




















Foreword

With this volume Dr. Thompson and Mrs. Harris conclude the story
of U.S. Army Signal Corps operations in World War II. The Outcome is
largely a success story, as it picks up in 1943 and carries on past V-] Day.
Of all the technical services, the Signal Corps was least prepared for war
in 1941. But by mid-war the Corps was operating efficiently at home and
all over the world. Even so, there were always difficulties to be overcome.
Further, other agencies conducted feuds and raids. The Army Air Forces,
though using Signal Corps equipment through the end of the war, was
never satisfied with it.

The authors have told the story with candor. The point of view is that
of the Signal Corps, but the range of subject matter should prove inter-
esting and instructive to military men and to students of both technology
and public administration.

Washington, D.C. HAL C. PATTISON
1 July 1964 Brigadier General, USA
Chief of Military History
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Preface

With this volume, third and last in the Signal Corps subseries, the
authors close the book on the history of the Corps in World War II. They
close it to the extent that they hereby complete the account as published
in the UNITED STATES ARMY IN WORLD WAR II histories. But
they hope that this volume, subtitled The Outcome, together with its prede-
cessors, The Emergency, to Pearl Harbor Day, and The Test, to mid-1943,
may open up to the military specialist, and to the general reader as well,
new vistas of significance in the immense and complex scene of signal com-
munications and electronics in World War II.

The Signal Corps: The Outcome, continuing the chronological treat-
ment generally followed throughout this subseries, depicts the entire activity
of the Corps at home and overseas to V-] Day. The volume is in all respects
a sequel to The Signal Corps: The Test, wherein the authors had carried
the story to mid-1943. At that point in time, the Signal Corps’ struggle to
obtain better control over communications throughout the Army had
reached a crisis in the Washington headquarters. Or rather the Corps was
just subsiding, not altogether happily, from that crisis, by 1 July 1943.
In the field, in North Africa, the Signal Corps had just passed its first
great combat test of the war.

Thereafter, as Signal Corps troops, equipment, and doctrine continued
to meet further tests in one field of combat after another around the world,
commanders increasingly realized the unprecedented scope of signal com-
munications. They recognized that they had to have far more communica-
tions and electronics, on a larger scale and in a greater variety, than they
had ever expected to require. In all theaters the outcome of Signal Corps
efforts to anticipate and meet Army needs became increasingly evident.
The soundness, the validity of these efforts stood revealed in the unfailing
maintenance of vital command and control throughout the U.S. Army in
its World War II operations.

Hence in this volume the authors have recounted in some detail Signal
Corps activities in each theater overseas. The theater account occupies the
first half of the book, the remainder being devoted to major activities that
centered in the Office of the Chief Signal Officer and to a number of special
activities such as world-wide strategic communications, electronic warfare,
and signal security and intelligence. Greater justice might have been done
to signals overseas had an entire volume been devoted solely to their re-
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counting. But this was not possible within the confines of the chronological
format and within the limitations of the three volumes allotted to the
Signal Corps subseries.

The Signal Corps: The Outcome is the work of two authors. They
collaborated closely on the over-all treatment of the book. They jointly
researched and wrote Chapters I and XI. The other chapters are the work
of the one or the other, as follows: Mrs. Harris, Chapters II, III, IV, V,
XII, XIII, XVI, and XVII; Dr. Thompson, Chapters VI, VII, VIII, IX, X,
X1V, XV, XVIII, and XIX. The research and writing were accomplished
almost entirely within the Signal Corps since 1952, in which year the orig-
inal organization pursuing the World War II history of the Corps, the
Signal Section of the War Department Historical Division, transferred
from the General Staff into the Signal Corps.

The authors owe much to the many who have enabled the completion
of this book, beginning with four Chief Signal Officers (Maj. Gen. George I.
Back (Ret.), Lt. Gen. James D. O’Connell (Ret.), Maj. Gen. Ralph T.
Nelson (Ret.), and Maj. Gen. Earle F. Cook (Ret.)), whose terms of office
extended in some degree over the years when this volume was being pre-
pared. Their support and interest were unfailing. Thanks are also due to
the many Signal Corps officers who read the manuscript. As participants
in the events described, they provided the authors with insights and under-
standing that gave greater meaning to the paper records. Grateful appre-
ciation is tendered to Mrs. Helen Sawka, Mrs. Gladys Newsome, and Mrs.
Marion McKnight, the three typists who accomplished in succession in this
office their essential portion of the task with faithful care and effort.

In the Office of the Chief of Military History, Dr. John Miller, jr., the
Deputy Chief Historian, with valuable suggestions and assistance from the
Chief Historian, Dr. Stetson Conn, supervised and guided the revision of
the text. Miss Ruth Stout, Chief of the Editorial Branch, OCMH, began
the editing of The Outcome, evincing the same high professionalism and
devotion that marked her contributions to both predecessor volumes of the
Signal Corps subseries. Although she had not completed her work when she
died suddenly in January 1962, the guidelines she had laid down enabled
her colleagues to carry the job through. Special thanks are extended to the
photographic editor, Ruth Alexandra Phillips, who selected the illustra-
tions. The authors alone, however, are responsible for interpretations made
and conclusions drawn in the volume and for any errors of omission or
commission.

Washington, D.C. GEORGE RAYNOR THOMPSON
1 July 1964 DIXIE R. HARRIS
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CHAPTER 1

Looking Toward the Theaters of Combat

By the middle of 1943 the United
States was heavily involved in total war.
The civilian population had become ac-
customed to a changed mode of life. All
were by now familiar with job freezes,
bond drives, security restrictions, travel
congestion, and interminable waits in
long queues to obtain rationing stamps
or to expend them for the commodities
needed daily, so essential yet now so
scarce. At many points the means and
purposes of everyday commerce and civil-
ian manufacture had become identical
with those of the armed forces. The sec-
ond great world war of the twentieth
century was far from concluded, though
nearing the end of its fourth year. For
the United States, many months of un-
easy isolation and tentative intervention
before Pearl Harbor had terminated in
a sudden plunge over the brink. The
nation had experienced in its first eigh-
teen months of war a brief period of con-
fused impotence, a slightly longer period
of desperate defeats, a slow growth of
confidence, then a concentration upon
offensives and a demonstration of the
capacity to win. In mid-1948 the war was
being carried to the enemy.

Japan, by many the most hated, still
remained, despite losses at Midway and
in the south and southwest Pacific, a suc-
cessful conqueror in large regions of Asia,
Indonesia, and Oceania. Germany, the
strongest and by many others the most

hated, had lost heavily in Africa and had
withdrawn. Though also ‘continuing to
lose ground in the Soviet Union, the Ger-
mans stubbornly resisted the Russians
and remained a formidable foe. Strategy
on the Allied western front was being
directed against the weakest of the tri-
une enemy, Italy, which, having lost its
possessions in Africa, was soon to lose
Sicily and be forced into a surrender.
Against Italy, a large Allied logistical
build-up was being prepared, first against
Sicily, followed by landings at Salerno
and Anzio and drives up the ltalian main-
land. A second, more powerful build-up
was to be aimed at captive France. This
build-up was of the most various, com-
prehensive, and exhaustive sort. By it-
self alone, it demanded enough to strain
the hearts of millions.

Such was the view of the war in mid-
1943 as seen from the zone of interior,
where the supplies were being assembled
and additional troops marshaled for
movement to the theaters. It was a war
deeply joined, but far from concluded.
It was a balance in which the weight of
American matériel and men must tip in
favor of the Allies. To this end all the
planning, training, and supplying agen-
cies of the Allies were engaged. Among
them the U.S. Army Signal Corps stood
at its maximum of numbers and respon-
sibilities. Nearly 26,000 officers and 290,-
ooo enlisted men wore the crossed flag
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insignia of the Signal Corps. More than
60,000 civilians worked in Signal Corps
offices and installations.! The budget at
this time totaled five billion dollars. The
entire Army-Navy budget stood at a hun-
dred billion. In other words, of each
dollar used from this vast sum, the Signal
Corps spent a nickel? To convert this
money into trained troops fully equipped
to carry out signal assignments and to
support these troops in the theaters of
combat was a task that faced the incom-
ing Chief Signal Officer, Maj. Gen.
Harry C. Ingles.

Signal Corps Organization and Status,
Mid-1943

General Ingles and His Team

The abrupt change of leadership by
which General Ingles replaced Maj. Gen.
Dawson Olmstead in June 1943 brought
about a number of changes in the Signal
Corps structure.? General Ingles was an
able and experienced officer, generally
regarded particularly competent as a
“staff man.” After his graduation from
the United States Military Academy in

(1) As of go June 1943, the exact figures accord-
ing to The Adjutant General’s Office were 25,874
commissioned officers and 288,159 enlisted men. Not
included in this compilation are warrant officers and
Waacs with Signal Corps installations. TAG,
Strength of the Army (STM-—g0), 3o Jun 43. (2)
Civilian Personnel, 16 Jan 53, prepared by Amanda
Tichenor, in Theodore Whiting, Statistics, Table
CP-4. Draft MS in OCMH files.

* Proceedings of Board to Investigate Communica-
tions, Tab P, p. 11, Testimony of Maj Gen Dawson
Olmstead. AG 311 (5-10—48) (1) Bulky Pkg, Army
RG 207.03 Job Aso-55.

*For an account of the change and underlying
reasons, see George Raynor Thompson, Dixie R.
Harris, Pauline M. Oakes, and Dulany Terrett, The
Signal Corps: [The Test| (December 1941 to July
1943), UNITED STATES ARMY IN WORLD WAR
II (Washington, 1957), pp. s60ff.

GeNERAL CODE

1914 ( a classmate of Lt. Gen. Brehon B.
Somervell, under whom he would now
serve), his Army assignments had given
him a wide variety of field and staff ex-
periences. He had served in a number of
important Signal Corps assignments—as
a department director at the Signal Corps
School, as a member of the Signal Corps
Board, as a battalion commander, as di-
vision signal officer in the Philippines.
In a broader area, he had spent four years
on the War Department General Staft
(G-3) and another four as an instructor
at the Command and General Staff
School. In Panama in 1941—42 he served
Lt. Gen. Frank M. Andrews as Chief of
Staff, Caribbean Defense Command, and
in early 1943 he became Deputy Com-
mander, United States Forces in Europe.*

*(1) Biographical Sketch, Who's Who in the Sig-

nal Corps. SigC Hist Sec file, (2) The New CSigO,
SigC Tech Info Ltr 20 (Jul 43), p. 5.



As Assistant Chief Signal Officer, Maj.
Gen. James A. Code, Jr., the only high-
ranking Signal Corps officer to serve con-
tinuously in the same position through-
out the war, provided the continuity
important to policy matters and admin-
istration.® One of the Signal Corps’ out-
standing younger officers, Code had been
ordered to Washington from the field
in 1941 at the insistence of the General
Staff, at a time when the Army’s high
command was-something less than satis-
fied with the Signal Corps’ performance.
General Code was responsible for many
of the administrative innovations that
had sparked the Signal Corps’ successful
struggle to cope with the exigencies of
war. For example, he shaped up the
Signal Corps Control Division, which
was established in late 1941. Later, the
other technical services and the Army
Service Forces (ASF) headquarters or-
ganized similar control divisions.® Code

8 Code’s title was Deputy Chief Signal Officer un-
til December 1942, when he became the Assistant
Chief Signal Officer and Col. Carroll O. Bickelhaupt
was named Deputy Chief Signal Officer. In June
1943 the position of Deputy Chief Signal Officer was
abolished. See SigC Administrative Log, 1939—45.
OCSigO Orgn Chart 16-a, go Mar 42, thru Chart 26,
12 Jul 43. SigC Hist Sec file.

¢(1) Dr. Courtney R. Hall, Staff Functions and
Staff Agencies, Office of the Chief Signal Officer
(1945), and The Development of the Office of the
Chief Signal Officer, 1917-15 August 1945 (1945),
SigC Hist Monographs D-3 and D-1, pp. 14—42 and
116-17, 150, respectively. SigC Hist Sec file. (2)
CSigO, Annual Report, Fiscal Year 1g42, p. 81. (3)
Dulany Terrett, The Signal Corps: The Emergency
(To December 1941), UNITED STATES ARMY IN
WORLD WAR II (Washington, 1956),[p. 297] For
Code’s own account of the Control Division, see
“Organization,” Radio News, vol. g1, No. 2 (Feb-
ruary, 1944), an issue devoted entirely to the Signal
Corps, p. go.

In June 1942 ASF was called the Services of
Supply. The Services of Supply became ASF in
March 1943. In this volume the designation ASF is
used throughout.

THE SIGNAL CORPS

GeNERAL COLTON

also inaugurated the Office of the Chief
Signal Officer (OCSigO) expediting sec-
tion, which had labored valiantly to
boost production in 1942, and the patent
section, which had broken the patent
license bottleneck obstructing electronic
production.” During Ingles’ tenure, as
during Olmstead’s, Code continued to
exert a great deal of behind-the-scenes
influence.

General Ingles exercised the preroga-
tive of an incoming chief and reorganized
his office, streamlining it along functional
lines. It was time for modifications. The
extreme pressures of the first eighteen
months of war had brought many new
duties to the Signal Corps. To handle
each new function, a new section or
branch had been grafted onto the parent

"(1) Hall, Dev of OCSigO, p. 140. {2) CSigO,
Annual Rpt, FY 43, p. 397-
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organization. That organization by mid-
1943 had sprouted so many offshoots
that they overburdened the main forked
trunk, namely, since September 1942, the
Signal Supply Services and the Signal
Operating Services. Two of the Signal
Corps’ ablest specialist officers, Maj. Gen.
Roger B. Colton and Brig. Gen. Frank
E. Stoner, headed the Signal Supply Serv-
ices and Signal Operating Services,
respectively.® Colton was an experienced
officer who had specialized in electronics
engineering and research. Stoner was a
communications system specialist. But
each of the two structures had spread too
far to function with complete efficiency.
The Signal Supply Services embraced not
only all the divisions handling the entire
field of supply—requirements, facilities,
procurement, production, distribution,
inspection, stock control, international
aid, and so on—but also research, de-
velopment, engineering, and mainte-
nance activities. The Signal Operating
Services was equally diversified. Its re-
sponsibilities included the great Army
Command and Administrative Network
(ACAN) communications system as well
as activities relating to signal security
and to military training and organiza-
tion, but not civilian personnel and
training matters. These last were at-
tached to the Executive Office.?

General Ingles drew a sharp line be-
tween staff and operating functions. One
of his first concerns became the forma-
tion of a true staff division. The Direc-
torate of Planning, a small section
attached to the Executive Office, had per-

®C8ig0, Annual Rpt, FY 43, pp. 20ff.

°8igC Admin Log, 19389~45, OCSigO Orgn Chart
18, 30 Sep 48, and Chart 25, 1 Jun 43. For defini-
tion of ACAN and discussion of the wartime ACAN

system, see below

formed some of this work, but much of
it had been carried on by branches at the
operating level. On g July 1943, Ingles
consolidated these branches with the Of-
fice of the Planning Director to form the
Operations Division.!* Eventually this di-
vision contained seven branches: Thea-
ters, Intelligence, Logistics Planning,
Communication Coordination, Opera-
tional Research, Communications Liai-
son, and Special Planning. It was
redesignated the Plans and Operations
Division.!* For the rest of the war, this
division acted as the OCSigO general
headquarters staff, handling all the plan-
ning and co-ordination concerned with
tactical and strategic matters. Two other
staff sections that had been attached to
the Executive Office became full-fledged
staff units—the Legal Division and the
Fiscal Division.?

Late in 1942, General Olmstead had
created the Operational Research Group
composed of civilian scientific personnel
headed by Dr. William L. Everitt of
Ohio State University. Everitt was a dis-
tinguished electrical engineer, a former
president of the Institute of Radio Engi-
neering, and had also taught at Cornell
University, the University of Michigan,
and Ohio State University.”* As principal
scientific adviser to the Chief Signal Of-
ficer, Dr. Everitt contributed studies and
suggested new applications and methods
of approach on many important subjects,
particularly in the field of radar. By late

®Code had proposed this solution eighteen
months earlier. See Memo, DCSigO to CSigO, 23
Mar 42. EO DCSigO file.

2 CSig0, Annual Rpt, FY 44, pp. B4-8s.

¥ (1) S$igC Admin Log, 1939-45, OCSigO Orgn
Chart 25, p. 85, and Chart 27, p. 94. (2) CSigO,
Annual Rpt, FY 44, pp. 21-23.

1 Hall, Staff Functions and Staff Agencies of
0CSig0, pp- g:ff.
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the Signal Corps was happy to have a
man of such wide supply and procure-
ment experience, and of national pres-
tige.

Harrison’s newly organized Procure-
ment and Distribution (P&D) Service at
first consisted of 2 divisions and 7
branches, but soon its growth over-
shadowed the other Signal Corps serv-
ices. By May 1944, it comprised 4
divisions — Requirements, Production,
Procurement, Distribution —and 16
branches. Its staff responsibility extended
over an impressive array of field agen-
cies: g procurement districts and 2 pro-
curement offices; 14 depots; the Storage
and Issue Agency; the Inspection Agency
and 5 associated inspection zones; the
Stock Numbering Agency and 3 branch
offices; 5 production field offices; 2 price
adjustment offices; and the Cost Analysis
Agency and its g field offices.?*

On taking over the P&D Service, Har-
rison warned Ingles not to expect satis-
factory operations for at least ninety
days.2® He spent his first few weeks prob-
ing for weaknesses in the Signal Corps
supply structure. He conferred repeat-
edly with his staffs, studied charts and
graphs, and then set out on visits to the
most important field agencies as well as
to the nineteen principal manufacturers
who produced 6o percent of all Signal
Corps items of equipment. Harrison
found a number of things that needed
attention: a growing shortage of labor;

*8igC Admin Log, 1939—¢5, OCSigO Orgn Chart
30, 14 May 44.

% Memo, Harrison for Ingles, 1 Sep 43, sub:
P&D Sv. SigC DS (Harrison) Orgn P&D Sv. This
subject file is one of more than one hundred per-
sonal file folders maintained by Harrison, not
Dewey-decimal numbered. Hereafter referred to as
SigC DS (Harrison) with file subject cited.

THE SIGNAL CORPS

ineffectual production follow-up and
service to contractors; and a “distressing
situation” in records, which prevented
an accurate measure of the volume of
procurement needs. He planned further
decentralization of operations, and espe-
cially hoped to develop better yardsticks
to measure performance and results.?

During the summer of 1943 the busi-
ness of procuring, storing, packing, is-
suing, shipping, maintaining, repairing,
and replacing signal equipment occupied
the- largest place in the Signal Corps
schedule. Thousands were engaged in it,
both at home and abroad, as civilians
and as soldiers, An axis extending be-
tween Washington and Philadelphia con-
tained most of the administrative supply
bureaus of the Corps. Upon this axis
turned most of the operating elements
in signal supply. Thus an electronic sup-
ply realm was created in which each
organizational element took its place and
lent its energy toward the total global
effort.

The effort was twofold. Primarily, as
the period of America’s active participa-
tion in the European invasion drew near,
it was directed toward amassing literally
mountains of signal equipment and

# (1) Memo, CG Chicago Sig Depot for Ingles,
24 Jul 48, no sub. (2) Memo, Harrison for Ingles,
13 Aug 43, sub: SNA. (g) OCSigO R&W Action 3,
ACSigO to Chief P&D Sv, 7 Sep 48, sub: Proposed
Change in Orgn, and Incl 1, Memo, Harrison for
Ingles, 7 Sep 48, sub: P&D Sv, Rqmts Br. (4)
Memo, Contl Div OCSigO for CSigQ, 22 Sep 43,
sub: Co-ordination of Cost Analysis Activities With
Those of Price Adjustment, Contract Renegotia-
tion, Price Analysis, and Price Policy Cmte. (5)
Memo, Chief P&D Sv for CO's Proc Dists, Dirs of
Inspec Agency, and Divs of P&D Sv, § Apr 44, sub;
Establishment of SigC Prod Fld Ofs. (6) Incl 1,
Statement of Orgn of OCSigO, par. 10, P&D Sv,
with Memo, CSigO for Dirs of Staft Divs, et al, 1
Jan 44, sub: Functional Responsibilities. All in
SigC DS (Harrison) Orgn P&D Sv.
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getting the items into the hands of
troops. This was supply in terms of quan-
tity. A secondary but very vigorous effort
could be expressed in terms of quality.
It was concentrated on ways of improving
existing procedures—for example, better
marking methods for easier identifica-
tion of package contents; increased
mechanization in warehousing for faster
movement of supplies; elimination of
unnecessary paperwork in requisition-
ing; and improvement in methods of
forecasting deliveries. In matters of con-
tracting, every attempt was being made
to assure that spare parts, maintenance
supplies, power supplies, and instruction
literature were all delivered at the same
time as the primary equipment. These
efforts were closely tied to the research
and development emphasis on standard-
ization and maintenance.

Research and Development
Oriented Toward Immediate
Theater Needs

Before mid-1943 research, in advance
of the other activities under the Signal
Corps, had reached and passed the point
of trial, most notably in the case of mo-
bile ground radar and of mobile FM
(frequency modulation) radio. Research
must always precede the test product,
and development must attend the tests
of the product before standardization,
contracting, and mass supply begin. Re-
search and development were therefore
the most remote of the Signal Corps’
principal tasks. Operations were the most
immediate. Operations took the Corps
into World War II at every moment of
the day; success or failure became in-
stantly apparent. Supply paid off almost
as directly. In training, the separation

from the test of battle was much longer.
In research and development, the dis-
tance became so great that for the work
to be of value, the researchers had to
anticipate the course of events by years.
To some extent the scientific efforts of
the belligerents continued to be bent
upon a war two, three, or ten years in the
future. To a greater extent engineering
was now tied to the immediacies of field
reports.

What if the enemy’s scientists were
ahead? This was the question that drove
researchers to close every gap possible
and shorten the lapse of time between
the blueprint and the battlefield.?” Sup-
pose that all enemy equipment was as
good as the best that had been captured
in North Africa. Suppose, even more
alarmingly, that, inasmuch as Africa was
an outlying theater, an Allied attack
upon the European mainland would
bring out unheard-of equipment, long
since perfected and held in reserve. The
Wuerzburg radar was a better gun direc-
tor than any radar the Allies possessed
in the field in 1943.2* There were dis-
turbing rumors of superweapons, of
rocket bombs. Current development,
therefore, had to reach the field in half
the time, or a tenth the time once
thought necessary. Thus midway in the
war, at a point that still was only the
opening stage of an intense campaign,
research and development activity simul-

# CSig0O, Annual Rpt, FY 44, pp. 188ff, 208.

®The Germans had possessed the Wuerzburg,
Flakmessgerat 3g9-T, since 1940. Radiating on me-
dium-length waves at about 500 megacycles, it was
accurate to a degree not surpassed until the Amer-
icans used the SCR-384 to direct antiaircraft guns
at Anzio early in 1944. (1) “German Radar,"
Radar (May, 1944), p. 6. SigC Hist Sec file. (2)
James P. Baxter gd, Scientists Against Time (Bos-
ton: Little, Brown and Company, 1946), p. 145.
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taneously reflected the past, the present,
and the future.

Upon which, present or future, should
the laboratories now place the more
stress? Should they divert the bulk of
their time into long-term developments
or into improvements for immediate
application? These questions the ASF
settled soon after General Ingles came
to the helm and the build-up for the
invasion of Normandy began: empha-
size what is needed now, or in the next
tew months. There was even consider-
able reduction in laboratory personnel,
at ASF orders, during the summer of
1943. Then, in December, General Col-
ton ordered all the laboratories to con-
centrate on practical matters that would
help the troops in the field directly. He
pointed the efforts of both the Signal
Corps Aircraft Signal Agency (SCASA),
at Dayton, Ohio, and the Signal Corps
Ground Signal Agency (SCGSA), at
Fort Monmouth, New Jersey, toward the
support of major military actions that
he knew would come in the European
theater within six months. He listed, in
order of importance, procurement and
issue control lists, maintenance lists, and
maintenance equipment. These he fol-
lowed with additional matters of main-
tenance and instruction, which had to
be stressed and accomplished with dis-
patch, even if it meant taking engineers
off research jobs. Moisture-proofing tech-
niques would have to be improved.
Depot instructions would have to be
compiled and issued, as would technical
bulletins and informational material of
all kinds pertaining to Signal Corps
equipment. The laboratories turned
their men toward the heavy practical
program, which was intended to lend all
possible support to the operations of

THE SIGNAIL CORPS

GENERAL MATEJKA

Signal Corps men and equipment on the
fields of combat. The program had to be
completed by the winter of 1944.2°

The Peak of Training

General Ingles’ creation of the Per-
sonnel and Training Service followed the
pattern of the ASF headquarters in con-
solidating all military and civilian per-
sonnel functions under one unit.®® The
chief of the new service was Brig. Gen.
Jerry V. Matejka, just returned from the
North African Theater of Operations,
United States Army (NATOUSA),
where he had been the chief signal
officer at Allied Force Headquarters

# Ltrs, Colton, Chief E&T Sv, to CO SCGSA, 18
Dec 43, and to CO SCASA, 18 Dec 43, sub: Rev

Work Prog. SigC 413.44 Gen 15 (RB-2135). For
further details, see below,| pp. 4271

= CSig0, Annual Rpt, FY 44, pP. 455-
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(AFHQ) since September 1942. Before
that he had served the Signal Corps
cause effectively in the European thea-
ter, first as a special observer beginning
in 1940, and then on the staff of the suc-
cessor organizations, Special Observer
Group (SPOBS), United States Army
Forces in the British Isles, and the Euro-
pean Theater of Operations, United
States Army (ETOUSA) 3

Matejka took control of the Signal
Corps training activities at their peak.
By the summer of 1948 Signal Corps
training was reasonably well synchro-
nized with the intake of men and the
overseas demands. Month after month,
thousands of newly drafted men, tech-
nician students, specialist students, offi-
cer candidates, and officers went into the
mill unfamiliar with Signal intricacies
and came out knowledgeable and ready
for duty. It was another version of sup-
ply. From beginning to end the school
process tried to achieve the most effici-
ent standardized products in specialized
categories of a wide variety.

Specialist training activity reached its
highest point in the summer of 1943. On
40 June some 47,000 Signal Corps sol-
diers were enrolled in Signal Corps
training installations, plus 10,000 Army
Air Forces (AAF) students and another
10,000 from the other arms and serv-
ices.?? An all-time peak enrollment in the
Officers School (officers studying ad-
vanced communications subjects) came
at the end of July, when 2,817 students
were enrolled.?® The officer candidate

* See account of Matejka and the Signal Section,
AFHQ, in Thompson, Harris, et al., The Test, pp.
63T

" CSig0, Annual Rpt, FY 44, p. 472.

# Capt Frederick Reinstein, Study of Signal Corps
Officer Schooling, 1939-44 (1944), SigC Hist Mono-
graph C—, geff. SigC Hist Sec file.

school, on the other hand, reached its
peak enrollment some months earlier, in
1942, and thereafter showed a steady
decline.?*

During the fiscal year that ended 3o
June 1943, 16,087 officers had completed
Signal courses and 134,459 enlisted men
had gone through the various schools, as
follows:

Type Number
Service schools .... ... oo 46441
Replacement training centers .. .. 44,363
Unit training centers ............ 10,301
Supply depots ............ ... ..., 2,626

Civilian schools ......... ...... .. 28,863
Other institutions

Not only were Signal Corps men
trained in these institutions, but between
1942 and 1944 a large number of men
from the other arms and services re-
ceived communications instruction. Such
students numbered in all about 45,000,
of whom some 14,000 went through the
Signal Corps replacement training cen-
ters, 2,100 officers and g3,000 enlisted
men completed courses in Signal Corps
schools, and about 1,050 officers and
25,000 enlisted men studied in civilian
schools teaching Signal Corps courses.

In mid-1944 Signal Corps replacement
training centers and specialists’ schools
were in operation at Fort Monmouth,
New Jersey; Camp Crowder, Missouri;
and Camp Kohler, California. Camp
Crowder also housed a unit training
center. Radar training was concentrated
at the Southern Signal Corps School,

% Capt Frederick Reinstein, Training Study of
the Signal Corps Officers’ Candidaté School
(1944) ., SigC Hist Monograph C-6, app. A, Tab
D, OCS Enrollment and Graduates by Months, Jul
41-Jun 44. SigC Hist Sec file.
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Camp Murphy, Florida, and photo-
graphic training at the Signal Corps
Photographic Center at lLong Island
City, New York. Signal Corps depots
were conducting supply courses; Signal
Corps officers were enrolled in advanced
radar courses at Harvard University and
the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy (MIT); cryptographic training was
going on at Arlington Hall and at Vint
Hill Farms Station in Virginia; and
courses at scores of vocational and
plant schools and colleges through-
out the United States and in
British military schools in the United
Kingdom were preparing Signal Corps
officers and enlisted men for their varied
military communications missions.3
The production of phenomenal com-
munications devices, new tactical doc-
trines, and combat experience exerted
strong influence on school courses. Em-
phasis shifted from individual instruc-
tion to teamwork for both enlisted men
and officers. The requirements for offi-
cers, as well as for enlisted specialists,
were changing from the earlier patterns.
In the summer of 1943 officer cadres for
division signal companies, in high
demand in the earlier months of the
war, were a drug on the market. The
Army Ground Forces (AGF), over-
strength, began to use their own officers
to staff divisions and no longer looked to
the Signal Corps for cadres® On the

= For an account of training facilities and activi-

ties from go June 1943 to the end of the war, see
below, [pp. 504, |

% (1) R&W Action 1, Lt Col Duncan Hodges,
Mil Pers Br OCSigO, to Mil Tng Br, 17 Jun 43,
sub: Off Cadre Pers. SigC 352 Ft. Monmouth 3,
May-Jul 43. (2) Ltr, CSigO to Comdt ESCS Ft.
Monmouth, 25 Jun 43, sub: Discontinuance of Off
Cadre Pers Tng. SigC 353 Ft. Monmouth 2 (RTC),
Jun-Jul 43.
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other hand, officers for supply assign-
ments were needed badly, for mounting
production was filling the depots and
warehouses in the theaters faster than
the meager supply staffs could handle
the stock. A supply course scheduled to
begin at Fort Monmouth on 1 July 1943
had to be deferred almost a month be-
cause the prospective students were hur-
ried off to Europe, without benefit of
training, to fill urgent supply needs.?

Notwithstanding faults still inherent
in the rigidity of a Signal Corps troop
structure that demanded flexibility, and
despite the difficulty of laying down
stable school plans in a fluid situation,
all training agencies were making prog-
ress in intensive instruction on a broad-
ening scale. The necessity of providing
large numbers of Signal Corps men for
duty with the Army Air Forces created
by itself more diversity of training than
had existed altogether at the outset of
war. For a time the disparate Army Air
Forces and the Signal Corps, with inter-
ests as opposite as they were identical,
collaborated in training for a new cir-
cumstance of war. For the new Aircraft
Warning Service (AWS), for example,
the Signal Corps trained AAF men and
the AAF trained Signal Corps men.%®

Increasingly, through 1943 and into
1944, all training policy was shaped
W Action 1, Maj James A. Wadsworth,
Sig Sup Sv to Mil Tng Br, 24 Jun 43, sub: Tng
Sig SupO’s for Overseas Assignment. (2) Ltr, Col
Louis Cansler, Actg Dir Sig Troops Div, Offs
Advanced Prog. Both in SigC 353, Ft. Monmouth
2 (RTC), Jun-Jul 43.

#® The Signal Corps School at Camp Murphy
devoted itself to individual training of radarmen
for the AAF. The AAF’s three signal aviation unit
training centers at Drew Field, Tampa, Florida,
Pinedale, California, and Langley Field, Virginia,
were established in co-operation with the Signal

Corps to prepare Signal Corps units for field serv-
ice with the AAF.
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toward readying as many men as possible
for shipment overseas as quickly as possi-
ble.3® Many moved out from eastern
ports toward Sicily and points in Italy.
Almost as many were funneled into the
build-up for the invasion of Normandy.
To meet European demands, many men
were being brought back from the
Alaskan Department and the Northwest
Service Command, by this time a mili-
tary backwater.* In the sprawling Pacific
areas other Signal Corps men were thinly
strewn.

The field of combat on which Signal
Corps manpower and training plans met
their test was as diverse as it was exten-
sive. Fach area taught new lessons,
proved or exploded old theories.

The Signal Corps Mission
in the Theater of Operations

Duties and Doctrine

The Signal Corps, like the other tech-
nical services, served the Army in a
special way. The commodity it handled
is less obvious than food or clothing, less
spectacular than bridge building, and
less gratefully received than medical
care. Modern communications involve
for the most part electronic means. Elec-
tronic phenomena are generally not
visible; to many they are mysterious and
yet to all they are so familiar as to be

®For a general discussion of training of non-
divisional units 1942—45, see Robert R. Palmer,
Bell 1. Wiley, and William R. Keast, The Procure-
ment and Training of Ground Combat Troops,
UNITED STATES ARMY IN WORLD WAR II
(Washington, 1948), pp. 49g-560.

“Memo, Maj Sidney Shelley, O/C Unit Tng
Sec Mil Tng Br, for file, 22 Jan 44, sub: Pers
Required for Unit Activations. SigC 353 Gen MT-

269.

taken for granted. Thus communications
are seldom mentioned in official dis-
patches or noted in historians’ accounts
unless they fail. It is the absence of good
communications rather than their pres-
ence that makes news.*

As the Army’s communications agency,
the Signal Corps had specific duties in
the field. Spelled out by regulations (as
of 1948), these duties included the
installation, maintenance, and operation
of all signal communications within
armies; within army, armored, and cav-
alry corps; and within infantry, cavalry,
motorized, and armored divisions. They
included provision of the communica-
tions required at the headquarters of
each of these units for their respective
army, corps, and division troops and
installations, and for communicating
with the next lower and adjacent head-
quarters.*2

The principles of signal operations in
the field were not new. They followed
well-established signal doctrine, as it had
been practiced in the United States

4 Maj. Gen. Horace H. Fuller, the commander
of the 41st Division in SWPA, told Lt. Col. Irwin
C. Stoll, the division signal officer, “The chief of
staff and myself have a limited knowledge of Sig-
nal Corps equipment. . . . When the signal com-
munications function properly, as we expect they
will, expect no praise, but should they fail, expect
plenty of hell.”

Lt Col Irwin C. Stoll, Div SigO 413t Div, A
Chronological History of Signal Corps Operations
of the Sunset Division in the Southwest Pacific
Theater of War, p. 2. SCIA file 71 Stoll Rpts.
This is one of a group of miscellaneous folders
from Plans and Operations Branch, Office of the
Chief Signal Officer, containing intelligence re-
ports, observers’ reporits, and other important
documents, which were turned over to the Signal
Corps Intelligence Agency (SCIA) after World
War II. (See Note, below.)

“ AR 105-15, Field Signal Communication, 1
Aug 42 and Change 2, 11 Jun 43.
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Army for many years.** Nevertheless, the
application of these principles to the
sort of warfare that was being waged in
this most nearly global of all wars
demanded the creation of many new
techniques. In a number of aspects, this
war differed from any other in which the
Signal Corps had participated. World
War 1, for example, had been a conflict
involving static situations—trench war-
fare—where wire lines and telephones
served as the primary means of commu-
nication. There had been no invasions
of enemy-held coast lines. There had
been but one overseas theater for the
U.S. Army in World War I—France.
There the Signal Corps, American Ex-
peditionary Forces, had received a single
primary mission—the transmission of
communications from the rear and all
the way to the front. This mission en-
tailed two classes of duties. They were
the construction, operation, and main-
tenance of the general system of com-
munications—that is, the network of lines
wherever U.S. units were located—and
communication by all possible means
between and within the units in com-
bat.#* The Signal Corps in World War I
controlled all combat communications,
except those for the field artillery. That
was a long step from the headquarters
signal needs of the Army in the Civil
War, when the Corps came into being.
In World War I it was thought at
first that an infantry division could be
served by a field signal battalion of 3
companies (wire, radio, and outpost),

“8ee FM 24-5, 19 Oct 42, the basic manual on
signal communication, and pertinent manuals in
the “11,” or Signal Corps series.

“ (1) Col C. F. Martin, Hist Sec, Army War
College, Signal Communications in World War I,
Aug 42, p. 2. 8igC Hist Sec file. (2) Terrett, The

Emergency, pp. B
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each numbering 75 men. When it was
found that a single infantry regiment
needed a 66-man signal platoon, the
total number of men for the signal out-
post company was increased from 75 to
280. This increase provided a signal pla-
toon of an officer and 65 signal soldiers
for assignment to each regiment of infan-
try. This was for trench warfare condi-
tions. Fewer, it was thought, would be
needed for open warfare. The exact
opposite proved to be the case. “The
increase of the outpost company was the
first expression of the needs of the Amer-
ican forces for more signal communica-
tions.” 48

Shorn of its control over combat
signals by the reorganization of the
Army in 1920, the Signal Corps none-
theless continued during the postwar
years to disagree with the general trend
of high-level War Department thinking
on the question of the extent of signal
communications the Army needed.
More, much more, would be needed,
the Signal Corps was convinced, in any
future war. And so it proved. The pres-
sure for more signal communications
grew intense as World War II pro-
gressed. The pressure came from War
Department headquarters, from head-
quarters in every theater, from every
lesser headquarters down the chain of
command, from every airplane pilot and
tank commander, and finally from every
patrol and platoon demanding its port-
able wire or radio equipment.

In the years between the two world

% (1) Rpt of Col Parker Hitt, SigO First Army

AEF, contained in CS8igO, Annual Rpt, 1919, p.
359-60. (2) Martin, Sig Com in World War I,
PP- 9-10. (8) Historical Sketch of the Signal
Corps (1860-1941), Eastern SigC Schs Pamphlet
g2 (Ft. Monmouth, 1942), p. 8s.
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wars, maneuvers had served in a limited
way as testing grounds for new theories,
new types of equipment, and new troop
organizations. But no maneuver, how-
ever brilliantly conceived and executed,
could substitute for the unlimited expe-
rience gained in actual battle. By mid-
1943, the Signal Corps was confirming
and perfecting in battle signal communi-
cations techniques that were applicable
to the changed conditions of a complex,
fast-moving, highly technological war.
And although control of combat commu-
nications was no longer a part of the Sig-
nal Corps mission as it had been in
World War 1, the Signal Corps still
provided signal doctrine and signal
equipment down to every last army
communicator.

To fulfill their mission, Signal Corps
radiomen and wiremen built networks
of wire lines and radio circuits over
continents and oceans to reach the thea-
ters of war. In the theaters they wove
these vital nets over beaches, mountains,
rivers, and plains so as to serve the troops
in combat. The Signal Corps’ statutory
mission was twofold: as a service and as
a combat anmn, a distinction shared only
by the Corps of Engineers.*®

The signal organizations followed no
standard pattern in the various theaters
of war in World War II. This was to be
expected, for there was in fact no such
thing as a “standard” theater. In a thea-
ter such as Europe, with its large land
masses, extensive road nets, numerous
airfields, and commercial means of com-
munications, the theater signal officer

“ Congress first officially recognized the Signal
Corps’ status as a combat arm by Section 2, Act
of June 4, 1920 (41 Statutes 759), popularly known

as the Allison or National Defense Act, Military
Laws of the United States (annotated), 1939,

pages 26, 45.

could take maximum advantage of exist-
ing and newly constructed long-line tele-
phone and telegraph communications
with all their ramifications. The Pacific
theater, on the other hand, was charac-

. terized generally by large water areas

and comparatively small land areas.
Long-line wire circuits were almost non-
existent; radio circuits of all types had to
be used to the maximum. In addition,
large-scale joint operations with naval
and air commanders were the order of
the day.*”

Thus no single type of signal organi-
zation could be made to fit all possible
theater situations. Flexibility remained
the basic doctrine in good signal plan-
ning and operation. In order to grasp
what the Signal Corps did in the theaters
and to measure its degree of success in
accomplishing its mission, one must first
comprehend the general principles that
governed all World War II theater signal
organizations.

Signal Officers in a Theater
of Operations

On the staff of every higher combat
organization—theater, army group, army,
corps, division—a signal officer served
with Signal Corps troops under his oper-

“Maj Mandel N. Goldstein, A Type Theater
Signal Office (Pacific), 1948, Sig Sch Monograph,
p- 1. The Sig Sch Libr, Ft. Monmouth. (For a
discussion of the Signal School monographs, see
[Bibliographical Notej See also among these mono-
graphs, Maj Ralph W. Bergman, Planning and
Policy Making (At Theater Signal Section), 1950;
Maj Albert Redman, Jr., Signal Communications
Within a Theater of Operations, 1953; Capt
Collins L. Cochran, Signal Planning at the Theater
Level, 1950; Maj Forrest V. Diehl, Theater Chief
Signal Officers Communication Responsibilities,
1948; Capt Samuel M. Beem, Organization and
Responsibilities of the Headquarters Signal Offi-
cer in the Combined Headquarters. 1g50.
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ational control. The duties of these offi-
cers were essentially the same, varying
only in degree of responsibility according
to the size of the organization they served
and its peculiarities of mission, location,
or structure.

As a staff officer, the signal officer
headed a special staff section, the signal
section. He provided the commander and
his staff members with information and
technical advice concerning the condi-
tion, capabilities, and requirements of
communications. He submitted his esti-
mates and plans drawn up to support
military operations directly to the com-
mander or his chief of staff. And as the
commander, so far as training and tac-
tical employment of all Signal Corps
troops assigned to serve his headquarters
were concerned, he implemented his
plans. Thus he served in a dual capacity
—-as a staff officer and as a commander of
troops. The two functions, though
lodged in the same individual, were
separate and distinct. Furthermore, his
command function was dual (oper-
ations and supply).** The more
clearly the commander realized the
distinctions and dualities of the
Signal Corps mission, the less he
subordinated his signal officer to report-
ing through a single staff section such as
G—4 instead of directly to him or his
chief of staff, and the more efficient his
signal operation became. In some World

“ (1) Report of Proceedings of War Department
Board of Officers to Review the Signal Communi-
cations Doctrine of the Army, 1947, Tab G, De-
tailed Discussion and Findings, p. 7. Often cited
in other publications as Reeder Report, copy in
SigC 676, The Sig Com Doctrine of the Army,
1947. (2) AFSC Lecture C-1, Employment of
Communications in the Army, Tab g, pt. II, p. 1.
SigC OP 352 AFSC Rpts, vol. 6, 1948-4g. (See
[Bibliographical Note) (3) Field Manuals cited
in n. 48, above.
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War II theaters the staff organizations
and procedures tended to hamper the
efficiency with which the signal officers
could discharge their duties; in others
the commanders granted their signal
officers the utmost authority.*®

To assist him, the signal officer had a
staff of Signal Corps officers trained in
various specialties—frequency experts,
radio experts, experts in wire, supply,
planning, administration, and the like.
Around these officers the signal section
or division was built and the organiza-
tion expanded. A typical theater signal
organization might include sections for
administration and personnel, supply,
training, photography, liaison, security
and intelligence, requirements, long
lines, traffic, and a headquarters signal
office. If such a theater signal organiza-
tion was a combined activity incorporat-
ing Allied personnel, as was the Signal
Division of Supreme Headquarters,
Allied Expeditionary Force (SHAEF),
additional sections might be required to
take care of special Allied needs and
complexities. For a smaller organization
the signal officer’s staff office was of
course much less elaborate.

The signal officer promulgated signal
policies and procedures as a part of the
over-all headquarters standing operating
procedures or, in many cases, as separate
signal documents. A signal communica-
tion SOP provided standard basic plans
and procedures to be followed in es-
tablishing the communications systems
essential to the control of all operations
of the army in the field. The signal

*® (1) USFET, Gen Bd Rpt, Study 112, Signal
Corps Personnel, Training, and Command and
Administrative Structure, pp. 14-16 and apps. 5

and 6. (Hereafter referred to as USFET Gen Bd
Rpt, with study number, title, and page cited)

(2) See below,
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officer also prepared signal operation
instructions and standing signal instruc-
tions, which were distributed to all army
components. The SOI’s contained tech-
nical information that was subject to
frequent change for security or other
reasons—call signs, radio frequencies,
authenticator codes, visual and sound
signals, and so on. The SSI's set forth
signal policy and provided technical
guidance to signal operating troops.*

Signal officers at all levels, beginning
at the theater level, issued these various
documents. At each echelon, they were
based on those received from the next
superior echelon, but modified to meet
the specific needs of the command. All
of them taken together constituted the
co-ordinating and integrating element of
signal communications that made it pos-
sible for a commander of thousands or
even millions of men to exercise control
over the operations of his troops
in World War II.

Relationships Between the Signal
Officer and the Commander

The position of the signal officer re-
sembled that of a general staff officer
much more closely than did that of
any other special staff officer.5! In a num-
ber of ways the relationship between
a commander and his signal officer was
unusual and close, especially in the field
of planning. That this should be so was
quite natural. In fact, it was essential.

% (1) FM 100-11, Jul 48, pp. 8¢ff. (2) MS Com-
ment, P&P Div OCSigO, Jul 59. (3) AFSC Lec-
ture C-1, Employment of Com in the Army, Tab
9, pt. I, pp. 2-3.

S Rpt of Proceedings of WD Bd of Officers to
Review the Sig Com Doctrine of the Army, 1947,
Tab G, p. 7.

Since the execution of command is
almost wholly dependent upon signal
communications, the control of troop
operations rested very heavily upon the
technical skill and professional integrity
of the signal officer. A commander that
recognized the value of his communica-
tions assigned a good signal officer and
trusted his judgment. The commander
could thus more easily decide such tac-
tical questions, for example, as whether
to leave communications behind, sacri-
ficing them temporarily for the sake of
a fast advance, or to delay the advance
until communications had been brought
up and made ready. “How can you
weigh the value of communications if
you don’t know their employment in
war?”’ a Navy officer queried an Armed
Forces Staff College audience in 1949,
seeking to emphasize that commanders
must improve their comprehension of
military communications. “Napoleon
once said he owed his success to being a
few minutes early,” this officer re-
counted. “Communications may be able
to give you those few minutes.” 52
General Ingles put the same idea in
different words. Communications, he
said, constituted the weapon placed in
the hands of the commander to accom-
plish his mission, just as a rifle placed
in the hands of an infantryman was the
weapon for the accomplishment of the
infantryman’s mission. ‘“We all think it
right and proper that the infantryman
should be well trained in the use of his
weapons,” said Ingles. “It is, therefore,
not at all unreasonable that we should
expect the commander and his staff to be

** AFSC Lecture C-2, Employment of Communi-

cations in the Navy, Tab 4, p. 8. SigC OP gs2
AFSC Rpts, vol. 6, 1948—49.
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trained in the use of their weapons.” 5

Another important decision which the
commander had to make involved tim-
ing. Communications at headquarters
needed to be installed and ready before
the commander made his moves. This
called for realization on his part that his
communications facilities were so im-
portant that if necessary he should wait
upon them. General Ingles illustrated
his point with an incident involving Lt.
Gen. Courtney H. Hodges, First Army
commander, and his signal officer, Col.
Grant A, Williams. ““A few months ago,”
said Ingles, ““I spent a couple of days at
his [Hodges'] headquarters . . . then
near Chauny . . . soon to move to Char-
leroi. . . . I asked General Hodges
when he expected to move to Charleroi.
He replied, ‘I do not know. I never move
anywhere until Williams tells me I
can.’ 54

Communications required the expen-
diture of considerable amounts of time,
manpower, and transportation. A com-
mander willing to recognize that fact
could have virtually anything he wanted
in the way of communications facilities.
But, “communications, contrary to the
apparent conception of some command-
ers and many staff officers, is not an item
of issue to be shipped by transport,
requisitioned on a Form 445, and issued
from depots.” %

®Gen Ingles, CSigO, Lecture Before Army-
Navy Staff College, 19 Mar 45. SigC Hist Sec file.

% Speaking of Navy practices in these matters,
General Ingles added in his lecturc, “I am in-
formed that Admiral Nimitz did not move his
headquarters from Pearl Harbor to Guam until
he was advised by his communications officer that
the communications system at Guam was estab-
lished.” Ingles, Lecture Before Army-Navy Staff
College, 19 Mar 45.

% Col. David P. Gibbs, “The Commanders Com-
munications,” The Army Combat Forces Journal,

THE SIGNAL CORPS
The Importance of Signal Planning

In no other field was the relationship
between the signal officer and the com-
mander closer than in the area of
planning. Planning constituted a large
part of the theater signal mission. “The
most important single function,” some
officers called it.%® Signal planning in-
volved more than determining how
many wire or radio circuits were needed
to provide communications among mil-
itary headquarters in a given area. Sig-
nal planning affected every member of
the general staff and many members of
the special staff. The concern of G-1 for
personnel matters, G-2 for intelligence
and signal communications security,
G-3 for operations and countermeas-
ures, and G—4 tor supply and admini-
stration all required a heavy expenditure
of signal communications planning. In
a combined operation other services and
Allied nations multiplied the need for
signal communications.®” The most de-

vol. 5, No. 7 (February, 1955), p. 48. Colonel
Gibbs (subsequently major general), son of Maj.
Gen. George S. Gibbs, who was the ninth Chief
Signal Officer of the U.S. Army, from 1928 to 1931,
was himself appointed as the twentieth Chief Sig-
nal Officer on 1 July 1963.

The twentieth Chief Signal Officer was also the
last. A reorganization, effective 1 March 1964,
eliminated the Signal Corps as a separate organiza-
tion of the Army, just as the Chemical, Ordnance,
and Quartermaster organizations had been removed
in extensive reorganizations two years earlier. Gen-
eral Gibbs become head of the Office of the Chief
of Communications-Electronics (OCCE), a staff
activity under the Deputy Chief of Staff for Opera-
tions. At the same time, the major task of operat-
ing Army strategic communications worldwide was
assigned to the U.S. Army Strategic Communica-
tions Command, a new field command (headed
by Maj. Gen Richard J. Meyer) directly under the
Army Chief of Staff.

% Goldstein, A Type Theater Sig Of (Pac), p. 8.

% Cochran, Sig Plng at the Theater Level, pp.

2-3.
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tailed instructions had to be issued.
There were of course the normal signal
problems of radio systems organization,
frequency allocation, wire systems or-
ganization, locations of installations,
siting of mutual interference devices,
cryptography, signal supply, and main-
tenance. Allied participation created
many other problems arising from varia-
tions in signal communication practices
and procedures among the signal services
of different nations and among the
different services of the same nation. All
had to be resolved since electronic phe-
nomena recognize no geographical
boundaries and yield allegiance to no
single jurisdiction.

In moments of frustration signal
officers sometimes suggested that their
tables of organization and equipment
(TOE’s) ought to include a mind-
reading section equipped with crystal
balls, Ouija boards, magic wands and
potions, and magicians’ caps.®® Such
suggestions grew out of the unfortunate
fact that too frequently planners took no
account of signals. Too often commands
that would in fact require extensive sig-
nal communications drew up plans
and went ahead with their implementa-
tion without consulting or even in-
forming the signal officer.”® Often the
situation arose because the using arm,
service, or agency lacked knowledge of
the capabilities and limitations of signal
communications means.*

= AFHQ CSigO Monthly Bull, Jul 44, final page
of app. A. SigC Hist Sec file. (See
Note.)

® USFET Gen Bd Rpt No. 111, Signal Corps
Operations, pp. 27-32.

% “The telephone companies in America have
spoiled the non-technical military commanders.
They are used to good service and make no dis-
tinction between Keokuk and Tombouctou.” MS
Comment, Maj Gen Frank E. Stoner (Ret.), Jul 59.

Control Over Signal Supply

Another important function of the
unit signal officer was his control of, and
responsibility for, supply and mainte-
nance of signal equipment for the troops
assigned or attached to the headquarters.
This included direct operating control of
the signal depots, signal sections of gen-
eral depots, and signal dumps within the
command, and the control of all signal
repair and maintenance facilities. Such
control was a unique attribute enjoyed
by no other signal or communications
officer in the armed forces of the nations
engaged in World War II. The reasons
for giving U.S. Army signal officers this
control were eminently practical. In the
first place, the success of communications
depended upon the ready availability of
equipment and its state of repair. Equip-
ment items always had to be near the
place they were to be used at the time
they were needed.®* The diversity and
complexity of signal communications
equipment created many difficulties of
handling and identification for supply
men not trained in signal matters. It
made good sense on all counts to give
signal officers control of their own supply
matters.

Control over his supply enabled a sig-
nal officer to maintain pools of signal
supplies for immediate replenishment
and to expand signal systems with ut-
most rapidity. The War Department
board of officers appointed after the war
to review the communications doctrine
of the Army singled out control of sup-
plies as one of the characteristics that
“made the U.S. signal communication
more successful and more responsive to

“FM 100-11, Jul 48, pp. 1g-21, 7475, 88-80.
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demand than the signal communication
of any other army. . . .” *2 This feature
of United States Army organization
drew the envy of all Allied signal officers
during World War II.%% The British
Director of Signals thought so highly
of the American system that in 1944 he
pressed for its adoption for the Royal
Signals. The costliness in manpower pre-
vented the British from adopting the
plan midway of the war, but it was
urged as a postwar policy.*

Direct control of his own supply per-
mitted the signal officer to make the
most effective use of equipment in. any
given situation. “The most effective
use” might mean handing over criti-
cally needed items to another service
or to an ally. As a matter of fact, sig-
nal officers frequently did give signal
equipment to the British, to the U.S.
Navy, and to the Air Forces, particu-
larly in the Mediterranean theater.
Again, control of supply permitted sig-
nal officers in the theaters to set up
training programs much quicker and
more easily.®

Supporting Combat Signals
“In modern warfare no commander

“Rpt of Proceedings of WD Bd of Officers to
Review the Sig Com Doctrine of the Army, 1947,
Tab G, p. 8. Signal and AGF officers queried by
the board overwhelmingly indorsed the system,
66 to 11 and 60 to 3, respectively (Tab E, p. 15).

% AFSC Lecture C~1, Employment of Com in the
Army, Tab g, pt. II, p. 1.

“ Nalder, The History of British Army Signals
in the Second World War, pp. 322—24. General
Nalder said, “For the future, however, it seems
clear that Signals should establish their own base
depots and be entirely responsible for all handling
from the docks forward.”

® (1) Interv, SigC Hist Sec with Brig Gen
Terence J. Tully (Ret.), former DCSigO AFHQ), 22

Aug 5g. SigC Hist Sec file. (2) See below, [pp. 20-30
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can exercise control over more than a
mere handful of men by his physical
presence.” ® In the final analysis, the
ground battles of World War II were
fought by small combat units—squads,
platoons, companies—in contact with
the enemy all along a wide front. Of-
ten each unit fought semi-independently,
in terrain and amid circumstances pe-
culiar to that particular struggle. The
outcome of the larger battles resulted
from the cumulative effort of innumer-
able small unit actions. Yet throughout
the entire massive, sprawling effort of
myriads of men on many miles of battle-
field there had to exist intelligence and
control. This control extended upward
through a permanent chain of command
linking squad, platoon, company, bat-
talion, regiment, division, corps, army,
and army group. And all of it, all the
way to the top and down to the for-
ward platoon sergeant or squad leader,
was accomplished by the technical means
that the Signal Corps supplied in order
to extend the human voice or to carry
the symbols of speech by which men
convey information or give commands.*

The portable radios, the hand-laid
wire and portable switchboards that
combat soldiers carried and artillery ob-
servers employed, the vehicular radios
and heavy-duty wire equipment and
teletypewriters in battalion and regi-
mental headquarters were all developed,
procured, and distributed by the Signal
Corps. But the men who operated the
equipment below division level were
the soldiers of the using units, on the
principle established after World War

®FM 100-11, Jul 48, p. 1.

®7 AFSC Lecture O-1, The United States Army,
Tab 1, pt. I, p. 4. 8igC OP g52 AFSC Rpts, vol. 5,
1948—49. See also vol. g, Tab 42.
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I that unity of command must be ob-
served, and that there must be no spe-
cialist troops not under the commander’s
control below the division level. The
necessities of combat put the control
over the communication means of com-
mand firmly in the hands of the fighting
men themselves. A measure of the in-
crease in the use of communication
means in World War II is the increase
in the numbers of men who served at
least part time as communicators in com-
bat units. About 4 or 5 percent in 1941,
the number more than doubled by 1945.
In the infantry division, 2,400 men, or
about 12.6 percent, were engaged in
communications work.®®

These combat communicators made
much use of their short-range radios,
particularly of the FM variety, which
the U.S. Army alone possessed in World
War II. They were the SCR-g00 walkie-
talkie, the infantry and armored force
vehicular sets in the 500 series, and the
artillery sets in the 6oo series. “In one
Infantry division,” explained battalion
radioman T/4 Paul L. Zens, a veteran
of the Siegfried Line fighting late in
the war, “we had a minimum of 81
SCR-goo radios operating on 18 fre-
quencies and more than 150 sets in
the 600 series on about 40 frequencies.
I know,” Zens emphasized, “the war in
Europe would have lasted longer if we
hadn’t had FM on our side. We were
able to shoot fast and effectively be-
cause we could get information quickly
and accurately by voice, on FM.”

% AFSC Lecture C-1, Employment of Com in
the Army, Tab g, p. 3.

® Paul L. Zens, “A GI's Report on Lower-Band
FM—A Veteran Radio Operator’s Experience with
FM under Battle Conditions,” FM and Television,
vol. VI, No. 1 (January, 1946), p. 21. See also

below, [Pp- 491-92.

The Signal Corps units themselves,
composed of Signal Corps troops under
Signal Corps officers who served in the
field army from the division level up,
did not in World War II constitute an
especially large percentage. In a typi-
cal field army having three corps, each
containing three infantry divisions and
one armored division, the Signal Corps
troops were about 3.4 percent of the
total force. In addition to the division
signal companies and the corps signal
battalions, Signal Corps troops in a typ-
ical field army included a headquarters
signal service company, a signal oper-
ations battalion furnishing communica-
tions at the army command posts, one
or more construction battalions making
telephone cable and wire installations
down to corps level and back to army
rear, one or more signal radio intelli-
gence companies, a pigeon company, and
a signal photographic company. Finally,
there were the signal repair company
and the signal depot company, which
tended to the supply and maintenance
functions of the field army.” These
troops often were augmented by spe-
cial detachments in various categories
and, in the later stages of the war, by
various cellular teams.

The division signal company had
grown from 232 in 1940 to 322 by
March 1942. In the reorganization of
the AGF tables in March 1943, the di-
vision signal company was cut nearly
a third, to 226 men, by eliminating
truck drivers from the tables of organ-
ization and equipment (their duties
being assigned to other specialists) and

" (1) AR 105-15. (2) MS Comments (a) Col
Williams and (b) U.S. Army Sig Sup Agency, Jul
59. (3) AFSC Lecture C-1, Employment of Com
in the Army, Tab g, p. 3.
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by the transfer of the radio intelligence
(RI) platoon to the corps after it had
been decided that radio intelligence
was properly a corps function.”™ This
action brought vehement objections
from some theater commanders, who
protested that the reduction in the di-
vision signal company was so completely
at variance with all combat experience
as to prove entirely impractical.?
Throughout the campaigns in Sicily
and Italy the scarcity of signal troops
at all levels worried the field command-
ers.”™ As a matter of fact, few signal com-
panies in NATOUSA were reorgan-
ized under the new tables. Fifth Army’s
signal officer, Brig. Gen. Richard B.
Moran, said flatly that divisions in the
theater could not be provided with sat-
isfactory signal service under the pre-
scribed organization, which he described
as “totally inadequate.” Division signal
companies, he reported in November
1943, were operating under the 1g42
tables and, he added, *. in nearly
every case even this strength has had to
be increased.” ™ By one strategem or
another—special authorizations, organ-
ization of new units from pool personnel,

™ Kent Roberts Greenfield, Robert R. Palmer,
and Bell I. Wiley, The Organization of Ground
Combat Troops, UNITED STATES ARMY IN
WORLD WAR II (Washington, 1947), p. 310.

" See, for example, Sig Sec AFHQ, History of
the Signal Section Allied Force Headquarters, 24
July 1942~10 November 1945 (1945) (hereafter
cited as Hist Sig Sec AFHQ), p. 58. SigC Hist
Sec file. This 184-page document contains detailed
accounts of Signal Section activities for the period
covered, divided into five chronological parts and
supplemented by appendixes covering special his-
tories of the Wire, Supply, Radio, and Photo-
graphic Divisions of the Signal Section, AFHQ.

™ See below,

“Ltr, Gen Moran, SigO Fifth Army, to Hodges,
Third Army, 12 Nov 43, sub: Answers to Ques-
tions Regarding Sig Com, Fifth Army. SCIA file
104 Fifth Army.
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and so on—the theater succeeded in pro-
viding the communications service
deemed essential. “‘In order to fight this
war a minimum number of men are
needed,” said Moran. “It doesn't matter
how many are in a unit if the total
number may be had. If units are re-
duced in size, more units -are required,
thus increasing overhead.” 7

Similarly, in the European theater,
First Army never recognized the AGF
reorganization of the division signal com-
pany. In fact, according to Colonel
Williams, First Army’s division signal
companies always contained close to
four hundred men. Each corps had a
radio intelligence company, not a pla-
toon. And in early 1945, after the Battle
of the Bulge, First Army’s signal troops
in nearly all categories were augmented
some 10 percent by the assignment of
cellular teams.™

The Development of the Cellular
Plan of Unit Organization

Even before war began, Signal Corps
training officers were engaged in a vig-
orous and vocal attempt to obtain more
flexibility in the organization of signal
units.” The existing Signal TOE's
seemed neat and precise on paper—a
signal company for a division, a signal
battalion for a corps or a field army.
Unfortunately the needs of war did not
fit this classic pattern. Task forces, re-
inforced divisions, and other unortho-
dox units fought the early engagements
of World War II. Each required special

*Ltr, Sig0 Fifth Army to DGCSigO0 AFHQ, 1
Feb 44. SCIA file 104 Fifth Army.

" MS Comment, Williams, Jul 59.

7 Thompson, Harris, et al., IThe Test, pp. 35—|
36.
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groupings of Signal Corps men, equip-
ment, and communications installations
tailored to fit the situation. Many re-
mote stations or small headquarters did
not need the entire signal service com-
pany they were entitled to, only a de-
tachment. On the other hand, in the
Pacific a “type” signal battalion was not
big enough to furnish the necessary com-
munications for a corps operating in
thick jungle growth.” The Signal Corps
therefore resorted to special tables and
organized experimental units. Contin-
uing to press for more flexible standard
tables of organization, the War Plans
Division of the Office of the Chief Sig-
nal Officer by February 1942 had pre-
sented recommended revisions to every
single one of the existing T /O’s.™

The Signal Corps, dissatisfied with
such makeshift arrangements, took bits
and pieces of existing tables and fitted
them together in a new cellular-type
T /O that provided a pool of trained de-
tachments for transfer to foreign serv-
ice as required.’® A fixed station com-
pany of 12 detachments (16 officers, 259
enlisted men) was organized under the
new table of organization as a part of
the 15th Signal Service Regiment at
Fort Monmouth, and additional detach-
ments were organized in September 1942
at Camp Beale, California.®

" Capt Wilson G. Burden, Signal Corps En-
listed Administration, OCSig0 Mil Pers Tng
Study, p. 46. 8igC Hist Scc file. The following
material is based on this study except where
otherwise noted.

™ 8igC Tech Info Lir § (Feb 42), p. 39.

® Ibid. This table of organization became T/O
11-187, published 12 February 1g4s.

® (1) An. 5, 15t Ind, TAG to CSigO, 18 Feb
42, to OCSigO Mil Tng Br Study, History of Unit
Training, Signal Corps Units, 7 Dccember 1941-
1 December, 1945. SigC Hist Sec file. (2) Memo,
CSigO for Plans Div SOS, 28 Sep 42, sub: Con-

The Signal Corps won strong support
for its views on unit flexibility from the
signal officers of ground force units. The
Chief Signal Officer encouraged unit
commanders to treat ‘“type” organiza-
tion tables only as guides, altering and
adapting them to fit a given tactical re-
quirement or situation. Newly created
tables, designed for flexibility, made
their appearance throughout 1942. For
example, 11-367, published early in
1942 for the signal photo company was
extremely flexible.’? In June, three addi-
tional cellular-type team training organ-
izations were authorized at Camp Crow-
der.®® The 823d Signal Wire Operations
Service Company, the 824th Fixed Ra-
dio Station Company, and the 82xth
Signal Repair Company all trained
teams in the specialties indicated by the
company designations and furnished
them as required for small installations
at overseas points.®

Possibly no signal task was more ex-
acting or required more kinds of signal
specialists than aircraft warning duty.
Yet the tactical situations under which
aircraft warning troops were used var-
ied greatly. On 1 July 1942 a new TOE
11—400 was issued. The Signal Corps
said of it that it is:

. . . designed to replace those T/O’s for all
aircraft warning units below the size of a
regiment. It is a flexible table . . . providing
. . . for almost any situation involving a

stitution and Activation of Certain Sig Fixed
Radio Station Dets. SigC gz20.2, T/O, Jan 42-Sep
42 (MT-22). The Signal Fixed Radio Station
Company was redesignated the 822d Signal Fixed
Radio Station Company on 7 October 1942. AG
320.2 (10-5-42) OB-I-SP-M.

