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166 SIXTY-FOURTH CONGRESS. SESS. I. CH. 134. 1916.

June 3, 191. CHAP. 134.-An Act For making further and more effectual provision for the
H. R. 1278.] national defense, and for other purposes.

(1nblic, No. 851
Natonal Defense Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United

s a States of America in Congress assembled, That the Army of the United
th^Armyti'tt States shall consist of the Regular Army, the Volunteer Army, the

Officers' Reserve Corps, the Enlisted Reserve Corps, the National
Guard while in the service of the United States, and such other land
forces as are now or may hereafter be authorized by law.

Regnuar Army. SEC. 2. COMPOSITION OF THE REGULAR ARMti.-The Regular Army
ompoitiMf. of the United States, including the existing organizations, shall con-

sist of sixty-four regiments of Infantry, twenty-five regiments of
Cavalry, twenty-one regiments of Field Artillery, a Coast Artillery
Corps, the brigade, division, army corps, and army headquarters,
with their detachments and troops, a General Staff Corps. an Adjutant
General's Department, an Inspector General's Department, a Judge
Advocate General's Department, a Quartermaster Corps, a Medical
Department, a Corps of Engineers, an Ordnance Department, a
Signal Corps, the officers of the Bureau of Insular Affairs, the Militia
Bureau, the detached officers, the detached noncommissioned officers,
the chaplains, the Regular Army Reserve, all organized as hereinafter
provided, and the following as now authorized by law: The officers
and enlisted men on the retired list; the additional officers; the
professors, the Corps of Cadets, the general Army service detachment,
and detachments of Cavalry, Field Artillery, and Engineers, and the
band of the United States Military Academy; the post noncommis-
sioned staff officers; the recruiting parties, the recruit depot detach-
ments, and unassigned recruits; the service school detachments;
the disciplinary guards; the disciplinary organizations; the Indian
Scouts; and such other officers and enlisted men as are now or may

Enlitedstrength to be hereafter provided for: Provided, That hereafter the enlisted
b e ke. personnel of all organizations of the Regular Army shall at all times be

maintained at a strength not below the minimum strength fixed by
ofMaimum for time law: Provided further, That the total enlisted force of the line of the

Regular Army, excluding the Philippine Scouts and the enlisted men
of the Quartermaster Corps, of the Medical Department, and of the
Signal Corps, and the unassigned recruits, shall not at any one time,
except in the event of actual or threatened war or similar emergency

Recruits liimit. in which the public safety demands it, exceed one hundred and
seventy-five thousand men: Provided further, That the unassigned
recruits at depots or elsewhere shall at no time, except in time of war,
exceed by more than seven per centum the total authorized enlisted
strength.

MTacticals SEC. 3. COMPOSITION OF BRIGADES, DIVISIONS, AND SO FORTH.-
!-- The mobile troops of the Regular Army of the United States shall

in time be organized, as far as practicable, into brigades and divisions.
t The President is authorized, in time of actual or threatened hostilities,

or when in his opinion the interests of the public service demand it,
t Brigas to organize the brigades and divisions into such army corps or armies

as may be necessary. The typical Infantry brigade shall consist of a
headquarters and three regiments of Infantry. The typical Cavalry
brigade shall consist of a headquarters and three regiments of Cavalry.
The typical Field Artillery brigade shall consist of a headquarters and
three regiments of Field Artillery. The typical Infantry division
shall consist of a headquarters, three Infantry brigades, one regiment
of Cavalry, one Field Artillery brigade, one regiment of Engineers,
one field signal battalion, one aero squadron, one ammunition train,
one supply train, one engineer train, and one sanitary train. The
typical Cavalry division shall consist of a headquarters, three Cavalry
brigades, one regiment of Field Artillery (horse), one battalion of
mounted Engineers, one field signal battalion (mounted), one aero
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further, That all work pertaining to construction and repair that has Construn and re
heretofore been done by or under the direction of officers of the .
Quartermaster Corps shall, except as otherwise now provided by
laws or regulations, hereafter be done by or under the direction of
officers of said corps.

SEC. 10. THE MECAL DEPARTMENT.-The Medical Department Contittion of.
shall consist of one Surgeon General, with the rank of major general
during the active service of the present incumbent of that office, and
thereafter with the rank of brigadier general, who shall be chief of
said department, a Medical Corps, a Medical Reserve Corps within the
limit of time fixed by this Act, a Dental Corps, a Veterinary Corps,
an enlisted force, the Nurse Corps and contract surgeons as now
authorized by law, the commissioned officers of which shall be citizens
of the United States.

The Medical Corps shall consist of commissioned officers below the eoffiers.
grade of brigadier general, proportionally distributed among the sev- Ratio to Regular
eral grades as in the Medical Corps now established by law. The Army.
total number of such officers shall approximately be equal to, but not
exceed, except as hereinafter provided, seven for every one thousand
of the total enlisted strength of the Regular Army authorized from
time to time by law: Provided, That if by reason of a reduction by orignal appoint
law in the authorized enlisted strength ofhe e Army aforesaid the ents to cease if
total number of officers in the Medical Corps commissioned previously d h o r
to such reduction shall for the time being exceed the equivalent of
seven to one thousand of such reduced enlisted strength no original
appointment to commisioned ank in said corps shalbe made until
the total number of commissioned officers thereof shall have been
reduced below the equivalent of seven to the thousand of the said
reduced enlisted strength, nor thereafter so as to make the total
number of commissioned officers thereof in excess of the equivalent Pro s
of seven to the thousand of said reduced enlisted strength; and no captains limited.
promotion shall be made above the grade of captain in said corps
until the number of officers in the grade above that of captain to
which the promotion is due shall have been reduced below the pro-
portional number authorized for such grade on the basis of the
reduced enlisted strength, nor thereafter so as to make the number of
officers in such grade in excess of the proportional number authorized Dchare o increase
on the basis of said reduced enlisted strength: Provided further, That made or time ofwar.
when in time of war the Regular Army shall have been increased by
virtue of the provisions of this or any other Act, the medical officers
appointed to meet such increase shall be honorably discharged from
the service of the United States when the reduction of the enlisted Quacatins for
strength of the Army shall take place: Providedfurther, That persons iinal appointments.
hereafter commissioned in the Medical Corps shall be citizens of the
United States between the ages of twenty-two and thirty years and
shall be promoted to the grade of captain upon the completion of
five years' service in the Medical Corps and upon passing the exami-
nations prescribed by the President for promotion to the grade of latve rnk de
captain m the Medical Corps: Provided further, That relative rank termined.

among captains in the Medical Corps, who have or shall have attained
that rank by operation of law after a period of service fixed thereby,
shall be determined by counting all the service rendered by them as
officers in said corps and as assistant surgeons in the Regular Army,
subject, however, to loss of files by reason of sentence of court-martial Dets allowed to
or by reason of failure to pass examination for promotion: Provided Red Cras.
further, That hereafter the President shall be authorized to detail not
to exceed five officers of the Medical Department of the Army for
duty with the military relief division of the American National Red
Cross.
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