbat schelon and of the Gronadier, Co. of the 33d Rocon.in.
on'the left flank of tha 1st Bu. Pr.Gron.Rgt.Africa. From the advancad Corps
Q.P. theO.B. o098 with the oosmdtng goneral Yo the C.P. of the lot Bn.
Pzieroti;’zigt.gfrim 1% the aren wogt of point 712. The regiment ocmwnnder
rii'p'orts ‘on the m% tha éttack.‘ The 1st Bn.) lg advancing slowly and with
g:ea‘b %ihévin?’ﬁhe 41 £f1oult mounteinous torrain by Hill 012 whore the enemy
3.5, well“gonsolidated xemtidoms and dominent mountain positions ia rosisting
ntubbornly.'rhe pbaeibiii‘éies of artillory gupport are limitoed by the
tl:i_;xfain"difriaul‘cioa' and‘véapeoially by tho foge. Tho cneny scoms to bo ofrering
gtrongest foststanee'iti the lina Ogringe~point 812, For tho reinforgouaent of
£he" attdok the 0,B, orders tho commitmsnt of o battalion of the 10th Pr.Div.
vhioh had advenced out of the Sboitla during the night. Later the ordor $s
aupplomon{;od to the extent that at 1630 hr the 10th Pz,Div, and Kanpfgruppe
W D.A‘K. togethex‘ (the loth Pg.Div, with all eloments arrivodlé/go::)
will attaok the pass positions (B 3,L). The 10th Pz.Div. W1l atéack with 2

.bé%ﬁalioﬁs'ovi‘cr 0311 97l to the north and labter turn wostward {u tho direotion

of Ogrino. Seoft thoreogfha 2d Bn. Pz.Gron.Rgr.Africa end Bn.5 Bergaglieri

will’ at‘ esokl The )th Bn.Beruuglicri 15 odvancing since 1025 hr from Hill

712’to"bh0 norﬂmest (A2, 3).
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In the noon howrs tho Stn Bn.Bcrsaglieri end the lat Bn.,Pz.Cxun.Rgt.~

;zg;i;a‘;;ol;;vgggigé ;l;wly 1n tha direotion Ovrine - 812. The artillery

ia uotivo on bOuh sidoe.

Araored Inf, 1

au 1630 hr elemomts of the 10th Pz, Div.( e./Battalions, 2 Artllory Bas) end
3hmpfsruppe D.A.K. again lawnch tho attack on tho entire front. Thoy geln
ground rupidly thnnka to woll plaoud[iz;al?f a-tillery and < ortari\ In the
1e£t ueotor tho lst Bu.,Pz.Grnn.RLt., offcetivoly'suvportod on ite right
flank by tha 5th Bareaglieri B, drives the enemy out of the pass to tho
northwast. Tho onemy ig sbil) holding out at the north exit of tho pass

with strong forces and alao tenks. Tho commending general theréforv deoides
%to 1aﬁﬁég ;hglgrmbfédvﬁﬁ,Stotth against thés enomy. In stronuoua rightiug
the battalion su~oaeda in anniillating 12 Gnomy toanks and 5 armored peroonnal
.oarriers. Tho attaock is effeotivoly aupportcd by elezenta of tho 10th Pz,
Div. advuneing over point 97h. ,

N ﬁﬁ 1515 hr tha onomy is <ddése north of paint 700 (An.ly). ‘The battalion
oontinuea its praaauro &nd rauohaa the north exit of the pasa 7 km north of
-Ghambl (An.B). Lven batoro thia onnmy movenanta to the roor had beon observed
‘and ongagod by‘our artillory tire, Div.cwntauro'a armored battulion, in roadi-
neaa Lor pursult. rooeivud tho order to fell in before deriness to tiw northe-
wegt and reagh le.Brik& (9 km;znorthwoab of Chandi ). The bnttalion advencos
to Hir 8riku and puahoa 3 ki beyond wi thout coping in oontast witia the OOy .

: In oompliance with hhe 0,B.'o instruotions the ordera for the-night end
-for 21 Fﬁb. aro iasuod uftur nightfnll. The 10th Pz.liv. will take over the
‘defona@ of the oastarn part of the pass (east of Wadi Hatob) end somo of its
uolomenta will uttaok during the night beyond this point to the north, The
.aeotor south of Wadi Imxogwiilp:gtectod by Hampfgru,ps D.AK, For that pur-

poso tbe reinforaed Sth Borgeaglierl Ba. and the reinCorced lst Bn., Pz.tren,

_Rgt. Afrioa will be put iu the advangod lino. For the defunse the Sth Berse-

N - N
(ﬁr’ t’.(_c_/\ﬂ(

A)
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mj‘ ,vu-? wﬂ*-‘“’ rﬂhi‘?" *k‘ --‘a- ‘.--\ m’ ,i‘..: M o, m ki.lled Ctt

b
| pn y 10 ou{;h‘b valinntly today (its omnmander £23% i the front Jees)
; /

Q.!
t‘dl. bt; p‘aced umier the control of Pz.uran.ngt Afrioa,
* Avmored Bn.Stotton will withdraw to tho aras gouth of Chamji for avall-
é_\bilii{:y', while the 33d Reoon.Bu. reinforcod by on Army Eng.fn., 2 iigh'{; field
l%@}ﬁg@b_ﬁttoﬁr and armored oloments of Div. Contauro rr:.ocivlos thae ordar to
~ gtart to march at midnight along tha road to the northwast and advance ug far
asthe i)asaés at Dj. el llnara and take pc)sseu:{ion of the zain pass vy gurprise
_lf pouaible. (p.é—ll)
; E‘v'ening roporta a6 - 12 pa12 . )
o Progrcaa roport Pel3 ,
Weak alr agtivﬁ:y on both sides becausa of poor viasibility. Out of I
a.t»ne\cing cnww planas 3 wore shot dom.
i Amr ordar- for the 26w 8ot up of the chnm of comaand. Accordingly the
First ‘Itelion Panzorarmy hes taken over the command in the south s cotor. All |
the elczeuts of the First Ttalimm ‘Mrry and of the Fifth Gormen Army which

SIS - e bAoNa Tas,
ars at presont engeged in e attaclksy in central Tunisla will be pleoccd under

the ‘control of F,M.Rommel as Group Rommsl; unbll further orders the First

Italien Army 48 alao under hls orders (An.l13, 1L).

21 Fatruary 043
'ﬁ;dakae' of oﬁéﬁi;:zdﬁioi{ "'of the pags roed the réluforced 334 Reoon.Bn. vma
tmablo ko lounoh 4ta cownterthruet at 0000 hrj 1t &ld so at 0200 hr (An.i).
‘ éiﬁéﬁeéagldi@etefﬁ north oi‘ the pass tho battalion came upon an ensumy Froup
of 20 vohiolos whioh, upon attaok of the battalion, withdraw to the northwest.
An 2 3) The oe.ttalion oontimions to edvanse, dostroys 1 armored rrconnalcsunce
oor and 1 entitonk gun and attampta to sncirole enemy roarpguard (on.l)e AL

Lhe battalion

fi."ct the enomy withdrews, but at 0500 hr akbtecksArith 50 velhlelet inoluding

tanls (An,5) and at 0500 hr withdraws agein to tho northwost. (An.G).
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In the paaa positi.on the nigld passed quistly. An order from AJO.K.
WO Oroup liozxma}.) 5.& rogoived for 2) Iubruary. It conowrs with the

.....

imtx’uotione isawd ormly e.ud Ly telophones {o hold tho p'f/l;: pos ulon,
AabAUY )

and, gesd ‘strong rccommiuamc@a in the dirsoticn of DJ, ol e, The 10th
:l’s.Di*'ﬁ. wil]. uf.;ba.ck with a cosbat group in the direction of Thale, The row
1%af of the ™
motor cyole bntt.alion of t:e 10tk P2,Div. In tha oart part of the pass by
a&mpi‘gruppe D A.K. will ve praparad, The road Xoosering ~ Thale will be the
. boundaxy botwaou the 10t P50y, and Hauptgruppe DAVKC Hevmver al’for &
. alk with the 10th Pe.Div. tha old boundary Vadl Hobob Lo xzwida rebainsd,
'a rnpc\rt bos.ng gant Lo A,0.K. (An.?, An.3 ) At deybreak Lho vulk of the
Kampfgruppe begius to prapara {or dofeneg in the loft svolor of Lhe pass.
’Ibe Corpy CuPe i8 f:raamcrrad to point 735 Just eseb of e Chugdrl road icm.
, The ooamnding; genﬁml 30ts out for the posltiong to talk over with Lhe cone
wtare To - Uhtrualr Ctriedl
uandc"a %mmmm the po..iticnn,m commitzent of the wnito and coopor_m-,s_cm

tm.h ’c&m m’ﬁ.llary.

In front or the 331 Regon.Pn. tho emsy who et {irgt had lallen beok,
/1

admmces a{,ain u'o O?jo%gainut the battalion, but ab O3 50 Goiaus to o sbend-
14881 (40,3 -12. 9,1)

- A'l: 1125 lmc 2 ruport from ﬁ,d Redon,Ba. announssd that the enemy has
'fsi*thdrmvn the bulk of his forsces bahind the pueaey (&,13) but s¢ill bhas
100 veLioles in front of the north pass and 50 vohiceles in frout of the
gw_tzh pans; 'A"he x‘epor‘b ig foervarded to the Army lumzdiately, Thercupon the
0. By’ ardara at 11145 hr an immediate thrust of tho wnbir: RKuaplzrupoe DALK,
.. oo the 2 pawea at Dj.ol lamra. Waclom: open thy gk main pess (Lrnguet o
_ _uloub}u) wit,h urtillury protecticn sgadnot a possible tlwaat froews Lioe aoxth
paas (lu'un(;uat us ai‘tadz). The nsogysury ordors are leaved lcuwdintely.
The 334 Rec.Bn. roaeivoa the crdor o advapscs sguingt Lho nerth

pase and

take?in & aurprisc raid; " the attempt fells the halttalion will rw.ain
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t;xero until the arrival &f Kmpfgruppo D.A. K, which will como forward out
. bulk of the
‘ of tho pnas ab 14400 hr.' The/10th Pr.Dive will move at the sams timo on
Thela (p,2-8)." The raid of the 33d Reo.Bn. feiloed; the battalion mnb in-
| tb‘"po'siti’dn’ﬁorth of tho trall lo-uding to the moin pase at poinmt 7322 at
Wotd Hatod' (An.1L),

At 1500 hr the bulk of the Kampfgruppe moves in in the order named: 1
bettalion of ‘sz.éré.niﬁgi'." Afrioa, artillery, 1 battalion Pz.Gfun.Hgt. Afrioaq,
tanks,’ Sth Bu.j Bersaglieri. The foremost battalion joins the loft flank
of;.tlxe'333d Reo.Bn.at 1530 hr and ‘preparea on both sides of tho jagses for
an attack to ﬁﬁe" morthwest, l 5

A‘c 1630 hr the battalion rei.nforoed by mnks of the Div.Cuntaure (.fsn.l‘j) \\

gouth of p.732 setrong \‘
launohas the' attaok (p.9) whioh 5.3 oheoked/by inoreasingly/arty fire (p.10,11). \

i
i

Oux' artillery, ready to fire in a very short time can only engagoe onemy vohiclos |
anci ‘advanced enemy positions, Th; positions of tho enemy ertillery (L btries)
oo _ '
e not been spotted.
“‘Egtimote of the situation at night fo.llz

"7 The mission assigned &t noon for tho opening of one of the two passes
to ‘Tebessa oould not be 'excodted, 'aa the foroes trought forward wntil the
éftorﬁ&on were too ntrongly hinderod by the effeot of enumy artillqry- fire.
“the attitude of the enemy leads to the oonclusion that he no longoer in-
ﬁon@s to hold bridgcheads wegt of the passsg. It con be assumed, howover,
that he will defend the passog proper on 22 Fob, also. "

. The térrain between tho positions we have reached and the north psse

11

(Eranguet ze Sloughl) ia very level, offers hardly any covor and ocan be vieved

dicqfxtionally'mll from the dombbant mountein positfons on Loth sides of the ’
paga.~ The strength of our Kampfgruppe, espeolelly of our infantry, indiocatos ]
thziﬁ o froantel atteck, as woll as one from the northeast would bo hopoless.

An attack from the south along the ocast ridge of DJ. Hemre is rojcot:d booauso
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P2 p of constent flanking tﬁreaﬁ. ~For a nipght xikixak surprige raid ﬂ&ﬂiHSE
the north pnas the enemy forocs soan too strong coupoared to ths oncs we
can cummit and the variod oovfcrmationa of tha terrain 4in tho north paea
) too dii‘fioult.