#85igC Tech Info Ltr 7 (Jun 42), pp. 41-43.

8AG g20.2 (6—45-42) MR-M-GN, 22 Jun 4s2,
sub: Orgn of SigC Units in Jul 42.

% Hist of Unit Tng, SigC Units, 7 Dec 41—1 Dec
45, p. 1L
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task force. The usual functions . . . are
subdivided in such a manner as to provide
sections and teams that may be added to
provide any number of radars and special
ground observation posts, complete with the
necessary plotting board and administrative
personnel to meet the tactical situation for
which the organization is intended.

A company or a battalion could be
made up of any combination of units
from among headquarters; reporting
platoons; radar operating, plotting
board, radar maintenance, message cen-
ter, radio, wire, telegraphic, ground ob-
server radio, and telephone teams; and
medical and mess personnel.®

The new aircraft warning organiza-
tions and the teams being furnished by
the team training organization at Camp
Crowder proved spectacularly successful.
Through the late summer of 1942 the
Signal Corps pressed for permission to
set up additional training organizations
based on a cellular TOE. The Army
Service Forces and the Chief Signal Of-
ficer bombarded each other’s offices with
correspondence suggesting plans and
counterplans. On 2 September Brig.
Gen. LeRoy Lutes, then Chief of Opera-
tions, ASF, wrote to General Olmstead,
then Chief Signal Officer, suggesting
that a typical signal service company or
battalion be developed for training pur-
poses and to serve as a reservoir of
trained signal teams. “It is believed,”

wrote Lutes, ‘“that a single type
unit . . . would be easier to admin-
ister. . . ."” 8 But Signal Corps tasks were

too varied to squeeze all of the teams
into one organization. It would be pos-
sible, the Chief Signal Officer said in his

% Burden, SigC Enlisted Admin, p. 53.

s Memo, ACofS for Opns SOS (ASF) for CSigO,
2 Sep 42, sub: Establishment of SigC Tng Units.
SigC SPSMT 3202 Gen 3, 1942.
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reply, to fit all the units into two or-
ganizations—a signal special unit train-
ing battalion and a signal construction
and operations training battalion.®” This
proposition won approval. On 25 Jan-
uary 1943, the 847th and 848th Signal
Training Battalions were formally con-
stituted at Camp Crowder.®® Their au-
thorized strength totaled 41 officers,
1,244 enlisted men and 61 officers, 1,418
enlisted men, respectively. Their func-
tion was to train units for overseas duty.
Their organization was based upon the
building block principle, that is, parts of
existing tables were grouped together
to fill the needs for specialized teams.*®

The change in training structure con-
stituted a long step toward flexibility
and maximum utilization of personnel.
Still it did not go far enough. Some-
thing more than a revamping of the
old tables of organization was required.
It is important to emphasize that, up
to this point, cellular had meant merely
taking parts of existing tables and fitting
them together in new combinations.
There existed no broad authority to
create entirely new organizations from
a single table. In other words, the ef-
fort so far was a remodeling job. What
the Signal Corps really needed was a
completely new and modern blueprint.

In its search for better organization
of units the Signal Corps did not stand
alone. The whole Army in late 1942
sought some solution toward flexibility
and economy in the use of manpower

5 Memo, CSigO for CG SOS OPD, 1 Oct 42,
sub: Establishment of S8igC Tng Units. SigC
SPSMT g20.2 Gen g, 1942.

#BAG 3202 (1-11—43) OB-1-SP-M, 14 Jan 43,
sub: Constitution, Activation and Orgn of Sig
Tng Units.

® Burden, SigC Enlisted Admin, pp. 48-49.
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and equipment.® Late in December the
Chief of Staff, General George C. Mar-
shall, had written to ASF and AGF sug-
gesting among other things that the
existing organization of service troops
was wasteful, especially in the numerous
cases in which small groups or units were
required for small missions. “It seems
to me that we should have these service
units so set up that we can put together
composite battalions, composite regi-
ments, and composite brigades. . . .”®
Essentially, this was precisely what the
Signal Corps had been saying in relation
to signal units.

Thus in July 1943 when the new Chief
Signal Officer, General Ingles, proposed
a sweeping reorganization of the bulk
of all Signal Corps training units, he
was asking for something almost sure to
be approved. Ingles wanted new tables
of organization to provide for all needed
types and sizes of cellular signal service
teams, as determined by past experience,
present demands, and estimated future
requirements from all theaters of oper-
ations. He proposed that each cellular
team, whether requested individually or
as a component of a complete cellular
signal service organization, be equipped
with its appropriate table of equipment
immediately after being authorized for
a theater. Men and equipment would be
shipped together to their destination.
Ingles’ also asked for a bulk allotment
to the Signal Corps of enough men to
permit him to continue training in step

% Memo, WDGS G—3 for CG SOS, 12 Jan 43, sub:
Reorgn of Sv Units, Tab 4, ASF Mobilization Div
Study, Troop Units Activated by the ASF for
Overseas Use. OCMH files.

* Memo, Gen Marshall for Lt Gen Lesley J.
McNair, Gen Somervell, and Brig Gen Idwal H.
Edwards, 29 Dec 42. WDGS 302.2/5778.

with theater requirements and to pro-
vide constant replenishment of training
pool personnel as trained teams were
withdrawn.®®> Anticipating the prompt
approval that the ASF gave, the Signal
Corps had prepared a new TOE 11-500,
which, when it was issued, was back-
dated to 1 July 1943. It was based upon
the 1942 TOE 11—4o00 for aircraft warn-
ing units

In the opinion of Signal Corps training
officers, the new TOE 11-500 was nearly
perfect. It provided for fifty-four types
of cellular teams, then believed to be all
that were necessary to organize Signal
units for any mission.®* Teams bore 2-
letter designations, which indicated
roughly their size and mission. For ex-
ample, EF meant a 16-man radio link
team, while a 5-man photographic labo-
ratory unit bore the designation FB, and
GD identified a 3-position switchboard
team of 34 men.® Putting teams to-
gether in various groupings provided an
infinite number of combinations.

The cellular plan met the one supreme
test of any plan—it worked. In fact it
worked so well that the other
technical services soon adopted it. None-
theless, throughout the war the Signal
Corps, the original proponent of the
cellular plan of organizational structure,
remained its largest user. By mid-1945,
near the end of the war, the number

2 Memo, CSigO for CG ASF, 10 Jul 43, sub:
Sig Units Provided in Troop Basis 1943. SigC
g20.2 Troop Basis, Jan 4g-Dec 43 (MT-135).

® Burden, SigC Enlisted Admin, p. 52.

% Experience in 1944 and 1945 brought many
more new teams into being.

®TOE 11-y00, Signal Service Organization, 1
Jul 43. Later editions changed these figures—
in the 22 September 1944 issue an EF team con-
tained 26 men; an FB team, 25. TOE 11-500, 22
Sep 44.
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of Signal Corps cellular teams organized
under TOE 11-500 had increased to 116.
Proposals to add even more teams were
under consideration when the war
ended. By contrast the Quartermaster
Corps, the second largest user of cellu-
lar teams, had 86 such units. The Trans-
portation Corps had #4; the Corps of
Engineers, 72; the Medical Department,
61; Corps of Military Police, 46; the
Ordnance Department, 40; the Chemical
Warfare Service, 26. In addition there
were 12 composite teams used by all
services.®®

Some teams organized under TOE 11—
500 numbered only 2 men, whereas
others numbered as many as g,591 men.
Small or large, they served on specialized
tactical missions and under varying
field conditions with an efficiency and
economy that would have been quite
impossible to attain under the prewar
organization, The great majority of TOE
11-500 teams served as one cell of a
composite team designed to perform
a specific signal task. For example,
cellular radio, message center, mes-
senger, wire operations, and wire
construction teams together provided a
composite group capable of furnishing
communications for a service area or a
small headquarters. The beauty of this
arrangement was that, as the head-
quarters grew or contracted, teams could
be added or subtracted to meet the re-
quirements exactly without duplication
or loss of economy.®” By the middle of
1945, 55.8 percent of all ASF Signal

¥ C8igO, Annual Rpt, FY 45, p. 6o7.

* Gapt Mac C. Eversole, Capabilities, Limita-
tions, and Employment of Table of Organization
and Equipment 11-500 Radio and Radar Teams
(1951), Sig Sch Monograph, p. 20. The Sig Sch
Liby, Ft. Monmouth.

THE SIGNAL CORPS

Corps troops had been organized under
the cellular plan.®

Summary

The topics in this chapter are touched
only lightly and do not by any means
cover all the signal problems and re-
sponsibilities in a theater of operations.
Nor should they be taken as fixed signal
doctrine; signal doctrine changed to meet
the changing conditions of warfare.
Neither can it be said that this was the
way it was done in every theater in
World War II; each theater presented
its own unique conditions.

Nevertheless the responsibilities set
forth do represent some of the basic prob-
lems that the Signal Corps faced in the
theater. The record of what was done in
World War II in the area of signal com-
munications can serve as a guide to un-
derstanding and charting new ideas. The
principal facts that must be understood
are that signal communications serve the
commander; that they are flexible and
varied; that each of the means and sys-
tems is a part of a larger intricate system
that covers the whole of the theater and
links it with the zone of interior; and that
in these years of conflict, mid-1g45 to
September 1945, the Signal Corps came
close to achieving the goal of all com-
municators—a thoroughly integrated
system. North Africa had provided the
initial testing ground.”® The early cam-
paigns in the Pacific and the campaigns
in Sicily and Italy taught additional
lessons. All of them came to fruition in
the great invasion of France in June

1944.

® CSig0O, Annual Rpt, FY 45, p. 608.
% See¢ Thompson, Harris, et al., The Test, pp.



CHAPTER 1II

The Signal Corps

In the weeks that followed the end
of the Tunisia Campaign in May 1943,
the Allied command in the Mediter-
ranean reorganized for new operations
in Sicily and Italy. At the same time,
U.S. headquarters staffs pored over the
voluminous reports of “lessons learned”
in the North African fighting. The Sig-
nal Corps had done well in North Africa,
despite a fair share of initial mistakes
and preliminary fumbles. Signal Corps
doctrine and organization had proved
equal to the test. Signal equipment, al-
most without exception, had proved to
be excellent. Most important of all from
the Signal Corps point of view, the North
African campaign had again demon-
strated the importance of military com-
munications of the modern army.! Army-
wide acceptance of this fact significantly
influenced all other campaigns to the
end of the war,

T he Signal Section, AFHQ

During the first three months of opera-
tions in North Africa, that area was offi-
cially part of the European Theater of
Operations. The North African Theater

* George F. Howe, Northwest Africa: Seizing the
Initiative in the West, UNITED STATES ARMY
IN WORLD WAR II (Washington, 1957), Ppp-

669-77.
For an account of the Signal Corps in the Tu-

nisia Campaign, see Thompson, Harris, et al,, The
Test,|pp. 852-86.

in Sicily and Italy

of Operations (NATO) was created on
4 Febrpary 1943. At the same time, re-
sponsibility for the supply, personnel,
and administration of U.S. units, which
had been vested in the European Thea-
ter of Operations, United States Army,
passed to the newly activated North
African Theater of Operations, United
States Army. The communications zone
supply organization, Services of Supply
(SOS) NATOUSA, was established on
15 February.? The highest command in
the theater, the inter-Allied, unified
Allied Force Headquarters, controlled
all ground, air, naval, and service opera-
tions in the theater.

A thoroughly integrated British-
American staff of communications ex-
perts served both the Signal Section of
AFHQ, organized in 1942, and the cor-
responding NATOUSA Signal Section,
set up in May 1943. The Signal Corps’
General Matejka was designated chief
signal officer in both commands.?

In July 1943, the top communications
position in the theater passed from
American to British hands. The able
and experienced General Matejka left
for the United States to head the Person-
nel and Training Service in the Office
of the Chief Signal Officer in Washing-
ton. An equally able and experienced

2NATOUSA GO 1, 4 Feb 43 NATOUSA GO
6, 14 Feb 43.
3 Hist, Sig Sec AFHQ, p. 24.
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British officer, Maj. Gen. Leslie B.
Nicholls, succeeded him. Nicholls’ dep-
uty was an American, Col. Terence J.
Tully. Colonel Tully had served as
the task force signal officer for the land-
ings in the Oran area in North Africa
and as the IT Corps signal officer through-
out the Tunisia Campaign. The assist-
ant deputy signal officer of AFHQ was
another American, Col. Rex W. Minck-
ler.*

The Chief Signal Officer, AFHQ,
served as adviser to the Allied Com-
mander in Chief on all signal matters
and as co-ordinator of signal policy
throughout the theater. The Signal Sec-
tion maintained contact with signal offi-
cers of all subordinate units on technical
and administrative matters; estimated
requirements for signal supplies (both
tactical and fixed plant), exclusive of
those necessary for unit equipment main-
tenance; supervised the installation,
maintenance, and operation of the thea-
ter signal system, including the AFHQ
message center; handled codes and
ciphers; and examined enemy signal
equipment and supervised signal intelli-
gence matters.® This last was a signal
function in the U.S. Army only, since
i the British Army it was handled by
intelligence officers.

A Combined Signal Board, operating
in AFHQ), devoted its attention primar-
ily to the control of submarine cable
and commercial radio facilities. Radio
frequency allocation, a function ordinar-
ily charged to a combined signal board,
was delegated to the Radio Division,
Signal Section, without reference to the
board. Similarly, the Signal Intelligence
Section handled field radio procedures,

*Ibid., p. 51, Fig 3, Orgn Chart, 16 Nov 43.
5 Ibid., p. 1.
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combined cipher procedures, and com-
bined security procedures.

By the time the Tunisia Campaign
ended in May 1943, the Signal Section,
AFHQ, was a bustling outfit well able
to carry out its part of the theater mis-
sion.” Three signal service regiments,
the 2623d, 2624th, and 2625th, operated
the extensive theater communications
facilities at the Atlantic Base Section
in Casablanca, at the Mediterranean
Base Section in Oran, and at the AFHQ
in Algiers, respectively. The first two
Women’s Army Corps (WAC) groups
had arrived in the theater in February
and in April. From among these women,
later organized as the 6666th and 6667th
WAC Service Companies, the Signal
Section obtained a limited number to
take over various secretarial duties, act
as telephone operators, and perform
numerous Signal Center tasks, all of
which they accomplished with a high
degree of efficiency.® The Signal Section
had to wait until September before its
own WAC communications company
arrived.®

By mid-1948 the theater communica-
tions system embraced all of the modern
means of electrical transmission. Sub-
marine cables linked Gibraltar, Casa-
blanca, and Algiers, and carried an
immense amount of traffic. Landline
teletypewriter facilities were expanding
rapidly. Radio circuits, however, were
still the backbone of the system. Cir-
cuits to Washington, London, and Cairo,
established during the early days of the

¢Ibid., p. 29.

“For an account of Signal Corps activities in
North Africa before mid-1943, see Thompson,
Harris, et al., The Test,

® (1) Hist, Sig Sec AFHQ, p. 26.
ment, CD&O Div_OCSigO, Jul 59.

®See below,

(2) MS Com-
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North African campaign, constituted the
basic means of intertheater communi-
cation, although within the theater it-
self the choice lay among any number of
communications facilities.'

One of the most important programs
initiated by signal planners at AFH(_
was already well under way. This was
the training program. Without it the
demand that developed later for signal
specialists to serve the various operations
supported from AFHQ-NATOUSA al-
most certainly could not have been met.
The need for a continuous signal train-
ing program became evident very early.
Men were arriving from the United
States without adequate training, too
often taken from schools and training
centers before they had finished their
courses in order to fill urgent overseas
requisitions.!! At the same time, as field
commanders became increasingly con-
scious of the importance of signal com-
munications and more aware of what
good communications could do for them,
the standards of proficiency they de-
manded of their signal troops rose pro-
portionately. A further schooling need

sprang from the nature of the
integrated command, where even
the best-trained men, British as
well as American, had to Dbe

taught the combined signal procedures
essential to Allied operations. Futher-
more, since French Army units were to
be equipped with United States signal
gear, French signalmen had to learn how
to use it12

 Hist, Sig Sec AFHQ, pp. 29-30, Bz2.

1 Thompson, Harris, et al., The Test,
22,

12 For a detailed discussion of French rearma-
ment, see Marcel Vigneras, Rearming the French,
UNITED STATES ARMY IN WORLD WAR II
(Washington, 1g57).
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To meet all these training needs the
Signal Corps organized a school com-
pany within the 2624th Signal Service
Regiment at Oran and included several
French-speaking instructors on the staff.
Students attended from all over the
theater. At the Signal Center, British
and American instructors organized
classes to acquaint communications
troops of both nations with the intri-
cacies of combined signal procedures.
Later these rather informal classes de-
veloped into full-time schools. The
schools also furnished message center
technicians for numerous operations.
The acute shortage of trained crypto-
graphic and maintenance personnel in
the theater forced the 84gth Signal Intel-
ligence Service to open two schools at
its headquarters near Algiers in early
1943. From these beginnings evolved the
extensive theater signal training pro-
gram that, in one guise or another, con-
tinued until the end of the war. The
importance of this program merits em-
phasis. Through it, the theater itself
readied thousands of signal special-
ists—specialists who became urgently
needed during the course of the long
Italian campaign, the move of AFHQ to
Italy in July 1944, and the invasion of
southern France in August of that year.3
The Signal Corps was the only technical
service to conduct a permanent school in
the theater. Other services, including the
Ordnance Department and the Corps of
Engineers, wished to establish similar
schools but found themselves thwarted

*® (1) Hist, Sig Sec AFHQ, pp. 27, 34, 62. (2) Hq
MTOUSA, ILogistical History of NATOUSA-
MTOUSA, 1r August rgg2-30 November 1945,
prepared by Officers of G-4 Div and Spec Staff
Sec under direction of Col. Creswell G. Blakeney
(Naples, Italy: Via Ponti Rossi, 1046), p. 255.
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for want of equipment and by the War
Department policy of refusing shipment
of items for such special projects. In this
regard, the signal officer’s control over
his own signal supply allocation proved
its worth.!*

Supply responsibilities of SOS NAT-
OUSA, whose signal officer was Col.
Harold S. Miller, included control of
all base section operations and responsi-
bility for developing local supply
sources.!> But issue of controlled items
(that is, items in critically short supply,
which in fact meant most signal items
except unit T/E equipment, mainte-
nance, and supply items) was an AFHQ
responsibility.1®

Planning for future operations, initi-
ally a function of the Combined Signal
Board, came to be an important part
of the AFHQ Signal Section’s duties.
A Planning Division had been set up
late in 1942, with a Signal Corps officer,
Maj. James P. Scurlock, as its chief.
Allied decisions made during the inter-
Allied conference at Casablanca in Jan-
uary 1943 set the stage for developing
Husky, the operation plan for the in-
vasion of Sicily. General Dwight D.
Eisenhower immediately established
Force 141, a planning headquarters in
Algiers under General Sir Harold R.
L. G. Alexander. Force 141 moved to the
Ecole Normale at La Bouzaréa in mid-
February.'” In the Ecole Normale and
in AFHQ proper, at conference after

4 (1) Hist, Sig Scc AFHQ, pp. 27, 84, 62. (2) In-
terv, SigC Hist Sec with Tully, 22 Aug 58.

5 Signal items procured through local sources in
North Africa included copper wire, lead-covered
cable, glass insulators, and telephone poles. For
details, see below,

* Hist, Sig Sec AFHQ, pp. 41-42.

"When Husky was launched on 10 July, Force
141 was redesignated 15th Army Group.
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conference, Signal Corps members of the
planning staffs ground out signal plans,
amended, revised, and perfected them
down to the last detail.

The Sicily Campaign

Among those who labored over the
Husky signal plans was the man who
was responsible for executing them, Col.
Elton F. Hammond, Lt. Gen. George
S. Patton, Jr.s, Seventh Army signal
officer. Hammond had been told to pre-
pare estimates of the numbers of signal
troops and quantities of signal equip-
ment necessary to support the American
contingent of four infantry divisions, one
armored division, and one airborne in-
fantry division.!®

Plans and Preparations

Until the Allied invasion fleet sailed

on 1 July, Hammond and his
staff worked without respite. The
Seventh Army (until D-day desig-

nated Force 343, comprising the I Ar-
mored Corps, reinforced) contained
the 1st, gd, gth, and 45th Infantry
Divisions, the 82d Airborne Division,
and the 2d Armored Division. The as-
sault echelon would include the II Corps
(SHARK ForcE) , Lt. Gen. Omar N. Brad-
ley commanding, and the gd Division
(Joss Force) , Maj. Gen. Lucian K. Trus-

(1) Report of Operations of the United States
Seventh Army in the Sicilian Campaign, 1o July—
17 August 1943 (Palermo, Sicily: Staff, Seventh
Army, 1943) (hereafter referred to as Seventh
Army Rpt, Sicilian Campaign), p. M-1. (2) Hq
Seventh Army, SigO Rpt, Signal Corps Participa-
tion in the Sicilian Campaign, 22 Feb—20 Aug 43
(hereafter referred to as SigC Participation in
the Sicilian Campaign). SCIA file 23 Tully Rpts
2. (Bee Bibliographical Note.)
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cott, Jr., commanding. The II Corps
would be composed of most of the 1st
Division (subtask force DimE), the g5th
Division (subtask force CEnT), plus
Ranger and engineer battalions and sup-
porting troops. Paratroops of the 8ad
Airborne Division would be dropped
ahead of the landing forces. A floating
reserve (KooL Force) would include
most of the 2d Armored Division, plus
the 18th Regimental Combat Team.!?
Hammond estimated that to furnish
communications for these forces he
would need an armored signal battalion,
a signal service battalion, a construction
battalion, 2 signal battalions, 4 signal
companies (special), 2 depot compan-
ies, and 1 each repair, port service, radio
intelligence, and pigeon companies,
plus 8 units from signal photographic
companies. This list did not include
signal troops for Air Forces or divi-
sional units. The estimate differed in
a number of particulars from the troops
he actually received. It was possible to
furnish him with only g detachments
of a signal repair company rather than
a whole company, 1 depot company in-
stead of 2, and 4 photographic units in-
stead of 8. The signal service battalion,
the construction battalion, and the pi-
geon company were cut from the list
entirely, but he received a bonus with
the assignment of a signal operations
company that he had not asked for.
The signal troops available by D-day

¥ Seventh Army Rpt, Sicilian Campaign, pp. A
6-7. The signal officers of the assault forces were
Lt. Col. Grant A. Williams, II Corps, SHARK; Lt,
Col. Henry J. Hort, 45th Division, Cent; Lt. Col.
George Pickett, 1st Division, DimE; Lt. Col. James
F. Brooke, gd Division, Joss; and Maj. Carmon L.
Clay, 2d Armored Division, KooL. Ibid., an. 10,
S8ig Com Plan, sec. III, p. d-17.
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totaled nearly g,000, including divi-
sional and AAF units: 6,744 officers and
men serving ground force units and
2,208 with the air arm.2®

Preinvasion signal training presented
difficulties. Much of the initial planning
was finished before the end of the
Tunisia Campaign in May; after that
troop units assembled in training areas
all the way from Casablanca to Bizerte,
1,100 air-line miles away. Rapid com-
munication between these scattered
units became a major problem that Ham-
mond solved by a network of direct tele-
phone lines, plus teletypewriter circuits
at some points, radio links at others,
radio command and administrative net-
works, scheduled motor courier service
on a 7o0o0-mile daily route, and air cour-
ler service on a 2,26o0-mile daily sched-
ule.?> Many of the signal units lacked
combat experience. Most of the men
of the 1st, 3d, and gth Signal Companies,
the #71st and #%2d Signal Companies
(Special), the 286th Signal Company
(Composite) , the 53d Signal Battalion,
and the 128th Signal Radio Intelligence
Company had seen service in North
Africa. The other signal units involved
either had come directly from the United
States or had served in the communi-
cations zone during the Tunisia Cam-

2 (1) Seventh Army Rpt, Sicilian Campaign, p.
M-1. (2) SigC Participation in the Sicilian Cam-
paign, pp. 8-9. (3) SigC Info Ltr g1 (Jun 44), p.
19. (4) Capt Sidney L. Jackson, Tactical Com-
munication in World War II: Signal Communica-
tion in the Sicilian Campaign (1945), SigC Hist
Monograph E-gb, p. 3. SigC Hist Sec file.

# (1) Seventh Army Rpt, Sicilian Campaign,
pp. A-4, M-2. (2) SigC Participation in the
Sicilian Campaign, pp. 3o-11. (g) Col. Elton F.
Hammond, “Signals for Patton,” Signals, 1I, No. 1
(September-October, 1947), 7-8. (4) Jackson, Sig
Com in the Sicilian Campaign, pp. 6—7.
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paign. What was worse, about 25 per-
cent of the men in many of the units
were replacements who had had no signal
specialist training at all.*

A further complication was a change
in radio procedures ordered by AFHQ
that made it necessary to train all radio
operators in the British Link-Sign pro-
cedure, a method by which radio oper-
ators could identify each other with
scant likelihood of revealing their
identity to enemy listeners.?® Because
of the great distance between units only
a limited number of men from each
unit was able to attend the two one-day
courses offered. The graduates then
carried the instruction back to their
teammates. Other special schools con-
ducted in preparation for the invasion
taught cadres of soldiers how to install,
operate, and maintain Signal Corps
carrier equipment and gave instruction
in the British speech-plus-simplex and
speech-plus-duplex equipment.2*

Hoping to equip all units fully with
all items on the tables of basic allowances
and to provide maintenance for the first
twenty-one days, Hammond requested
an initial store of 19,220 tons of signal
equipment. This quantity totaled one-
sixth of all the signal supplies used in
the entire operation, an unusually

2 (1) Seventh Army Rpt, Sicilian Campaign, p.
M-2, (2) SigC Participation in the Sicilian Cam-
paign, p. 11

# MS Comment, Dr. Bowles (former science ad-
viser to SW), Jul 5g.

(1) Seventh Army Rpt, Sicilian Campaign, p.
M-2. (2) SigC Participation in the Sicilian Cam-
paign, p. 11. Colonel Williams, IT Corps signal
officer, heartily disliked the Link-Sign procedure,
but rated the speech-plus-simplex and speech-plus-
duplex equipment ‘‘very good.” MS Comment,
Williams, Jul 59.
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heavy proportion for initial stockage.?
Twenty-nine requisitions went forward
to the United States; sixty-three were
processed in the North African theater.
There was need for much special equip-
ment, and a good deal of it had to
be improvised. Hammond particularly
wanted some SCR-299’s specially
mounted in moistureproof houses in
2l4-ton amphibious trucks (Dukws),
which could operate offshore in the surf
or on land. By sailing date, he had
twelve of them.

Getting enough waterproof bags was
a constant source of trouble. Much of
the signal equipment had to be specially
packed to prevent damage from the
rough handling sure to be encountered
on the beaches. Storage and issue sections
of the 206th Signal Depot Company were
attached to each of the subtask forces to
handle and care for signal supplies. In
general, the forces would each carry a
21-day supply with them, with an added
15-day reserve packed and held in readi-
ness in North Africa for an emergency.
All other supplies could be counted on
to arrive from the United States on
scheduled shipments. As soon as possible
after landing, a Signal Corps depot
would be established to receive, store,
and issue incoming supplies.

Communications and Equipment

The improvement in communications
during the assault phase in Sicily showed
that the lessons of North Africa had
been studiously applied. Even so, there

B (1) Seventh Army Rpt, Sicilian Campaign,
p. M—2. (2) SigC Participation in the Sicilian
Campaign, p. 10. (3) Hammond, “Signals for
Patton,” Signals, II, No. 1, p. 8. (4) Hq Seventh
Army, Notes on the Sicilian Campaign. SCIA 23.
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were signal errors, especially in air
operations: lack of good identification,
which led to the tragic downing of troop
carrier planes by friendly naval and anti-
aircraft gunners; poor determination of
paratroop drop zones, with paratroopers
descending miles from their intended
goals.?® But communications over the
beaches were much improved.

Special communications ships at sea
assured that there would be no such
breakdowns as occurred in ToORcH,
when the U.S. headquarters ship, the
cruiser Augusta, fired her guns and the
shock knocked out her improvised Army
radio equipment.?” Only one communi-
cations ship off Sicily, the Ancon, had
been specially designed for her task.?
On the others, unfortunately, communi-
cations had to be crowded into makeshift
quarters, and operations suffered accord-
ingly. The radio operators, the message
center and code clerks, and the war room
staff were badly cramped for space. Radio
stations were scattered in widely
separated places on the ship. This made
it difficult to control operations, limited
the number of channels that could be
provided, and slowed up the clearing of
radio messages.?® Afterwards, the Army

®For paratroop actions, see (1) ‘“Troops by
Air,” Radar, No. 3 (June 30, 1944) , P. 24; (2) Omar
N. Bradley, 4 Soldier’s Story (New York: Henry
Holt and Company, Inc, 1951), pp. 126-27, 132-

4.
5 2 Thompson, Harris, et al., The Test, [p._859.]

#Vice Admiral G. C. Towner, USN, “Com-
munications for Command Control in an Am-
phibious Assault,” Signals, X1V, No. 8 (April, 1960) ,
61.

The Ancon was the Navy's first “floating radio
station.” Other American headquarters and com-
munications ships in the Sicilian invasion were
the USS Monrovia, the USS Orizaba, the USS Bis-
cayne, and the USS Samuel Chase.

® (1) Seventh Army Rpt, Sicilian Campaign,
pp- M-2, -3. (2) SigC Participation in the
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Air Forces spoke bitterly of the ship-
board communications arrangement,
saying that the problem of mutual
transmitter interference was so great that
the use of one ship to mount circuits
for all three services was an impossi-
ble arrangement.?® Nevertheless, though
their radio quarters were crowded and
inconvenient, all headquarters ships
maintained their appointed channels.
Radio sets were much better water-
proofed this time. Units had done their
own packing, placing their equipment
items in waterproof bags. Only a small
percentage of items suffered from sea
water, although some damage occurred
because of careless handling in the haste
of landing. Some radio sets, for example
those of the British sth Division, had
been packed in waterproof bags for four
weeks before the invasion. Meanwhile
condensation and sweating. inside the
bags rendered the radios ineffective until
they had a chance to dry.®! In general
the radios of the U.S. signal troops
worked well. Mounting the SCR-29g’s
in Dukws proved to be an especially
happy innovation. Inclosed in box huts
similar to HO-17 and powered by two
small PE—75’s rather than by the usual
large trailer-mounted PE—gp, they and
their amphibious transport proved ‘“re-
markably successful,” according to 15th
Army Group headquarters. “In some

Sicilian Campaign, pp. 14-15. (3) Seventh Army,
Notes on the Sicilian Campaign, p. 4. (4) Hg,
15th AGp, Notes on Sig Com of U.S. Troops in
Opn Husky, Oct 43, pp. 2-3. SCIA file Rpts—
Notes-Info, etc., on Sig Opns.

®Incl, Rpt of Opn Husky, with Ltr, AAF
Northwest African Air Force to CG AAF, 21 Aug
43, sub: Transmittal. SigC AC 676 Husky Opn.

® (1) Seventh Army Rpt, Sicilian Campaign,
p. M-2. (2) SigC Participation in the Sicilian
Campaign, p. 13. (3) Notes on Sig Com of US.
Troops in Opn Husky, p. .
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instances, they got ashore eight hours
earlier than other vehicles on the same
craft and were placed in operation
immediately.” 3 Two Dukw-mounted
SCR-2g99’s landed at the wrong beach,
put to sea, and cruised six miles to the
II Corps command post.3?

Among the smaller radios, both the
older AM (amplitude modulation) sets
such as the 193, the 284, the 511, and
the new FM sets of the 500 and 6oo
series served well, with the 600’s, especi-
ally SCR-60g and SCR-610, coming to
the fore as excellent for amphibious
work. The first radios ashore, according
to the signal plan, were the small hand-
carried SCR-536’s, and the guidon set,
SCR-511, one or the other of which
every company commander was expected
to carry. (Actually the 511 was used
effectively between company and bat-
talion; the 536 between company and
platoon.) The Germans were intrigued
by the SCR-536, some of which they
captured in Sicily. They described it as
“extremely effective”; its light weight,
small size, efficiency, and range made it
“ideal equipment for forward observers
and companies.” 3 Navy beach signal
teams carried the FM artillery set
SCR-60g. Other troops used =284’s
and 610s to set up traffic control
and regimental combat team and shore
regimental command nets. Vehicular sets

# (1) Notes on Sig Com of US. Troops in Opn
Husky, Oct 43, pp. 5-6. (2) The Dukw-Mounted
Radio Set SCR-299-( ), SigC Tech Info Ltr 29
(Apr 44), pp 25-28.

#Of Dir Intel ASF, Intel Rpt, Statistical Data
Based on Operation of II Corps in Sicily. SCIA
111 ODI Rpts.

% General der Panzertruppen Walther Fried,
The Fighting of the 29th Panzer Grenadier Divi-
sion in Sicily (Neustadt, Germany, 18 November
1947), translated by 2d Lt. Kurt Byrd, Hist Div
SSUSA, pp. 30-32.
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followed, chief of which were the 2g9's
and the old reliable 193’s mounted in
jeeps.

Everywhere they were used, the FM
radios served outstandingly.®® For ex-
ample, the command net of the units
of the Joss Force centered in an SCR—
608 aboard the headquarters command
ship, the USS Biscayne. Its operators,
using the ten channels its pushbuttons
provided, communicated with SCR-
610’s located in the command posts of
each infantry regiment, of each assault
battalion, and of the division artillery.
The SCR—-608 could call up any of these
610’s, of whose two channels one was
tuned to the control set aboard the
Biscayne, the other to the common divi-
sion frequency.3®

Among the units of KooL Force, an
unofficial FM command net proved use-
ful, employing armored force radios of
the standard soo type. An SCR-p509
aboard the Orizaba, headquarters ship of
KooL Force, opened for business at o800
on 10 July. The net took in the head-
quarters of Combat Command B, 1st
Armored Division; the headquarters of
the 18th Regimental Combat Team; the
headquarters of the 142d Armored
Signal Company aboard an LST (land-
ing ship, tank); and the beachmaster.
Five reserve SCR-509’s were held aboard
the Orizaba to be doled out as staff
parties went ashore. This improvised net

® (1) Jackson, Tactical Com in World War 1I,
pt. I, Sig Com in the Sicilian Campaign, pp. 45—46.
(2) Notes on Sig Com of US. Troops in Opn
Husky, Oct 43, p. 6. (3) Ltr, Maj W. H. Crook,
SigC, to DCSigO, 24 Jul 43, sub: Sig Com in
Sicily. Sicily folder, SigC Hist Sec file.

For favorable comment on the 6oo series of FM
sets in amphibious operations, see the Sicily fold-
er, passim.

® Jackson, Tactical Com in World War II, pt
II, p. 65.
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SCR-511 v Use AT A Hiertor Commanp Post, N SiciLy

proved highly dependable and flexible—
“priceless,” Maj. Carmon L. Clay, the
signal officer of the 2d Armored Division
called it—since it became the sole means
of communication for the command of
KooL and for the control of beach activi-
ties and unloading as the reserve units
began landing. Before midnight the en-
tire headquarters staff was ashore, albeit
scattered, since landing craft did not
always arrive at the designated beaches.
However, the FM radio net kept every-
one in contact. Further, the net remained
the only means of communication on the

following day, 11 July. On the 12th a
German tank threat was reported over
the net, and a company of tanks of the
67th Armored Regiment landed and re-
pulsed the enemy.?”

Supply in Sicily

During the g8-day campaign, the
signal supply system functioned effec-

(1) Incl, Hq 2d Armd Div, Div SigO, Rpt of
Opn Husky, pt. I, pp. 12, with Ltr, Hammond,
SigO Seventh Army, to CSigO, 11 Oct 43, sub:
Transmittal of Rpts. Sicily folder. (2) Jackson,
Tactical Com in World War II, pt. II, p. 6g.
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tively, despite initial difficulties in es-
tablishing dumps. Signal supply plan-
ning on the whole had been sound,
though wire and dry batteries were in
short supply because the troops ad-
vanced much more rapidly than anyone
had expected and used up their initial
supply of wire quickly. There were some
tight moments in the first three days
of fighting, for the assault troops had
brought in only sixty miles of assault
wire and needed more than twice that
amount.®® The shortage of both wire
and batteries remained acute until addi-
tional quantities arrived by convoy on
the fourth day.?* The gd Division
averted a similar shortage of wire only
by instituting the most extensive salvage
measures, such as sending troops out to
recover every scrap of used wire from
places where it was no longer needed.
On one occasion, the division supply
officer sent a truck on a 200-mile round
trip to pick up a fresh supply of wire
from the nearest dump.® As for radios,
the 1st Division reported that only the
unceasing efforts of the repairmen of the
detachment from the 177th Signal Re-
pair Company kept them going.*! There
was a universal complaint over the lack
of spare parts kits supposed to be
packed with the radios, as well as a short-

#1Incl, Rpt Opn Husky, with Ltr, AAG to CG
AAF, 21 Aug 43, sub: Transmittal. SigC AC 676
Husky Opn.

® (1) Historical Report of the 1st Signal Com-
pany, 8 August 1943. SigC Hist Sec file. (2) Incl,
Ltr, 2d Lt Fred E. Parker, Sig SupO, to 8igO
Seventh Army, 23 Aug 43, sub: Lessons Learned
From Opn Husky, with Ltr, Hammond to CSigO,
11 Oct 43. Sicily folder.

“ Ltr, Gen Truscott, Hq gd Inf Div, to CO
Seventh Army, 26 Aug 43, sub: Rpt of Sig Com,
Opn Husky. Sicily folder.

“ Hist Rpt of the 1st Sig Co, 8 Aug 43.
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age of parts for the SCR-299’s and for
the mine detectors, SCR-625’s.

Nevertheless, supply generally was
far better organized than it had been
for the North African campaign. Initi-
ally, in the assault phase, signal supplies
went into signal dumps, one for each
of the subtask forces, controlled by the
subtask force signal officer and operated
by the storage and issue sections of the
206th Signal Depot Company. As the
invasion progressed and control of all
units reverted to the Army, the old
supply dumps closed and new ones
opened closer to the advancing troops
they served. The three repair units of the
177th Signal Repair Company were de-
tached from their original assignment
to the assault divisions and assigned to
the storage and issue sections of the depot
company, an arrangement that worked
admirably. From AFHQ, Colonel Tully
reported to General Ingles: ‘“We
mounted the Sicilian campaign very
successfully, and it was said that this
particular group of signal units was the
best-equipped that ever went into
combat.” 42 On 2% July, the Palermo
Signal Supply Depot opened in a
captured Italian engineer depot. Since
the engineers had communications re-
sponsibility in the Italian Army, the
engineer depot housed large quantities
of usable signal items, which Colonel
Hammond’s signal troops at once took
over and started issuing along with
American equipment.*3

2 (1) Ltr, Sig SupO Seventh Army to SigO
Seventh Army, 20 Aug 43, sub: Hist of Sig Sup in
Sicily. Sicily folder. (2) Ltr, Tully, DCSigO
AFHQ, to CSigO, 11 Sep 43. SCIA file 23 Tully
Rpts 1.

8 Seventh Army Rpt, Sicilian Campaign, p. M-
17.
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Photography

Four photographic units, two each
from the 196th and 163d Signal Photo-
graphic Companies, accompanied the in-
vading force into Sicily. Each unit con-
sisted of one officer cameraman and six
enlisted cameramen.** Actual photo-
graphic coverage began some thirty days
before the invasion date when the
cameramen made a complete pictorial
record of the vast preparations then
under way. The primary purpose was
to furnish scenes to be used for a pro-
jected full-length feature film on the in-
vasion, but as it turned out they were
widely used for other purposes. News-
reel companies used the films extensively
to demgnstrate to audiences the thor-
oughness with which the Army prepared
for an invasion. The War Department
Bureau of Public Relations character-
ized the film as “magnificent” and rated
it “the most perfect war coverage in the
photographic medium seen during this
war.” 48

All  together, thirty-eight Army
combat photographers covered the cam-
paign. Thirty-two of them were attached
to various tactical units, and six men,
specially assigned, were under the direct
control of Seventh Army. The men as-
signed directly to Seventh Army proved
highly effective because they could be
shifted about whenever and wherever
their services were required. Once again,

“ (1) Seventh Army Rpt, Sicilian Campaign, p.
M-14. (2) SigC Participation in the Sicilian Cam-
paign, app. D to Sig Opns Plan, p. 47.

% (1) Seventh Army Rpt, Sicilian Campaign,
p- M—14. (2) Ltr, Chief Pictorial Br WD BPR to
ACofS G-2 AFHQ, g1 Jul 43, sub: Film Recd of
Invasion Rehearsal. Copy in SigC Participation
in the Sicilian Campaign, p. 124.
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as in North Africa, the advantages of
a flexible organization were demon-
strated.** Two cameramen volunteered
for duty with the 82d Airborne Division.
One of them was assigned to a glider
unit, but the other found himself at-
tached to the posth Parachute Infantry.
Although he had never made a para-
chute jump before, he dropped with the
unit behind the enemy lines on the night
of g—10 July.

During the period 10 July to g1
August, Signal Corps photographers sent
the War Department 8,200 still pictures,
56,500 feet of g5-mm. negative, and
1,650 feet of 16-mm. picture Koda-
chrome, The War Department Board
of Review, judging the material “ex-
tremely interesting,” forwarded an offi-
cial commendation to the Seventh Army
for the “prompt and efficient” manner
in which photographic coverage of the
campaign was handled.*

New Types of Signal Units
in Sicily

New units and services appeared in
Sicily, for example, the SIAM service,
SIAM standing for signal information
and monitoring. This was an outgrowth
of the British | service, as developed in
the British Eighth Army in North
Africa*®* A friendly radio intercept

“See Thompson, Harris, et al.,
“ (1) Ltr, AG NATO to CG Seventh Army, 14

Sep 43, sub: Photographs. Copy in SigC Participa-
tion in the Sicilian Campaign, p. 122. (2) Sev-
enth Army Rpt, Sicilian Campaign, p. M~14.

“*See Thompson, Harris, et al., The Test, p.
[537. | The letters SIAM originally stood for staff
information and monitoring, but quickly became,
in American usage, signal information and moni-
toring. The latter meaning is used throughout this
volume.
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service, ] was designed to monitor radio
traffic between front-line units and to
report what it overheard to higher
headquarters. Thus staff officers might
learn the current situation touching their
own troops much more quickly than they
could hope to be notified through rou-
tine reports sent up through normal
channels. Since the ] service could not
listen to all radio nets of the front-line
units at the same time, it was supple-
mented by the “phantom’™ service—a
system wherein liaison officers obtained
information from listening to radios of
regiment, division, and corps staffs and
transmitted it to higher headquarters.
During the Tunisia Campaign, the
United States II Corps as well as
the British First and Eightli Armies had
used improvised units for staff monitor-
ing, but, in May 1943, the theater com-
mander asked Washington to activate
signal information and monitoring com-
panies on the basis of one per army.*
In the meantime, for Husky, the Amer-
icans borrowed two British ] officers and
drew upon the 1st and gd Divisions’
radio intelligence platoons for personnel.

As the American forces developed the
J service, it served two purposes: to in-
form higher commands of the state of
operations in forward units, and to pro-
vide information concerning abuses in
security and procedure. The SIAM or
] service in Sicily appears to have oper-
ated faithfully but rather unevenly, as
could be expected from the makeshift
arrangement. Most of the emphasis was
placed on monitoring for security in-
fractions, and numerous breaches were

® Lir, Asst AG Hq NATO to TAG, 19 May 43,
sub: Sig Monitoring Co. SigC IS 321 Sig Monitor-
ing Co.
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detected and reported.®® Apparently
Seventh Army made little use of the
other half of the ] function.®® In fact
Colonel Williams of II Corps did not
use it at all, feeling that “entirely er-
roneous concepts were obtained from
eavesdropping and from the reports of
inexperienced, irresponsible liaison offi-
cers.” 52 Nevertheless, at the close of the
campaign the 15th Army Group thought
well enough of the results achieved to
go on record as strongly in favor of the
formation of special units constituting
a SIAM service, to be separate from the
radio intelligence units.

Another new development was one
whose seeds went back to the North
African campaign. Runners, motorcycle
messengers, and automobile couriers had
long attended every signal center. But
airplanes provided the swiftest means.
In North Africa the Air Dispatch Letter
Service had utilized small field artillery
liaison planes and sometimes larger
planes lent by the Air Forces for the
convenience of corps and army message
centers. This pioneer air dispatch system
proved so valuable that thereafter it was
used in campaigns throughout the war.%*
At the close of the campaign in Sicily,
Colonel Hammond urged that “Piper
cubs or equivalent light planes, with

® (1) Seventh Army Rpt, Sicilian Campaign,
p. M-14. (2) SigC Participation in the Sicilian
Campaign, pp. 116-18. (3) Opn Rpt, g151st SIAM
Co (A Typical SIAM Company), p. 1. Opn Rpts
RG 207 Admin 572-C.

St A tactical situation involving armored units
deploying on a wide front offers more opportuni-
ties for exploiting J information. Hq Fifth Army
SigO, Tentative Operation and Training Manual
for the Signal Information and Monitoring Service,
p. 4. SigC Hist Sec file.

#MS Comment, Williams, Jul 59.

“Notes on Sig Com of U.S. Troops in Opn
Husky, p. 6.

5 Interv, SigC Hist Sec with Tully, 22 Aug 58.
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operation and maintenance personnel,
must be provided the Signal Corps for
army and corps messenger or courier
service on the basis of six for army
headquarters and three for corps head-
quarters.” AFHQ agreed but added that
helicopters would be even better because
they could land on dirt roads and very
small fields in nearly any sort of
weather.%s

Still another very new type of Signal
Corps unit in Sicily was the 2650th
Radio Relay Station Company, or rather
two detachments of it. The company had
already existed a few brief months, since
the first of the year, as Company D of
the 829th Signal Service Battalion. Com-
pany D, 829gth Signal Service Battalion,
with a crew of civilian engineers from
the Fort Monmouth laboratories, had
rendered a valuable service installing
and operating the Army’s first very high
frequency (VHF) radio relay system,
improvised from FM Motorola police
sets that provided an excellent single-
channel teletypewriter circuit, over the
mountaintops from Algiers to Tunisia.?

In March 1943 the distinctive con-
tribution of Company D had received
recognition with a change of name to
the 2650oth Radio Relay Station Com-
pany. In midyear, while some detach-
ments went to Sicily, others extended

% (1) Hq Seventh Army, annex to Notes on the
Sicilian Campaign, p. 11. SCIA 23. (2) Notes on
Sig Com of U.S. Troops in Opn Husky, Oct 43,
p.(?;.lpt. Henry N. Blanchard, Jr., commander of
the gth Infantry Division signal company, urged
either a Piper Cub or helicopter for every division
message center. Ltr, Blanchard to CG Seventh
Army, Attn: 8igO, 2 Sep 43, sub: Studies T/BA.

Sicily folder.

% (1) See Thompson, Harris, et al., The Test,
(2) Interv, SigC Hist Sec with Capt Oliver
D. Perkins and Joseph H. Durrer, Jan 45. SigC
Hist Sec file,
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the Algiers-Tunis channel over a 4o-
mile hop to Cape Bon, a 6o-mile jump
thence to the small isle of Pantelleria,
thence a tremendous leap of about 150
miles to the British fortress island,
Malta. In Sicily the detachments erected
a station atop Cape Gallo, near Palermo,
where to their surprise they found in-
tact a German radio relay set of the
decimeter type. They then installed
another station located diagonally across
the triangular island, at Mt. Laura,
near the British sector headquarters at
Syracuse.®"

Plans originally called for Company
E of the 829th Signal Service Battalion
to furnish pigeon communications for
Husky; thus two elements of the same
battalion would have supplied simul-
taneously in Sicily one of the oldest and
one of the newest modes of communi-
cation. Because of a scarcity of air trans-
port for pigeoneers, no pigeons were used
in Sicily. Colonel Hammond later stated
that pigeons could have been used to
great advantage in many instances. Units
sent into the mountains to clear enemy
points of resistance were out of com-
munication with their parent organiza-
tions for as long as twenty-four hours,
under radio silence to achieve surprise.
In such cases pigeon messengers might
have served well.?®

Wire Communications

Mountaintop radio proved to be the
only effective way of using FM after the

5 (1) Interv, SigC Hist Sec with Perkins and
Durrer, Jan 45. (2) History of Company D, 82gth
Signal Service Battalion, sec. H, pp. §-6, in the
personal files of 1st Lt R. W. Reed, SigC. (3)
Seventh Army Rpt, Sicilian Camgpaign, p. M—g.

& Seventh Army Rpt, Sicilian Campaign, p. M-
13
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STRINGING WIRE beside the Messina road.

Allies drove into the interior of Sicily,
for the high hills cut off VHF radia-
tions and reduced the effectiveness of
AM radio as well®® Wire and cable,
therefore, became all the more impor-
tant and an increasing problem in ratio
to the speed of the pursuit. Through-
out the campaign wire and cable, either
single circuit lines or carrier, whenever
carrier techniques could be applied to
increase the traffic capacity, received
heavy use. Commercial wire lines in
Sicily were not extensive, and those that
existed were badly damaged. Rehabili-
tating them was time consuming, but
it had to be done on a large scale.

® Notes on Sig Com of US. Troops in Opn
Husky, p. 6.
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Shortages and unusually severe sabotage
added to the troubles imposed by the
unexpectedly heavy demand.®

Signal troops of the gd Infantry Di-
vision endured a grueling test in the
third phase of the campaign, during the
advance from San Stefano to Messina.
The division met determined German
resistance on a narrow coastal road
backed by mountains. The road along
the coast offered a natural wire axis,
but the route lay under interdicting ar-
tillery fire and was subject to the hazards
of demolitions and numerous German
mine fields laid at strategic points, Pre-
vious pole lines were utterly demolished.
The wire crews laid their wire on the
ground. The 214-ton trucks the wiremen
ordinarily used would have hopelessly
blocked traffic on the narrow road, so
the men payed out the wire from small
l4-ton trucks at first and fought a con-
stant battle to maintain the line despite
the ravages of enemy shellfire and the
damage inflicted by friendly vehicles.

Soon the operation developed into a
series of enveloping movements, a regi-
ment at a time struggling over moun-
tainous terrain impassable to any vehicle,
where even pack animals could travel
only with the greatest difficulty. Signal-
men crept over the rocky, trackless
mountainside, laying the wire by hand—
a p-mile stretch at San Fratello and a
2o-mile line from San Marco to Mirto
to Naso, Where mules could go, they
carried the wire; where they could not,
the men carried it. For the fifteen miles
from St. Angelo di Brolo to Patti, they
laid two lines of W-130 over terrain
devoid of trails. One 6-mile stretch of

® (1) Seventh Army Rpt, Sicilian Campaign, p.
M-5. (2) SigC Participation in the Sicilian Cam-
paign, pp. 8g—go.
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line on a narrow winding road from the
coastal road to San Marco took a night-
marish twenty-four hours to lay; the
route was under constant shellfire and
was being used by three battalions of
artillery.®' Infantrymen, groping their
way forward in darkness, often broke
the precious wire by using it as a guide-
line.%2

General Truscott, commanding the
3d Division, also had words of praise
for the radio operators. He said that
on one occasion, when the infantry oc-
cupied a hill position where no vehicle
could follow, the officer and operators in
charge of an SCR-193 in a lj4-ton truck
“displayed extraordinary courage in
continuing to operate the set from an
exposed position on the flat ground out-
side the main lines.” ¢

Colonel Williams, signal officer of the
II Corps, later wrote of his wire prob-
lems. “The Sicilian campaign was more
in the nature of a horse race,” he said.
“We moved the Corps CP fourteen
times in thirty-eight days.” He had
heard meanwhile that the Signal Corps
was developing an entirely new duplex,
multichannel radio relay system (it
would reach the field early in 1944 as
AN/TRC-1, 3, and 4) . “While we were
moving so fast through the mountains

® Ltr, Truscott, Hq gd Inf Div, to CG Seventh
Army, 26 Aug 43, sub: Rpt of Sig Com, Opn
Husky. Sicily folder.

% “We repeatedly stumbled into the wrong ra-
vines trying to keep hold of our only guide, the
thin phone wire laid along the ground from
rendezvous to C.P. [command post].” Franklyn
A. Johnson (formerly a 1st Division second lieu-
tenant commanding a platoon on Mount Pellegrino
in Aug 43), One More Hill (New York: Funk and
Wagnalls Co., 1949), p. 111.

% Ltr, Truscott, Hq gd Inf Div, to CG Seventh
Army, 26 Aug 43, sub: Rpt of Sig Com, Opn
Husky. Sicily folder.
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with practically no wire lines,” Williams
wrote to Col. James D. O’Connell in
the Washington headquarters, “I cer-
tainly wished I had something like the
radio carrier equipment you are work-
ing on. I had visualized such a system
... but had no idea you had progressed
so much along those lines.” %

The Army would have to wait a few
months for this tremendously important
development, and meanwhile spiral-
four field cable filled the gap. Hardly
anyone felt entirely satisfied with this
first spiral-four (it would be greatly im-
proved by the time of the Normandy
invasion) , but it was the best wire avail-
able for corps use.®s The II Corps’ 53d
Signal Battalion installed hundreds of
miles of spiral-four in Sicily—in fact
some 1,500 miles of wire lines of all
kinds as the men kept up with the
ground forces. In the five weeks of rapid
combat that drove the Germans com-
pletely out of Sicily by late August, the
Signal Corps men with the II Corps
maintained wire contacts with all the
units except for one division that ran
ahead and was out of reach for two
days, except by radio.®

As the troops pressed from Palermo
to Messina, signalmen encountered

® (1) Ltr, Williams, SigO II Corps, to O’Connell,

0C8ig0, 29 Oct 43. SCIA file 45 Misc, European
Theater, N Through R, folder i. (2) MS Com-
ment, Dr. Harold A. Zahl and Amory H. Waite,
U.S. Army Signal Research and Development Lab-
oratories (USASRDL), Ft. Monmouth, Jul 59.

®% (1) Ltr, Williams to O’Connell, 2g Oct 43.
(2) MS Comment, Williams, Jul 59. (3) Hq
AFHQ, Report of Lessons Learned in Operation
Husky (Sig Sec). (4) Extract, par. 21 of Litr,
SigO Seventh Army to DCSig0 AFHQ, in Ltr,
DCSigd AFHQ to CSigO Fifth Army, 23 Aug 43.
Sicily folder.

“Rpt, Williams, Hq II Corps SigO, 24 Aug 43,
sub: Sig Com. SCIA file 124 (2000-3) Lessons and
Rpts of Opns.



SICILY AND ITALY

another formidable obstacle. The re-
treating enemy had placed mines liber-
ally along the pole line route and the
railroad right of way, which the wire
lines usually followed. As a result of
earlier experience in the North African
campaign, special signal teams had been
trained to find and remove the deadly
devices. These teams rendered invalu-
able service in Sicily and Italy. Their
weapons were mine detectors, SCR-—
625, developed by the National Defense
Research Committee (NDRC) at the
request of the Corps of Engineers, but
procured, stored, and issued by the
Signal Corps.®” The SCR-625 was very
effective in detecting metallic mines,
but in the latter stages of the campaign
signalmen encountered a number of
wooden mines and at least one plastic
mine.%® Experienced men using the SCR
-625 could usually detect the wooden
mines because of the nails used to con-
struct them, but nonmetallic plastic
mines were obviously going to demand
a new kind of detector.®®

By 1% August, the last organized Ger-
man and Italian resistance had been
cleared from Sicily. Colonel Hammond
summed up a few statistics. His signal
troops had rehabilitated a total of
2,457 circuit miles of wire (950 miles
figured in pole line miles, 4,916 in
wire miles). AGF signalmen alone had
installed 1,800 miles of spiral-four cable.

® (1) Baxter, Scientists Against Time, pp. rooff.
(2) James J. Cerruti, Historical Narrative of the
Philadelphia Signal Corps Procurement District
(1945) , I1, 622-26 (hereafter cited as Hist, PSCPD) .
SigC Hist Sec file. (3) MS Comment, Lt. Gen James
D. O’Connell (Ret.), former CSigO, Jul 5g.

% Seventh Army, Notes on the Sicilian Cam-
paign, pp. 13, 21.

® Plastic Mine Detector AN/PRS-1 went into
production early in 1944. Cerruti, Hist, PSCPD,
p. 6a4.
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In 42 days, radio operators had handled
8,303 incoming and outgoing radio mes-
sages constituting 885,943 word groups.™

A greater satisfaction lay in the gen-
eral evaluation of Signal doctrine and
Signal methods as reflected in the per-
formance of the troops and the equip-
ment. By this yardstick, Signal Corps
participation in the campaign was a
success that augured well for the greater
campaigns to come.

The Italian Campaign

While the campaign in Sicily was in
progress, the United States Fifth Army
was readying its troops and perfecting
its plans for launching an assault on the
Italian mainland. Fifth Army had been
activated on 5 January 1943, at Oujda,
Morocco, under the command of Lt.
Gen. Mark W. Clark. It comprised in-
itially the major elements of battle-wise
United States Army troops that had been
assigned to the Western and Center Task
Forces in the North African invasion.
Months of training and planning, which
had to be revised many times as the
tactical situation changed, culminated
on g September when Fifth Army under-
took AVALANCHE, the operation aimed
at seizing the port of Naples. For the
invasion, Fifth Army consisted of the
U.S. VI Corps and the British 10 Corps,
striking simultaneously at points around
Salerno, south of Naples. The mission
of 10 Corps was to seize Salerno, the
Monte Corvino airdrome, and passes
northwest of Salerno, while VI Corps
was to secure the high ground covering
the Salerno plain. The operations were

™ (1) Seventh Army Rpt, Sicilian Campaign,

p. M-g. (2) SigC Participation in the Sicilian
Campaign, p. 111,
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to be supported by British and U.S.
naval task forces, and by the U.S. XII
Air Support Command.™

Under supervision of 15th Army
Group, Clark's signal officer, General
Moran, and his staff had prepared a
signal plan much like the one used suc-
cessfully in Sicily. It provided for com-
munications at every stage—in convoy,
on a command ship during the initial
stages of the assault, for shore com-
munications, for air communications,
and progressively for tactical and ad-
ministrative links as the assault waves
landed and began consolidating their
positions.™

Once again the Ancon would serve as
Army headquarters ship, with Navy ra-
dio transmitters and receivers set up
to work Army circuits, operated by a
detachment of twelve men of the 6gd
Signal Battalion, together with a detach-
ment of 7 British cipher experts.”® Ad-
ditional Signal Corps troops aboard
other ships in the convoy and slated to
land on D-day included a 64-man de-
tachment of the 74th Signal Company
to furnish shore communications for the
shore battalion and for the engineer
shore regiment headquarters; a 25-man
detachment of the 812th Signal Port
Service Company to provide for initial
storage and issue of signal supplies; 40
officers and men of the p57th Signal
Battalion to handle communications in-
itially for the VI Corps; and the g6th
Signal Company, which served the g6th

™ (1) Fifth Army GO 1, 5 Jan 43.
Army Hist, I, 25-28.

Hq Fifth Army, Sig an. 6 to FO 1, sec. II,
Mission and Signal Plan. There is a copy in
folder entitled Italy, SigC Hist Sec file.

®Ibid. Command post of the VI Corps afloat
was the USS Funston; of the 10 Corps, HM.JS.
Hilary; of the 36th Division, USS Samuel Chase.

(2) Fifth
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Infantry Division. There was also a 12-
man photographic detachment of the
2625th Signal Service Regiment to fur-
nish a pictorial record of the assault;
a public relations detachment outfitted
with a Dukw-mounted radio set; and
14 men of a SIAM unit to cover signal
information and monitoring.”

Assault Communications
at Salerno

When already three days at sea, and

while converging upon the Gulf of

™ (1) Fifth Army, Signal Section Unit History,
Month of September 1943 (hereafter referred to
as Fifth Army, Sig Sec Hist, with date cited).
SigC Hist Sec file. (2) Typical SIAM Co (31518t
SIAM Co), pp. 2-6. (3) Hq Fifth Army, Sig an.
6 to FO 1, app. A, Enumeration of $igC Troops.
(4) Hq 15th AGp, Report of Visit to Fifth Army
Units, 23-28 September 1943 (Col Kerineth F.
Zitzman), go Sept 43 (hereafter cited as Zitzman
Rpt).
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Salerno, the convoy ships’ radios picked
up General Eisenhower’s announcement
of the end of hostilities with Italy.
Italy’s withdrawal from the war was a
boost to troop morale, but it left the
AVALANCHE mission unchanged. On
board the convoy vessels, all radios
maintained silence except for one
receiver that stood continuous watch
on channel A-8, over which came
hourly intelligence reports from 15th
Army Group headquarters in Bizerte
and from the photoreconnaissance unit
at La Marsa airfield in Tunis. Shortly
before midnight on the night of 8 Sep-
tember the moon went down, and in the
ensuing darkness the first assault waves
left the convoy vessels standing some
twelve miles off the beaches to avoid the
mine fields.”

The Germans were not caught by
surprise. As the first assault waves
reached the beach, enemy artillery, mor-
tar, and machine gun fire began to rake
the landing areas. German resistance
was far heavier than it had been at the
invasion of Sicily. The g6th Division
was pinned to the beaches for several
hours before it was able to struggle in-
land. The men, coming to the beaches
almost unprotected, had no time to
handle communications equipment with
care and patience. Signal equipment
losses for the division ran high.™

While the convoy was still at sea, each
man of the g§6th Signal Company had

*® (1) Fifth Army Hist, 1, go—g2. (z) Fifth
Army, Sig Sec Hist, Sep 43, pp. 2-3-
* (1) Fifth Anny, Sig Sec Hist, Sep 43. (2) Maj

Arvo N. Niemi, Sig SupO, Fifth Army, Rpt to
SigO Fifth Army, 6 Oct 43, sub: History of Signal
Supply in Italy for AvaLancHE (U.S) (hereafter
cited as Niemi Rpt). Italy folder, SigC Hist Sec
file. (3) Hq NATOUSA, Tng Mcmo §, Lessons
from the Italian Campaign, 10 Mar 44, pp. 1718,

" Consolidated History of Signal Corps
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been thoroughly briefed in his partic-
ular duty. The company landed its sec-
tions in the order of their immediate
utility in relation to the entire assault
plan—first the radio teams, then the
construction platoon, the telephone and
telegraph section, the message center sec-
tion, and finally the headquarters group.
Since radio circuits are the first links
to serve an assault force, the men from
the radio section landed with the first
assault waves, making their way up the
beach with their SCR-536’s, the
“handie-talkies.” Radio reconnaissance
jeeps with long-range, mobile SCR-193
sets mounted in them provided the first
communications with VI Corps head-
quarters at sea, with reconnaissance
elements of the landed force, and in
division and Fifth Army nets. Amphib-
ious 2l4-ton trucks, Dukws, carrying
complete SCR—499 radio stations, kept
communications linked between ships
and shore during landing operations,
and later on drove ashore to extend VI
Corps communications to points off the
Continent.”™ In the early morning dark-
ness, members of radio teams often be-
came separated, and as a result many
teams were unable to operate.” Until
1000, six and a half hours after the
first landings had begun, communication
between divisions and their subordinate
units remained practically impossible.
Corps and division signal officers felt
that not enough communications equip-
ment was loaded to land early. Shortly
thereafter, the situation improved
slightly, but many unit commanders con-
tinued to resort to messengers, who

(g6th
Signal Company), pp. 1—2. ETOUSA Sig Sec Ad-
min 572-A, Opns Rpt folder.

