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OSD Historical Office
Mission Statement

The mission of the historical office is to collect, preserve, and present the
history of the Office of the Secretary of Defense, in order to support
Department of Defense leadership and inform the American public.

Key Responsibilities
Prepare and publish the series, Secretaries of Defense Historical Series.
Provide expertise in support of the historical activities of the Department of
Defense.
Represent the Department of Defense before other government agencies on
matters related to history, including serving on advisory panels and
commissions on behalf of DoD.
Coordinate joint historical efforts among the military service and Defense
Agency history offices.
Prepare special historical studies and perform special assignments.
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Latest Release

MELVIN LAIRD

and the Foundation of the Post-Vietnam Military

—1969-1973 ———

Richard A. Hunt

SECRETARIES OF DEFENSE HISTORICAL SERIES




OSD Historical Office
Secretaries of Defense Series
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SECRETARIES OF DEFENSE
HISTORICAL SERIES

b/ THE MCcNAMARA, CLIFFORD,
INTO THE McNAMARA

BURDENS OF VIETNAM

MISSILE AGE ASCENDANCY

1956-1960 1961-1965




OSD Historical Office
Defense Acquisition Series

REARMING FOR ADAPTING TO

THE COLD WAR FLEXIBLE RESPONSE
1945-1960 1960-1968




OSD Historical Office
Special Studies

EXPANDING THE SECRETARY'S ROLE MELVIN LAIRD AND NIXON'S QUEST

IN FOREIGN AFFAIRS FOR A
POST-VIETNAM FOREIGN POLICY

ROBERT MCNAMARA AND CLARK CLIFFORD
1963-1968

COLD WAR FOREIGN POLICY SERIES COLD WAR FOREIGN POLICY SERIES
SPECIAL STUDY SPECIAL STUDY 6

Historical Office
Offics of the Sscretary of Dafense
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Applied History




OSD Historical Office

Oral History Program

e (ollection contains over 500 interviews with
current and former DoD officials.

« Most recent interviews: Secretaries Donald
Rumsfeld, Chuck Hagel, Leon Panetta,
Ashton Carter




OSD Historical Office

History Speaker Series

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
« =~ History Speaker Series + » *

FRENchEMIES. France and the United
States: Junior Partner or Oldest Enemy?

Dr. Max Friedman
American University

Tuesday, 24 February, 2015
1300 - 1400
Pentagon Conference Center (B6)

Sponsored by the OSD Historical Office, the Joint History Office, the Army
Center of Military History, the Naval History and Heritage Command,
the Air Force History Office, and the Marine Corps History Division
For more infurmuation about this cent
contact Tom Christianson at thomas.e.christianson.civ@mtail.mil
or-visit our website at biips/fhistory.defense.gou
Or btaps:Hunore ficebook.com/OSDHO

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
«  « History Speaker Series » » +

Emancipation Proclamation

Edward
President of the Uni o
Author of In the Presence of Mine Enemies

Monday, February 4, 2013
1500 - 1600 _
Pentagon Auditorium (BH6S

Sponsored by the OSD Historical Office, the Joimt History Office, the Army
Center of Military Histary, the Naval History and Heritage Command,
the Air Force History Office, and the Mavine Corps History Division
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Pentagon Commemorations

-World War II
Exhibit
-ANZAC Day
Celebration




OSD Historical Office

history.defense.gov

HISTORY OF THE PENTAGON

hree buildings housing great insfitutions of
the US. government have come to be
regarded s national monuments and have
become part of national and interncrtional
history: the White House. the Capitol. and the
Pentagon. Like the Vatican, the Kremlin, and
the House of Parliament in London, they have
acquired a distinct public character as
symbols of government, and their names evoke
worlchwidle recognition.

The Pentagon is three in one: It is a building, an
institution, and a symbol. It is an engineering
marvel—a product of ifts fime and civilization.
Born of necessity, built in grect haste, and
occupied section by section, it furned out o
be a much better building than anyone
expected or had a right fo expect. In
appearance and soundness of structure it
exceeded expectations. It is doubtful that any
building of comparable size and utility has
been constructed before or since so
expeditiously.

Dane:

i start J [~ Inbox COutlaok. | ScheduleRequest ... | k=] OSD Historical new.pptx
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Historical Reference
Inquiries

Official Reference Inquiries:

Secretary of Defense speechwriters - provided archival material and
historical background in preparation for NATO Defense Ministerial
meeting.

Photo Research for Secretary of Defense and Diversity Management Office.
Background briefing for Senior Military Assistant




OSD Historical Office

Other Reference Inquiries

Fact checking for Senate Armed Services Committee
Various news organizations: Washington Post, Military Times,

Chicago Tribune.

Academic Institutions: National Defense University, George
Washington University, University of North Carolina
Independent scholars
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Pentagon Tours
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Short Studies

Upcoming Short Studies:

-A study on the National Security

Personnel System
A Brief History

-The role of the Deputy Secretary
of Defense

-Classified study on the Seawolf
program

-Evolution of DoD Cyber Policy




OSD Historical Office

Key Officials
Database

* Provides a brief background and dates of tenure for all top-level DoD
officials dating back to 1947.
« Updated quarterly and posted on OSD Historical Office website.
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Secretary of Defense
Chronicle of Tenure

e Collect Secretary of Defense public statements, calendars, trip
books for the historical record and provided to each Secretary at
end of tenure.