A syatomatioany plnnmd attaok egaingt the south pase is alwo vory
. dizrioult oonsidering tha comparatively woak conbat strength of tho HKumpf-
gruppe, sinoo strong flan¢inp asourity detachments must be detached. Howe
ovof‘¥né terrain oqnditiona thore are moro favorable, as Dj.el Adira otrotshing
aouthgust of the aouth pnas faoilitntee an approach and offars posslbilitioes
ror obaarvation positions. The protootion of tho gouth flank gtill rounine
a d‘:;:;ﬁiﬁ;*gino; Ao forces will bo avnilable to moke it seours, ofter the
Pz.Gran.Rgt.Afrioa.hasbeen gormitted to the attaok ageingt tha panaipﬁho 534
Reu.Bn. and Sth Boraaglieri Bn. are ooveriu, the norih flank and tho tankse
are 1n poaltion of rmadinann for on attaok oil both flanks. From o uslephoned
instruotion of A;O.K. that the 580th Rec.bn. which is in line in the south
flank of the oorps, tx‘will attack via Wadi Gherchara on Ain bou Drics (§ lm
northeaa* of Bou.Ohmbka) tonight or oarly in the morning (&2 Feb.) it is

troops

nsaumed thnt -‘ gk 1n view of the low strength of tha Zmmowg

availnble a aareening faroe to the loft may be disponsed with, Howaver the
8triking poser of thn Pz, Gren.Rgt,Africu geoms insufficlent for a systamatioc
attaok'by day. -

o The oammnnd ng general therofore dooides to have the Khap.brupL roady
during the night of 22 Fob. for an attook araingt the south paszs (Kronguet
es Zitoun) with protoo‘bion on the north flank, and while it is still darlk
to takn ponﬂeunion of the eouth pada in a surprise rald. Sultedble orders
will be laauod for tho attack (p.12pE~15) (l&ssions for the units will Yo
e;tracted froa the order ),

o ﬁﬁoning rap;rta A1,16 - An.19 p.l6
Army order uf for 22 Faj. (An.20).
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T D'txriue; tho night and uleo by dny aevuml shm dowm pours. Tho Sth

lt‘

Bersagliorj. Bn. (roinfox*cod by 2 Italian battariea 6 Som end & Gorwan heavy

RER

zmtitan& oompanw) oooupios ponitions in tho presoribod eros. Against tho

EREH "‘:-

ordor of tho Corpa tha mctor vohiolos aro tgken into the positions and loft
CHE MR

there, The Pn.Grem.Rgt. Mrioa and tho ar*billcry of the Kernplgruppc are ro-
,(.-, ER

grouping. Beoauae af tarro.i.n difficultiea the maxroh of tho Pe.Cron.Rgr., Africa
5.:/32?21;“. 'Iho regiment happenn upon tha emmy by surprige (p.1) end takes

B gun.s and about 30 :notor vohiolcn, but during tho day Xwag it loses them
n.gain. At day break it is “ound that dur..n,:, the night tho rogiment hag gone -
out of itﬂ w&y e.nd ia now a'c. Hi.ll. 812, 9 km.uodth-'sou’choae‘t of the orderad
objeotive. W&I ﬂxe regmen‘b is opposcd by :&nm aneny :’n;;fabout

thﬂ strength of & regimant pxnﬁﬁmitng de”endiug the pass road leadirg fram

tho north on Aino ‘bou Drioa. the 1st: Bn,,Pz.Cron.Rgt. Ai‘riea guccoeda in

oapturingm the momigg[ Hill 812 cﬁcupiud by the onomy, dbut tho regiment,

' supportad bg part of our az’tillery only and {acing in an open torrein a
supericr enanw, remaina in a don;,eroue uituation, ag the laft flenk in

» which the 580th Rec.Bn. wog to be, iz mprotected. In such & situstion-it
S.a nob possiblo to carry out the migsion.

Tond at
t

:th In tha right i‘lanlc the situahion develops ag follows during the
R infantry :‘
mornins ,f—‘l'ha onemy. diaangaged himsolf. He geems to have som ua/aoourity \\
I ARENEE
detaclmon‘bs oppoeito tha Sth Beraaglieri Bn, ' Im addition, before the front

.1“

of ‘che battalion sevuml enmw tanks and x3mf gelf propelled mounts are holde

Ty
SHIOREN TRA

1ng tha positions undex' A:Mﬂ' fira (ﬂn.)) Tho dofensive force of the battoe

lion is poor. ?xbroowr. ocnnidoring the Ltalian mntality, it ie doudbtful

VA l.

whether tho battalion is equal to further heavy duties. Acoordingly the

armored group (im.Stottsn, Armored Sn. and essault gune of Dlv.Conto.uro)
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raéeive the ordaer that the enemy 1xi‘front of & the Sth. Bn,Borsogliory is
3 o be thrown baok to the pass catranse.

g At (930 tha 334 Roo,DBn. reports 25 enemy tanks coming from the weat, .
edvanoing ly bm' north of our poaitlon (point 732 (4n.6)e Ou the basis of thig . \
report ‘on the new enomy group Pr.Cron.Rgt,Afrlsa roceiveg tho order to withe |

V drew 1 battalion and put 1h in 1ino north of the trail on a line with she |
éorpe CiP." Minaiont: protootion of the deep north Flank (pe2)e

o mé“regimnt raoports by telsphons that it is gy under vory strong
a}‘ﬂlléry fire; that to detach ono battalion is pogsibls only at th:o risk
of heavy- lossoc. andf%;fnm reashed oomnot be drfanded held with one butta-
litm only. Thereupon the order ig repenljad. "The e.rtillery rogroups agcording
tio"tha' changed situation,

)

2y

In the meohtina preesura " ’che front of the Sth Bn,Beraaglieri has bom

a eased by a tank attaok of our owi, (An.?, 8)s Ammored Bn.Stotten ropomts that

R S

q:m z‘rozxt dm (3.5 km in front of the Sth Bn.Boraaglicri)} tanks and -

~— ....—--Mv- g i

Mmtry are .'m poai—m ‘l‘ho battalion in wnder strong ertillery fira; Lt*
is impossidble to advance farthor (An,9, 10).

~“Therefore at 115 hr 4t receives the order xt to withdraw to the position

of the ‘Sth B, Borgaglieri (pe3) and to remain in position thera as roscrve
of the battalion.

“*A%1200 the 334 Req.Bn. ropor*bs that the onemy group north of polint

haa been by
752/mpiﬂ1y reinforoed jm 100 xxxm motor wehdolas, inoluding L0 tanks
.(Aﬁ'.ll_;"ﬂn-.vm, pelt)e Bowever the enemy group does not advance againet the
DA, K, in the efterncen (An,13-15), ' "'&uvohiolau drive from Bou
Rhanen to the northsast _1n the direotion of the esdvancoe route of the 10th Pr.

Dive; tho division is informed of the faot (A.0.K. algo) p.5, p.5)
During the noon hours the Pr.Gren.Rgt.Af'rica-¥4we-arain under hoovy



‘m“

artillosyifire f ‘nwfmortaribatterzxxrin position with the regiment loses

Iy of 4tg gung. - Fnemy. counterattacks are repulsed.

R At'-llg?; hy, on tho Wagls of the devolomment of the situatlon the come
manding genoral deolded to order o withdrawal on Kasserine passo fOI‘r‘bonight.
A.0,K, 16 4nstruotod (p.7, p.8).

The G.Seofficer in oharge of Supnlice and Adminisbration, prosont et
%.hc ‘0.Ps 18 ocranissioned to roport orally st A.0.X. on the developmant of
the eituation, “Army - approves of tho Oorps' intontlon and ordera the 000U~
pation oih?habld peag poaition after tho withdrawal. (4n.15, 17).

1505 hr- 'i';xe orders for the withdrawal are Sasucd (p«3 = 13).
35600 hr :The Corps shifts its O.Pe The combanding general zrowock remeins une- 7
41 dark at the old C.P.

‘- During “the. forenoon there was only woak air activity, but in the aftor-
noofa- thﬁ/aﬁxkad geveral times with bombarg and fighters in low-lmal flying.
ly machines wora shot down.

At 1720 I tha Pz (ron.Rgt.Afrion rsports an attagk on the advanoced {lst)
battalion from the: southwost (An.18), and loter: omiwex oritical aituation
thare. (An.19). |

Flek Rgte 135 and-the artillery commander are ingtruoted to relieve the

. Haowpd, ,

pregsure on the rogiment &g concentrated fire. Shortly before dark <€ onomy
tanks ponetrate inte the positions of the battalion. %Thedbulk of tho battzlion
ﬁthdrm in'disordar at first, -wmdesdr, but raiy loter., The 5th Bn,Bersa-
#£1ied 13 sleo attacked just before dark by sono isclated tenks and abandon
its positions leaving many mohor vehioles and alldﬁe-x vy weapans behiud,
At 1900 hr new Corps G,P. at M1l 735 woat of Chambi.

" The withdrewal ig made diffiocult by the muddy conditicn of the trails.
At some planes only oross-country motor vehlclea cen manage the quazidre
without help. As Pr.Cren.Rgt.Africo is unable to Moovorim pogition

+

F 620626530 7.94:584
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at =§§&'..o.9§1_6d DAL in time,  the Corps orders the 32d Rec.Bn. ond Armored Bn.
Stotten to cover the withdrewnl, Col.Wolgz, dommonder of the 135th Flek
Rzte has the.migelion to regulete the withdrawnl march on the rain with-
drawal tredl, ond the commander of the Pe.Corps Sighal Bn, ig ontrusted
with the trafflo rogulations at the rarrow pass road of Kassurine pass
(p,ll;;].f)). At the bad plaoece on the road to the rosr towdne parties
will keop the traffic golng. For the protestion of the west ontrance of
the pags until th.c errival of Pz.(‘rzian.ﬁgi:. Africa the ocommandling goneral
1a putting the 3 Co. 7 (10 Pr.Mv.) and DA K, artillory treining staff
in 1ine, Tho 10th Pe.Div, %111 bo instructed.

M: 2130 the 33:1 Roo.Bn. and Armox'ed Bn.Stotten roport that the Sth Bn.Eer-
ea&lieri ia coaﬁt@red. The battal&nne hre the lagt slementis to brenlk oon-
tm{z wi‘bh the cncray (Amao 21), At 2300 hr 8 report is recoived from=Pz.
Gren.Rgt.Ai‘rioa &coordin{; to whﬁ.eh tha ragiment after the withdrawal of

| rear gum‘da hosg braken et coute.ct wi‘bh the enexmy. (An.22).

e 2330 e the 33 Reo.Bn. whieh is kit acting an rvar suard in

the Hir.Oulcd 81" region repon*bs thet at no point is the onemy fo]lovdn,_,
(An.a"j). .

e

Evening 'rcpc;rtu AQ;EI;-BG, p.20

. The a‘btmnpha of Kmnpi‘gruppo D A.K. ’co open the pasges aesgt of mbesna

MG s Ority
on 2% e.nd 22 February a..acarried az o renult of tha eumriori;ﬁmau of the

are

emmy v’qo had broughb fomrd now forcea. Ths oonduct of operatic*m wag

rade more diffi;:ul"' hhrcugh tha accidontal aplit“ing of forces whioh cocurred

on 22 Febrvary flhﬂ 2lat Px.Div. (Sldba) and the 1oth Pz.Div. (aouth of
Thela) were f‘ighﬁing ‘hard dofénaivo action on 22 Bebpuary egainst newly
&y brought up (Britinh) roroes. In the avening the 10th Pe.Div. ig alego

beginaing to wi’chdraw on Katxsarina pags. On 23 February the Corps oxpoots

that the enaxny 'dd.ll aﬁtempt to rnonp‘buro Kasgerine pasg.

ATV

The defunsive powar
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oi‘ D.A.K. 5.8 deemod mefRk adequate- if ell elements are in posltion on time.

B ,n

The ef‘ore measurea ‘'will be taken to aggure the withdrawal of tho entiro
Ke.mpfgruppe during ths night,
'ihe new Chief ‘of Staff, Lt.Col. Nolte,TeS. arrives at the C.P in the

eveniixg of 22 ' Fobruary.

> -

2% Pebruary 1943

~During the dey wea.thor oloar end olowdy by turns; no fog. The Bampie

© gruppe, withdraw to Kasserine paaa durin{; the night., After the initial jens

= the movement gnex on ovdxly though slowly. Almost all the gune and vohicles'

went

‘which had stuck in the mud oould be aalvaged, The 320 Reoc.Bns which ham

[

_ [
- reported geveral times that the enemy is met in pursult, leaves at 0300 hr

" the area Hir Ouled 51f, the last unit to withdraw (en.l-3).

8

~A% dawn the last @lomonts ere moving into the pass pocition (An.L~9,

- A%, 07h5 tho oomandiu;; gmerai arriven o the advanced C,P. Thero Re
reaeivoa tha qrdera i'or tbs intended movemazrte: "
+Let ;. The abtack in Gentral Tuniela L finally brolen off, Gruppe ~
i Ronml will withdraw. : The ulamenta will gtart to marsh to the
o ;.-“‘.I:&reth positlon o8 rnpidly aa posaible.

:2¢ . Aftor being relievvad in the pass position by the 10tk Pr.Div,
DeAE, will withdraw to the area Thelepte, Ferians. [fisaion:
to rqlievre Div.Céﬁt&tn'o whdoh wil) move to the Gafea urea, end

. to oover the Thelepte arsa until completion of the demolitions
of road and stationsmelepto ond CGafsa.

E (W2 & ERLERY

3 . Today the follmd.ng troops WildedameR@St in the lareth positiony
rogtotige. and 23 Bhgr day ADY Bocentorser mw&w BOREEs

LEExRt  of Div, Centaura

6
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of the lst Btry.,190th Arty will bo released.
lis * Further withdrawal from Thalapte on Casa only upon order. h |
54 Pemockiduomomst Denolitions and mxd® mins loying will bo Mg “l
on rallroad, roods and airfields all along the vmy to the rear. ' i\
While the commanding goeneral is atill at the adv;mcod Army G,P. the
Chief of Btaff rogulatea the arrangement-of the Kampfgruspe in tho pass po-
sition.
After the oommanding general end the ohiel of gteff keim returned to
the Co'rps'i.c.'P,‘- the orders for- the warch woere igsued. Kempfgruppe will de-
part at 1300 hr in small groups ot long intervals. The rolief of the r;—-
~ inforced Pz.Oron.Rgt.Africa by the lst Bu.,10th Pz.Yiv. will be arrangoed -
~ with the 10th Pr.Rgkx Dive (p.2-9). o
1200 hr’  0,B, to the gmmnding Genoral {telyf): Div.Centauro is being a}:tnoked. \
""by*the’énexw'nnd 15 under strong enemy fiz;e. Transfer to Thileptoe to be‘l- acoal- |
j"‘}'éz'a.t’écl,:-é:Z!.cmmnt;a to be sent there imadiuﬁply. |
' The 33d Reo.Bn. and the lst Bn.,B8th ArmoredRgt. receive the order to ‘
move immodiately on Tholepte (B 10-12, 4n.10).
in the forenoon ths enemy felt forward with tnnké and soout care againgt
"’tiie;:vpositions. From 1100 hr the harassing fire of heavy, long-distance srtillery
1168 ‘on the Chambi region. Enemy units of combet planes, twin engines flmnos
and fighter bombers attaok the march movements severel times in the afternoon.