* Fifth Army Hist, I, g2.
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scuttled about in jeeps and small boats.™

An 18-man detail from the g6th Sig-
nal Company patrolled the beaches on
D-day to receive the reconnaissance cars,
jeeps, and other vehicles so necessary to
the signal work at hand. The construc-
tion teams of the g6th came in with the
regiments, and, since only one wire-lay-
ing vehicle was ashore at this crucial
point, the men borrowed infantry jeeps
to bring up the wire across the rutted,
mine-strewn roads. Under almost con-
stant enemy artillery fire, they strung

® {1) Hq NATOUSA, Tng Memo g, Lessons

from the Italian Campaign, 10 Mar 44, pp 17-18.
(2) Zitzman Rpt.

go miles of wire the first day, connect-
ing lines from the regimental command
posts to the division command post. The
telephone and telegraph section, which
followed the construction teams, brought
ashore just enough equipment for the
first installations—4 switchboards, 15
telephones, g miles of assault wire, 114
miles of field wire, 6 telegraph sets, and
3 reels. By midnight the men had in
operation a switching central and locals
to all landed units.30

Signal supplies, which must be
brought up quickly in any assault, be-

% Consolidated Hist of SigC (36th Sig Co), p. 3.
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gan to be discharged on the beaches
about 1000 in such quantity that the
25 men assigned to the storage and is-
sue platoon of the 812th Signal Port
Service Company were barely able to
keep up with the work of handling
them. The men split into two groups
and established two signal dumps on
two different beaches about a half mile
inland. By 1500, considerably earlier
than expected, they were able to start
issuing replacement items to troops who
had lost their equipment in either the
landings or the drive inland. Since the
beaches were mined and further pro-
tected by wire entanglements, the first
calls were for mine detectors, radios,
and wire cutters. A little later, as the
troops began consolidating their posi-
tions, they started asking for
switchboards. Fortunately, neither of the
signal dumps was bombed, but a signifi-
cant quantity of signal supplies was lost
aboard the Liberty ship Gerhard, which
the enemy bombed and sank in the
bay.8!

On board the Ancon, the common
message center used by both Army and
Navy worked very well. Communica-
tions afloat proved most satisfactory,
and co-operation between the two serv-
ices was “perfect.” # By pooling the
cipher machines of the two services, the
men were able to handle all the en-
coding work quickly and efficiently. All
Army circuits aboard the Ancon opened
at H-hour on D-day and established con-
tact with all stations within a few
hours. The Ancon herself had a narrow

& (1) Niemi Rpt. (2) Ltr, SigO Fifth Army to
DSig0 AFHQ, 26 Sep 48, with extracts from
Ltr, Tully to Ingles, 17 Oct 43. Italy folder, SigC
Hist Sec file. (g) Zitzman Rpt.

8 Zitzman Rpt.
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escape in Salerno harbor, earning the
nickname Lucky. German bombers
sought her out for special attention. But
though they dropped bombs near
enough to cause some damage, they
failed to sink the ship.%®

In the late afternoon of D-day, Al-
lied officers went ashore to seek a suit-
able site for Fifth Army's command
post, and on the following day General
Moran’s deputy signal officer, Lt. Col.
Francis E. Kidwell, arranged for the
63d Signal Battalion troops, Dukw-
mounted radios, and communications,
message center, and code room equip-
ment to be put ashore.® ,

Good communications were a neces-
sity, especially in the Salerno area, be-
cause the American and British elements
of the Fifth Army had landed on wide-
ly separated beaches. Lt. Col. Frederick
C. Lough, commander of the 63d Signal
Battalion, succeeded in establishing
communications between the two forces
when his men piloted one of the radio
Dukws over the battle-torn roads al-
most to the enemy’s lines and there
made contact with the British head-
quarters. The position of the 63d soon
became precarious, along with those of
the British 10 Corps on its left flank
and other elements of the American VI
Corps on its right. The Germans
launched a fierce attack. Soon officers
informed Colonel Lough that all the
Allied forces were pulling back. With
only four headquarters radios ashore,

S Intery, SigC Hist Sec with Capt Edwin F.
Erickson, CO 1st Sig Det aboard Ancon, 20 Nov
44. Erickson told of two British cipher experts,
aboard the Ancon, who understood German and
who eavesdropped on an enemy radic message that
gave the exact location of the headquarters ship
and ordered that she be sunk at any cost.

“Fifth Army, Sig Sec Hist, Sep 43, pp. 57
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Loughk knew that to pull back meant
shutting down communications, so he
moved the sets back one at a time in
order to keep the circuits open. It took
all of that night and most of the next
day to stagger the movement of the sets
and still keep operating, but Lough
managed it without losing any of his
equipment.®

The Germans in their drive very
nearly succeeded in splitting open the
junction between the British and Amer-
ican corps. They drove a deep wedge
between the two positions, leaving a
narrow corridor along the sea just four
miles wide. Fortunately the 63d had
brought with it from Africa eight mo-
torcycles, and Pvt. Leonard E. Revier
and Pvt. Walter H. Gray volunteered
to maintain a perilous messenger serv-
ice between the two spearheads. Over
terrain no jeeps could negotiate, they
drove day and night around dangerous
roadblocks, demolitions, and detours.
Their route, twisting and turning, to-
taled some fifty miles down from the
American areas toward the sea, skirting
the coast line for the length of the nar-
row corridor almost along the water's
edge, and then continuing up to the
British area. “We had to make time,”
Revier said, “in order to get back in
time to start out again. I got up to 6o
once, when that whistling 88 struck
barely 40 yards behind me.” 8

Other signalmen hastened to open ad-
ditional channels of communication be-
tween the two forward prongs of the

# (1) 2d Lt Edwin E. Dowell, 6654th Sig Msg
Ctr Co, Untitled Narr, p. 2. SCIA file, 105/4,
105/5, 105/6, from 1/10/43 to 4/1/44, Col Tully,
Pers. (2) Interv, SigC Hist Sec with Col Lough
(CO 63d Sig Bn), 5 Oct 44. SigC Hist Sec file.

% (1) Interv, SigC Hist Sec with Lough, 5 Oct
t4- (2) Dowell, Untitled Narr, p. 3.
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assaulting forces, bringing up wire to
supplement and replace radio, in the
traditional signal communications pat-
tern. The 2d Platoon of Company A,
63d Signal Battalion, a wire construction
platoon, landed at Paestum and un-
loaded its gear in a vineyard. Most of
the men in this group of “tough line-
men” were former employees of the
Bell Telephone Company. Their com-
manding officer, Lt. Edward L. Haynes,
was a former noncom who had spent
most of his prewar duty with the 1st
Cavalry and 2d Armored Divisions.
Their first mission was to install spiral-
four cable to the British 10 Corps,
which had landed at Salerno, some fif-
teen miles to the north.®” Haynes,
assisted by T /Sgts. Robert Mosley and
Lawrence Savage, went out to lay the
lines. For fifteen miles over rocky hills
and strange country, under the very noses
of the Germans, they laid the precious
thread of wire, working in and out of
slit trenches by day and by the light
of bomb flares at night. “That was just
the beginning of our job, not the end,”
said crew chief Sgt. William E. Black.
““They fought a stiff battle over our line
and cut it almost as fast as we could
repair it—almost, but not quite.” 88
Thus, first radio, then wire linked
together the Allied spearheads. A group
of twelve linemen from the 2d Platoon
was sent out to rehabilitate a circuit
of open wire and underground cable
between the two armies in an area still
occupied by the Germans. Their first
night out they bivouacked in a railroad
station where a long enemy ammuni-

fCapt Stanley R. Livingston, Signal Corps
Linemen in Combat, p. 2. SigC g19.7 SigC Com-
bat Narrs, item 7, SigC Hist Sec file.

* Dowell, Untitled Narr, p. 3.
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tion train sat on a siding. However, the
lieutenant in charge became uneasy and
moved his men out ahead of schedule
to a position about a mile away. They
had just settled down in their new posi-
tion when the whole train blew up with
a mighty roar. As the signalmen trav-
eled on through the area, the local
population cheered them, sometimes
identifying them as British, sometimes
as Americans. When they returned to
Fifth Army after accomplishing their
mission, they encountered an engineer
outfit “complete with cameras, PIO
[Public Information Office] men, and
broad smiles, officially meeting our Brit-
ish allies.”

By the end of September 1943, with
the plains of Salerno under firm con-
trol, the Fifth Army moved on Naples.
Communications to the rear were fast
consolidating. There were in operation
seventeen radio transmitters and four
telephone centrals: one g-position TC-
2 serving the beach area at Paestum,
a TC-2 at the headquarters command
post, and BD-g6’s at the rear echelon
and at Battipaglia. Army switchboards
were serving 118 local subscribers. A
TC-3 teletype switchboard at the com-
mand post provided teletype service to
the U.S. VI and the British 10 Corps.
Spiral-four with carrier equipment was
operating between VI Corps command
post and the gd Division. Already traf-
fic processed through the code rooms
and transmitted by radio and teletype
had built up to an average of 23,000
code groups per day, straining the avail-
able cipher machines to the utmost. The
ADLS, utilizing two cub airplanes, was
operating on regular schedules. The

% Livingston, SigC Linemen in Combat, p. 2.
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SIAM, or ] service, was producing good
results, and the 117th and 128th Radio
Intelligence Companies were at work
intercepting and studying enemy mes-
sages. A photographic laboratory arrived
and set up for business. The separate
radio channel and Dukw-mounted
equipment for public relations proved
to be particularly fortunate. They not
only provided rapid means for the
transmission of news, they also took a
considerable load off the tactical means
of communication. General Moran re-
ported that “the PRO and correspond-
ents without exception have been quite
lavish in their praise of the manner in
which press traffic has been handled.” %

Signal Problems in the Autumn
and Winter

The fierce Italian campaign was just
beginning in that autumn of 1943, to
continue long and sharp up the whole
length of the peninsula. By the time
the Volturno phase began on 12-13
October, more signal troops had arrived.
The 715t Signal Company (Special) and
the remaining troops of the 63d Signal
Battalion went to work operating the
message center, code room, switchboard,
and radios of the Fifth Army command
post. The 5ist Signal Battalion crossed
from Sicily and was assigned to signal
operations in the Fifth Army rear eche-
lon. The 229th Signal Operation Com-
pany was .assigned to install and
operate the message center and switch-
board at Maddaloni, the switchboard at

® (v) Fifth Army, Sig Sec Hist, Sep 48. (2) Lurs,

“Dick” (Moran) to Tully, AFHQ, 26 Sep, 28 Sep,
and 1 Oct 43, no sub. SCIA file 104 Fifth Army.
{g) Ltr, Brig Gen Moran (Ret) to Dr. George
Raynor Thompson, 25 May 8.
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Avellino, and the carrier installations
at Portici and Salerno. The 212th Sig-
nal Depot Company went to Santa
Maria to open Signal Depot No. 65.*

The rehabilitation of existing wire
systems soon put a heavy strain on the
limited number of signal troops. Ex-
cept for one fortunate find, an under-
ground cable along the railroad from
Paestum to Pontecargano, practically all
wire facilities had been thoroughly
wrecked by the retreating Germans.
“There are no wire lines left by the
Boche,” General Moran wrote Colonel
Tully at AFHQ on 31 October. “Every-
thing has to be constructed. We are
doing all right on poles, crossarms, and
insulators, but there isn’t a foot of cop-
per other than what we can salvage in
short lengths. . . .” * Rapid repair of
the underground cable system along
Fifth Army’s main route of advance was
vital in order to relieve the strain on
other means of communication. George
Keith, a British expert who had helped
construct the Italian underground cable
system before the war, lent his expert
knowledge in the reconstruction job.%?

The AFHQ Signal Section assisted
Fifth Army to the utmost. Several weeks
before the invasion, Colonel Tully at-
tached two officers from the AFHQ Wire
Division to Army headquarters along
with other officers from the Signal Sec-
tion to form the AFHQ advanced group
for Italy. The group landed on D plus
3. A month later, after Naples was taken,
the group moved to that city. Working

@ (1) Fifth Army, Sig Sec Hist, Oct 43, p. L
(2) Ltr, Moran to Tully, 1 Oct 43. SCIA file 104
Fifth Army.

¥ Ltr, Moran to Tully, g1 Oct 43. SCIA file
104 Fifth Army.

® Ltr, Moran to Thompson, 25 May 58.

THE SIGNAL CORPS

close behind Fifth Army, AFHQ sig-
nal detachments began the build-up of
the main arterial truck line arrange-
ments throughout Italy, rehabilitating
fixed plant equipment and tying it in-
to AFHQ nets. The work of the AFHQ
detachments proved extremely valuable.
Fifth Army signal combat elements, free
of worry over communications to the
rear, could concentrate entirely on the
advance north. Meanwhile the AFHQ
control points moved steadily behind
the army, preparing for the move of
AFHQ to Italy.®

General Moran’s supply plan had
provided for expected battle losses of
an average of 10-percent excess for a
go-day period. Except for wire, which
was being consumed in greater quanti-
ties than had been expected, there were
no shortages in signal supply. During
October 798 tons of signal equipment
were issued, but wire of all kinds was
in short supply, and a few types of radios
were scarce. A little later a shortage of
spare parts for power units developed,
and the repair units found themselves
unable to repair many of the unservice-
able units on hand because of a lack of
parts.®

As the campaign progressed supply
problems eased. General Moran’s sys-
tem of complete inspection and overhaul
given all signal items turned in by troops
substantially reduced the demands for
new equipment. Moran placed repair
units at depots under control of depot

® (1) Hist, Sig Sec AFHQ, pp. 98, 111, and

app. E, Hist Rpt of Wire Div, p. 8.
SigC Hist Sec with Tully, 22 Aug 58.

® (1) Niemi Rpt. (2) Ltr, Maj Edwin O. Earl,
Sig Off ExecO, to SigO SOS NATOUSA, go Jan
44, sub: Sig Sup Matters, Fifth Army. SCIA file,
unnumbered, Rpts Misc North African Theater,
S Through Z, folder 1.

(2) Interv,
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commanders, who augmented the re-
pair labor force by hiring Italian civil-
ians.?®

Equipment shortages could be rem-
edied far more easily than shortages
in skilled men, and personnel problems
plagued Moran throughout the cam-
paign. The 63d Signal Battalion was
spread thin. A battalion, according to
the tables, was supposed to operate three
of the big long-distance SCR-299 ra-
dio sets, but Colonel Lough, the com-
mander of the 63d, reported that at
one time he had seventeen of the sets
in almost continuous operation. That
really meant continuous operation, he
said, twenty-four hours a day.”

Signal officers in North Africa, Sicily,
and Italy often felt that staff planning
in Washington, especially at the War
Department level, was unrealistic, not
yet fully aware of the actual communica-
tions needs of such a war as World War
Il was proving to be. Time after time
General Moran in Fifth Army and Col-
onel Tully at AFHQ improvised meth-
ods and services to fit the occasion.®®
For example, Moran organized thor-
oughly unorthodox wire salvage com-
panies, the bulk of personnel made up

* (1) SCIA file 104 Fifth Army, passim. (2) Ltr,
Moran to Thompson, 25 May 58.

“ Interv, SigC Hist Sec with Lough, 5 Oct 44.

* Moran had to improvise the following services
among others: SIAM; special field artillery radio
net; special commanders’ radio nets in corps and
divisions; tactical reconnaissance and photographic
reconnaissance broadcast systems; special radio
circuits for press dispatches to the United States
and the United Kingdom; special teletype circuits
for the exclusive use of the supply system and the
military intelligence system; special requirements
for Office of Strategic Services, Allied Military
Government, and Special Services. Ltr, Moran to
Hodges, Third Army, San Antonio, Tex., 12 Nov
43, sub: Answers to Questions Regarding Sig
Com, Fifth Army. SCIA file 23 Tully Rpts 3.
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of former Italian soldiers, together with
a few key Fifth Army signalmen. These
companies recovered the wire that sig-
nal troops had no time to salvage in
the heat of the campaign. Immediately
in the wake of the advancing troops,
the salvage companies gathered up the
abandoned wire, took it to depots, tested
it, and repaired it. Theirs was a valu-
able service not provided for in any
table of organization.®

Within a week after the landings at
Salerno, Moran had begun asking Tully
to alleviate his serious problem of per-
sonnel replacement. He had to obtain
at once twenty-four radio operators for
the VI Corps, he wrote, even if he had
to strip other organizations such as the
1st Armored Division. “Last night,” he
reported, “six men allegedly radio op-
erators came in. One was an infantry-
man with no communication training,
one was a barber, and the others had
only basic radio operator training. Please
get some help on this matter.” * At the
very time that Moran was writing there
were only fifteen signal replacements
within the entire theater to support de-
mands originated by signal units totaling
well over 20,000 men.19!

Colonel Tully and Maj. Gen. Walter
Bedell Smith, chief of staff of AFHQ,

® (1) Ltr, Moran to Thompson, 25 May 38
(2) Ltr, Tully to O'Connell, OCSigO, 17 Dec 43.
SCIA file, unnumbered, Rpts—Notes-Info, etc., on
Sig Opns.

1% Ltr, Moran to Tully, 17 Sep 43. SCIA file
to4. Fifth Army. “This was the personnel replace-
ment system—to which Signals had violently and
rcpeatedly objected—in operation! The replace-
ments were being made by personnel ‘experts’ who
seemed to think that a radio operator was a radio
operator, regardless of whether he was to operate
a simple regimental set or a complex fixed plant
station.” MS Comment, Tully, 22 Aug 58,

11 Hist, Sig Sec AFHQ, p. 6o.
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worked hard to secure more men. Tully
asked G-3, G—4, and Operations Di-
vision in the War Department General
Staff for 4,000 Signal Corps men and
1,000 Wacs, or at least a bare minimum
of 2,000 men and several WAC compa-
nies. “We are heading for a breakdown
in communications,” he wrote, “. .. We
have reached the breaking point insofar
as signal persomnel is concerned.” Even
so, he drew a blank. “Our troop re-
quirement studies,” he soon informed
Moran, “have been completely turned
down by the War Department.” 1%
Tully could do only one other thing,
namely close down less needed signal
stations in the theater and assign the
men to Moran, even if it meant robbing
other organizations. He thus robbed
General Patton’s Seventh Army of his
prized 1st Armored Signal Battalion over
the General’s violent objection. Patton
protested to General Smith that “such
important portions of its [Seventh
Army’s] staff as a signal battalion should
remain with it.” Tully’s rebuttal to
Smith pointed out that there was an
acute shortage of signal units, that the 1st
Armored Signal Battalion was the only
unit not previously committed, and that
therefore it must be made available for
Italy. This extreme action grew out of
Moran's warning of 13 November—“the
matter of signal troops is becoming so
serious that if help is not forthcoming
soon, something must give. . . . Lord
help us if we should sustain serious bat-
tle losses,” 108

01 tr, Tully to Moran, 2 Nov 43. SCIA file
104 Fifth Army.

1% (1) Ltr, Patton to Smith, 22 Nov 43. (2)
Memo, Tully for Smith, 24 Nov 43. Both in SCIA
file, 105/4, 105/5, 105/6, from 1/10/43 to
4/1/44, Col Tully Pers. (3) Ltr, Moran to Tully,
13 Nov 43. SCIA file 104 Fifth Army.
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Serious losses were indeed sustained.
In that winter of 1943—44, in the teeth
of strenuous opposition, linemen waded
and swam across the mountain torrents
in order to establish communications.
Field reports described the procedure.
Signal Corps crewmen tied a length of
wire or cable around a volunteer’s waist,
bade him good luck, and tried to cover
his crossing with fire support. Once over,
the swimmer had to dig in and with-
stand whatever resistance the enemy
provided, then set up for business, when
the gunfire lessened, so that communica-
tions might be established with the for-
ward units.'** In support of VI Corps in
the fighting at the Volturno, wire-string-
ing crews had to accomplish their task
several times.

In the Calore sector alone, three
crossings were necessary in order to keep
the 45th Division in touch with corps
headquarters. The difficulty, of course,
rose principally from the fact that there
were no bridges over which the reel
carts and jeeps could roll, or from the
fact that the engineer-built bridges were
in priority use by the infantry. Ordinar-
ily, the crews went approximately three
hundred yards upstream from the main
crossing, where, as in the g4th Division
sector, there was only a light ponton
bridge. This, the river, and the single,
narrow, one-way road of approach were
all under heavy attack from the air. A
mitigation, though, was the appearance
of improved spiral-four cable, which
immediately became invaluable in these

1% (1) Organizational History of the g4th Signal
Company, November 1943. 3834-S1G-o0.3 (1850)
Nov 43. (2) Maj. Gen. Harry C. Ingles, CSigO,
“Telephones Are in the Fight, on Every Battle-
ground,” Bell Telephone Magazine, XXIII, No. 1

{1944), 75. (3) CS8igO, Annual Rpt, FY 44, pp.
18-14.
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SicNAL REePAIRMAN TESTS telephone
wire in the Italian mountains.

Volturno crossings. Captured German
cable supplemented the allowance, and
thus during the first night attempt each
battalion had enough cable to string two
sets on each boat trip. The lines went
quickly out of use under enemy fire,
hoewever, and with daylight the German
machine gunners controlled the banks.
Radio took over, and meanwhile the
men grimly repaired the cables. By late
afternoon, telephone communication
was open again.!%

1 (1) Ltr, Lt Col Richard J. Meyer, CO yyth
Sig Bn, to CG VI Corps, 29 Oct 44, sub: Rpt on
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As winter approached, the Fifth Army
drew near the Cassino corridor.’*® The
problems of maintaining communica-
tions increased in direct proportion to
the worsening weather and terrain. The
Italian mountains, passively as cold, un-
yielding, hard, and dangerous as the
active German enemy, resisted wire
stringing, radios, and any communica-
tion device that had to be moved on
wheels. No longer could linemen, for
example, work from standard military
vehicles specially designed for the work.
Instead they had to resort to mules,
carts, jeeps, and even bicycles, or, most
frequently of all, were obliged to un-
roll huge spools of wire or cable by hand.
“We have 20 men per regiment who just
carry wire and do practically nothing
else,” one divisional chief of staff re-
ported. Battalions frequently had twenty
miles of wire in operation at a time, and
their tables of organization allowed
them just about half as many men as
they needed. “For seven men to lay that
much wire and then maintain it in these
mountains,” protested a communications
officer of the 17gth Infantry, “is just too
much.” 107

The radiomen were beset with equal
woes. Weeks earlier, AFHQ had asked
Washington to search warehouses for
any old pack radios SCR-179 and SCR-
203, designed to be slung like saddlebags

Crossing of the River Volturno—Com Aspect. Unit
Hist file, SGBN-57-0.3.0 (24095) Master. (2) Hgq
NATOUSA, Tng Memo 3, Lessons from the Italian
Campaign, 10 Mar 44, pp. 55-56.

1% For a general report of this segment of the
Italian campaign, see Fifth Army at the Winter
Line (15 November 1943~15 January r944), AMERI-
CAN FORCES IN ACTION (Washington, 1945).

17 (1) Fifth Army Hist, II, 55-56; III, 47, 60. (2)
Hq NATOUSA, Tng Memo 3, Lessons from the
Italian Campaign, 10 Mar 44, pp. 67-69. (3) WD
BPR Press Release, 2 Mar 4.
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across a mule’s back, and to ship them at
once.®® Once used by the cavalry, these
ancient sets were warmly welcomed by
the troops in Italy, who made utmost
use of them. Primitive fighting con-
ditions could put a premium value on
what otherwise seemed antique equip-
ment and transport alike. Pigeons, too,
won renewed respect in the mountains,
carrying as many as three hundred
messages a week at some headquarters.’™®

Most of the carrying of signal equip-
ment of all sorts fell to the soldiers.
Hills, ridges, and peaks in all directions
interfered with transmission, especially
at the higher, line-of-sight frequencies.
The standard short-range infantry radio
was the SCR—-284. Supposedly portable,
its components, broken down for hand
carrying, remained grievously heavy.
Transporting the sets over rough terrain
often damaged them, whether they were
the ponderous 284 or the smaller
guidon set, the SCR-511. Besides, men
who could have been employed for bet-
ter purposes had to serve solely as
bearers. In addition, carrying the 511
bestowed a special hazard, for “the Ger-
mans keep a sharp lookout for radio
antennas and shell every one they
see.” 10

During the bitter and bloody fighting
along the Winter Line, Signal Corps
cameras did their best to record the ac-
tion. The 16gd Signal Photographic
Company, which had been assigned to
Fifth Army in September, arrived at

® Ler, Tully to Moran, 30 Oct 43. SCIA file
104 Fifth Army.

@ AFHQ CSigO Monthly Bull, Apr 44, pp. 13-
15, and Aug 44, p. 9.

W Ltr, CG AGF to CG's Army Ground Comds,
2 May 44, sub: Observers’ Notes on the Italian
Campaign, 1§ Dec 43-10 Mar 44. SCIA file 46
Misc Observers’ Rpts, folder g.
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Naples in mid-November. Col. Melvin
E. Gillette, AFHQ photographic officer,
had reported to Fifth Army about a
month earlier as army photographic
officer to plan photographic coverage of
the campaign. A second assignment for
Gillette, by direct War Department
order, was the planning of a feature
film on the Italian campaign.!!

After the arrival of the 163d in Italy,
Gillette was able to reorganize Fifth
Army’s photographic services to provide
greater flexibility and efficiency. He as-
signed twc 3-man photographic teams
(a motion picture cameraman, a still
photographer, and a jeep driver) to each
active front-line division area, with an
officer at division headquarters to co-
ordinate their work, Gillette controlled
all the teams from army headquarters,
with the help of assistants at each corps
headquarters. A regular courier service
visited the teams daily, collecting ex-
posed film and carrying forward supplies
and equipment. The great advantage of
the organization lay in its extreme flex-
ibility. Teams could be moved quickly
from one area to another as battle action
shifted, without the necessity of going
through command channels. In fact, the
organization worked so well that it was
used in the Mediterranean theater to the
end of the war.!2 Sharing the dangers of
the forward areas with the other com-
bat troops, the photographers took their
share of losses.!'®

Additional writers and directors ar-
rived to help on the feature film. In
early December Capt. John Huston, 1st
Lt. Jules Buck, and an 8-man camera

™M Hist, Sig Sec AFHQ, app. B, Hist Rpt of
Photo Div, pp. 7-8.

s Ibid., p. 8.

3 Ibid., p. 10.
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crew arrived in Italy to film a special
battle picture that was to depict one
infantry unit in action, as representative
of many. Working in the mountains to
the south of Cassino, the photographers
attached themselves to the 143d Infan-
try, then battling fiercely to gain a foot-
hold on Mount Sammucro, towering
high above the strategic town of San
Pietro.!* Captain Huston's task was to
tell the story of one battle as completely
as possible. The feature film he pro-
duced, eventually released under the
title The Battle of San Pietro, caught
the bloody destruction, the magnificent
heroism, and the costliness of the fight.
“On one occasion the men were totally
without ammunition and fought with
their hands and with rocks,” Huston re-
lated. “Patrols would go out with the
absolute certainty that there was no
chance of their returning ... men
jumped the barbed wire in vain attempts
to reach enemy strongpoints and, tossing
grenades through narrow gun openings,
met their death. This valley area [below
Mount Sammucro] became known .

as the Valley of Death.” 113

Operation SHINGLE

The 15th Army Group’s long-term
strategy for the capture of Rome had
been planned well before the actions
along the Winter Line began. Part of

M For an account of the struggle for Mount
Sammucro and the village of San Pietro, see Fifth
Army at the Winter Line, pp. 48-67.

5 Interv, SigC Hist Sec with Huston, APS, =23
Mar 44.

For examples of the highly commendatory re-
views that greeted public release of the film, see
The Nation, CLX (May 26, 1g45), 608; Time,
XLV (May 21, 1945), 94, 96; The New Yorker,
XXI (July 21, 1g945), 30; The New York Times,
July 14, 1945, II, 1:8,
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the planning involved an amphibious
operation by Fifth Army south of Rome.
This plan, Operation SHINGLE, originally
scheduled for late 1943, had to be aban-
doned temporarily, principally for lack
of landing craft. The second SHINGLE
plan was decided upon on Christmas
Eve, 1943. In SHINGLE, the U.S. VI
Corps would make an amphibious land-
ing in the rear of the enemy lines at
Anzio, on the western coast of Italy,
about thirty miles south of Rome. In
support of Anzio, the British 10 Corps
and the U.S. IT Corps would assault the
Gustav Line.!1¢

The Anzio landing on 22 January
1944 progressed quietly and well. Fierce
fighting came later. The signal pattern
for amphibious invasions was now well
established: equipment was water-
proofed; vehicular SCR-299’s, 193’s,
and 399’s were so loaded on the landing
craft that they would be among the first
ashore; FM radios such as the SCR-60g’s
were on hand for ship-shore communi-
cations; and special communications
ships were available. The communica-
tions ship for the VI Corps was the USS
Biscayne.’'™ The ship for the gd Division
was an LST, but it received slignt use
as a communications headquarters since
the division command post was so
quickly set up ashore. At Anzio Amer-
ican troops first used in combat the new
SCR-300, the first FM radio for the in-

18 Martin Blumenson, Anzio. The Gamble That
Failed (Philadelphia, New York: J. B. Lippincott
Company, 1963), and by the same author, Salerno
to Cassino, a forthcoming volume in the series
UNITED STATES ARMY IN WORLD WAR II.

" Inc]l 2, Hq VI Corps Of of SigO, Com in the
Anzio Beachhead, 20 Mar 44, to Ltr, Actg DCSigO
AFHQ to CSigO, 15 May 44, sub: Rpts on Sig
Com Anzio Beachhead and Opn SHINGLE. 8igC OP
g70.2 Rpt folder § Gen, 13 Jun-Jul 44.
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fantry. It was the “‘most successful
instrument yet devised for amphibious
communication,” declared Lt. Col. Jesse
F. Thomas, signal officer of the gd Divi-
sion, “Its range and reliability met or
exceeded every expectation, and estab-
lished it as the most valuable item of
radio equipment in the Division.” 1 It
had great virtues, especially in its rela-
tively light weight, about 40 pounds,
compared with the components of the
SCR-609 and 610, which totaled about
175 pounds and required the labors of
three men to carry and operate. A Signal
Corps officer who served as communica-
tions officer with the 4th Ranger
Battalion, 1st Lt. Herbert Avedon, was
especially enthusiastic about the SCR—
300’s batteries, the weak point in any
portable radio set. They were ‘“‘excep-
tionally fine,” he said, and added that,
though they were rated for but 24 hours,
he had used them successfully up to 40
hours.11®

Signal troops arriving in the Anzio-
Nettuno area found many serviceable
commercial and military wire facilities,
which they quickly restored to service.
During the first week when there was
practically no enemy opposition, signal-
men strung aerial circuits of spiral-four
cable to all the major combat units, This
was good standard practice for an offen-
sive plan, and up to this time the men
had experienced only offensive action.

48 Incl, Ltr, Thomas, SigO gd Div, to CG sd
Inf Div, 5 Feb 44, sub: Rpt of Opns 22-31 Jan 44,
with Ltr, SigO Fifth Army to CSigO's, Allied Cen-
tral Mediterranean Force AFHQ, et al., 17 Feb 44,
sub: Rpt on Com Opn SHINGLE. SCIA file 110, To
CSigO Washington, item 57.

" Memo, Sgt Richard H. Larsh, Intel and Se-
curity Div, for the O/C, 3§ May 44, sub: Tech
Intel (SigC), p. 1. SCIA file 45 Misc Rpts.
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But the situation changed suddenly. The
Germans rushed units down from the
north and pinned the assaulting forces to
the narrow beachhead with intensive ar-
tillery fire and incessant bombings. The
signal wire plan had to change quickly
to a defensive concept. All the open wire
circuits, which at first had looked so use-
ful and so easily rehabilitated, became
useless.!?¢ Fortunately, just then someone
discovered a complex system of tunnels,
and all signal installations went deep
underground. Those serving VI Corps
holed up in mid-February in a series of
dripping-wet wine cellars forty feet un-
der the town of Nettuno.!?!

Meanwhile the quantity of wire neces-
sary to maintain communications in-
creased sharply. Enemy artillery fire
repeatedly cut the wires, and bombing
and shelling frequently knocked out
command posts.”? The 57th Signal Bat-
talion laid many alternate wire lines;
when an enemy shell cut 20 of the 40
main VI Corps circuits, the alternate
routes sufficed to maintain communica-
tions to all divisions. The men ploughed
in their wire lines, using Italian farm
plows when they could not get the Sig-
nal Corps wire plow LC-61.12 The
signal battalion wire chief with an in-
fantry division reported that his outfit
laid more wire at Anzio than anywhere

# (1) Summary of Lessons Learned in Operation

SHINGLE, sec. 4, Wire Communications in a Defen-
sive Situation, AFHQ, CSigO Monthly Bull, Apr
44, p- 26. (2) Incl 2, Com in the Anzio Beachhead,
20 Mar 44, p. 9.

2 Inc] 1, Ltr, Lough, CO 63d Sig Bn, to SigO
Fifth Army, 14 Feb 44, sub: Visit to Anzio Beach-
head, with Ltr, Tully to Ingles, 12 Mar 44. SCIA
file 110, To CSig0 Washington, item go.

2 Fifth Army Hist, IV, 163.

1% (1) Ltr, Lough to SigO Fifth Army, 14 Feb 44.
(2) Fifth Army Hist, IV, 163.



58

in North Africa or Sicily. “Twice our
CP was blasted over our heads,” he re-
lated, “and although we finally resorted
to using double lines and radio, we had
a hard time keeping communications
open.” 1 As a matter of fact, the here-
tofore unprecedented expenditure of
wire created a serious supply problem.
During March and April, emergency
shipments of wire W-110 had to be
rushed to Anzio from both the North
African bases and the zone of interior.!?®

Now the men of the armored force,
whose FM radios of the 500 series had
been the envy of infantrymen, in turn
envied the latter their new FM walkie-
talkie, SCR—goo. The signal officer of the
1st Armored Division begged Tully
(who had just been promoted to brig-
adier general) for a radio like the SCR~
oo for his patrol men. Theoretically, he
wrote, when his men went on recon-
naissance they rode down the road in
light tanks, or in armored or scout cars.
That was the theory, but it was not
the practice here, where enemy gunfire
raked the roads. “The patrols,” he
wrote, “walk, creep, or crawl, dragging
a bulky SCR-509 and praying that they
make no noise.” 12¢

It was during the critical first three
weeks of February 1944 that the Signal
Corps’ new gun-laying radar, the SCR-
584, came to Anzio and almost mirac-
ulously enabled the Americans to turn
back the German bombers. In the week
beginning 16 February, the German Air

' Quoted in Ingles, “Telephones Are in the
Fight on Every Battleground,” Bell Telephone
Magazine, XXIII, No. 1, 69—92.

» Hist, Sig Sec AFHQ, p. g97.

W Ltr, Williams, Div Sig0 1st Armd Div, to
Tully, 27 Feb 44. SCIA file Rpts-Notes-Info, etc.,
on Sig Opns,
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Force launched its strongest sustained
air attack in that area as part of the all-
out offensive designed to obliterate the
beachhead. The German ace Dietrich
Peltz, who had directed the mass air
raids on London, was in charge. In seven
days Peltz launched 8¢ separate attacks,
employing on the second day alone no
less than 172 planes. Cleverly, he used
every possible strategem and deception
device to confuse the radars, shelling
with heavy guns to drive the defending
gunners to cover, and jamming. The
jamming especially was very effective,
and there was evidence that the Germans
had learned the frequencies that the
American radars employed. Window,
those small strips of metallic paper that
blinded the radars, also appeared.!?

At this critical moment an urgent call
went to Algiers for the new, superior
SCR-584’s and SCR—-545’s, which could
not be jammed by window as could the
older SCR-268’s. Within 48 hours,
under intense pressure, Crews were as-
sembled and taught the rudiments of
operation of the new gun-layers. By 24
February, the first SCR-584's were in
place. That night a flight of 12 Junkers
88’s appeared in close formation, drop-
ping window. Forty-eight American
guns, firing at the unseen targets by
radar, caught them at close range and
dropped 5 of the 12 with the first salvo.
The remaining 7 jettisoned their bombs
and fled. From that time on, enemy high-
level night attacks diminished sharply.
Encouraged, the American gunners be-
gan using the 584’s and 545’s, even by
daylight, with growing success. By the
end of March they had destroyed 22

1 Fifth Army Hist, IV, 172-73.
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unseen planes at extreme range with
radar, and probably 24 more 128
Meanwhile, men of the 2650th Signal
Radio Relay Station Company brought
their FM Motorola police radios to
Italy. They had already set up radio re-
lay channels in the Salerno area, extend-

= (1) Ibid, p. 173 (2) Incl, Opn of SCR-584 at
Anzio, with Ltr, Lt Col Arthur W. Warner, Air
Defense Div SHAEF, APO 757, to Lt Col Norman
L. Winter, OCSigO, 14 Jun 44. SigC 413.44 SCR~
584 No. 13 (RB-2298). (8) Incl, Ltr, Maj Harris
T. Richards, SigC, RadarO AA Sec AFHQ, to
M.GG., AAXCD Sec AFHQ, 2 Apr 44, sub: Tech
and Tactical Opn of the SCR-584 in the Anzio-
Nettuno Bridgehead, with Ltr, Colton to CSigO, 7
Apr 44, same sub. SigC 413.44 No. 12 (RB-2297).
(4) “What Happened at the Anzio Beachhead,”
Radar, No. 4 (August 20, 1944), pp. 20-34. SigC
Hist Sec file.

ing them to Naples when that city fell
to the Allies in October. Anzio was a
thorn in the enemy’s side, an Allied
pocket far up the coast and isolated ex-
cept by sea, until the radio relay com-
pany set up a station there and made
contact with Naples. The Signal Corps
men located their sets on the highest
points in the area so that they were able
to throw a channel completely over en-
emy territory from VI Corps at Anzio
to Fifth Army headquarters near Naples.
Communications over the channel were
even better than a wire line could have
provided, for no hazards of roadside
traffic or sabotage could touch it. Mes-
sages flashed between the installations
at 20,000 groups per day. The radio re-
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lay became the main reliance between
Anzio and Headquarters, Fifth Army, at
Presenzano.'?®

The Liberation of Rome

The winter campaign in Italy was
hard, costly, and in many ways frus-
trating. The stubborn German defense
in the Cassino area and the counter-
attacks at Anzio dashed Allied hopes for
an early penetration of the German
positions. Static warfare continued in
Italy until May 1944, while a major re-
grouping of the Allied armies took place,
which relieved Fifth Army of responsi-
bility for the Cassino sector, leaving it
only Anzio and a narrow strip between
the Liri River and the sea.!3®

The troops had earned the respite and
rest period that nearly all units enjoyed
during April. Yet rest for a division often
meant none for the signalmen, who must
keep communications installations oper-
ating normally. The message center
section of the g4th Signal Company, for
example, worked harder than ever dur-
ing the ‘month. It handled 5,921 out-
going and relay messages. The messen-
gers drove 9,000 miles.!®

There was a theater-wide shortage of

(1) Hist of Co D, 82gth Sig Sv Bn, sec. H,
pp- 7-8. (2) Maj. Gen. William S. Rumbough,
“Radio Reclay, the War's Great Development in
Signal Communications,” Military Review, XXVI,
No. 2 (May, 1946), 3. (Reprinted, but without
illustrations or diagrams, in Signals, III, No. 5

(May-June, 1949), 80-34.) (Hereafter cited as
Rumbough, “Radio Relay,” Military Review,
XXVI, No. 2.) (3) AGF Equip Review Bd, Pre-

liminary Study, sec. XVIII, Communications Equip-
ment, par. 8gc, Apr 45. (4) Fifth Army Review
Bd Rpt, Preliminary Study, sec. XVII, par. Bga,
12 Jun 45.

w Fifth Army Hist, V, 2.

= Orgn Hist, g4th Sig Co, Apr 44. 334-51G-0.3
(1850) Apr 44.
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signal troops, a shortage that General
Ingles, the Chief Signal Officer, had
predicted several months earlier. By
mid-December 1943, the various theaters
had piled up requests for 28,000 Signal
Corps enlisted men for overseas duty
alone, but Signal Corps plans and oper-
ations officers in Washington had been
unable to persuade Operations Division,
WDGS, to authorize more than 11,000.
This did not include any T /O units that
were a part of the AGF or the AAF.
Ingles, writing to Tully, said, “The sig-
nal personnel which we must use in
major operations in about six months
has not yet been even authorized, and
consequently not even inducted. If we
were given these men tomorrow, we
could not now have them properly
trained for the service that is to be ex-
pected of them.' 132

There were too few men, too few re-
placements. The p5ist and j3d Signal
Battalions, through rotation, had already
lost many men who would not be re-
placed for months. The shortage of
replacements had already forced the
“‘cannibalization” of various signal units
—that is, stripping men from one unit
and reducing it to skeleton strength in
order to fill out another. It was ad-
mittedly a shortsighted policy that low-
ered efficiency all around, but it was the
only practical solution at the time,'%3

Furthermore, over a period of months
in late 1943 and early 1944, the War
Department began publishing new ta-
bles of organization that in general cut
down the number of troops in all signal
organizations, in direct conflict with the

32 Ltr, Ingles, CSigO, to Tully, 14 Dec 43. SCIA

file 110, To CSigO Washington, item 73,
* Hist, Sig Sec AFHQ, p. 6o.
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strong recommendations of the theater.
General Moran of Fifth Army and Gen-
eral Tully at AFHQ were unhappy over
the new table of organization for the
corps signal battalion, for example. The
new TOE 11-15, published 10 Decem-
ber 1948, reduced signal personnel for
the battalion by some 12 percent. It was
at almost complete variance with the
recommendations AFHQ had sent to the
War Department at the end of the
Tunisia Campaign — recommendations
born of battle experience and almost
unanimously supported by signal officers
who had had combat experience in
North Africa. Maj. Gen. Alfred M.
Gruenther, Chief of Staff, Fifth Army,
and Maj. Gen. Geoffrey T. Keyes, com-
manding general of II Corps, agreed
with General Moran that the new TOE
would be highly detrimental to the op-
erating efficiency and morale of the
units, They stressed the fact that,
throughout the campaigns to date, sig-
nal communications had been excellent,
or better than excellent, under the old
tables of organization. They believed
that the new tables, on the contrary,
would “likely insure such a lowering of
con.. . ‘nications efficiency as to cause a
real failure under pressure.” 134

There may have been excellent rea-
sons for the new tables, but to the men
in the field, trying to give the sort of
communications service required, the
situation must have seemed ridiculous,
or even worse, maddening. That is how
it appeared to General Tully, who con-
tinued to be an outspoken opponent of
the new tables, writing in June 1944:

1 Ltr, Tully to CG NATOUSA, 23 Feb 44, sub:
Reorgn of Sig Units, Fifth Army. SCIA file 104
Fifth Army.
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We have literally spent more time squab-
bling with G—1 over these matters than . .,
on planning future operations or fighting
the enemy. From either a signal or practi-
cal viewpoint the whole matter has reached
the superlative of being ridiculous. We
have a clean cut case of a theater com-
mander being given a directive by the War
Department to put into effect certain
Signal Corps reorganization which every-
one in the field knows won't work.

General Tully most disliked ‘“‘those
marvelous products,” TOE 1115
(Corps Signal Battalion) and TOE 11—
25 (Light Construction Battalion), but
he also criticized the TOE’s for the sig-
nal company, the heavy construction
company, the army signal battalion, the
radar repair maintenance team for
ground forces, and cellular units.!3®
Other theater signal officers in other
areas echoed his complaints.!¢

General Tully’s personnél problems
continued throughout the Italian cam-
paign. Some of them concerned quality
of signal troops, not quantity. In April
he wrote “. . . we are becoming acutely
aware of the fact that we have many
bodies, but very few of the highly
trained specialists required for some of
these large headquarters installations

. we have definitely reached the bot-
tom of the barrel and . . . the matter
is becoming critical in from four to five
different specialities.” 37 Aside from
registering the most vigorous protests,
official as well as unofficial, there was
little that theater officers could do to
alter the ordained patterns of TOE'’s

1% Ltr, Tully to Ingles, 18 Jun 44. SCIA file 110,
To CSigO Washington, item 34.
1 See, for example, USFET Gen Bd Rpt 112, pp.

1 Ltr, Tully to Moran, 11 Apr 44. SCIA file 104
Fifth Army.
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and the methods of allotting specialist
troops. Skyrocketing demands for signal
troops put unremitting pressure on the
theater signal schools. By mid-1944 the
replacement problems of the theater had
grown so acute that they had become the
subject of serious dispute between the
theater and the War Department, which
had conducted two separate investiga-
tions of the matter early in 1944.1%% On
28 May, NATOUSA activated the Re-
placement Command, and the signal
school was assigned to it.13°

Despite the serious shortages of signal
troops, the quality of communication
service provided Fifth Army brought
praise from its commander, General
Clark. Clark thought especially highly of
his signal officer, General Moran. Writ-
ing to General Colton in Washington to
comment on the excellence of his signal
equipment (“I am happy to say that it
has been excellent—no case has come to
my attention in which a serious inter-
ruption to signal communication has oc-
curred due to equipment failure”), he
added his appraisal of General Moran.

I can not write without telling you what
a splendid job General Moran has done
with the Fifth Army. Despite the worst
type of combat conditions, particularly
during the days immediately following our
invasion in the Gulf of Salerno, General
Moran and the Signal Section provided
excellent communications for the Fifth
Army. The quality of his work has been
consistently superior and I am extremely
grateful that General Moran has been the
Signal Officer for Fifth Army. I cannot say

% History of the Replacement Training Com-
mand, North African Theater of Operations, June—
September 1944. Opns Rpts g5—RCL~0.5 (181g0) M.

1% See History of the Replacement Training Com-
mand, through 1945, for accounts of signal school
activities to the end of the war.

W App. 2 to Summ Rpt of Visit . . .
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too much in praise of what he has
done.140

On 11 May 1944 the U.S. Fifth and
the British Eighth Armies launched co-
ordinated offensives in Italy. Spear-
headed by initial successes of the French
Expeditionary Corps (FEC) in breaking
through the Gustav Line, the offensive
soon gained momentum all along the
front. British and Polish troops encircled
Cassino. Cassino, the objective for which
so much Allied and enemy blood and
toil had been spent through bitter
months, fell at last on 17 May. The re-
inforced Anzio forces broke out of the
beachhead, where they had been con-
tained for four months, and pushed on
to a junction with Allied columns ad-
vancing from the south. Anzio and Cas-
sino, place names grown familiar to
millions of Americans, gave way to new
names in the news—Santa Maria Infante,
Itri, Minturno, Cisterna, and Velletri.
Forced out of one defense after another,
the Germans retreated northward. By
the first week in June, the Fifth Army
stood at the gates of Rome.#!

Maintaining proper communications
during the race to Rome was a taxing
business. The signal officer of VI Corps,
for example, described his problems
during the period as “vicious.” The VI
Corps was heavily reinforced with artil-
lery, two British divisions, and one U.S.
armored division, almost doubling the
normal signal load for a corps signal
battalion.#? The facilities of the corps

to ETO, 5
Feb—24 Apr 44, Ltr, CG Fifth Army to Colton,
Chief E&T Sv OCSigO, 28 Apr 44. SigC OP g70.2
Rpt folder 3 Gen, 13 Jun-8 Jul 4.

14 Fifth Army Hist, V, passim.

2 Report on Signal Communications, VI Corps,
in AGF Bd Rpt, AFHQ-NATO (G-3 Sec), 26 Jul
44.
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signal battalion were strained to the
limit.

The breakout from the Anzio beach-
head brought an abrupt change from the
completely static signal situation, and
the signal facilities had to be quickly
transformed from underground to over-
head construction. Several days before
the breakout, the corps battalion set up
a ‘battle” command post in an ancient
castle in advance of the initial command
posts. Here activity centered around the
“war room,” where G—2 and G-3 duty
officers, the air officer, the artillery ofhcer,
and a G-4 traffic representative had
desks. Signal troops installed direct wire
for the air officer to his radio station,
which was in contact with aircraft; a
direct line for the artillery officer
to the corps artillery S—3; two teletype
locals in the clerks’ room to transmit
and receive tactical messages; and inter-
connected phones for the com-
manding general and his chief of staff.
Numerous radio nets operated from the
advance CP—a link to Fifth Army ad-
vance command post; one to VI Corps
main command post; two command nets
to divisions; one corps net for engineers
and other corps troops; a liaison net
linking the corps commander, artillery
commander, and tank destroyer com-
mander, with a fourth channel for any
staff officer on reconnaissance. At the
main CP other radio nets operated to
the Fifth Army main CP, to the photo-
reconnaissance unit, and to the VI Corps
advance command post.!*?

Forty-eight hours after the breakout,
enemy resistance on the eastern flank
gave way, and the movement of division
command posts started. Signal construc-

3 Ibid.
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tion teams pushed ahead, building lines
ahead of the division command posts so
that lines could be in when the users
arrived at the new locations. But the
fortunes of war sometimes cancel out
even the best-calculated plans. Three
days after the breakout, the axis of ad-
vance shifted about go degrees, and the
advantage of getting wire ahead of the
advancing troops was wiped out. New
lines had to be laid hurriedly along the
new axis.

German resistance began to collapse.
All units started moving rapidly, six to
twenty miles a day. Wire construction
speeded up. Where trees were available,
the signal troops suspended spiral-four
cable overhead; otherwise, they laid it
on the ground like field wire—a neces-
sary extravagance, for the costly cable
was thus exposed to the ravages of ve-
hicles and marching men. To save con-
struction, the signalmen set up switching
centrals close to one or more divisions.
On the day Rome fell, the VI Corps
command post moved to a point a few
miles south of the city; that same night
a reconnaissance party crossed the Tiber
to pick out a new spot. By noon the next
day all essential signal installations were
in place and operating at the new loca-
tion. 14

This was the story of communications
in the VI Corps, duplicated on a greater
or smaller scale by every signal unit in
the theater. The 36th Signal Company,
serving the g6th Infantry Division of VI
Corps, found its wire teams attacked by
enemy patrols on more than one oc-
casion. Radio and motor messenger serv-
ice supplemented wire in the swift

W (1) Ibid. (2) Com in the VI Corps, SigC Tech
Info Ltr g5 (Oct 44), pp- 8—9. (3) Interv, SigC
Hist Sec with Lough, 5 Oct 44.
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advance. The radio section of the g6th
Signal Company, hampered by hills and
rugged terrain, resorted to an innova-
tion that presaged important advances in
communications equipment in postwar
years. The men had been using SCR-
193 sets with an intervening relay set to
communicate with the division observa-
tion post and lower units. Now they went
a step further, putting the small radio-
telephone sets SCR-g00 into use with
relay arrangements for voice communica-
tion also. Not ordinarily used in division
signal work, the SCR-g00 nevertheless
served well in the unusual situation.'*®

On 2 June an advance detachment of
the g6th Signal Company moved to a
new division command post in Velletri,
which had been bypassed by the U.S.
troops. The enemy, still in the area, laid
down a withering fire, wounding a num-
ber of signalmen. Moving to still another
location, a series of dugouts against a hill,
the men found themselves targets for
snipers firing directly into the positions.
Then the Signal Corps men were called
out to pursue and capture the snipers.
Shellfire during the impasse at Velletri
damaged the wire lines so severely that
all sections of the signal company went
on wire duty to help the construction
company lay and maintain lines.* On 4
June the division wire supply gave out,
and orders went out to abandon all wire
as the regiments raced northward. Radio
and motor messenger service temporarily
became not only the principal means of
communication, but indeed the only
ones. More wire came forward, but the
advance outran the ability of the con-
struction section to lay anything but the

1 Consolidated Hist of SigC (g6th Sig Co),
p. 11.
4 Ibid., pp. 11-12.
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most essential circuits, Like the g6th, the
34th Signal Company found it impos-
sible to maintain communications and
recover wire, too. The g4th laid nearly
400 miles of wire during the month of
June but had time to recover only 125
miles of it as the units moved on.#?
The dearth of signal troops, particu-
larly wire construction men, placed a
heavy burden on all the infantry and
artillery units and the division signal
companies, the II Corps reported. Con-
struction teams of the 88th Signal Com-
pany worked night and day to keep lines
available to the regiments, but the
regiments moved so often that the lines,
though available, were seldom used. It
was impossible to keep all agencies of
communication working all the time, but
always some means was available.'4® The
corps signal battalion, despite its own
full schedule of duties, lent a hand to
the hard-pressed units. Less than forty-
eight hours after II Corps’ attack started
along the sea on 11 May, with the U.S.
85th and 88th Divisions abreast, all the
linemen of the §38th Infantry of the 88th
Division were exhausted, and the corps
signal battalion sent twelve of its line-
men to help out for three days. It also
lent two complete wire teams to the 88th
Division for a week in the action near
Minturno, and, while the 88th was at
Fondi, the corps signal battalion laid all
of its internal wire in the rear of the divi-
sion advance command post. At Scauri it
laid sections of the division wire axis for
both the 85th and the 88th. The corps
signal battalion furnished the headquar-
ters battery of II Corps with two light

47 Orgn Hist, g4th Sig Co, Jun 44. 334-SIG—0.3
(1850}, Jun 44.

s History of the 88th Signal Company, May
1944. 388-8IG-0.3 (g792) Master, Feb-Dec 44.
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construction teams whenever it was in
combat. The corps signal officer voiced a
strong plea for the inclusion of more line-
men in all infantry, artillery, and divi-
sion signal companies.!#?

Construction elements from six signal
battalions worked to extend the main
army open wire axis during the march
on Rome. Fifth Army signal units used
up 2,020 tons of signal equipment during
the month of May alone, including 5,400
miles of assault wire and 14,800 miles of
field wire. The message center at Fifth
Army headquarters handled on an aver-
age 560 messages and 2,600 packets a
day, while cryptographic traffic averaged
40,000 groups daily during the month.
Pigeons, operating out of 28 lofts at 15
locations scattered over the entire army
front, carried 1,810 messages. All to-
gether, in one month signal troops of the
Fifth Army rebuilt more than 100 miles
of main overhead line comprising 10
circuits from the Garigliano River area
to Rome, built a connecting line to
Anzio, with laterals connecting the Fifth
and FEighth Armies, and managed to
maintain wire communications to corps
headquarters and the many army instal-
lations along the route.!s°

As always when an army started mov-
ing ahead very quickly, radio communi-
cations came into heavy use during the
race to Rome. Radio intelligence pla-
toons provided much essential informa-
tion. The VI Corps G-2 called the work
of the radio intelligence platoon “out-
standing” and stated that information

# Hq AFHQ Sig Sec, Summary of Signal Les-
sons Learned by Signal and Communication Units
of Fifth Army During the Italian Campaign, app.
B to sec. I. Copy in AFHQ, CSigO Monthly Bull,

Aug 44, pp. 13-16.
% AFHQ, CSigO Monthly Bull, Jul 44, p. 8.
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received from that source was second
only to that from battle reconnais-
sance.’® In II Corps, Col. Kenneth F.
Zitzman, the signal officer, reported his
radio intelligence unit “gave us excellent
results . . . very worthwhile.” 152 The
fluid situation that rapidly developed
also proved the worth of the SIAM
service. When the heavy communications
load was thrown on radio, many persons,
some of them high-ranking officers who
should have known better, used radio
without considering its security vulner-
ability. Constant monitoring of friendly
nets by SIAM enabled swift corrective
action to be taken 1%

The SIAM unit, as mentioned earlier,
was at first an improvised outfit. On 16
February 1944 NATOUSA had author-
ized Fifth Army to organize a provisional
SIAM company, the 668gth Signal Moni-
toring Company (Provisional) .1* When
the drive for Rome began, the company
had 3 corps platoons, 4 division platoons,
and 5 liaison officers to cover an army of
3 corps and 13 divisions. Four of the
officers worked directly with the divi-
sion platoons, and the fifth was on duty
with the French Expeditionary Corps
troops.1ss

In the second half of its mission,
providing staffs of divisions, corps, and
army with prompt tactical information,
SIAM also proved to be of considerable

¥ Rpt on Sig Com, VI Corps, in AGF Bd Rpt,
AFHQ-NATO, 26 Jul 44.

*2 Observations on Sig Com Within II Corps, 11
May-25 May 44, Italy folder.

2 Hq Fifth Army, Rpt on Lessons Learned in
Italian Campaign (8ig Sec), p. 16.

* (1) SIAM Manual, Tentative Operation and
Training Manual for Signal Information and Mon-
itoring Company. SigC Hist Sec file. (2) Typical
SIAM Co (g1515t SIAM Co), p. 5.

® Typical SIAM Co (31515t SIAM Co), p. 6.
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value.’®® In the rapid advance, forward
commanders were unable to keep timely
information flowing back through nor-
mal channels. The information gathered
by SIAM in several cases kept front-line
units from being shelled by friendly
artillery. In another instance, SIAM in-
formation saved a company of tanks from
being ambushed by enemy antitank
guns. The SIAM service also provided
divisions with most of their early in-
formation as to the location of flanking
units and progress being made on other

¢ Hq Fifth Army, Rpt of Lessons Learned in the
Italian Campaign (Sig Sec), p. 16.

sectors of the front.’¥” Officers of the
SIAM service were always careful to in-
form G-3 that the information provided
was unconfirmed, but actually it proved
to be so accurate that it soon began to be
accepted as official. It was not only ac-
curate, it was timely, arriving anywhere
from three hours to three days ahead of
news through the regular information
channels.

Meanwhile, during the summer, the
War Department, approved the TOE'’s

17 Ltr, Maj Roy E. Dial, Sig IntelO Fifth Army,

to Lt Thomas J. Finn, Jr., 1 Oct 44. SigC OP g70.2
Rpt folder 4 Gen, 13 Jul-go Dec 44.
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submitted by Fifth Army for a SIAM
company (TOE 11-875), and in July
NATOUSA ordered Fifth Army to ac-
tivate the gipist SIAM Company.
Immediately upon activation, it was as-
signed to Seventh Army for the invasion
of southern France. In September
NATOUSA ordered the activation of the
3326th SIAM Company for Fifth Army.
The experienced men of the old pro-
visional company (the 668gth) went
with the g151st to France. Only a cadre
remained with Fifth Army, and the
ranks of the new 3326th were filled out
with men from antiaircraft artillery
(AAA) battalions, replacement pool
troops, and unit spares.!®®

Fifth Army djd not delay in Rome, the
first of the Axis capitals to fall. Much of
Italy was still unconquered. Formidable
natural barriers such as the Arno River
lay ahead and, beyond them, the well-
fortified Gothic Line in the Apennines.
Though the Germans fell back in haste,
they maintained good order, fighting per-
sistent delaying actions, mining nearly
every road and gully. City by city the
Allied armies advanced, increasingly
hampered as much by the lengthening
supply lines as by the skillful German re-
sistance. The Fifth Army took the sea-
port of Leghorn in mid-July and Pisa late
in the month. The British Eighth Army
entered Florence in early August. Ex-
hausted by nearly four months of steady
fighting, the armies halted at the Arno
River. They had outrun their supply
lines, and the Fifth Army had been
greatly weakened by the loss of nine full
infantry divisions and the equivalent of
a tenth to Seventh Army for the invasion

8 I'bid.
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of southern France. Rest, regrouping,
and reorganization were necessary.!s

Signal Planning for the Move
of AFHQ to Italy

As the fighting moved further up the
boot of Italy, the problems of supply and
operational control forced AFHQ and
NATOUSA to move from their location
in Algiers to a point in Italy closer to the
armies. The Royal Palace at Caserta,
a 1,200-room, 6-story structure located
twenty miles north of Naples, appeared
to be the most likely spot for the new
headquarters. Within this huge pile of
masonry—dating from 1752 and having
walls eighteen inches thick—signal per-
sonnel had to prepare a communications
system to serve fifteen thousand persons
—a formidable assignment. Seeking to
get an early start, a small group of Signal
Corps staff officers headed by Col. Emil
Lenzner went to Caserta in October 1943
to look things over and to select a satis-
factory area for the Signal Section in the
palace.

Until June 1944, when the move
finally was decided upon, signal planning
staffs lived in a perpetual state of tension
as the move was definitely scheduled and
then just as definitely postponed time
after time. New construction would pro-
ceed furiously while the move was “on,”
only to be discontinued and in some
cases dismantled when new plans were
made to conform to the changing tacti-
cal situation. For example, when the
move seemed imminent, the 2g6th Signal
Installation Company installed a multi-

1 Fifth Army Hist, VI, passim, and VII, 2-3.
For an account of invasion of southern France, see

below [pp. 1281
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ple switchboard in the palace. Construc-
tion crews worked around the clock,
stopping work only two hours per day
to grease and oil the digger equipment.
Abruptly the move was canceled. Signal
crews stopped work on the radio cables
and removed most of the switchboard.
Then they reinstalled it, and 15th Army
Group, not AFHQ, moved into the
palace. Six months later, in June 1944,
it was finally determined that AFHQ
would move into the palace after all. The
15th Army Group moved out to Rome,
and signal crews started AFHQ) installa-
tions once again. When AFHQ finally
moved in, during July, every staff section
found at least one telephone installed in
its new office.180

The move of a large headquarters is
a complex and massive operation. Given
plenty of time and plenty of personnel
and equipment, any competent signal
officer can manage the communications
details so smoothly that the headquarters
he serves will scarcely know that a move
has been made. Under wartime condi-
tions, however, there is never enough
time, and the difficulties imposed by a
scarcity of men and equipment are com-
pounded by the overriding necessities of
maintaining security and keeping the
echelons of command in continuous, un-
broken touch with subordinate levels.
In spite of all obstacles, the move of
AFHQ on 20 July was so smooth that,
insofar as communications were con-
cerned, only the Signal Section, AFHQ,
realized the amount of time, effort, and
planning involved.

AFHQ started shifting units between
the 2623d and 2625th Signal Service

% Hist, Sig Sec AFHQ, p. 104.
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Regiments in September 1943 in order
to make up two operating organizations
to provide AFHQ communications con-
currently at Algiers and at Caserta dur-
ing the move. The 2623d moved from
Casablanca (where the Atlantic Base
Section activities were declining as the
fighting front moved on) to Algiers and
by December had its initial detachment
operating in Caserta. The 2625th re-
mained in Algiers as the rear echelon,
systematically transferring its units to the
26249d in Italy as activities in Algiers
dwindled. The three WAC headquarters
companies arrived in the theater during
this period, and a number of women
from the communications platoons took
over some of the communications duties
at Oran and Algiers, a circumstance that
permitted the shift to go on at an acceler-
ated pace. In November the first entire
WAC signal company, the 6%15th
WAC Communications Company (Pro-
visional), arrived at Algiers.’®* Highly
trained in communications techniques,
these women were assigned as code and
cipher clerks, as high-speed radio oper-
ators, to positions in traffic control, and
in the message centers and other com-
munications specialities. The Signal
Corps was highly pleased with the supe-
rior performance of these women, who,
according to General Tully, did every-
thing well.162

®1 At first attached to the 262g3d Signal Service

Regiment, the 6715th eventually became a part of
the 2629th WAC Battalion, which was organized
to administer all Wacs in the Mediterranean the-
ater except those with Fifth Army and the Air
Forces. Hist, Sig Sec AFHQ, pp. 6o, 120.

12 (1) Interv, SigC Hist Sec with Tully, 22 Aug
58. (2) Hist, Sig Sec AFHQ, pp. 6o, 83, 85. (8)
Mattie B. Treadwell, The Women’s Army Corps,
UNITED STATES ARMY IN WORLD WAR II
(Washington, 1954), pp. 31821, 365.
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The business of dismantling installa-
tions in North Africa and moving signal
equipment to Italy, while maintaining
communications at both places, required
the most exact planning and co-ordina-
tion. Meanwhile training activities mush-
roomed. Besides the scheduled move of
AFHQ, the impending operation in
southern France and the continuing need
for more signal troops in the Italian
campaign also clearly demonstrated the
necessity for ever greater output from
signal schools. A school for training tele-
phone operators opened at Ecole Pro-
fessionelle, another at Ecole Normale
turned out specialists in teletype opera-
tions and procedures, a third at the g82d
Signal Service area taught radio opera-
tors, and a fourth trained men in tele-
type maintenance.'%?

