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OSD Historical Office
Mission Statement

The mission of the historical office is to collect, preserve, and present the 
history of the Office of the Secretary of Defense, in order to support 
Department of Defense leadership and inform the American public.

Key Responsibilities
• Prepare and publish the series, Secretaries of Defense Historical Series.
• Provide expertise in support of the historical activities of the Department of 

Defense. 
• Represent the Department of Defense before other government agencies on 

matters related to history, including serving on advisory panels and 
commissions on behalf of DoD. 

• Coordinate joint historical efforts among the military service and Defense 
Agency history offices. 

• Prepare special historical studies and perform special assignments. 
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Latest Release
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Applied History



• Collection contains over 500 interviews with 
current and former DoD officials.

• Most recent interviews: Secretaries Donald 
Rumsfeld, Chuck Hagel, Leon Panetta, 
Ashton Carter

Oral History Program

OSD Historical Office
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History Speaker Series



Pentagon Commemorations
-World War II 
Exhibit
-ANZAC Day 
Celebration
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OSD Historical Office

Historical Reference 
Inquiries

Official Reference Inquiries:

• Secretary of Defense speechwriters – provided archival material and 
historical background in preparation for NATO Defense Ministerial 
meeting. 

• Photo Research for Secretary of Defense and Diversity Management Office. 
• Background briefing for Senior Military Assistant



OSD Historical Office

Other Reference Inquiries
• Fact checking for Senate Armed Services Committee
• Various news organizations: Washington Post, Military Times, 

Chicago Tribune.
• Academic Institutions: National Defense University, George 

Washington University, University of North Carolina
• Independent scholars
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Pentagon Tours



Short Studies

Upcoming Short Studies:

-A study on the National Security 
Personnel System

-The role of the Deputy Secretary 
of Defense

-Classified study on the Seawolf
program

-Evolution of DoD Cyber Policy

OSD Historical Office



OSD Historical Office

Key Officials 
Database

• Provides a brief background and dates of tenure for all top-level DoD
officials dating back to 1947.

• Updated quarterly and posted on OSD Historical Office website.
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Secretary of Defense 
Chronicle of Tenure

• Collect Secretary of Defense public statements, calendars, trip 
books for the historical record and provided to each Secretary at 
end of tenure.