-

| 1345 hr The Oommending General leaves for Thelepte.

* 1500 e © The Cormanding Gonoral arrives in Thelepte. Thero the situation

is altogother calm (p.l3)

1520 hr Conference at the C.P. of Div.Contauro. Pregent: :éonmanding Censrel,
134.: Ord.Officer, Cozmnandor "336, Roo..im.,Co:mundor and Oper.officer of Div. '
_Gentawo. B

. 1. Situation before the Cront: calmj scatterod artlllery herascing fire



on advanced security detachments. Tho divislon was not attacked. -

2. Reliof: In Thelepte and in Goubaul pass the elemonts of the division

Lrdey
in position thore may dopart €2 Pz.Cron.Rgt.Africa or 33d Reoc.Bn. arc

.rceﬁy for defonse (presumably at 2100 hr). iloments which have pushed

ta Oglet Bou Hayn can depart at 2,00 hr (ocapletion of tho movorenta
on the Easgorine~Tholopte road).

3, Aftor arrival in tho Tholepte arca tho lst Bn.,Bth Pz.Rgt. will remnin

at first at the northeast edge of Theleptae. ;
1555 hr The Commanding Gensrel to O.B. Ly telephona: the CommandingtGensrel
" ‘ : the
reports on the situstion and the progress of/rolief.

At IT;I.S hr reparts of Itelion units are rcoeived through warlous chennols;
they montlon 25 vehloles, tanks auong tham, which are approeshing the poci-
tions at Oglet Bou Heya. (An.ll, 12, pelL) A reconnaisscnce by the 12;1; Ln.
8th Pr.Rgt. disoloses that they are our;‘ own troops, driven away by thd fire
of Italien ertillery. o T

4
The march of the Corps is disruptod severel times by bombdry attacks.

At X 2015 hr the Pz.Grgn.Rgb.Aﬁ‘ioa has moved in the new positions north of
Thelepte (An.l3=15).

The relief of Div. Centaurp goes on systematically.

Bvening reporta in,R5-21, p.15 2o

At 2400 hr the Army Eng.Bn. beglms mining the Kasserine - Tholopto((4n.22,
23‘ ' polé, 17)0

21, February 1943 .
During the night enany‘gmm which have boen brought forward lay harassing
firc on the Feriana-Thelepte roesd. Iwo ati:empts z eneny roconnaissanoo
patrols to penstrate in thelGoubeul pags were repulsed. The mining of the

Kasserine-Tholepte rood is continuod (An.d, 2, p.l, 2)s
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Gruppe Rommol announces that F.lliRommel has teken the high commnd cf
“ngfesg:uppa Afrika® D.A.XK, is placed under the direot control of tho
‘Heeresgruppe (An.3)e In modiffcation of the Ingtructions icsuod on the
provious dsy the frmy Croup glves the order for the defense of tho Fériona
area and Cor withdruwal dn Gafsa only if hard prr;uzaad by tha enemy (Am.li).
"('}a‘”the bosis of this order tho Vommanding Gemeral requests the retention of
the lst Bn.,ath' Pz.Rgt and 1st Bn.,150th Ari;y in the Fériana crea (p.3).
'I’he réquast is donic}d.(A.s) The lst Bn.,Bth Pz Bgt. and lst Bn.,190th Aryy.
(laéq 1. ba‘l;tery) rocoive the ordor to withdraw via Gafss fmbto the Maroth
arca (peli, 5)s DeA.K. roports the defenso cannct bo carried out with the
i fdroé;s availablo (p«d). |
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SECTION I - T!E SATIN TASK FORCL / A
SECTION II - OUSSELTIA VALIEY - SENED DIVERSION 0‘} ~/ A
SECTION III - SIDI BOU ZID - GAFSA _
SECTION IV - KASSERINZ VALLEY TifUST ‘
SECTION V - ADMINISTRATIVE

Report of Operations II Corps from 1l January 19L3 to 15 uarch 19&3 is
horoby submitted in compliance with paragraph 10, AR 3L5-105:

e -——

SECTION I - THE SATIN TASK FORCE ‘m ‘m 3 |

Al A

1. -Hqe II Corps, undcr verbal authority AFHQ, was selocted fo iiIan ‘anfle
exocutc oporation SATIN. The initial studies for operation SATIN prior to ‘
1 January 1943 were preparud by Fifth Army under the direction of AFHQ.

2. Tha II Corps staff assembled for thc planning of Operation SATIN as
of 2400 hours, 31 Decomber 1942 at the Alexander Hotel, City of Alglers. o
"oon its arrival at algiers, thc staff was given the mission of preparing .
~hrcc plang; "A", "3"®, and "C"., Final choicc as to which of ths threce plans: | |
“A", ®B"y or "C", to bc put into cffect was to be madec by the C-in-C, AFHQ. |
Flans "A%, “p", afd "CY all required an initial concentration of the SATLH
TASK FORCE in thc TEBISSA - KASSERLIE arca. In Plan "aA", thc SATIN TASK FORCE

725 to sleze and hold the Port of SFAX, prepared to opcrate northwest im the ~
2ircciion of SOUSSE. In Plan "B", the SATIN TASK FORCE was to‘sieze and hold = o
3,505, preparcd to opcratc north toward SFAX. In Plan "C" the SATIN TASK Q-

FORCE was to advancc on and capturc KAIROUALL. After sccuring KATROUAN, the ¢
force was to advance on and capture SOUSSE, becing prepared to destroy the
port, bridgus, utilitics, ctc., if forced to withdraw. N

3. The SATIN T.SK FORCE was dircctly under thce command of AFNQ as of
1 January 1943. For this operation, thc forcce consistcd of the following
major units: '

Yeadquarters IT Corps

1st Airmored Division plus 701lst TD Bn.

Ll3rd Ca Bn. (-1 Plat, Dtry A) and 2nd Bn., 16th lied. Regt.
attached,

26th RCT plus Sth F.A. Bn. and 501lst TD Bn. attached
XI1 Air Support Command.

N A S =

-

Supporting troops consistud of thu French Constantine Division.
‘g |
L. D-Day for thc .xccution of tho SATTN OPERATION was tentatively set
for 22 Jamuary 1943. Prior to D—Day, the anmy rushed reinforcements andJUL

UNGLAS DI IRL
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supplies to Tunisia via TS, BILCNTT, SCGULET and SPAC Cnemm reinforce-
rents were arriving at tie rate o asproxinately 800 per day, pri..ci-ally
by air. Supplies were saipned by sea and somne supplies were ,rax.:—s..lpped

Tron SPFAX- and SOUSSL to TRIPCLI for the use of ROLZL'S AFRINA CCIF5S viivch
.v;:as hard-pressed by the 3ritish Jighth Army. The eneryts intenilion at
this time was to iieep the easter: coast plains {rom TUUIS to TRIPOLI open
" for a joining of the TUiI1SIait forces arnd the AFRIKA CORPS. A north and
souti. range of moxateins, knowa as the Bf.STUK. DORSALL, overlooks this
coastal corridor. Prior to D-Day the enemy's defensc of tihe ZASTLIU DORSALZ
in the proposed SATIil TASK TORCLC 2one of action was based jenerally on the
- occupation of a series of dctached positions commanting the four nain approach-
es at FOUDOUK, .DJEBEL KRECIT:!, AXUASSY, and EL GUCTTAR. Behind these out-
. posts, as of 10 Janauary, at BOU TEADI and at 1A TCUCTMMZRIE, were approx-
inately two battalions of mixed German and Jtalian troops. These battalions
were capable of reinforcing the outposts within 12 hours. Enery reinforce-
nents continued to arrive at the rate of approximately 800 per day.

5. On S January 1943, the SATI:] Staff moved from ALGICRS to COIISTAIT-
L'E to continue plans of the SATI:! Qperation. 7hile the plans were being
draosm from 1 January to 17 January, troops under the SATII! TASK IFCRCE were
moved to initial concentration areas behind the British First Army. Thest
areas vrerc as follows: 1st Armored Division in the areas TCBOUSOUK and
OUZD SEGUIN; 26th RBCT in the areas GUELIA and AIIl M'LILA; and service troops
in the arcas COISTANTINE and TSBESSA: These concontrations were preparatory
~to concentration in the FEZBESSA - KASSERINE area. A secondary mission of
the lines of comxmnications for the British First Army was assigned
“to the SATIN FCRQE troops in these areas. A small infantry and paratroop
force under Col 1 Raff was at tihis time operating in the GAFSA - EL GUET-
TAR & : : —
J
; ~6.. While the above concentrations were goin;; on, a reserve of 10 days!
'supplies of- all classes was built up in the TEBESSA - KASSLRTIIE area pric:
to, D=Day. Supplies were dravn {rom the British First Army and from the
ORAH! and‘AI.GIERS areas., The SATII. TASK FCRCE assumed the rcsponsibllitv
for adninistratim cast of the line TEBESSA - 1IORSOTT.
,J. An engxneer depot was cstablished in the vicinity of TEBESSA prior
to D-Day. Water supply was the responsibility of coumanders concerned,
with information as to available watcr supply points bzaing furnished by
the Engineer Officer. = iatcr distributing p01nts were ostablished after D-
Day by the Water Supply Company.

8. Initially, an -vacuation hospital and medical supply depot were
"established in the vicinity of COSTAUTIUE. Onc medical battalion was cs-
tavlished under Corps control in thc vicinity of TEBESSA and a sccond nedi-
cal battalion was attached to the 1st Armored Division.

. 9. _Tho _SATIN TASK FORCZ armunition supply point was cstablished at
" TEBBSSA and maintained a stock of four units of fire. Forvard ciwmnition .
- supply points were cstablished close behind combat troops throughout opera-
- -tions and a one~unit-of-fire level maintained. The Provisional Ordnance

. @roup provided balancod ordnance waintenance service to all units. Ten

s dm' Glass I and Class III supplics were assanbled in TEBESSA and a signal
2’ dem ‘ostablished priO'o "D-Day.’

-— URNCLASSIF Ly
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. 10, Zffective dark, 17 Ja.nuary s SATIM FORCE troops baogan movemnt. _
from COLSTANTINE ~ GUELIA area £o TRBISSA - KASSERIME - SBZITLA area/ Brd
Ban., 26th Inf., reiaforced, was in GAFSA aroa and 2nd Bn., 26th Inf. M',
KASS:RTNE.

11. Enemy ground forces during 17 January to 21 January in theisector
of the line FONDOUK to GADBES (inclusive) worce ostimated to be oequivalent
to onc strong division cowposed of Ytalian Infantry and armored-elamonts
reinforced by minor clements of Gorman infantry and armored foyrcos. The
scale of enemy reinforcements remained constant at about 800 per day. Ar-
mored stroength in this area was about 100 to 115 light and medium tanks
exclusive of the tank strength of the 10th Panzer Division which was north
of KATROUAN. On 21 January, incidentally, one day prior to SATIN D-Day,
the enemy successfully disrupted the French front, secured PONT DU FAHS
and penetrated down the PONT DU FAHS - ROBAA VALLZY. AFLQ irmmodiately or-
dered a postponement of tho execution of SATIN Operation. Due to the abdove,
General tiard, commanding the 1st Armored Division, initiated a rocomnais-
sance by direction of Gencral Fredendall and rocomended that thoe SATIN
Plan be- carried out as of the 22 Ja.mm-y as planned with minor altemtions
to nmeet the changed situation. ’

SECTION II - OGSSELTIA VALLEY - STHED DIViRSION

1., A directiwe issued 1200 hours, 21 January, by AFHQ, signed by
Ceneral Truscott was reccived. A summary of this directive was as follows:
trollowing measures will be implcrnunted inmediately to check German offon-
sive. Elcments First Armoy under British command will operate southeast
and south in direction ROBAA and OUED &l KEBIR northcas$ of ROBLA to cut
off and ovlock cncmy advance. General Robinettts Force (CC'B", 1st Armd.
Div.) is placed under comiand General Juin for operations cast or west of
GRAIIDE DORSALE as situation requires. Tids forcc will be crployed as com-
plete unit under General Robinett and not split into detachmonts. Geneorol}
Juin will notify all concericd as carly as possible of mission assigned to
this force. Gencral Frodendall will reconstitute reserve including armored
units and artillery in area SBIITLA to be ciployed under his comaand in su-
vort of French scctors FOIDOUK and PICEQM. Operations are being coordinated
with Gencral Juin.®

2. To nmeet tais threat from thc north, CCYB" was dispatched to the
CUSSLTIA VALLEY. 2nd Bn., 26tk Infantry (plus 33rd FA Bn.) marched to
IAKTAR night 21-22 January. General tlard rcconstituted a force from the
1st irmoraed Division at SBIITLA similar to CCYB", night 21-22 Jonuary, pre-
parcd to attack FOIDOUK 23 January and observing FOUDOUK, I'AKIASSY and
approachaes to GiFSA from GABES. With the dissolution of the S.LTIl FORCCS,
the junction of tire AFRIKA CORPS and the cnemy forces in Tunisia became
incvitable.

3. (olonel Feciuct, counanding infantry troops in OUSSELTIA VALLEY
arca, assumbled tiis force in the vicinity of :{\KT/R. The 2nd Bn., 26th
Infantry and 33rd Fi Bn. rcached MiKTiR by daoylight, 22 January. The 1lst
Bn., 16th Inf., marched from GU LA to MAKTAR night 22-23 January. Combat

Com.and "AY had assumbled in tixc vicinity of SBIITLA by daylight, 22 January.

S&RPF UNCLAS il
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L. In compliancc with letter, AFHQ Advancod Comnand Post, dated 2L Janu-~
ary 1943, tho II Corps (SATIN FORCZ) was attaclied to the Dritish First Army
aind the Cormaanding General, Britisi First Arry, Ceneral Anderson, made rospon-
sible for tic orployment of American troops in accordance with cencral policios
siade lmown by the C-in-C. In accordance with lst frmy Instruction No. 11, Com-
mending Genural, II Corps, assumed cormand of ground troops of 21l throc nation-
alitics overating south of tihc general linc all exclusive HORSOTT - TIALA -
$3TN all inclusive DJ TROZZi. - FONDOUK -~ SIDI AMOR UL IGNANI thence cxclusive
Jof SQUSSL and north of the general line exclusive the linc of the CHOTTS to
C.ES. The missien of IT Corps.as defined by AFIIQ was the protection of the
right flank of the Allied Forcus in Tunisia.