Providing radio facilities for the two
headquarters brought feverish activity to
the radio division. Beginning in May,
and through the weeks right up to the
moving date, some signal troops shifted
circuits from Algiers to Caserta, where
other crews were rushing new trans-
mitter and receiver sites to completion.
One troublesome complication arose.
Preliminary planning for the impending
operations of Seventh Army in southern
France had called for radio control cir-
cuits to center at Algiers, and the Signal
Section had already installed special cir-
cuits for the Office of Strategic Services
and the Navy. Accordingly, the AFHQ
terminals were allowed to remain at
Algiers, with control exercised at

1% (1) Hist, Sig Sec AFHQ, pp. 6o-62. (2) Maj
Edward E. Moran. Unit Training of Signal Troops
in a Theater of t)verations (21 Jul 4g), Sig Sch
Monograph, passim. The 8ig Sch Libr, Ft. Mon-
mouth,
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Caserta. Other problems involved allo-
cating new frequencies to permit AFHQ
circuits to operate from the new location,
and carefully co-ordinating the new fre-
quencies with those of other theaters.
There were new signal instructions and
new diagrams to issue. Finally, there
were additional circuits to establish, both
radioteletype and telephoto. All this was
done, not without problems for the Sig-
nal Section, but at least without major
inconvenience to the using headquar-
ters.’® At no time during the move from
North Africa to Italy was AFHQ out of
contact with the nerve centers of the
globe. 1%

In Caserta, the Signal Section enjoyed
a well-equipped plant capable of han-
dling a maximum of 1,000,000 groups
and 7,000 messages daily. But traffic did
not approach this figure until late in the
Italian campaign, on 21 April 1945,
when it reached 857,304 groups.’®® In
fact, for a time after the move, traffic
fell from the approximately 600,000
groups averaged in the latter part of the
stay at Algiers to about joo,000—the
natural consequence of the move and the
closer association with many of the major
headquarters.187

By the middle of August the AFHQ
switchboard at Caserta contained ggo
local lines and 140 local trunks and about
40 long distance trunks. The long-dis-
tance switchboard in Naples, which con-
trolled all long lines in the area held by
Allied forces, handled some 8,500 calls
a day on ten positions.!¢®

1 Hist, Sig Sec AFHQ, pp- 74—79.

1% AFHQ, CSigO Monthly Bull, Sep 44, p- 1.

16 Hist, Sig Sec AFHQ, p. 138.

17 Ltr, Tully to Ingles, 12 Aug 44. SCIA file
110, to CSigO Washington, item 1.

168 7hid.
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Signal Techniques Along
the Gothic Line

The fall campaign in Italy, which
broke the vaunted Gothic Line, began
in mid-August. The British Eighth Army
struck along the Adriatic; when the
Germans pulled reserves out of the
Gothic Line defenses to meet the British,
General Clark’s Fifth Army attacked
through the mountains north of Florence
toward Bologna. One week’s bloody
fighting in September rendered the main
line of German defenses useless. Heavy
casualties, torrential rains that trapped
vehicles in a sea of mud, and mounting
enemy opposition brought the tired
armies to a halt once more, just short of
Bologna, at the end of October.1%

To prevent the enemy from finding
out that the 88th Infantry Division was
being withdrawn from the front lines in
August, the 88th Signal Company set up
an elaborate deception. The radio sec-
tion kept a full division command net in
operation for ten days after the move had
been completed, transmitting dummy
traffic.1%

The assault on the enemy’s Apennine
stronghold turned into a worse night-
mare for the signal troops than the dash
to Rome had been. It was a campaign
against the weather no less than against
the Germans. Almost constant rains in
September and October turned the roads
into quagmires. Bulldozers and tank
traffic cut the wire lines to ribbons. The
88th Signal Company, bivouacked in a
muddy field at the edge of a river, moved
into the town of Castel del Rio but
hastily moved out again when it found

1 Fifth Army Hist, VII, 183-87.
1o Hist, 88th Sig Co, Aug 44. 388-SIG—o0.3 (9792)
Master, Feb-Dec 44.
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that the German artillerymen considered
the town an excellent target. Tired of
working in knee-deep mud, the men
moved their switchboard to a better lo-
cation; the next day enemy artillery laid
a direct hit on the spot just vacated. The
8xth Signal Company had to abandon its
wire-laying 214-ton trucks in favor of
14-ton vehicles that could negotiate the
perilous mountain roads over which the
circuits to the regiments were laid. When
the rains came, wheeled vehicles yielded
to pack mules on the slippery trails. But
even the mules could not long endure
the ordeal, and the men not only carried
the wire but laid it by hand. Since engi-
neer units were widening and rerouting
roads, Signal Corps troops patrolled the
wire lines constantly to guard against
damage to the lines and to repair the
breaks that inevitably occurred. In some
areas almost entirely devoid of roads or
trails of any sort, troops and mule teams
used the wire as guidelines, especially at
night. One regiment reported that its
troops actually used wire lines to pull
themselves up the steep cliffs.*™

When the autumn rains changed to
winter ice and snow, turning the front
quiescent, many an isolated unit resorted
to pigeon messengers to maintain con-
tact. Mountainous terrain was not kind
to wire and radio communication, but
pigeons were not intimidated. The 20gth
Signal Pigeon Company, which had been
activated in August at Cecina, Italy, de-
livered the birds by pack mule at night.
Beyond the static lines American patrols

' (1) Gothic Line Com, S$igC Tech Info Ltr 42
(May 45), pp. 14-15. (2) Operations Report of the
85th Signal Company, September and October 1944.
385-51G—0.3 (48366), Sep and Oct 44. (3) History,
88th Sig Co, Sep-Oct 44. 388-Sig—0.3 (9792) Master,
Feb-Dec 44. (4) Orgn History, g4th Sig Co, Sep
and Oct 44. 334-SIG—o0.3 (1850), Sep and Oct 44.
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probed ceaselessly. One such patrol deep
in enemy territory, beset by enemy ac-
tion, and running out of food, blankets,
and medical supplies for its wounded
men, sent back an urgent call for help by
pigeon messenger. In a few hours para-
chutes dropped the needed supplies to
the patrol.1™

Far into partisan territory now, the
armies worked tirelessly with the Italian
partisans. Pigeons were particularly valu-
able to the partisans. They sewed the
birds into their coat pockets, hid them
beneath their jackets, or used the pigeon
vest the troops of the 20gth Signal
Pigeon Company had devised. The birds
carried back messages and overlay maps
that disclosed much valuable informa-
tion concerning enemy gun positions,
concentration areas, and troop move-
ments. Such partnerships between
partisans and pigeons operated profita-
bly to Bologna and as far north as
Modena. By the end of December 1944,
the birds had carried 10,423 messages.
Until the armies jumped off in the swift
spring offensive in April 1945, the 209th
operated from 18 to 20 lofts all along the
line. Since pigeons need time to become
settled in their lofts at new locations and
cannot adapt themselves to a fast-moving
army, from April 1945 until V-E Day
the lofts operated through the II Corps
headquarters message center to the
rear.l?

Throughout the winter, Fifth Army
troops envied the Germans ensconced in
the rich and comfortable Po Valley.
True, Allied air attacks had punished
the German transport severely, but more

"2 History of the 2ogth Signal Pigeon Company,
15 July-December 1944, and 1 January—9 May 1945.
SGCO-209-0.1 (20145).

1% Ibid.
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than twenty enemy divisions still held
much of Italy’s best industrial region and
the approaches to the Alps. Fifth Army
troops trained, regrouped, and brought
up supplies for the spring offensive. On
16 December, Truscott (now a lieutenant
general) took command of Fifth Army,
General Clark assuming command of
15th Army Group.!™ Truscott’s signal
officer was Colonel Zitzman, formerly as-
signed to 15th Army Group and later
II Corps” signal officer.!”™ General
Moran subsequently went to Austria to
become the signal officer of the newly
formed Headquarters, United States
Forces in Austria.

During the comparative quiet of the
winter, some signal units got their first
allotments of new types of signal equip-
ment. The 141st Armored Signal Com-
pany, for example, received the tape fac-
simile equipment RC—28 in November
1944. At first they operated the facsimile
only on wire lines, but, finding that it
created too much signal interference,
they switched to radio operation, which
worked very well.'™ The g34th Signal
Company got six SCR—-506 sets in Febru-
ary 1945 to replace the old SCR~193 sets
that the division had used ever since it
came overseas in 1942.177

Before the spring campaign began in
April, division radio units initiated an
elaborate program of deception designed
to make the enemy believe that the en-
tire II Corps was moving over to ‘join

w4 Fifth Army Hist, VIII, 2. For some months
during 1944, 15th Army Group was designated as
Allied Armies in Italy.

" Fifth Army Hq, GO 186, 18 Dec 44.

3% Historical Record of the 141st Armored Signal
Company, November 1944. Opns Rpt 601-S1G-0.8
(1397) Master.

T Orgn Hist, g4th Sig Co, Feb 45. 334-51G-0.3
(1850) , Feb 45.
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Eighth Army on the right. A dummy
command post was set up at Forli in the
Eighth Army area, while IV Corps set up
a similar dummy post in the II Corps
area. For ten days while some fighting
units maintained radio silence, the
dummy command posts received dummy
messages, the real headquarters handling
all communications by wire. Artillery
batteries involved in the mythical move
went off the air and fired their missions
by telephone. Meanwhile, the 88th Divi-
sion operators opened a dummy radio
net in the Eighth Army zone, continuing
until IT Corps actually began its attack.»™

The Closing Months of
the Campaign

When the offensive got under way and
the regiments started racing north, the
division signal companies once more
found themselves strained to the utmost.
The 1415t Armored Signal Company in
particular found it almost impossible to
keep up with the fast-traveling 1st Ar-
mored Division. But by this time it was
an old story to the seasoned signal units.
The wire teams worked night and day
extending wire lines but accepted the
situation philosophically if, in spite of
their best efforts, the lines arrived too
late to be of any use. They laid wire, the
backbone of the communications system,
it at all possible. If there was not enough
time or if wire failed, radio filled the
breach. If a regiment got out of range of
the radio station in the command post, a
relay team hurried out at once to set up a
relay station to link up the too-distant

i (1) Fifth Army Hist, IX, 26. (2) 19 Days
From the Apennines to the Alps (Milan, Italy:
1945), a popular history of the Po Valley Cam-

paign, pp. 206-27.
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stations. Command posts became one-day
affairs, one closing while another was
being prepared. Message center sections
packed their cipher machines and other
essential equipment so that all could be
used in the vans without unloading. The
supply and repair sections moved almost
as often as the command posts, keeping a
flow of signal supplies moving forward
and radios and vehicles operating at
maximum efficiency.!?®

Apparently German strategy had been
based to a large extent upon the assump-
tion that even if Fifth Army broke out
of the mountains and the first defenses
south of the Po, it would have to stop at
the Po to bring up supplies before re-
suming the offensive. Such was not the
case. Supply proved to be so well organ-
ized and effective that Fifth Army units
had no need to halt. Instead, they
scrambled over the Po (crossing when
and where they could) to pursue the dis-
organized German armies.’® Soon the
enemy retreat turned into a rout. The
whole enemy front became a fluid and
disorganized welter of wrecked equip-
ment, blown-up roads and bridges, and
bands of bewildered soldiers ripe for sur-
render. American Signal Corps units ad-
vancing north found the picture of war
suddenly changing. The road networks
became good; cheering crowds of Italian
civilians lined the streets of hamlets
and villages; sullen, disheartened groups
of German prisoners of war streamed
toward the rear under guard. But there
were still snipers in the bypassed places,

™ (1) Hist Red, 1415t Armd Sig Co, Apr 45. (2)
Orgn Hist, 34th Sig Co, Apr 45. 334-51G-0.3 (1850)
Apr 45. (3) Opns Rpt, 85th Sig Co, Apr 45. 385~
SIG-o.3 (48366) Apr 45. (4) Hist, 88th Sig Co, Apr
45. 3888-SIG-o0.3 (9792) Master, Jan-Jun, Aug-

Dec 45.
1% Fifth Army Hist, IX, 109, 125.
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occasional strafing planes, and artillery
fire. 181

On 2 May 1945, all German forces in
Italy and western Austria surrendered
to the Allies unconditionally. Signal
Corps men monitoring German radio
picked up the broadcasts sent in the clear
from Bolzano ordering German soldiers
in Italy to cease firing. Signal Corps cir-
cuits flashed the news to the world.!8
The campaign in Italy was over. Six days
later came the German surrender in Ber-
lin, The European phase of the war was
ended. But to the soldiers of the Fifth
Army, who had fought so long and so
bitterly, it was hard to believe. It began
to seem like the truth to the signal troops
when they started turning in their excess
equipment—wire reels, which they had
used so often for laying wire from mule
back in the rugged Apennines, pack
mounts for radio sets SCR—284, and
other special items of warfare not needed
for occupation duties.!® With the sur-
render of Germany, the primary mission
of AFHQ—to defeat and destroy the Axis
armies in North Africa and southern
Europe—was accomplished. To be sure,
important tasks remained. The Signal
Section of AFHQ still faced problems
incident to the occupation of conquered
territory; the reorganization and equip-
ping of troops scheduled for shipment to
the Pacific; the demobilization of surplus
units; and the liquidation of fixed plant
equipment and surplus supplies.!

1 Hist, 88th Sig Co, Apr 45.

182 (1) 19 Days From the Apennines to the Alps.
(2) Hist Rcd, 1415t Armd Sig Co, Apr 45.

¥ Opns Rpt, 85th Sig Co, May 45. 385-SIG-o.3
(48366) May 45.

# For details concerning these matters, see: (1)
Hist, Sig Sec AFHQ, pp. 164-84; (2) Hq NATOUSA
0CSig0O, Status of Signal Corps Activities,

MTOQUSA, go Jun 45 SCIA file, unnumbered,
Mediterranean Theater folder 5.
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In Italy alone at the war's end, the
combined military telephone and tele-
typewriter network contained 2,209 open
wire route miles and 1,750 cable
route miles, with 78,499 telephone cir-
cuit miles in use, and 43,013 teletype
circuit miles. Telephone switchboard
lines numbered 10,654, exclusive of the
tactical headquarters boards and boards
of less than 50 lines. In addition, g,393
dial telephone lines served the various
military headquarters through civilian
dial telephone exchanges. The military
teletype network consisted of 144 switch-
board positions serving 849 individual
teletype machines.1%5

The signal history of the Mediterran-
ean was a long series of “firsts.” Over
the whole vast area from Casablanca to
the Alps, the techniques of signal com-
munication were tested and perfected.
The bitter tests and lessons of North
Africa, Sicily, and Italy helped win other
Allied victories. Signal experiences in the
Mediterranean influenced the course of
the campaign in Europe so greatly that
it would be difficult to point to a single
aspect of communications planning or
operations that did not take its cue from
the Mediterranean.

Undoubtedly, from the Signal Corps
point of view the most important result
of the Mediterranean campaigns was the
increased respect for signals and the.up-
grading of their importance in the eyes of
combat commanders. As an AGF board
report put it, “We are more dependent
today upon mechanical means of com-
munications for control of fighting units,
and personnel to operate them than ever

1% (1) Com in Italy., Opns Overseas folder, SigC
Hist Sec file. (2) Hist, Sig Sec AFHQ, app. E, Wire
Div, passim.
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before in our history as an army.” 18
From the Mediterranean many of the top
division, corps, and army commanders

9 Ist Ind, AGF Bd, AFHQ-NATO, 31 Jul 44, on
Ltr, Hq AGF to President, AGF Bd, AFHQ, sub:
Recommendations for Com Equip in the Inf Regi-
ment. Copy in Italy folder, SigC Hist Sec file.
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went on to Europe. Their experience
with signal communications as the in-
strument of command in the Mediter-
ranean influenced decisively the shape
and importance of Signal Corps partici-
pation in the European Theater of
Operations.



CHAPTER III

The Signal Corps in the ETO
to Mid-1944

The Allied landings in Normandy on
6 June 1944 climaxed long months of
planning and concentrated supply effort.
The first build-up of men and equipment
in England for a cross-Channel attack
against the Continent had been drained
away to North Africa in late 1942, and it
had been necessary to build again. It took
a great deal of time to construct and
develop a system of depots, equip the
invading forces, and plan an adequate
communications network. Thousands of
signal details had to be co-ordinated,
integrated, and perfected.

Signal  Corps preparations for the
invasion rested principally in the hands
of the signal staffs of two separate
headquarters. In their disparate yet in-
termingled relationships and functions,
these headquarters staffs typified the
dual function of the Signal Corps as a
supply service and as a highly specialized
technical service invaluable to the exer-
cise of command.! The Signal Service of
the European Theater of Operations of
the United States Army was concerned
primarily with matters of supply and ad-
ministration for the U.S. Army in Eu-
rope, whereas the Signal Section of the
Supreme Headquarters Allied Expedi-

* Thompson, Harris, et al., The Test, pp. 491-

tionary Force was responsible primarily
for signal matters as they applied to the
integration of British and American
forces and to the tactical and strategic
control of those forces. This distinction
greatly oversimplifies what were actually
very complex, confused, and often bit-
terly contested areas of responsibility.?
And it does not take into account the
numerous subordinate or co-ordinate or-
ganizations that existed in the theater
or the loss or addition of functions from
time to time. Nevertheless, with due al-
lowance for such factors, the signal re-
sponsibilities of the theater did divide
roughly into the two areas noted.

The signal organizations of both ETO-
USA and SHAEF owed much to their
predecessor organizations in the United
Kingdom, the Special Observer Group,
which dated from mid-1941, and its suc-
cessar, the United States Army Forces in
the British Isles. The signal officer of
both SPOBS and USAFBI was Colonel
Matejka.®* Matejka's energetic efforts
established the Signal Corps as ‘‘probably
the first of the technical services to ac-

?F¥or a detailed discussion of command problems,
organization, and planning in ETO, see Roland G.
Ruppenthal, Logistical Support of the Armies,

Volume I, UNITED STATES ARMY IN WORLD
WAR II (Washington, 1953), Chapter V.

3 Thompson, Harris, et al., The Test, pp.[339-40

93.

343~44-
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quire practical working experience in
the United Kingdom.”* Seven days
after his arrival in late May 1941,
Colonel Matejka conferred with Col.
Courtenay W. Fladgate, Deputy Director
Signals, British War Ministry, and in-
augurated a co-operative relationship
that proved to be exceedingly valuable.’
In the months that followed, Matejka
visited various British communications
installations and the General Post Office
(GPO) Telecommunications Division,
which controlled telegraph and tele-
phone facilities in England; arranged de-
tails for the accommodation of Electron-
ics Training Group (ETG) students
from the United States to be trained in
British schools and installations; and
made many valuable contacts with Brit-
ish officers and officials.® By the time the
United States entered the war, the Signal
Corps had already established informal
relationships and working arrangements
with the British that paid handsome
dividends later.

Invasion Plans and Preparations

The Signal Service, ETOUSA SOS

ETOUSA was the top American head-
quarters in the theater, but it occupied

4 Ruppenthal, Logistical Support of the Armies,
1, 50.

2Sig Sv, Hq ETOUSA, Hist Rpt, OCSigO, vol.
I, Activation to D—day, pp. 13-20, Admin 574. The
document cited, together with Signal Service,
Headquarters ETOUSA, Historical Report, Office
of the Chief Signal Officer, Volume 1I, D-day to
V-E Day, and separately bound Appendixes A and
B to Volume II file Administrative No. 575-A
(hereafter cited as ETOUSA Rpt, with volume
and page numbers noted) comprise the basic rec-
ords on which much of the material in the chap-
ters recounting Signal Corps operations in the
ETO is based.

“ETOUSA Rpt, I, 15-19.
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GENERAL RuUMBOUGH

a peculiar position as almost purely an
administrative and supply headquarters.
Throughout 1942 and 1943 its functions
and those of the theater Services of Sup-
ply were difficult to separate or define.
Under a succession of arrangements,
Brig. Gen. William S. Rumbough
doubled as the theater’s chief signal
officer on the special staff of the theater
commander and as SOS chief signal
officer on the special staff of Maj. Gen.
John C. H. Lee, theater SOS commander.
After the establishment early in 1944 of
SHAEF as the Allied command respon-
sible for directing operations, the ETO-
USA and SOS staffs were combined on 14
January into a single ETOUSA SOS staff
serving under General Lee. The ETO-
USA SOS organization was the one U.S.
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organization not under the command
control of SHAEF, though it remained
under General Eisenhower as U.S. thea-
ter commander. While the theater chiefs
of services remained available to the
theater commander for direct consulta-
tion, they were specifically placed under
the supervision of General Lee in his
capacity as deputy theater commander
for supply and administration as well as
commanding general of SOS.” The com-
plicated command structure in the thea-
ter left the theater responsibilities of the
chief signal officer clear and unchanged
through the various reorganizations, but
it did create problems as to the precise
manner and exact channels for accom-
plishing his mission.®

Essentially, the mission of the chief
signal officer in the ETO was to provide
communications for the Army while the
build-up was in progress, to supply signal
equipment for all the installations and
headquarters and for the troops of the
invading army, to arrange for the equip-
ment required for fixed signal installa-
tions on the Continent in the wake of the
invasion, and to keep replenishing the
supply of signal equipment throughout
the period of operation.® Stated thus, it
constituted a large order. Yet this outline

of the mission does not begin to suggest .

the complexities and problems with
which Rumbough contended throughout
the campaign.

General Rumbough and his initial

7 Organization of Theater Signal Personnel in
ETO, Tab B, Memo, Col Murray D. Harris, ExecO
OCSig0 Hq ETOUSA, for Code, 5 Mar 45, sub:
Orgn of Hq ETOUSA and Responsibilities of the
CSig0. SigC g70.2 ETO (app. D) 1942-45, SigC
Central files.

& (1) Ibid. (2) Ruppenthal, Logistical Support of
the Armies, I, 201.

?ETOUSA Rpt, I, 4-5.
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staff arrived in England in June 194e,
when ETOUSA was first activated.®
Since the chiefs of the technical services
were to operate under the Commanding
General, SOS, General Rumbough
moved to Cheltenham when General
Lee established SOS headquarters there
in July. Matejka remained in London as
the Signal Corps representative at the
theater headquarters.?> When Matejka
became chief signal officer of AFHQ in
North Africa late in 1942, Col. Reginald
P. Lyman took over the London office,
serving in that capacity until he became
signal officer of the newly organized 1st
United States Army Group (FUSAG) in
October 1943. Meanwhile General Rum-
bough and his staff at Cheltenham were
free to concentrate upon the important
SOS matters incident to the troop build-
up in the.United Kingdom: signal sup-
ply, provision of communications for in-
coming troops and for SOS and other
U.S. headquarters installations, and sig-
hal plans and training for American
units, which were beginning to arrive in
considerable numbers. This organiza-
tional arrangement lasted until 21 March
1943, when the signal sections of Head-
quarters, ETO, and Headquarters, SOS,
were merged.'2

Even then, Rumbough maintained
offices both in London and at Chelten-
ham—offices designated as the Basic
Planning Echelon and the Operations
Echelon, respectively. The senior officer
in each echelon, Colonel Lyman in Lon-
don and Col. Alfred M. Shearer at Chel-
tenham, served as deputy chief signal

1 Thompson, Harris, et al., The Test,

" (1) Hg ETOUSA GO 19, 20 Jul 42, sec. I, Or-
ganization of Hq ETOUSA and Hq SOS ETOUSA.
(2) ETOUSA Rpt, I, 21.

2 Hq ETOUSA GO 16, 21 Mar 43.
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officers.’® On 1 April General Rumbough
transferred his principal office from
Cheltenham to London and in October
concentrated in London all signal duties
except supply and administrative re-
sponsibilities primarily associated with
U.K. operations. In July Colonel Shearer
became deputy chief signal officer for
ETOUSA and SOS, a position he held
until the war in Europe ended.* The
final organizational rearrangement in
January 1944 '® simplified the channels
of command for all the technical service
chiefs, including the chief signal officer.*

The SOS headquarters organization in
Europe followed the headquarters pat-
tern in Washington. The United King-
dom was divided into zones for the
receipt of cargo and into base sections
for administration. The base sections,
roughly comparable to the old corps
areas in the zone of interior, possessed
“virtually complete control over person-
nel and depot operations,” but the tech-
nical services chiefs retained ‘‘techni-
cal control” of their services in the base
sections through representatives on the
base section staffs.’” The base section
commander controlled personnel and in-
stallations within his area, administered
the depots, allotted space in them, and
stored and issued the supplies. He was

13 Sig Sv ETOUSA, Historical Report of Person-
nel, Signal Service SOS-ETOQUSA, Jul g2-Jun 43,
p. 41. Admin go1.

M (1) Ibid., pp. 14, 30, 53. (2) ETOUSA Rpt, I,
21.
¥ Hq ETOUSA GO 5, 17 Jan 44.

* (1) ETOUSA CSigO Off Memo 282, sub: Orgn
of OCSigO, COMZ, 18 Dec 44. SCIA file European
Theater folder 6. (2) Orgn of Theater Sig Pers in
ETO, Tab B, Memo, Harris for Code, 5 Mar 45.
(3) Interv, SigC Hist Sec with Maj Gen William 8.
Rumbough, 6 Jul 56.

; ¥ Ruppenthal, Logistical Support of the Armies,

, 170.
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responsible also for maintenance and
salvage operations. The chiefs of the
services exercised their technical super-
vision by maintaining approved stock
levels, requisitioning and purchasing the
supplies, and outlining and supervising
the various procedural policies.1®

The American forces in England in-
creased rapidly in the first six months of
1942. Soon their headquarters occupied
not only the main portion of the build-
ing at 20 Grosvenor Square, London, in
which it was housed originally, but also
several other nearby buildings.*®* Each
required its own telephone switchboard
and interconnecting trunk lines. By Oc-
tober 1942 American forces in the vicin-
ity of Grosvenor Square were using four
switchboards, which handled 12,000 calls
per day; one-third of these required
interswitchboard trunking, which seri-
ously -impaired the efficiency of the
system. Meanwhile ETOUSA officers
searched for new quarters for the badly
overcrowded signal center. The subbase-
ment of the Selfridge department store
annex, a nearly bombproof steel and con-
crete structure on Duke Street, offered
enough space to accommodate both the
Army and the Navy communications
centers. Nearly bombproof in this case
meant safe from anything but a direct
bomb hit. On 19 December the signal
center moved to the Duke Street loca-
tion. About the same time that construc-
tion started on the Duke Street center
(with a new central switchboard among
other refinements), the British Govern-
ment offered a section of a public air raid
shelter that was nearing completion.

®ETOUSA Rpt, 1, 52-53.
¥For an account of the early days of ETOUSA,
see Thompson, Harris, ¢l al, IThe Test, pp. 312-—]
14.
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The shelter, a series of tunnels one
hundred feet under the Goodge Street
underground station, offered a com-
pletely bombproof location. Here the
British GPO and the Signal Service,
ETOUSA, installed an emergency com-
munications center, housing Army and
Navy message centers and equipment
rooms, the GPO radio, the British code
room, and an emergency switchboard.
The center was completed in March
1943.%

The signal center and the entire com-
munications system serving the various
United States Army headquarters grew
to amazing proportions. The Signal Serv-
ice, ETOUSA, made use of the existing
British communications system as much
as possible. The British GPO also fur-
nished large quantities of telephone and
teletypewriter materials. By D-day, g8o
telephone switchboards and 15 teletype-
writer switchboards served the various
headquarters in the British Isles. The
telephone switchboards had more than
1,200 positions. That is to say, more than
1,200 telephone operators sat at the g8o
boards, endlessly plugging and unplug-
ging the connections to 3$2,000 tele-
phones. The same number of telephones
could service an American city the size
of prewar Spokane, Albany, Duluth, or
Chattanooga. An average of 8,500,000
calls a month went over the system.®* A
network of 300 teletypewriter machines
connected U.S. installations in England,

® (1) Historical Record of the Construction of
the Duke Street Signal Center, 1942. Admin x78.
(2) Historical Record of the Construction of the
Signal Center Operational Headquarters 1943.
Admin 380. (g) Hq ETOUSA, History of the Sig-
nal Center, Feb 42-Jan 44. g14.7 History Sig Ctr
ETOUSA, Feb 42-Jan 44.

# (1) ETOUSA Rpt, I, 5. (2) Com Div, Monthly
Activity Rpt (May 44). Admin 576.
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Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland.

Extensive as the wire system was, a
tew well-placed bombs or a bit of careful
sabotage might well have created havoc.
To guard against such a contingency, the
Signal Service installed emergency radio
nets. The stations, though labeled emer-
gency, operated constantly since, had
they been left inactive until an emer-
gency arose, their sudden appearance on
the air would have told the enemy that
a communications emergency did in-
deed exist. The stations were therefore
on the air all the time, and, except for
persons with a reason to know, none
could tell whether the messages trans-
mitted were real or dummy traffic.2?

Many messages are too bulky, too
secret, or of a nature that makes it physi-
cally impossible to transmit them by
electrical means. For these, the Signal
Service, ETOUSA, organized and oper-
ated a GH(Q) messenger service. It began
in 1942 when a few men with several
small trucks organized a local delivery
service. Within a year the duty required
the services of the whole g79th Motor
Messenger Company. By train, motor
vehicle, boat, and airplane, the messen-
gers hurried about, traveling as many as
375,000 miles monthly to the ports, the
base commands, and the many headquar-
ters. In May 1944, on the eve of the in-
vasion, the messenger service carried
2,004,298 messages.?

#ETOUSA Rpt, I, 6.

% (1) Sig Sv ETOUSA Com Div, Monthly Activ-
ity Rpt Through Jul 44. Admin 5%6. (2) ETOUSA
Rpt, I, 84-37.

The 979th Motor Messenger Company was at-
tached to the 8ioth Signal Service Battalion, the
first such unit activated, whose primary mission
was to operate all static signal installations in the
Communications Zone, ETO. Hq SOS ETO
OCSig0, Current Info Ltr, I, No. 4 (Apr 44), 25.
SigC Hist Sec file.
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To broadcast entertainment and edu-
cational programs to the American troops
in the United Kingdom, the Signal Serv-
ice installed a network of fifty low-
powered transmitting stations. Operated
by the Special Services Division and the
Office of War Information (OWI), this
American Forces Network supplied the
troops with a steady diet of music and
information.

As the invasion date drew near, ETO-
USA signalmen rushed additional radio
facilities to completion to serve the
needs of the tactical forces. They in-
stalled a 4o-kilowatt single sideband
transmitter at Lingfield, Surrey, and the
receiver station at Swanley Junction,
Essex. These facilities provided one
voice and three radioteletypewriter chan-
nels to the United States. The U.S.
terminal was operated by the Long Lines
Department, American Telephone and
Telegraph Company. For operation with
AFHQ in Caserta, a 1-kilowatt station
was constructed. Two 5o-kilowatt power
units were installed for use in the event
of loss of commercial power. In May the
Signal Corps built a central radio control
room to control all radio stations within
the United Kingdom. The center was
equipped with broadcast and facsimile
transmission facilities. Late in the
month, signalmen completed antrac
VHF (radio relay) stations at Middle
Wallop and on the Isle of Wight, These
would provide cross-Channel facilities
between the U.S. First Army on the far
shore and the IX Tactical Air Command
at Middle Wallop. Multichannel connec-
tions were installed to the London GHQ
that would permit General Eisenhower
and Field Marshal Sir Bernard L. Mont-

“*ETOUSA Rpt, I, 6.
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gomery to speak directly to Headquar-
ters, First U.S. Army (FUSA), in France.
Facsimile adapters were connected to
each set of this circuit to permit the
transmission and reception of reconnais-
sance photographs in support of FUSA.
Still another radio station, one of g kilo-
watts, was built to provide high-speed
International Morse, facsimile, and
broadcast facilities to the Continent.*

The heavy task of providing signal
equipment for all the using units in the
ETO fell to the Supply Division, ETO-
USA. This division, through its various
branches, planned the ETO signal sup-
ply program; received, stored, accounted
for, issued, and shipped or delivered all
signal property in the United Kingdom
(except certain Air Forces items and
photographic supplies) ; installed, main-
tained, repaired, and salvaged signal
equipment; and procured or purchased
signal items furnished by Allied gov-
ernments through the reciprocal aid
program in the European area.?

The story of the Supply Division’s
struggles to fulfill its mission is one of
“trial, hard work, and constant persever-
ance.” *” From the first small group of
supply officers who journeyed from
London to Cheltenham in July 1942 to
put the signal supply service into oper-
ation, all but one man went to Africa in
the winter of 1942 or moved up to key
positions on the signal staff or in the base
sections.?® Before July 1942, the only

* (1) ETOUSA Rpt, I, g8. (2) See also account

of SHAEF communications and radio relay instal-
lation below, pp. 87-88, 104ff. (3) MS Comment,
Amory H. Waite, USASRDL, Jul 5g.

¥ ETOUSA Rpt, I, 40-41.

#“Ibid., p. 62.

* By April 1944, the Signal Supply Service at
Cheltenham numbered 8 officers and warrant offi-
cers, 222 enlisted men, and 51 civilians, 74id., p. 40.
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signal depot in the theater had been the
one at Carrickfergus, Northern Ireland,
operated by the 203d Signal Depot Com-
pany.?® That month five new signal
depots opened. The 2o4th Signal Depot
Company, spread thin, operated all of
them until 1943, when the 208th and
216th Signal Depot Companies atrived
in the theater to share the work.® By
December 1943 the Signal Corps had
eleven depots—nine were section depots
and two were branch depots.

There were signal sections at G-16,
Wem, midway between Birmingham
and Liverpool; at G—18, Sudbury, north-
west of Birmingham; G—z22, Moreton-
on-Lugg, go miles northwest of Glouces-
ter; G—z2p, Ashchurch, 8 miles north of
Cheltenham; G-40, Barry, 7 miles south-
west of Cardiff; G—45, Thatcham, south-
west of Reading; G—47, Westbury, 21
miles southeast of Bristol; and G-jo,
Taunton, 45 miles southwest of Bristol.
G-55, Lockerly (Salisbury), was added
to the list soon after the first of the year.
The two branch depots were S—800, Bury
St. Edmonds, 27 miles northwest of
Ipswich; and S-810, Crossgar, 18 miles
southeast of Belfast, Northern Ireland.?!

Still another signal depot activity em-
braced the base repair shop at Depot O

® History of the Signal Corps in ETO, p. 22,
draft copy. Working file, 314.7 Mil Histories, vol. 2,
Sig Sv, ETOUSA.

For account of Carrickfergus depot, see Thomp-
son, Harris, et al., [The Test, pp. 104—05. |

® Ibid.

# (1) Report of Signal Supply Service Survey,
ETOUSA, 1943, Tab g, List of SOS Depots ETO
Which Have Sig Secs and Sig Depots, 20 Dec 43.
8igC AC 4o00.112 Sig Sup Survey of ETOUSA, 22 Sep
—22 Dec 43. (2) ETOUSA Rpt, I, 6o. (3) Sig Sup
Div, Hq ETOUSA-SOS, 1ist ed., Historical Sum-
mary of Activities, 28 Jul 43. Admin g72.

In the numerical designations for the depots, G
stood for general, S for signal.
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~640, the main Ordnance depot at Tid-
worth, which installed radio sets in tanks
and armored vehicles. In December 1943,
the Signal Corps set up a storage and
issue section at Tidworth to work more
closely with Ordnance. Ordnance al-
lotted the Signal Corps 0,000 square
feet of space to store and issue the vehicu-
lar radio sets. All together, the Signal
Corps by early 1944 had 600,000 square
feet of covered storage space, almost
1,000,000 square feet of open space, and
was handling approximately 2,500 tons
of signal equipment and supplies each
week. 32

As in the United States, the signal
depots in the United Kingdom special-
ized to some extent. For example, Sud-
bury handled common items of signal
equipment for the AAF; Wem and Barry
stockpiled operational supplies; Moreton
-on-Lugg stored and distributed bulk
table of basic allowances (T/BA) equip-
ment shipped in advance of troops;
and Thatcham stored project equipment
for fixed installations, such as pole line
equipment, radio plants, and communi
cations systems.

Until May 1943, troops and equip-
ment were shipped to the theater at the
same time, organizational equipment be-
ing force marked. This arrangement was
never popular with supply men. Troops
sailed on transports; equipment was
loaded on slower cargo vessels. Thus the
time and place of arrival$ of troops and
equipment varied widely, and marrying
up the troops and their organizational
equipment meant expending an inordi-

* Hist, SigC in ETO, p. 53.
®Hist Summ of Activities, Sig Sup Div, Hq
ETOUSA SOS, 28 Jul 43.
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nate amount of time and effort.** Some-
times the delay was so great that equip-
ment marked for one unit had to be
given to another unit in order to avoid
loss of valuable training time. At times
some units received two issues while
others got none. In any case, since the
Signal Corps did not handle directly the
organizational equipment records for the
various units, it became virtually impos-
sible for the Signal Supply Division to
ascertain at all times just what items
were in the theater, which units had
their organizational equipment, and
what items a unit needed to complete
its equipment list.®

In mid-May 1944, the entire supply
picture brightened with the introduction
of the “bulk shipment” plan.?® Under the
new system, organizational equipment
was shipped in bulk a month in advance
of the troops for whom it was intended,
according to the over-all troop basis for
the period. In general the new plan
worked very well. The base section sig-
nal officer was alerted ahead of time as to
just which units were coming, the date
of their arrival, and where they would
be stationed. When a unit’s advance
party arrived, each signal officer received
requisitions showing him just where to
go to collect the equipment for his unit.
Ideally, by the time a division had been
in England a week, it would have go
percent of its equipment, and in two or
three weeks it would have g8 percent of
it, all that it was likely to receive since
there were always on S8ignal Corps

# USFET Gen Bd Rpt, Study 110, Signal Supply,
Repair, and Maintenance, p. 8.

% Hist, 8igC in ETO, p. 47.

% AG Ltr, sub: Standard Procedure for Ship-
ment of Equip and Sups to the U.K. AG 400.22 (16
May 43), OB-S-SPDD-M.
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tables a {few items of newly developed
equipment that had not yet been manu-
factured.”

Throughout the war, in nearly every
theater, signal supply officers complained
bitterly about the War Department
policy permitting newly standardized
items to appear on TOE’s months before
they were actually available even in
limited quantities. The Signal Corps
tried to overcome the irritating problem
by keeping the overseas commands in-
formed in advance as to just what new
items were planned and when they
would be available® In the ETO,
theater instructions specified that newly
standardized items should not be requisi-
tioned or reported as shortages, but the
ruling was almost impossible to enforce
and still more difficult to explain to the
various G-4’s. The most plausible ex-
planation for including such items in
the first place was the requirement that
they must be listed on current TOE'’s
before funds could be obligated to pro-
cure the iterns.?

Although the advance shipment plan
simplified supply distribution, for a time
it operated to deplete the meager main-
tenance stocks in the United Kingdom.
Stocks were just beginning to recover
from the inroads made to fill equipment
shortages for units destined for North
Africa in late 1942. In September 1943
a theater cable to Washington warned
that, of all equipment in the ETO,
Signal Corps items were the most critical

* Interv, SigC Hist Sec with Rumbough, 20 Feb

45.

®OCSigO Ser No. 48, Memo for Dirs of Staff
Divs, Chiefs of Operating Svs, and Dir Off Sv Div,
OCSig0O, and CO’s of Fld Activities, 26 Apr 45,
sub: Sup of Ncwly Standardized Items to Overseas
Comds, SigC OT 400 Sup Plan ETO.

® USFET Gen Bd Rpt, Study 110, pp. g-10.
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since they were not arriving in ac-
cordance with the shipment plan con-
templated by the War Department, and
depot stocks were virtually exhausted.*

Meanwhile, in the zone of interior the
commanding general of the Air Service
Command (ASC) at Patterson Field,
Ohio, charged that large stocks of Signal
Corps ground equipment had been built
up in the United Kingdom and that
issues of ground signal equipment items
for units ordered into the United
Kingdom ought to be greatly reduced.
He added that such a reduction would
permit the Signal Corps to catch up on
the production of critical items that were
behind schedule.** Presumably he had
in mind production of signal items for
the Army Air Forces.

The Chief Signal Officer at once sent
two officers, Col. Byron A. Falk and Lt.
Col. Caleb Orr, to the ETO to make
a firsthand survey.** Falk and Orr spent
three months checking depot stocks,
records, and methods. Their survey
covered controlled and critical items
used by the AGF and the AAF as well
as other important classes of items in
short supply in the theater. The officers
also visited troop units, both air and
ground, to find out what signal items
the troops had. Their findings indicated
that the theater records were accurate,
the back-order system excellent, and the
requirements correctly computed. In
fact, Orr reported that the system of

©*ETOUSA Rpt, I, 45.

21Incl 1, Ltr, Sig Of Hq ASC, Patterson Fld,
Ohio, to CSigO, 22 Jul 43, with Rpt on Sig Sup
Survey of ETOUSA, 20 Dec 43. SigC AC 4o0.112
Sig Sup Survey of ETOUSA, 22 Sep-20 Dec 43.

*# Memo, CSigO for CG ASF, 13 Aug 43, sub:
Equip for Units Ordered to the U.K., and 1st Ind,
CG ASF to CSigO, 17 Aug 43. SigC 475 Gen 2,
Aug-Dec 43.
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record keeping in the ETQO was better
than that of any supply system he had
surveyed in the United States. Yet the
records of the New York Port of Em-
barkation (NYPOE) showed large quan-
tities of signal material shipped to the
ETO for which there was no accounting.
Theater supply men blamed this almost
wholly upon the diversion of supplies to
North Africa. During that campaign,
many ships loaded with cargo that
NYPOE records showed as having been
received in the British Isles, actually
were diverted to North Africa in mid-
voyage.*

Signal supply matters improved as a
result of the Falk-Orr report. The
NYPOE agreed to accept the accuracy
of the theater monthly status reports
and to fill requisitions without editing
as quickly as material became available.
Within two months, stocks on hand in
the theater increased rapidly, although
part of the rapid rise resulted from War
Department action elevating the theater
to the highest possible priority.*

“Operational project” planning re-
ceived special attention during 1943 and
early 1944. Operational projects provid-
ed advance procurement information
months before a specific operation was
mounted so that the required material
could be manufactured and shipped.
Ordinary tables of equipment were
tailored for average situations. They did
not cover such items as construction
material for housing, port and dock fa-
cilities, fixed plant communications

“ (1) Rpt, Sig Sup Sv Survey of ETOUSA, 20
Dec 43, pp. 28-29. (2) ETOUSA Rpt, I, 45 and g6.
(3) Ltr, ACSigO to CG Patterson Fld, 8 Feb 44,
sub: Equip for Units Ordered to the U.K. SigC
EO Equip 44.

“ETOUSA Rpt, I, 46.
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equipment, and many other kinds of
material needed in vast quantities. Pro-
curing such special equipment took a
long time, often eighteen to twenty-four
months. Ye: supply planning officers
could not estimate the materials needed
for a given operation until the opera-
tional plan was in existence, and opera-
tional planning lagged notoriously. Ac-
tually, the War Department itself did
not inaugurate the operational project
system until the summer of 1943.*

The Signal Service, ETOUSA, set up
a Projects Division, which soon broad-
ened its scope of activity to become the
Plans Division.*® Typical Signal Corps
projects included provision for all the
fixed wire plant and equipment in the
advanced theater of operations; material
to install and maintain a communica-
tions system for railroad control in the
continental operation; enough signal
equipment to last from D-day through
D plus 240 for the Corps of Engineers,
for the Chemical Warfare Service, for
the Ordnance Department, and for the
Army Air Forces; radio equipment for
the signal intelligence service network; a
pool of 1,000 FM SCR-610 radios as
insurance against enemy AM jamming
during the assault phase; and many
others. Operational projects provided
(over and above T/BA allotments)
thousands of miles of assault wire;
public address systems for beach opera-
tions; waterproof bags for vehicular and
portable radio sets; teletypewriters by
the hundreds; package-type carrier tele-
phone apparatus; a whole wire com-
munication system for the Tactical Air
Force; mine detectors; cryptographic

% WD Cir 220, 20 Sep 43.
“Sig Sv ETO, History of the Plans Division, p.
1. Admin 3o4.
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material; telephone central-office sets for
six major signal centers; complete radio
stations; and stockpiles of many, many
other things.*”

Special jobs fell to the Chief Signal
Officer, ETOUSA. Many of them, such
as the operation of the photographic
service, were very important. Combat
photography, one of the more glamorous
duties, was only one phase of the photo-
graphic mission. The Army Pictorial
Division, established in the theater
headquarters in June 1942, soon grew to
a size comparable to many independent
agencies. It operated service labora-
tories, a supply section, a motor pool,
a carpenter shop, a camera maintenance
and repair shop, training facilities, a
photographic news bureau, base section
training film libraries, and other special
services. During the two years of prep-
aration for the invasion, the Army Pic-
torial Division turned out 85,000 nega-
tives and 1,300,000 still picture prints.
It also found, to its dismay, that the U.S.
Army was filled with amateur photog-
raphers, whose pictures all had to be
censored to be sure that they did not
innocently reveal military secrets. To
accomplish the censoring job, the Army
Pictorial Division perforce had to proc-
ess the films. By April 1944 the Signal
Corps, in an average week, was proc-
essing 47,000 rolls of amateur film and
making 70,000 prints. V-mail, too, was
a Signal Corps responsibility or, rather,
that portion of it that required photo-
graphic service. The Signal Corps used
the British Kodak plant to capacity
and processed the surplus itself. By D-day
the volume of outgoing V-mail letters
rose¢ to 13,000,000 monthly. Approxi-

" Sig Sv ETO, Hist, Plans Div, app. C, Summ of
SigC Projs.
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mately the same number was received
in the theater.*

ETOUSA’s signal responsibilities
ranged over such divergent matters as
exercising operational control of signal
intelligence and reworking the electrical
systems of jeeps to make it possible for
the military police to install two-way
radios. This last was a vital necessity in
a London jam-packed with pleasure-bent
American GI's on passes. ETOUSA’s
personnel included crystal-grinding
teams to grind the millions of crystals
needed for the thousands of radio sets
stockpiled for the invasion and Wacs to
take charge of many communications
duties. General Rumbough wanted
Wacs even if getting them meant cutting
down on the number of enlisted men
available for signal duty in the theater.*
The Signal Corps arranged for pigeons
(53 lofts, 4,500 pigeons, furnished by the
British) and for floating telephone poles
to the Continent; it was also concerned
with the supply of batteries to the
armies, and with the supply of spare
parts.

The Signal Division, SHAEF

By early 1943, signal officers on the
staffs of various organizations already in
the theater—ETOUSA, Naval Forces in
Europe (COMNAVEU), and the Brit-
ish Admiralty, War Office, and Air Min-
istry—had already done a great deal of
valuable spadework.’® A plan had been

“ ETOUSA Rpt, I, Ba—g4.

*Log entry, 17 Jan 44, CSigO Diary. SigC 313
Reds-Diaries, I, Sig Sv ETOUSA.

% Log entries, 22 Jan, 25 Jan, g Apr, 16 Apr.

% (1) Report of Signal Division, SHAEF, Opn
OverLoRD (hereafter cited as OverLorp Rpt), I, 2.
(2) Brig Lionel H. Harris, Signal Venture (Alder-
shot, England: Gale & Polden, 1g51), p. 1%79.
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Wacs OPERATING A RaDIO-TELEPHOTO
transmatter in England.

developed for the full use of communi-
cations facilities existing within the
United Kingdom. For example, com-
munications posts and radio stations had
been built along the southern coast of
England as part of the British
Defense Telecommunications Network
(DTN) .*2 Thus, a good deal of pre-
liminary signal planning was already
under way by 26 April 1943 when a
combined British and American staff
charged with framing a basic plan for
the invasion began work at Norfolk
House in St. James Square, London, un-
der the Chief of Staff to the Supreme
Allied Commander.

@ (1) Brig. Gen. Francis H. Lanahan, Jr., “Sig-
nal Planning for the Invasion,” Signals, I, No. 3,
(January-February, 1947), 34. (2) Brig. Gen.
Francis H. Lanahan, Jr.,, “Build-Up for Battle,”
Signals, 1, No. 1 (September-October, 1946), 19-20.
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General Eisenhower was appointed
Supreme Commander on 14 January
1944, and COSSAC became Supreme
Headquarters, Allied Expeditionary
Force. A British signal officer, Maj. Gen.
C. H. H. Vulliamy, headed the SHAEF
Signal Division. His deputy was Brig.
Gen. Francis H. Lanahan, Jr., of the U.S.
Army Signal Corps. Roughly half of the
division personnel were British and half
were American.”® Similarly, the signal
units that provided the communications
for SHAEF were divided between the
two allies. The xth Headquarters Sig-
nals was British; the 3118th Signal Serv-
ice Battalion, American. For the im-
portant message center duty with the
g118th, the Theaters Branch of the OC-
Sig0 in Washington selected experi-
enced men from the 17th Signal Service
Company, the unit that operated the War
Department’s own message center in the
Pentagon,

From 11 August 1944 until General
Vulliamy arrived on 26 October, Gen-
eral Lanahan acted as the Chief Signal
Officer, SHAEF, Lanahan would in fact
become the Chief Signal Officer, SHAEF,
in March 1945, when Vulliamy departed
for India. Lanahan had already organ-
ized the Signal Division, which by early
1944 included many prominent Signal
Corps officers.? The Signal Division was
made up of British and American Army
officers only, there being too few compe-
tent communications planning officers
on the Air and Navy staffs, either British
or American, to spare any for full-time

% OVERLORD Rpt, I, 6.

5 (1) CSig0O, Annual Rpt, FY 44, pp. 102-03. (2)
Interv, SigC Hist Sec with Col William D. Hamlin,
Nov 44. SigC Hist Sec file.

% (1) OverLorp Rpt, II, an. B, p. 59. (2) Harris,
Signal Venture, p. 244. (3) Interv, SigC Hist Sec
with Hamlin.

THE SIGNAL CORPS

GENERAL LANAHAN

work with the SHAEF Signal Division.
Yet the signal plan for the invasion had
to be fully co-ordinated among the
services; indeed, it had to be co-ordi-
nated as no other signal scheme had ever
been. A multitude of items of organiza-
tion and procedure awaited clarification.
“Communications by their very nature
cannot be kept in water-tight compart-
ments, and act independently within
each service.” ¢ The Combined Signal
Board (CSB) was set up in October
1943 to accomplish the necessary high-
level co-ordination. With General Vul-
liamy serving as the chairman, the board
brought together signal officers of the
Allied navies, the Allied air forces,
ETOUSA, the 21 Army Group, and 1st
Army Group.®” The CSB did, in fact,

* Harris, Sigrnal Venture, pp. 185-86.
" OverLORD Rpt, I, 6.
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provide a satisfactory solution. General
Lanahan described it as outstanding for
its “spirit of co-operation and willingness
to compromise,” %

Communications for SHAEF, both
for its own headquarters and for con-
nections to other commands, soon con-
sumed enormous facilities, taking over
telephone and telegraph circuits of the
General Post Office and adding new cir-
cuits, especially radio to Washington.
One of the main problems, when tele-
graph and telephone requirements first
came under consideration in August
1943, was to find a bombproof site large
enough to accommodate the SHAEF
signal center. The British Air Ministry
agreed to provide underground accom-
modations, and considerable work was
done at the site before the Air Minis-
try reversed its decision. Wire facilities
serving Headquarters, ETOUSA, were
already installed in the south end of a
tunnel of the underground railway sta-
tion at Goodge Street, and the SHAEF
signal center found a home in the north
end of the tunnel. The GPO installed
a 16-position switchboard, four positions
of which were modified for use as
a cross-Channel VHF radio switchboard,
and a 7o-line teleprinter switchboard
connected to various headquarters and
service organizations.®®

SHAEF grew so fast that not all of its
staft could be accommodated at Norfolk
House. By January 1944, part of the
Signal Division spilled over into a make-
shift building at Portland Court, twenty
minutes away, and for a time signal
planning suffered because of the separa-
tion of that staff. Resumption ot German

® Lanahan, ‘‘Signal Planning for the Invasion,”

Signals, 1, No. 3, 34.
® OverRLORD Rpt, I, 6-13.
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bombings in late winter forced SHAEF
to move out of London altogether. The
new location at Bushy Park, Teddington,
near Hampton Court, on the southwest
edge of greater London, brought all the
Signal Division together again in
March.®® Bushy Park was already head-
quarters for the U.S. Eighth Air Force,
which made its switchboard {code name
WipEwING) available to SHAEF until
other facilities could be installed. The
WIDEwWING camp grew “incredibly
quickly, using collapsible hutting which
they [the Americans] seemed to be able
to fit together to provide any size or
shape of building required,” commented
Brigadier Lionel H. Harris, a British
member of the Signal Division and chief
of its Telecommunications Section.®! He
added that the signal offices were more
substantial and better protected from
blast, a fortunate circumstance since
otherwise they would have been flat-
tened instead of merely bent, later on,
by the near miss of a flying bomb.
SHAEF telephone facilities at Bushy
Park at first were a 2o-position board.
By May the 20 operators had increased
to go. There were 24 teleprinters. Ad-
ditional line facilities connected wireless
links that could be brought under re-
mote control either from the Goodge
Street North signal center or from Bushy
Park. A conference telephone system
served the meteorological staffs of the
combined services—the British Admi-
ralty, the Air Ministry, the Allied Naval
Expeditionary Force, Allied Expedition-
ary Air Force (AEAF), and SHAEF—
by way of the Goodge Street center.
Private wires connected the SHAEF

® Ibid.
® Harris, Signal Venture, p. 18z2.
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War Room with each of the British and
American air forces.®?

SHAEF was plentifully supplied with
radio facilities. They included the use of
existing War Office, Air Ministry, and
Admiralty circuits to Algiers and GPO
channels to Washington.®® Manual and
automatic wireless rooms were installed
both at the Bushy Park and Goodge
Street North signal centers. There were
transmitting stations at Lingfield and
Wimbledon Common, and a receiving
station at Eyenesford, south of L.ondon,
with remote control lines terminating at
Goodge Street North. Emergency con-
trol facilities at the signal centers at
Goodge Street South (the emergency
signal center for ETOUSA) and at Duke
Street (the normal signal center for
ETOUSA) gave assurance that SHAEF
stations could be controlled from these
centers if necessary.* Radioteletype-
writer and radiotelephone circuits from
SHAEF to AFHQ at Algiers and a radio-
teletypewriter circuit from SHAEF to
AFHQ at Caserta opened shortly before
D-day. The U.S. Strategic Air Force al-
ready had in use a radioteletypewriter
conference system that enabled typed
conferences to be held with Washington
and with Algiers, and the system was
made available to SHAEF. Traffic facili-
ties for the press were also readied be-
fore D-day.%s

Some of the more important decisions
of the CSB standardized the time basis
and time ’‘expressions in messages

® OverLorp Rpt, I, 13 and app. B to NEPTUNE,
Sig Instrs, pt. II, an. P. (2) Harris, Signal Ven-
ture, pp. 184-85.

% Harris, Signal Venture, pp. 184-85.

% OverLorp Rpt, I, zo.

% OverLord Rpt, I, 21, and app. F to NEPTUNE,
Sig Instrs, II, an. P. (2) Harris, Signal Venture,

pp- 184-85.
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throughout the theater; ordained a
simple single<call procedure for all
ground force radio communications; es-
tablished telephone priorities; assigned
cross-Channel cable and VHF radio cir-
cuits; and allocated radio frequencies.
Time after time the members met to
deal with problems concerning wire
and cable, radio and radar, siting pro-
cedures, security and countermeasures,
radio ships and cable ships, air and boat
messenger service, codes and ciphers, air
warnings, signal troops, training, com-
munications for the assault forces, for
the navies, for the air fleets, and for the
press, speech scramblers for telephone
talk, and much more besides.®® Fortu-
nately, by then a great fund of informa-
tion had accumulated from experience
in operations in North Africa, Sicily,
Italy, and on the islands of the Pacific.
In retrospect, signal planners were de-
scribing North Africa as ““a small dress
rehearsal for the great undertaking that
was to follow.” ¢ The scale of communi-
cations for OVERLORD was perhaps
twenty-five times greater than it had
been for TORCH.

Of the many tasks confronting the
signal planners, the most difficult was
to evolve a workable plan of frequency
allocation. It is never easy to develop an
effective system to meet the needs of a
large force—naval, air, ground, and serv-
ice—in a combined operation. The dif-
ficulties multiply when several nations
are concerned, for there are differences
in types of transmission and frequency
bands of the transmitters to consider. A
minor mitigation in OVERLORD lay in the

® Overtoro Rpt, 1, 7, and II, 343-58.

® Lanahan, “Build-Up for Battle,” Signals, 1,
No. 1, 19-20.
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fact that the two nations involved spoke
a common language and employed com-
mon procedures. An existing British
system furnished the basis for the plan
ultimately adopted.®®

Invasion plans called for a concen-
tration of about go,000 transmitters
within a limited area of land, sea, and
sky. Complicating the allocation prob-
lem further were the rapidly increas-
ing numbers of new radar devices, the
many radios and radars used by
the bombing and fighter defense forces,
the powerful radio and radar jamming
transmitters, and the radio and radar
navigational aids of both air and sea
craft. The CSB set aside the frequencies
that the British Government required
to meet its minimum needs, earmarked
certain other frequencies serving essen-
tial war purposes, and then allotted fre-
quencies in blocks based upon a study
of bids submitted by the prospective
users.® As expected, the using forces bid
for several times as many frequencies
as were available. The frequencies
most in demand lay in the crowded
high-frequency bands. In fact, the Ra-
dio Frequency Committee of the CSB
received §,300 requests for channels be-
tween 1.5 and 8 megacycles from the 6
major services and from no less than
27 contributing agencies, including the
press and psychological warfare. The
frequencies between 2 and 8 megacy-
cles were overbid 400 percent, and in
the 2- to j-megacycle band the bids
amounted to seven times the number the
spectrum could provide.” Working out

% USFET Gen Bd Rpt, Study 111, Signal Corps
Operations, p. 1.

® Ibid.

"™ (1) USFET Gen Bd Rpt, Study 111, p. 2. (2)
Harris, Signal Venture, pp. 187-88. (g) Maj. Gen.
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a means of providing thousands of fre-
quency packets, or channels, within tight
limits without chaotic interference was
a feat bordering upon the impossible.
Brigadier Harris described the job as
“rather like taking two selected octaves
of a piano and putting in as many notes
as was possible, without adjacent ones
being so closely alike as to be indistin-
guishable.” ™' General Lanahan, too,
fell back on musical comparisons—fre-
quency allocation, he said, would yield
either orchestration in the air, or caco-
phony. “We were attempting to assemble
the greatest ether orchestra in history,
and the planning would determine
whether the orchestra produced music
and messages, or chaos and confusion.” 72

If the plan were to work, all com-
mands would have to practice maximum
economy in sharing their frequencies
and in employing only the minimum
power output at the transmitters. By
December 1943 the Radio Frequency
Committee of the CSB had agreed upon
a tentative allocation, and the grinding
of the necessary myriads of crystals be-
gan. But by February 1944 it became
apparent that the AEAF required more
frequencies. Over the strenuous objec-
tion of General Vulliamy and the signal
staff,” the committee took frequencies
from the ground forces and reduced the
already narrow separation of channels
in the 1- to 5-megacycle band from five

Francis H. Lanahan, Jr., “Radio for OVERLORD,”
Signals, I, No. 4 (March-April, 1947), 49-50. (4)
Lanahan, “Build-Up for Battle,” Signals, I, No.
1, pp- 19—20. (3) Lanahan, “Signal Planning for
the Invasion,” Signals, I, No. g, 32-36.

7 Harris, Signal Venture, pp. 187-88.

2 Lanahan, “Radio for OvVERLORD,” Signals, I,
No. 4, 49-50.

@ MS Comment in Ltr, Lanahan to Thompson,
SigC Hist Div, 31 Oct 7. SigC Hist Div file.



90

kilocycles to four. That meant grinding
more crystals, and on extremely short
notice, for it was 10 May when the re-
vised frequency allocation list was is-
sued. But in this specialty the Signal
Corps had become proficient, even to
the point where what had once been
a most exacting laboratory technique
was now transported into the field, and
mobile crystal grinding teams were at
hand. The task of providing crystals by
the thousands, meticulously prepared,
emphasized the one drawback to their
use. Nevertheless, the American decision
to use crystal-controlled mobile ¥M
radio greatly simplified the job of fre-
quency control in the jam-packed spec-
trum of sky over Europe from D-day
on.
By D-day the Signal Division of
SHAEF had laboriously turned out
twenty-one signal instructions, section
by section, complete with appendixes,
charts, maps, and equipment lists ga-
lore.™ The signal instructions assigned
responsibilities and laid down policies
in general and in detail. Codes and
ciphers furnished one example. The
Combined Assault Code was to be used
for all messages between headquarters
engaged in an initial landing operation;
the Combined Field Code, for all com-
bined traffic where no other combined
cipher was held; the Combined Strip
Cipher, to supplement the Combined
Cipher Machine. However, for the great
bulk of heavy headquarters traffic, the
Combined Cipher Machine system
would assure secrecy on teletypewriter
circuits, whether wire or radio. There
were also joint and intraservice codes

* The whole occupies nearly two hundred pages in
Operation OvERLORD Report, II, 137-342.
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and ciphers, special purpose codes and
ciphers (a radiotelephone code called
Slidex, a map reference code, an air
support control code, an air warning
code, and so on) with rules for their
use, together with many details on their
security and on action to be taken if
a system were compromised.

The now universally employed cipher
machines, both British and American,
formed the basis of the cipher systems
of the Allies.”™ The traffic loads, totaling
astronomical numbers of words or -
letter cipher groups, could have been
dispatched efficiently in no other way.
In the weeks just before the invasion,
ETOUSA headquarters traffic climbed
to a daily average of from 1.5 million
to 2 million groups.” Such a mass of
words could not have been enciphered
and deciphered by hand, by crypto-
graphic clerks converting letter by let-
ter using such slow, arduous devices as
strip boards, unless great delay could
be tolerated and unless very large num-
bers of message center personnel could
be provided. Of course neither could
the one be tolerated nor the other pro-
vided. The automatic cipher machine
was the solution. Moreover, it was much
more secure, as well as mechanically
precise. The German Radio Intelli-
gence Service—the counterpart of the
U.S. Signal Intelligence Service—admit-
ted, after prolonged efforts to crack the
Allied machine cipher systems, that they
were unbreakable. German cryptana-
lysts succeeded, of course, in breaking
many less secure systems, such as the
Haglin, or M—209, though the individ-

" (1) OverLoro Rpt, 1, g9, and II, 221-29. (2)
Harris, Signal Venture, pp. 1go—g1.

" Lanahan, “Build-Up for Battle,” Signals, I,
No. 1, zo.
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ual intercepts could generally not be
read for some hours or days, quite
enough time when temporary conceal-
ment was all the Allies expected. The
Slidex code had been broken soon after
the Germans first intercepted the traffic
during maneuvers in southern England
in March 1944.7

Speed and mass were the key words
in the Army message centers in those
greatest of all signal preparations to
date. Mass communication was in fact
the goal, commensurate with the total
wars of the 20th century. The Allies
readied huge quantities of short- and
medium-range radio sets, of wire-line
stores for combat use by battalions, com-
panies, and platoons. There were tens
of thousands of sets waterproofed, their
batteries fresh and fully charged; hun-
dreds of thousands of miles of assault
and field wire, enough for the 5 divi-
sions by land and the § by air in the
D-day assault, enough for the 16 divi-
sions that would be in Normandy with-
in five days, enough for the million
men who would be ashore in three
weeks, enough and plenty to spare for
the losses in battle.”® But the focus of
SHAEF signal planning centered on the
massive traffic loads of the headquarters

T (1) AD.I. (K) Rpt No. 407/1945, G.A.F. Signals
Intelligence in the War, VI, The Breaking of
Allied Cyphers in the West. SigC Hist Sec file,
German Sigs Intel. (2) Hist Div EuCom, Foreign
Mil Studies Br, Communication Project (MS # P-
038k), pp. 67 and 108. OCMH files.

The Germans likewise used automatic cipher
machines with their radioteletypewriter traffic, call-
ing the devices “G-Secret” machines, or “Sawfish.”
Hist Div EuCom, Opns Hist Br, OKH (MS # P-
041k), pp- 32, 38. OCMH files.

®Figures in part from Roger W. Shugg and
Maj. H. A. DeWeerd, World War II: A Concise
History (Washington: The Infantry Journal Press,

1946), pp. 298-99.
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—the millions of words telephoned and
teletyped, whether by wire or by radio, or
by both integrated into one system—
accomplished even in the fleeting con-
ditions of a military camp and as hand-
ily as in the well-established civilian
communications system of a large mod-
ern metropolis.