S. In addition to thc Amcrican Infantry and Armored rForces in the OUSSEL-
TIA VaLLEY, there were approximately two Bns. of French Infantry in position
on DJEBEL BARGCU. These troops wiere also placed under the com:and of Colonel
Fcehet. ~General Robinett was in command of the armored units.

6. On 26 Jamuary, the 26th CT attacked KAIROUAN PASS in the OUSSELTIA
v.LLZY and took LOO Italian Prisoners. 16th RCT less lst and 2nd Bns. and Tth
Fi B:t. bivouaced east of iliKTaR. CC"B" was in contact with the encmy and hold-
ing along the KaIROUAI-OUSSLLTLa road. Patrols to LUUSOLLEE and KiRACHAUL con-
tacted the Britisn ot 1IWUSOLLEE. .

7. During these operations in the OUSSELTIA VALLEY, the cnomy clearly con-
trolled tie sides. He usually madc raids over our positions at 0800 hrs., 1200
urs., and 1500 hrs. In onc raid alone, six of our trucks wcre lost.

8. on thec 28th of Jonuary, 26th CT vicinity of OUSSELTLL engeged encry
forccs cast of the pass tirough the I.STERY DORSLLE and took 70 Italian prisoncers.

9. On 30 Janwery by 1500 hours, the OUSSELTL. V.LLEY had been cleared of
cnony troops to tihc OGSSILTIL -~ KATROU.L road and tie castern slope of BEX
7270US.  Dnemy positions wiere roported on the north slope of DJEBEL TOUIL..
The cnery left many scattered and unmerked rdne fillds bchind hia indicating
that e nod no intention of resuming ks push through the PONT-DU-TLHS, ROB
and OUSSELTIL VO.LLEY. The vnamy, fcaring an allied counterthrust up the CUS-
§SI9La V..LIEY dug dcfoensive positions covering thie northern vxit {rom-the val-
lcy.

10. ‘“Shile tine forces under Coloncl Fechet aad General Robinctt ﬁcre
asscmbling in thc ROB.L: — OUSSILTI.. arca, patrols fron the Italian garrison at
S Ual.SSY became active in the SENZD ST.TICH arca.

11. oOn 2L Jonuary, the 1lst .rmored Division lcss detachments made a re-

. com:aissance in force froa CGirS.. toward [LKLSSY. This force advanced halfway
botvcon SLD and 1LKL.SSY, made contact with the cneny and captured threc trucks,
20 Cernzn PuWts and 130 Italian Pu's. Tae 1st aroored Division lost two medius
tonks, two werc killued and trhree wounded. By the 28th of January, thorc vas
inercased cnuwy activity in the EL GUETT.L arca. The French outpost tncre had
becon attacked by o sacll German notorcycle patrol.

12. .s tiic CUSSCLTLL V..LLEY had boon cloared of tic cnery, CC"B" was with-
drawn ~nd noved to DU CII3F. during thie night 23-29 Jonuary and the Stack
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force (CC"C") consisting of one battalicn of medium tanks, one battalion infan-
try, and one battalion field artillery, moved to GAFSA to reinforce tihe 3rd
Bn., 26th Infantry, which was still garrisoning GAFSi. The 25th RCT (-2 bns.)
noved to SBLITIA. .

13. On the 30th of January, the Germans initiated an attiack a; zinst the
French positions at TAID. CC"A" under General icQuillan, and the 26th RCT
(-2 bns.) marched fron SBEITLA to reinforce the hard-pressed French garrison
at TAID. Thie XITI ASC Lombed and strafed cnemy columns attacking FAID continu-
susly. As of 1700 hrs., 30 Junuary, thc small French force garrisonsd at FAID
vere. reported to be still holding FAID, but tlie cnemy had infiltrated units
to the south and rear of the French positions. By daylignt, 31 January, CC"A"
reached its forward asscmbly areas wiest of FATD and launched an attack against

tho enemy positions at FAID. At last light on the 31st, the north prong of

CCUaA"1s attack had reached the encmy positions which were dug in the foothills
aortir of FAID. The southi prong of CC".i%1s attack had advanced north from
AETHON along the cast side of DJEZBEL BOU DZER and had rcached the village of
F.ID. Throughout the 1lst and 2nd of February, CC"i" and the 26th RCT attacked
to restorc the FAID positions. .Little progress was made. The eanemy remained
in possession of the high ground coix 2anding FiID PASS. CC"A" had some forces
to tiic south of this pass while the French also still retained a iow positions:
couthh of tue pass. On the 3rd there was a lull in thc fighting in the vicini+y
of FaID and General ..cQuillan rcgrouped his troops for another assault on F.7D.
Tiis assault failed to restore the FAID positions. Active contact with the
enei7 was iwxintcined. The 26th RCT (-2 Bns.) vas withdravm from this position
0a 9 February and on the 10th the responsibility for the defensc of the FAID
aporoach was assigned to Gencral iiard, commanaing the 1st irmored Division.

1li. The defense of the F.ID approach by Goneral Ward will be trecated
s :parately under Section III of tlis report. In thc meantime, as this battle
of FAID was in progress, the forces stationed at GAFSA began an attack against

CAINASSY.

15. Due to thec increased activity in the vicinity of EL GUETTAR on the
28tL of January, CC"C" undor  Colonel Stack moved from BOU CHLBXA to GAFSA.
when CC"." marched on the 30th of January, to relieve the hard-pressed French
a2t FAID, CC"C" also marched toward FAID from GiFSA to reinforce the French
carrison. As CC"C" was marching, however, orders wiere received from 1st SYTTY
to attack and selze [LKMASSY. CC"G!, thercfore was turned south at SIDI BOU -
ZID along the road to LAKMASSY and the lst Armored Division less ccuav, ccup",
and the Stack Force but reinforced by the lst Bn., 168th Infantry, moved fron
BOU.CHEBKA to G.FS., closing therc at daylight 31 January. Froa G FS\ CC'D"
comanded by Coloncl licraist, and consisting of a battalion of medium tanks,’
a battalion of the 168th Infantry, and a battalion of armored ficld artiller;,
advanced on lWKHASSY. Reconuaissance cleixnts of this force passed ST..TION
Z\TIOUCH at O7ThS hours, 31 Jaawary without coatacting the encry. As of 1700
hours, CC"D" was attacking cocmy positions at S3MED. This vosition had beea
roinforced by 18 truckloads of cnoamy infantry during the afternoon. By dark,
roconnaissance ¢loments had roached within 8 miles of !AKHASSY. The XII ..SC,
meanwhilc, bombed onomy concentrations at BOU TiiiDI and at IARMLSSY, reporting
many’ cnomy vohicles damcged. During the night 31-1 February, the 2nd Bn., 163th
Infantry and tho 175th F. Bn. roiiforced CC*D" for a coordinated attack on SENED
at doylight. By 0916 hours, CC"C" hnd arrived at the DJ ;L IZIL. PASS and was
hoading south to join CC"D". CCYD" attacked STATIOW SENED at 1100 hours and
had captured ST..TIOH SCIED by 1405 hours. Patrols from CC"C" and
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COYDM mot Sn tie DJ L COTRILL £L75 as of 1LL0 pourc.  Rr-oaark, CCU"D' had captured
5., and the 168th nCT had orpanized ti.. Ligh ground twe iles cast of STATICH
DD for cofense. Over 100 Fits wrore teken in tio vicinity of SU:03. Through-
out tihc <oy, cncry dive-boubers repeatedly attacked our trcops telween (UIS.
and STLTD.

16. .lthouygh the enemy had definitely ;dven up anyy idoz ol atvteupting te
_coie throuph the OUSSELTL.. V.LIZY azain after his clwost disastrous defeat by
CC"B", zir recomnzissance reporicd cieiys cancentrations cast of thwe [LIROULGD -
C 5S.L7TL. pass and incxpericnced troops wire were undul: zlarmed by their prox-
imdity to thwe encrmy greatly cragserated reports of cnenmy ground cal Zir activity.
3ased on thuss reports, thercforce, a message fron lst British “romy fecoived
at 119 hRours, 1 rebruary, dircctod ihat cngegenents at $727TD and UIGLSSY arcas
He discontinucd as soon as possibdble, that an offort be nade to claar up cnemy
mositions in tine FAID arca, and that the iaximun possible force be concentra-
ted in a nobile roscrve position in the arca of ILDJCH L JICUTT, - Ia- cempliance
writh this order, CC"3% noved from BOU CILIME:L to ILDJIB Sl ..ICU imnediately,
asd later fron I2.DJER EL AIOUT to 1LKT.R during the night 2-3 Fibruary. (1st
Armored Division loss CCU.t, CC"BW, CC"C', and CC“D'" moved te SBIITLA night
2-3 Febrvary.) During the night 3-b Fobruary, all forces oxcipt a reinforced
infantry battalion (3rd Bn., 26th) were withdrawm fron the G.FS.. areca.

17. The frequent redisposition of forces and the long :marches caused
thcreby had a great influcnce on the outcone of the onerations described in
Scetion ITT of this report. CC"BY :nd the 1st (irmored Division shifted to the
aorth. During the night 3-L February, the 168th CT gove up its liard-won po-
sitions at SEED and noved to SBSITL.. CCHDY vdthdrew from the :LIKHASSY arca
and moved to BOU CUiBY.. By the Lhth of February all the romaining oloments
a2t SEZD had wviithdravm to G.FSi. The 1lst Bn., 17th F. moved during the night
3-L Fcbruary to BOU CILBK. and 1lst Bn., 168th Infantry moved from G.FS. to
PRI G,  The folloring moves were made during the night L-5 February: 163th
Infantry (-onc¢ battalion) from G.FS.. via FZRL.{., 2CU C!ZIDKi to SRUITL.. 1st
Bia., 17th Fi, from 80U CHIBK. to S3TITL... 1lst Ren. Troop from SIDI 30U ZID
to ILXT..R to join thc 1lst Infantry Hvision, 1lst Derbyshire Ycomanry from
oL\ DJERD, to SIDI 30U ZID, B Btry and D Btry, 213th C. were moved from
C.FS. to SBCITL.. During the night 7-8 Fibruary, the followin; noves werce mado:
1st Bn., 168th Infontry, moved from SBZITL.L to FERIGN.. 158th Infantry (less
lst and 2nd Bns.) and 2nd Bn., 1/t F... noved from SBCITL. to SIDI BCU ZID,
and the lst Derbyshire Ycomanry nmoved from SIDI BOU ZID to G.AFS... During the
nizht 8-9 February, the 26th RCT (less 2 Bns.) moved from SIDI 300 ZID to
TURILCL and the 1st Ranger Battalion arrived in the TE3SSS.. arca. During the
night 9-10 Fcbruary the lst Ronger Battalion, Btry C, 213th C. Regt., and Co.
B, 805t TD Bn. noved to GiFSi. During tiuc nicht 10-11 February the 805th TD
An. noved from BOU CILCBKa to FERLLILL. .

SECTION IIT - SIDI BOU ZID - GiFS. )

1. Uith thec .frika Corps rapidly falling back from TRIPOLI to join Von
srnim's forces in TUIISL,, and the .1lied line over-stretched in its attempt
to orevunt the junction of thesc two forces, it becano apparent that the cnemy
was going to make a final thrust to disrupt the .illicd time table. On the Sth
of Fubruary, a large number of encurmy vchicles were raported 15 miles cast of
C\FS.. on tho QI'SA - G.BES Road. On tho %th, seven or c¢ight encmy tanks from
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the direction of LIAIZASSY approached to within four or five miles of GAFSA and
heavy motor movements were observed on the GUM TREE ROAD. Four or {ive Italian
arnéred cars and one motorcycle approached iDILLi: and drove the french back '
slightly to the north,

2. To investigate the cvnemy's intentions in the vicinity of GAFS. and
F.ID, active reconnaissance uas initiated by our forces. .\ light nobile force
supported by air was dispatched from GiFSA. to investigate the strongth of the
cnemy in ti:e vicinity of ZaiiOUC!. This force moved as far east as STATION

H.ZD without contact with the encmy. A small wmobile force sent froi GLFSA

casily restored the situation at :DILLA. The cnemy met our patrols in the
vicinity of FAID with a withering fire. Elcments of the iifrika Corps vere
idenpified in this area,

' 3. Ais stated in Section II of this rcport, on 11 Fcbruary the responsi-
0ility for the defense of the FAID position was asuigned to General iard,
Commanding tho lst .\rmored Division, Thc schcme of defense was to hold the

tvo key terrain fecatures, DJ. KSAIR\ on the south and DJ. LESSOUD. on-the nortn
Oy orzanizing infantry islonds of resistance on tiucsc twio positions. Thesc
-positions werc not mutually supporting for antitank and small arms fires. A&
nobile roserve was held in a position of readincss in the vicinity of SIDI 30U
ZID. During the night 11-12 Fcbruary, the 70lst TD Bn. (-i and B Cos.) arrived
ot 'SDEITLA and came under the cormand of the lst Jrmored Division for the de-
{énse "of: the FAID posit).ons. During the afternoon of 13 February the C-in-C
visa.ted the FLID positions and had a confcrence with General .inderson, British
First ;rm,}r Commander,

e

h. At daylight on the 14th of February, the encmy attacked our positions
int front of FiID. The positions on DJ. LESSOUD. vwcre attacked by artillery
fire; infantry, and approximately thirty onemy tanks. Tho FONDOUK and G.FS)
arcas were ‘quiet. .is of 0920 hrs. the 3rd Battalion, lst .irmored Regiment

_ with two batterics, 91st F. Bn., launched a counterattack and bocame heavily
engaged with cnoemy tonks between SIDI BOU ZID and DJ. LESSOUD.. By 1300 hours,

he 31d Battalion, lst irmored Regiment, had suffered 50% tank casualtics.