Large armies on Normandy beach-
heads would require heavy duty com-
munications lines back to England, and
that meant, traditionally, submarine
cable, and now more recently, radio
channels in VHF. There were also, of
course, numbers of Morse HF radio
stations set up for headquarters use, but
each station provided only one channel.
Multichannel facilities had to be ob-
tained The British provided cable and
cable ships and also most of the initial
supply of VHF radio. A number of Brit-
ish AM multichannel VHF systems were
readied on the Isle of Wight to link up
with companion sets whose crews fol-
lowed hard upon the assault troops to
the high ground beyond the Goirp and
Juno Beaches. Meanwhile, British cable
ships stood by to unreel their coils be-
tween Southbourne and the Normandy
beach near Longues as soon as the enemy
could be pushed back and the sea lanes
swept free of mines.™

A very important contribution to
SHAEF signal planning derived from
the signal staffs of the U.S. 1st Army
Group and the British 21 Army Group.
FUSAG was organized in October
1943.%° Its signal officer was Colonel Ly-
man until April 1944, when Col. Gar-

™ (1) Harris, Signal Venture, pp. 177-78. (2)
OverLorp Rpt, II1, 655-56.

% Hq ETOUSA GO 74, 16 Oct 43, Activation of
Headquarters First Army Group.
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land C. Black was assigned.®* Since
FUSAG was expected to remain non-
operational until enough American
forces reached the Continent to put an
additional American field army into
operation, the principal planning bur-
den for the early stages of the invasion
actually rested with the U.S. First Army.
A battle-hardened group of thirty-eight
officers, drawn from the old II Corps
of the North African campaign, com-
prised the heart of the FUSA staff.
Among them was the hard-driving sig-
nal officer, Colonel Williams.22 In the
winter of 1943-44 Colonel Williams
learned during a visit from General
Colton, chief of research and develop-
ment activities in the Office of the Chief
Signal Officer in Washington, that the
new FM multichannel radio relay, or
antrac, system was ready.s

This was exciting news. Colonel Wil-
liams of course was familiar with the
radio relay that the Signal Corps had

% In April 1944, the Signal Section of FUSAG
comprised 156 officers and men. Hist, Sig Sec 12th
AGp, 19 Oct 43-12 May 45. gg/12-31.0 (31695)
Hist, Sig Sec 12th AGp.

2 First U.S. Army, Report of Operations, 20
October 1943-1 August 1944, 7 vols. (Washington,
1945) (hereafter referred to as FUSA, Rpt of Opns,
20 Oct 43 ~1 Aug 44) . The Signal Section report is
contained in Book VI, Annex 12. The sec-
ond printed report of FUSA covers the period 1
August 1944 to 22 February 1945, and the Signal
Section report is contained in Book III, Annex 8.

8 Ltr, Col Grant A. Williams (Ret.), to Thomp-
son, SigC Hist Div, 24 Oct p7. SigC Hist Sec file.
This letter is one of a series dated 14, 24, and 31
Oct 57, hereafter referred to as Ltr, Williams to
Thompson, with date cited.

The word antrac commonly used by the Signal
Corps derived from the sets’ official nomenclature,
AN/TRC-1, g, or 4. For an account of antrac, or

radio relay, development, see below,[Pp. 494ft.,
and Thompson, Harris, et al, The Test, pp.
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used earlier in the Mediterranean op-
erations. That nonstandard equipment,
improvised from Motorola FM police
radios, had provided only a single cir-
cuit. The Signal Corps’ new AN /TRC-3
and 4 sets provided for speech circuits
or four teletypewriter circuits for each
speech channel as desired. The new
sets could also transmit pictures and
sketches by means of facsimile equip-
ment and could be connected directly
into the telephone and teletypewriter
circuits at either end.®

With General Bradley’s quick author-
ization, Colonel Williams immediately
requisitioned all the antrac equipment
that the Signal Corps could have ready
by mid-1944: about twenty-one 100-
mile radio carrier systems, each consist-
ing of 2 terminal sets and 3 interme-
diate relay sets to be placed 25 miles
apart, plus 100-percent backup spares.
He hoped to use the antrac to parallel
his wire systems from First Army to
rear echelon, to each corps, to lateral
armies, and to the air support com-
mand.%

In March 1944 the Signal Corps
shipped several complete 100-mile AN/
TRC-1, 3, and 4 systems, with spare parts
and auxiliary operating components, to
the United Kingdom. No one in the
theater knew how to assemble or op-
erate the sets. The g8oth Signal Service
Company, specially trained on antrac
equipment in the United States, had

% (1) Rumbough, “Radio Relay,” Military Re-
view, XXVI, No. 2, 3. (2) MS Comment, Waite,
USASRDL, Jul 49.

% Ltr, Williams to Thompson, 24 Oct 57.

Later in the campaign, as more antrac equip-
ment became available, it was used from each First
Army corps to at lcast three of the corps’ divisions.
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not yet arrived in the ETO. In April
the Signal Corps dispatched two of its
civilian laboratory engineers as techni-
cal observers to introduce the equip-
ment in the theater, help install it, and
train operators for it. “Observers” was
a misnomer. Amory H. Waite and Vic-
tor J. Colaguori, assigned to the Tech-
nical Liaison Division of the Chiet
Signal Officer, ETOUSA, at once went
to work under Colonel Williams and
his supply officer, Lt. Col. Elmer L.
Littell.®¢

First Waite and Calaguori had to find
the sets. Several had gone to the bot-
tom en route. The remaining sets, in
lots of 188 boxes per set, were scattered
in various supply dumps and ware-
houses from London to Wales. Once the
sets were located, the engineers began
assembling them and instructing officers
and men in their use, which was com-
plex, demanding a knowledge of car-
rier telephone and telegraph principles
as well as those of VHF radio. Day
and night the components of antrac—
carrier terminals, both telephone and
telegraph, facsimile, VHF antennas,
coaxial cable, and power supplies—were
their meat and drink. Waite and Cola-
guori worked ceaselessly with the 175th
Signal Repair Company’s officers and
men (Capt. Herman E. Gabel, 1st Lts.
Haynes and Keremetsis, T /Sgts. Richard
Fullerton and George Wright, and
others) who volunteered their time
every night after the daily routine of
the signal repair company to work till
three or four in the morning. When the
equipment assemblage of the first system

8 Colaguori was one of the engineers who had
helped install the original radio relay Motorola
police sets in North Africa.
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was completed, Waite and Colaguori
gave short training courses to men of
the 17th Signal Operations Battalion,
FUSA, and to signalmen of FUSA’s V,
VII, and XIX Corps, demonstrating and
giving detailed instruction to officers
and men who soon would be depending
upon it to a degree few communications
men had hitherto dreamed.?

As the invasion date drew near, First
Army’s G—2 sought Colonel Williams’
advice on the problem of getting aerial
reconnaissance photographs from the
beach to the headquarters of the IX Tac-
tical Air Command at Middle Wallop,
England, to help the airmen flying sup-
port missions.®® The signal officer of the
IX Tactical Air Command was Colo-
nel Garland, with whom General Rum-
bough bracketed Colonel Williams for
credit in inaugurating antrac in the

¥ (1) Tech Observers Amory H. Waite and Vic-

tor J. Colaguori, Report on the Combat Use of
Radio Sets AN/TRC-1, g, 4, and 8 in ETO, 1
May-11 October 1944, pp. 1—22 (hereafter cited as
Waite-Colaguori Rpt). SigC 3702 Rpton ..., 1
May -11 Oct 44. (2) Interv, SigC Hist Sec with
Waite, 17 Feb 45. 5igC Hist Sec file. (3) Ltr, Rum-
bough, CSig0 ETOUSA, to CSig0O, 2 Jul 44, and
Incl 1, Rpt, First Atmy VHF Cross Channel Cir-
cuit, 1 Jul 44. SigC OP g70.2 Gen, 13 Jul-g0 Dec
44 (Rpt folder 4). (4) ETOUSA Rpt, II, app. A (2),
First Army Very High Frequency Cross Chan-
nel Circuit, pp. 7-13. (5) MS Comment, Waite,
Jul 59.

Waite and Colaguori exemplified the idea of the
new equipment introductory detachment (NEID),
whose need was becoming ever more pressing as
new and newer equipment appeared in the the-
aters. A NEID of 110 officers and 140 enlisted men
took form under the Engineering and Technical
Service, OCSigO, and provided teams that traveled
on temporary duty to the theaters of war both to
introduce new equipment and to bring back re-
ports upon its performance. CSigO, Annual Rpt,
FY 45, p- 249.

% Rumbough, “Radio Relay,” Military Review,
XXVI, No. 2, 3.
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ETO. Williams had been assigned a
squadron of twenty-one light liaison
aircraft for messenger work, but they
could not be equipped with IFF (iden-
tification, friend or foe) radar recog-
nition equipment, and without it Wil-
liams was afraid to let them fly the
English Channel. Antrac, of course,
could transmit facsimile pictures. But
would the radiations, planned only for
25-mile jumps, be able to span the
eighty-three miles to the far shorer
Waite said he believed they could. One
facsimile channel and an emergency cir-
cuit into Combined Headquarters at
Portsmouth would suffice at first, to be
followed by multichannel operation as
soon as possible.

With a deadline of four hours in
which to draft complete plans for the
installation and get the project under
way, engineers from ETOUSA’s Tech-
nical Lijaison and Communications Di-
visions met on the Isle of Wight with
British officers from the Royal Corps
of Signals to pick a site. Waite and
Colaguori feared that the signal might
fade somewhat, since line-of-sight to the
Normandy shore was not possible. The
radiations would have to bend consid-
erably over the curvature of the earth,
even though the installations would be
on high ground. The civilian engineers
had made tests over a longer path in
a comparable location in Maine with ex-
cellent results, but the fact that this cir-
cuit was to be General Eisenhower’s only
telephone link to FUSA made careful
decisions necessary. One terminal set
they placed on a hill near Middle Wal-
lop. The pivotal relay assemblage was
readied for St. Catherine’s Hill on the
Isle of Wight, with one receiver-trans-
mitter pair facing north toward Middle
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Wallop, the other pair facing southeast
toward France.®

In his supply planning, Colonel Wil-
liams asked for a much greater quantity
of signal items than the usual “type”
field army would require. The initial as-
sault into Normandy would be made
without the benefit of the normal army
supply system installations close in the
rear; for weeks First Army might have
to depend on the supplies it carried
with it. In any event, Williams had
learned in Sicily that a campaign in
which a rapid breakout developed swal-
lowed up signal supplies at a rate enor-
mously greater than War Department
calculations allowed.?

Washington supply officers were in
fact appalled at First Army’s signal list,
not so much by the quantity as by the
nature of the items requested. Almost
all were in short supply. For example,
from one list of 70 items, 29 were in
the “critical” category, 9 were ‘‘most
critical,” and 12 were “practically non-
existent.” Eventually Williams got most
of what he asked for. First Army’s sig-
nal equipment ran to 4,400 tons, whereas
U.S. armies following in First Army’s
wake used about g,400 tons.®!

Signal Corps troops for the invasion
constituted, all in all, the largest gather-
ing of signalmen yet assembled for com-
bat. FUSA’s Signal Corps men alone
totaled 13,420 men, including three
joint assault signal companies (JA-
SCO’s), the recently devised units
containing both Army and Navy com-

% (1) ETOUSA Rpt, 11, app. A(2), pp. 5-18. (2)
Waite-Colaguori Rpt. (3) Ltr, Williams to Thomp-
son, 24 Oct 47. (4) MS Comment, Waite, Jul 59.

% Ltr, Williams to Thompson, 14 Oct 57.

* Log entries, 22, 24, and 25 Jan 44, CSigO
Diary. SigC 313 Rceds-Diaries, I, Sig Sv ETOUSA.
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municators.®> Besides these troops, the
FUSA list included 11 division signal
companies, 2 of them airborne and 2
serving with armored divisions; § signal
battalions; a signal operations battalion
and a signal operations company; § con-
struction battalions and 2 separate con-
struction companies; a photographic
company; a repair company; a depot
company; a radio intelligence company;
a pigeon company; and a number of
smaller detachments, some American
and some British.*® Among these were
traffic analysis units, an air liaison
squadron, a signal intelligence supply
unit, and an enemy equipment intelli-
gence service (EEIS) detachment.® In
addition, the troop list included three
companies designated as signal service
companies that actually were special
units to perform signal intelligence
functions at corps level. These troops
Colonel Williams asked for because his
North African and Sicilian experience

®The joint assault signal company provided
shore party communications, shore fire control,
and air liaison, requiring communications men
well-trained, familiar with joint procedures and
the complicated signal plan as well as with the
organization and functions of both the landing
force and the naval elements of the joint force.
Lt. Col. Hubert D. Thomte, Staff Study Signal
Communications for Beach Operations, Comd and
Gen Staff College, Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas, 5 Apr
48. SigC OP Sig Com for Beach Opns, 1948. See
also below, [pp._231ff]

®FUSA, Rpt of Opns, 20 Oct 43—1 Aug 44, bk.
VI, an. 12, pp. 13-14.

#The EEIS team had the mission of discover-
ing, assessing, and selecting items of enemy equip-
ment to ship home for further study. Until
mid-1943, the term EEIS meant Enemy Equipment
Identification Service. (1) Maj. Franklin M. Davis,
Jr., “Tcchnical Intelligence and the Signal Corps,”
Signals, 1II, No. 6 (July-August, 1949), pp.- 19-
26. (2) Capt Chester A. Hall, Jr., Signal Corps
Technical Intelligence, A Brief History, 1940-
1948 (1949), SCTC Monograph, Camp Gordon,
Ga., pp. 8-24. SigC Hist Sec file.
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had convinced him of the urgent need
for them, even though War Department
tables did not provide for such units.
He received them only after “endless
wrangling and arguing.” ®°

The Invasion

As the vessels bearing thousands of
Allied troops moved out into the
channel on the night of 56 June
1944, complete radio silence blanketed
the armada. While the ships proceeded
in darkness over the sea, huge air fleets
of the troop carrier commands flew in
the inky blackness overhead. But the
blackness was as daylight to the eyes of
radar. An American microwave early
warning (MEW) radar at Start Point
in Devon viewed the whole panorama
of the invasion through the night.®®

Radar for the Airborne Assault

From the electronics point of view, the
assault of the 82d and 101st Airborne
Divisions in advance of the VII Corps
landings on UTAaH Beach was very suc-
cessful.® This was true even though
many of the paratroopers were widely
scattered in the drops. The mishaps
resulted from circumstances having noth-

% Ltr, Williams to Thompson, g1 Oct 57.

% “Something Big Was On,” Radar, No. 4 (Au-
gust 20, 1944), pp. 2, 35. SigC Hist Sec file.

¥ (1) Gordon A. Harrison, Cross-Channel Attack,
UNITED STATES ARMY IN WORLD WAR II

(Washington, 1g51), pp. 278-g00. (2) UTAH
Beach to Cherbourg (6 June—2y June 1944),
AMERICAN FORCES IN ACTION (Washing-

ton, 1947), pp- 14—42.

These two sources describe in excellent detail
the airborne landings and the combat action of
the units involved, but give almost no information
concerning the electronic equipment used in the
drops.
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ing to do with the electronic devices
employed; all performed well.

Five and one-half hours before the
beach assault began, a score of Path-
finder planes from the IX Troop
Carrier Command flew to Normandy
guided by British Gee navigational aids
and using ASV (air-to-surface vessel)
radars, such as the SCR~71%, to scan the
terrain below.®® Aboard the Pathfinders
were paratroopers carrying Eureka bea-
cons, AN/PPN-1, and signal lights to
mark the designated drop zones to guide
the troop carriers that would come after
them. Cloud and fog obscured the land-
scape; not even the trained Pathfinders
could locate all of the exact areas chosen
for the drops® The paratroopers
drifted to earth in the Normandy fields
and orchards, set out the light signals,
and switched on their Eurekas. In two
zones west of the Merderet River, Path-
finder teams found enemy units dis-
turbingly near. The Americans dared
show no lights; the Eurekas had to
suffice.1®®

Half an hour later the great fleets of
the Troop Carrier Command ap-
proached, their Rebeccas (AN/APN-
2’s) interrogating and receiving pulsed
responses from the Eurekas on the

% For the story of Signal Corps development of
the SCR~717 and other wartime radars and radio
items of equipment, see Thompson, Harris, et al,,
The Test, Chapters and

® (1) Wesley Frank Craven and James Lea Cate,
eds., *“The Army Air Forces in World War 1L”
vol. 1lI, Europe: ARGUMENT to V-E Day (Chi-
cago: University of Chicago Press, 1951), pp. 188~
89, (2) UTAH Beach to Cherbourg, p. 14. (3)
Report by the Supreme Commander to the Com-
bined Chiefs of Staff on the Operations in Europe
of the Allied Expeditionary Force, 6 June 1944-8
May 1945 (hereafter cited as SCAEF Rpt), p. 28.

® Craven and Cate, eds., Europe: ARGUMENYT
to ¥V-E Day, p. 188.
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ground, guiding the pilots to the drop
zones. Enemy flak over Normandy had
dispersed the troop carriers’ tight forma-
tions; the main drops were generally
scattered, but the carriers hit three drop
zones exactly. Of 8oo planes, only 20
were lost. Of the 512 aircraft and gliders
that followed in successive waves, bear-
ing additional troops, weapons, vehicles,
and medical and signal units, only 8 were
lost.?! Ninety-five percent of all air-
borne troops dropped used information
from the AN/APN-2 beacons; 25 per-
cent dropped guided by radar alone,
with no help at all from signal lights.1%
Afterward the top commanders agreed
that “the principal causes of the dis-
persed drop pattern were cloud forma-
tions, flak and faulty navigation by some
of the pilots.” 1%

Despite the fact that, to the consterna-
tion of Signal Corps supply officers and
installation crews, neither maintenance
parts nor test sets IE-56 had arrived in
England before D-day, all the American
Rebecca-Eureka radar beacons had
functioned properly. They emitted their
responses as the Rebecca interrogators
aboard the carrier planes approached
within twenty miles. Only one Rebecca
failed, AAF reported. Nor did the
enemy jam the sets. If he had, the Allies
would have been prepared with an alter-
nate device employing microwaves since
the Pathfinder troops carried down with

W FUSA, Rpt of Opns, 20 Oct g43-1 Aug 44, bk.
VL, an. 12, p. 44.

2 Incl, Rpt, CSig0, ETOUSA, Use of Radar in
the Invasion of the Cherbourg Peninsula, 1§ Jun
44, with Ltr, Actg Dir Tech Ln Div OCSigO
ETOUSA to CSigO, 14 Jun 44, sub: Rebecca-
Eureka Equipment. SCIA file Misc, European
Theater, N-R folder 1.

w8 1) FUSA, Rpt of Opns, 20 Oct 43-1 Aug
44, p. 119. (2) SCAEF Rpt, p. 23.
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them a number of the very new radar
beacons, AN/UPW. These were similar
to Eurekas but operated on much higher
frequencies in the S, or 10-centimeter,
band, which responded to the radiations
of the standard Al (airborne inter-
ception) and ASV microwave radars and
gave visible indication on their oscillo-
scopes, just as the Eurekas did for the
Rebeccas at much lower frequencies. As
the carrier fleets came over the ground
beacons, they flew at 500 to 6oo feet
elevation, determined by the low-level
radar altimeter, AN/APN-1, and their
paratroopers chuted into the darkness
with a dropping accuracy of approxi-
mately plus or minus 400 yards. All
together, it was by far a much better
drop than previous ventures, in Sicily
for example. It was the radar devices
that made the difference in Nor-
mandy.1®

The first Signal Corps troops to land
in France were 28 men of the 101st
Airborne Signal Company, who jumped
with the division headquarters group and
troops of the gd Battalion of the so1st
Parachute Infantry in the early morning
darkness.'> Of the 28, 21 dropped in
the designated zone; the other #, some

% (1) Baxter, Scientists Against Time, p. 8.
(2) SCAEF Rpt, 6 Jun 44-8 May 45, p. 23. (3)
Memo, Lt Col George F. Metcalf, Chief Electronics
Div OCSigO, for Dir ARL, g Jul 44, sub: Visit to
ETO. SCIA file European Theater folder 1-a.
(4) Ltr, Maj Gen Robert W. Harper, ACofAS
Tng, to CG I Troop Carrier Comd Stout Fid
Indianapolis, Ind., sub: Use of Radar in Assault
on France. AAG 413.44-Al Radar. (3) “Troops
by Air,” Radar, No. 3, pp. 24-29. (6) FUSA, Rpt
of Opns, 20 Oct ¢43—1 Aug 44, bk. VI, an. 12, p. 44.
(7) Rpt, C8ig0 ETOUSA, Use of Radar in the
Invasion of the Cherbourg Peninsula, 1§ Jun 44.

18 AAR, 1015t Airborne Sig Co, Report Nor-
mandy, 6 June-12 July 1944. Opns Rpt §101-SIG—
0.8,
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25 miles distant.!®® The men recovered
only 4 of the 27 equipment bundles
dropped; in them were 2 radios. The
signalmen fought as infantrymen with
the elements of the gyoist, who marched
on Pouppeville and captured it.!*?

Meanwhile other signalmen of the
101st also were engaged in combat., Mak-
ing their preparations for the invasion,
the men had remodeled one of
the powerful longrange SCR-49g’s,
mounting it in a lj-ton trailer, which
could be towed by a jeep.!®® With the
radio set crowded into one glider and
the jeep into another, the men took off in
the first flight of gliders from England.
Four miles from the take-off point, the
glider containing the jeep and its crew
dropped. The other glider got away
safely and landed under enemy fire. The
signalmen unloaded the radio, hailed a
passing jeep, and towed the set to the
spot at Hiesville designated as division
headquarters. They arrived while the
men who had preceded them were fight-
ing at Pouppeville. About 1800, the men
got through to England with their first
radio contact.!® This SCR—4g99 did
yeoman duty on D-day and for the rest
of the first week of the invasion, serving
the two airborne divisions as their link
to England.

1 These seven joined other soldiers and fought
their way through enemy territory toward the
assembly area near Hiesville. Five of them made
it on D plus 5; 2 were lost.

(1) AAR, 1015t Airborne 8ig Co, Rpt Nor-
mandy. (2) Harrison, Cross-Channel Attack, pp.
283ff.

13 The SCR-499 was the air-transportable ver-
sion of the remarkably successful SCR-299, a com-
plete vehicular radio station for communication
between corps and division. SCR-499 components
could be packed in crates of various sizes for air
transport.

% AAR, 1018t Airborne Sig Co, Rpt Normandy,

p. =
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The 82d Airborne Signal Company,
dropping by parachute with the troops
of the 82d Airborne Division at various
locations in the vicinity of Ste. Mére-
Eglise or coming in by glider, lost many
men and much equipment. The radio
section was seriously hampered—out of
6 high-powered sets sent into the combat
zone, only one survived glider crash
landings. Likewise, out of 13 low-
powered sets brought in, only one was
usable. In the first few days, a small
wire platoon of 1§ men struggled hero-
ically to provide wire communications to
4 regiments and 20-odd organizations
and attached units, besides operating
switchboards at division headquarters.
The magnitude of the task can be meas-
ured by the fact that a wire platoon
serving a 3-regiment division ordinarily
numbered g4 officers and men.2t

Radio Countermeasures for
the Invasion

Not all the Allied radio and radar
emanations on the night preceding D-
day were intended to direct and co-
ordinate the operations of the invaders.
A very considerable proportion of them
sought to blind or deceive the enemy’s
eyes of radar and to deafen or deceive
his ears of radio. It was especially neces-
sary to jam his radars—in effect, to blind
him during the crucial hours before
the Allies established a beachhead.
German confidence in Festung Europa
rested heavily upon radar sets. The
enemy had erected hundreds, of a dozen
types, along the coasts, especially of
course along the beaches facing England

10 Diary, 82d Airborne Sig Co, NEPTUNE Opera-
tions, 6 June-15 July 1944. Opns Rpt 382-Sig—0.3
(20178) Master.
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from Dieppe to the tip of the Cherbourg
peninsula. On one stretch the Germans
had concentrated so many sets that there
was one for each mile and a half of
coast line.!!!

On the Allies’ side of the Channel,
radio countermeasure (RCM) plans,
both to strike blind all radars in areas
where the attack was coming and to
create the appearance of a major attack
where in fact only small deceptive forces
were to operate, had long occupied the
Allies. The planning required the most
extensive co-operative action—British,
American, Army, Navy. Through it all
the Signal Corps played an important
part, especially toward furnishing Signal
Corps equipment, whatever the craft in
which it was mounted or whatever the
service responsible for operating it2!?
In the RCM planning for the
invasion of Normandy, the British had
predominated, “in view of the greater
operational experience and resources of
the RAF and to a lesser extent of the
RN,” as a British report put it.!'3 Ameri-
can plans generally conformed to Brit-
ish proposals.

1t Electronics Warfare, 4 Report on Radar
Countermeasures, released by the Jt Bd of Scien-
tific Info Policy for OSRD, War and Navy Depts,
revised 19 Oct 45 (Washington, 1945) (hereafter
cited as Electronics Warfare), p- 18.

" E.g., AN/APQ-2, or Rug, which the Signal
Corps had developed and produced for the Army
Air Forces, was assigned in quantities to the
Navy for usc by the combined fleets in the inva-
sion of the Continent, since it was “the only
equipment available for use against the German
Coastal Watch radars lining the European Coast.”
This set had first proved its value in mid-1943
during the invasion of Sicily. CSigO, Annual Rpt,
FY 44, p. 322.

W Rpt No. JM/14 (2), Report on Electronics
Countermeasures in Operation OVERLORD (here-
after cited as Rpt JM/14 (2)), pt. I, RCM Policy,
Plng and Orgn, 22 Jul 44, sec. II, par. (24). SCIA
file,
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Jammers, both British and American,
of many sizes and types, were marshaled
to make utmost use of their capabilities.
A thorough effort had already been made
to bomb or shoot up all enemy stations,
but not all the efforts of Ferret planes,
photo missions, and espionage could pin-
point each of the many enemy radars
for the bombers’ attention. For the in-
vasion, therefore, Allied planes and ships
carrying RCM equipment sought to jam
every enemy radar station that had
escaped destruction. During the night
before D-day, eight Royal Air Force
craft and four American B—17’s patrolled
high over the south coast of England
and the northwest French coast, operat-
ing Mandrel spot jammers (AN/APT-
3’s) tuned to the low frequencies of
the enemy search radars, blinding them
so that they could not see the vast air
armadas forming over England and head-
ing toward Normandy.

At H minus 7, before the leading ele-
ments of the invasion fleet came within
range of German sea search detectors
ashore, Allied shipborne radar jammers
were switched on to blind the German
scopes. When within range of enemy
artillery on the beaches, the Allied crews
retuned their jammers, moving from
the frequencies of German search sets
to the frequencies of their gun-laying
radars, so as to disrupt radar-aided artil-
lery fire against the invading ships. Ac-
cording to plan, some 240 low-power
sets (AN/APQ-2’s, or Rugs) aboard
light landing craft formed the inshore
screen. Offshore, 60 medium-power
RCM sets operated from mine sweepers
and destroyers. At sea, aboard cruisers
and battleships, 120 high-power jammers
added their bit to the electronic screen.

This was the RCM onslaught, along
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the main front from the sea, up to H-
hour itself. Thereafter, certain ships
were appointed to take over RCM con-
trol, their specialized crews listening for
enemy radar and directing the jamming
of it, using care not to interfere with
the Allies’ own radars, set up by this
time on the beaches to watch for enemy
planes and then direct gunfire. There
was little jamming from land. England
was too far away, except for basing the
tremendous Tuba, or ground Cigar, one
of which, set up near Brighton, was pre-
pared to transmit in the 38- to 42-mega-
cycle band with sufficient power to jam
German aircraft communications across
the Channel. There were available for
the same purpose some airborne Cigar
sets as well. The Allies also used some
airborne jammers against the German
long-range search Freyas.!!4

The invasion RCM was not by any
means wholly direct jamming along
the invasion front. A very valuable por-
tion was deceptive radar measures
staged in areas where there was to be no
invasion. Radar, though a most potent
weapon, could not only be jammed into
blinded uselessness, but, ironically, could
also be converted into a dangerous li-
ability. RCM could be made deceptive,
so manipulated as to produce target indi-
cations on an enemy's scope that would
lead him into thinking large attacking
forces were coming where there were
none. Toward this end two diversions
of a few ships and aircraft equipped to

114

(1) Ibid., sec. 3, par, 27, sec. 4, par. 30, and an.
N, app. B. (2) CSigO, Annual Rpt, FY 44 p. 321.
(3) Joseph Reither, The Use of Radio and Radar
Equipment by the AAF, 193945, AAF Hist Mono-
graph, p. 149 of photostat copy in SigC Hist Sec
file. (4) “Jamming on D Day;, How It Upset
Jerry’s Radar Front,” Radar, No. 6 (November 15,
1944), pp- 10-11. SigC Hist Sec file.
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perpetrate RCM deception moved out—
one from Dover toward Calais and the
other from Newhaven toward Boulogne.
Their jammers, together with quantities
of aluminum foil (Chaff) droppéd from
low-flying planes, gave the impression of
a huge fleet. Further plausibility was
lent by a few launches towing balloons
that carried radar reflectors. Some of the
diversion vessels also carried sonic equip-
ment, another electronic innovation
in World War I1. Sonic equipment con-
sisted of nothing more than stentorian
loud-speakers, powered by large ampli-
fiers and made articulate by record
players, whose records or recorded tape
emitted sounds that gave every indica-
tion of an approaching armada. In the
sky the British employed Moonshine,
metal foil kitelike reflectors that, when
towed or released by a few aircraft,
gave a radar picture of swarms of in-
vading warplanes. All this RCM feint
worked especially well on the eastern
flank, causing the enemy to fire on the
fake armada and to send out E-boats on
the surface and fighter planes in the
air. As the German fighters circled vainly
in the night sky above Calais, wasting
valuable time and energy, the real in-
vasion moved, free from air attack at
least, onto the invasion beaches from
Sworp to OMmaHA. Thereafter, the RCM
offensive did not have to be maintained
as long or as intensely as planned, for
enemy resistance in the realms of air
and radar fast fell away.}1%

5 (1) Electronics Warfare, p. 20. (2) Rpt No.
JM/14 (2), 22 Jul 44, pt. 11, sec. I1I, pars. 27 and
28, sec. 4, pars. 2g and 30; also Rpt No. JM/14
(4), pt- 1V, 12 Aug 44, sec. VIL. (3) “Radar Coun-
termeasures,” The Engineer, CLXXX, No. 4601
(December 7, 1945), 460-61.

There was also an extensive radio deception
program in the Calais-Boulogne area. See Winston

THE SIGNAL CORPS
Communication on the Beaches

Troops of the U.S. V Corps landed on
OmaHA Beach on D-day meeting the fire
of the German 352d Division. Losses of
equipment were heavy. The 116th Infan-
try lost three-quarters of its radio sets
that morning, destroyed or waterlogged,
and command control suffered pro-
portionately in that sector.!’® The ad
Platoon of the 294th Joint Assault Signal
Company landed with elements of the
g7th Engineer Combat Battalion at
OmMmana Beach during the first hour of
the assault. These signalmen, well
trained in amphibious operations, were
capable of carrying more than average
loads of equipment safely, but their vehi-
cles were unloaded in deep water where
they had stalled and were hit by enemy
fire. Nevertheless, the men managed to
get most of their hand-carried items
ashore and turned them over to infan-
try troops and shore fire control parties
that had lost their communications
equipment in the fury and tumult of the
landings. With the remaining wire
equipment and salvaged bits of wire
picked up from the beaches, the JASCO
men, still under fire, set up a skeletal
wire system. This was the only communi-
cations system on the beach until noon
of D-day, when the 1st and gd Platoons
landed, bringing with them enough
equipment to replace some of the losses
suffered by the 2d Platoon. A detachment
of the 293d Joint Assault Signal Com-
pany, which followed the 294th ashore,

S. Churchill, “The Second World War,” vol. V,
Closing the Ring (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co.,
1951), p. 596.

18 For an account of the over-all action on the
invasion beaches, see Harrison, Cross-Channel At-
tack, especially Chapter VIIL
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lost one-third of its vehicles and half of
its radio equipment when a shell struck
the landing craft while it was still 350
yards offshore. Soon after landing, the
men had a wire communications net un-
der way (their D-day mission was to pro-
vide each element of the 6th Engineer
Special Brigade with communications)
and had established radio contact with
the 116th Regimental Combat Team
(RCT) by means of an SCR-goo. At
UTtAH Beach, where the going was easier,
the 286th Joint Assault Signal Company
got ashore quickly and soon had wire
communications functioning satisfacto-
rily. The failure to get an SCR-193
ashore, however, left a gap in radio com-
munication between the shore and the
VII Corps’ headquarters ship, the USS
Bayfield, a gap the Navy fortunately
plugged. !’

During the initial assaults, the con-
gestion in the water and on the beaches
forced the abandonment of a plan for
the JASCO’s to lay field wire between
headquarters ships and the troops on
the beach; therefore radio became
of the utmost importance.’!®* However,
the JASCO’s spread their wire networks
from joo yards to a mile along the
shore of the Cotentin peninsula and ex-
tended them from 5 to 12 miles inland.
The biggest problem was to connect the
forces on OmaHAa and Utan Beaches,

"7 (1) FUSA Rpt of Opns, 20 Oct 43-1 Aug 44,
bk. VI, an. 12, p. 16. (2) Col. Grant A. Williams,
“First Army's ETO Signhal Operations,” Signals,
II, No. 4 (March-April, 1948), 5-11. (g} OMAHA
Beach. Folder No. 38, SigC Hist Sec file. (4) His-
tory of the zgsth Joint Assault Signal Company,
1944. SGCO-294-0.1 (16389) Master. (5) Hist Sec
ETOUSA, Opn Rpt, NEPTUNE, OMAHA Beach, 26
February-26 June 1944, Provisional Engineer
Special Brigade Group, pp. 28g-320.

18 Williams, “First Army’s ETO Signal Opera-
tions,” Signals, 11, No. 4, pp. 5-11.
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which was done initially by radio link,
then by laying spiral-four cable.

The 1st Signal Company, serving the
1st Infantry Division, was divided into
six main groups for separate loadings on
separate ships. The first group of four
officers and seventy-five men, landing at
H plus go, met heavy mortar, artillery,
and machine gun fire and set up its
first radio sets less than five feet from
the water’s edge. The sets communicated
successfully with the regimental head-
quarters ashore and the division
headquarters afloat. Later, when the
machine gun nests had been cleared, the
wire teams began laying their lines.!!?

According to the signal plan, an ad-
vance detachment of the j6th Signal
Battalion attached to the 1st Infantry
Division was to go ashore on OMAHA
Beach at noon on D-day to install and
operate V Corps’ headquarters com-
munications. However, only one wire
team got ashore on schedule. The men
faced a formidable task, more burden-
some still because the wire team of the
2gth Infantry Division had also failed
to get ashore. There was little to work
with; constant and heavy enemy fire
harassed the men. They managed to in-
stall and maintain wire communications
for both divisions and the beach—three
point-to-point circuits that they kept in
operation with a fair degree of success.
No switchboard was available until the
afternoon of D plus 1 when the rest of
the advance detachment finally got
ashore. 129

Near evening on D-day the signal

M8 (1) AAR, 1st Sig Co, Jun—Dec 44. 301-51G-o.§

(4878) M. (2) Hist Rpt, 1st Sig Co, 1 Jun-30 Jun
44. OP g70.2 Rpt folder 4 Gen, 13 Jul-30 Dec 44.

12 FUSA, Sig Sv Hist Red, sec. V, p. 13. SCIA
file European Theater folder 11-a.
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officer of the 29th Division, Lt. Col.
Gordon B. Cauble, and his signal
headquarters detachment landed from
an LCVP (landing craft, vehicle and
personnel) . They carried ashore two
SCR-60g’s. As yet no communications
net had been established on the battle-
swept beach. The Signal Corps men of
the 29th Division had been scattered
aboard various vessels and were unable
to follow their signal plan. Cauble and
his men set up their 6og’s at the division
command post in a rock quarry several
hundred teet back from the beach. While
running in a wire from a telephone line
just laid on the beach, they succeeded
in making radio contacts with a num-
ber of other adjacent units. “But
it was D plus 2 before we really got
our planned communication system es-
tablished,” Cauble later said. And even
after they had located themselves in the
cellar of a nearby chateau and after
equipment and men began to accrue,
communications remained a nightmare
until American troops slackened the
pace of their drive inland and wire lines
caught up with them. “Wire communi-
cation was excellent by the fifth day,”
according to Cauble, “and after that,
radio was not used in the higher eche-
lons.” 121

At UtaH Beach, VII Corps communi-
cations lay in the capable hands of the
veteran pjoth Signal Battalion.™® The
battalion came ashore with the early
waves of infantry at H plus go. Of the
various radio, message center, and wire

1 Interv, SigC Hist Sec with Cauble, 5 Jan 45.
SigC Hist Sec file.

2 The goth Signal Battalion’s overseas duty
predated Pearl Harbor. It went to Iceland in
September 1941 for two years, then moved to Eng-
land late in 1943.
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teams, the forward section of the message
center platoon under Lt. Alexius H.
McAtee probably encountered the most
frustrations. Prematurely landed in
water so deep that most of their equip-
ment was washed away, the men strug-
gled ashore through heavy shelling and
began operations as best they could.
Battalion message center teams processed
radio messages by flashlight through-
out the night and in the morning initia-
ted a ‘“hitch-hike” messenger service to
the 1st Engineer Special Brigade, since
all message center vehicles had been
washed away in landing.!?® Other ad-
vance elements of the soth promptly set
up radio communications for VII Corps
headquarters and from corps to the 4th
Infantry Division, the 82d and 101st
Airborne Divisions, the Ninth Air Force,
and the headquarters ships lying off-
shore.

Soon after H-hour, British and Ameri-
can ground radars went ashore. The
American sets were LW's (light warn-
ing) such as the SCR-6o2’s, SLC’s
(searchlight control) such as the SCR~
268’s, and the microwave sets such as the
gun layer SCR-584.1? They later in-
cluded the huge 6o-ton MEW radar, one
of which landed on D plus 10. On the
American beaches the initial air defense
system included both American and
British radars—at OmaHA, for example,
a British GCI (ground controlled inter-
ception radar) and LW’s of the Ameri-
can 555th Signal Aircraft Warning Bat-
talion. They began landing late in the
afternoon of D-day amid the litter on

= History of the poth Signal Battalion, Septem-
ber 1941-May 1945. SG BN g50-0 (27904) 207.03.
¢ Thirty-nine SCR-584’s reached Normandy on
D-day. “The SCR-584 Earns Its Keep,” Radar,

No. 5 (September 30, 1944), P. 8.
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the sands while mortar and small arms
fire continued to wound many of the
men and severely damage some of the
vehicles. The men moved the equip-
ment over the beach and into the shelter
of a draw east of St. Laurent-sur-Mer.
By early the next morning the g55th
Signal Aircraft Warning Battalion had
its LW radars on the air and was re-
porting aircraft.'® The few German
planes that attacked the beaches found
a hot and ready welcome.

All the radars were well prepared for
the landings, however wild the surf and
high the tide. One SCR-584 trailer van,
which had failed to reach land, was dis-
covered completely waterproof and air-
tight floating in the Channel. Towed
to land and opened, it was found dry
and ready to operate.!*® The 215th
Signal Depot Company dried out, re-
paired, and reissued another set re-
covered from a sunken landing craft.!'*

Thus, despite all obstacles, men and
equipment reached the beaches and
beyond. The various networks rapidly
went into operation: army, corps, and
division command and point-to-point
radio nets; regimental combat team
radioteletypewriter and wire teletype-
writer nets; separate telephone, teletype-
writer, and radio nets for army and corps
radio intelligence companies, including
circuits to the G—2 of the headquarters
served, and a cross-Channel net used
jointly by the army company and the

1% Col, E. Blair Gariand, “Radar in ETO Air-
Ground Operations,” Signals, 111, No. 4 (March-
April), 1949), p. 9.

% Harold Berman, SCEL, “The SCR-584: A
Hard Hitting Radar Set,” Signals, I, No. 2 (No-
vember-December, 1946), p. 41. For details of

packaging these radars, see below,
TMS Comment, Williams, Jul xg.

103

Signal Intelligence Service, ETOUSA.
Naval signal detachments established a
beachmaster’s boat control net and a
beach net. During the assault the station
on the FUSA headquarters ship entered
two 21 Army Group command nets and
established three FUSA command nets.
The first of these included the corps
headquarters and the Plymouth Signal
Center; the second, an antiaircraft
brigade and miscellaneous FUSA units;
and the third, three engineer special
brigades. Naval shore fire control nets
also were in operation during the as-
sault landings and till as late as the
battle near Carentan and during the
attack on Cherbourg. Forward troops
made excellent use of FM radio. There
were some disappointments, however.
For example, the invasion plans had
called for forty-four public address sys-
tems for use in the beach landings, but
none had been received by 5 June and
only sixteen were en route.!?®

Except in the worst of the battle-
swept sectors, OMAHA communications
were remarkably good. Radios and
radars, large and small, got ashore and
into operation without serious difficul-
ties other than those imposed by the
enemy. Radio frequencies were kept well
in hand, with one exception. A power-
ful transmitter broke in upon the high
frequency bands soon after D-day and
caused considerable consternation. When
it was found to be a commercial Press
Wireless station broadcasting from the
U.S. sector directly to New York, a suit-
able frequency was assigned to it.!®

2 CM-IN 3954-5, Jun 44, CG USASOS in Brit-
ish Isles to WD. SigC file, Hist of Proc of Beach
Landing Public Address Systems AN/UIQ-1
DCSigO file.

12 For details, see below,
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All together in the month of June,
eighty-five complaints of interference in
HF radio channels came to the Signal
Division of SHAEF. All were corrected
except three, whose sources of interfer-
ence could not be discovered.!® All in all
the tremendously complex frequency
plan for OVERLORD had succeeded well.

As in every invasion in the ETO since
TORCH, communications ships played
a basic role. Aboard the FUSA head-
quarters ship, the USS Achernar, a 50-
man contingent from the 6th Signal
Center Team and the 17th Signal Opera-
tions Battalion handled the communica-
tions center. The USS Bayfield served
as the headquarters ship for VII Corps.
Also present was the “Lucky” Ancon,
overhauled after her brush with German
bombs off Salerno.!¥* The ship pro-
vided the communications headquarters
of the V Corps under signal officer Col.
Haskell H. Cleaves. Radio nets aboard
these headquarters ships furnished com-
munications between echelons of FUSA
headquarters, both afloat and ashore in
the initial days, as well as communica-
tions back to the army rear echelon in
England.’*> The headquarters ships
hovered off the beaches for five days
until the command post of FUSA was
safely in operation. Then the men who
had operated the centers disembarked
and reported for duty to the 17th Signal
Operations Battalion.

The lodgment in Normandy secure,

3% (1) Harris, Signal Venture, p. 201. (2) Lana-
han, “Radio for OvERrLORD,” Signals, I, No. 4, p.
52, and “Signal Planning for the Invasion,” Sig-
nals, 1, No. 3, p. 36.

1 See above,[p. 47)

»@ (1) FUSA, Rpt of Opns, 20 Oct 43-1 Aug 44,
bk. VI, an. 12, p. 16. (2) First Army Signal Sec-
tiom Historical Record, ETO, sec. I, pp. g-12.
SClA file European Theater folder 11-a.

THE SIGNAL CORPS

cable connections with England became
established. Brigadier Harris and his
American deputy, Col. William C.
Henry of the Signal Corps, presided over
the laying of the first cable from South-
bourne, England, to the Normandy
beach near Longues, a task completed
on 10 June. The second cable, started
soon after and parallel to the first, en-
countered ill fortune when the British
cable ship Monarch was shot up by
enemy gunfire on D plus 8. A Signal
Corps photographer aboard her had been
photographing the operation but his film
was lost in the riddled chart room. By
17 June a second cable spanned
the Channel and, with the aid of the
first, assured large-scale communications.
Hardly had the two vital lines been com-
pleted when ships dragging their anchors
fouled and snapped both cables during
the great storm of 20 June (D plus 14).
Not till 24 June and 28 June were the
broken ends of the first and second
cables, respectively, picked up, miles of
new cable spliced in, and the circuits
restored.%3

Radio Relay

Meanwhile, both the British and the
American version of the new and
tremendously significant innovation,
multichannel radio relay, maintained
heavy traffic loads. The equipment had
been installed and put into operation
much sooner than the cables. Moreover,
it remained unaffected by the vagaries
of the storms and hazards of the sea.

The American version of the equip-

2 (1) OverLORD Rpt, III, 602, and chart, p. 655.
(2) Harris, Signal Venture, pp. 2oz2-05. (3) MS
Comment, Waite, Jul 59.
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ment—the antracs—performed with spec-
tacular success. Among the many
persons who waited out the first anxious
hours of the invasion were the two ci-
vilian engineers, Waite and Colaguori.
Some days earlier, it had been deter-
mined that one of the civilians “would
have the rather doubtful privilege of
going into France on D-day or shortly
thereafter. A coin was tossed, two out
of three, and Mr. Colaguori won.” As
Colaguori prepared his equipment and
truck and drove to the docks, officers
and men of ETOUSA’s Technical Liai-
son Division helped Waite with the in-
stallation on the Isle of Wight, atop the
hill called St. Catherine’s. On St.
Catherine’s crest the British (and U.S.
Navy, using British AM sets) had al-
ready placed the several terminals of
the British VHF radio links intended to
reach the British GorLp and Juno
Beaches.

On the rounded grassy summit of St.
Catherine’s stand the ruins of an an-
cient tower. A watchtower centuries old,
it had witnessed signals before, for it
had been used as a station for signaling
the approach of enemy ships, including,
on one renowned occasion, the Spanish
Armada. More recently, the ruins had
served as a landfall for the German air
fleets. Now, as a final touch in this mix-
ture of the hoary remote and fantastic
new, the Signal Corps men installed the
paraphernalia of the first antrac in
Europe.

On D-day Waite and members of the
g8oth Signal Company, specially trained
on the AN/TRC-4 and newly arrived
in the United Kingdom, began a long
and anxious watch. “We could see the
ships by the hundreds heading for France
at our very feet almost,” said Waite,
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“and others coming back . . . shell fire
and bomb explosions were always

audible and at night the distant red
flashes. . . . One day passed, and then
another. A British circuit came in first,
much to my regret since I naturally
wanted our boys to land first.”

Fighting was heaviest at OmaHa. Cola-
guori, embarked on an LST with a unit
of the engineers, could not get ashore
throughout D-day. That night he suc-
ceeded, but it was many hours more
before he could advance four hundred
yards to the bluffs, where the fighting
continued hotly.

Back on St. Catherine’s hill, the Signal
Corps men waited and worried. For
seventy-two anxious hours they had no
word from any American unit. Then at
last, fourteen minutes past one o’clock
on the afternoon of 8 June, they saw the
indicator rise on the receiver meter, ad-
justed their equipment, and heard with
complete clarity: “Hello, B for Bobbie;
this is V for Victor.” Waite, as soon as
he could answer, replied with strict
propriety, according to SOP: “Hello, V
for Victor; this is B for Bobbie.” Then
with less propriety, ‘“Where in hell have
you been?” “What d’ya mean where have
we been?” expostulated Colaguori at
Omana Beach, “We've been through
hell,” punctuated by the nearby ex-
plosion of a German 88 shell, which the
listeners in England heard clearly. Ex-
change of messages then began. Late
that afternoon the first facsimile trans-
mission passed over the complete
length of the 125-mile relay from Middle
Wallop to OManA Beach. Three or four
days later, the headquarters of the First
U.S. Army went ashore with carrier
equipment, which immediately used the
full potential of the antrac link as a
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First ANTRAC Station 18 Eurorg, on St. CaTHERINE’S HiLL, IsLE oF WIGHT

4-channel carrier system.!3* Scores and
hundreds would follow as the demand
for antracs reached a crescendo.

Lt. Col. John Hessel, formerly a ci-
vilian engineer at the Laboratories, now
in Signal Corps uniform and serving in
the Technical Liaison Division, Office
of the Chief Signal Officer, ETOUSA,
wrote triumphantly to a fellow engineer
officer, Maj. William S. Marks, Jr., who
was still serving in the Monmouth
laboratories:

You will be glad to know that Victor
went with Colonel Williams at a very early
date and that cross-channel communica-
tion was established on the AN/TRGC-1
on D plus 2 at 1314 hours. . . . The circuit
has been in continuous operation without

4 (1) Waite-Colaguori Rpt. (2) MS Comment,
Waite, Jul 5g.

fading except for two periods of not more
than one minute each. The general opin-
ion seems to be that this is the most re-
liable cross-channel circuit yet put into
operation.

These remarks bore a 14 June date.
A continuation, dated 20 June, adds:
“Information has just been received that
Colonel Williams has been decorated by
General Bradley for the conspicuous
success of his communications. The last
report received is that the circuit is still
on 24-hour-per-day operation and carry-
ing capacity traffic with no failure and
no breakdown.” 135

s Ltr, Hessel to Marks, Camp Coles Sig Lab,
14 Jun 44. SigC 41344, AN/TRC-1, 194345
(ET-2534).

“Waite and Colaguori both received Bronze
Stars but much later.” MS Comment, Waite, Jul 59.
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The British sets on St. Catherine's
worked well except during the warm
parts of the day, when they faded out
because of their AM characteristics. The
American FM gear, on the other hand,
did not lose modulation when signal
strength weakened a bit during the mid-
day hours. At such times, the American
set provided cueing for the British to
their installations at Caen.!%*

Facsimile transmission, too, received
Ligh praise. Photo reconnaissance planes
took the pictures and flew them back
to Middle Wallop for developing and
identifying. Seven minutes after they
were put on the facsimile machine on
the Middle Wallop antrac, they had been
received on OmaHA Beach and were
being rushed to the gun control officer.
The gunners had a continuing picture
of enemy gun emplacements, tanks, and
other targets concealed behind hedge-
rows, buildings, and terrain. Facsimile
equipment transmitted typewritten ma-
terial, line drawings, and photographs
with equal ease.t®7

General Rumbough greeted the
antracs enthusiastically. “This opera-
tion,” he reported to General Ingles,
“marks an important milestone in mili-
tary radio communication. Tactical field
radio equipment has been successfully
integrated with wire line and terminal
equipment to form a system comparable
in reliability and traffic capacity to all-
wire systems,” 138

18 MS Comment, Waite, Jul pg.

¥ (1) Ibid. (2) Waite—Colaguori Rpt, p. 29.

13 Ltr, Rumbough to CSigO, 2 Jul 44, sub: VHF
Radio Com. SCIA file 4 Rumbough Rpts folder 2.

“Radio relay equipment,” General Rumbough
later declared in retrospect, “‘is a revolutionary de-
velopment in communication.” In fact, radio relay
alone preserved communications on more than one
occasion, when wire could not keep pace during
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Pigeons also landed on D-day, about
five hundred of them. They were used
to carry ammunition status reports, un-
developed film, and emergency mes-
sages. Communications by other means
were so good, however, that the pigeon
messengers were not used extensively.!3?

Communications for the Press

“Press communications,” said General
Lanahan, “is one of the most difficult
problems facing an Army involved in
modern mobile warfare.” 4 Arrange-
ments for press communications had
occupied a large place in SHAEF signal
planning, especially since it was well
understood that President Franklin D.
Roosevelt took a personal interest in
communications for the press. To
bolster the planning, Lanahan had
obtained the services of Col. David
Sarnoff, in civil life the president of
RCA, to head the SHAEF section deal-
ing with communications facilities for
public relations matters14

The generally unsatisfactory arrange-
ments for press communications in the
North African invasion clearly indicated

the onrush of American armies in Europe. Rum-
bough, “Radio Relay,” Military Review, XXVI, No.
2, Pp. 3-12, passim.

1 {1y Ltr, 1st Lt Thomas H. Spencer, Comdg
2d Platoon (Sep) =28oth Sig Pigeon Co, to SigO
12th AGp, 27 Jul 44, sub: Transmittal of Pigeon
Rpt, and Incl, Use of Pigeons in the Invasion of
France. SCIA file European Theater folder 1-a.
(2) Pigeons on D-day, SigC Tech Info Ltr 43
(Jun 45), p. 17.

0 Lanahan, “Signal Planning for the Inva-
sion,” Signals, I, No. 3, p. 36. “Press communica-
tions” included communications for press copy, live
and recorded voice broadcasts, still and motion
pictures, and service messages concerning these
matters.

¥ Ltr, Lanahan to Col Roscoe C. Huggins, 31
Oct 57.
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that a better plan must be provided
for OverLorp. In North Africa, the spe-
cial broadcasting detachment organized
to expedite press traffic back to the
United States had been unable to per-
form its mission satisfactorily. The group
of ten officers and twenty enlisted men
was too small and, lacking its own com-
munications equipment, had to depend
on other organizations to handle the
traffic. As a result, traffic was delayed,
sometimes as long -as several days.*

For OverLORD, SHAEF on 29 Decem-
ber 1943 activated the provisional 6808th
Publicity and Psychological Warfare
Service Battalion.!*® Its mission, in addi-
tion to handling psychological warfare
matters, was to house, feed, transport,
and provide communications for the
small army of war correspondents ac-
credited to the U.S. armies for the op-
eration.!** The battalion was made up of
hand-picked men from units already in
the theater, plus specially selected per-
sonnel sent from the United States.
Mobile radio broadcasting companies,
originally called signal combat propa-
ganda companies, were absorbed by the
battalion. On 8 March 1944 the bat-
talion was reorganized under TOE go-
46 as the 72d Publicity Service Battal-
lon .

A communications platoon of 106 men
was provided in order to operate a one-
kilowatt radio station and its associated
terminal equipment, which would pro-
vide circuits to England, from which
point the traffic would be relayed to

42Lt Col James B. Smith, Communications for
the Press (1950), Sig Sch Monograph. The Sig
Sch Libr, Ft. Monmouth, p. 4.

“Hq ETOUSA, GO gg.

# (1) 12th AGp Report of Operations, X1V, 26—
$6. (2) Smith, Com for the Press, p. 4.

% 12th AGp, Rpt of Opns, XIV, 27-28.
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the United States over commercial chan-
nels. Divided into four teams—a group
of 15 men for each of the two American
armies, First and Third, another group
of g3 to remain in London, and a
fourth team of 43 men assigned to 1st
U.S. Army Group (later to 12th Army
Group) —the platoon was slated to han-
dle all press traffic for the U.S. armies
on the Continent during the first sixty
days of the operation. Two selected com-
mercial companies, Press Wireless and
Mackay Radio and Telegraph, would
then establish circuits from the Conti-
nent direct to the United States.**® Press
Wireless was to become operational on
D plus 60; Mackay, on D plus go.
Press Wireless men and equipment
landed in England a month before D-
day, and Mackay crews arrived on the
scene two weeks later. Press Wireless
had brought along not only a 15-kilo-
watt transmitter but also a spare 400-
watt transmitter just in case it might
be needed to key the larger transmitter
remotely. Meanwhile, Lt. Col. James
B. Smith, the Signal Corps officer who
served as communications officer of the
Publicity and Psychological Warfare
Section of FUSAG, was eaten up by
worry—his 1-kilowatt transmitter (SCR~
399) and its associated equipment had
not arrived. Without it, the #2d Public-
ity Service Battalion would be helpless
to move the press traffic according to
plan. When he confided his worries to
the Press Wireless crew, they offered
him the use of their spare 400-watt
transmitter until his SCR-59g arrived.!*?

" (1) SHAEF, Neprune, Sig Instrs, pt. I, sec.
XIX, item 8, par. 2. (2) Smith, Com for the Press,

P 5
 The SCR-gg99 actually did arrive two days
before D-day,
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Smith countered by asking if the Press
Wireless organization would be willing
to take their 4o0o-watt transmitter to
France and operate it directly to the
United States, if such an arrangement
could be made. The Press Wireless men
“jumped at the chance to give it a try.” 148
They believed that their transmitter
could reach the United States directly
and that it would be able to op-
erate for as long as two hours a day.
After that, they thought, it could easily
work back to England, from whence
traffic could be relayed.

Smith set about “selling” his some-
what unorthodox plan. Journeying to
Bristol to confer with First Army’s
Colonel Williams, Smith explained the
plan and added that he would require
some additional items of signal equip-
ment to complete the station. Colonel
Williams had only one question—
Would it work? Assured that it would,
he agreed and ordered his supply officer
to give Smith the needed items to com-
plete the station. They were in Smith’s
hands that same day.!4®

At higher headquarters, Smith en-
countered more scepticism. Many ofh-
cers were of the opinion that the
arrangement would not work. Then the
problem of frequencies arose. A SHAEF
frequency assignment officer agreed to
wire the United States asking for a fre-
quency assignment for the Press Wire-
less transmitter, and two days later a
message from the United States arrived
assigning the frequencies. Unfortunately,
in his letter to SHAEF asking for
the frequency assignment, Smith had
neglected to mention that it was for a

48 Smith, Com for the Press, p. 7.
“ I'bid,
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cominercial circuit, and SHAEF assumed
that the circuit was to be operated by
the Army. Thus the frequencies assigned
were not commercial. 1%

Certainly no news event in history
created more interest than the official
announcement on 6 June 1944 of the
Allied invasion of Normandy. While the
world waited anxiously for news, the
twenty-seven selected war correspond-
ents who had accompanied the First
Army struggled to get their dispatches
written, approved by the censors, and
sent.’®! In the American sector, the press
radio circuits proved a sad disappoint-
ment. Six men of the communications
platoon from the #2d Publicity Service
Battalion landed about H plus 8. They
carried with them a British %6 set, which
they were to operate back to the base
group in England until such time as
the rest of the men could land with
their SCR-399. The British set proved
unsatisfactory for this purpose.’? Fur-
thermore, the scheduled Navy dispatch
boat courier service to take press dis-
patches back to England failed to ma-
terialize until a week after D-day. For
the first five days the airplanes and
ships evacuating the wounded carried
press copy back to the United King-
dom.'% In addition, the Army carried a
limited amount of press traffic over its
operational circuits.

The Press Wireless transmitter was
landed on the beaches of Normandy,
in the First Army sector, on D plus

1 Ibid., p. B.

**For an informal account of the problems of
the military with war correspondents in general,
see Col. Barney Oldfield, Never A Shot in Anger
(New York: Duell, Sloan and Pearce, 1956).

2 12th AGp, Rpt of Opns, X1V, 103.

8 Ibid., p. 47.
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6. Testing out the equipment, the Press
Wireless crew sent out the prearranged
call letters—SWIF  (Somewhere in
France) —using none of the four ftre-
quencies that had been assigned for the
circuit, but rather another commercial
frequency that the company had used
in transmitting from Paris to the United
States betore the war. To the amazement
of all the technicians who had doubted
that the 4o0-watt transmitter could span
the ocean effectively, the Press Wire-
less receiving station in Long Island,
New York, responded immediately, re-
porting perfect reception.'®*

Meanwhile Colonel Williams was un-
der siege from the frustrated war cor-
respondents, who demanded the use of
Army circuits to file their press copy
since the facilities the Army had pro-
vided for the press had not proved us-
able. Williams ‘“did not propose to bog
down (his) circuits to England with
thousands of words of press material.” 5
Since he was not authorized to permit
Press Wireless to begin operating until
SHAEF gave the word, pressure built
up. Finally, after consulting G-2, who
assured him that anything passed by
G-2 censors could be sent, Williams
told the Press Wireless team to go ahead.
Press copy started streaming direct to
the United States.

At SHAEF consternation reigned.
Not only had the press transmitter
opened without official sanction, it was
also operating on an unauthorized fre-
quency. Unable to get an official ex-
planation, SHAEF sent a peremptory
order to First Army to close down the

%4 (1) Smith, Com for the Press, p. 12. (2) Old-
field, Never A Shot in Anger, p. 88,
% Ltr, Williams to Huggins, g1 Oct 37.
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transmitter. Williams complied.’*® Then,
in his own words, “All hell broke loose
on my head.” Eventually the furious
complaints of all the news agencies and
their correspondents carried the day,
and the Press Wireless transmitter was
permitted to begin operation again.
As it turned out, transmission was good
for sixteen hours a day rather than the
two hours a day originally thought pos-
sible. As the SHAEF Signal Section rue-
fully remarked in a staff study prepared
some months after the incident, “Al-
though no known harm was done [by
the unauthorized transmission] the po-
tential danger of such occurrences to
operations was great.” 157

On D plus 16, the powerful SCR—-399
originally intended for the 72d Pub-
licity Service Battalion arrived on the
Continent and at once established con-
tact with the United Kingdom. This
circuit could have handled a maximum
of 600,000 words daily, but it was used
very little. For one thing, “the PRO was
unaware of the establishment of the
circuit or the capacity of traffic it might
have handled.” %8 For another, the com-
mercial medium of transmission, more
familiar to the newsmen, was transmit-
ting directly to the United States. For
the first ten days even the British press
correspondents filed their copy with
Press Wireless, which transmitted it to
the United States and then back to the
United Kingdom. After that the mili-
tary established a teleprinter circuit
from the beachhead back to the #72d’s

%o (1) Ibid. (2) Incl 2, SHAEF, Sig Sec Staff
Study, Press Communications, Oct 44, with Ltr,
Lanahan, SigO SHAEF, to Ingles, CSig0O, 8 Dec 44.
SCIA file European Theater folder 6.

17 Incl 2, SHAEF, Staff Study, Press Com, Oct

44:
% 12th AGp, Rpt of Opns, XIV, 103.



AEF PusLic RevLaTioNs ActiviTies, SHAEF HEADQUARTERS.  Technicians operate
a record player (above) during an overseas broadcast. Newsmen at work in an improvised
press wireless room (below ).
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base group in London to permit the
British correspondents to send their dis-
patches to London by direct circuit.
Another SCR-gg9, modified for voice
broadcast to London, received fairly
heavy use since it provided the only
means available for this purpose.

When Third Army became opera-
tional, in August 1944, it too demanded a
direct press circuit back to the United
States. The Mackay commercial service
provided this circuit. The 2d Army
Group Communications Team had ac-
companied Third Army to the Con-
tinent, bringing along an SCR-3gg for
transmitting press copy to London.
When the breakout came, Third Army
began moving so fast that there was no
possibility of putting in a teleprinter
circuit from Third Army headquarters
back to London. Thus the SCR-ggg be-
came the only means of getting press
copy direct to London.'®®

Photography

On D-day the combat photographers’
movie and still picture cameras covered
every facet of the landings. The camera-
men of FUSA's 165th Signal Photo-
graphic Company were mostly photo-
graphic specialists who had received
their training at the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences in Los Angeles.
The company commander, Capt. Her-
man Wall, had spent months preceding
D-day training his men for the part they
were to play in the invasion. He had
arranged to send back early photo-
graphs of the invasion by carrier pigeon,
and three boxes of birds accompanied
the photographers who embarked early

1 Ibid., p. 104.

THE SIGNAL CORPS

on the morning of D-day in an LCVP.
The first pictures Wall sent back to
England by carrier pigeon in the early
morning hours. About 1030, as his craft
approached the beach, he released a
second bird carrying other negatives of
the approach. About 1130 the LCVP
beached, and the men started ashore.
For nearly an hour Wall and his men
photographed activities on their section
of the landing area. Then, as they
started down the beach in another direc-
tion, Wall was hit and badly wounded.
For nearly three hours Wall and other
wounded men lay in the field of fire
where no one could come to their as-
sistance. Finally a Dukw maneuvered
close enough to permit men to risk
coming in to get the wounded. Aboard
a British boat, the men received medi-
cal attention. A section of Wall's leg
that was badly mutilated had to be am-
putated.19°

The Leica camera Wall had been
using still hung about his neck. A ship’s
officer removed it, but Wall protested
vigorously, insisting that the exposed
film it contained was extremely impor-
tant and that he could not be separated
from the film until it was delivered
safely into the hands of the proper
authorities. In his own words: “In fact,
I created such a fuss that the camera,
with film, was returned.” The next day
an Army Pictorial” Service representa-
tive picked up the film from the hospi-
tal in England where Wall was being
treated. When the film was processed,
it contained thirty-five perfect negatives
of excellent quality, the first to be re-

1 (1) Opns Rpt, 165th Sig Photo Co, Sig Sv
Hq ETOUSA. Admin zy2-C. (2) Hq ETOUSA
OCSig0O, Current Info Ltr (Jul 44), pp. 36-39.
SigC Hist Sec file.
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Invasion PicTure TaAkenN BY CAPTAIN WALL

ceived of the actual landings. Within
a few hours they were on their way to
Washington by radiophoto transmis-
sion.18!