- By 1700 hours wncry tanks ‘had overrun “B" Battery, 91st F\ Bn., nortinfest of
‘the "D, LESSOUDA positicuu Enemy infantry moved from FAID to SIDL BOU ZID in
trucks andthe position=on DJ. LESSOUD. was completely surrounded by the-encmy.
“The - 3rdBattalion; 1st .irmored Rogiment was-pushed back southwest of SIDI BOU
“ZID%¥itl ‘both:flanks threatonoed from the north and the south. Tho XII Jir
'*Sm‘uﬁbrt -Comfiand successfully attacked vnermy tank and truck columns throughout
"the ‘days - Asva result of thesc :operations, and after ropuated requests, tho
;rﬁﬁ ‘Cormandar ordorod the 2nd Battalion, lst armored chimont from CC"B" at

- .K'L.R to the 1st irmorod Division at F.iID. :

: S. ‘Tuc to tho critical situntion at FAID, the force of /norican and
"Frtmch “troops at GAFS. was withdrawn to-positions in the vicinity of FERL.il\
tho"night of 14-15 February.” .it-dayligcht on the 15th, the 1lst .irmored

“Diviaim Todinched & counterattaclk botween: DJEBEL HikR\ and DJEBEL LESSOUDA.
m Mhmzy%tiu held the hoights of DJEBEL LESSOUDL -and DJEBEL KSiIR\.
' "gonoral, Ist'Armored Division, was dirocted to offect tho with-
LG tHodo tioopl b PosLtions defanding the KASSERINE PASS. By 1535 hrs.,
the 2nd Battalion, 1lst {rmbred: Regiment.had aeached the outsikists of SIDL.&OU
ZID attompting to take the town and offact tho reliof of the 168th Infantry.

e MNCLASSIFILE,

e



KQ-room
e

ncport of Cperations, uq. II Corps, 2 lay 19h3 (Continu. ..

150 men from the 2nd Battalion, 163th Infantry, on DJEBCZL LOSSOUDM :managed to
withdraw to DJCBEL ivoRa. The 3rd 3aittalion, 168th Infantry, still held DJTBEL
15 IR.. Contact was lost with both the 168t:: Infantry and the 2nd Bn., 1lst
Lrmored Regiment, which was ncar SIDI BOU ZID. Patrols were unable to et
tirough from these forces or to thiem. The cnemy organized a strong definsive
position north and south through SIDI BOU Z2ID., Bnemy tanks wiest of SIDI TOU
ZID withdrew towerds SIDI BOU ZID. ..s of 1220 hours on the 16th, avout 50
cnemy tonlks attacked in the vicinity of DJEBCL il.Ri. Our arwmored.lorces lost
avoroxinatcly 86 mediwa tonks in their attéapt te relicve tie iafantry tholding
DJTDLL L-oS00D. and DJCBOL KS.aIR.L.

6. i directive from the Corrazading Geaeral, lst British army, dated 15
Pebruary 1943, dircected that forces holding thce high zround west of .F.LID be
witidravm and the pass at KiSSIRIL orgaonized for defeonse. .o force consisting
of the 1st Battalion, 26th Infantry, and the 19th Combat Engincer Rejiment or-
canizod a now defensive position four miles east of KISSZPINE. .fter rcpeated
reguests, CCYB" was rcleased by 1lst British Lray to IT Corps as of 1800 hours,
15 Pebruary, with pernission to move CC"B" from ;IiKTAR to SBZITL.. ‘

7. From the 17th to the 19th of February, II Corps complcted its with-.
drowal to the gencral line DJ BOU DJZLLLL - DJ BOU GLFZR - DJ CILIBRI - DJ )
3511 - SBIR.. Thoe XII iir Support Comuiand cvacuated both airfields in the
vicinity of THCIZPTE. The 1lst .rmored Division withdrew from SBEITL) to an
area southeast of TEBLTSS... The 894th TD Bn. arrived and went iato bivouac in
the vicinity of BEKK:RIA. The 26th Arnored Brigade (less 1 Regt. CGroup) (Brit-
igh) camc under control of II Corps in the vicinity of TIiLi as of 0500 hours,
19 February, with tic provision that they woere not to be comiitted to action
=ithout the authority of the Comianding General, First British irmy. Other
new arrivals in the II Corps were the 58th C.i. jortar Co. (British), aT and
sl Cc., 39th Infaontry, and the S6th Ren. Sqdn (British), all of which werc
irsacdiately dispatched to reinforce the troops holding the KASSERIME PiSS
nositions.

SECTION IV - K.SSZRIUZ V..LLEY THRUST

1. The WESTERI DORS..LE, a range of mountains 20 milos wost and parallcl
to the TLSTERY DORS.LC formed a2 cross commartment through which the. cnemy
would have to pass in an operation against the [1licd right flank. KASSCRINE
PiSS, SBIRL P..SS, the DERIIL. PSS above THILEPTE, consisting of three approaches
across DJ. DERNL:, and the EL aB5I0D P..SS wcre the four moin approaches across
the UESTERH DORS..LE in the IXI Corps zonc of action. In a clockwisc dircction
from KiSSERINE P..SS, DJ CLL.iBI, south of the pass, DJ NOGUZZ. and BOU DRIES
south and wcst of the pass, DJ IRy, about 20 miles west of the pass, DJ EL

_3:RED and DJ BIRE!L., north ond west of the pass, and DJ Siivd!li form the sides
of 2 bowl around tho corridor cut by the OUZD IL.TEZ. Two mein roads, scparated

the OUED ILTEB, cut through this bowl and moot in the pass. Ono road loads
northwost to Th.L. and thc othor approximatoly west to TEBESS.. Since there
had been soveral days' rain prior to the 20th of February, the OUED H.TEB was
unfordable and commnication between the TE.Li road and thu TIBESS. road was
impracticable at any point other than at the fork of thesc two roads within
the pass. Since the rain had filled the KiSSERINE bowl with mud, only full-
tracked wuhicles were able to oporate across country.
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WMJWM,,L“BQBQ. sreinforcod, orgtmimd defenaiw poaitions
"’On -tho north’sidc of K.SSCRINE P.SS aoross the road leading to THALL while the
19t Bngtngey Rogwant, \reinfopced,, prganized positiens on tho south side of
“thbopass, ast#ddoatho roed: loading 4o, TEBESSL.. Tho ‘first irmorod Division from
“sidpbsition soutimest pf TEBESSA covered tho EL ADIOD position. fmorican and
-Frenolt.txpopsshich had-Loen, withdrawn from G.J'SA organizod defonsive positions \
_dofending>tias throsepproachos -across DJ DEMMIA, Tho 6th armored Division = -
. (Los# 26thtarmared; Brigado)(Bratish) with the 18th, Infantry attached, organized
" poaitidnarto dotonr.l tho SDIB... a-pproach. .
~m""¢ﬂﬁ‘ r'" i - v
ol Duxing tho night. 19-20 j‘obruary, cnoly hxi'antry infiltrated to po-
siidang . the. high ground north ‘and south of K.SSIRIE PASS. ' From thosc po-
sitdqusg Mhichovorlooked tho .dofénsivo positions in the pass, the onemy brought
ksjxme - and mortar fire ‘directly on our defonsive positions. .t daylight
1 on s ongmy infantry sypported by artillery attacked the dofensive
) pog&ﬂoqs,acrou K\SS:RIE PSS, - ;

T8 e e

. -x_uht iThe ’;&Bn. » 6th »rmorod Infantry, vas ordercd from THALL to reinforce
“the t.z-popa, 4in KASSZRINE P.SS.  .Tho 894th~TD Bn., likewise, moved up to rein-
. forcoxColonol:Stark's forcos in K\SSZRTNE P.SS. The 26th Armored Brigade
(British) mowvod:to a position along tho TIL.L. - KASSCRINE road preparatory to
a\q:pm;\.ng forcos-'holding K.SSERLUE P.ASS.

%

5.*«4)110 to snall arms and mortar firc from the high ground overlooking
g&26th"1nfantxy¢positions, 4ho 26th Infantry withdrew up the road towards
TiL.Yi.- This. withdrawal exposed the north flank of tho 19th Zngincor Regiment

vaich was disposcd astride the road loading to TEBESS..

6. The enomy cppoared to be diructing his main offort up the TI’.Li Road.
on tha TEB3SS: Road he appcared to ve making a secandary cifort using Italians
oncoura.god by supporting German Battalions behind then.

7. CCUB" noved up to DJ H. R, and prepared to counterattack to restore
the situction on the south side of tuc pass. Thoe situation at the pass, how-
cver, had dotoriorated to such an cxtent that Geacral Robinctt, commanding
CC%B*,, had: to immediatoly sct 2bout to cstablish coordination and control of
thy.-groops L ng back from the pass on the TE3CTSS,. Road. .t daybreak on the
21st, €C™B".- x_t a 4,000 yard {front astridc the TEBESS. Road about cight miles
cost.-of DJEBEL MilR.. Thce 16th Infantry hold positions on BOU DRIES. Duc to
tic outatzmding lcadership of General Robinett, who ossumed comrmand of all
troops along thoe TEBESS.. Road, hc had the situation well under coatrol by
daybreck of the 22nd.

8. “Mhilo Gu:icral Robinctt was cngagod south of the OUED 'L.TE3, Brigadi FoR T H
Dumphic met the :ain Gorman attack iith his 26th .rmored Brigade (British) AN
of tho OUED !LTEB. The 26th rmorod Brigade (-1 aruored ropimental group) as
statod above, arrived at TILLi during the night 18-19 Fcebruary. Brigadior
Dumphie roportod to iiq IT Corps at 0100 hours on the 19th. .fter learning the
situation, hu visited Colonul Stark who was in cotiand of all the forcces in
thu pass. lie arrived at Coloncl Stark's CP at 1630 hours and 1l_arned that the
battle had been in progress sincce daybruak. ..lthough Colonel Stark's CP was
undur dircvet sncll arms fire at this timc, Coloncl Stark clajued that the
situation wvas will in hoad and that all of his troops were in position. Ho
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did-a.dmit, howe.vor, that he was having slight difficultics with communications.

- 9. Brigadior Dumphio immodiatoly roturncd fo THALA whore he reported to
British Mrst irmy that thu situation was vory poor at tho pass and requosted
pormission to cmploy his forc: to restoro the situation. 1st Army granted hin
pormission to umploy not more than onc motorized company, 1 armorcd squadron,
ou0 troop of AT guns, and onc troop of artillury. This force moved to a no-
sition astridc the Ti%iL\ road along o ridgo about two miles northwost of the
.pass during the night 19-20 February. This force was lurthor ruinforced in
this position by tho 3rd Bn., 6th Armored Infantry. ..ftor thc 26th Infantry
loft thoir positions ia the pass, this composite .mcrican and British force
hold this cov.ring position along tho ridge astride the TIALL Road until dark,
20 February. The arnored squadron lost all of its tanks. The 3rd Bni, 6th
Armorod, suffored very heavy casualtics. During the aftcrnoon of the 20th,
the remainder of tho 26th .Arnmored Brigadc moved up to a covering position
about 180 miles south west of TH.iL.. General Fredendall paid a personal visit
to this position at tiis time and placed Brigadicr Durphic in,command of all
troops British and ,nmorican in this arca. During the night 20-21, Brigadicr.
:iicholson arrivud to coordinato thc action of CC"B* and the 26th .irmorcd
Brigade. . meuting of General Robinott, Brigadior Dumphic, and Brigadier
ilicholson at TiLLi was arranged. In order to got back to his troops prior to
daylight, Gonural Robinott had to loove beforu Brigadicr ilicholson arrived,
Brigadier Dumphic and General Robinett, however, had agroed to a nlan of
action bofore Goncral Robinctt left TILL.. Brigadicr Nicholson arrived in
TILLi at 0245 hours and approvud tihc plans alrceady made by Brigadier Dumphie
and General Robinctt. ..ccording to this plan, Goneral Robinett was to restorce
the situation south of the OUED Ii.TEB vhile the 2nd Bn., of the Sth Loicesters,
who had arrived carly that night, propared defunsive positions astride the
road threo miles southwest of TilL.. Thc 26th ..morcd Brigadc was to delay
tho cnomy and pruvent him from roaching the Leicesters position before 1800
hours, 21st of Fubruary. Coloncl Stark was to form a straggler point at Til.Li
for all incrican troops and sond them up from this point to rcinforce the
Luicosturs! position.

10. ..bout 0730 hours on thc 21st of Fcbruary, a German force of all
artis could be scen fron the 26th Brigadet's positicns forming astridc the THLIL.
Road proparod to attack north. The approxdmate strungth of this uvnemy force
w2s as follows: 30 tanks,. about 20 SP uns, 35 A-track infantry vchicles,
and 2 corpanics of infantry in trucks vho disnounted and advanced by foot.
This cnay concontration was shilled by the artillery of the 26th irmored
Brigadc. The cnemy SP guns ongaged the forward tanks of the Brigade and
Iziocked out four. 4t 1500 hours, tho cnemy attacked straight up the road.

The tanks of ‘the 26th .rmorcd Brigade fought a delaying action back to TiiLa
and lost 20 tanks knocking out only a sm2ll nunber of German tanks. The 26th
irmored rigade, however, uwana;ed to maintain the required delay. The last
tank passud through the Leicesturs! position a2t 1930 hours. Fiwve TD guns of
the 805th TD 3n. under Lt. Col. Foreman wiers the only .mcrican troops who
fought in this dclaying action and in the defounse of the Loicesteret positions.
~lthough most of th: 805th TD Bn. had been lost in nrevious fighting, Colonul
Forcman by lis suporior luadership, managed to kecp these remtining guns to-
gether and they gove an excollent account of themscelvoes throughout the remnin-
dor of tho battlc. The 26th .rmorued Drirade r2llicd behind the Leicesterst
position. By 19LS hours, ncnine gun fire inside tho Leicesters' positions

_sE 5 R PPN
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Roport of operations, l\q"II Corps, 2 May 1943 (COntinuoo,’.

indicated that tho enemy had broken through thoso positions, Tho artillory
of 9th Divieion, howsver, by marching continuously for four days and nights
in the last stages of thoir march fram CASABLANCA, arrived in tho THALA area
and had gone into supporting positions of the 26th Armored Brigade by day-

light. Orders from Brigadior Nicholson wore received to hold the positions
-of the 26th Armored Brigade at all costs.