Detachment P of the 2goth Signal
Photographic Company hit OMAHA
Beach with the sth Engineers Special
Brigade. Lt. George Steck, his two en-
listed still photographers, and two mo-
tion picture cameramen started their

% Ibid.

Capt. Wall was later awarded the Distinguished
Service Cross. Hq ETOUSA OCSigO, Current Info

Ltr (Sep 44), p- 30.

photographic record as dawn broke on
D-day. The first assault wave had al-
ready left the ship in the predawn dark-
ness, but the photographers dared not
use even a single flash bulb lest it alert:
the German defenders on shore. When
daylight came, they started grinding
out their invasion picture record, photo-
graphing the engineers waiting to go
into battle. Their cameras caught the
poignant vignettes of war—men check-
ing their equipment, men saying good-
bye to their friends, and the first
casualties being brought back to the ship.
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First came five half-drowned crewmen
from a tank that had been sunk going in
with the first assault wave. Then the
wounded from the beach started coming
back. The boats carrying them were
unloaded, then filled with the men
going in with the second assault wave.
The photographers climbed down into
one of the pitching LCT’s *¥* (landing
craft, tank).

It was late afternoon before the Ger-
mans were driven far enough back to
let the engineers begin their work.
Cruising in through a mine field, the
LCT landed and the cameramen
started taking their pictures—of German
88'’s hitting the water, casting up huge
plumes of spray; of medical corpsmen
working ceaselessly administering aid
to the wounded; of men who had been
killed even before they reached the
shore; of the first groups of German
prisoners; of the American soldiers

192 Hq ETOUSA OCSigO, Current Info Ltr (Sep
44), pp- 18-19.
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methodically working their way forward
toward the enemy. When night fell, the
photographers captioned their pictures
and sought a boat going to England, a
boat to carry these first films back.1%?

When morning came, it was possible
to see the first threads of the great co-
coon that was the beachhead taking
shape. Amid the scenes of destruction
there was also purposeful activity—
LCT’s being unloaded, roads being
built, bulldozers busy everywhere. By
midafternoon the unfolding drama of
the beachhead being cleared and trans-
formed into a supply base was emerging.
Beach track was being laid and the mul-
titude of German mines were being
cleared away. Boats of every sort,
crammed with supplies, were coming
to the beaches. Communications were
being set up. The backbreaking work of
the supply forces, the long and tedious
job of consolidation, had begun.1

%8 Ibid., p. 20.

1% Ibid., pp. 21~22.



CHAPTER 1V

The Signal Corps in the ETO
to V-E Day—I

The initial assault on the Normandy
beaches gained the Allies a tenuous toe-
hold. Afterward came six weeks of bit-
ter fighting as they struggled for room
in which to build up a force large
enough to exploit their potential mate-
rial superiority.! The Germans fought
tenaciously to contain the beachhead.
They were aided by a freakish turn of
exceptionally bad weather that not only
seriously hampered efforts to land sup-
plies across the beaches but also cut
down the effectiveness of Allied air supe-
riority. At the same time, the Allies
benefited by the persistence with which
the German command, convinced in
part by Allied electronic deception,
clung to the belief that the Pas-de-Calais
area constituted the real point of in-
vasion, with Normandy but a diversion.?
One important element of this decep-
tion involved teams of the 3103d Signal
Service Battalion, set up in southeast
England. The radio net they simulated
completely deceived the Germans,

1Forrest C. Pogue, The Supreme Command,
UNITED STATES ARMY IN WORLD WAR II
(Washington, 1954), pp. 170-9t.

®General Eisenhower reported, “I cannot over-
emphasize the decisive value of this most success-
ful threat, which paid important dividends, both
at the time of the assault and during the opera-
tions of the two succeeding months.” SCAEF Rpt,

p- 27.

making them think that an American
army of three divisions was readying
to invade France by way of the Pas-de-
Calais, as captured German radio intel-
ligence reports and maps later proved.®

In the initial lodgment and build-up
in Normandy, as in the continued
“threat” to the Pas-de-Calais area, the
Signal Corps played its part. The Sig-
nal tasks were extremely varied. This
account can underscore only a minute
fraction of the signal work in the ETO,
and it must be understood that what
is not discussed contributed no less to
the successful outcome than that which
has been chosen as typical, or as unique.

Signal Techniques With the Armies

Expanding and Extending
Communications

Within a week of D-day, radio, wire,
and teleprinter circuits provided reli-
able communications links for all head-
quarters and all army echelons. First
Army construction teams had begun to
replace their hastily laid field wire with

® (1) Capt Robert C. Doctor, Cover Plan and
Signgl Deception (Theater), World War II (1950),
Sig Sch Monograph, p. 14. The Sig Sch Libr, Ft.
Monmouth. (2) 12th AGp, Rpt of Opns, XI (Sig),
15556, 178.
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spiral-four cable and were swarming
over the commercial lines leading to
Cherbourg, rehabilitating and readying
communications for that port city, once
it should be captured. By mid-July this
work engaged all the construction units
in the theater—the g2d, gsth, and 4oth
Signal Construction Battalions and the
255th and 2p47th Signal Construction
Companies.* A communications control
office manned by the signal operations
officers of the 14th Signal Operations
Battalion and the g2d and g5th Signal
Construction Battalions kept in constant
touch with all phases of the signal work.
These officers were empowered to re-
route circuits, patch out defective facil-
ities, and transfer troops when necessary
to maintain communications. The radio
nets handled 20,000 groups daily from
26 June to 24 July®

Cherbourg fell on 27 June. An ad-
vance detachment of two officers and
ten enlisted men of the 2g7th Signal
Installation Company moved in at once
to start repairs on the badly damaged
Cherbourg exchange of the French
Postes Télégraphes et Téléphones
(PTT). Laboring sixteen hours a day,
the men succeeded in finishing temporary
repairs by 10 July, when they turned the
job over to the gi111th Signal Service
Battalion to complete the work and
establish a permanent installation.

*The 4oth Signal Construction Battalion was
one of several Negro units in the ETO that per-
formed outstandingly, and earned high praise
from Rumbough and from its own officers. (1)
Capt Frederick Reinstein, Study of Signal Corps
Unit Training, 1942—44 (1945), SigC Hist Mono-
graph C-10, pp. 20-21. SigC Hist Sec file. (2)
Interv, 8$igC Hist Sec with Col George F. Wester-
man (former CO Hq Co 4oth Sig Const Bn), 21
Jun 58.

SFUSA, Rpt of Opns, 20 Oct 43-1 Aug 44, bk.
VI, an. 12, pp. 18-z20.
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Within a day or two, a makeshift message
center and a properly secured crypto
room were operating. Cherbourg rap-
idly became an important communi-
cations center.®

While the British Second Army
pinned down enemy strength around
Caen, the U.S. First Army pivoted south
after the fall of Cherbourg, attacking
toward St. L6. Two weeks of bloody
fighting by the 2gth Division yielded the
vital railroad center on 19 July and un-
locked the gateway out of Normandy.”

The first weeks of operations brought
new developments at the FUSA head-
quarters level. At each location, com-
plete communications had to be estab-
lished between headquarters and all
essential tactical units. Initially, the
Signal Corps set up its telephone and
teletypewriter centrals in tents, in defer-
ence to General Bradley’s wish that his
entire command post be under canvas.®
In mid-July, when 12th Army Group
became operational and General Brad-
ley assumed command, General Hodges
became FUSA’s commander.® Hodges
preferred his command post to be lo-
cated indoors. Moving exceedingly heavy
and bulky Signal Corps equipment into
buildings built several centuries before
Signal Corps equipment was invented
proved difficult. When the men tried
to shove it through doors or windows,
it usually got hopelessly stuck.

¢ Opns Rpt folder, Cherbourg Campaign, pp. 12—
13. ETOUSA Sig Sec, Admin g72-E.

"For a detailed account, see Martin Blumenson,
Breakout and Pursuit, UNITED STATES ARMY
IN WORLD WAR II (Washington, 1g961), pp-
7g~182.

§ Ltr, Williams to Thompson, g1 Oct 57. .

® (1) Hq ETOUSA GO 73, 14 Jul 44. (2) Hq
12th AGp GO 1, 14 Jul 44. Both in Sig Sec 12th
AGp Hist.
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In any event, Colonel Williams had
to prepare for a rapid advance once
FUSA broke out of the beachhead.
Completely mobile communications
centers would be needed. He had the
men of the 175th Signal Repair Com-
pany and the 215th Signal Depot Com-
pany install the telephone switchboard
and main frame in 10-ton ordnance vans
that Col. John B. Medaris, FUSA’s ord-
nance officer, provided. When in op-
eration, the two vans were lined up
tailgate to tailgate with the backs open.
The quartermaster officer, Col. Andrew
T. McNamara, furnished canvas covers
that could be laced around the two van
bodies to keep out rain and permit op-
eration under blackout conditions. The
electronic equipment—the army switch-
board and teleprinter switchboard, the
reperforator equipment and the tele-
printers, the highly secret enciphering
equipment and the auxiliary equipment
—everything not already in self-
contained vans went into repair trucks,
vans, or specially built shelters in
cargo trucks. The men also built
duplicate sets so that one could be in-
stalled and operating in a new command
post before the army commander left
his old one. Previously, all of Williams’
carrier equipment associated with the ra-
dio relay had been installed in vehicles.!®

When the breakout came and FUSA
began moving rapidly, the mobile com-
munications centers stood ready to ac-
company either tactical headquarters or
main headquarters. FUSA’s command
post moves became virtually painless,
considering the complexity of such an
operation. Colonel Williams would se-

1 (1) Williams; “First Army's ETO Signal Op-

erations,” Signals, II, No. 4, 11. (2) Ltr, Wil
liams to Thompson, g1 Oct 57.
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lect the next command post forward
and would move his stand-by communi-
cations control to that point while the
duplicate equipment was still in opera-
tion at the old post. Usually General
Hodges and his section chiefs seized the
opportunity afforded by a command
post move to visit the front lines or
to inspect depots and other installations.
As Hodges had remarked, “I never move
anywhere until Williams tells me I
can.” Ten or twelve hours later, the
communications equipment would be
set up at the new site, local extension
telephones installed to the various staff
sections of the army headquarters, trunk
lines to the old command post to the
rear spliced through, and everything
ready for business at the new site. At
the height of the rush across France and
Belgium, FUSA’s command post moved
on an average of every four days.!
Since FUSA was the only American
army to take part in the landings and
initial combat on the Continent, it con-
tained some of the best-trained and
most experienced signal units. In gen-
eral throughout the campaign, most of
FUSA’s signal operations progressed
with remarkable smoothness. As FUSA
pressed inland, wire assumed the princi-
pal communications load.’? FUSA used
all types of wire circuits—field wire,
spiral-four, rapid pole line, British mul-
tiairline, open wire line, and commer-
cial open line and underground cable

" Ltr, Williams to Thompson, g1 Oct 57.

Commented Williams, “When FUSA closed out
operations at the end of the war in Europe and
we tried to move both sets of headquarters equip-
ment at the same time, I suddenly discovered that
the 17th Sigpal Operations Battalion had more
vehicles than it had men|” MS$S Comment, Wil-
liams, Jul 59.

1 See below,
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555tH SigNaL AIR UNIT spotting enemy
planes somewhere in France.

facilities. FUSA wire crews were so busy
with urgent combat needs that they had
no time until after the fall of Aachen
to rehabilitate their first large commer-
cial repeater station.'?

Colonel Williams described FUSA’s
radio intelligence service as ‘“very ef-
ficient from the very first day.” The
members of the traffic analysis units,
some of the most intelligent men in the
Army, performed particularly well.
FUSA’s army and corps radio intelli-
gence companies possessed their own
telephone, teletypewriter, and radio
nets, and the army unit (the 113th Sig-
nal Radio Intelligence Company) was

® (1) FUSA, Rpt of Opns, 20 Oct g43-Aug 44,
bk. VI, an. 12, passim. (2) Williams, “First Army’s
ETO Signal Operations,” Signals, 11, No. 4, pp. 8-9.
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in a cross-Channel net with the Signal
Intelligence Service, ETOUSA.4

Strict attention to signal repair work
kept FUSA signal maintenance to a min-
imum. As for supply, Williams had few
complaints, describing it as “almost be-
yond reproach.” 18 FUSA’s photographic
service, supplied by the 165th Signal
Photographic Company, provided assign-
ment units to each corps and division.
The 165th became something of a leg-
end in the theater; its photographers
suffered- more casualties and garnered
more decorations than the men of any
other Signal Corps unit in the ETO.*

One communications problem never
solved to Colonel Williams' complete
satisfaction was close-support communi-
cations between tanks and infantry.!?
The Signal Corps tried putting micro-
phones and telephones on the rear of
tanks, connected with the tank inter-
phone system through holes drilled in
the armor. This proved unsatisfactory
because an infantryman could not keep
up with the tank and still protect him-
self in those crucial combat situations
when he needed communications most
desperately. Trying another approach,
Signal adapted SCR-p10’s, portable
vehicular radio sets that would work on
tank radio frequencies, altering the sets
so that they could be carried on soldiers’
backs. But the 510 weighed twenty-seven

¥ (1) Williams, “First Army’s ETO Signal Op-

erations,” Signals, 1I, No. 4, p. 11. (2) ETOUSA
Rpt, pp. 106-08.

’® Williams, “First Army's ETO Signal Opera-
tions,” Signals, II, No. 4, p. 11, For a less favorable
view, see remarks of Col. Elmer L. Littell, Wil-
liams' supply officer, below, pp. 147, 150.

1 (1) CSigO, Annual Rpt, FY 45, p. 23.
Comment, Williams, Jul 5g.

YFor a discussion of the general problems of
tank-infantry co-ordination in Normandy, see
Blumenson, Breakout and Pursuit.

(2) MS
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pounds— “When the going got rough, the
foot soldiers simply abandoned them.” *#
Finally, just before the Ardennes-
Alsace Campaign, FUSA signal troops
put lightweight SCR—g00 infantry pack
sets into the turrets of some lead tanks.
This provided suitable communications,
but at the cost of added discomfort to the
tank crew, cooped up in a space already
overcrowded.

Among the Signal Corps troops serv-
ing General Patton and the Third Army,
morale was very high in spite of un-
usually difficult communications prob-
lems created by Third U.S. Army’s
(TUSA’s) rapid sweep across France.
Colonel Hammond, who had served
Patton as his signal officer in North
Africa and in the Sicily Campaign, was
charged with maintaining Third Army’s
far-lung, ever-shifting, and complex
communications network.?®

Third Army began operations short
of signal units, equipment, and suitable
frequency assignments. The TUSA drive
developed so rapidly that the planned
wire system could not be used. Usually
wire crews had time to install only one
spiral-four circuit to each corps. A short-
age of radios and radio operators forced
Colonel Hammond to put more stations
than was desirable into a single net. At
times, when as many as five stations were
netted, the net control station had found
difficulty using special antennas in all

¥ (1) John J. Kelleher, “VHF and Microwave
Military Communications,” Signals, I, No. 4
(March-April, 1947), p. 47. (2) Williams, “First
Army's ETO Signal Operations,” Signals, 1I, No.
* 1E’.(ll)").'l‘USA AAR, 1 Aug 449 May 45, pt. 22,
P- 5. (2) “ ‘Demon’ Hammond . . . that chunky, in-
satiably curious West Pointer, was constantly
being called on to perform miracles. He never
failed.” Robert S. Allen, Lucky Forward (New
York: Vanguard Press, 1947), p. 55.
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of the directions required. Moreover, the
far-ranging units became widely sepa-
rated—too far away for effective ground
wave reception, yet too close for 24-hour
sky wave operations.?? Communications
with VIII Corps in Brittany were almost
impossible to maintain. By early Septem-
ber, VIII Corps, attacking Brest nearly
four hundred miles from TUSA
headquarters, became a part of Lt. Gen.
William H. Simpson’s Ninth U.S. Army,
which had become operational on 5
September.®

In the first month of operations, the
TUSA command post moved eight times
for an average distance of 48 miles each
move. In this situation Colonel Ham-
mond’s 100-mile radio relay systems be-
came indispensable. The sets had arrived
at the very last moment, the first one
hurriedly installed in weapons carriers
by the civilian engineers Waite and
Colaguori, working with men from
TUSA’s 187th Signal Repair Company.?
The equipment was used catch-as-catch-
can, by men who had had time for only
a few hours of instruction in its use,
on TUSA’s drive to the Moselle. All
across France the two engineers kept
moving the relay systems from hill to
hill, patching the sets as best they could
and praying that they would work.
Fortunately they did, and the radio
relay proved to be a very important
factor in keeping General Patton in
touch with other Allied forces in the
drive across France® Colonel Ham-

*» TUSA AAR, p. 16.

2 (1) Col. Elton F. Hammond, “Signals for Pat-
ton,” Signals, II, No. 1, p. 10. (2) Blumenson,
Breakout and Pursuit, pp. 636-37.

% See below,[pp. 1261, ]

= Interv, 8igC Hist Sec with Col O’Connell, CO
SCEL, 14 Apr 47. SigC Hist Sec file.
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mond used the sets point-to-point over
distances as great as 45 miles. All to-
gether, during August, his men installed
28 radio relay circuits, operating over
distances totaling 1,175 miles.

Colonel Hammond’s scheme for ad-
vancing TUSA headquarters, more or
less typical of all such operations, was
a leapfrog arrangement. On arrival at
a new command post, General Patton
would select the location for the next
command post forward. Hammond
would extend his wire axis toward that
point. An advance group, always in radio
communication with the rear, went for-
ward to select the actual site as soon
as the area fell into Third Army’s hands.
Usually the advance party was headed
by Hammond’s efficient deputy, Col.
Claude E. Haswell *® Within a few hours
Waite, Colaguori, and their crews would
set up the radio relay stations. The
new location became Lucky FORwWARD
(Lucky being the code name for Patton’s
headquarters) . When it was certain that
full wire communication would be in
service at this point, the forward echelon
would move in and the process would be
repeated. The previous command post
then became Lucky REARr. Since Lucky
REAR did not displace with each forward
move, the lines of communication were
often greatly extended, both to the front
and to the rear?® At times during
August as many as six or seven radio

#TUSA AAR, pt. 22, p. 6.

% Hammond said of Haswell, “Nobody ever had
a more loyal conscientious and hard-working of-
ficer for his principle assistant. . . . the greatest
credit for Third Army’s successful communica-
tions should go to him.” Ltr, Brig Gen Elton
F. Hammond (Ret), to Dr. Thompson, SigC Hist
Div, 15 Jan 58. SigC Hist Div file.

» Col. Elton F. Hammond, “Signals for Patton,”
Signals, 11, No. 1, pp. 5-11.
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relay stations trailed out behind Ham-
mond all the way to Brest.?”

Logistical considerations, most of all
a shortage of gasoline, halted Third
Army for a time west of the Moselle
River at the end of August.® Gasoline
shortages also hampered signal opera-
tions, particularly the work of the con-
struction battalions. The TUSA signal
units required nearly 5,000 gallons of
gasoline daily.?® Other shortages—signal
supply and signal troops—plagued Ham-
mond when operations resumed. The
signalmen he now and then received as
replacements always needed more train-
ing since the extremely abbreviated
courses they had taken in the United
States did not fit them to understand the
complicated technical equipment they
were expected to use. In combat, com-
munications connections must be made
very rapidly, and only skilled operators
can make them. Hammond did praise
the spirit of his men. “In spite of the
almost impossible feats demanded of
them,” he said, their “ingenuity, loyalty,
and persistence” overcame their lack of
training and their few numbers.3

When TUSA was assigned a defensive
role at the end of September, Ham-
mond’s signalmen were able to construct
open wire lines to each corps and as far
forward as possible. Wire crews rehabili-
tated existing commercial facilities of the
PTT and for the first time were able to

*MS Comment, Waite, Jul 5g.

# For the detailed account of Third Army op-
erations from August to mid-December, see H. M.
Cole, The Lorraine Campaign, UNITED STATES
ARMY IN WORLD WAR II (Washington, 1g50).

®TUSA AAR, pt. 22, p. 7.

® (1) TUSA AAR, pt. 22, pp. 6, 22. (2) Ham-
mond, “Signals for Patton,” Signals, II, No. 1,
p. 11. (9) Interv, SigC Hist Sec with Hammond,
16 Jan 58, SigC Hist Sec file.
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recover and service some of the field wire
they had laid during the advance. When
TUSA resumed the attack on 8 Novem-
ber, Hammond could support the drive
with the best wire network available
since the campaign began in August. By
mid-December TUSA possessed *‘practi-
cally perfect” communications to all its
units, to higher headquarters, and to its
proposed new command post at St.
Avold.# This command post, however,
was never occupied; the German coun-
terattack of mid-December intervened.®

Air-Ground Communication
Technigues

Probably the most significant develop-
ment of the war in air-ground communi-
cations involving armored units occurred
during the action at St. L6. The 12th
Army Group plans for the breakout de-
pended heavily upon close air support by
the IX Tactical Air Command (TAC).
Close air support had generally been re-
garded by airmen as a bothersome diver-
sion from their main task, but Maj. Gen.
Elwood R. Quesada, the IX TAC com-
mander, was a young, brilliant, and
unorthodox officer willing to try new
theories. Successtul air support de-
pended upon extremely careful control
and co-ordination, and the crux of the
matter was absolutely reliable communi-
cation between ground and air. General
Quesada’s signal officer, Colonel Gar-
land, and FUSA’s signal supply officer,
Colonel Littell, solved the problem

by putting Air Forces VHF com-
mand radios (SCR-p22, the kind
(1) TUSA AAR, pt. 22, pp. 7-11. (2) Ham-
mond, “Signals for Patton,” Signals, 1I, Neo. 1,
p. 10-11.

2 See below,
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installed in fighter-bombers) into
tanks, half-tracks, and jeeps. These
radios, in the lead tanks of each

armored column, could communicate
with fighter-bombers immediately over-
head as the advance took place. The
tanks were literally led by the fighters,
each move scouted by the planes. The
speed and magnitude of the break-
through—and its successful exploitation
—depended in large measure upon the
close air support made possible by this
means of communication.®

Under General Quesada’s direction,
the fighter-tank team worked “with all
the smoothness and precision of a well-
oiled watch.” This was how a War
Department observer who arrived at IX
TAC headquarters just as the breakout
was getting under way put it. He went on
to describe a typical mission:

German tanks and artillery had with-
drawn from contact as [the American
column] started off. The tank column was
just coming up within range of the brow
of a hill as they appeared on the scene.
“Hello, Kismet Red, this is Bronco. Have
you in sight overhead. We have no targets
now. Is there anything in the woods off
to the left or over the brow of the hill

ahead?” Five minutes later the answer
comes back, ‘“Bronco, this is Kismet
Red. There are twelve Tiger tanks

about four miles down the road retreatmg
Shall we bomb them?” “Yes, go ahead. .

So the P—47%’s go down and catch the tanks
in a ravine. They blast the lead tank in
the first pass and stall it. The others can’t

® (1) Williams, “First Army’s ETO Signal Op-
erations,” Signals, 11, No. 4, p. 10. (2) Bradley,
4 Soldier’s Story, pp. 24850, 337-38, 341, 345-49.
(3) Ltr, Dr. David T. Griggs, Advisory Spec Gp,
USSTAF, to Dr. Bowles, Expert Consultant to
SW, 7 Aug 44. SCIA file, unnumbered, European
Theater, 1-a. (4) Craven and Cate, eds, Europe:
ARGUMENT to V-E Day, pp. 238-43. (5) Blu-
menson, Breakout and Pursuit, pp. 43, 44, 207-08,

334-



122

turn around and they are caught like eggs
in a basket, Systematically the P—4%’s work
them over from very low altitude and de-
stroy them all. . . .

This is the kind of war they are fighting,
and do the ground forces love it! The
ground officers I talked to in many
branches were uniform in their praise of
the close support fighters.34

In the first six days, the AAF flew four
hundred missions in support of the
armored vehicles. Their targets for the
most part were tanks, batteries, small
troop concentrations, and motor trans-
port. These they destroyed in large
numbers, constantly worrying an enemy
who was being forced to retreat in full
daylight as well as at night. A German
prisoner of war, who had served at
length in Russia and elsewhere, later de-
scribed the combined air-ground attack
as the most devastating he had ever wit-
nessed. This air-ground communications
method served throughout the rest of
the war with the same successful results.®

Improvisation and Flexibility

The eight weeks between mid-July
and mid-September 1944 brought the
spectacular sweep of the Allied armies
across France to the German border.
With the enemy’s left flank pinned down
by the U.S. First Army and his right by
the British Second, the U.S. Third Army
poured through the gap at Avranches,
part bursting into Brittany, part swing-

3 Ltr, Griggs to Bowles, 7 Aug 44.

® (1) Williams, “First Army's ETO Signal Op-
erations,” Signals, 1I, No. 4, p. 10. (2) Bradley,
A Soldier’s Story, pp. 248-50, 337-38, 341, 34549
(3) SCAEF Rpt, pp. 39—40. (4) Ltr, Griggs to
Bowles, 7 Aug 44.

On air-ground communications (close support
of infantry) in the Pacific, see below,|pp. 23ofL|
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ing northeast on the Seine and outflank-
ing Paris in the south. The British Sec-
ond Army, the Canadian First Army, and
the U.S. First and Third Armies crushed
the German Seventh Army in the Falaise-
Argentan pocket. Paris was liberated,
Allied armor swept across northern
France, the U.S. Seventh Army invaded
southern France, and the Ninth Army
took over the reduction of the bypassed
Breton ports. Everywhere success at-
tended the Allies.

In those weeks the Signal Corps pre-
cept, ‘“Victory goes to the army with the
best communications,” was put to the
test. Improvisation and flexibility, long
emphasized in Signal Corps doctrine
and training, became the mainstay of
signal officers faced with “special situa-
tions” that developed all along the front.
Slow hedgerow fighting, rapid pursuit,
extended fronts, task forces, liaison with
adjacent armies, defensive positions—no
two situations were exactly alike. Signal
Corps officers and troops took gen-
uine pride in devising solutions to com-
munications problems.?¢

Equipment that was useless in one
situation might prove invaluable in an-
other, as the 4th Signal Company of the
4th Infantry Division learned. During
the slow Cherbourg campaign, the
division turned in a ponderous, long-
distance SCR-g99 radio set, only to
draw another frantically from army
supply after the breakthrough and the
pursuit to Paris and beyond.®

Signalmen of the 4th Division seidom
fought the enemy—their job, as the signal

*For details of communications problems, see
99/12-g1 (7661) Sig Sec 12th AGp AAR's for Aug-
Nov 44, especially Daily Jnl entries for Aug.

" Hq ETOUSA OCSigO, Current Info Ltr (Nov
44), pp. 31-32. SigC Hist Sec file.
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officer, Lt. Col. Sewell W. Crisman, ]Jr.,
saw it, was to lay wire and do it well,
leaving the fighting to the infantry ele-
ments that had been trained for it. On
the other hand, other division signal
officers complained that the signal troops
lacked “really protective” weapons and
cited the need for armor on signal mes-
senger vehicles. Lt. Col. William ]J.
Given, signal officer of the 6th Armored
Division, said that, in the action around
Brest, the division signal company ‘“has
just received 17 bronze stars . . . but we'd
like to trade them for a couple of wire
teams, some armored cars and some
machine guns.” % Nonetheless, he
summed up the feeling of almost every
signal officer when he said, “Any modern
outfit that doesn’t improvise is not doing
its job very well.”

On D plus g the goth Signal Company
landed at OMana Beach, then moved
near Isigny with the goth Infantry Divi-
sion. The company’s first major test
came on g July in the crossing of the
Vire River. With four infantry and two
armored divisions on the move in the
area, the wire teams worked continuously
for seventy-two hours to maintain their
lines. ‘Vehicular traffic along the con-
gested roads snapped the wire on poles;
heavy enemy shelling shattered it. Wire
laid along the hedgerows suffered when
armored vehicles plunged through old
openings or made new ones as they
moved into fields. Heavy rains created
additional difficulties® As the First
Army advanced against fierce German
resistance during August, battle losses
among regimental communicators ran

®*Hq ETOUSA 0CSigO, Current Info Ltr (Dec
44), pp- 7-9. SigC Hist Sec file.

® goth Sig Co AAR, Action Against Enemy Re-
port (1945), Jul 44. SigC Hist Sec file.
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high. The goth Division signal officer, Lt.
Col. E. M. Stevens, supplied replace-
ments from the signal company. He also
set up a signal school to train forty-one
infantry replacements as wiremen and
switchboard operators.*® By mid-October
the division was across France and Bel-
gium into Germany. Aachen fell. Signal
troops learned that lines laid in the
gutters of paved streets were least vulner-
able to shelling and bombing; anti-
personnel bombs in particular spread
myriads of fragments like flying razor
blades and disrupted communications by
damaging overhead wire lines.

At army level, the size and complexity
of FUSA’s communications system
developed a need for two additional
agencies not visualized in prewar or pre-
invasion planning. These were a com-
munications control center and a locator
agency.

The control center began with a large
blackboard in an army tent and eventu-
ally filled a series of boards, in a hospital
ward tent, manned twenty-four hours a
day. Every circuit for which army signal
troops were responsible was drawn on
the board in schematic form. The officer
in charge, from the signal operations
battalion, wore a microphone combina-
tion headset and was connected over an
intercom system with the operations offi-
cer of the army signal section, the chief
telephone operator, the wire chief at the
main frame, the NCO in charge of each
carrier van in use, the teletypewriter
switchboard operator, the radio relay
stations, and the message center chief
and the chief radio operator. A liaison
officer from each signal construction bat-

“soth Sig Co AAR, Action Against Enemy Rpt
(1945), Aug 44.
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talion on duty in the center had direct
lines to his battalion command post.
Commanding officers of the construction
battalions had radio-equipped jeeps. The
moment trouble developed on any cir-
cuit anywhere all responsible elements
knew of it (because the intercom was a
party line) and at once took the action
necessary to clear it up. There was
“nothing casual” about treatment of
trouble anywhere in the FUSA army
communications system.*!

Any field army contains many units
besides corps and divisions, units as di-
verse as artillery brigades and laundry or
clothing repair units. At times FUSA’s
odd-lot units totaled nearly one thou-
sand. To complicate matters such units
were constantly being transferred from
Advance Section (ADSEC) COMZ to
armies, from one army to another, or
attached or detached between corps and
divisions. Keeping track of such units
was exceedingly difficult, yet the Signal
Corps had to deliver messages to them
and get receipts. A FUSA message cen-
ter lieutenant, who in civilian life had
worked in the mail order department of
Sears, Roebuck and Company, devised a
solution that evolved into the FUSA
locator agency.*? The locator agency, in
co-operation with the army adjutant
general’s office, established locator cards
for each unit. A unit could not receive
its mail unless it signed receipts for rou-
tine Signal Corps messages specially
bagged and deposited at the designated
pickup points. Eventually the system
worked so well that staff sections came to
depend on the Signal Corps to tell them
what small, obscure units were assigned

“ Ltr, Williams to Thompson, g1 Oct g7.
2 Ibid.
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to them at any given time, and where
they were 3

Wire Communications

Of all the means of signal communi-
cation, the wire systems felt the greatest
strain. The swift pace of the pursuit laid
an almost impossible burden on wire.
The armies used up nearly three thou-
sand miles of wire each day. Surprisingly,
even the armored division used a great
deal of wire—more and more of it as the
campaign progressed—until toward the
end its wire consumption was virtually
the same as that of the infantry division.**
Wire units produced some amazing rec-
ords. During the campaign on the Coten-
tin peninsula, for example, VII Corps’
soth Signal Battalion provided wire
communications for six divisions, corps
troops, and many other units not nor-
mally served. In one case, a single battal-
ion wire team not only maintained the
82d Airborne Division line but also in-
stalled and maintained the division regi-
mental lines when the division signal
company suffered heavy losses. From 1
August to 15 September the soth kept
the wire system operating for the VII
Corps through eleven moves, totaling six
hundred miles. In forty-five days, the
soth laid a wire axis across France, Bel-
gium, and into Germany.*® The 5oth was
the first signal battalion to enter Bel-
gium—on 6 September—and the first to
enter Germany—on 15 September.*¢

2 (1) Ibid. (2) Folder 11, Locator Sec, Basic Rcds
of FUSA. 8igC Hist Sec file.

* Williams, “First Army's ETO Signal Opera-
tions,” Signals, 1I, No. 4, p. 9.

#FUSA Sig Sv, folder 16, Outstanding Achieve-
ments of SigC Orgns. SigC Hist Sec file.

“goth Sig Bn, Hist, Sep 41-May 45.
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SieNAL COURIERS IN RUINED LUDWIGSHAFEN, GERMANY

In Brittany, signal units experienced
the war of rapid movement across the
peninsula and the relatively stable con-
ditions around Brest. When VIII Corps
was assigned the job of reducing the
fortress of Brest, the 5gth Signal Battal-
ion became responsible for wire commu-
nications to three divisions, an extensive
fire direction net, the radio co-ordina-
tion for naval bombardment of the city,
and the maintenance of radio link con-
tact to two armies, an army group, and a
tactical air force. In addition, the battal-
ion rehabilitated and placed in service
7,250 miles of existing open wire
and underground cable in four weeks.
Brest was strongly fortified with much
long-range artillery and many antiair-

craft and naval guns. Furthermore, the
area was heavily mined. All signal units,
among them the 2d, 8th, 2gth, and 5%8th
Signal Companies and the gioth Signal
Operations Battalion, suffered their
heaviest casualties to date.*

As the First Army drew near Ger-
many'’s Siegfried Line, signal officers took
especial pains that commercial cables
terminating in German-held cities be
disconnected in order to minimize
the possibility of agents transmitting
information to the enemy over commer-
cial facilities. At the same time they
connected certain other lines directly
to American intelligence elements.

“ (1) Ibid. (2) Opns Rpt folder, Brest Cam-
paign, pp. 1-4. ETOUSA Sig Sec, Admin p72-E.



126

Friendly agents behind the German lines
transmitted considerable valuable infor-
mation over these lines.*®

In the attack on the Siegfried Line,
the men of the 143d Armored Signal
Company (3d Armored Division) got a
taste of fighting beyond their normal sig-
nal duties. On the night of 2 September
the division command post near Mons,
Belgium, was attacked by a German
column trying to fight its way out of the
trap 3d Armored Division was devising
for it. Capt. John L. Wilson, Jr., com-
mander of the signal company, described
the next two days of action as “a type of
Indian fighting.” The command post be-
came the focal point of the struggle, and
in the numerous fire fights the signal
company had its share of the action and
took its share of the nine thousand pris-
oners that gd Armored Division esti-
mated it captured in two days.*?

VHF Radio Relay

Despite the enormous consumption of
wire, ETO’s chief signal officer, General
Rumbough, said that the only thing that
saved communications was radio relay.
It was not a lack of wire itself, although
wire was in critical supply all through
the campaign.®® The forward rush of the
Allied armies demanded something that
could be installed more quickly than
wire systems. Radio relay was the answer.
It could be put into operation very
quickly and needed few maintenance
men to keep it operating. A single instal-

‘8 goth Sig Co AAR, Action Against Enemy Rpt
(1945), Sep 44. .

® (1) 143d Armored Sig Co AAR, Sep 44. (2)
143d Armored Sig Co AAR, Jul-Oct 44. (3) 143d
Armored Sig Co AAR, Jan-Mar 4¢5.

% See below,[p. 153
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lation furnished several telephone and
several telegraph circuits, each of which
became a part of the whole communi-
cations system, quickly connected with
any telephone or any teletypewriter in
the system.3!

The civilian engineers, Waite and
Colaguori, stayed in the theater until
mid-October to “introduce, install, and
instruct” in the use of the radio relay.®
The “introduction” part of their mission
was easy, the engineers wrote later. The
equipment sold itself; its inherent value
was readily apparent once field signal
officers saw it. “Installation and instruc-
tion” turned out to mean living and
working in the battlefield areas under
circumstances few civilians encounter.
Colaguori and a small crew, after landing
in Normandy with the assault forces,
had stayed to help set up additional relay
circuits for FUSA.% Waite remained at
the St. Catherine’s installation in control
of cross-Channel operations until 14
July, when he fiew to France. By then
FUSA had six radio relay terminals in
operation—one at VII Corps headquar-
ters south of Carentan, one at V Corps
near Tréviéres, one with XIX Corps
moving toward St. L6, and three at
FUSA headquarters near Isigny.* Work-
ing in a hedgerow field near Isigny with
two ETOUSA officers and crews from
the g8oth Signal Service Company and
the 175th Signal Repair Company, the
civilian engineers by 2 August had as-
sembled 14 additional terminals as

% Rumbough, “Radio Relay,” Military Review,

XXVI, No. 2, pp. 4.
% Waite-Colaguori Rpt.
% For D-day experiences of the two civilians,

see above,

% Waite-Colaguori Rpt, p. 35.
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quickly as the components could be air-
lifted to Normandy.®

Late in July an urgent call from VIII
Corps sent the two civilians and a 6-man
crew hurrying oft toward Phillipe with
AN/TRC-1 equipment. At corps head-
quarters they learned that VIII Corps
had made a breakthrough west of St. Lo,
and both the 4th and the 6th Armored
Division were heading toward Avran-
ches. An antrac terminal was urgently
needed to maintain corps communica-
tions with 6th Armored Division head-
quarters. Hurrying by back roads to a
rendezvous point east of Coutances,
where a division wire crew was to
meet them with spiral-four, Waite
and Colaguori set up their equip-
ment and made contact with corps
headquarters. Corps informed them that
division headquarters had moved on to
a point north of La Haye du Presnel in
Brittany. Once more they set out,
reached the designated point, and
learned that 6th Armored Division head-
quarters was now three miles south of
the town. For several hours corps had
been unable to keep in continuous con-
tact with its fast-moving division. Wire
was out because of the rapid advance,
and even the normal radio communica-
tions had proved sketchy.

By this time it was near midnight.
Packing up in total darkness, the men
encountered further delay when succes-
sive groups of enemy bombers appeared
and dropped bombs on American tank
columns on a road paralleling the antrac
position. Defending antiaircraft guns
showered the ground near the radio sta-
tion with shrapnel. Driving cautiously in

% (1) Ibid., p. 7. (2) MS Comment, Waite, Jul
59-
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darkness for twelve miles on roads lit-
tered with wrecked enemy vehicles, past
American crews filling shell craters in
the road, the communications men ar-
rived at their new location about ogoo
and set up their station once more
on listening watch. They congratulated
themselves on the relative quiet of the
spot; they could hear nothing more omi-
nous than a few German machine gun
and pistol volleys a few hundred yards
away. At o830 they got their first call
from corps headquarters. But once more
the division wire crew failed to appear.
At noon the assistant signal officer of
VIII Corps arrived at the station. He had
no word of the wire crew, but he did
have two pieces of news. American tanks
had entered Avranches, and, in the dark-
ness, Waite, Colaguori, and their crew
had set up their station eight hours be-
fore the infantry units followed the tanks
through the area.’®

As radio relay’s virtues became known,
everybody wanted it. Demands from
signal officers of all armies, army groups,
air forces, and forward sections of COMZ
poured in. Tables of equipment had not
caught up with it; as rapidly as sets could
be seized from the production line they
were shipped. General Rumbough di-
rected that all requests for radio relay
come to him personally, and he doled
sets out as they were received.®” Men of
the g8oth Signal Service Company, the
only trained radio relay unit then in the
theater, spread out all over France. Orig-

% (1) Waite-Colaguori Rpt, pp. 41-42. (2) MS
Comment, Waite, Jul 59.

For a detailed account of 4th and 6th Armored
Division action in the entry into Avranches, see
Blumenson, Breaskout and Pursuit, pp. gooff.

5" Rumbough, “Radio Relay,” Military Review,
XXVI, No. 2, pp. 4-7.
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inally the company was organized into a
number of 6-man radio and carrier
teams. Now the number of teams fell
short of the demand for radio relay in-
stallations, and the experienced teams
had to be split in half, then thinned
again, the gaps being filled by men from
the replacement pools. The 12th Army
Group had one small detachment from
the g8oth, but, in order to keep in
touch with the armies in the drive across
France, it took radio repairmen from the
Ground Force Reinforcement Command
and gave them on-the-job training in
radio relay.®®

The two civilian engineers traveled
from one headquarters to another. From
the moment they arrived in Bristol until
they left Paris in October they worked
ceaselessly, giving on-the-spot instruc-
tions for unpacking and testing the
equipment, installing it, siting it, oper-
ating it, and maintaining it. Finally, at
a time when the calls for their services
were coming in simultaneously from a
half-dozen headquarters, ETOUSA set
up a school in Paris. There, a first class
of seventy officers and enlisted men rep-
resenting all the interested organizations
met for a week’s instruction, It is a meas-
ure of the importance attached to radio
relay that so many high-ranking field
commanders engaged in decisive combat
operations permitted men to be detached
from the scenes of battle to travel to
Paris for a training course. It would have
been easy, the engineers wrote afterward,
for commanders to have shrugged off the
untried device, since including it meant
deliberately upsetting signal plans that
had been carefully worked out months
earlier. From among the many they felt

®12th AGp AAR, XI, 193.
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deserved special credit, they particularly
singled out Colonels Williams, Garland,
Hammond, and Littell with high praise
for their foresight and vigorous champi-
onship.® After the initial class, the Paris
training school was maintained and con-
ducted by officers of the Technical Liai-
son Division of the ETOUSA Signal
Office. The school trained g5 officers and
450 enlisted men, more than half of them
for the AAF, before December 1944.%°
Meanwhile, during September, October,
and November, civilian technicians from
Western Electric Company and officers
from Camp Coles and the Technical
Liaison Division, ETOUSA Signal Of-
fice, were busy introducing and setting
up later antrac models, AN/TRC-6
and 8 sets. A British No. 10 (a 6-centi-
meter pulse set) was installed in the
Eiffel Tower in Paris, with a second set
on a high hill near Chantilly twenty-
eight miles away.®® By V_E Day there
was enough relay equipment in the
theater to provide 296 point-to-point in-
stallations, or 74 100-mile systems, each
comprising two terminal stations with
spares.©2

The Invasion of Southern France

Meanwhile preparations had pro-
ceeded apace for the invasion of southern
France by the U.S. Seventh Army under
the command of Lt. Gen. Alexander M.
Patch and by sizable French forces. The
assault was to be mounted and supplied
from the Mediterranean theater. Signal
planning began early in 1944 from an

® Waite-Colaguori Rpt, passim.

* ETOUSA Rpt, II, 180.

@ Ibid., II, 181.

® Rumbough, “Radio Relay,” Military Review,
XXVI, No. 2, p. 4.
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AFHQ command post established on the
island of Corsica. In control of the forces
was 6th Army Group, with Colonel
Lenzner as chief signal officer and Maj.
Max R. Domras as signal supply officer.
Col. George F. Wooley was Seventh
Army’s signal officer.5?

Aboard the USS Henrico and the USS
Catoclin, as the invasion fleet sailed from
Naples, 1st Signal Battalion men handled
communications afloat.®* The command
ship for this operation was unique in
that it served as a joint Army-Navy-
Air Forces control point. In the actual
landings on 15 August, the airborne
troops went first, communications men
with them.® Since 8 June Signal Corps
men who hdd been dropped in southern
France had been taking part in guerrilla
warfare assisting the partisans.®

Just before the amphibious assault,
other Signal Corps troops emerged
from their gliders with jeeps and
trailers loaded with radio. sets, tele-
phone switchboards, field wire, and
other communications supplies. They
had networks operating when the am-
phibious landings took place. Some of
these signalmen had been infantrymen,
glidermen, and paratroopers before they
had received training in communica-

® (1) Sig Sec AFHQ, Hist, pp. 11gff. (2) Seventh
US. Army, Report of Operations in France and
Germany, 19441945, 3 vols. (Hecidelberg, Germany:
Aloys Grif, 1946) (hereafter cited as Seventh
Army, Rpt of Opns, France and Germany), vol. 1,
passim. (3) Opns Rpt folder, History of Opera-
tion DracooN (Invasion of Southern France).
ETOUSA Sig Sec, Admin p72-E.

% Opns Rpt folder, History of Opn DRAGOON.

®For a complete story of signal communica-
tions in the assault, see Signals Report on Opera-
tion DracooN. SigC OP g7o.2 Rpt folder 4 Gen,
16 Jul 45-7 Aug 45.

% (1) Seventh Army, Rpt of Opns, France and
Germany, I, 68, (2) AFHQ, CSigO Monthly Bull,
1 Aug 45, sec. I, p. 1.
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tions; others were Signal Corps soldiers
who had volunteered for the hazardous
and difficult work. However, the attach-
ment of the 1st Special Service Force to
the 1st Airborne Task Force created
what was, in effect, a provisional division
employed as infantry, and the 512th Sig-
nal Company, Airborne, was not
equipped to function as a division signal
company since it did not have enough
vehicles, men, or communications appa-
ratus. Other signal troops with the Sev-
enth Army also would not have been
adequate for their tasks, had they en-
countered stiff resistance. 'The 57th Sig-
nal Battalion lacked a complete radio
intelligence platoon, and the 3151st
SIAM Company was handicapped by a
shortage of about seventy-five men,
chiefly radio operators. A further com-
plication lay in the failure of the naval
task force to unload more than one
platoon of one construction company
before D plus five.¢?

As it turned out, the Seventh Army
encountered heavy resistance only in the
strikes against Marseille, which was
taken on 23 August, and at the naval
base at Toulon, which fell a few days
later to French forces closing in from
the north and west. By 28 August organ-
ized resistance at those two important
ports had ended.

Landing with the assault troops were
the signal supply troops of the z07th
Signal Depot Company and the 174th

% (1) The Signal Corps Hits the Silk, Com
folder. SigC Hist Sec file. (2) Rpt, Wooley, SigO
Seventh Army, to CS$igO, 21 Sep 44, sub: Pre-
liminary Report, Seventh Army Signal Service
Operations in Southern France, 15 August—20 Sep-
tember 1944. European-ETO folder, SigC Hist
Sec file,

Regarding RCM in this campaign, see below,
pp-[315] 318
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Signal Repair Company. Five enlisted
men of the depot company working
under Lt. Robert Miller got a taste of
battle not ordinarily the lot of a depot
crew. Coming ashore at H plus 1, much
earlier than a depot unit would ordinar-
ily disembark, they made their way to a
designated rendezvous point through
small arms fire and took thirteen Ger-
man prisoners.®®

Also among the initial assault forces
were the signal operations personnel of
the 71st, 72d, and #74th Signal Companies
(Special) to work communications for
the three division beach groups. The
163d Signal Photographic Company
handled photographic coverage of both
French and American units. A successful
Seventh Army innovation was the use of
SCR-goo radios in cub planes operating
in a liaison net back to the command
ship. The planes took to the air at H-
hour plus go minutes from special flight
decks on LST’s. One plane recon-
noitered in each division sector, sending
back valuable information throughout
the day.%®

For men of the 57th Signal Battalion
—veterans of Salerno and Anzio—the
landing at Ste. Maxime on the Riviera
was their third amphibious assault
landing. H plus 214 hours found the first
wire teams ashore laying spiral-four
cable for the VI Corps’ three assault
divisions, the gd, g6th, and 45th. But
the Signal Corps troops were to expend
their greatest efforts in maintaining the
swift pace of the advance. As fast as
supplies were unloaded on the beaches,
they disappeared to forward units. The
assault moved ahead so fast that signal

% Opns Rpt folder, Hist of Opn DRAGOON, p. 5.
® Opns Rpt folder, Hist of Opn DRAGOON.
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supply was soon in difficulties. In par-
ticular, the troops needed field wire,
batteries, and radio tubes. Railroad
bridges at Grenoble and Besangon had
been destroyed and could not be re-
paired immediately, and supplies there-
fore had to be moved forward by truck.
There were so few trucks available to
the Signal Corps that officers had to take
communications vehicles to get the sup-
plies off the beaches and had to arrange
for special convoys of trucks to carry
batteries and wire to the troops in the
Besangon area. Despite all this, Colonel
Wooley reported that there were no
complaints on communications—the only
request to the rear from the forward
elements was, “Keep the wire and bat-
teries coming.” 7

Throughout the campaign, a shortage
of transportation plagued signal oper-
ations. As echelons of command spread
apart, even high-speed wire construction
methods such as rapid pole line (RPL)
and multiairline (MAL) became in-
adequate and were no longer used.
Instead, wire construction men of two
battalions rehabilitated 1,716 miles of
PTT open wire lines and strung 152
miles of spiral-four. Operations were
handicapped, too, during the early phase
of the campaign by delay in the arrival
of signal units equipped with special-
purpose vehicles for wire line construc-
tion. The 57th Signal Battalion used a
captured German section car to follow
open wire leads along the railroads
through isolated stretches of country, and

™ (1) Sig Sec AFHQ, Hist, pp. 14041, and app.
D, pp. mn-i2. (2) Rpt, Wooley, SigO Seventh
Army, to CS8ig0, 21 Sep 44, sub: Preliminary Rpt,
Seventh Army Sig Sv Opns in Southern France,
15 Aug—20 Sep 44. (3) Seventh Army, Rpt of

Opns, France and Germany, I, 325. (4) Opns Rpt
folder, Hist of Opn DRAGOON, passim,
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four mobile radioteletypewriter installa-
tions built on 1l4-ton cargo trucks to
assure teletypewriter communications
between corps command posts and divi-
sions when wire circuits were cut off by
shellfire or other interruptions. Insofar
as communications were concerned,
September was the Seventh Army’s worst
month.  High-frequency, long-range
radio took over where wire could not.
Sky wave could be used almost exclu-
sively to reach all commands. The ma-
jority of radio circuits covered distances
of more than 100 miles.™

By 11 September, the Allied armies
pushing up from the south made contact
with those coming east from Normandy,
and on 15 September SHAEF assumed
command of the Franco-American
forces.™ Slowed by the barriers of the
Vosges Mountains and the Moselle
River, Seventh Army’s communications
altered, radio yielding largely to wire.
By October, at army and corps level,
radio was only an emergency means, al-
though artillery, engineer, and infantry
units constantly demanded more radios.
Teletypewriter began to carry the bulk
of army messages. Field wire became
critical in November and had to be
rationed. When three new division ele-
ments entered the Seventh Army with-
out division signal companies, Colonel
Wooley reported that only the close co-
operation of corps and division signal
officers and tactical good fortune pre-
vented serious signal complications.

™ (1) Seventh Army, Rpt of Opns, France and
Germany, 1, 326. (2) p7th Sig Bn, SigC Tech Info
Ltr 44 (Jul 45), p- 47. (3) Spiral-Four Construc-
tion, 8igC Tech Info Ltr 41 (Apr 45), pp. 15-17.
(4) Opns Rpt folder, Type Signal Bn (Consoli-
dated), DracoON, passim. ETOUSA Sig Sec, Admin
572-F.

BSCAEF Rpt, p. 61.
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After the slow push through the moun-
tains to St. Dié and Strasbourg, VI Corps
speeded up and crossed the German
border between Bitche and the Rhine
River. Serving with the Seventh Army as
it advanced into Germany were six sig-
nal companies—the gd, 44th, 45th, 79th,
1ooth, and 103d. The veteran 36th Sig-
nal Company was with the French 1st
Army. Three signal battalions, the 1st,
57th, and g2d, worked on the corps
level.®

From D-day at Ste. Maxime to the
German border and the Rhine, the 57th
Signal Battalion laid 1,511 miles of
spiral-four cable, 879 miles of W-110-
B, and 451 miles of long-range W-143,
recovering 75 percent of all the wire it
laid except the W-143, and 26 percent
of that. It also rehabilitated 2,614 miles
of PTT open wire line; it transmitted
2,273,836 teletypewriter groups and
574,254 radio groups. Its messengers,
traveling 129,867 miles, carried 91,749
messages.™

hY

4

The Continental
Communications System

The signal communications system in
the ETO provided telephone, teletype-

"®Opns Rpt folder, History of Opn DracooN.

Other Seventh Army signal units included the
1st, 5th, and 7th Signal Center teams: the 226th
and zpoth Signal Operations Companies; the 117th
Signal Radio Intelligence Company; the 152d and
154th Armored Signal Companics; the 28th Signal
Construction Batlalion; the g253d Signal Service
Company; the 53d, 59th, 6oth, 101st, 286th, 287th,
and 288th Radar Maintenance Units; a detachment
of the zogth Signal Pigeon Company; the g2ozd
Signal Service Section; the gizist Signal Informa-
tion and Monitoring Company; and the g2oist
Signal Intelligence Service Detachment. Ibid., p.
10.

" g7th Sig Bn, SigC Tech Info Ltr 44 (Jul 45),
pp- 47f.
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writer, and radio circuits serving over
7o major headquarters.”> The British
War Office, SHAEF, COMZ, ADSEC,
SOLOC (Southern Line of Communi-
cations), CONAD (Continental Ad-
vance Section), the various army group
headquarters, the 10 base section head-
quarters, the many Air Forces and Navy
installations, the # army headquarters,
the ports of Cherbourg, Marseille, Ant-
werp, and Le Havre, as well as Utan
Beach and OmaHA Beach—all required
extensive  communications  systems.
There were also the oil pipelines (2
main lines, with pumping stations with
telephones every 10 miles, and main
stations with telephone control every 50
miles) . There were the railroads, which
required two communications circuits
along each right-of-way. And there were
the redeployment centers, the hundreds
of branch and general supply depots, and
the many general and evacuation hos-
pitals, all of which had to have extensive
communications facilities.”

Wire carried the major portion of
traffic, both tactical and administrative.
Excluding air-ground traffic and traffic
between highly mobile forward units,
wire carried perhaps g8 percent of all
messages transmitted by electrical
means.”” Planning, building, and con-
trolling wire systems engaged the ener-
gies of a very large group of signal
officers and men for many months before
and after the invasion. In fact, even
before strategical and tactical concepts

®Maj Ted J. Palik, Signal Communications
Problems in the European Theater of Operations
(1949), Sig Sch Monograph, p. 13. The Sig Sch
Libr, Ft. Monmouth.

" Ibid., app. A, Hq in the Theater Com Nect-
work, ETO.

7 USFET Gen Bd Rpt, Study 111, p. 16.
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of OVERLORD jelled, the Signal Corps was
hard at work evolving plans for an ade-
quate outside wire plant. But equally
early planning for the ETO allotment
of signal troops fared badly. The theater
general staff considered the require-
ments excessive and returned them for
revision. So much time elapsed before
the theater finally reached a decision
that the War Department had already
committed a large proportion of the
available Signal Corps troops to other
theaters. The ETO signal troop basis
was fixed at a figure far too low. In
spite of much frantic juggling of person-
nel figures later, there were never
enough wire construction and mainte-
nance men in the theater.”®

Planning the Continental
Wire System

Basic instructions for the combined
main line system were laid down by
SHAEF. In the U.S. zone, responsibility
for the planning lay with the Joint Wire
Group, composed of the signal officers
of the First and Third Armies, Forward
Echelon and Advanced Section, COMZ,
and the Ninth Air Force, as well as of
the 12th Army Group when it became
operational. The group agreed upon two
basic policies: pool all circuits in the
main-line build, making them available
to all organizations on a common user
basis; and place all construction troops
except those needed for specific mis-
sions under the control of the 12th Army
Group signal officer. Each section of the
main-line build, whether constructed by
army, army group, or COMZ troops,
would become a part of a co-ordinated,

® Ibid.
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planned system. No French line or cable
would be rehabilitated and put into
service (except for immediate combat
needs) unless it had an approved place
in the over-all theater wire system. Thus
the limited amounts of available wire
plant materials and the limited numbers
of construction troops could be utilized
most efficiently.™

These policies were sound, but un-
fortunately the theater organization it-
self partially defeated their application.
Because of the decentralization of con-
trol, a unified communications system
had to be built upon co-operation rather
than command action. As operations
progressed and the combat zone moved
forward, the rear areas divided into
fixed-area base sections, each with its
own headquarters command. Signal offi-
cers of the base sections were responsible
to the base commanders rather than to
the theater signal officer. Naturally, the
primary interest of the base signal
officers was to develop a good area system
connecting the various depots, hospitals,
and other service installations of their
respective areas, rather than to extend
or maintain portions of the main-line
system that fell within the base section.
They were also extremely reluctant to
release any of their Signal Corps troops
for theater requirements on trunk-line
work. This led to many delays.®

It was also difficult to maintain the
common-user principle. The air forces
in particular made heavy demands for
point-to-point operational circuits in the
main-line system. As a matter of fact,
several special systems were imposed
upon the main-line system. There was,

" Ibid., p. 18.
8 Ibid,, pp. 18-19.
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for example, the Red Line system for
key officers of SHAEF. Some Signal
Corps officers contended that the priority
system of handling trunk calls would
have given staff officers the same rapid
service as the Red Line without reducing
the number of circuits available to com-
mon users.®! General Lanahan, however,
felt that in so large a theater the Red
Line system was essential for rapid
handling of high echelon calls. In addi-
tion, such a system ‘“‘took the load of
complaints off the back of the signal
officer” and permitted him “to get on
with the myriad of other duties” he had
to perform.®

In their planning, the Joint Wire
Group had decided that initially the
continental main-line wire system must
consist of new construction—open wire
and spiral-four cable. The decision was
a wise one. The French open wire sys-
tem and the commercial cables were so
damaged that for many weeks they could
not be restored rapidly enough to supply
military requirements.®® Until the break-
out, construction and rehabilitation
troops had been bottled up in a fairly
small area, unable to advance line com-
munications forward. Once the Allied
forces broke out of the beachhead, their
advance was so rapid that new line con-
struction could not keep up with the
communications demands of higher
headquarters. For a time, radio and mes-
senger service had to take up the slack.8

In this period, 12th Army Group, the

8 1bid., p. 19.

#Ltr, Maj Gen Francis H. Lanahan, Jr. (Ret),
former CSigO SHAEF, to Huggins, CO SCIA, g1
Oct 57. SigC Hist Sec file.

% (1) 12th AGp AAR, p. 180.
Bd Rpt, Study 111, pp. 17-18.

“ OverLorp Rpt, 1V, 861.

(2) USFET Gen
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most forward headquarters having con-
struction and rehabilitation troops, be-
came responsible for extending the
main-line system eastward. The rapid
advance of the armies placed a desperate
strain on the construction units. Two
construction battalions per army and two
for the army group were simply not
enough in the period of rapid advance,
even though 12th Army Group obtained
all possible help from COMZ, ADSEC,
and Air Forces sources.®

With new line construction temporar-
ily unable to keep up with the advance,
various military units began using the
civil cable system on a help-yourself
basis. Lines of the French government-
owned long-distance cable system, the
PTT, traversed normal military bound-
aries of control. Months before the in-
vasion, the SHAEF Signal Division had
worked out details of a control plan to
be put into effect as soon as Paris was
firmly in Allied hands. On 1 September
SHAEF took over control and arranged
for the establishment of the Paris Mili-
tary Switchboard to provide trunk serv-
ice by connecting military exchanges in
other centers to the Paris exchange
through the French PTT system.®® On
10 September SHAEF established the
operating medium, the Allied Expedi-
tionary Force Long Lines Control
Agency (AEFLLCA). Administered by
the SHAEF Signal Division, it controlled
policies, allocated routes and circuits to
the army groups and to COMZ, and
served as a central liaison office with the
French civilian authorities.®” Primarily
intended to control the rehabilitation
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and use of the PTT cables, AEFLLCA
later took an active part in the whole
main-line system. Actually, despite a
certain amount of delay and friction, all
organizations co-operated extremely
well, considering the various pressures
exerted.®®

Rehabilitating Cable Systems

The prewar PTT system was quite
extensive. During the German occupa-
tion PTT employees had managed to
operate a clandestine smelting plant in
suburban Paris and to construct new
cables to serve secretly built transmitter
and receiving radio stations. Meanwhile,
the Germans also secretly built an exten-
sive network of long-distance cables for
their military needs.®

Allied bombings and the retreating
Germans had heavily damaged both the
liberated and the enemy facilities. Just
before the Allied landings in Normandy,
the French Forces of the Interior (FFI),
in agreement with the Allied command,
launched a systematic and successful
program of sabotage. French technicians
cut the cables at widely separated points,
avoiding damage to hard-to-repair equip-
ment such as loading pots and repeater
stations. Within a few days after the
landings there were widespread failures
on existing systems in the Normandy

# Detailed accounts may be found in the signal
division reports of the various headquarters. e.g.,
(1) 12th AGp Rpt of Opns, I, 72—3, and XI, 135—
266. (2) ETOUSA Rpt, II, pp. 26-55b. (3) OVER-
Lorn Rpt, III-VIII, passim.

* Extract from J. Mailly, “The Development and
Organization of the Underground Long Lines Net-
work,” vol. g, No. 1 of Cables and Transmission,
published quarterly by Soltec, 16 Rue de la Baume,
Paris 8, France. Reprinted in Signals, IV, No. 4
(March~April, 1950) , 7ff., edited by Col. Howard
W. Hunter.
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area, and all efforts of the German wire
crews to cope with them were to no
avail. French cable splicers, when forced
to work for the Germans, frequently
made temporary splices wrapped with
a bandage and then covered with a non-
watertight sleeve. The splices held only
until the first rain put them out of com-
mission. This maneuver worked well
against the Germans, but it caused the
Allies a good deal of trouble later on
when some of the splices became covered
with the rubble of fallen buildings.
Then it was the Allies who sweated and
labored to locate and dig out the faulty
cables.®®

The Germans themselves, as they were
driven back, wrecked the communica-
tions centers as thoroughly as possible,
using destruction troops specially organ-
ized and trained for that purpose.®
When time permitted, the demolition
troops blew up or burned entire build-
ings, opened up buried cable and sawed
or cut it in half and reburied it, cut
single lengths of cable at successive man-
holes, and poured water over the sev-
ered ends. At some cable terminals, Ger-
man signal troops created damage almost
impossible to repair.®

Luckily, some installations were left
to the ministrations of German troops
inexperienced in signal matters and
their “wreckage” was usually easy to
repair. Luckier still, French technicians
were able to save some of the vital com-
munications centers. So hurriedly did

® Ibid.

7 (1) Palik, Sig Com Problems in ETO, pp. 21ff.
and app. C, translated German field order, Prep-
aration for Retreat. (2) Enemy Sig Demolitions,
SigC Tech Info Ltr 38 (Jan 45), pp. 1-6.

* Williams, “First Army's ETO Signal Opera-
tions,” Signals, II, No. 4, p. g.
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the enemy evacuate the Rhéne Valley,
along which the Dijon-Marseille cable
ran, that at some points ingenious
Frenchmen saved the communications
installations for the Allies. At one re-
peater station the station chief convinced
the German commander that a grenade
exploded on top of the cable-run over
the equipment bays would be most de-
structive. The resulting explosion,
though satisfactorily loud, caused no real
damage. At another repeater station the
Germans, in a hurry to leave, accepted
the promise of the French technician to
blow up the station. As the Germans left
the town, they heard explosions at the
station and were satisfied. The techni-
cian had pulled the pins of the grenades
and thrown them into an empty lot
adjoining the station.?®

French PTT employees gave the
Allies one of the great breaks of the
drive to liberate Paris. As Allied armies
neared the outskirts of Paris, most of
the Germans withdrew from the long-
line terminal plant on Rue Archives and
wired the plant with time bombs that
were intended to wreck it. The French
employees seized the last few Germans
remaining in the plant and informed
them that everyone would stay in the
plant. After several hours, the Germans,
faced with the fact that they would be
blown up along with the plant and their
French captors, disconnected the time
bombs. An important communications
asset had been saved for the Allies.®

For every installation saved, however,
two others had been destroyed. The big

% Mailly, “The Development and Organization
of the Underground Long Lines Network,” S§ig-
nals, IV, No. 4, pp. 7ft.

% Ltr, Lanahan to Huggins, g1 Oct 57.
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repeater station at St. Lo, for example,
was demolished by Allied bombings. Of
the 130 principal repeater stations in the
PTT system, 85 were destroyed or
heavily damaged, as were 45 buildings
housing them. The Signal Section,
COMZ, had anticipated this contingency
and had stockpiled all available re-
peaters. Special truck convoys rushed
American repeater equipment to the
front areas. When the supply was ex-
hausted, captured enemy equipment
and French-manufactured items were
used. Though at first unfamiliar with
foreign-built equipment, U.S. signal
troops within a very short time were in-
stalling German, French, and Belgian
equipment quite as easily and quickly
as that of American manufacturers.?
General Lanahan, visiting a British-
American signal crew working in the
rubble of St. L6 shortly after its capture,
noted that in addition to the destruction
of the repeater station, artillery fire and
bombs had broken the cables in numer-
ous places. The British major in charge
of the rehabilitation crew assured Gen-
eral Lanahan that he would have the
cables repaired within five weeks. This
promise he kept, although Lanahan had
mentally calculated that if he succeeded
within three months he would have done
an outstanding job.?® French civilian
workers also provided valuable as-
sistance on many cable rehabilitation
projects, some crews working as much as
ninety hours a week. Finally, from the
United States came special volunteer
crews of civilian cable splicers hurriedly
recruited from telephone companies on

® ETOUSA Rpt, II, 35-56.
% Ltr, Lanahan to Huggins, g1 Oct. 57.
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the eastern coast and flown overseas to
help restore civilian cables.®?

Equipment and workers were not the
only necessities. Coal to heat and dry
out the buildings and equipment was
another big item. For the shattered
window panes, new glass—or temporary
substitutes for glass—had to be found.
The French had no diesel oil, engine
oil, or gasoline to operate the power
plants, and these items had to be fur-
nished from Allied stores. The French
civilian crews, though eager and able,
lacked transportation, food, and blan-
kets. The retreating Germans had com-
mandeered all of the PTT vehicles,
leaving only a few broken-down trucks,
and from these the Germans had filched
all the good tires.

The Allies’ intensive efforts to reha-
bilitate the system quickly brought re-
sults. Five months after the liberation
of Paris, almost go percent of the circuits
in service in 1939 had been restored to
service. By the end of the war, the long-
distance network equaled that of the pre-
war system.®® Throughout the campaign,
the underground cable network was used
almost entirely for military purposes.
After the initial stages of the campaign,
the cable system became the backbone
of Allied communications. By V-E Day,
COMZ had rehabilitated over 3gg,000
circuit miles of toll cable and had in-
stalled 1,907 new repeaters in fifty-five
repeater stations in France, Belgium, the
Netherlands, and Germany.*

The value of the rehabilitated civil
system of long-distance telephone and

* C8ig0 Annual Rpt, FY 45, p. 642.

® Mailly, “The Deveclopment and Organization
of the Underground Long Lines Network,” Signals,
1V, No. 4, pp. 7ff

* ETOUSA Rpt, II, 35, 55-a.
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telegraph facilities in the ETO was
amply demonstrated. For example, dur-
ing September and October 1944, the
rehabilitated civil system yielded 3,076
circuits, totaling 205,845 circuit miles,
compared to an estimated 100,000 circuit
niiles of new construction built by the
combined efforts of the army groups,
COMZ, and the tactical air forces. In
other words, out of 400,000 circuit miles,
only one-third were provided by new
construction, even though all the mili-
tary resources of the theater went into
the effort.1%® If the Army had been forced
to build lines equivalent in number to
all those it used in the ETO during the
course of the campaign, signal construc-
tion troops would still have been hard
at work three years after the cessation
of hostilities,?

The Paris Signal Center

Once liberated, Paris soon became the
theater communications center. For a
time, however, especially during late
August and early September, communi-
cations facilities could not be installed
fast enough to accommodate the rapid
moves of large headquarters from Eng-
land to the Continent. Communication
between the War Department and the
ETO suffered. Traffic to the United
States was delayed as much as fourteen
hours, and there were serious interrup-
tions in the theater communications
system.'? The situation served well to
illustrate the point that signal communi-

1% OvERLORD Rpt, V, 1573.

1935t Lt Robert D. Strock, Signal Construction
Troops Within the Theater Communications Sys-
tem (1948), Sig Sch Monograph, p. 13. The Sig
Sch Libr, Ft. Monmouth.

(1) Roland G. Ruppenthal, Logistical Support
of the Armies, Volume II, UNITED STATES
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cations systems do not instantly come
into being full-blown. They require
much advance planning and a great deal
of work, time, and trouble.

During August and September, traffic
between the War Department and
ETOUSA was extremely heavy—
so heavy, indeed, that it put a strain on
War Department facilities handling
overseas business. A total of 356,669
messages containing more than ten mil-
lion words flowed between the two
points. Moreover there were 75 high-
level secrecy telephone conversations
and g5 teletypewriter conferences, not
to mention 736 telephotographs trans-
mitted.”® This was more traffic than the
amount carried across the Atlantic by all
the existing prewar commercial facilities
in any comparable period. Only extensive
and complicated semiautomatic and au-
tomatic equipment of the most modern
type could handle such loads. Further-
more, in the theater a telephone system
to serve a large headquarters such as
COMZ or SHAEF required as much
equipment as that necessary to serve a
city of 30,000 people in the United
States.!®* Yet within two months’ time
SHAEF moved its main headquarters
from London to Portsmouth to Gran-
ville to Versailles; Headquarters, COMZ,
moved from London to Valognes to
Paris; and Headquarters, 12th Army
Group, moved four times.

ARMY IN WORLD WAR II (Washington, 1959),
p- 31. (2) Ingles, CSigo, Army-Navy Staff College
Lecture, 19 Mar 45, Com folder. SigC Hist Sec
file.

1% Memo, C8igOQ for CofS Through CG ASF, 19
Oct 44, sub: Com Delays Occasioned by Frequent
Moves of l.arge Hq in ETOUSA. Hq ASF file
SigC, 1942-44, copy also in SigC EO CofS-Eisen-
hower, 1944.

w4 I'bid.
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Months earlier in London, plans had
been set up for a phased, orderly move
of COMZ to France as soon as two or
more base sections had been established
on the Continent.1%® But the tactical situ-
ation did not develop according to
plan, and when COMZ moved to the
Continent the phasing plan was disre-
garded. As a result, communications of
the kind and in the quantity desired
could not be provided immediately. A
COMZ forward party arrived on the
Continent on 14 July; requisitions for
communications materials went forward
to the United Kingdom on 20 July, and
the troops and materials arrived on 29
July. When COMZ headquarters opened
at Valognes on % August, the Signal
Section had had only nine days to pre-
pare for it. Working under the super-
vision of a single staff signal officer, Lt.
Col. Percival A. Wakeman, the 3104th
Signal Service Battalion and a small de-
tachment of the g8oth Signal Service
Company selected sites, constructed
buildings, installed a complete 15-kilo-
watt radioteletypewriter station, and
established a cross-Channel radio relay
circuit. On 25 August Paris was liber-
ated. The next day an advance group
from COMZ entered the city to search
for housing and facilities. Within two
weeks COMZ headquarters moved into
Paris, bag and baggage.1%

General Eisenhower considered the
precipitate move of COMZ from Valog-
nes to Paris to be ill-advised, particularly

5 (1) Attachment 2, MS Comments, Brig Gen
James 8. Willis (Ret) (former deputy for Tele-
communications SHAEF and former Dir P&O Div
SHAEF) to Ltr, Lanahan to Huggins, g1 Oct 57.
(2) ETOUSA Rpt, II, 4-6. (3) Opns Rpt folder,
CSigO Daily Jnl, 14~15 Jun 44, Movement of Hq
ETOUSA. ETOUSA Sig Sec, Admin 298.

e ETOUSA Rpt, II, 38-39.
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since COMZ used up precious air and
motor transportation for the move at a
time when there was a critical supply
shortage at the front, a circumstance
that resulted in a deluge of criticism
from combat commanders.’®” General
Eisenhower went so far as to tell the
COMZ commander that he could not
keep his headquarters in Paris.1?®

But from the communications stand-
point, the move to Paris had been a
logical one. Paris was the center of the
cable, road, and railroad systems; it was
“incomparably the most efficient” loca-
tion for a communications zone head-
quarters and perhaps “the only entirely
suitable location in France.” 1*® During
the period when it seemed that COMZ
would be forced to leave Paris, members
of General Rumbough’s staff, working
with a reconnaissance group looking for
new locations, considered the communi-
cations possibilities of Versailles, Reims,
and Spa. They concluded that “any move
of Hgs, COMZ, outside the greater Paris
area would seriously cripple its present
communications and hence its efficient
operations.” After a high-level meeting
at SHAEF on 22 October, it was decided
that COMZ need not move from Paris
but must rigidly limit its personnel and
the number of buildings it occupied.!’?

In spite of the potential advantages of
Paris from a communications stand point,
the requisite facilities could not be pro-

T Ruppenthal, Logistical Support of the Armies,
I1, 31-32.

1% Bradley, A4 Soldier’s Story, p. 406.

® (1) Hq ETOUSA, CSigO Daily Jnl, 22 Oct
44, item 2. 8igC file, ETO Daily Jnl, Sep 44-Jun 45.
(2) Lecture by Ingles, 19 Mar 45. (3) Ruppenthal,
Logistical Support of the Armies, II, 31.

" Hq ETOUSA, CSigO Daily Jnl, 1 Oct 44, item
1, and 22 Oct 44, item 2. 8igC file, ETO Daily ]Jnl,

Sep 44-Jun 4.
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vided immediately. General Rumbough
described the signal facilities he was able
to provide during the first few weeks as
“the best possible, but not adequate.” 11
The fact of the matter was that a large
headquarters had displaced from one
location to another without adequate
consideration of the ability of the signal
officer to provide service at the new
location.!12

Until wire lines could be brought into
Paris and facilities rearranged, a single
SCR-ggg brought in with the advance
group on 26 August provided the main
communications channel between Paris
and Valognes. On 10 September signal
engineers set up a radio relay circuit,
the terminal located on top of the Eiffel
Tower. Rumbough’s men brought land-
line printers and additional radio cir-
cuits into Paris when the major portion
of Headquarters, COMZ, moved there.
As quickly as possible during September
the signalmen added new communica-
tions facilities. The fundamental’ diff-
culties in message handling during Sep-
tember lay in the shortage of reliable
teletypewriter circuits between Valog-
nes and Paris and between Paris and
London. New direct VHF channels be-
tween London and Paris solved much
of the difficulty. A major task, installing
a 6-channel, long-range go-kilowatt radio
station, occupied scores of troops work-
ing in shifts twenty-four hours a day.
The equipment for the station came
packed in more than 1,000 individual
boxes and crates, many of which had
been severely damaged in shipment.!!®

W ETOUSA Rpt, II, 41.

21 tr, Lanahan to Huggins, 31 Oct 57.

18 Hq ETOUSA, GSigO Daily Jnl, 16 Sep 44,
item 6, and 23 Sep 44, item 1. SigC file, ETO Daily
Jnl, Sep 44-Jun 45.
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Meanwhile, the various moves of
SHAEF headquarters laid another heavy
burden on the SHAEF Signal Section.
SHAEF moved from Portsmouth, Eng-
land, to the Continent at Granville on
1 September, despite a plea from Gen-
eral Vulliamy, the SHAEF chief signal
officer, that the move be made no earlier
than 15 September because of “signal
considerations.” 11 The signal center was
set up at Jullouville, five miles south of
Granville, in an area that had been
heavily mined by the Germans. One
signal officer was seriously injured and a
truck loaded with equipment was de-
stroyed by mines missed when the area
was cleared. The signal offices were
installed in portable huts; the thirty-two
officers and thirty-nine enlisted men
operating the facilities were housed in
tents and trailers. The stay at Jullouville
was short—on 20 September SHAEF
Forward moved to Versailles.!'® General
Vulliamy, hoping for enough time to
provide adequate telephone facilities at
Versailles, was told that SHAEF main
headquarters also would move there
immediately.’** SHAEF was willing to
accept a temporary reduction in com-
munications facilities to gain political
and tactical advantages by the move.'!’

On 5 October the main SHAEF head-
quarters moved officially. Actually, most
of the staff officers had “infiltrated” Ver-
sailles during the two weeks the forward
echelon had been located there. “The
Signal Division . . . was not given
enough advance information as to in-
stallations required,” the historical re-

14 OverLoRD Rpt, IV, 858.

15 1hid,

us Ibid., V, 1569.

7 Ltr, Lanahan to Huggins, g1 Oct 57.
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port of the division noted.!** Most of the
men from the signal units, who should
have been at work maintaining existing
communications, had to be diverted to
the task of completing urgently required
new installations.’™ 'Through the hercu-
lean efforts of Le Matériel Téléphon-
ique a §,000-line automatic exchange in
the Petite Ecuries—Louis XIV’s stables—
was readied in the remarkably short time
of five weeks.*?®

By mid-October communications mat-
ters at the Paris Signal Center were well
in hand. The center and its associated
military communications system were
destined to become the largest ever
established by any overseas theater.
Within a year it rivaled the great signal
center in Washington,1#

Wire and radio, together with mes-
senger service, were integrated into a
smoothly functioning system—the sort of
system that American commanders were
wont to demand, wherever they were. In
fact, it did not occur to them to expect
anything less, accustomed as they were
to the vast communications facilities
available to them at home. By early
1945, most of the PTT cable systems in
France and Belgium had been restored
to service. Signal Corps troops had con-
structed many miles of open wire lines
on important communication routes,
while spiral-four and field wire served
the forward areas. Approximately 1,660
wire circuits, incorporating an estimated
200,000 miles of wire facilities, operated
in the COMZ.

b8 OverLORD Rpt, 1V, 886.

0 Ihid.

= Ltr, Lanahan to Huggins, g1 Oct 57.

2 For details of the first harried months in Paris,
see ETOUSA Rpt, 11, 56-61.
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VHF radio and manual radio tele-
graph systems supplemented and pro-
tected wire service. Paris was linked with
WAR, the communications center of the
War Department in Washington, by 2
complete multichannel and 2 single-
channel radioteletypewriter systems, pro-
viding a total of 11 independent two-way
radio circuits, and by g transatlantic
cable circuits. The cable circuits had
been established by restoring and divert-
ing the German Horta-Emden cable. Be-
fore the war this cable had run from the
United States through Horta in the
Azores and Southampton, England, to
Emden, Germany. British technicians
severed the Southampton link. Specially
trained Signal Corps crews terminated
the cable and placed it in operation at
Urville-Hague, near Cherbourg.**® Com-
munication between Paris and the other
theaters was provided through radio-
teletypewriter channels to Caserta and
Algiers, or by relay through WAR. Fif-
teen to 20 miles of teletypewriter tape
sped through the automatic-packaged
teletypewriter assemblies daily, carrying
a traffic volume of approximately 7,500
messages—1,500,000 groups.'2?

To serve the 4,000 military stations in
the Paris area, there were about 40 local
switchboards, several of which were PTT
automatic exchanges. Cables intercon-
necting the various exchanges permitted
the routing of local traffic from one to
another, handling 35,000 local calls daily.
Long-distance calls, through the Paris
Military Switchboard, averaged 19,000

#MS Comment, US. Army Sig Bd, Ft. Mon-
mouth, Jul 59.

2 (1) App. B, Com in the ETO, to Memo, Code,
ACSigO, for Ingles, CSigO, Reporting on Trip to
ETO Beginning 29 Jan 45. SigC g70.2 ETO. (2)
ETOUSA Rpt, II, 42ff.
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Paris Signar CENTER in German-built
blockhouse.

each day, #oo of them cross-Channel
calls. Direct circuits from this board pro-
vided connections to each of the base
sections on the Continent and in the
United Kingdom, and to each of the
army groups.1#

The Signal Center had moved from
the cramped, inadequate quarters in
which it began operations in September
to a new location. A pj-story concrete
blockhouse built by the Germans a short
distance from the Majestic Hotel offered
suitable space. At the converted block-
house, the Signal Corps installed tape re-
lay and manual printer rooms, a radio
operation room, crypto rooms, a message
center, a radio control room, and con-

1% App. B, Com in the ETO, to Memo, Code
for Ingles.
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ference rooms.'?® Pneumatic tubes sped
messages between this center and the
classified message center in the Majestic
Hotel. The radio control room was the
first of its kind to be installed in the
European theater. It was a technical cen-
ter for controlling radio circuits and, in
time, the entire tape relay network. All
trouble shooting, distortion measure-
ments, circuit rearrangements, and trou-
ble analysis were controlled here by
twenty-four highly trained men—nine
officers and fifteen enlisted specialists.
These men supervised the operation of
the transatlantic radio, including the
multichannel systems, VHF radio cir-
cuits, manual circuits, and high-speed
circuits. 28

The tape relay network was a part of
ACAN, controlled by the Chief Signal
Officer, Washington. The ACAN net-
work consisted of the net control station
in Washington, a network in the United
States, and major trunk routes to over-
seas theater headquarters, where mes-
sages were relayed over the local net-
works of the individual theaters to their
destination.!?” Stations in the ACAN net
received messages by any means—mes-
senger, pneumatic tube, private line
teletypewriter, and so on—from the
originator. These stations placed the
messages on the network. Intermediate
relay stations received the messages on a
tape by means of typing reperforators,
and fed them on to the next relay on the
net by means of high-speed transmitter

1% Conference in this case meant teletypewriter
conference (telecon) facilities by which overseas
officers could confer with officers in Washington
or other areas connected to the conference network.

» ETOUSA Rpt, II, 42.

1 For a discussion of the development and ex-
pansion of ACAN, see Thompson, Harris, et al,,

[The Test, pp. 427—9o] See also below,
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distributors. Relaying the messages by
tape gave rise to the popular designation
“tape relay network.” Users found that
this system provided a faster and more
accurate means of handling messages. By
February 1945, eight major relay stations
in the ETO were tied into the ACAN
network. They included: SHAEF; Head-
quarters, Communications Zone and
ETO; Headquarters, 12th Army Group;
Headquarters, U.S. Strategic Air Force;
Headquarters, United Kingdom Base;
Headquarters, Normandy Base Section;
Atlantic Cablehead, Cherbourg; and
SHAEF Forward. Each of these relay
stations had direct communications to
Washington and to each other. There
were six relay tributaries and twenty
tributary stations in the network.!2®
Two WAC officers and 180 WAC en-
listed women were on duty in the Paris
Signal Center by early 1945. Fifty-four
Signal Corps women of the §341st Signal
Service Battalion in fact constituted the
first. WAC contingent on duty on the
Continent. They had arrived at Valognes
on 14 July for service in the signal center

1B ETOUSA Rpt, 11, po-51.
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there. Three WAC telephone operators
took over the long-distance PT'T board
in Paris on the first day the French
turned it over to the Allies. All together,
five hundred Wacs served the Signal
Corps in the COMZ as telephone opera-
tors, cryptographers, draftsmen, artists,
clerks, and drivers of message center
courier vehicles, releasing technically
trained men for forward areas. The
women operated their own messes and
had their own administrative headquar-
ters, the 3341st WAC Signal Service
Battalion, activated in ETO, the first
unit of its kind to be formed., These
women on Signal Corps assignments rep-
resented 23.5 percent of all the WAC
personnel in the Communications Zone,
exclusive of the United Kingdom, ap-
proximately one Signal Corps woman to
every 55 Signal Corps men in the area, as
compared to one woman to every 234
men for the other services.'??

® (1) Station List, COMZ ETO, g Mar 5. (2)
Table, § Mar 45, Tab C to app. D, Orgn of Theater
Pers, ETO, 1942-45. SigC g70.2 ETO. (g) Treadwell,
The Women's Army Corps, pp. 318, 388, 408. (4)
ETOUSA Rpt, II, 58. (5) Lt. Mary O. Kennedy,

“Signal WAC,” Signals, 11I, No. 2 (November—
December, 1948), 28-2g.



CHAPTER V

The Signal Corps in the ETO
to V=-E Day——II

Signal Supply Problems
in the ETO

Every officer assigned to supply in the
European Theater of Operations is likely
to wince at the memory of his tour of
duty. His recollections usually bring
bitter reminders of heartbreaking toil,
endless confusion, interminable delays,
and constant struggles against a vague
antagonist known as the system, which
often seemed to be no system at all. Sig-
nal supply throughout the campaign was
seldom abundant; at times certain items
became precariously scarce. These un-
avoidable periods of supply shortages re-
sulted from the size of the operation and
the inevitable consequences of the com-
plexities thus introduced.! Even so, this
was cold comfort for the using organiza-
tions that failed to receive wanted sup-
plies and for COMZ, which had been
unable to furnish them.?

In the months preceding D-day, Eng-

*(1) USFET Gen Bd Rpt, Study 110. (2) FUSA,
Rpt of Opns, 20 Oct 43-1 Aug 44, bk. VI, an. 12,
passim, and 1 Aug 4422 Feb 45, bk. III, an. 8,
passim. (3) TUSA AAR, pt. 22, passim. (4) ETO-
USA Rpt, II, 66-95. AAR (35) OvVERLORD Rpt,
passim. (6) 12th AGp, Rpt of Opns, XI (Sig),
136-241. (7) Sup-ETO folder 12, SigC Hist Sec
file. (8) Ruppenthal, Logistical Support of the
Armies, I, II, passim. (g) Interv, SigC Hist Sec

with Rumbough, 6 Jul 56.
*MS Comment, Shearer, Jul 59.

land became a vast arsenal, crammed
with military supplies of every sort. The
Signal Corps had obtained War Depart-
ment approval to establish a reserve for
the First and Third Armies in excess of
their authorized quantities of signal
equipment. The authorized 775-day level
of supply, based on replacement factors,
assumed that organizations had a 45-day
reserve level and a go-day operational
level, but Signal Corps stocks had not
reached these goals. General Rumbough
had accumulated a reserve stockpile of
80,000 tons of signal supplies, but the
first days of fighting in Normandy ate
into it at an alarming rate.? Furthermore,
the tonnage figures did not tell the whole
story, for the stock was not balanced—it
contained more than needed in some
categories, much less in others.
Replacement factors on certain items
greatly exceeded the percentages estab-
lished by the War Department. For ex-
ample, in mid-1944 the replacement fac-
tor for the small hand-carried radios
SCR-;36 and SCR—g00 stood at 15. But
the mortality rates on these small radios
carried by the front-line troops ran very
high in the first weeks of the invasion.

4 (1) Interv, SigC Hist Sec with Rumbough, 20
Feb 45. SigC Hist Sec file. (2) ETOUSA Rpt, II,
65. (3) USFET Gen Bd Rpt, Study 110, app. 5,
p-
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Many sets were lost in the landings or
ruined by exposure to salt water. Some
units reported losses of 50 to 100 percent.
By 11 July Red Ball requisitions from
First Army had exhausted the entire
signal theater reserve, First Army was
carefully editing combat requests for
these items on a day-to-day basis, and the
Signal Corps faced an emergency in the
ETO.* COMZ sped a cable to Washing-
ton requesting air shipment of 1,111
SCR—g00’s and 5,914 SCR-536’s, With-
in sixteen days, 45 tons of these sets alone
had been flown to Normandy. Heavy
combat losses in the drive across France
kept SCR’s—536 and goo on the critical
list of signal items the rest of the year,
even though thousands of replacement
sets poured in and the replacement fac-
tor moved up to 20. On 1 January, after
still more losses in the Ardennes, the
War Department increased the replace-
ment factor to 22 for the SCR—300 and
26 for the SCR-536.5 Experience with
these sets confirmed that replacement
factors cannot be established by simple
arithmetical summations; the answers
really depend on enemy operations and
the fortunes of war.® Thus, logistical
planning based on the best knowledge
available sometimes missed the mark by
a wide margin. The troublesome tale of
replacements for tank antennas is a case
in point.

Replacement allowances for tank an-
tennas had been based on training re-

* (1) ETOUSA Rpt, 11, 66. (2) Memo, Sig SupO
FUSA for Plans and TngO Sig Sec FUSA, 11 Jul
44, sub: Red of Activities. Sup-ETO folder i2.

For the definition of replacement factor, see be-
low[pp. 338-50]

*ETOUSA Rpt, II, pp. 83, 86-d, 86-m.

¢ USFET Gen Bd Rpt, Study 110, p. 5. For similar
figures on wire factors, see below,|pp. 153-54.
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quirements and experiences in maneu-
vers in the United States. As with all
replacement allowances, signal supply
planners tried to anticipate the worst
possible conditions that might be en-
countered and then added a generous
allowance for error. Nevertheless, as soon
as tanks were ashore in numbers in Nor-
mandy, requests for replacement anten-
nas far in excess of anticipated losses
poured in from every tank unit. The
reason was that the low-branched trees
and thick hedges of Normandy ripped
off antennas with fearful regularity. No
American tank in training or maneuvers
had ever encountered such terrain—
probably the worst “tank country” that
could be found. Local reserves of an-
tennas were quickly exhausted, and soon
COMZ was shipping from the fast-dis-
appearing theater reserve. The need for
antennas became desperate.

In the emergency, General Rumbough
turned to the secret, direct radiotele-
phone channel to Washington. From
London he talked directly to General
Ingles, the Chief Signal Officer, urgently
requesting the earliest possible shipment
of more antennas. Within forty-eight
hours the needed antennas were deliv-
ered by air.”

During the first weeks, as the troops
slowly struggled forward from the
beaches and new units poured in, poor
weather conditions hindered supply op-
erations, preventing the unloading of
supply vessels and placing a further
strain on signal supplies already on hand.
Organizing the beaches and bringing up
fresh supplies of men and equipment was
a frighteningly difficult and complex

7Ltr, Gen Rumbough to Mrs. Dixie R. Harris,
14 Aug 61.
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task.? Miscalculations, mistakes of one
sort and another, adversities and setbacks
in tactical plans—all added to the initial
logistical troubles.

The greatest Signal Corps problem
during this period was lack of informa-
tion as to which ships carried signal sup-
plies. Even in England this information
was seldom available to COMZ in time
to be of any use. Ships arrived, were
unloaded, and their cargoes sent to the
nearest depot before the Signal Corps
stock control section even received the
manifest. Supplies desperately needed
sometimes awaited discharge while other
less necessary items were brought ashore.
On at least one occasion, when berthing
facilities at ports became critical, a vessel
with urgently needed wire cargo aboard
was not even unloaded. Because of its
weight, wire was bottom loaded, with
medical supplies loaded on top. Since
casualties were fortunately running be-
low estimates, the medical supplies were
not needed, and the G—4 officer consid-
ered it “impractical to get at the wire.” ®

Meanwhile, as new units landed and
became engaged in heavy fighting, their
losses in signal equipment mounted. One
division lost all of its SCR-610’s to
“snipers who seemed partial to artillery
observers.” Such items as radio tubes of
all sorts, antenna mast sections, dyna-
motors, reel equipment, and mast bases
were getting scarce.!?

8 A particularly good account of the logistical
problems on the beaches is contained in Ruppen-
thal, Logistical Support of the Armies, Volume I,
Chapter X.

®*M$ Comment, Shearer, Jul 5g.

* (1) Hq ETOUSA OCSigO, Current Info Ltr
(Aug 44), I, 27-29. SigC Hist Sec file. (2) FUSA,
Rpt of Opns, 20 Oct 43—1 Aug 44, bk. VI, an. 12,
pp- 17-18. (3) VHF Cross Channel Circuit, SigC
Tech Info Ltr 83 (Aug 44). pp- § 19-20. (4)
Memos, Sig SupO FUSA for Sig Plans and TngO,
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Wire had been requisitioned in tre-
mendous quantities, but the supply
melted away. Wire systems, once estab-
lished, tended to become the principal
means of communication except in front-
line infantry companies. Signal construc-
tion companies were laying eight to
fifteen miles per day in the congested
area of operations, but they were hard
put to it to keep the lines in operation.
The immense traffic on the beaches was
hard on wire. Trucks and tracked ve-
hicles chewed up lines laid on the
ground; bulldozers cut buried lines;
cranes broke overhead wires; trucks
knocked down poles.!

Preinvasion planning had assumed
that ADSEC COMZ would take over full
responsibility for supplying the armies
on the Continent by D plus 15, and For-
ward Echelon, COMZ, by D plus 42. Ac-
tually, First Army retained control far
beyond the dates originally planned.
ADSEC, on D plus 55, was just begin-
ning to control Class IV supplies, but
First Army still controlled Class II sup-
plies.’™®

Some signal personnel of ADSEC
arrived on the Continent as early as D
plus 1. Col. Pierson A. Anderson, direc-
tor of the ADSEC Signal Supply Divi-
sion, had served in a similar capacity at
ETOUSA headquarters. Among his staff
were twenty-two officers of a stock con-
trol team, newly arrived from the
United States, where they had been
specially trained in all phases of signal
supply.* The first signal depot on the

§ Jul and 11 Jul 44, sub: Red of Activities. Sup~
ETO folder 12.

1 VHF Cross Channcl Circuit, SigC Tech Info
Ltr 33 (Aug 44). Pp. 3, 19-20.

(1) Ruppenthal, Logistical Support of the
Armies, 1, 133—-39. (2) ETOUSA Rpt, II, 4.

#ETOUSA Rpt, II, 4.
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Continent was established near Femelle,
between Carentan and Isigny, and was
operated by the 216th Signal Depot Com-
pany. After the fall of Cherbourg, a
second depot was located there, oper-
ated by the 208th and 221st Signal Depot
Companies.* Others opened, closed, or
were relocated as needs changed
throughout the campaign.

During June and July there were no
really serious signal supply shortages,
though demands continued to be very
heavy. Out of fairly substantial tonnages
arriving over the beaches, First Army
met its own needs, and those of the IX
TAC, ADSEC, and additional units
being formed on the Continent. Most
of the new units arriving in July and
August were intended for Third Army,
and nearly all of them lacked most of
their organizational equipment. During
the planning phase in England, Third
Army, like First Army, had prepared
lists of signal equipment needed in ex-
cess of authorized tables of equipment.
The lists were approved 1 June, five days
before D-day, but could not be filled
completely because First Army’s heavy
preinvasion needs had depleted signal
stocks in England. Lt. Gen. John C. H.
Lee, commanding general of ETOUSA
SOS, had instructed his supply services:
“Whatever First Army wants, you give
them.” 15 As the tactical situation devel-

“1bid., p. 6s.

¥ {1) USFET Gen Bd Rpt, Study 110, p. 11 and
app. 8, p. 2. (2) Interv, S5igC Hist Sec with Rum-
bough, 6 Jul 56.

Colonel Shearer, Deputy Chief Signal Officer,
ETOUSA, commented, “It was bad enough to give
First Army a blank check on the planned stock
account, but to include the savings account as well
was courting disaster.” MS Comment, Shearer, Jul
5g. Colonel Williams, FUSA signal officer, disagrees,
feeling that FUSA’s supply list was ‘‘very modest
.. . I shudder to think what would have happened
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oped following Third Army’s activation,
it was never possible to make up the
deficit. Thus Third Army’s needs were
never as well cared for as they should
have been.’® TUSA remained in a supply
squeeze throughout the campaign.
Possibly ADSEC suffered most in this
period. Because of the critical shortage
of port facilities and transportation, such
shipments as arrived from England
carrying the stores set up for initial
stockage of the continental depots came
unevenly, not in consecutive order as
planned, and on an average thirty days
behind schedule.!” Since FUSA was pro-
viding virtually all signal equipment
needs on the Continent, Colonel Littell,
FUSA’s signal supply officer, soon be-
came alarmed at the shrinkage of his own
stocks. In mid-July he complained that
ADSEC could not even meet all the
needs of its own troops and that the
requisitions it extracted to FUSA were
seriously depleting stores of replacement
equipment and maintenance parts.®
ADSEC had problems of its own. All
the while that the armies remained
bottled up in the relatively narrow
beachhead, supplies had to be moved in
over the beaches and transported by
trucks to the front line. Transportation
was extremely tight. Early inauguration
of an air transport service from England
and the United States helped but had to

if we had not had it.” Ltr, Williams to Thompson,
14 Oct 57.

*Interv, SigC Hist Sec with Rumbough, 6 Jul 56.

7 (1) ETOUSA Rpt, passim. (2) Ruppenthal,
Logistical Support of the Armies, I, 463-74. (3)
FUSA, Rpt of Opns, 20 Oct 43-1 Aug 44, bk
VI, an. 12, pp. 17-19. (4) TUSA, AAR, pt. 22
(Sig), p. 5. (5) 12th AGp, Rpt of Opns, XI (Sig),
PP- 190-91.

B Memo, Sig SupO FUSA for 8ig Plans and
TngO, 29 Jul 44, sub: Red of Sig Activities. Sup—
ETO folder 12.
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be limited to items of high priority. Even
so, the Signal Corps ranked second
among the services in supply by air
during the first twenty-five days.”® There
were too few service troops to handle
the supplies, and their training left much
to be desired. At the beach dumps sig-
nal supplies had to be sorted and put
into an orderly arrangement before they
could be issued to troops, and most of
the depot troops had almost no training
in this sort of work.

The manner of packing signal supplies
created problems. Often the various com-
ponents comprising a single heavy or
bulky signal item came packed in several
separate cases. Although standard pro-
cedures specified that no multi-packaged
items would be shipped until all parts
were together, in practice the procedure
was seldom observed. The result, of
course, was that items received lacking
some of their component parts were use-
less.2® Frequently, too, the outsides of
packing boxes carried so many markings
or were so plastered with mud as to defy
identification of their contents. Yet if a
box were opened to identify its contents,
the equipment inside quickly deterio-
rated in open storage. Packing lists tacked
to the boxes identified contents by cata-
log numbers, but there were no catalogs
on the beach. Had there been, they would
have been of little use because of their

* USFET Gen Bd Rpt, Study 130, Supply and
Maintenance on the European Continent, p. 34.

® An extreme example concerned radio sets
SCR-694, waterproofed, fungus-proofed replace-
ments for the short wave, portable infantry set
SCR-284. The sets were received on the Continent
without their essential power supply units, which
had been loaded on a different cargo vessel. The
power supply units did not catch up with the
radio sets until close to V-E Day, so that very little
use was ever made of the sets. USFET Gen Bd
Rpt, Study 110, p. 11.

THE SIGNAL CORPS

bulk and their complicated format—
much too complicated for field use.2

In July, the first group of men from
Forward Echelon, COMZ, arrived on the
Continent. They were joined on 4 Au-
gust by a COMZ headquarters staff op-
erations group that included the chief
signal officer, General Rumbough, and
the director of several of his divisions.?2
Rumbough lost no time in concluding
arrangements to take over supply respon-
sibilities. Since ADSEC beach dumps
were practically barren of Class II sup-
plies, FUSA turned over the signal sup-
plies in its beach dumps to COMZ for
stocking the continental depots. It was
planned that each army would carry in
its supply dumps only seven days’ supply
of rapidly moving items but would not
attempt to carry all items. ADSEC’s
dumps would stock fourteen days’ supply
of the same items, plus additional items
in frequent demand. In case ADSEC
could not furnish the item requested by
the armies, it would extract the requisi-
tion to COMZ. Only COMZ would
maintain complete stock records.?

This plan seemed to be sound and
workable. However, it was based upon
the assumption that the tactical situation
would develop according to existing
plans, that ports and incoming
tonnages would become available in a
regularly increasing progression, and
that COMZ would have enough time to
develop an orderly system of depots. This
was not the case. In late August and
early September the “roof fell in” on
supply officers. The tempting possibility
of forcing an early end to the campaign

2 USFET Gen Bd Rpt, No. 110, p. 11 and app.

3, p- 2.
#ETOUSA Rpt, II, 6.
2 ]bid., p. 5.
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led the Supreme Command to continue
the pursuit despite existing logistical
limitations. By mid-September virtually
all of France, Belgium, and Luxembourg
had been liberated, and the Allied front
stretched in an almost unbroken line
from the North Sea to Switzerland.
On 25 July, the front lines were nearly
40 days behind the forecast phase lines.
By 12 September (D plus g8) they had
reached the line forecast to be reached
by D plus g50. They had covered z6o
phase-line days in 19 days of actual fight-
ing.?* This brilliant tactical advantage
had been bought and bitterly paid for
by the fighting men. The cost to the sup-
ply services was also very high.

The breakout and pursuit put an
almost unbearable strain on supply. The
lack of ports constituted the most limit-
ing factor. Vessels that could not be un-
loaded because of lack of port capacity
had to be held offshore, and this immedi-
ately created a shortage of shipping at the
other end of the supply route, where sup-
plies piled up. Transportation became
a nightmare. Railroads thoroughly
bombed and shot up by Allied airmen
to deny their use to the enemy could not
be repaired and put back into service
quickly enough to be of much value in
transporting supplies to the front. Every
truck and every available relief driver
was pressed into service, both within the
Communications Zone and in the army
areas, to augment the lift capacity of
ADSEC’s Motor Transport Brigade
(MTB).

By the last week of August, SHAEF

* (1) T. Dodson Stamps and Vincent J. Esposito,
A Military History of World War II With Atlas
(West Point, N.Y., 1g58), I, 461-63, Atlas Map 5z.
(2) Ruppenthal, Logistical Suppori of the Armies,
I, 488.
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had decided to press the pursuit beyond
the Seine. To meet the emergency, on
28 August COMZ and ADSEC pooled all
their motor transportation and re-formed
the Motor Transport Brigade into the
Red Ball Express Motor Highway sys-
tem. The trucks ran ceaseléssly, day and
night, over a giant loop of highway that
fed one-way traffic from the western
terminus at St. L6 on to the front lines
and sent empty cargo trucks back to
Normandy for reloading.

Along the highway the Signal Corps
quickly installed a 6-station radio net,
utilizing SCR-3g99 radio sets. The SCR—
399 was well-suited to the job; it had a
100-mile range by key or voice, was
mounted in a 2l4-ton truck, and hauled
its own power plant in an attached
trailer. The net control station operated
at the headquarters of the MTB, which
supervised the dispatching of the con-
voys, and controlled them all along the
line. When a convoy departed from the
regulating station at St. L6, a message
flashed to all the stations along the route
describing what the convoy carried, its
destinations, and how it was to be han-
dled. Presumably this assured control of
the convoy during its entire trip until it
reached its destination. Actually, there
were plenty of misroutings, unauthor-
ized diversions of the convoys, and other
mishaps. But without the radio network,
and the regulating stations along the
way, the whole system would have bro-
ken down in chaos within the first few
days.®
" ® (1) Maj. A. A. Frederickson, Radio Off ADSEC,
Rpt, Role of Signal Corps With the Red Ball Ex-
press Highway, Hq ETOUSA OCSigO, Current
Info Ltr (Oct 44), p. 6. SigC Hist Sec file. (2) Red
Ball Express, SigC Tech Info Ltr g7 (Dec 44), p.

15. (8) Interv, SigC Hist Sec with Rumbough, zo
Feb 45.
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The logistical squeeze raised special
problems for signal supply. Gasoline,
rations, and ammunition for the armies
held the highest priority. This meant
that only a fraction of the signal tonnage
requisitioned by the armies could actu-
ally be allocated for delivery to them,
even when the supplies were available.
And they were not always available be-
cause transportation difficulties kept the
depots from achieving a balanced stock.
For this reason ADSEC was never able
adequately to fulfill its mission of giving
direct support to the armies?® Under
theater policy, ADSEC at first gave the
armies whatever they asked for to the
limit of the stocks on hand, and unre-
strained requisitioning led to further
difficulties. Army signal officers soon
learned that the amount of supplies
each received largely depended upon
the ability to press one’s demands vigor-
ously and vocally. Thus the armies bid
against each other; he who came first
was served first and not necessarily on
the basis of greatest need.>” These gen-
eralities held true throughout the cam-
paign, but undoubtedly their effect was
most serious during August and Septem-
ber.

When it became evident that COMZ’s
supply capabilities could not possibly
support all the combat requirements
fully, the theater command instituted a
strict rationing procedure based on ton-
nage allocations to each army in accord
with its operational priorities. In the
weeks between early September and
mid-November all the armies operated
on a hand-to-mouth supply basis. By g
December the entire supply situation

* USFET Gen Bd Rpt, Study 110, p. 19.
= Ibid., passim.
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had brightened sufficiently to permit a
return to normal requisitioning pro-
cedures.2®

During the worst of the supply crisis,
both FUSA and TUSA mobilized all
available truck companies to help trans-
port supplies. By 18 September, the
Signal Section, FUSA, had two quarter-
master truck companies assigned to it on
a permanent basis, but Colonel Littell
reported that “signal supplies received
on a daily tonnage basis from COMZ are
almost negligible to the point of com-
plete supply failure.” #* At that time he
was receiving about 10 percent of the
tonnage ordered each day. On g Octo-
ber, Littell voiced a complaint echoed
by other signal supply officers—that ton-
nage figures, on which G—4 based re-
supply to the Army signal depots, actu-
ally were deceptive. Of a hundred tons
ordered, Littell had received eighty-five,
but all of it was heavy, easy-to-handle
items, neglecting equally important
small, lightweight items such as anten-
nas, handsets, cords, tubes, and resistors.
Said Littell, “If this practice continues,
there will be a critical shortage of spare
parts . . . resupply can only be shipped
on a basis of item for item, not a
tonnage basis.” 3 On a tonnage basis,
Littell estimated he received in Octo-
ber as much as 20 percent of his req-
uisitions; on an item basis, only 5 per-
cent. Lt. Col. Louis V. Germain, Third
Army’s signal supply officer, agreed:
“The emphasis on tonnage figures com-
pletely distorted the signal supply pic-

# For details consult Ruppenthal, Logistical Sup-

port of the Armies, II, 169-80.

# Memo, Sig SupO FUSA for Plans and TngO
FUSA, 18 Sep 44. Sup-ETO folder 12.

® Memo, Sig SupO FUSA for Plans and TngO
FUSA, g3 Oct 44. Sup-ETO folder 12.
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ture—one ton of radio spare parts were
on occasion worth 2,000 tons of pole
line hardware.” 3!

Third Army was accustomed to op-
erating on a shoestring.® It took the
field on 1 August with almost no sig-
nal equipment except the organizational
equipment in the hands of its troops.
The “reserve” stocks on hand consisted
of one set each of radios SCR-goo0, 508,
and j10; eight SCR-511’s; and 6,000
miles of field wire. A lucky find of go
miles of German spiral-four cable hid-
den in a cave near Chartres helped out.
By dint of very close liaison with
ADSEC, which Colonel Germain de-
scribed as “‘very effective,” he managed
to build up his supplies to a g,000-ton
figure.®®* Half came direct from the
United Kingdom, where a Third Army
supply representative, Maj. Stephen C.
Higinbotham, had been left behind to
look after Third Army supply matters.
In August Higinbotham sent Third
Army four truck companies from
the United Kingdom with signal sup-
plies, including a considerable number
of spare parts. In September, seven
truck companies arrived at Third Army
depots with enough supplies to offset
the shortages existing at that time.3*

Battle losses of the rapidly moving
Third Army soon brought signal sup-
ply to a critical state. Spare parts were
especially scarce. The 579th Signal De-
pot Company, which included two crys-
tal-grinding teams, and the 187th Sig-
nal Repair Company arrived on the
Continent with empty trucks. Third

#TUSA AAR, pt. 22, pp. 1-11.

2Ibid., p. 179.

@ (1) Ibid., p. 6. (2) TUSA, Of 8ig SupO, Third
Army Material History, p. 3. SigC Hist Sec file.

#*TUSA, Third Army Material Hist, p. 3.
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Army had been assured that, as fast as
supplies arrived on the Continent, the
army’s needs would be met. But TUSA
moved too fast for the supply replen-
ishment system. All supplies for the
first month’s operations were picked up
and moved by army trucks. Convoys op-
erated twenty-four hours a day, and a
hundred trucks were on the road con-
stantly hauling supplies to Third Army
depots. In the first eight weeks, ten
depots opened, closed, and opened again
a little closer to the front lines.

Each move meant a lengthening sup-
ply line back to the beaches, and the
mistakes and difficulties that attend the
operations of worn-out men and worn-
out equipment began to appear. The
signal depot company worked valiantly,
but it was almost completely untrained
in signal supply, unfamiliar with signal
supply practices and procedures, and not
even acquainted with Signal Corps
nomenclature. The crystal-grinding
teams felt completely frustrated.
Their vehicles had been left behind in
England, they could not operate their
equipment in the open woods and
fields, and there was no cover with suit-
able space or facilities. One team went
to work handling radar supply, spare
parts, and maintenance supervision. The
other team finally got suitable quarters
in mid-December and started grinding
crystals, the work for which the men
had been trained.?

Since the repair company had not
been furnished any spare parts, the men
set about obtaining them by salvage
and cannibalization. No one could ques-
tion too closely where one procedure
left off and the other began, but in the

® Ibid., pp. 10-11.
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first three months the repair company
salvaged or cannibalized 335 pieces of
German equipment and 183 pieces of
American radio equipment, including
two SCR-584 radars, to obtain spare
parts. By October they had enough mate-
rial to go to work as repair teams as-
signed to units.** Colonel Germain
praised the repair companies highly for
their ingenuity and ability to impro-
vise. It was November before Third
Army received its first issue of spare
parts.

Taking parts from complete sets in
order to repair other sets was an un-
economical procedure; in time it could
lead to a complete breakdown of the
supply system. By mid-August even
those army units initially well supplied
had exhausted their basic loads of spare
parts. Spare parts stock coming into the
Normandy beach dumps became inter-
mingled with other supplies and often
could not be found for issue. The 12th
Army Group and COMZ decided to
withdraw all repair parts from signal
beach dumps and depots and concen-
trate them in a single location in Cher-
bourg. With the liberation of Paris the
Signal Corps established a second and
larger spare parts depot in that city.
Signal Spare Parts Depot S-8g1, an
enormous room fitted with steel frames
holding many bins, provided the space
necessary to segregate, identify, and is-
sue spare parts quickly.??

Since signal repair parts, usually light
in weight and small in bulk, often got
lost in transit after shipments left the

% (1) Ibid., pp. 8-9. (2) TUSA AAR, pt. 22, pp.
7-10.

(1) ETOUSA Rpt, II, 77, Bo. (2) 12th AGp,
Rpt of Opns, XI (Sig), 192. (3) USFET Gen Bd
Rpt, Study 110, pp. 23-25, and app. 6, pp. 1-3.
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spare parts depots, the 12th Army
Group Signal Section instituted a spe-
cial delivery system. Each of the armies
designated a signal officer whose only
duty was to handle spare and repair
parts for his army. Once a week he made
a delivery of parts to that army, stayed
a day or two to find out what it needed,
then went back to the Paris depot,
loaded the material on trucks, and de-
livered it to the army. The system
worked very well. Since the Paris depot
also contained a large fifth echelon re-
pair shop, it could handle any repairs
that the armies could not. By the end
of 1944, a large group of French civil-
ians were employed in the depot and
repair shop, in addition to a signal de-
pot repair company of five hundred
men.*® The armies began segregating
spare parts in bins in trailers; these in
effect were mobile spare parts depots.

Some badly needed repair parts were
not available in the United Kingdom,
nor could they be obtained quickly
enough from the United States. Local
procurement frequently filled emer-
gency needs but provided no substitute
for large volume requirements. Eng-
land’s labor force was already fully oc-
cupied with Allied production needs.
In France and Belgium, critically scarce
raw materials, fuel, and electricity had
to be furnished before workmen could
make parts. Matching American designs
proved difficult. The Signal Section of
COMZ did successfully place orders
with nearly a hundred French firms for

* (1) Interv, SigC Hist Sec with Rumbough, 20
Feb 45. (2) 12th AGp, Rpt of Opns, XI (Sig), 192.
(3) USFET Gen Bd Rpt, Study 110, pp. 24-25. (4)
TUSA AAR, pt. 22, p. 13.

A second such depot was established later at
Litge, Belgium, to assure close support to the First
and Ninth Armies. ETOUSA Rpt, II, 86-h.
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resistors, vacuum tubes, a pneumatic
tube system for the Paris signal center,
transformers, several types of meters
and test equipment, antenna sections,
and a few other small items.?

Of all the items on the chronically
scarce list, probably wire was in short
supply most consistently. There were a
number of reasons, the principal one
being that all the wire manufacturing
facilities in the United States taken to-
gether could not produce enough.*® The
ETO was a “wire” theater. The War
Department replacement factors of 44
for the standard field wire W-110-B
and 38 for the assault wire W-13o0,
based on experience in North Africa
and Sicily, proved to be far too low for
the ETO. After the War Department
adopted the system of computing fac-
tors individually for each theater, fac-
tors for W-110-B and W-130 rose,
eventually reaching 140 and 75 percent,
respectively. Of all the wire manufac-
tured for the Army, the amount
allocated to the ETO steadily edged
upward until it reached 65 percent.*
Even this was not enough to fill the
armies’ needs.

In the first few months of operations,
wire was strictly rationed to all the
armies. Third Army was nearly always
short of wire. In November COMZ is-
sued 400 miles of field wire and 100
miles of assault wire to Third Army
daily, but TUSA field units used up

% (1) USFET Gen Bd Rpt, Study 110, pp. 12, 25,
and app. 6, p. 2. (2) ETOUSA Rpt, I, 66-6g. (8)
Hq COMZ, Rpt of General Purchasing Agent, 3o
Apr 45, passim.

“For a case history of reasons underlying the
wire shortage, see below, [pp

“ (1) AG Ltr, SPX 4117 (13 Feb 45) OB-S-—
SPDDM, 14 Feb 48, sub: Ficld Wire W-110-B and
W-130. (2) CS8igO, Annual Rpt, FY 45, p. 185.
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to 4475 miles of field wire and 150 miles
of assault wire per day, whenever that
much was available.*? As late as February
1945, though signal supply in general
had improved greatly, Third Army was
still so short of wire that it issued it
only to units actually in combat. That
month it issued 14,866 miles of wire;
in March, 22,500 miles of W—110 alone.*?

Except for wire, the worst of the sig-
nal supply problems were over by the
end of November. Both FUSA and
TUSA reported an ‘“‘unusually good”
flow of signal equipment in general
during this period.** The assault in
southern France had loosed the ports of
Marseille and Toulon, relieving pressure
on the Channel ports and beaches.** In
late November the port of Antwerp was
cleared for Allied use. Additional re-
habilitated rail lines in western France
came into service, and COMZ obtained
more trucks. About this time the theater
instituted several changes in supply pro-
cedures, partly because of the im-
provement in port and transportation
facilities and partly as a result of
recommendations made by top-ranking
ASF visitors, including General Somer-
vell himself, following inspection visits
to the ETO in late 1944 and early 1945.
The system of tonnage allocations to the
armies gave way to a 1o-day requisi-
tioning procedure. Heavy consumption
of fast-moving items in short supply
created a list of 75 “critical signal items”
that had to be controlled and allocated.

#TUSA AAR, pt. 22, p. 11.

8 Ibid., pp. 16, 18.

“ (1) FUSA Sig Sv, Signal Corps Tecchnical
Historical Report, 20 October 1943-28 February
1945, p. 36. (2) TUSA, Material Hist, pp. 3—4.

* For a discussion of port discharge and shipping
problems, see Ruppenthal, Logistical Support of
the Armies, Volume II, chs. III, IV, and XIV.
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For these Colonel O’Connell of the
Requirements Branch of the Signal
Section, 12th Army Group, maintained
a strict analysis of demands, status of
supply, and shipments.*®

It was difficult to achieve equity in
the distribution of items on the critical
list. The scarcer the article became, the
greater the anxiety of the army signal
officers to obtain as much of it as pos-
sible in order not to be caught short.
In December the 12th Army Group’s
Signal Section stepped in and assumed
the responsibility for allocating such
items. From that time on until V-E
Day, signal supply showed a gradual
but steady improvement.*” The armies,
assured that each would receive a fair
share, became more reasonable in their
demands. While it could be argued that
allocating supplies was not a proper
function for an army group section, the
signal supply officers who commented
on the matter both during and after
the war agreed that it was very help-
ful. The 12th Army Group was close
enough to the tactical situation to be
fully cognizant of the real needs of the
armies, as COMZ was not. COMZ ar-
ranged for priority shipment of critical
items by a special express train called
“Toot Sweet” and gave the shipments
special handling all the way to the for-
ward ADSEC depots, from which point
they were distributed to the armies. This

% (1) 12th AGp Rpt of Opns, sec. IV (G—4), I,
24, and VI, 51. (2) Ruppenthal, Logistical Support
of the Armies, Volume II, ch. XII, passim. (3g)
USFET Gen Bd Rpt, Study 110, pp. 19-21, and
apps. 1, 2, 4, 5, and 7. (4) TUSA AAR, pt. 22,
pp. 13, 14, 16, 18-19, 20, 23. (5) FUSA, Rpt of
Opns, 1 Aug 44-22 Feb 45, bk, 111, an., 8, pp. 181-
82.

"USFET Gen Bd Rpt, Study 110, p. 21. Other
factors such as improvement in port capacity and
transportation, of course, share the credit.
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system eliminated several requisitioning
channels as well as the competition be-
tween the armies for scarce items.*8

The improvement in supply at this
time was most fortuitous, for the Ger-
man counteroffensive in mid-December
—the Battle of the Bulge—took a heavy
toll of signal equipment. First Army
lost the major portion of signal equip-
ment in the hands of 6 infantry and 2
armored divisions.** For example, the
Germans captured the 2d Infantry Divi-
sion’s radio repair and telephone equip-
ment, spare parts, and all of its reserve
signal supplies. Field wire consumption
in First Army increased joo percent.
Third Army lost go percent of the signal
equipment carried by its units and re-
ported that during the period it sup-
ported and equipped 19 divisions in all,
including 6 divisions rushed into the
line.5¢

Emergency action in COMZ replaced
signal supply losses fairly promptly. The
Signal Supply Division, ETOUSA,
rushed requisitions to the United States
for some major items, including 20,000
miles of field wire consumed by FUSA
during the Ardennes fighting. By the
middle of January both armies reported
that they had made up their losses.5!

The German Ardennes offensive
checked the movement of supplies for-
ward to areas closer to the army fronts,
clogged the transportation facilities,

“ (1) USFET Gen Bd Rpt, Study 110, pp. 1g-21,
and apps. 1, 2, 4, 5, 7. (2) TUSA AAR, pt. 22, pp.
18, 14, 16, 18-19, 20, 23. (8) FUSA, Rpt of Opns,
1 Aug ¢4-22 Feb 45, bk, III, an. 8, pp. 181-82. (4)
Ruppenthal, Logistical Support of the Armies,
Volume II, ch. X, pp. 33-84-

“ETOUSA Rpt, II, 86-j.

® (1) FUSA, Rpt of Opns, 1 Aug 44-22 Feb 45,
bk, III, an, 8, p. 181, (2) TUSA AAR, pt. 22, pp-
13, 16. (3) TUSA, Material Hist, pp. 3—4.

# ETOUSA Rpt, II, 86-j, 86-k.
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and created backlogs of material held
at Antwerp. A lack of depot space for
temporary or in-transit storage added
to the congestion. On § January 1945
a backlog of 14,900 tons of signal equip-
ment waited at Antwerp, with only
1,000 to 1,500 tons moving out each
day. A week later nearly 31,000 tons
of signal items had piled up at Antwerp,
on 21 February 16,000 tons still re-
mained, and on 1 March, 17,000 tons.
But by the end of March, with better
transportation available and more de-
pots established, nearly all of the back-
log had disappeared.®

Despite significant improvement in
signal supply matters in the closing
months of the campaign, the armies in
general were inclined to be critical of
the amount of signal material they re-
ceived. The combat forces, understand-
ably exasperated by the restrictions that
logistical considerations imposed on
combat operations, were prone to dis-
miss them as the shortcomings of COMZ.
Undeniably there were shortcomings in
COMZ. But the armies displayed little
understanding of COMZ’s problems
and difficulties. The manner in which
Operation OveERLORD developed created
a supply task out of all proportion to
planned capabilities. The delay in clear-
ing ports, the speed of advance in the
breakout and pursuit that prevented
the orderly development of a system of
backup depots, roads, rail lines, and
other facilities, and above all the unprec-
edented size of the operation presented

% (1) ETOUSA Rpt, II, 86-f, 86-g, 86-h, go. (2)
App. A, Orgn and Status of SSD, ETO 1945, Tab
L, Memo, Brig Gen James A. Code, Jr., Actg CSigO,
ETOUSA COMZ, for Maj Gen Thomas B. Larkin,
DComdr COMZ, 24 Feb 45. SigC 3702 ETO.
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problems on a scale never before en-
countered in a military operation.®

On the whole, Signal Corps supply
operations compared favorably with
those of the other technical services.®
Not every Signal Corps customer re-
ceived all the supplies he wanted at
the time he wanted them, but all gen-
uine crises were averted and reasonable
demands were met as fully as possible.5?
No combat operation really suffered or
was held up for want of signal equip-
ment. That is as much as could have
been expected under all the adverse
circumstances.

Communications in the Ardennes
Counteroffensive

By early December 1944, the Allied
armies had advanced to the German
border and across it at some points.
Aachen, the first large German city to
fall into Allied hands, yielded to the
U.S. First Army late in October after
three weeks of bloody fighting. From
Arnhem in the north to the Belfort area
in the south, Canadian, British, Amer-
ican, and French forces were poised,
maneuvering for position, fighting their
way forward in Alsace, and building up
strength for the concerted advance that
would carry them across the Rhine.

In the Ardennes sector, the American
forces were stretched thin. Both Su-
preme Headquarters and 12th Army
Group considered that a German attack
in this area was possible, but rather

® For a penetrating discussion and evaluation of
COMZ, see Ruppenthal, Logistical Support of the
Armies, Volume II, especially pp. 348-63 and 5o3-
11.

5t 12th AGp, Rpt of Opns, VI (G—4), 24, 32, 38,
46, 50-1, 58, 62, 68, 76.

% USFET Gen Bd Rpt Study 110, p. 4.
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unlikely.?® Nonetheless the Germans did
strike. In great secrecy Generalfeld-
marschall Gerd von Rundstedt massed
elements of three German armies, some
twenty-four infantry and panzer divi-
sions, and launched his attack on 16 De-
cember,

Army Group Communications

When the German attack began,
General Bradley’s 12th Army Group
headquarters was located at Verdun
and his tactical headquarters at Lux-
embourg City. To the north were Gen-
eral Simpson’s Ninth Army headquar-
ters at Maastricht and General Hodges’
First Army headquarters at Spa. To
the south, General Patton and the Third
Army were at Nancy. Thus in a sense
the enemy was between Bradley and the
two northern armies. General Eisen-
hower feared that communications
would be lost between Bradley, Simp-
son, and Hodges and therefore passed
control of the First and Ninth U.S.
Armies temporarily from 12th Army
Group to 21 Army Group in a quick re-
shuflling of positions to meet Rundstedt’s
attack. According to General Bradley,
SHAEF’s fears were unwarranted, and
so it turned out. Thanks to a flexible
wire system, with alternate routes ready
at hand, Bradley was never out of com-
munication with either army at any
time during the Ardennes action.®

% (1) SCAEF Rpt, p. 75. (2) For a detailed ac-
count of the whole Ardenncs campaign, including
an analysis of “intelligence failures,” see Hugh M.
Cole, The Ardennes: Battle of the Bulge, UNITED
STATES ARMY IN WORLD WAR II (Wash-
ington, 1g65) .

5 (1) SCAEF Rpt, p. 76. (2) Bradiey, A Soldier's
Story, p. 476. (3) Interv, SigC Hist Sec with
Rumbough, 20 Feb 4s5.
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Except for open wire links between
Verdun and Aubange and between
Verdun and Nancy, the 12th Army
Group wire network consisted entirely

~ of French underground cable circuits.

With the onset of the winter rains,
some splices in the underground cables
had developed trouble. Colonel Black,
12th Army Group’s signal officer, had
provided alternate routing for impor-
tant circuits by constructing an open
wire lead between Verdun and Liége,
with terminals at the Aubange and
Jemelle repeater stations. This lead was
equipped with four CF carrier systems
operating on a 4-wire basis. “By having
terminals at the cable repeater stations
it was possible not only to split impor-
tant trunk groups between the cable
and open wire, but also to reroute cir-
cuits, by section, between the open wire
and cable, in the event of failure of
either.” 58

The enemy did indeed quickly over-
run the 12th Army Group cable and
wire routes in the vicinity of Bastogne
and Jemelle. Colonel Black decided to
abandon the repeater station at Jemelle
without sabotage, once it became ap-
parent that it could not be held.®® Al-
ternate circuits had already been cut in
before the Germans reached Jemelle.
To provide the necessary lateral com-
munications, 12th Army Group rerouted
all circuits to the west from Verdun
through Reims and Paris, using circuits
obtained from the underground cables
under the allocational control of the
Allied Expeditionary Force Long Lines

®12th AGp, Rpt of Opns, XI (Sig), 202-03.

% The wisdom of this decision was confirmed
later when American troops retook the station and
found it intact except for blast and bomb damage.
Ibid., p. 203.
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Control Agency. The AEFLLCA was
in fact one of the major agencies re-
sponsible for providing communications
facilities around the Bulge by circuits
as far west as Paris. The rearrangement
of circuits to provide wire communica-
tions from First and Ninth Armies and
their associated air headquarters to 21
Army Group, between 12th Army
Group and 21 Army Group, and be-
tween 12th Army Group and the First
and Ninth Armies required setting up
2,000 circuit miles in seven days.%® Ex-
cept for very short intervals of inter-
ruption because of bomb damage, 12th
Army Group was never without wire
communications to 21 Army Group and
to the First and Ninth Armies. In any
event, HF radio circuits were main-
tained throughout the period. Two
HF circuits were always available
from Headquarters, 12th Army Group
(Main), and one from Headquarters,
12th Army Group (TAC), to each army,
including the First and Ninth even while
they were temporarily under the control
of 21 Army Group.®

General Bradley later called the tele-
phone system “the most valued accessory
of all.” To blunt and then crush the
German spearhead by attacking both
flanks, it was necessary to bring up
Allied divisions and shift them about
very quickly. But it was unnecessary to
resort to written orders; they were all

® (1) Ibid. (2) OvERLORD Rpt, V, 175—76. (3) Ltr,
Lanahan to Huggins, g1 Oct 57. SigC Hist Sec file.

“12th AGp, Rpt of Opns, XI (Sig), p. 208.

Actually, “The Battle of the Bulge . . . offers
an outstanding historical example of the flexi-
bility of a grid communication system in providing
alternate routes. . . . There seems to be practically
no one . . . who knows that this is not a com-
pletely new thought.” Attachment 2, MS Comment,
Willis, to Ltr, Lanahan to Huggins, 31 Oct 57.
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oral, transmitted entirely by telephone.%
Bradley said, “From my desk in Lux-
embourg I was never more than 30 sec-
onds by phone from any of the Armies.
If necessary, I could have called every
division on the line. Signal Corps officers
like to remind us that ‘although Con-
gress can make a general, it takes com-
munications to make him a commander.’
The maxim was never more brilliantly
evidenced than in this battle for the
Ardennes.”

The VHF (radio relay) stations serv-
ing 12th Army Group headquarters also
stood directly in the path of the Ger-
man advance. When the enemy threat-
ened to overrun the sites, the men (an
operating crew of eight Signal Corps
men from the Signal Section, Head-
quarters, 12th Army Group, plus twelve
men from the 8zsth Tank Destroyer
Battalion, who had been assigned to
guard the station) moved several times.
Eventually they located two relays on
Hill 561 near jemelle, Belgium. On the
day before Christmas the Germans took
control of the area, and a German anti-
aircraft battery set up its guns only five
hundred yards from the station. The
relay station, itself, tucked away in its
obscure site, remained unnoticed for
some time.

The crewmen concealed a spare trans-
mitter and receiver in the forest to save
the equipment should the station have
to be abandoned suddenly. During the
daytime, with the sounds of battle and

 Press Conf, Bradley, CG 12th AGp, reported
in CSigO, Annual Rpt, FY 45. p. 4.

® Bradley, 4 Soldier’s Story, p. 474-

For the similar experience of Maj. Gen. ]J.
Lawton Collins using the Army’s facile communi-
cations system in the Ruhr area to bottle up the
enemy, see Signals, V, No. 4 (March—April, 1951),
46fE.
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enemy troop movements around them
to mask the noise from the station’s
power unit, the isolated signalmen con-
tinued to operate. They had an
important assignment. Their station was
a vital link in the only channel between
Headquarters, 12th Army Group, TAC,
at Luxembourg and Headquarters,
Ninth U.S. Army, at Maastricht, and
between 12th Army Group headquar-
ters and the headquarters of First U.S.
Army at Spa. At night in the compara-
tive stillness the men dared not trans-
mit lest the noise from their power unit
reveal their presence. For three tense
days—the 24th, 25th, and 26th of De-
cember—they continued to pass along a
very heavy volume of traffic almost un-
der the noses of the Germans. Then,
late on the afternoon of 26 December,
they spied a force of Germans only two
hundred yards away, headed straight
for their position. Hurriedly the men
closed the station and slipped into the
forest.®* Of the 20 men at the station,
17 got through safely to the Allied lines.
Three, all members of the Signal Corps
crew, did not. One of the three even-
tually was returned as a repatriated
prisoner of war.