: 11, *-To relieve the situation confronting CC"B" and the 26th jirmored
'Brigode, the 16th Infantry launched a counterattack in tho vicinity of BOU

- DRIES and cloarod BOU DRIES of the cnemy. This countorattack and tho sudden

" incroasoe in artillery fire caused by tho arrival, of the 9th Division Artillery,
cangod tha onoamy to pull back bofort his line of rotruat through the pass was
cut bohdnd him. At 1915 hours on the 22nd, tho unomy bogan a gonoral with-
drawal towards the pass. Artillery concontrations harassed his movumont
through tho pass by intordiction fire throughout the night.

. 12, CC".% moved from BOU CHEBK/. to HAIDR\ during tho night 22-23. From
the 23rd of Fobruary to thu 25th°of Fcbruary, the onumy continued his with-
drawal from tho KASSERINE bowl, leaving many mincs and booby traps. Patrols
wore pushod out to maintain contact. By daylight on the 2hth howewver, CCHB"
had lost contact with the cnumy. Fires were obsurved in K.SSERINE and FERLANA
during the night 24-25 Fobruary. By the 25th, CC"B" and the 26th- irmored
Brigado had regained control of the high ground north and south of tho pass
and by 1458 hours tho Reconnaissanco Company of the 13th Armored Rogimant

cntored the pass. The advanco of the forward clomonts was greatly hampered
by rminos.

13. During thc puriod 26 Fubruary to 16 liarch in compliancy with First
Airmy Operations Instruction NHurmber 19, dated 24 Fobruary 1943, II Corps rcorgan-
izod and consolidated its positions alonE the LIISTER! DORS..LE with the 3Lth
Infantry Division on thu north, the 9th “nfantry Division on the south, and

the 1st _rmored Division in a position of rcadiness on the south flenk., The
1st Infantry Division begoan its concentration in the BOU CHCBKA arca.

SECTION V - ADIONISTR.TIVE B
l. Status of strength - ,\ppundix ». ",
24 Casualties and prisonars - .ppondix #B*

3. Ruplacemunts - .ippundix "C@,
4. Lvacuation - .ppondix ®pu,

For the Comaanding Gunoral:

aotg. idjubtent Gunaral,
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APPENDIX "A" TO REPORT ON OPCRATIONS, HEADQUARTZRS II CORPS, 2 MAY 19h3.

Status of Strength of Command by Division and Separate Units on 1 January
or on date they came under II Corps control.

off. WO ANC EM  Total

Headquarters II Corps 70 13 83
Hoadquarters Company, II Corps -7 2 120 129
202d M.P. Coe L 178 182
]-St Armo Divo (‘2 ano)
Hq & Hq Co., 1lst Armd Div. 65 10 206 - 281
81st Rcn Bn. L3 1 726 "~ 7170
Serve CO., 1st Armd. Div. i 1 2’.[).‘ ' 252
1lh1st Signal Co. 6 2 167 175
16th mo Engrc Bne. hh 2 655' 701
1st Armd. Maint, Bn. 38 12 86L 91k
1st Armd, Sup. Bn. (=Co B) 11 1 220 232
Hq. 13th Armd. Rogt. 8 170 178
Rene Co.y 13th Armd. Regte 2 187 189
1st Bn., 13th Armd. Regte. 27 2 393 h22
2d Bn., 13th Armd. Regte. 20 1 . h68 h89
Surv, COO, 13th Armd. Regto 6 1l 159 166
uain‘b._ Coe., 13th Armd, Regto ’-‘ 1 108 113
3d Bn., lst Armd. Rogt. : 27 2 590 619
Rcne Co., 15t Armd. Regte. 9 193 202
. Maint, Cd., 1st Armd. Regto 7 181 188
Sorve COs, 1lst Armd. Regte S 2 184 191
. 1st Bn., 6th Armd. Inf. 2L 535 559
24 Bne., 6th Armd. Inf. 23 1 627 651
3d Bne., 6th Armd, Inf. to 6 78 8)4
Hqe COe, 6th Armd, Inf. 16 2 125 153
Serv, CO., 6tt1 Armd. Inf, ° 6 3 lhz - 151
. 27th Atmd, FeA. Bn. 3L 1 629 66l
91st Armd. F.Ae Bn. Lo 3 702 . 745
Train. HQ & Hq Co., lat Armd. Div. 12 135 W7
Cannon Co., 39th Infantry 5 : 17 - 122
Sth Fehe Bne 22 2 608 632
601't T«De Bnc ("'1 Co.) 30 509 539
1st Bn., 213th C.A. 37 ’ 683 720
106th CeA« Bne 35 807 8l42
L43d C.A. Bn. 35 807 = 842
26th Inf, (=3d Bn.) : 109 S 2047 2161
334 Fehe Bns. 25 2 L8o 507
Co. C, 1st Engr. Bn. (1 Plat) 1 : 48 L9
CPscC, 1st Med. Bn. : 3° "t 107 110
1st Rcne Troop 9 * * 170 179
-l =~

4 VUi
gg“ H‘ Cllifocimy,
R



Wooasone oo oy m&,. RUIRAECEE
v 4o b \.;v',"\":_, .~ )‘ Lo ',"A“ bd -—. Q-;:- - -’T .“‘ /‘
ALY o A .,:',.‘57 e - e e e

. ‘2“@—191&3 (CODW)Q

B (& Todad

.-zwazww(m@) e g

37 .. N 901 938
co. By 7018t TuDs B Lo X SO TR 7198
~§§” C,a05thca . . . 7 iy 2r ol
? ’ -v?f PR A e ¢ ’
_,;533%1 e s%h =28 B 1 %6 988
-.not'a% 203d:84g. Dopot. Cou' - .- 1 50 51
128thisige RISCos - -3 83 86
SSthIWI Sectiz J(Brit.) 3 22 25
518t Mods. Bns 28 1 L72 - 501
lﬂt«‘segt.. 24 Med, S\!po Depe. 3 ) 30 33
Tth Evac, Hosp. L7 51 317 = "lis
hBﬂLSurs. Kmpo 48 . 57 2713 378
9tH ‘Evace Hosp. " u7” 52" 307 106
H- X : ¢ %
¢Toam N : . :
1 sh“é'ck 'rean 1. 2 3
Deﬂ- 3 ésth m«co' . h 1148 152
Cos ‘A, 205th:-QM Bn. 3 12) 127
Co. D’ 2llhth m Bne : . 3 215 218
18t Bn., 26th QM (=B & c) n | o282 293
934 @ Co. (Rhd) L 108 - 112
Hq & Hq Det.; P0G 8 39 L7
Hq &“Hq Dete; SSth Ord Bn. 8 30 38
30th Ord. Co. (HM) 7 213 220
Cos D, 87th Qrde. Bn. 7 . 191 198
78th Oord. Cod™ 5 .1 168 173
66th Oord. Cos: 'S 180 185
109th Ord. Co. 5 1 . 123 129
3485th Ord. Co. 1 191 198
Dete, hsou: Engr. Depot Co. 6 188 194
761st Engr. RR Co. 5 256 T 261
19th Engrs.”(C) sh. . -2 138 . 1Lko
Det., 62d Erigr. Topo Co. 1. 5 6
105th CA (~Btrys A & D) 23 - -2 37 399
688th CA Btry S 73 78
689th CA Btry S 13 78
690th CA Btry S 73 78
694th CA Btry 5. 7 78
Hq & Hq Dets; 188th Ord. Bn. 4 1 15
3488th ords Co. 7. 7183 190
S3d Orde Co. 5 136 1
Dote, 162d Sige Photo Co. . 3 3
Dats, 163d Sige Photo Co. 1 3 4
Dote., 175th Radio Repair 1 10 11
Dote., Coe B 829th Sig. Bn. 1 8 9
1st Bn., 168th Inf. 30. 910 940
- -
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Appendix "A" to Report on Qperations, Hq. II Corps, 2 May 193 (GContinued),

off. Wo ANC EM  Total

175th F.A. Bn. 35 2 565 602
168th Inf, (-1st Bn.) 107 3 1949 2059
Coe C, 109th Med. Bn. 5 86 - 9N
Det., Co. C, 109th Engr. Bn. 1 53 sy
Dot., 305th T.D..Bn, 8 350 358
1st Ranger Bn. ) 476 507
~ 2d Bn., 17th Feh. 31 2 596 629
‘Sth Repl Bn. 19 161 180
Roplacaments Unassigned 19 Sy7 566
24 Plat.’ Coe. B, 9Sth m Bk!‘y 2 82 i Bh
1st Plat.’ Coe A, 301st QM Bn. 1l & 61
. 2d Plat,, Co. D, 60th Q¥ Ldry 1 70 rp!
1 Plate, L7th Q@i (GRS) . 1 2T 28
1st T.D. Group Hqe 16 123 © 19
2d Bn., 591st Engr. B, Regt. (-F) 20 1 423 Lhk
1st Bn., 36th FeAs Rogte 26 1 616 643
Btey A and Det., B,-1st F.A. Obsn Bn. b p 8 7 8L
34th: Divisions. : ‘
" Hqe, 3lith Division : B 10 233 291
. ;'\'Hq. COQ’,Bhth Dive 8 2 126 136
MP Plate : 3 3 76
© 73lth 8ig.-Co. 10 1 247 258
... 34th Cav. Ren. Troop _ 8 186 190
47 3334 Infs Regt. (=24 Bn.) 197 6 19716 2089
2..135th Infs Regte 140 (3 2850 2996
* ;€e3hth Div, Artillery ’ 16 2 130 | 1;8
125¢h Fehe B o 2 52l " 556,
1516% FeAo Bni: 3 2 L87 . S22
189%h FeAe BOY: 3L 3 3 R 1
109th Engre Bus 2 2 680 ° - Tk
109th Med. Baj: 30 L W7 " LT
109th QI Baozt 1 28 &0
%5 804th T3D. Bn. . L3 s
226th QM SalyzrColl. Cos wm
536th APU ﬁ T - . » ST eyt AN
6924 Ca Btryiz PR ¢ SR
.26 Q e Trk. Bne hi S e MO
15t ns: Pivision « 5
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ippendix "A" to Ropaert on Operations, Hq. II Corps, 2 May 1943 (Continued).

off. WO ANC EM  Total

1st Infantry Division (Contimed):

Div. ir tyo lh 2 lh6 162
7th F.A. Bn. 27 2 589 618
32nd F.A. Bne 33 2 588 623
13t.h Felis Brigade: :
Hq & Hq Co. 15 1 92 108
1st Fe.he Obsn Bn (=S & F Section) 16 330 346
17th FeA. Regt. (=24 Bn.) 3k 1 589 624
36th FeAe Regte. (=18t Bn.) 3 2 709 L2
178th F.h. Rogte 67 3 1295 1365
813th T.D. Bn. 37 8L9 886
854th TeDe Bne 37 852 . 889
9th Infantry Divisiong
Hqe., 9th Infantry Division 12 8 98 118
HGqe COe, 9th Infantry Division 7 3 162 172
U.Pe. Plat, 3 86 89
9th Signal Co. 13 1 350 36L
15th Engre Bne 35 1 716 752
9th Mod. Bn. 38 . L73 S11
9th Qi Bn. 1 228 242
709th ordu Co. 10 1h6 156
L7th Inf. Rogte 169 5 3450 362
3%th Inf. Rogte 129 3 3252 3384
60th Inf, Regte ‘ 152 2 3088 322
__Division Artillery 24 210 23l
26th Fehe Bne 28 2 597 627
- 34th FeAe Bne 3 2 611 6Ll
60th Fele Blle <eme—esn— 3L 1 . 568 603
Bhth Fd\o Bno . 3!4 2 Sh? 583
9th Rene Troop 6 211 217
107th CA Bne 39 2 752 - 793
624 Engr. Topo Co. (~Det) L 115 119
L/27th Engr. Co. (DT) L 105 109
Coe B, 60lst Engr. Cam, Bn. S 17 82
-1 Phto, Co. B, 205“'0)'1 QM 1 Sl 52
Section Shoc Repair, 218th QM Co. 1 33 3L
751st Tank Bn. 36 2 730 768
2619th Qu Prov. Trk. Bne. 20 284 oL
lhth Oorde. Co. S 1 140 16
Btry B, 4318t CA Bn. 6 W7 153
Detey 6th chen. Co. ' : 25 25
1’3 Engre “Rdxt. (-Det) 32 3 617 652
e B & O, ,263d QU Bn. 6 L8 55k
0%1. 70th, 'tank Bne 6 105 1
8 TeDs Brie: a8 851 889
T r.n. Bnc 38 895 933

heis '_”h"" ISlhroh,Oorpa"rotal . W0 228 157 83hg2 88287

t
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APPENDIX "B" TO REPORT ON OPERATIONS, HEADQUIRTERS II CORPS, 2 M.Y 19L3,

1. Prisoners captured by II Corps units during period 1 Jamuary to 17
H&l‘ch, 19’-‘3‘

German Italian
off. g off. _@

2 ! ' 5 518

2. Casualties of II Corps during period 1 January to 17 March,. 19L3:

Officers Enlisted Men
kK ¥ um ¢ K K ¥ ¢

2 72 199 3 170 G2 2228 29



" APPENDIX “C" TO REPORT ON OPERATIONS, HEADQUARTERS II1 CORPS, 2 MAY 19L3.