The time these signalmen bought was
not wasted. By the time the station was
forced off the air late on the afternoon
of 26 December, other Signal Corps
crews had succeeded in installing an al-
ternate route on sites west of the
Meuse.5®

* (1) 12th AGp, Rpt of Opns, XI (Sig), 203,
209. (2) Hq ETOUSA CS$igO, Current Info Ltr
(Jul 45), pp. 27-28. SigC Hist Sec file.

® After the enemy retreat and as soon as the
snow melted, the Signal Corps men returned to the
station site. They found that the Germans had cut
down the antennas, searched the station thoroughly,
and had carricd off the power units, operating
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Communications at Army and
Corps Level

The full shock of the enemy Decem-
ber assault was borne by the
four divisions thinly deployed in the
Eifel-Ardennes sector—the 4th, 28th, and
106th Infantry Divisions and the gth
Armored Division. Divided and by-
passed, these forces slowed the enemy
drive but could not stop it. As the big
enemy gamble gained momentum all
along the First Army front, liaison teams,
isolated units, and convoys cut off from
the main bodies of Allied troops ur-
gently sought information as to where to
go. Signal Corps message centers were
swamped with work. Locator sections
were set up to route individuals and units
to their proper destinations. Messengers,
forced many times to skirt or penetrate
enemy lines, completed scheduled runs
despite the confusion, and no messages
were lost during this phase of the opera-
tion. Cryptographic volume reached a
peak of 48,000 groups a day, the highest
since the invasion. On the fourth day of
the attack, First Army’s front extended
for 181 miles, but neither then nor at
any time during the Ardennes reversal
was First Army headquarters out of com-
munication with its major elements, or
the Air Forces, or the armies on its
flanks, or the rear, Either wire or radio
was always available, usually both. Ex-
cept for short periods while cutovers to

cquipment, and vehicles. The spare receiver and
transmitter that had been hidden in the woods
were still there, intact, and in good condition.
Later, in Mainz, Germany, three each of the
station’s six transmitters and reccivers (identified
by their serial numbers) turned up in a captured
railway boxcar containing German equipment
packed for shipment to the German rear. ETOUSA,
Current Info Ler (Jul 45), p. 28.
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alternate routes were being made, wire
and teletypewriter =~ communications
were continuous. Indeed, Colonel Wil-
liams reported that, while First Army
had fourteen radio nets in operation,
traffic was exceptionally light because
of the amount of wire facilities avail-
able. He particularly praised the radio
relay equipment, which he used be-
tween army and each corps throughout
the period. With lines out, with ice and
snow impeding rebuilding, this antrac
equipment once again proved invalu-
able.%®

The wiremen as usual had a busy
and difficult time of it. The g7th Sig-
nal Operations Battalion, for example,
had arrived in Europe for duty with
the XVI Corps just in time to get into
the Battle of the Bulge. Companies A
and B went on duty with the
hard-pressed 54th Signal Battalion serv-
ing the XVIII Airborne Corps in the
areas around Stavelot, Houffalize, and
Malmédy. The construction companies
worked in the bitter cold, over icy roads,
putting up poles and rolling out the
wire as the Allies stood their ground
against the Germans.%7

The goth Signal Battalion, which
served the VII Corps, was located at
Kornelimuenster. On the 21st of Decem-
ber VII Corps relinquished its area and
divisions to XIX Corps and moved
around the German Ardennes salient to
a position directly across the path of
the main enemy thrust northward. Long
lines of communication to the shifting

% (1) Combat Operations Data, First Army in
Europe, 1944—45. OCMH files. (2) FUSA, Rpt of
Opns, 1 Aug 4422 Feb 45, pp. 180-81. (3) SCAEF
Rpt, p. 76, (4) Ltr, Williams to Thompson, 31
Dec 49. SigC Hist Sec file.

& “Spirit of the g7th Signal Operations Battalion,”
Signal, V, No. 6 (July-August, 1g51), 9-11, 74, 8o.
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divisions, subzero temperatures, and
rugged terrain severely taxed facilities.
Tanks, gunfire, and skidding trucks re-
peatedly broke the wire lines. Mine
fields sown liberally through the snow-
covered area presented a deadly menace.
Christmas, for the poth, proved to be
long on fireworks but short on celebra-
tion.®8

Division Communication
Experiences

Below corps headquarters the signal-
men had a difficult time keeping the
communications lines open. During
heavy shelling on 16 December all wire
communications were destroyed between
2d Infantry Division headquarters in
Belgium and its subordinate units. In
exposed positions, the 2d Signal Com-
pany’s technicians reinstated the circuits
in record time. Then the radio and tele-
phone men, messengers, cooks, and
clerks of the company took up arms and
helped defend the installation and repel
attacks by German armor and infantry.
When the slashing German attack forced
the division to withdraw on 19 Decem-
ber, a reliable wire system was available
for use to co-ordinate the withdrawal,
Last to leave the abandoned command
post, which was under heavy shellfire
and beset with infiltrating tanks and
enemy infantry, were the communica-
tions technicians.®

The goth Signal Company, an experi-
enced outfit that had participated in
many a hot action since its arrival in

% History of the goth Sig Bn, passim. SGBN-go—
0(27904), Apr 41-May 45.

® (1) WD GO 26, g Apr 45. (2) Williams, “First
Army's ETO Signal Operations,” Signals, 1I, No.
4 PP- 5711
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Normandy on 15 June, was readying
itself for the planned crossing of the
Roer River when the Germans struck
in the Ardennes. The goth hastily moved
into Belgium, arriving at a location near
Spa on 18 December. The heavy snow,
the confusion of other units leaving the
area, and the near misses of V-1 buzz
bombs landing close to the signal area
impressed the signalmen less, to judge
by their after action report, than the
unprecedented length of a coded wireless
message the radio team in the corps net
received during the period. The message
ran to a massive 727 groups—it was far
longer than the Bill of Rights.”™

The 149th Armored Signal Company,
which served the gth Armored Division,
was in Brouch, Luxembourg, when the
Germans attacked. On its way to Arlon,
Belgium, on 18 December, the signal
company convoy was stopped in the vil-
lage of Sauel (Luxembourg) and, except
for the drivers, the signalmen were
pressed into service for several days as
security guards for the gth Armored
Division trains.™

In the series of hasty moves and re-
groupings that took place during the
month, the 149th was busy. Throughout
their offensive, the Germans jammed
the VIII Corps command net, but the
radio operators of the 149th were ex-
perienced and able to copy through the
jamming. Many lower-echelon units also
reported enemy jamming. The Germans
had captured a considerable amount of
American radio equipment in their ini-

™ History of the goth Signal Company. 330-SI1G—
o (27314) Hist goth Sig Co, 1944—45.

7 149th Armd Sig Co AAR, 1-31 Dec 44. 609-41.2
(12648), 149th Armd Sig Co AAR, Oct-Dec 44,
Jan-Feb 45.

161

tial thrust. Now they used it to confuse
the American operators and to interfere
with communications efficiency. First
Army countered by routing administra-
tive traffic through regular APO chan-
nels, leaving message centers free to ex-
pedite tactical combat traffic.”? The
messengers found the going rough. They
traveled 15,500 miles during the month,
often under fire. Their many attempts
to reach the division’s Combat Command
R (which was encircled at Bastogne)
failed—each time they were turned back.

From the beginning of the enemy
drive, German artillery and infantry fire
repeatedly destroyed wire communica-
tion facilities. One wire team of the
149th worked four days and nights with-
out rest, repairing and installing wire
lines. Once again radio relay saved the
day. When wire lines went out, radio re-
lay took over until the breaks could be
repaired.”

The columns of the 14%th Armored
Signal Company moving south from
Heerlerheide, Holland, toward St. Vith,
Belgium, with the #th Armored Division
fell under fierce German attacks on the
flanks on 17-18 December. In the re-
sulting confusion each isolated section
of the company made its own way. One
group under 1st Lt. Woodrow Combs
was cut off at Stavelot, where a quantity
of signal supplies was housed. Lieutenant
Combs commandeered all the available
tank destroyers and AAA weapons and
organized a defense against an approach-
ing German amored column. The stand
he and his men made stopped the
Germans long enough for the signal-

72 Ibid.
7 Ibid.
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IFF AnTENNa USED BY THE 217TH ANTIAIRCRAFT BATTALION NEAR BASTOGNE

men to remove their supplies from the
threatened depots.”™

At division headquarters, signal
company officers stood guard at division
roadblocks to warn of approaching
enemy armor. Signal company personnel
manned bazooka teams to defend a
roadblock at Hotton and formed a half-
track defense squad to establish a road-
block at Ortho.”™

The sturdy defense of St. Vith by
American forces denied the enemy that
important area during the first critical
days. Meanwhile, the '101st Airborne
Division moved up from reserve to the

"147th Armd Sig Co AAR, Dec 44. L-374, 7th
Armd Div 44, Misc.
™ Ibid,

vital road center of Bastogne. The 101st
Airborne Signal Company was alerted
to move to the Bastogne area on ‘17
December. A small advance detachment
of the signal company moved out at once
and started setting up communications
at the division command post. It was
soon joined by the rest of the signal
company, well ahead of the division, but
communications had to be devised
piecemeal as the tactical situation de-
veloped. Wire communication to VIII
Corps was established on 19 December.?

When it became apparent to the VIII
Corps headquarters that the 101st would

® 1015t Airborne Sig Co, 1o1st Airborne Div
AAR, Dec 44. Opns Rpt 5101-8IG-0.5 (22377)M,
Dec 44—10 May 45.
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soon be cut off from other American
forces, signal officers hastily assembled
a complete radio relay AN/TRC-3
installation in a truck and put a spare
terminal set in a trailer to be towed
behind the truck. They dispatched the
equipment with the hope that it would
arrive on time. Arrive it did, by the
narrowest of margins, for it was the last
vehicle to enter the town before the
German encirclement was complete on
22 December.” Unfortunately, the
trailer containing the spare terminal was
destroyed by gunfire, but throughout the
tense period that followed the radio relay
equipment provided, in addition to radio
net and wire lines, two radiotelephone
and one radioteletype channel between
division and corps. Capt. William ].
Johnson, commanding the signal com-
pany, called it “a necessity in the
situation, when we found ourselves sur-
rounded with no other possible ground
contact to higher headquarters, and later,
especially to the units making the
breakthrough.” 78

On that same day, 22 December,
Johnson and his men put all movable
signal equipment into the cellar of a
building. Message center, switchboards,
and radio stations all went into this
underground shelter and were operated
from that position during the siege. The
large, long-distance SCR-299’s, 399’s,
and 499’s in their bulky trailers or vans
were of course too big to be taken
underground. These and the radio relay
equipment remained outside. With wire
lines under constant heavy enemy ar-
tillery fire and aerial bombardment, wire

 Rumbough, “Radio Relay,” Military Review,
XXVI, No. 2, p. 11.

* 1015t Airborne Sig Co, 1o1st Airborne Diy,
AAR, Dec 44.
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teams of the 101st Signal Company were
out repairing breaks continuously.™

On 22 December the 101st Airborne
Division had withstood a violent attack
from the northeast, possibly the first re-
action of the enemy to the northward
move of General Patton’s Third Army.
After weeks of work under the most
trying weather and terrain conditions,
Patton’s signal officer, Colonel Ham-
mond, had just completed an elaborate
communications network and command
post system in St. Avold in preparation
for an offensive through the Palatinate
and a move of army headquarters. The
system had to be abandoned when
Third Army stormed north to Luxem-
bourg. In a matter of hours Colonel
Hammond had set up an entirely new
network under even worse handicaps,®®
though the initial expansion was made
easier since he could take over and ex-
pand some existing 12th Army Group
and PTT facilities.®* On 26 December
Patton succeeded in forcing a narrow
corridor through the German tanks
ringing Bastogne. It was only three
hundred yards wide, but it opened
the way to the American troops cut off
there and punctured the German bulge,
which began slowly to deflate under
combined British and American pres-
sure.®?

RCM in the Ardennes

Now came the first and only battle
test of Jackal, the high-powered airborne

™ (1) Ibid. (2) Rumbough, “Radio Relay,” Mili-
tary Review, XXVI, No. 2, p. 11,

% Allen, Lucky Forward, p. 169.

% TUSA AAR, 1, 169, and pt. 22, pp. 11-12.

% (1) SCAEF Rpt, pp. 77-8. (2) George S. Patton,
Jr., War As I Knew It (Boston: Houghton Mifflin
Co., 1947), chs. 4 and 5, passim.
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radio jammer AN /ART-3 developed by
the Signal Corps for the AAF. The First
and Third U.S. Armies had been re-
luctant to try Jackal jamming because
a portion of the frequency band used
by their tank radios overlapped into the
German band to be jammed. Earlier
tests in England had indicated
somewhat inconclusively that little or
no interference would be caused, since
American radio for armored forces was
FM while similar German sets and
Jackal were AM.® Now that nearly
the whole of the German Sixth Panzer
Army was in the Ardennes fighting, it
seemed a good opportunity to test Jackal.

Accordingly, beginning on 29 Decem-
ber and continuing through % January,
Eighth Air Force B—24’s, based in Eng-
land and bearing the Jackal jammers
blaring full blast, flew in relays
over the battle area, coinciding with a
Third Army counterthrust in the vicinity
of Bastogne. The first results seemed
inconclusive, but, according to later
reports from German prisoners, Jackal
effectively blanketed German armored
communications during these crucial
days. Nor were the American tankmen
inconvenienced or made voiceless by the
overlap in frequencies. The jammer
effectively filled the German AM receiv-
ers with a meaningless blare, while the
American FM sets heard nothing but
the voices of their operators.®

#ETOUSA Rpt, II, 237-38.

% (1) CSigO, Annual Rpt, FY 45, pp. 285, 257
(2) 12th AGp, Rpt of Opns, XI (Sig), 232.

This was the only employment of Jackal, for
after Ardenncs the remainder of the Sixth Panzer
Army was transferred to the Eastern Front, and
only a small amount of German armor remained
on the Western Front. Thus, there were no further
large-scale armored counterattacks by the enemy.
Ibid.
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The Closing Months of
the Campaign

The Ardennes offensive was a bitter
and bloody affair, but at best it served
the Germans only as a delaying action.
Although the losses in men and equip-
ment made it necessary to regroup units
and revise Allied plans, inevitably the
Allies moved forward into the German
homeland. The first phase of the spring
offensive was aimed at clearing the
German forces from the region west of
the Rhine, a goal accomplished in
January and February in a series of co-
ordinated moves all along the Allied
line. During the crossing of the Rhine
in March, the envelopment of the Ger-
man heartland in April, and the final,
devastating days before the surrender on
7 May, the communications tasks con-
fronting Signal Corps units continued to
be diverse, as they had been throughout
the campaign. A few examples serve to
illustrate the point.

Signal Corps Participation
in Technical Intelligence

As American troops drew near Ger-
many, intelligence groups were alert
to detect evidence of German progress
in communications development and
techniques. The Technical Industrial
Intelligence Committee, organized in
1944 by the Joint Chiefs of Staff, watched
for information on a German method
of producing titanium dioxide capacitors
in quantity for radio circuits, for Ger-
man versions of field wire stranding
machines, and for many other devices
and processes of interest to the American
Army. Teams of the Combined Intelli-
gence Objectives Subcommitte (CIOS),
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representing the Combined Chiefs of
Staff, sought information on infrared ap-
plications, remote control systems, new
vacuum tubes, and a host of other in-
telligence targets. In these high-level
technical intelligence activities the Sig-
nal Corps participated. As a matter of
fact a Signal Corps officer, Maj. Neal D.
Crane of the Technical Liaison Divi-
sion, Office of the Chief Signal Officer,
ETOUSA, had been named acting field
team leader for the first CIOS field
mission in the Paris area in October
1944. This first team of sixteen American
and British military and civilian scien-
tists represented the British Admiralty,
War Office, and Air Ministry, and the
U.S. Navy, Air Forces, Signal Corps, and
Office of Scientific Research and De-
velopment (OSRD). Major Crane’s re-
ports to SHAEF on his 1944 mission
helped establish the routines and ad-
ministrative procedures used in later
field missions.®®

By this time five teams of the Signal
Corps’ own Enemy Equipment Intelli-
gence Service were in the ETO. Their
over-all activities were controlled by the
Technical Liaison Division of the Office
of the Chief Signal Officer, ETOUSA,
but they were attached to the various
armies and army groups.®® The EEIS

% (1) ETOUSA Rpt, II, 175, 204-09. (2) Davis,
“Technical Intelligence and the Signal Corps,”
Signals, 111, No. 6 (July-August, 1949), 19ff. (3)
SCIA files, Tech Intel Missions (CIOS) and TIIC/
CIOS, Data Wanted, passim.

* (1) ETOUSA Rpt, 11, 175-76. (2) Capt Chester
A. Hall, Jr., Signal Corps Intelligence: A Brief
History, 1940-1948 (1949), SCTC Monograph, Camp
Gordon, Ga., passim, (g) Capt Robert W. Strunk,
The Signal Corps Enemy Equipment Intelligence
Service (1948), Sig Sch Monograph, passimn. The
8ig Sch Libr, Ft. Monmouth, copy also in SigC Hist
Sec file.
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teams were among the new types of
signal units to serve in World War IIL.
The first such team to operate in the
ETO had arrived on 21 November 1943
and had been assigned to 1st Army
Group.®™ The EEIS mission was several
sided. For example, the highly trained
technical experts of the teams were ex-
pected to cover the battle fronts, examin-
ing and analyzing captured enemy equip-
ment to gain information on enemy
developments and resources and on new
ideas that could be exploited for Allied
benefit or that could enable Allied
laboratories to develop effective coun-
terweapons and countertactics prompt-
ly.®® Toward this end the EEIS teams
studied and classified captured signal
equipment, sending items of special
interest to depots on the Continent,
from where they were shipped to the
Signal Corps laboratories in the zone of
interior for study.

Captured enemy equipment not only
produced tactical and technical intelli-
gence but also bolstered supply.®® Many
items could be used at once without re-
working. Others could be modified in
the special laboratory of the Technical
Liaison  Division, Signal Division,
ETOUSA. Captured equipment also
yielded quantities of spare parts and
accessories. Several U.S. armored divi-

% Ltr, Lt Col Herbert C. Taylor, CO EEIS Det
2 to C8igO, 2 Mar 44, sub: Rpt From SigC EEIS
Team in ETO. SCIA file, EEIS Det 2, ETO.

% (1) FM 11-35, Signal Corps Intelligence, 2
Sep 42. (2) Hall, SigC Intel: A Brief Hist, 1940—438.
(8) CSigO, Annual Rpt, FY 44, pp. 157-60.

® For example, the 84th Signal Company, 84th
Infantry Division, used large quantities of signal
material from captured cnemy signal dumps in
operations during April 1945. Of of the SigO Hq
84th Inf Div AAR, 1 May 45. L-670 84th Div Sig
(84) Apr-
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sions used captured German field wire,
switchboards, telephones, and associated
equipment to supplement their author-
ized wire allowances, enough of it to pro-
vide wire communication down to
company and platoon level. French units
captured German mine detectors in
quantity, and the EEIS teams won
French gratitude by demonstrating the
use of the equipment.*

In the closing months of the campaign
great caches of signal riches came to light
in Germany.?* So much valuabte
equipment was being shipped to the
United States that in December the
Signal Corps had established a special
Captured Equipment Section in the
Holabird Signal Depot in Baltimore,
Maryland, in order to receive, sort,
catalogue, and analyze the equipment
returned from Europe and the other
theaters and to speed the flow of items
to the laboratories for further study. In
the spring of 1945, EEIS teams attached
to FUSA discovered, for example, “two
car loads of commercial teletype and
and dial telephone equipment found in
the rail yard at Frankenburg, . . . two
cars loaded with airborne radio
equipment at Warburg railroad yard,
. . . forced labor camp where a large
quantity of electrical supplies were
found . . . signal dump at Giflitz, found
still  intact . . . railroad vyards at
Wildungen where large store of signal

% (1) Davis, “Technical Intelligence and the
Signal Corps,” Signals, III, No. 6, p. 22. (2) Hall,
SigC Intel: A Brief Hist, 194048, app. 1.

® (1) See Daily Jnl Entries, CSigO ETOUSA,
item 7, 14 Apr; items 6, 7, 22, 19 Apr; item g, 21
Apr; items 8, 13, 22 Apr; items 10, 11, 25 Apr; items
6, 7, 8, 5 May 45. SCIA file ETO Daily Jnl folder
1. (2) ltem 10, 8 May; items 12, 13, 9 May; items
7, 8, 14 May 45. SCIA file ETO Daily Jni folder 2.
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equipment found . . . radar-equipped
aircraft still intact at airfield. oz
It is impossible to estimate the total ton-
nage of enemy signal equipment put into
use by American armies, but it was large.

EEIS teams operated very close to the
front, sometimes ahead of it. Though
they posted signs or guards to protect
their, finds from the ubiquitous G.I.
souvenir hunters, troops of other
branches untrained in signal matters
often wrecked precious equipment in
their search for mementoes. By 1
December 1944 the EEIS teams had sent
back to the United States more than
five hundred “hot items,” so valuable
that they warranted laboratory study,
and had issued hundreds of technical
reports.®® Whenever the Signal Corps
laboratories discovered information of
value to the Navy or to the Air Forces,
it was sent to them at once.?

Sigcircus and Sigcircus Junior

As the war progressed to the borders
of Germany and beyond, the various
headquarters began planning for-
ward moves. By this time stable wire
lines in the rear areas could carry the
main communications load. Radio, how-
ever, would be needed for headquarters
use in Germany and during the post-
hostilities period, and COMZ signalmen
set about reorganizing the rear networks
and finding ways of augmenting forward
coverage. Rapid moves and unpredicta-
ble day-to-day location of armies

# (1) EEIS Det 10 Sig Sec, Weekly Det Hist, 1—
and 8-14 Apr 45. FUSA Basic Rcds EEIS folder,
SigC Hist Sec file. (2) SigC Tech Hist Rpt, 20 Oct
4328 Feb 45. p. 46.

S ETOUSA Rpt, II, 203, 204.

# CSig0, Annual Rpt, FY 45, p. 891.



Siccircus, SHOWING TRANSMITTERS AND ANTENNAS.  Artist’s conception of an in-
stallation, above. Below, Stgcircus unit in operation.
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made fixed station facilities impractical.
Completely mobile radio stations would
solve the problem, but earlier COMZ
pleas for Dukws in which to mount such
stations had been denied.®> Engineers
in the Communications Division, Office
of the Chief Signal Officer, ETOUSA,
took over an unfinished project originally
commissioned from a French firm by the
Luftwaffe during the German occupa-
tion. Under Signal Corps direction the
firm, using American-made transmitters
and radioteletypewriter equipment,
built five completely mobile radio sta-
tions. These were dubbed, according to
size, Sigcircus or Sigcircus, Junior.*

Sigcircus was completed in just three
months and delivered early in 1945,
when the Allies were closing the Colmar
pocket and making their first crossings
of the Rhine.®” Sigcircus filled a com-
munications need peculiar to the armed
forces of the United States: to keep in
constant touch with Washington as well
as to intercommunicate with headquar-
ters in the theater.

Sigcircus was a powerful, 6o-kilowatt
single sideband, multichannel, mobile
radio station, the only one of its kind
in the world. Completely self-sufficient,
its elements were packed into seventeen
huge, lumbering trailers, three of which
carried the diesel power units and fuel
supply. Sigcircus could do anything a
fixed station of comparable power could
do. Its radioteletypewriter channels pro-
vided simultaneous transmission and
reception of as many as goo,000 words
daily between the United States and

* MS Comment, Shearer, Jul 59.

% (1) ETOUSA Rpt, II, 47-49. (2) Lt. Col. Loyd
C. Sigmon, “Sigcircus,” Signals, III, No. 6 (July-
August, 1949), 27-28.

¥ Sigmon, “Sigcircus,” Signals, 111, No. 6, p. 28.
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Europe. In addition, Sigcircus was
equipped with all the paraphernalia of a
modern broadcasting station—including
a goo-watt transmitter for local broad-
casts, up-to-date broadcast studio and
control booths, facsimile equipment for
transmitting and receiving photographs,
and facilities for making recordings on
wire, film, and disc.?® It could also
broadcast entertainment programs for
troops. All these services Sigcircus could
perform simultaneously, without inter-
ference. Sigcircus possessed its own sig-
nal center, complete with a conference
room equipped with radioteletypewriter
for sending and receiving messages be-
tween Europe and the United States
simultaneously. There was also a crypto
room, completely equipped.®®

Once Sigcircus reached a destination,
the Signal Corps team that proudly
served this massive creation could set it
up and put it into operation with re-
markable speed. If commercial power
was available at the site, a turn of a
switch converted Sigcircus from diesel to

-commercial power operation. Within

twenty-four hours, the station was

ready.1%?

Sigcircus had four little brothers, each
of them known as Sigcircus Junior. They
were single-channel, radioteletypewriter
mobile stations, two of them 1.2-kilowatt,
two goo-watt in power. They traveled

* One of its applications was its use in the SHAEF
Public Relations Division broadcasting center in
the Hotel Scribe in Paris. See Ltr, Lt Col Walter
R. Brown, Com Br PRD SHAEF, to CSigO, nd,,
sub: Press Com SHAEF. Press Com SHAEF folder,
SigC Hist Sec file. s

® (1) Ibid. (2) ETOUSA Rpt, II, 48-49.

10 Actually the 24-hour time limit was conserva-
tive. In its very first operation under field con-
ditions at Frankfurt, Germany, the team assembled
the station in twelve hours and ten minutes. Sig-
mon, “Sigcircus,” Signals, 111, No. 6, p. 28.
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in six 2l4-ton trucks, which also carried
the crews of two officers and 19 enlisted
specialists from the g104th Signal Service
Battalion. Like their big brother,
Sigcircus Juniors moved about from site
to site very easily, and were ready for
operation within twenty-four hours after
arriving at a new location. They could
transmit or receive 50,000 words daily.
At Headquarters, ADSEC, and Head-
quarters, CONAD, Sigcircus Junior sta-
tions served well. They provided the
principal communications, other than
wire lines, back to Paris throughout
various moves in France and Germany.'™

Wire Spans Across the Rhine

Advancing wire communications into
Germany meant putting wire spans, both
heavy-duty submarine cable and open
wire, across the Rhine River. Since the
Rhine was wide and deep and had a
swift current, this was no easy task.

On 7 March FUSA units had seized
the Ludendorft bridge over the Rhine
at Remagen, exploiting a ‘‘rare and fleet-
ing opportunity” that promised to influ-
ence the whole future course of the war.
The bridge was the only one the
Germans were unable to destroy on the
entire length of the river. The Allied
high command rushed FUSA troop units
across the bridge, hoping to build a
striking force before the German Air
Force could knock out the bridge.1*
Establishment of wire communications
across the river at once became a matter
of urgent necessity.

The assignment to bridge the Rhine
with submarine cable fell to the men

1 ETOUSA Rpt, II, 48-4q.
92 SCAEF Rpt, p. 91.
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of Company A, g2d Signal Construction
Battalion, on 10 March. The 32d, along
with the g5th Signal Construction Bat-
talion, had already been singled out for
praise by FUSA’s signal officer, Colonel
Williams, for the construction and
maintenance of the vast wire network
required by FUSA in its push across
France.!® The first phase of the bridg-
ing job was to prepare the heavy cable
on reels. Arriving at the bridge the next
day in the bustle and heavy traffic, the
wire crew found only two boats in the
vicinity, both being used on ferry duty.
Since neither could be released for wire
laying, the signalmen tied a 104-copper-
weld wire to one of the boats, paying the
pull wire off the reel on shore by hand as
the ferry crossed the river. On the op-
posite bank a K—43 winch took up the
wire. Thus they pulled the 10-pair cable
and a messenger strand across the river.
The work of getting the cable across
went on under a rain of antiaircraft artil-
lery fire directed against persistent Ger-
man air attacks on the Remagen bridge.
By midnight the installation was com-
pleted, the terminals spliced in and
tested. Following the successful lay-
ing of this link, five similar submarine
cables were laid across the Rhine with-
in the First Army’s boundaries from
Bonn to Andernach.%*

w8 Williams called the work of the two battalions
“most outstanding.” Ltr, Williams, 8igO FUSA, to
CSigO ETOUSA, 6 Jan 45, sub: Rpt of Outstanding
Achievements of SigC for Theater Historian. Basic
FUSA Rcds folder 16, SigC Hist Sec file.

1 (1) Incl 1, Rhine River Crossing, with Ltr, Lt
Col Robert E. Conrath, ComO Hq FUSA Sig Sv,
to SigO FUSA, 13 Mar 45, sub: Wkly Rpt of Wire
Activities, FUSA Basic Reds folder 14. (2) Ltr, Capt
Joseph A. Beaurcgard, Hq g2d Sig Const Bn, to
Sig0 FUSA, 10 Apr 45, sub: Major Incident for
Month of Mar 45. FUSA Basic Reds g2d Sig Const
Bn folder 46. Both in SigC Hist Sec file.
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Burvying SeiraL-Four NEarR THE RHINE WiTH A CABLE Prow

The g6th Signal Heavy Construction
Battalion used much the same methods
in laying a 1,600-foot open wire span
across the Rhine between Urmitz and
Engers in April, using four assault boats
lashed together to pull the wire across
after a barrage balloon employed in the
manner of a fishing line had failed. The
men used uncut timber found in a saw-
mill for poles and devised dead end
and suspension fixtures from power
insulators and clamps taken from a
German trolley line. They completed
this open wire span, one of the longest
in the world, in eleven days. The men
of the battalion christened it the Harry

C. Ingles Span in honor of the Chief
Signal Officer.1%5

Climax in Europe

For the Signal Corps troops, the final
weeks of the ETO campaign resembled
the fast-moving events of the early
summer of 1944. But the scent of victory
was in the air; the faster the pace the
better. During the rapid pursuit that
followed the breakout of FUSA units

% (3) Hqg ETOUSA OCSigO, Current Info Ltr

(Jun 45), pp. 16-17. (2) Press Release, The Harry
C. Ingles Wire Span Across the Rhine. Com folder,
Hist P-4, Tab B, Both in SigC Hist Sec file.



THE ETO: TO V-E DAY-II

from the Remagen bridgehead, VII
Corps was spread over a 194-mile front.
Wire lines that the 1st Signal Company
laid for the 1st Infantry Division became
so long that radio once more came into
wide use.1%¢

By early April the Third Army had
passed Frankfurt and Hersfeld and had
been diverted to attack from the vicinity
of Erlangen, some 140 miles away.
Because of the change in direction, the
TUSA signalmen had to install an en-
tirely new network and at the same time
maintain the installation at Hersfeld
until the First Army took over.’° After
the gd Armored Division, closing in from
the south, and the 2d Armored Division,
from the north, opened a way through
the Ruhr Valley in April, the 1st Divi-
sion mopped up and held the territory
passed over by TUSA. Armor and infan-
try, and the signal troops with them,
sped along the smooth 4-lane highways
into the heart of Germany.

To the rear Signal Corps men were
strung out in detachments of varying
size all the way back to Normandy,
operating the communications systems of
France, Belgium, and Germany. The
3188th Signal Service Battalion serves
as an example. The battalion had sur-
vived the sinking of its troopship, H.M.S.
Empire Javelin, in the English Channel
on 28 December 1944. On the Continent,
the men went to work on switchboard,
teletypewriter, and repair and mainte-
nance teams and detachments scattered
throughout the theater. At one period
teams of the 3188th were serving in seven

st Sig Co AAR, Jan-May 45. Opns Rpts
51G-0.3 (4873). (2) Combat Opns Data, First Army
in Europe, 1944—45. OCMH files.

" Hammond, “Signals for Patton,” Signals, II,
No. 1, pp. 5ff.
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different sections of COMZ. Near the
end of the war there were teams of the
4188th Battalion in four countries—
France, Belgium, Germany, and
Italy.108

Other signal units in many locations
worked at the endless variety of signal
tasks. The g26th Signal Battalion (Sepa-
rate) linked air headquarters and highter
control stations with airfields as much
as two hundred miles apart. The bat-
talion’s construction companies provided
the wire links from fighter control to
advance radar units, pressing cooks,
clerks, supply men, and motor mechanics
into service as linemen because they had
too few specialists to do the job alone.
Another Signal Corps air unit, the 555th
Signal Aircraft Warning Battalion, oper-
ated communications lines that con-
trolled some g,500 aircraft missions.
Maintenance men of a ground unit, the
143d Armored Signal Company, per-
formed 10,000 repair jobs on more than
1,700 radio sets in less than a year, often
almost in sight of the enemy, during
the drive of the 3d Armored Division
across Europe. For six weeks at Stolberg,
Germany, nightly shelling forced the re-
pair crews to work in dugouts.!®

On 25 April the Allied armies cut
Germany in two when the Soviet Army
from the east and the 6gth Division of
FUSA met in the Torgau area on
the Elbe, a highlight of the war re-
corded by a photographer of the 165th
Signal Photographic Company.!’® By 4

18 ¢188th Sig Sv Bn History, 1045. SGBN-3188-
0.1 (7906).

% Signal Activities, IX TAC, SigC Tech Info Ltr
43 (Jun 45) p. 8, and Trouble-shooting on the
Fly, Sig C Tech Info Ltr 44 (Jul 45), p. 11. SigC
Hist Sec file.

10 FUSA, Rpt of Opns, 23 Feb 34-8 May 45, bk.
III, an. 8, p. 222.
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May Germany was cut off from Holland,
Schleswig-Holstein, and Denmark to
the northeast. On every side fleeing
Germans surrendered by the thousands.
On 5 May it was conceded that the
principal objectives had been won in
every sector of the European battle-
field. At midnight 8—9 May the uncon-
ditional surrender of the German forces
became official. Fighting ceased. But
not so the work of the Signal Corps
men. Teams with the Third Army at
Regensburg went immediately to Mun-
ich to install a command post there.
Insistent demands poured in for the per-
fection of the temporary networks laid
during combat.!

Throughout the theater Signal Corps
communications circuits had been car-
rying peak loads and expanding as the
armies spread over greater areas. Vol-
ume continued to rise from September
1944 to the end of the fighting. Mes-
sage traffic at the headquarters of the
12th Army Group increased from
523,755 teletypewriter groups, 136,566
radio groups, 338,721 cipher groups, 679
motor messenger deliveries, and 176 air
courier deliveries for the week of 23
September to peaks of 2,813,026 tele-
typewriter groups for the week of 14
April; 344,593 radio groups for the week
of 28 April; 739,390 cipher groups for
the week of 21 April. The peak of
164,686 telephone calls came in the
week of 7 April. Motor messengers car-
ried their largest volume, 7,948 mes-
sages, during the week of 10 February.
The heaviest air deliveries, 698, were
made during the week of 12 May. Sig-
nal Corps photographers with the 12th

(1) SCAEF Rpt, pp. 112-20. (2) Hammond,
“Signals for Patton,” Signals, II, No. 1, pp. 5ff.
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Army Group took 67,305 still pictures
and exposed 1,121,467 feet of motion
picture film between 1 December 1944
and the middle of June 1945, exclu-
sive of pictures taken for technical and
tactical purposes and processed in field
laboratories.!*?

Message traffic was heavy also at all
army headquarters in the ETO. Traf-
fic volume reflected the tactical situa-
tion at any given time. Late in January
1945 the Third Army recorded the high-
est weekly volume: 898,054 teletype-
writer groups, 47,154 radio groups,
250,068 cipher groups, an estimated
106,400 telephone calls, and 41,574 mo-
tor messenger deliveries. About a month
later FUSA headquarters held the rec-
ord with 1,054,486 teletypewriter
groups, 74,378 radio groups, 357,471
cipher groups, about 104,300 telephone
calls, 28,107 motor messenger deliver-
ies, and 3,768 air messenger deliveries
of registered matter alone. Within an-
other month Third Army was again in
the lead, but for the following few
weeks Ninth Army’s traffic topped the
list, rising during the week of 14 April
to 1,147,637 teletypewriter groups,
157,760 radio groups, 301,900 cipher
groups, approximately 85,000 telephone
calls, 32,940 motor messenger deliveries,
and 877 air deliveries.1!?

During the eleven months of opera-
tions in the ETO, Signal Corps soldiers
had laid over goo,000 miles of field wire,
105,000 miles during the last month be-
fore the surrender. Some 650,000 miles
of wire and 35,000 miles of cable went
into the more stable systems. Since the
landings in Normandy, the Third Army

2 32th AGp, Rpt of Opns, an. M, Traffic Load

Data, XI (Sig), 259-66.
1 Ihid.
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alone had covered 81,500 square miles
of territory with communications cir-
cuits; 32,763 square miles during the
last campaign.t*

The transfer of headquarters offices
from the Paris-Versailles area to Frank-
furt before adequate circuits had been
established into Frankfurt placed a con-
siderable strain on the existing systems,
especially on the few telephone circuits
to Paris. With the beginning of the
occupation period emphasis shifted to
the provision of a system of fixed ra-
dio installations for the entire theater
in which Frankfurt-am-Main would be
the key terminal. By mid-July teletype-
writer circuits connected Frankfurt with
Bremen, Berlin, Paris, Italy, and, of
course, Washington. Soon Austria would
be linked into the network. Units were
being converted from tactical to occupa-
tional status. Although some carried
well-known designations, they were in
reality new units, made up entirely of
new men who had replaced those with
enough points to go home. As they de-
ployed widely throughout the area of
occupation, they required additional ex-
tensions of communications circuits.

11t Col. Brenton G. Wallace, Patton acnd His Third

Army (Harrisburg, Pa.: Military Service Publishing
Company, 1946).
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The cessation of fighting meant no ces-
sation of work for the Signal Corps men
who remained in Europe, not even in
the interim until they were deployed
to the Pacific.1t®

The problems of a signal battalion
commander in this period are reflected
in the unit journal of the $188th Sig-
nal Service Battalion. On § May he
wrote:

Mussolini dead, Hitler dead, Goebbels a
suicide, the link-up of Allied forces on the
Western Front with Russian forces on the
Eastern Front completed at many points,
the Germans in Italy surrendered. It is,
however, no holiday for this headquarters.
Training schedules continue, communica-
tions duty continues and will increase as
the new staging area expands for rede-
velopment operations and teams of other
units filter in to replace our high-point
men. . . . This headquarters struggles with
stacks of paper work. . . . Reports are the
biggest headaches. In the great hours of
victory we are busy swabbing up other
peoples’ messes that accumulated in the
past. We work here. Our own little tri-
umph will come when we can get ahead
of the job long enough to celebrate the
triumph of the fellows who are much
closer to the enemy than we are at this
time.118

1 ETOUSA Rpt, II, passim.
1% 9188th Sig Sv Bn, Unit Jnl, 1945. SGBN-3188-

0.7 (2818g), 1945.



The Signal Corps in the CBI

In the Orient the struggle with the
Japanese sprawled over an immense
and varied expanse of the globe, over
continental land masses and ocean is-
lands, from the eastern Pacific to India.
This military scene contrasted sharply
with the relatively compact homogene-
ous theaters of war in the west against
Germany.

In the two halves of the globe signal
officers and their Signal Corps troop
units served within a similar organiza-
tional framework. The circumstances
and problems, however, differed. The
circumstances that characterized the
west—in signal matters the massive sup-
ply of equipment, specialists, and com-
munications services for large armies in
relatively small land areas—were sel-
dom approached in the eastern arenas
of war. Instead, the theaters in the east
received relatively small forces and
little equipment, all widely dispersed.
The diverse headquarters contended
with problems of water and air move-
ments over enormous distances, meas-
ured in the thousands of miles rather
than in the hundreds. Co-operation and
co-ordination with naval and air com-
mands figured even larger here than
they did in the west. There were times
when Signal Corps men operated their
circuits for the Army from stations
afloat, or ashore jointly with naval com-
municators., Far more often than not

they operated in regions where there
had existed previously no communica-
tions facilities, This circumstance dif-
fered distinctly from operations in Eu-
rope, where the Signal Corps regularly
rehabilitated and then heavily used
facilities that had long served the Eu-
ropean nations. In most areas of the
east, from Ledo to Nouméa, from Gua-
dalcanal to Okinawa, signal units had
to bring everything with them, all the
radio and wire the Army required for
both headquarters and field use. Signal
Corps men also had to construct the
buildings for the facilities, from the
ground up—for example, at every base
in the jungles of New Guinea and along
the wilderness roadway over the Him-
alayan “Hump” between India and
China.!

Of the theaters of war in the east,
the most remote and diverse was China,
Burma, India—the CBI. In fact, it was
scarcely thought of as a theater at the
beginning of the war. The War Depart-
ment had approved the American
Military Mission to China in mid-1941,
particularly to handle lend-lease arrange-
ments with that country. Brig. Gen.

1 (1) Alvin P. Stauffer, The Quartermaster Corps:
Operations in the War Against Japan, UNITED
STATES ARMY IN WORLD WAR II (Washing-
ton, 1956), p. g6. (2) Maj Mandel N. Goldstein, A
Type Theater Signal Office (Pacific), 23 Nov 48,
Sig Sch Monograph, p. 1. The Sig Sch Libr, Ft.
Monmouth.
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John Magruder arrived in Chungking
in October to head the mission. Two
months later the plunge by the United
States into the war necessitated a China
Theater and an Army task force (al-
ready volunteers under Brig. Gen.
Claire L. Chennault had been providing
aviation assistance there) . Early in 1942
the Japanese invasion of Burma drew
Allied forces into that land—the Burma
Corps led by British Lt. Gen. William
J- Slim, and the Chinese Expeditionary
Army under Lt. Gen. Joseph W. Stil-
well. Meanwhile, to support American
air and service troops in India, the War
Department established a Services of
Supply at Karachi under Brig. Gen.
Raymond A. Wheeler. Not until after
the fall of Burma in May 1942 did Stil-
well consolidate a reasonably recogniz-
able U.S. theater of operations in CBI.2

Signal Corps officers and men, not-
ably elements of the 8gsth Signal Serv-
ice Company (later, a battalion), from
the very start served both Stilwell and
Wheeler, the installations of the Tenth
Air Force, and other Army troops that
supported Allied operations widely dis-
persed across the CBIL.?

CBI Signal Officers and Thetr
Problems

The first signal officer to arrive in
China was Lt. Col. Joseph E. Heinrich,

2 Charles F. Romanus and Riley Sunderland, $&!-
well’s Mission to China, UNITED STATES ARMY
IN WORLD WAR II (Washington, 1953), p. 387.
This volume and its two successors, by the same
authors: Stilwell’s Command Problems (Washing-
ton, 1935), and Time Runs Out in CBI (Wash-
ington, 1959), are basic to an understanding of
the CBI and its involved organizational relation-
ships.

son, Harris, et al.,, The Test,

e Thomp PP-
B!
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who reached Chungking with the Amer-
ican Military Mission under General
Magruder some weeks before Pearl
Harbor. Stilwell’s party, arriving in
March 1942, included Col. George L.
Townsend, signal officer on Stilwell’s
staff. When Stilwell took command of
the Chinese forces in Burma, Townsend
served as the acting signal officer of the
China Theater while Heinrich re-
mained in the Chungking message cen-
ter. Among the few American soldiers
who shared with General Stilwell and
his staff the bitter defeat in Burma were
men of Team I of the 835th Signal
Service Company who provided a dif-
ficult and tenuous, but vital, radio link
with India and China.*

Later in 1942, as General Stilwell
sought to train and equip the Chinese
and as the Army Air Forces built up
an airlift (replacing the severed ground
route between China and India), Colo-
nel Townsend left the theater. Col.
Samuel S. Lamb, signal officer of the
Tenth Air Force, became the acting
signal officer on the CBI staff in the rear
echelon headquarters in New Delhi, In-
dia. During these and many more
months to come, until American pro-
duction and Allied shipping improved
and until priority demands in other
more crucial areas of the global war
relaxed, CBI signal officers and troops
fared austerely in their operations and

* (1) Ibid., p. 115. (2) Intervs, SigC Hist Sec, with
Capt Jerome R. Matherne, 4 Mar 44, and with
Capt Harold E. Welsh, 8 Nov 44. SigC Hist Sec
files. “This handful of radiomen and [Maj. Gen.
Lewis H.] Brereton’s few B-17's were the only
American reinforcements to reach China, Burma,
and India in time to play any part whatever in the
lost campaign.” Romanus and Sunderland, Stilwell’s
Mission to China, pp. 137-88.
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support of the Allied effort in the CBL®

Signal Corps support of the Army Air
Forces figured especially large, as did
assistance given to the training of Chi-
nese troops toward the day when often-
sivé action against the Japanese in
Burma might be renewed. Signal Corps
troops, serving in small detachments
from Karachi on the western edge of
the theater to Chungking on the east-
ern edge, built and operated communi-
cations facilities for ACAN and for
Army Air Forces operations, which,
during the two years the enemy sat
astride the Burma Road, provided the
vital Hump lifeline to China—the air-
lift over the mountains between Assam,
India, and Yunnan, China.®

% Intervs, SigC Hist Sec with Brig Gen Henry
L. P. King, 5 Sep 44, and with Brig Gen Paul L.
Neal, 6 Aug 57. SigC Hist Sec files.

®Donald O. Wagner, Army Command and Ad-
ministrative Network, 1941—45, pt. II, China-Burma-
India, SigC Hist Monograph E-6, pp. p7ff. SigC
Hist Sec file.

A report that Col. Francis H. Lanahan, Jr., Plan-
ning Director in the Office of the Chief Signal
Officer, prepared on 10 March 1943 for the Chief
Signal Officer shows the preponderance of Signal
Corps units serving the Army Air Forces. Memo,
Lanahan for CSigO, 10 Mar 43, sub: Rpt on SigC
Activities, China, Burma, and India. 8igC OT g70.2
Rpts CBI, Tab. g. In this report, Lanahan listed
the units “now in, or under movement orders for,
the China, Burma, and India Theater,” as follows:

Sos Air Forces

835th Sig Sv Bn 1oth Com Squadron
2d “A” Platoon Sig 1096th Sig Co Sv Gp
Photomail Co 1043d Sig Co Sv Gp
Sig Det (Depot) 1083d Sig Co Sv Gp
1086th Sig Co Sv Gp
675th Sig AW Report-
ing Co
679th Sig AW Report-
ing Co
g1oth Sig Co, Depot,
Avn
g55th Sig RI Co
402d Sig Co, Avn
430th  Sig Co,
Heavy Const

Avn,
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From the days early in 1942, when
Signal Corps soldiers intended for Java
found themselves, upon the fall of that
island, destined to sail onward to India,
until late 1943, Signal Corps men serv-
ing in the CBI theater continued to
struggle with chronic communications
exigencies and shortages.” Those who
worked for the relatively big ACAN
stations at Karachi and at theater head-
quarters in New Delhi were somewhat
better provided for, as were also those
serving some of the Air Forces activi-
ties such as the Hump airlift. But for
many others—those serving with the
Chinese and the teams that put in lonely
months at remote AWS jungle sites in
Assam and in northern Burma—the
story was different.®

Among the latter were small teams
serving as aircraft observers who radioed
out their sightings of enemy planes
amid most primitive wilderness envi-
ronments. Their neighbors were some-
times head-hunters. Experiences with the
tribesmen were often weird and occa-
sionally hair raising. Such was an inci-
dent that befell members of a Signal
Corps EEIS team who penetrated deep
into the Naga Hills on the India-Burma
border seeking the electronic equip-
ment of a wrecked Japanese airplane.
Spending a night near a Naga village,
they found that the natives had placed
a guard over them. Late in the night

" Principally a detachment of the g2d Signal
Battalion: 4 officers and 116 men.

(1) Memo, Maj Lamar D. Gaston for Rcd, 21
Jul 42. SigC OT 200.3 Pers ASF CBI, Tab O. (2)
Thompson, Harris, et al., The Test,

8 (1) Intervs, SigC Hist Sec with T/4 Jobn J.
Wildman, 24 Nov 44, and with Sgt John. E. Duffy,
16 Nov 44. SigC Hist Sec file. (2) History of North-
ern Combat Area Command, CBI and IB, 1948-45,
I, 10. OCMH files.
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awesome torch rites were performed
close by, which the uncomprehending
Americans feared were hostile. Not till
morning did they learn that the guard
and the ceremonies were intended to
defend them from evil spirits.®

The Naga tribesmen prized not
money but salt, and took it as pay for
their occasional services to the Ameri-
cans. Their chieftains hankered for red
blankets, which Capt. John G. Haury
of the 679th Signal Aircraft Warning
Company judiciously gave out to win
native allegiance. None of Haury's
teams ever suffered violence at the hands
of the natives, but at times they were
worried, as evidenced by the following
radio message Haury once received
from one of his spotter groups: “Haury
from Cranmer. Party Nagas went seven
miles from here. Wiped out village of
two hundred and fifty. Passed through
with thirty heads. Have photos verify-
ing this. Would like hand grenades.
May need them,” ¥

The lack of equipment, of the sup-
plies that were badly needed, harrowed
the spirits of many Signal Corps men,
while other items that were not needed

® (1) Signal Corps History, CBI, Mar-Oct 44, pp-
48ff., and chart of air warning sites. This history,
in the Signal Corps History Section file, is in two
bindings. The first contains the CBI account for
April 1942 to March 1944, and for October 1944
to January 1945 (actually the India-Burina Theater
then). The second contains the account for March
1944 to October 1944. Hereafter cited as SigC
Hist, CBI, or IB, with dates. (2) Observations of
Operational Forces in India-Burma, pp. 1g-21. 8igC
413.44 (R—400) India, Intel Br, OCSigO. (3) Interv,
SigC Hist Sec with Lt Col Robert E. Meeds, EEIS
Team CBI, 10 May 45, pp. 7f. SigC Hist Sec file.

o (1) Personal papers of Brig Gen Walter B.
Larew (Ret.), (2) Interv, SigC Hist Sec with Larew,
16 Oct 57. Larew had served the Tenth Air Force
as the signhal officer of the ggzoth Air Defense
Wing (Provisional) from December 1943 to Oc-
tober 1944.
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might abound. “The soldier starts out
young and full of hope,” said a sergeant
of the 835th Signal Service Battalion
describing the CBI trooper. ‘“Then he
does not get equipment. At first, he
thinks he will make up for the lack
of material by putting in more effort.
After a while he finds out that equip-
ment just is not coming and that effort
is not enough. He feels forgotten and
discouraged.” He added, “We got very
little information, instruction books or
the like. When we did get something,
it was seven or eight months old.” In
the early days of the war, communica-
tions equipment, if it arrived at all, ar-
rived in poor shape. “It almost broke
our hearts to get a set in China and
find two or three tubes out,” CBI Sig-
nal Corps veterans recalled later. “We
might just as well not get any set.” 1t

There were other supply problems,
summed up by a CBI signalman who
said, “You have to revise your thinking
about signal supplies when you are fight-
ing in a part of the world where
everything that doesn’t rust quickly wiil
corrode or rot away even faster, where
batteries have less than half the normal
expectancy, and insects do everything but
march away with your poles bodily.” 12

Amid these harassments the Signal
Corps men first on the CBI scene did
as well as they could with what they had.
In India they supplemented their mea-
ger supplies with odds and ends of Brit-
ish equipment. Everywhere they used
whatever salvaged parts they could ob-

* Interv, SigC Hist Sec with Sgts Duffy and Lester
Mansfield, 16 Nov 44, pp. 8, 11.

¥ Incl, Jungle Hazards of the Signal Corps, with
ASF Transmittal Sheet, Comment 1, Maj Milton
B. Herr to Chief Intel Br OCSigO, 4 May 45. SigC
000.7 Articles for Publication, vol. 2, Jan-Jun 45.
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tain. Wire circuits were simple, often
primitive, and radios, even ancient types,
were few. The theater signal officer from
mid-1943 to mid-1944, Brig. Gen. Henry
L. P. King, stated that during the early
months of the war “little more was pro-
vided than the minimum needed to
support the activities of the Army Air
Forces.” General Stilwell recognized the
Signal Corps plight, and he in fact took
upon himself some of the onus for CBI
communication inadequacies during the
early months of the war, subsequently
admitting that communications had
been “handled very poorly, principally
due to my own ignorance.” 3

A Signal Corps footnote to the Allied
defeat in Burma in 1942 was put on rec-
ord two years later: “It now seems
apparent that the unsuccessful Anglo-
Chinese defense of Burma in April and
May 1942 can be attributed, in part, to
a shortage of signal communication
equipment and an inadequate co-ordina-
tion of the communication facilities
which were available.” 14

By mid-1g43 conditions in the theater
were at last improving as General King
arrived from Washington in June to be-
come the CBI chief signal officer, bring-
ing with him Col. Paul L. Neal who
would become the SOS signal officer
under Wheeler.1®

By July 1943 the number of Signal
Corps troops in the CBI had increased

# (1) SigC Hist, CBI, Apr 42-Mar 44, p. 1. (2)
Proceedings of Bd To Investigate Com, Tab B
(Stilwell), cited above, p. 3, n. 2.

“8igC Tech Info Lir go (May 44), p. 30.

®Interv, SigC Hist Div with Neal, 6 Aug 57.
Flying in the same plane with King and Neal were
Col. Edwin R. Petzing, designated signal officer
of the Tenth Air Force (replacing Colonel Lamb),
Lt. Col. Frank W. Bullock, King’s supply officer,

and Lt. Col. Paul A. Feyereisen, King’'s executive
officer,
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to several thousand. The majority of
them, about 120 officers and 1,700 en-
listed men, supported the major Ameri-
can effort there, the Army Air Forces.
The remainder, under the theater chief
signal officer’s supervision, included the
955th Radio Intelligence Company,'® a
few V-mail personnel, and of course the
835th Signal Service Battalion, whose
men operated in detachments scattered
at key points in both China and India.
General King would soon have many
more troops.!” By 3o June 1944 Signal
Corps troops in CBI would number
about 8oo officers and warrant officers
and nearly 13,000 enlisted men.

In consequence of plans drawn up by
the CBI subsection of the Plans and
Operations Division of the Office of the
Chief Signal Officer in Washington, the
CBI Signal Section in New Delhi in 1943
expanded to 56 officers, 4 warrant officers,
and 196 enlisted men. The SOS head-
quarters Signal Section numbered nearly
as many—35 and 184 officers and men,
respectively. Entire new units soon ap-
peared. Two signal operation companies,
the g88th and gg93d, were activated in
mid-1943 to meet the needs of the
Chinese forces who were readying to
retake Burma. In October 1943, the
219th Signal Depot Company and
the 181st Signal Repair Company ar-
rived and received assignments in signal
depots. In December the g6th Signal
Battalion and half of the g1st Signal Con-
struction Battalion reached the theater,
the former to work on pole line con-

By the autumn of 1943 the g55th R1 Com-
pany and a detachment of the 2d Signal Service
Battalion, under the Signal Intelligence Service
(SIS), were having considerable success in radio
intelligence work in the Burma area. SigC Hist,

CBI, Apr 42-Mar 44, pp. 22ff.
78igC Hist, CBI, Mar-Oct 44, p. 3.
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struction along the Stilwell Road,
the latter to build lines in India
from Calcutta to Kharagpur and along
the route to Assam. Not all the remaining
half of the g1st arrived. Their transport,
HMS Rohna, was sunk by enemy action
in the eastern Mediterranean.!®

There were still shortages of course—
for example, the universal lack of spare
parts and of maintenance facilities, as
Colonel Heinrich, now signal officer
of the Y-Force (Yunnan divisions,
Chinese) lamented in December 1943.
That same month, Colonel Neal urged
that he, as the SOS signal officer, be
enabled (despite War Department
strictures) to stockpile pole line material
and switchboards to meet needs presently
unspecified but certain to arise. He cited
needs for cable types, of which there
were no supplies at all in India. And
he added that nowhere in the country
was a single set of cable splicer’s
equipment to be found. The following
year, in September 1944, General King’s
successor as the Chief Signal Officer,
CBI, Brig. Gen. William O. Reeder, ex-
plained: “We will work up a project
for a ‘stockpile’ without using the word
and make it modest enough to be de-
fensible.” *®

® (1) SigC History, CBI, Apr 42-Mar 44, p- 2.
(2) Wagner, ACAN, 1941-45, pt. II, pp. 66-67. (3)
Rpt, King to CG USAFCBI, 16 Dec 43, sub: Bi-
monthly Rpt of Sig SigC Corps Activities. 5igC 307
OD =221 King Rpts.

% (1) Comments of Col Heinrich, SigO Y-Force,
1 Dec 43, and Comments of Col Neal to Lt Col
Cox, 26 Dec 48. SigC OT g7o.2 Rpts CBI, Tab 3.
(2) Ltr, Gen Reeder to Brig Gen Frank C. Meade,
24 Sep 44. SigC OT g70.2 Rpts CBI, Tab 22. In a
subsequent letter to General Ingles, 12 February
1945, page 2, same file, Reeder wrote: “We have
carefully prepared and disguised stockpile project
known at TIG—go for theater reserve.”

For some aspects of theater stockpiling, see Memo,
Col Carter B. Magruder for Brig Gen John Elliott
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But already, before the end of 1943,
as Allied combat troops and the road
builders of the Engineer Corps drove
eastward from Ledo over the Naga Hills
of the Indian border and down into the
narrow valleys of northern Burma, troop
and supply activities were definitely
mounting and so were the enabling com-
munications—both wire and radio.

Radio in fact preceded the wire. Along
the Stilwell Road, for example,
as bulldozers first broke the track into
Burma in 1943, Signal Corps men at a
75-watt radio station in Ledo main-
tained communications with mobile
radios at the advancing roadhead. By
the time the workers pushed the track
to Shingbwiyang in northern Burma, one
hundred miles across the mountains from
Ledo, the Signal Corps had six stations
operating in the net, which primarily
supported the road construction. Traffic
over these radio channels alone reached
25,000 messages a week before wire
service took over. By the spring of 1944,
as signal troops erected the pole line
along this stretch of the Stilwell Road,
the radio net began to revert to a stand-
by status in case the wire lines went
dead. Radio continued to be needed,
however, for initial communications
along the advance sections of the road
as it penetrated deeper into Burma,
until wire lines could catch up. By
August 1944 there were twelve stations

Wood, g1 Mar 44, sub: Rpt on Sig Deficiencies in
CBI. SigC OT g70.2 Rpts CBI, Tab 21, Magruder
admitted that, because of the lack of stockpiles,
signal supplies for such high priority projects as
the B-2g9 bombing of Japan did not arrive in the
theater until after the target date of the projected
operations. See also Memo, Dr. Maurice E. Strieby,
Expert Consultant, for Dr. Bowles, 28 Apr 44, sub:
Results of Theater Survey Trip. SigC EO gjo.2
Theaters of Opns, 1943—44.
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in two nets serving the road. As the
route reached China, the last radio
stations the Signal Corps was to erect
in this network opened at Wanting, on
the China border, on 21 February 1945,
and at Kunming on 5 March 1945.%

In addition to these local radio
services, the Signal Corps was making
progress in Army’s long-range radio com-
munications spanning the CBI. On 27
December 1943, for example, General
King answered an inquiry from the
Office of the Chief Signal Officer regard-
ing the radio and radio circuits in use
in CBI administrative nets. The radio
sites at that time numbered 22, scattered
over the 3,500 miles from Karachi, India,
to Kweilin, China. Although many
stations employed but one radio set
maintaining manual hand-keyed circuits,
the New Delhi station at the theater
headquarters enjoyed no fewer than 10
transmitters including a Press Wireless
radioteletype of 15 kilowatts and another
transmitter of 10 kilowatts, a BC-340,
that provided a high-speed Boehme
circuit.?

The year 1944 would bring tre-
mendous progress, as rapidly as the
equipment could be obtained, toward
faster, larger communications capacity
with the increasing application of radio-
teletype and on-line automatic cipher
sets.

General King, a fighter of wuphill
battles since the hectic days early in 1942
when, as chief of the Personnel Divi-

*Rpt, Maj Gen Lewis A. Pick, CG Hq ADSEC
USFIBT, to Lt Gen Raymond A, Wheeler, CG
USFIBT, Report on the Stilwell Road Overland
Line of Communications India-Burma and China
Theaters, 9 Aug 45, pp. 6of. OCMH files.

# Ltr, King to CS8igO, 27 Dec 43, sub: Radio
Transmitting Equipment, CBI Theater Admin
Radio Net. SigC go7 OD 221 King Rpts.
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sion of the Office of the Chief Signal
Officer, he labored to build up Signal
Corps allotments of officers and men,*
was getting results as he worked to the
breaking point to improve Army’s signal
service in the CBI. In January 1944, for
example, he improved the administra-
tion of his sparse and far-flung signal
activities by dividing the theater signal
system into seven areas, each with its
own signal officer, who served as the area
representative of the theater chief signal
officer.?® In May 1944 General Ingles
informed General King that, although
many were jittery in Washington because
of approaching European operations,
more officers and men were becoming
available to meet Signal Corps needs.
The outlook was so favorable, he assured
King, that “the majority of your Signal
Corps personnel requirements should
be filled by the end of 1944.” #*

More equipment was arriving, too.
Much impetus toward good dependable
communications arose during 1944
because of the MATTERHORN project, in
which XX Bomber Command would
attack Japan from B—z2g bomber bases
in Asia, specifically from Cheng-
tu, north of Chungking, with support
from India airfields. Operational control
over the XX Bomber Command came
from Twentieth Air Force headquarters
in Washington, direct from the AAF
commanding general himself, Lt. Gen.
Henry H. Arnold, who acted as the

= Thompson, Harris, et al., The Test, pp.[4],

= The seven areas centered on Karachi, Delhi,
Calcutta, Chabua, Kunming, Chungking, and
Kweilin. (1) Organization Chart China-Burma-
India. SigC History CBI, Mar-Oct 44, p.- 1. (%)
Wagner, ACAN, 1941-45, pt. II, pp. 91—92.

3 Ltr, Ingles, CSigO, to King, Theater 8igO
CBI, 22 May 44. 8igC OT gy0.2 Rpts CBI, Tab z22.
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HAND-GENERATED RaDbI10, operated by men of the 988th Signal Batialion message center in

Burma.

executive director of the Twentieth Air
Force for the JCS. It was the first time
that military operations in an Army
theater were commanded over such great
distances, much in the manner in which
the Navy Department in Washington
operated its ships over the seven seas.
Tremendous radioteletype facilities pro-
vided by the Signal Corps would give
General Arnold the singular control that
he desired.2’

* (1) Romanus and Sunderland, Stilwell’s Com-
mand Problems, p. 114. (2) Wesley Frank Craven
and James L. Catc, eds., “The Army Air Forces
in World War 11,” The Pacific: Matterhorn to
Nagasaki, June 1944 to August, 1945, vol. V (Chi-
cago: University of Chicago Press, 1953), pp. 45
—52, and Men and Planes, vol. VI (Chicago: Uni-

General King did not remain in New
Delhi to reap the results of his efforts.
Exhausted and broken in health, he
could no longer carry on with his tasks
and was replaced in June 1944 by
General Reeder.?® Riding the rising tide

versity of Chicago Press, 1935), pp. 29 and j6.
(3) Flect Admiral William D. Leahy, I Was There
(New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc,
1950) p. 261.

Later in the war, when the B-2g effort shifted
from China to newly scized Pacific isles nearer to
Japan, the AAF abandoned some of these large
communications facilities in China and India. The
Signal Corps then used them to alleviate equip-
ment shortages elsewhere in the CBI. Interv, SigC
Hist Sec with Neal, 6 Aug 57.

= Ltr, AG Hq USAFCBI to King, g Jun 44, sub:
Travel Orders. SigC EO CSigO Diary, 21-23 Jun
44, Tab C.
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of men and supplies, General Reeder
with fresh energy attacked signal
operations in the CBI. On 27 November
1944, General Ingles himself appraised
the Signal Corps job in that theater:

In my opinion, General Reeder has the
most difficult Signal job in any of the over-
seas theaters. I want all staft divisions and
services of this office to give him all pos-
sible assistance. It is particularly desirable
that the Plans and Operations Division do
everything possible to fight his battles in
the War Department and secure War De-
partment approval of actions he desires to
take.*7

Soon after being assigned to the CBI,
General Reeder visited his widely scat-
tered installations and communicators.
He noted variations in the local author-
ity of the area signal officers, each some-
what differ