Roplaoemta by brench received by IT Corps um.t,s during the period 1
January - 15 March, 1943:

-

OFF . EM
Irlfantw.....". * 0 08 ¢GOS O OO POS 187 ho7h
Field Artillew ®eveccsececovaceoe 3!4 789
Medical 808008000000 00000s000000 15 193

Dental esececscccscaccccensseccce

TeDe coccecccccccccacasscsscocas 1 115
Engineer 9000000000008 0000c0090 5 231
Q.u. TN RN EN N NNRNINE R RN IENNENXNRE BN XY ] 199
Cole ¢cavecansecscccsscsescecscsacoce 6 52
Ordnance P T Y L T YY) 107
Armored FOTrCe eecsesscvscscecsses 28 858

Cavalry eecececsscecesocccoccccccs 12 69
Liilitary Police eseesccscocccacee 31
B I 0 0000002000000 000°08000000s09 5 b

Signal ecscecvcscecccecccscssese 23

TOTAL 290 67u6

(JIH I
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" APPYDIX "D TC RUPORT oo OPCRATIONS, HUADQUARTERS II COucS.

S

licdical Activities During Period 1 January to 17 llarch, Inclusive.

1. Duwring the beriod 1 January to 21 January, corps medical units wore
concentrated in the Constantine area. These units werc the 9th Cvacuation
ospital, 7Tth Evicuation Hospital, L8th Surgical Hospital, 5lst Medical
Batialion, 2nd Battalion, 16th iedical Regiment, and the lst Advance Section,
2nd iledical Supply Depot. iuring this period, only British hospital facilities
were available and all hospitalization was in British hospitals.

2. Upon arrival in the Tebessc arca, the 9th Evacuation Hospital was
cstablished 12 miles south of Tebessa. The LB8th Surgical Hospital cstablished
onc hospitalization section at Feriana, the other section moving to vicinity
of Thala., The 77th Evacuation Hospitacl was held in reserve until 1l February,
when it established lightly 12 miles south of Tebessa. The lst Advance Sectionm,
2nd iiedical Supply Depou, was cstadblished 10 miles south of Tcbessa.
, 3. During the period 16 February to 20 February, all medical installations
werce withdrowvm to vicinity of Ainc Beida. During this withdrawal it was ncces-
sary to move cpproxinately 700 paticnts with the hospitals because of lack of
ovacuation facilitics to the rear.

L. Supply. The initial medical supplics were adcquate and therce was no
difficulty in mzintaining an adequate supply of class one supplics, that is,
tiosc suppliecs containcd in iacdical maintenance units. It becane necessary
carly in the operation to alter the maintenance unit in order that a nmore
ncarly bolonced stock would be available in the depot. The greatest difficulty
in supaly was cvncountered in replacing items of organizational cquipment for
hospitals and ficld units. It was nccessary to augment the T/BA cquipment of
hoswitzls materially, in order that they might function cificiently at near
full capacity.

5. Tospitalization. The two 750-bed cvacuation hospitals and the LOO-
bod surgical hospital were adequate for the troops initially involved. The
tuo 750-bed cvacuation hospitals were placed on a 15-day policy in ordeur that
as mony paticnts os possible might be returncd to duty in the forward aren.
This policy was abandoned towards tiic cnd of the pcriod vhen troops in the
arca were inercascd.  The L8th Surzical Lospital recoived the aajority of
cosualtics and rendered tic initial operating trceatment. This unit was on no
fixed policy. Clcoring platoons of Corps iedical Battnlions were utilized
cxtensively in the forword arces with surgical teams ctiached.  Thesc units
performed excellently and filled the gap between division units ~nd the more
fixed lospitals in the rcar.

6. Evacuztion. Evacuation from forward units was acconplished by the
Slst ledical Battalion 2nd ihe 2ad Battalion, 16th lledical Re inment. This
l1atter unit was placed cntircly i support of thic 1st G.S. Armorcd Division,
w:ile the $1st Ledical Battalion covered cvacuztion from clearing platoons to
hosnitels. Evacuction to the Comicanication Zonc was cntir.ly b ~ir until 16
Fobrvary, when oir cvocuation comploetcly failed cduc to unfavorable flyin;: con-
ditions. Thc British First Armgyr then furnish.d o roction or tho 6th jotor
A:shulance Corps for uvacuation by road to the 61st Station Uospit~l 1t L1 Guer-
rzh. This unit rcmained witn the Corps during the remtinder of this period,
and covered 211 reonmcard uvacuitifgyéggjgogq,

‘melﬁﬁﬁliu-.
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Panzer Armee Afrika (Rommel), War Diary (Ex-
tracts), 17-22 February 1943



Fpom the 21st Pz. Division to
Pz. 4.0.%. . 2359 h. 17 ngmmy 1943
by msemiger‘

 The £ight for Sboitla {5 harder than expected. Defonse well
organized; about 50 cnewyy tanke. Ssvon-hour tank fight. Sbeitle firmly in
our hard. Bullt of tonks now ot 7279 (Sbeitlp) Result: number of prisoners
inoronsed to 5 officers, 1650 men; 12 tanls, sevoral sel{~propelled mounts,
6 persomnnsl transporﬁxtion wagons, & gung destroyed. Intention: defense of
Sbeitla, mooping up in 7237/7263 (road 51 bou Zid to 30 kn southwest). Poimb
of maln effort of rogoupalssoncs 5572 (Sbiba, 35 ko north of Sbeitla) and

T716 -(Ka:;sarine) « Tank z2itustion: &5 reudy for wotlon.

Sourcas

Anlagenvand 9 zum Hohlachibericht dsr Pz.Armwes Afriks Ia.
12,2.43 - 23.2.13
3 375/11




German-Itslian Pz.Afmy C.P.
18 February 19L3

To Cqmando Suppeno
to Pz.A.O.K.S for information

On the basis of the enemy situntion as of today, and presupéoaing
thgt the supply situation of the Fifth Pz.Army is o.de.quate, I sugggst an
immediate enveloping thrust of strong forces from the gouthwest on Tebessa
and the area nortix of ﬁ:._ I also recommend, if nocegsury for the purpose,

the attachment end rapid move forward of the 10th and 21st Pz.Divs. to the

Thelepte~Feriana areg.

Rommel

Sogrce:

“Analagenband® 9 zum Schlachtberichtder Pz.Armee Afr. Ia
12,2.43 - 23.2.43 : ‘
3 375/11




CONFERENCE on 19 February 1943 - at 09L5 hrs.

Field Marshal _ Kessolring
General _ v, Arnim
Major General Ziegler
Brigadier Goeneral Gauso

Lt, General Gandin
Colcnel 7 : v, Quast
Aide 0.B,S,

The general describes briefly the tactical and supply situation
end states his view on the order from Commendo Supremo concerning the
Gruppe Rommol attack, The commender-in-chief emphasizes that the main

objective must be Bone, To this end, the first attack objective is

"Le Kef (see written plan), If the attack ordered is to succeed it should
be executed promptly; as a matter of fact, it should have been launched
2 days‘ago already. The objecti&e ordered by Commando Supremo - the ponotfa-
tion between Le Kef and Tebessa - promises little success; tho attack will
also'get farther away from the supply base, TheAattack, eccorpanied by a
covering action, should move with all forco toward the north, 8 direction
not expected by the enemy, and ir a mamner that vwould steadily shor%en tho
routes of supply, Hence, commitment of the 2lst Pz. Div. I'rom Sbeitla
toward Le Kef, of the 10th Pz. Div, from Pichon towerd Le ¥Kef, Tho main
aeffort should.not be laid on Tebessa, not even in the direction of Tebessa,
Although I'ield Marshal Kesselring deos not side in with the plans
proﬁosed with all poremptoriness, he concedes thal this opcration has very
meny advanteges and a prospect ol success,

Tho question of adjustment in the chain of command, the frontier, or

the boundary betwoen Gruppe Rommel and 5th Pz, Armec is not clearly solved




CONFERENCE on 19 Feb. 1943 - at 09l5 hrs, (cont,)

by Field Marshal Kesselring, The project of Field Marshal Kesselring

got the
that Regt. Buhse should be commanded by Rommol did not XHEAXXE consont

from the other officers,

The emount of supply end motor fehicles, considered absolutely necessary
if the operation is to bo executed et all end roquested by the commender-
in—chief,appegr high to the Field Marshal; however, on increase in the

bringing up of supply and motor vehicles is promised,

Source: KRIEGSTAGEBUCH IV

on A.OQKQ 5) Ia
from 1,2 -~ 28, 2, L3

29 1117
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Gorren-Italien Panzor Army C.P,  ~
19 Fabruary 1943

Telephone lMesgage to

A.'OQK.S; Idwnoad c‘ P'
Lt.Col,.Pomptar

Qrder for Oporation "Sturmflut"”

flo ot
1. The forocas under the cummand of Field Marmhel Rommel or nevly placed

under his orders (10th Pz.*iv., 2lst De.Div., Kempfgruppe D.f4.X. ), oxploiting
#ax former succeeas, will iswedlately push forvard ovor the goneral line 7279 -
5127 northward in the doop flank and rior of the Britigh {forces standing in
frout of the north Tuslaian froni.

2. To that effoct tho following 1s ordereds

a. Tue 215t Pr.Diz. will lesvo the areca of 7275 a‘cgﬁloo h. 1 Fob, pro-
coed along thoe high road leading northward aund will reach the road
Jusmotion about 75 kn northenorthwast of T7279.

k., The 10th Pz.Dive., after redéﬁ.ving vartinent orders, ¥will inredlately
loave the Pichon srea and reach by the gshortest route the Sbeitia arec
at tho digposal of fiold iMarghal Aomwsl. I will resain there in roadie-
ness and upon order of flold Uarshal Rommel and according to ths develope
ment of tho situation will bo committed oither behind the 2lst Pe.Div.
in the diroc%ﬂ Ia Kaf or over Fasserime in o general norihwosteorly
dircgotion.

e Fiold Yarghal Roomel¥s C.P. will bLo trsnmi‘ex*x‘ad &t noon 19 feb. o
Feriane gouth, Radio cosmunicatfon with the 10th Pe.Div. will bo az;.sured.

Rouaol

Sourace:
Anlagenbend 9 zum Sohlachtbericht der Pz.Armee 4fr. la
12,2.543 - 23.2.43
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Operations Seotion Germon Italian Pangor Aruy G.Pu
19 Februery '3 a5 h.

to
Div. Dentauro

Hew aituaticn. The Tth Bers.Rgt. will stert to march to Ferlana im-
mediately. Upon arrival thera{dll pass under tho coutrel oi' D AsKe Ths roe
_ Eimental commander will procced in advance to the C.P. of the D.A.K. at Ye-

'rianu aouth. 7Thoroe he will rcceive further ordors.

Operaticus Section German Italian Donzor Army C. P
. 1¢ February L3 Ol5L

1o
.Div. Ceantawro
- A1) the elezeute of DMv. Contauro heratofore cormitlod southoast & oL

o

fsouth of Galse will move as rapidly es poagible to the Cafsa area. There Lhey

‘will organize Tor -defonsa.

SowqQe: -

Andfgonband 9 zum Sohlachitberioht dor Pz.Armce Alr. la
lacaah) - 29.&:49
A3y -



CGeruan Itelian Paneer Army C.D.
19 Fobruary 1943

Ordor for Gorman African Corps ( by tdzephone to Lt.Col.Stolbedl)

1. | How eituetion. The forcos undor Rommel's cormand or xemx who will bo
shortly under Romzol¥s command (10th Pz.Dive, 2lst PeJDiv., Kminfgruppe DoficKe ),
G@biting the advantage galned up to now, will attack es ropidly ac pessiblo
over the gonoral line 7279 - 5127 nortiward 1n the deop gﬁﬁud roar of‘t.h.cs
British forccs standiﬁg oppogite the morthora tunisian front.
24 To that cffeot the £lem following is ordered:

f. At 0800 he 19 Fob, the 218t Pz,Dive will move out of the aroa 7279,
follow the high road to the north and goin the juretion about 75 km
north-norttwest of 7279. |

be Tho 10th Pz.Div. starting ifmmediately from the Plohwa arcn, at firsd
at the -digposal of Rammel, will roazch arsa 7279. Furthor commitoent
fran thore is reserved. |

ce Hampfgruppe D.A.K. (less tho Boreaglieri Bn and the srtillery battinlion
of the Div. Contauro) will starit irmediaetoly end resch ares 77156, will
move into positlion of roadiness shortly and will then goin without delay
the mountain pass northwest of 7716. Fwrther commitment from thera accord-
ing to the developmont of the situation ‘b:js')colaloxdr of tha Arr%

3. Tho Bersagliori batialion and the frtillery Bn. of Div. Contauro will
at flrst rozain in the area 7741 for geowity and reconnaissancea to the nordth
and the nertlmaest. Rellcef during 19 Feb,ﬂ{,hrough tho Tth Bors.Rgt. arriving

fron Gafea fg provided for.t Upon arrivel in Forilana scuth the 744 Bors. Rit.
& by ¢ U

will Yo placod under the control of D.A.K. After ralief through tho 7th Rerc.
D.A.K., will 1ssue the necessary orders for the novemeat of
Rgt./the Dors.Bn. and Arty.Bn.of Div. Centauro recdk,
Aftor removing the former poiunt of nain offcrt of reoonneigeonca tho

Rogon.Bn.33 18 placed completsly at the disposal of D.A.K. for the new mlgoion.



-.2-

e Howltzer Btry, 24 Bn.,A.A.E 1 and lst Co.,Rooket projeotor Hgt.7l
- W1l move during 19 Feb. to D.A.Z. at 7742 south and will be placod undsr
its. ordox's at arrival.

Knsta AoOch will be detached irmodintely from D.d.K aznd is arsin
~ placed direotly under the control of tho Army.
Se Exmc kb On 19 Feb, noon, Romuel?s C,D. at 7741 south.

Ronmol

Souroez

Ahlagenband 9 sum uchlnohtbor:.cht aor Pg.hrmea Afr.ls
12.2.1;3 23.2.43
ENEY



Intelligonce- Corman~Italian Pz.Army C.Pe
‘ 20 February 'L,3
-

Radio Mossage to
OuK.Ha Army G.S., Sootion Fremde Heera West III"

Gorman Genoral in Rouie

Intelligonce Lvening Report

Borth Front:

I

The enemy opposed vidlent resistanse to our attacks ot Sbiba and at
the p&as northwsst Xasgerine,

At Sbiba, the enemy who roceived oconstent roinforceuents ospecislly in
artillery, vmé abla to put a stop to the aettack of the 2Yst Pz.Div, from his
“improved, dominant positions; the division had gained 1ittle ground end was

forcad to pass to tho defunsive.

Opposite Zampfpruppe DeleK. the cnemy succeeded at first, with the support

“of new fom’es'brought from the north, in holding his very advantageous pass
positions nortimast of Rnggorine. But after the comaltment of eloments of the
10th Pz.Dive he was thrown back in heavy i‘i.ghting and had to give up the pass.
- Bs lost several hundred prisoners, many weepons and matfriel.

Northwest of Thelepte the enemy was able to ropulse with strong artillery
an attack lamched by weak forces of the Div. Csutauro.

Very weak air activity because of poor visibllity. Out of I onomy planes
;_vd’ctaclcing fiom tho northwest of Kagserine 3 were shot dovm.
‘2. impreasion made by the enamys

Committing &ll his avallable foroos
/Ehe enomy is endoavoring ‘o hold his new switoh position in the hills

xxxit northwest of Sbeitla~~-Basgerine---Tholepte. Hao keeps on bringing roinfor-
cementa at Sbiba and northwost of Kassorine. fnmeny countorattacks arec oxpscted

on 21 Fob. at Sbiba, northwest of Hagsorins and northwoest of Tholepto.

s [N .

*Branch of the Intollisonce Service dealing with Vestorn Allles.



uza

R Azcording to statements of tha British Intelligoncoe Service, elanont;
of the lat; Britiéh Garde-Brigade may be assumed to bo at Sbiba. Since British
tanks York VI wore algo ascertaimod there the commitment of elements of tho
British 6th Panzor Div. 4in thisg area can be reokoned with,

C’J: ,:‘Lu
Prieoners of the 9th Inf., 9th Amarican Inf.Div. wore tmgsght Northwost

of Kasserins.
According to relieble inforrmation the rcat of the Combat Commando of thg
lét Anorican Penzer Div. has beon ascartained anew in the area southeast of

Tg}:e 322 O

" Souroes

':;_"‘Axlxldgenband 9 zum Schlachtbericht der Pz.Armee Afr. Ia
T 12.2.143 = 23.2.13
T3 3yY1




Oper&tlons Section German Italisn Pz.irmy C.Pe
to 21 Feb.'L43 2210 h.
218t Pz Div.

Defenso in the presont main line of resistance.
ready

" In oasc the cnemy withdraws over Sbiba, pursue with slemonts; bulk/fox' now

- assigument.

Fagta O.B. will attack from Thala on Rhodia in the rear of the enery at

Sbibe.

P e

TO tha lObh PZ.D1VG
Dsfense in the aree Thala~Knlaeo Djerda. lLocal assault on Jad jercuine eround

1o ERef.

To &% DJAKe

Contirmed thrust to capture Pass el Hmara. Fide gouth envelopgent during

_the night of 21/22 if necessery..

To 500th Arty.Bn.

Az\'c‘l:ack over T790 on 7782 and T162. Hold tho passos.

To Div. Centauro
Withdraw frommotion south of the passsg. During the night the old
area around Ferisna---Tolepte will Ls gained and defanded, roacd fork Oglet

-

bu Iayn will be mined. Reserve wlll Lo held in readiness for monile commitment.

Ta Ccrmanding Jonerel, Alr Foroe Corps Tunls
Today's rooonnaissanco regults rsceived aftar 1500 h. only. Continued
recocnaissance in the enti{gﬂ Tunisian arc-e and tinely reportiare of deolsive

importence for further dooleions. Romacle




Radio lbsgage from Gorman=-Xtalian Panger Arey C.D
Intellipgenos Saction 21 Feb,.19.3
to
. 0.K.He Army Gen.Staff, Fromde Heers West III
Gorman Genoral in Rome
248,504

Evoning Report, Intelligenoco

1. Horth fronts

At Sbiba the cneamy ocontinued toget reinforosments. A totnl of 11 babteries

wag idontified. A tank thrust from the weat in the aftoerncon wag repx;lsod and
6 enemy tanke were destroyed.

In the forenoon northwest of Kassorine pass an attack of cnamy armored

forces wng ropulsed in the area of 5665, Thae onemy opposed violent resistance

to our noon attack in a northern and northwestern direction. Hv brought forward
the 26th Pz.Brigade of the DBritish &th Pz.Div. against our 10th Pz.Div. in 1ino
toward the north. In hard fighting tixis brigade was thrown baoek in the direc-
tlon of Thale and lost almost L0 teanks. The cnemy wns gucceasful in bringing
to a stop the attack of Kampfgruppe D.A. K, against the pasa 3 east of Tebossaj

he wus in strong positions on the surrounding hille and his artillery fire

ocheskad the atteok 8 im cest of Bl Hamra. Ilo conteasted his positions gucoass-

fully againgt an agsault of woak foroes of Div. Centnuro on necights 20 kn

northwest of Thelepte,

2. Enerryy intentions:

P rr ooy Tor (oeXImTt pmE puriition 131 Ze mortomert of. Lasm‘:x";nej
the euenmy atterpted today to hold the line of heights £l Homat (1l ka southeast
of Thala)===Dj.El Baara (32 ka wost of Tobessa )=—~=DY.logueza (77993. For tho
purposs he brought forward additional American forges from ko area of Tobessa
and soubhoast thereof and slgo the 26 British Pz.Brigads.

3e Acoording to relieblo information Combat Commando B oi the lst American
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Pr.llv. was tranaferreod from the area southsast of

Haidra (74 lon northeast of Tebessa).

L. Captured papers indiceted that cremy forces at Easgerine pass erc as follows: |

1 bn. of the 26th Inf. (1lst ﬁmqr.In:[‘ Div )
1 bn. of the 168th Inf.(Zith " "

1 vn. of The Rangers

1 French tn. of the Div. Congtantine

2 60s.,1%th PzeRgt. (1st Amer.Pe.Div.)

Tobessa to the rcgion of

18t Co.,Darbyshire Yeomanry {6th British Pz.Div.)

%53 Arty.Bn. (lst Amor.Inf.Div.)

&3th Pz.irty.Bn.{lst Amer.Inf.Div,)
175th Arty.Bn.

16th Pzeing.Bn. (1lst fzer.in Bz.l}lv.)
1 bn, 228th Royal Englneers

1 co. 19th Ansr.Eng.Rgt.

1 ca. 805th Antitank Zn.

6 Flak batteries

Sourca:

Anlas;enband 9 zum Sohlaohtberioht der Panzer Armoc Afr. Ia

12.2.43 = 23.2.43
3 37511



b | T
- Operations Seotion German Italien Panzer Army C.P,
~ 22 February 543 0030 h.

to
Gerann Genoral in Romes

" O,B.S. Rlhrungeabtly u.Arbeitasstab
0. K.vr./«f F.St.

qu roport 22 Fabruary *1;3

I, General

. A contimiation of the attack appears to be pointless on account of the
ooﬁtimmus reinforcornents of enomy forces during 22 Feb., the adverse weethor
which renders the terrain ingoasse.ble outside of the hard surface roa;la, and
: the increasging diffioulties of committing mobile trceops in the unfavorable
mountein region; also because of the poor combat value of the troops.

: bresaking

Therafore the Army, after causing the onewy heavy losses and lavwtorsioms

up his concontration, in agraecment wl‘t:h 0.8.5d ordered in the aftornoon a
osggutlon of tho attaok and a withdrawal of the ettacking troopa.

Additional ground i‘or the decision was the fact that the situation at
: the L.areth front makes a rapid ghift of the mobile troops of both e.mies ne=
coasary to give the enemy,who is not yot reedy for the attack, a swift blow
in bis assombled forces and thereBy force him to daley it. During the night

vithdrew
of 22/23 Fob. tho Army will stmsogrxgm the 10th Pz.Dive and Kampfgruipe D.k.Ke,

’ﬁiining the roads ond the tr@ first to ths pass poaition north of EKagserine,

_and then iu additional bounds will have all units inoluding tho 21st Pz:Div.
and Div, Centauro reegh the point of departure of the operation.
| .In view of the weak forcos and the necessity of concentrating all mobile
olemonts 'for an op raticn out of the Fareth position, this position is held
to So the wost fovoranble.
I1. Par_timxlaru
| The 218t Pz.Div.held its position south of Sbiba., Enemy apparently

further reinforoed; howaver no onorny attack.




10th Pz,Div.
The .o.rmored battalion, n;hich in the evening hours of 21 Feb. had

broken through at Thala, was caught in the back by strong cuemy forcos and

was fokoad fo-ovécmtc the villege. Strong enomy foroes (eclementis of the

éth British Pe.Div. and of the L6th British Inf.Div.) were occupying the do-
-minant ridgea on ﬁoth gides of Thala., The prepared atiack on the Thala hills
was not oarr;ed out on account of the continuous roinforoements in onemy infantry
wbrastaicomxty and artilleoryz froa e western and northcrnvdireotion. Several
eneiy attemﬁta at attacks were répulaed with lossos for him.&t night £211 tho
/disengaged 41tgelf fran the ehsmy and rcached Kasserine Pugs aftor mining the

road.

Km@fgruppe DA K, in the morning hows had launched an attack on the pass
‘poeition of Dj‘. el Ham;ra. As g result of strong artillery effect of tho cnemy
end the flanking on 3 sides from dominand mountein positions the attsck. did
not succedd. The Kempfgruppe had to pass to tho defensive aud repuloed several
violent cnamy counterattacks which wure octill in progress at night fajll. The |
withdrawal and reaching the positions in the Kasserine Pags ware cerried out
during the night. .

Tuo ettack of the Artillery Bn,S30 to open the pasces north of Thelepte Rrmmx

~Yaunched from & northern direction)could not Wmxx go forwerd on account of

e e s e e St

gtrong enemy action and marshy roads, and had to be broken off.

Div, Contauro without important engagement in defonsive positions in tho

Thelepte--i‘eridna_ aren. -

Air situation During tho entire day constent Jabo and low-lovel attacks in
ithe area Dj.‘ ei Homra end south of Thala. Five cnenyy planes were dmod by
antleireraft fire. Desplte adverso weathar conditions our Luftwmffe supported
tha oparations offeoctively.

Results of 19-22 Fob. engagemonts according to reports as yet incomplete:

1

i
i

]
|
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845 prisoners (mostly Britiah)

65 tanks ' ,

7l motor gun carriages and scout cars

IS entitank guns

10 guns

mumerous motor trucks, heavy and light infantry weepons ceptured or
destroyeda

8 planes downed by anti alrcraft firo.

Sauroe: ’

. Anlagenband 9 zum Schlachtboricht der Panzer Armoe Afr. Ia
‘120‘20145 - 23020’43
33T




t.
Radio #egsaga from
Intelligence Seotion German-Iltalian Panzar AIEW}C.P.
. 22 February 1943
50
0, K.H. Army G.S., Seotdnmn Fremde IHszere Vost III
Goraan General in Rone
0.B.50d

Evening Hapcrt, Iutelligeuoé Service

1. Noyth front

There 18 no change in the ploture presentsd by the cnomy at Sbiba.

Toward noon strong cademy forocs with tanka wero assembled in readiness
for a counteratiook on our positions 5 kv southeast of Thnle, but the atieck
was not launched.

Tho enamy initiated soveral strong thrusts with tank supportjﬁgainet our
Kampfgruppe southeagt of Dj. el Hamra but was repulsed for the most part. He
really suocecded only pushing dback the lalft flank of this Kaampfgruppe toward
the ezatX. The enemy attacks in this aroa were supportsd Ly strong artillery
which had at its disposal outetanding obsorvation positions on the surrcunding
nills.

- Fo important eotion northwest of Thalepte.

Our air reconnaissance, spotiy bscause of bad weather, disologed that
new enemy foroes ware brought forward on the Le Kof--~Kalea Djerda ro;.d to
Thala, and fraa Tebessa to the east-northeast.

Lo Picturs pragented by the onemy:

“he enemy continued to bring forward reinforcemonts to stop owr advance
ovar the Kaggerine pags to tho north and northwsst or to launch a cmmtax:-—
. attack to recaptire Kasserine pass.

Reliable information, prigoners ataterents,oapbured papers ond ground
raconnaissance disclose the following pleture of the enamy distribution of
forces ix before ourvattack front at thoe pressent time:

a. At Sbiba olexents of the lst British Guard Brigade, and olements of




the 6th British Pg.Dive, at least l; battalion strong, 1 ermorod batfialion
and 11 batteries.

Y. At Thala 26th Pz.Brigade of the 6 British Pz.Div., 13Jth Inf.Brigada
of the l6th British InfDDiv., as woll as olements of the lst end Sth

American Inf.Divs.
Djebel

~ ce In the m el Haxmra scotor Uombat Commando B of the lst Amarican
Pz.Div. ASVELL AS elaments of thae 1lst and 9th American Inf.Divs.

d. In the arca southeast of Tobessa Combat Comrando A of the 1st Amsr.

Armored Div.

According to rolieble information on 21 Feb. all units of the First
- British Army were given the ordar that therc will be no falling back out 6f

the present position end that no men may leave hiz post without en oxpross

ordor.

3,  During the fighting of 19/22 Feb. on the north front of the Gorm.-Ital.

Pz.Army, reports ag yet imoompleté announced the following succesa:
Prigoners: 8ls

- Captured or destroyed: 66 tanks

74 gu motor oarriages and ermored persomnel carrions
i3 antitank guns

10 guns
and mumerous motor trucks, hoavy and light infaniry weapons. Inaddition-a

planos were shot down.

Source: Anlogenband 9 zum Schlechtbericht der Panzer Armee Afr. Ia,
12.2.11\3 - 23-2.&3
3 375/11




